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of  Solomon' J  Temple,  to  the  Babylonifh  Capti- 
'uity.     In  all  about  400  Tears, 


CHAP.     I. 

From    the    Finijhing    of  the  Temple,    to    the   Reign    ef 
Jehosaphat. 


W 


The  History. 

HEN  Solomon  had  finifti'd  the  Temple,  which    a.  M. 
was  in  the   ^/ry^«/Z»  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  inJoo'.^'^* 
the  eighth  Month  of  that  Year,  even  when  all  f^^J-  ^'^^f 
the  folemn  Feafis  were  over,  he  thought  it  ad-      From 
vifeable  to  defer  the   Dedication  of  it,  until  the  next  Year,  '  *^'"gs  ''"• 
(which  was  a  Year  of  7K/'/7^<r)    and   determin'd  to  have   itof^^Chrcn 
done   fome  Days  before   the  f  Feajf  of  Tabernacles,     To  .^--vxj 

A   2  this  Solomon'* 

Dedicatitn 

•)•  This  Feaft  was  appointed  in  Commemoration  of  the  Chil-  7-^A 
dren  of  IfraeP^  dwelling  in  Booths,  whilft  they  were  in  the  Wil- 
dernefs,  and  of  the  Tabernacle,  which  at  that  Time  was  built, 
where  God  promised  to  meet  them,  to  dwell  among  them,  and 

t» 


4  The  Hijfory  of  the  B  I  B  L  E,        Book  VI. 

A.  M.     this  Purpofe,  he  fent  all  the  Elders  of  IfraeU  the  Princes  of 

3001,  iS5'5    tj^e  Tribes,  and  the  Heads  of  the   Families  Notice  to    re- 

100^   ©■'<:.'  P^'""  t^  Jerufalem  at  the  Time  appointed  ;  when  according- 

From      ly,   all  being  met  together,  the  Pr'tejts  and  Levites  carry 'd 

'K.ingsviii.jj^jQ  the  Temple,  firit,  all   the    Prcfcnts,  that  David   had 

of  zChron.  made  to  it  ;  then  fet    up,   in  their  Several   Places,  the  Vef- 

^^"Y^jfels  and  Ornaments  appointed  for  the  Service    of  the  Altar, 

and  the   San^uary  ;  and  laftly,  brought  the    1|   J^rk    of  thi 

Covsnant,  together  with  the  f  Tabernacle   of  the  Congrega- 

tioriy 

to  fandlify  the  Place  with  his  Glory  ;  and  might  therefore  be 
well  reckon'd  a  very  proper  Sealon  for  the  Dedication  of  the 
Temple,  which  was  to  fucceed  in  the  Tabernacle's  Place.  Bed- 
ford\  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2. 

11   The  y2zfrf^  Hiftory   tells  us,  tha.t  in  this  j4rk   there  nvas  no- 
thi7igy  fanje  the  t^wo  Tables   of  Stone,  ivhich  Mofes  put   there  at 
Horeb,   I  Kings   viii.   g.  and  yet   the  Author  to  the  Hehre-zvs 
affirms,  th^t  in  this  Ark  'was  the  Golden  Pot,  that  had  Manna,  and 
Aaron'i  Rod  that  budded,  as  n.vell  as  the  Tables  of  the  Conjenanfj 
Ileb.  ix.  4,     Now,  to    reconcile   this,  fome  imagine,  that  be- 
fore the  Ark  had  any  fix'd  and  fettled   Place,  (which  is   the 
Time    the  Apoftle   refers  to)    all  thefe  Things  were  included 
in  it,    tho'   it   was    chiefly    intended    for    nothing,    but    the 
Tables  of  the    Covenant ;    but  that,    when   it  was   plac'd  in 
the    Temple,  nothing    was   left   in    it,  but  thefe  two  Tables  ; 
all    the  other   Things    were  depofited  in  the  Treafury   of  the 
Temple,  where  the   Book  of  the  Law   (as  we  read,  2  Chron. 
xxxiv.    14.)    was   found  in  the  Days  of  King  Jojias.     Others 
however    pretend,  that,  in    the  Time  of  the  Aportle,  ;.  e.  to- 
wards the   End   of  the  fcwijh  Commonwealth,  Aaron  s  Rod, 
and  the  Pot  of  Manna  were  really  kept  in  the  Ark,  though,  in  the 
Days  of  Solomon,  they  were  not.     But  this   Anfwer  would   be 
more  folid  and  fatisfadory,  if  we  knew  for  certain,  that,  in  the 
Time   of  the  Apollle,  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  was   really   in 
the  SanSluary  of  the  Temple,  which  Herod  built,  whereas  Jo- 
fephiis  (de  Bello  Jud.  lib.  vi.  c.  6.)  tells  us  exprefsly,  that,  when 
the  Romans  deftroy'd  the  Temple,  there  was  nothing  found  in 
the  Holy  of  Holies,     Calmet^  Commentary. 

■j-  But  the  Quellion  is,  what  Tabernacle,  whether  that,  which 
M'fes  made,  and  was  then  at  Gibeon,  2  Chron.  i.  3.  or  that, 
which  was  made  by  Dai/id,  and  was  then  at  Jerufalem  ?  To 
end  this  Difpute,  fome  have  imagin'd,  that  both  thefe  Ta- 
bernacles were,  at  this  Time,  carry 'd  into  the  Temple,  and  laid 
up  there,  that  all  Danger  of  Superlfition  and  Idolatry  might 
thereby  be  avoided,  and  that  no  Worftiip  might  be  perform'd 
any  where,  but   onJy   at  the  Houfe  which  was   dedicated  to 

God's 


f 


Chap.  J.  /rem  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.  ^ 

tion^  into    its  new  Habitation    with  great  Solemnity  ;  the    A.  M. 
King  and  Elders  of  the  People  walking  before,  while  others  l^^'J^^^l^j' 
of  the  Priefts  ofFer'd  an  f  infinite  Number  of  Sacrifices,    in  J003,  &c.' 
all  the  Places,  through  which  the  Ark  pafs'd.  From 

'>  to  the  End 

of  2  Chron. 

God's  Service  :  But  it  is  obferv'd  by  others,  that  the  Conve-  \j^F^^^ 
nience  which  David  made  for  the  Reception  of  the  Ark,  was 
never  called  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Covenant ;  it  was  no  more 
than  a  plain  Tent,  fet  up  in  fome  large  Room  of  the  royal  Palace, 
until  a  more  proper  Receptacle  could  be  provided  for  it  :  Buc 
the  Tabernacle,  that  was  zX-Gibeon^  was  the  fame  that  fojourn'd  fo 
long  in  the  Wildernefs.  The  Tent  was  the  fame,  the  Curtains 
the  fame,  and  the  Altar  the  fame,  that  was  made  by  Mofts ; 
or,  at  leaft,  if  there  was  any  Alteration  in  it,  ^as  Things  of 
this  Nature  could  hardly  fubfift  fo  very  long  without  fome 
Repair)  the  Reparation  was  always  made  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal Model,  and  with  as  little  Deviation  as  poffible.  It  is  not 
to  be  doubted  then,  but  that  the  Mofaick  Tabernacle  is  the  Ta- 
bernacle here  intended,  which,  for  the  Prevention  of  Scfji/?n, 
and  to  make  the  Temple  the  Center  of  Devotion,  was  now 
taken  down,  and  repofited  in  the  Treafury,  or  Store-Houfe, 
where  it  continu'd  until  the  Time  that  Jerufalem  was  taken  by 
the  Chaldeans,  when  Jeremiah,  as  Jofephus  informs  us,  {je^mjfh 
Antiq.  lib.  viii.  c.  2.)  was  admonifh'd  by  God,  to  take  it,  and  ' 
the  Ark,  and  the  Altar  of  Incenfe,  and  hide  them  in  fome  fecret 
Places,  (from  whence,  it  is  doubted,  whether  they  have  ever 
yet  been  remov'd)  for  fear  of  Profanation.  Patrick''^  and 
Calmct''s  Commentaries. 

•f-  The  Number  of  Sacrifices,  which,  upon  this  Occafion, 
ire  faid  to  be  offer'd,  was  tivo  and  tiventy  thoufand  Oxen^ 
tend  an  hundred  and  taventy  thoufand  Sheep,  I  Kings  viii.  63. 
but  we  muft  not  fuppofe,  that  thefe  were  offer'd  all  on  one  Day^ 
much  lefs  on  one  Altar.  The  Continuance  of  this  Meeting  was 
for  fourteen  Days,  feven  in  the  Fea/l  of  Tabernacles,  and  feven 
in  that  of  the  Dedication  ;  and  becaufe  the  brazen  Altar,  before 
the  Door  of  the  Temple,  was  not  fufficient  to  receive  all  thefe 
Sacrifices,  Solomon,  by  a  fpecial  Licence  from  God,  order'd 
other  i^ltars  to  be  ercdled  in  the  Court  of  the  Priefts,  and  per- 
haps in  other  Places,  which  were  to  ferve  only  during  this  pre- 
fent  Solemnity,  when  fuch  a  vaft  Number  of  Sacrifices  were  to 
be  offer'd  :  For,  at  other  Times,  no  other  Altar  was  allovv'd 
but  this  brazen  one,  which  Mofes  had  made.  It  is  no  bad  Ob- 
fervation  however  of  Jofephus,  (lib.  viii.  c.  2.)  that,  during  the 
Oblation  of  fo  many  Sacrifices,  the.  Levites  took  Care  to  p:r' 
fume  the  Air  nxjith  the  Fragrancy  of  Incenfe,  andfaveet  Odours  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  People  n.'jere  fenfble  of  it  at  a  Diflance  ; 
otherwife  the  burning  of  fo  many  Beafts,  at  one  Time,  muli 
have  occafion'd  an  Qffenlive  Smell.    Patrick'^  Commentary. 


6  the  WJiory  of  /^^  BIBLE,      Book  VI. 

A.  M.        When  the  Ark  was  plac'd  in  the  Saneiuary^  and  the 

An°'c^H"*   ■^^'V^^  ^"*^    Levites,  in  their  Turns,  were  celebrating  the 

1003,  Gff!  Pfaifes  of  God,  the  Temple   was  fiU'd  with  a  *  miraculous 

From      Cloud,  infomuch,  that    the  Priefts   could  not  continue    to 

jj^|||5gj^"' officiate.      This   Solo?7ion    obferving   took    Occafion    from 

of  a  Chron.  thencc  to  infer,  that  the  Lord   had  taken   PofTeflion   of  the 

^•'Y'X.'  Place ;  and,   having   for  fome  Time  fallen    proftrate    with 

his  Face  to  the  Ground,  he  rais'd   himfelf  up,  and  turning 

towards  the  San^fuar^y  *  addrefs'd  his    Prayer  to   God, 

and 

*  When  Mo/es  had  finifh'd  the  Tabernacle,  according  to  the 
Pattern,  which  God  had  fliew'd  him,  and  fet  it  all  up,  it  i$ 
faid,  that  a  Cloud  conjered  the  Tent  of  the  CcngregatioK,  and  the 
Clary  of  the  Lord  filled  the  Tabernacle,  fo  that  Mofes  luas  not 
able  to  enter  into  the  Tent  of  the  Congregation,  becaufe  the  Cloud 
abode  thereon,  and  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  Tabernacle^ 
Exod.  xl.  34,  35.  And  therefore,  when  the  Temple  was  finifn'd, 
and  the  Ark  brought  into  the  Sanduary,  God  gave  the  like  In- 
dication of  his  Prefence,  and  Refidence  there.  Hereby  he  telti- 
fy'd  his  Acceptance  of  the  Building,  and  furnifliing  of  the 
Temple,  as  a  Service  done  to  his  Name  ;  and  hereby  he  de- 
dar'd,  that,  as  the  Glory  of  the  Ark,  (that  facred  Symbol  of 
his  Prefence)  had  been  long  eclips'd  by  its  frequent  Removes, 
and  mean  Habitations ;  fo  now  his  Pleafure  was,  that  it  Ihould 
be  look'd  upon  with  the  fame  Elleem  and  Veneration,  as  when 
Mofes  conducted  it  into  the  Tabernacle.  For  this  Cloud,  we 
mull  know,  was  not  a  heavy,  thick,  opaque  Body,  fuch  as  is 
ingender'd  in  the  Air,  and  arifes  from  Vapours  and  Exhala- 
tions, but  a  Cloud,  that  was  dark  and  luminous  at  the  fame 
Time,  whofe  Darknefs  was  awful  and  majeftick,  and  whofe  in- 
ternal Part  was  bright  and  refulgent,  darting  its  Rays  upon 
Occafion,  and  exhibiting  its  Light  through  its  Obfcurity  :  So 
that,  according  to  its  different  Phnfis,  or  Pofition,  it  became  to 
the  Ifraelites  a  Pillar  of  a  Cloud  by  Day,  to  fcreen  them  from 
the  Heat,  and  at  Night  a  Pillar  of  Fire,  to  give  them  Light, 
Exod.  xiii.  2 1 .  Whatever  it  was  that  conftituted  this  ftrarge 
Appearance,  'tis  certain  this  Mixture  of  Light  and  Darknefs 
was  look'd  upon  as  a  Symbol  of  the  Divine  Prefence  ;  for  fo  the 
Scripture  has  inform'd  us,  that  He,  who  dvvelleth  in  Light,  that 
J5  inacceffible,  made  Darknefs  his  fecret  Place,  his  Pa-vilion  round 
about  him,  nvith  dark  Water,  and  thick  Clouds  to  co'uer  hi/n, 
Pfal.  xviii.  11.     C«/w^/*s  Commentary. 

*  The  Prayer,  which  Jofephus   puts  into  Solomons  Mouth 

upon    this   Occafion,  is  to  this   Effect: O  Lord,  thou 

that    inhabiteft    Eternity,     and   hafl   raifed   cut    of  nothing    the 
tmigbty   fabrick    of  thii   JJniverfi^    the  llca-vens,    the  Air,  the 

^artlff 
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Chap.  I.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.  7 

and  "  befeech'd  him  gracioufly  to  accept  of  the   Houfe,     A.  M. 
'*  which  he  had  built  for  his  Sake  ;  to  bkfs  and  fanftify  it ;  Jo^°|'  ^Jr^^ 
"  and  to  hear  the  Prayers    of  all,  whether  "Jews  or  Gen-  3001,  £ff.  * 
*'  t'tles^  who,  upon  any  Occafion,  either  of  puhlick  or  pri-      f""*""... 
"  vate  Calamity,  might  diredl  their  Supplications  to  him  l^  thl^End'' 
•'  f  from  that    holy  Place.     He  befeech'd  him  likewife  to  of  2  Chron. 
*'  fulfil  the  Promife,  which  he  had  been  pleas'd   to   make  v,-/'V""*vJ 
**  to  his  Father  David,  in  Favour  of  his  Family,  and  the 
*'  Kings  his   SuccelTors  3"    and  having   thus   finifh'd   his 

A  4  Prayer, 

^arth,  and  the  Sea  ;  thou  thai  fiUeji  thetvholf,  and  e^very  Thing 
that  is  in  it,  and  art  thyfelf  unbounded,  and  incomprehenjihle  ; 
look  do'wn  gracioujly  upon  thy  Servants,  that  ha've  prejurnd  to 
ereSl  a  Temple  here  to  the  Honour  of  thy  great  Name.  Lord,  hear 
our  Prayers,  and  recei've  our  Sacrifices.  Thou  art  emery  'where, 
*vouchfafe  alfo  to  he  ixiith  us.  Thou  that  feeft  and  heareji  all 
Things,  look  donun  from  thy  Throne  in  Hea'ven,  and  gi've  ear  to 
our  Supplications  in  this  Plau.  Thou  that  ne'ver  failefi  to  afjifl 
thofe  that  call  upon  thee  Day  and  Nighty  and  love  andferve  thee 
as  they  ought  to  do,  have  Mercy  upon  us..  There  is  another 
Prayer,  in  the  fame  Hiftorian,  addrefs'd  to  God  on  this  fame 
Occafion,  wherein  Solomon  blefles  him  for  the  Exaltation  of  his 
j^amily,  and  implores  the  Continuance  of  his  Goodnefs  and  pe- 
culiar Prefence  in  the  Temple,  well  worth  the  Reader's  Pcrufal,^ 
though  too  long  to  be  inferted  here. 

-j-  It  is  the  lame  Thing,  no  doubt,  to  God,  wherever  we 
pray,  fo  long  as  we  pray  with  a  pious  Mind,  and  a  devout 
Heart,  and  make  the  Subjeft  of  our  Prayers  fuch  good  Things, 
as  he  has  permitted  us  to  afk  ;  but  it  was  not  confiftent  with  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Jevjijh  State  and  Religion,  that  he  fhould 
be  publickly  worfhipp'd  in  every  Place.  For,  fince  the  Jevos 
were  on  every  Side  furrounded  with  Idolaters,  led  away  with 
divers  Superftitions,  but  ignorant  «// of  the  true  God,  'twas 
highly  neceiTary,  that,  in  all  Divine  Matters,  there  ftiould  be  a 
ftrift  Union  between  them  all  both  in  Heart  and  Voice,  and 
confequently,  that  they  fhould  all  meet  together  in  one  Place  to 
worfhip  God,  left  they  fhould  run  into  Parties,  and  fall  into 
Idolatry,  as  it  happen'd  when  the  Kingdom  became  .divided  in- 
to two.  And  therefore,  tho'  Sojomon  knew  very  well,  that,  in 
every  Place,  God  was  ready  to  hear  the  Prayers  of  every  de- 
vout Supplicant,  yet,  for  the  Prefervation  of  Peace  and  Unity, 
he  was  minded  to  give  the  People  a  Notion,  that  God  would 
be  found  more  exorable  to  the  Prayers,  which  were  offer'd  in 
the  Temple  of  ferufalem,  and  thereby  excite  them  to  a  Fre- 
quentation  of  that,  rather  than  any  other  Place,  he  QUrc% 
Commentary  in  Locum. 


S  rhe  Hijiory  </  //&^  B  I  B  L  E,     Book  VI. 

A.  M.  Prayer,  he  turn'd  to  the  People,  and,  after  he  had  blefs'4 
An°'chrif  *^^'">  g^^^  them  a  ftrid  Charge  to  be  fmcere  in  their 
loo-!,  ^c.  Duty  towards  God,  to  walk  in    his    Statutes    and    obferve 

From      his  Laws. 

to  ihe^End '      While  Solomon    was    thus  addreffing    his   Prayers     to 

of  2  Chion.  God,  and  his  Exhortations  to  the  People,  a  Vi6tim  was  laid 

,C^V^upon  the  Altar,  and  God,    to  teftify  his  Acceptance  of  what 

was   doing,  fent  immediately  a    Fire  from  Heaven,  which 

confum'd  it,  and  all  the  other  Sacrifices,  that  were  about 

it ;  which,  when  the   People,  who  were  Witneffes  of  the 

Miracle,  perceiv'd,  they  fell   upon   their  Faces,  and   wor- 

fhipp'd  the  God  of  Ifrael :  And  it  was,  very  probably,  on 

the  X  Night  following,  that  he  appear'd  to  Solomon  again  in  a 

pream,  and  *  fignifyM  to  him,  "?  That  he  had  heard   his 

**  Prayer  j 

Ik 

^  J  'Tis  thus  that  we  have  plac'd  the  Time  of  God's  fecon4 
Appearance  to  Solomon,  but  feme  are  of  Opinion,  that  it  did 
not  happen  till  two  and  twenty  Years  after  God's  firft  Appea- 
rance, and  after  that  Solomon  had  accomplifh'd  all  his  Buildings, 
to  which  the  Connexion  of  the  Difcourfe  feems  to  give  fome 
Countenance  ;  and,  it  came  to  pafs,  nvhen  Solomon  had  finijhed 
the  Building  of  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  the  King  s  Houfe,  and 
nil  that  he  ivas  pleafed  to  do,  that  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  a 
■fecondTime,  I  Kings  ix.  i,  2.  It  feems  a  little  ftrange  how- 
ever, that  God  fhould  delay  anfwering  this  Prince's  Prayer  for 
thirteen  Years  together,  and  then,  when  he  appear'd  to  him, 
tell  him,  /  have  heard  thy  Prayer,  and  the  Supplication,  that 
thou  haji  made  before  me,  and  I  have  hallotved  this  Houfe,  ivhicb 
thou  hajl  built,  Ver.  3.  And  therefore,  to  folve  this  Difficulty, 
'tis  reafonable  to  think,  that  the  Divifion  of  this  ninth  Chapter 
is  wrong,  that  the  firft  Verfe  of  it  fhould  be  annex'd  to  the 
Conclufion  of  the  preceding  Chapter,  and  fo  terminate  the  Ac- 
count of  what  Solomon  had  done  ;  and  that  the  next  Chapter 
fliould  begin  with  the  fecond  Verfe,  where  the  Hiftorian  enters 
upon  a  frefh  Subjeft,  vix.  the  Anfwer  that  God  return'd  to  So- 
Jomons  Prayer,  which  he  continues  to  the  tenth  Verfe,  and  pre- 
fents  us  with  it  all  at  once,  that  he  might  not  break  the  Thread 
of  his  Narration.     Cal/nct\  Commentary  on  i  Kings  ix.  2. 

*  fofephus  has  made  a  very  handfome  Comment  upon  the 
Anfwer,  which  God  made  Solomon  in  his  Dream.  The  Voice 
told  him  farther,  fays  he,  "  That  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  Apoflacy, 
"  (as  he  had  before  mention'd)  his  new-erefted  Fabrick  fhould, 
*'  by  Divine  PermifTion,  come  to  be  fack'd,  and  burnt  by  the 
**  Hands  of  Barbarians,  and  Jerufalem  itfelf  laid  in  Rubbilh 
**  and  Afhes   by   a  mercilefs  Enemy;  infomuch,  that  People 

"  fhould 


Chap.  I.  from  the  Building  d?/ /^^  Temple,  ^c.  9 

*^  Prayer  j  did  accept  of  the  Temple,  which    he  had  built    A.  M. 
**  for   him  i  and  would   not  fail  to  liften  to   the  Petitions,  V'^^'r.^^r 
*'  that  proceeded  from  thence  ;  that   if  he  perfever'd  in  his  ,003,  ^d 
*'  Obedience  to  him,  as    his  Father  David  had  done,  he     From 
**  would  eftablifh  his  Throne,  and   perpetuate   a  Race  oi'^^^^^^  ^"'r 
*'  Succeflbrs  in  his  Family  j  but  that,  if  either  he,  or  hisofzchron. 
*'  Children  prevaricated  in  this  Matter,  he  would  cut  them  ■.yY'\J 
*'  off,  overturn  his  Kingdom,  and  deftroy  the  Temple.'* 

The  Feaft  of  the  Dedication,  in  Conjundtion  with  that 
of  Tabernacles,  lafted  for  fourteen  Days  ;  and  when  all 
Things  were  thus  perform'd  with  the  greateft  Order  and 
Solemnity,  on  the  Morrow  the  King  difmifs'd  the  People, 
who  return'd  to  thei*  refpeilive  Homes  with  glad  and  joyful 
Hearts. 

SOLOMON  (it  muft  be  obferved)  had  a  fmgular  Tafte H/s /.kWV* 
for  Building ;  therefore,  after  he  had  finifh'd  and  confecra  • '^-''""''•'"'^^' 
ted  the  Temple,  he  undertook  a  Palace  for  himfelf,  *  which  f^"'  I'^J' 

had  Jnagnijiccnt 
Way  of  li^ 

^*  fhould  (land  amaz'd  at  the  very  Report  of  fo  uicredible  a*^'"^' 
*'  Mifery  and  Diftrefs,  and  be  wondering  one  to  another,  how 
<'  it  could  come  to  pafs,  that  a  Nation  which  was  butYefterday 
*'  the  Envy  of  Mankind  for  Riches,  external  Glory,  and  Re- 
*'  nown,  fhould  now,  all  on  a  fuddcn,  be  funk  and  loft  to  the 
"  laft  Degree  of  Wretchcdnefs  and  Contempt,  and  reduc'd  to 
^'  this  defpicable  State  too  by  the  fame  Hand  that  raised  them. 
*'  To  which  Quellions  their  own  guilty  Confciences  Ihall  make 
**  this  Anfwer  :  JVe  ha<veforfaken  our  God ;  ive  hwve  abandon  d 
*'  the  Religion  of  our  Forefathers,  and  of  our  Country,  and  all 
"  this  is  jufily  befallen  us  for  our  Sins.''  Jewifh  Antiq.  lib. 
viii.  c.  2. 

*  The  Defcription  of  this  Palace,  which  we  may  gather  from 
Jofephus,    Lamy,    and  others,    that   have   treated    of  Solomon  s 

Buildings,  is  in  this  Manner  related  : "  Upon  feveral 

**  Rows  of  Pillars,  there  was  erefted  a  fpacious  Pile  of  Build- 
•'  ing,  in  the  Nature  of  a  common  Hall,  for  the  hearing  of 
"  Caufes.  It  was  an  hundred  Cubits  in  Length,  fifty  in  Breadth, 
'*  and  in  Depth  thirty,  fupported  by  fifteen  fquare  Columns, 
♦*  cover'd  with  Corinthian  Work  in  Cedar,  and  fortify'd  with 
^'  double  Doors,  curioufly  wrought,  that  ferv'd  both  for  the 
*^  Security  and  Ornament  of  the  Place,  In  the  Middle  of  this 
*•  Hall  was  another  Edifice  of  thirty  Cubits  fquare,  and  under- 
"  fet  with  ftrong  Pillars,  wherein  was  plac'd  a  Throne  of  State, 
**  on  which  the  King  himfelf  us'd  to  fit  perfonally  in  Judgment. 
"  On  the  Right  Hand  of  this  Court  of  Juflice  ftood  the  King's 
"  own  Palace,  and,  on  the  Left,  that  which  he  built  for  Pha- 
•*  Tfloh'^  Daughter,  both  fitted  up  with  Cedar,  and  built  with 

•'  huge 
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A,  M.  had  all  the  Magnificence  that  can  be  imagin'd,  another  for 
A°^' ch^T  ^'^  Egyptian  Queen,  and  a  third,  that  was  called  f  the 
3003,  &c'.  Houfe  of  the  Foreji  of  Lebanon^    where  he  chiefly chofe  to 

From  refide.  Thefe  were  the  Works  of  thirteen  Years :  And  as 
'  ^h"°F^d'  ■^■^'"^^  King  of  Tyre  was  very  kind  in  fupplying  him  with 
of  2  Chron.  Men,  Money,  and  Materials  to  carry  on  thefe,  and  many 
\^'^^r^  more  ftately  Structures ;  Solomon^  to  exprefs  his  Gratitude, 

or 

**  huge  Stones  of  ten  Cubits  fquare,  which  were  partly  plain, 

**  and  partly  overlaid  with  the  moft  precious  Marble. 

**  The  Rooms  were  hung  with  rich  Hangings,  and  beautified 
**  with  Images,  and  Sculptures  of  all  Kinds,  fo  exquifitely  fi- 
"  nilh'd,  that  they  feem'd  to  be  alive,  and  in  Motion.  It 
*•  would  be  an  endlefs  Work  (fays  Jofephus)  to  give  a  particu- 
"  lar  Survey  of  this  mighty  Mafs  of  Building  :  So  many  Courts 
*  *'  and  other  Contrivances,  fuch  a  Variety  of  Chambers  and 
*'  Offices,  great  and  little,  long  and  large  Galleries,  vaft  Rooms 
*'  of  State,  and  others  for  Feafiing  and  Entertainment,  fet  out 
*'  as  richly  as  could  be,  with  coftly  Furniture,  and  Gildings ; 
*'  befides  that,  all  the  Services  for  the  King's  Table  were  of 
"  pure  Gold.  In  a  Word,  the  whole  Houfe  was,  in  a  Man- 
"  ner,  made  up,  from  Top  to  Bottom,  of  while  Marble,  Ce- 
*'  dar,  Gold,  and  Silver,  with  precious  Stones,  here  and 
"  there  intermingled  upon  the  Walls,  and  Ceilings,  after  the 
'*  Manner  of  the  Adorning  of  the  Temple."  Je^wi/h  Antiq. 
lib,  viii.  c.  z. 

•\  Some  Commentators  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  Houfe  was 
the  fame  with  the  Palace,  which  Solomon  built  in  Jerufalenty 
and  that  rt  had  its  Name  from  the  tall  Pillars,  that  fupported  it, 
which  Icok'd  like  the  Cedars  in  the  Foreft  of  Lebanon  ;  but  the 
contrary  is  manifeft,  becaufe  the  holy  Scripture  fpeaks  of  it  as 
a  dillindt  Building,  tho'  perhaps  it  might  not  be  far  dillant  from 
the  other,  on  fome  cool  Ihady  Mountain,  which  made  it  refem- 
b!e  Mount  Lebanon.  For  'tis  an  Idle  Fancy  to  think,  that  this 
Houfe  was  really  built  on  Lebanon,  frnce  we  read  of  Solomons 
liaving  his  Throne,  i  Kings  vii.  7.  and  the  golden  Shields,  that 
he  made,  plac'd  in  it,  i  Kings  x.  17.  which  he  fcarce  would 
have  remov'd  to  the  very  Extremity  of  his  Kingdom  :  And  there- 
fore we  may  conclude,  (as  indeed  it  appears  from  i  Kings  vii.  2.) 
that  this  Houfe  was  near  Jerufaletn,  and  called  by  the  Name  of 
the  Forcfi  of  Lebanon,  (juft  as  many  pleafant  and  delightful 
Places  in  that  Country  were  called  Carmc/)  becaufe  it  was  in  a 
lofty  Place  like  Lebanon,  and  the  Trees,  which  grew  upon  it, 
made  it  very  Ihady  and  cool,  and  confequently,  proper  for  So- 
lomon to  dwell  there  in  Summer,  as  he  did  in  his  Palace  in 
•  Jerufalcm  in  Winter.  Patrick''^  and  Calmet\  Cojnmentary  on 
■J  Kin^s  vii.  2. 
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or  to  clear  off  the  Debt,  which   he  had  contraded  with    A.  M. 
him,   U  offer'd  him  twenty  Cities  in  the  Land  of  Galilee,'^°°^''^f^^^ 

adjoin-  loo^,  ©■<:.* 

From 

11  It  is  an  exprefsInjun£lion,'  which  God  gives  the  Ifraelites,^  '*^'"S*  p'''** 
that  the  Land,  wherein  the  People  had  a  Right  by  Divine  Lot,Q°-  ^  chron 
and  himfelf  a  Right,  as  bting  the  fole  Proprietor  thereof,  was  .^"^'^'sj 
not  to  be  fold  or  alienated  for  ever,  Lenj.  xxv.  23.  How  then 
could  Solomon,  without  violating  this  Law,  pretend  to  give  Hi- 
ram tnventy  Cities  in  the  Land  of  Galilee  ?  Now  to  this  fome 
have  reply 'd,  that  Solomon  did  not  give  Hiram  a  Property,  and 
perpetual  Right  to  thofe  Cities,  but  only  affign'd  him  the  Pof- 
feffion  of  them  for  a  Time,  until  the  Debt,  which  he  had  con- 
traded  for  thefeveral  Supplies,  he  had  from  him,  while  he  was 
building  the  Temple,  was  fatisfy'd.  Others  think,  that  upon 
Suppofition,  that  thefe  Cities  were  inhabited  by  Ifraelites,  Solo- 
mon did  not  give  Hiram  (as  indeed  he  could  notj  their  particular 
Poffeffions,  but  only  his  own  Royalties  over  them,  {which  he 
might  juftly  do)  and  all  the  Profits,  he  receiv'd  from  them, 
which,  according  to  the  Taxes  then  impos'd,  i  Kings  xii.  4. 
were  not  inconfiderable.  But  there  is  no  Reafon  for  thefe  far- 
fetch'd  Solutions,  when  the  Scripture  exprefly  tells  us,  that 
thefe  Cities  were  not  in  the  Territories  of  Ifrael,  nor  inhabited 
at  that  Time  by  the  Ifraelites,  2  Chron.  viii.  2.  They  v/ere 
indeed  fome  of  them  conquer'd  by  the  King  of  Egypt,  who 
gave  them  to  Solomon  as  a  Portion  with  his  Daughter,  and  others 
by  Solomon  himfelf,  who,  as  Selden  obferves,  (de  Jure  Nat.  & 
Gent.  lib.  vi.  cap.  16.)  had  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  thofe  Lands^ 
rvohich  he  had  conquered  in  'voluntary  War,  nvithout  the  Confent 
ef  the  Senate :  And  this  may  be  one  Reafon,  why  he  gave  thefe, 
rather  than  other  Cities,  becaufe  thefe  were  certainly  in  his  own 
Power  to  give,  when  others  perhaps  were  not.  A  learned  Author, 
upon  this  Subject,  has  given  a  quite  difterent  Turn  to  the  Senfe 
of  the  PafTage :  For  his  Opinion  is,  that  Hiram  did  not  return 
thefe  Cities,  becaufe  he  thought  them  not  good  enough,  but 
becaufe  he  was  unwilling  to  receive  fo  large  a  Remuneration  for 
the  few  good  Offices,  he  had  done  Solomon,  and  was  minded  ra- 
ther, that  his  Favours  of  this  kind  fhould  be  z\\  gratuitous.  He 
therefore  makes  the  Word  Cabul  (which  is  the  Name,  that  Hi- 
ram gives  to  the  Country,  where  thefe  Cities  flood)  a  Title  of 
RifpeSl,  and  not  of  Contempt',  for  he  derives  it  from  the  He- 
breiu  Chebes,  which  fignifies  a  Bond,  or  Chain,  intimating, 
that  thefe  two  neighbouring  Kings  had  mutually  bound  them- 
felves  in  a  Bond  of  Friendfhip,  Solomon  by  giving,  and  Hiram 
by  returning  the  Cities,  now  under  Confideration.  This  is  ve- 
ry pretty  :  But  'tis  carrying  the  Point  of  Generality  in  the  King 
of  Tyre  a  little  too  high,  in  my  Opinion,  confidering  his  Ac- 
ceptance of,  if  not  exprefs  Stipulation  for,  fuch  a  Quantity  of 

Qtrn 
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A.  M.    adjoining  to  iiis  own  Country.     But,  as  thefc  Places  f  did 

3°°^'  j^.^'  not  fuit  his  Convenience,    he  refus'd  to   accept  of  them  ; 

1003,  &c'.  and  therefore  Solomon^  having  made  him,    no  doubt,   fome 

From      other   Recompence  more  to   his  Satisfadlion,  took  and  re- 

'  ^h"°En'd  P'^i^s'^   xhz^Q.  Cities  j  and   having  built  Store-Cities   likewife 

of  a  chion.  in   the  Country,  he  fent  Colonies  of   his  own  Subjects  to 

\y>/'^\)  inhabit  them,  that  they  might  be  a  Curb  and  Reftraint  on 

the  Syrians  of   Zokah,    who  had  formerly   been   conquer'd 

by  Davidy  and,  upon  their  Revolt,  but  lately  reduc'd  by 

Solomon. 

To  conclude  the  Account  of  Solomon  s  publick  Build- 
ings. He  built  the  Walls  of  "Jerufalem^  and  a  Senate- 
Houfe  in  the  fame  City,  called  Millo.  He  repair'd,  and 
fortify 'd  Hazor^  Megiddo^  the  two  Beth-Horons,  Baalahy 
•f  Tadmor  in  the  Wildcrnefs  of   Syrian  and  Gezer^  which 

the 

Corn  and  Oil,   in  Lieu  of  the  Timber,   which  he  fent  Solomon, 
X  Kings  V.  10,11.     PiS/r/Vi's  and  £f  C/f;f's  Commentaries,  and 

FooPs  Annotations, 

-}•  The  Reafon  is,  becaufe  the  Tyrians,  being  very  commo- 
dioufly  fitudted  for  that  Purpofe,  were,  in  a  Manner,  wholly 
addidled  to  Merchandize  ;  and  therefore  would  not  remove  from 
the  Sea  Coafls,  to  live  in  a  Soil,  which  was  fat  and  deep,  and 
confequently,  requir'd  a  great  deal  of  Labour  to  cultivate  it, 
which  was  a  Bufinefs  that  they  were  very  little  accullom'd  to. 
Bedford's  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2. 

-f  Tadmor,  which,  by  the  Greeks,  is  call  d  Palmyra,  is  fitu- 
nted  in  the  Wildernefs  of  Syria,  upon  the  Borders  of  Arabia 
Dsferta,  inclining  towards  the  Euphrates.  Jofephus  places  it 
two  Days  Journey  from  the  Upper  Syria,  one  Day's  Journey 
from  tne  Euphrates,  and  fix  Days  Journey  from  Babylon :  And 
the  Reafon  he  gives,  why  Solomon  was  inclined  to  build  a  City 
in  this  Place,  was,  becaufe,  in  all  the  Country  round  about, 
there  was  no  fuch  Thing  as  a  Well,  or  Fountain,  but  in  this 
Spot  only,  to  be  found.  If  we  may  guefs  by  the  Ruins,  which 
later  Travellers  give  us  the  Defcription  of,  this  City  was  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  hneft  and  mofl  magnificent  in  the  Eaji,  and  'tis 
fomewhat  farprifmg,  that  Hiftory  fhould  give  us  no  Account, 
either  v.hen,  or  by  whom  it  was  reduc'd  to  the  fad  Condition, 
wherein  it  lies  at  this  Day,  But  the  true  Reafon  for  his  build- 
ing this  Town  in  fo  defolate  a  Place,  was  the  Commodioufnefs 
of  its  Situation,  to  cut  off  all  Commerce  between  the  Syrians 
and  Mtfopotamiatis,  and  to  prevent  their  caballing,  and  conl'pi- 
ring  together  againfi;  him,  as  they  had  done  againft  his  Father 
Da'uid.  Le  Clerc's  Commentary.  If  the  Reader  is  defirous 
to  know  the  prefent  State  of  this  ruinated  City,  he  may  find  it 

related 
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the  King  of  Egypt  took  from  the  Canaan'iteSy  and  gave  it    A.  M. 
in  Dower   with   his  Daughter.     He  fortify'd  all  the  Cities,  A°nV'ch^Ift 
which  he  made  his  Magazines  for  Corn,  Wine,  and  Oil,  and  1003,  &c.' 
thofe,  where  his  Chariots  and  Horfes  were  kept.  He  fubdu'd     From 
all  the Hittites^2iViA  Hivites,znd  J/norites^^nd  Perizzites,tha.tl^  the^ynd* 
any  where  remain'd  in  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  and  laid  on  them  of  2  Chron. 
all  the  Drudgery,  and  fervile  Labour :  But  *  as  for  his  own  L.^'Y^Of 
Subje6ls,   he  appointed  them  either  to  be  Surveyors  of  his 
Works,    or  Guards   to  his  Perfon,   or  Commanders  in  the 
Army,   or  Traders  and  Merchants,  that  fo  he  might  make 
his  Nation  as  famous,  and  as  rich  and  floiirifhing,  as  it  was 
poilible  to  be  effected  by  human  Policy. 

But  it  was  not  only  a  Multitude  of  Hands,  but  a  large 
Supply  of  Wealth  likewife,  that  was  neceffary  to  carry  on 
fo  many  expenfive  Buildings  ;  and  therefore  Solomon  took 
Care  to  cultivate  the  Trade  to  Ophir,  which  his  Father  had 
begun,  from  Elam  and  f  Ezion-Geber,  two  Ports  in  the 
Red-Sea,  whither  himfelf  went  in  Perfon  to  infpe6l  the 
Building  of  the  Ships,  and  to  provide  them  with  able  and 
experienced  Seamen,  which  his  good  Friend  and  Ally, 
Hiram,  was  never  backward  to  furnifli  him  with.  So  that 
by  this  Means  his  Subjects,  who  foon  attain'd  to  the  Art  of 
Navigation,    were  enabled  to   make   feveral  advantageous 
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related  in  the  P/ji/o/ophical  Tra?!/ac7Io»s,  iov  O^oher,  1695,  in  a 
Letter  from  Dr.  Hailifax,  to  Dr.  Bernard,  or  in  Wells's  Geo- 
graphy of  the  Old  Teftament,  Vol.  III.  who  has  borrow'd  it 
from  thence. 

*  Hiftory  indeed  takes  Notice  of  the  fame  Temper  in  Se- 
foflris.  King  of  Egypt,  who,  upon  his  Return  home  from  his  feve- 
ral Expeditions,  cook  it  in  his  Head  to  build  Temples  in  all  the 
Cities  of  Egypt,  but  would  fufFer  no  Egyptian  to  do  any  fervile 
Work  therein.  A  1  the  Work  of  this  Nature  wasperformM  by  the 
Captives,  that  he  brought  with  him  from  the  Wars  ;  and  there- 
fore, to  perpetuate  the  Remembrance  of  his  Kindnefs  to  his 
Subjeds,  as  well  as  remove  fome  poffible  Odium  from  himfelf, 
upon  every  Temple  he  order'd  this  Infcription  to  be  fet  up, 
ih)^  iyX'^i^'^  iU  ocvToi  (juiyi,oy^^nK.i,  No  Nati've  ivas  ever  a  La- 
bourer here.     Diodor.  Bibliot.  lib.  i. 

•f  Jofephus  will  needs  have  it,  that  Ezion-Geber  is  the  fame 
with  Berenice,  which  lies  indeed  upon  the  Red-Sea,  but  then  iC 
is  upon  the  Weftern  or  African  Shore  thereof;  whereas  the 
Scripture  is  pofitive,  that  it  was  a  Port  of  Idumaa,  or  Arabia 
Deferta,  fuuate  upon  the  Galf  of  Elam,  which  is  on  the  oppo- 
fite  Shore.     Elam^    or  Eloth,  or  Elath,  (for  it  was  call'd  by 
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A,  M.  Voyages ;    and,  particularly  in  one  Fleet,  *  brought  him 

A"t'ch^f  ^°"'^   "°  '^^^  ^^^^  II  ^'^^'^  hundred  and  twenty  Talents  of 

30C1,  &c'.  Gold,  with  many   other  Commodities,  and  Curiofities  of 

Fr  m  great  Value.     In  ftiort,    Solomon  was  one  of  the  richeft, 

1  Kings  viii.  • 

to  the  End  ^™ 

of  z  Chron. 

^yY"^  all  thele  Names)  was  fituate  upon  the  fame,  and  might  poffibly 
have  its  Name  from  thence.  When  Dwuid  conquer'd  Edam,  or 
Idumaa,  he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  this  Port,  2  Sam.  viii.  14. 
His  Son,  we  fee,  built  Ships  here,  and  fent  them  from  hence  to 
Ophir  for  Gold,  2  Qhron.  viii.  1 7,  18.  It  continu'd  in  the  Pof- 
feiTion  of  the  Ifraelites  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  Years,  till,  in 
the  Time  of  Joram,  the  Edomites  recover'd  it,  2  Kings  viii.  20. 
but  it  was  again  taken  from  them  by  Azariah,  and  by  him  left 
to  his  Son,  2  Kings  XIV.  22.  His  Grandfon  Ahaz.  however  loft  it 
again  to  the  King  of  Syriot  2  Kings  xvi.  6.  and  the  Syrians  had 
it  in  their  Hands  a  long  while,  till,  after  many  Changes  under 
the  Ptolemies,  and  the  Seleuciday  it  came  at  length  into  the  Pof- 
fefTion  of  the  Romans.  It  was  formerly  a  fmall  Town,  with 
fruitful  Fields  about  it,  but  now  there  is  nothing  left  but  a 
Tower,  which  ferves  as  an  Habitation  for  the  Governor,  who 
is  fubjeft  to  the  Governor  of  Grand  Cairo,  and  no  Signs  of 
Fruitfulnefs  are  to  be  feen  in  any  Parts  adjoining  to  it.  Pa- 
trick's  Commentary,  and  Calmet\  Didlionary,  under  the  Word 
Elam.  , 

*  As  great  a  King  as  Solomon  was,  we  find  he  turn'd  Mer- 
chant ;  and  yet  the  imperial  Laws  forbid  Noblemen  to  exercifc 
Trade  and  Commerce,  as  a  Thing  below  them ;  and  much  left 
then  (as  Bodinus  de  Republica,  lib.  vi.  c.  2.)  does  it  become  a 
King.  But  we  muft  not  meafure  Antiquity  by  our  own  Times  : 
What  might  be  then  commendable  may  now  have  a  different 
Appearance :  But  the  fame  Author  is  very  right  in  one  Con- 
cefGon  that  he  makes,  wz.  that,  tho'  he  would  not  have  Kings 
now  to  be  Merchants,  yet,  if  he  might  have  his  Choice,  I  hai 
rather  a  Prince  Jhould  be  a  Merchant ^  fays  he,  than  a  Tyrant^ 
and  that  Noblemen  Jhould  rather  trade,  than  oppre/Sf  and  make  a 
Prey  of  their  Tenants.      Patrick"?.  Commentary. 

II  In  z  Chron.  viii.  18.  the  Number  of  Talents,  brought 
home  to  Solomon,  are  faid  to  be  four  hundred  and  fifty :  But 
this  is  a  Matter  that  is  eafily  refolv'd,  if  we  will  but  fuppofe, 
that  the  Charges  of  the  Voyage  to  and  fro  coft  thirty  Talents; 
or  tha:  Solomon  gave  Hiram's  Servants,  for  conducing  his  Fleet, 
thirty  Talents  ;  or  that  in  refining  the  whole  Mafs  of  Gold,  the 
Walle  might  be  thirty  Talents :  So  that,  tho'  Solomon^  Fleet 
brought  him  home  four  hundred  and  fifty  Talents,  yet  by  one, 
or  more  of  thefe  Dedudlions,  there  came  clear  to  his  Cof- 
fers no  more  than  four  hundred  and  twenty.  Pat  rick' t  Qom^ 
mentary. 
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and  moft  magnificent  Princes,  that  was  then  on  the  Face    A.  M. 
of  the  Earth.     In  his  Time,  Silver  was  no  more  regarded,  ^°°^  cfri?, 
than  Stones  in   the  Street :    His  annual  Revenues  were  fix  100^,  &cl 
hundred  and  fixty  fix  Talents  of  Gold,  befides  the  Tributes,      F'^om  _ 
he  receiv'd  from  the  Kings,  and  Nations,  that  were  in  Sub-  Jo^the  E^d' 
je<9:ion  to  him  ;  the  Subfidies  which  his  Subjedls  the  Ifraelites  of  2  Cbrcn. 
paid  i  and  the  Sums  arifing  from  the  Merchants  for  his  Cuf-  V./*W* 
toms.     The  Bucklers  of  his  Guards  were   of  Gold  ;    the 
-f-  Ivory  Throne,  whereon  he  fat,  was  overlaid  with  it ;  and 
all  the  Utenfils   of  his  Palaces,    and  Veffels  of  his  Table 
(which,  f  for  Magnificence,  and  Sumptuoufnefs  of  Pro-       , 
vifion,  exceeded  all   that   was  ever  known  before)  were  of 
the  fame  Metal.     Prefents  of  Gold,  of  rich  Stuffs,  of  Spi- 
ces,   of  Arms,  of  Horfes,  and  Mules,   were  fent  to  him 

from 

•f-  We  never  read  of  I'vory,  till  about  Solomons  Days,  who 
perhaps  brought  Elephants  out  of  Indiay  or  at  leall  took  Care  to 
have  a  great  Deal  of  Ivory  imported  from  thence  ;  for,  in  After- 
Ages,  we  read  of  I'vory  Beds,  and  laiory  Palaces,  i5fc.  At  thi»  .^^ 
Time  however,  it  was  every  whit  as  precious  as  Gold  ;  And  .  '  -*" 
therefore  we  mull  not  fuppofe,  that  this  Throne  of  Solomon  i 
was  entirely  overlaid  with  Gold,  (for  then  it  might  as  well  have 
been  made  of  Wood)  but  only  in  particular  Places,  that  fo  the 
Mixture  of  Gold  and  Ivory,  which  gave  a  Luftre  to  each  other, 
might  make  the  Throne  look  more  beautiful.  The  like  to  this, 
the  Text  fays,  there  nvas  not  tnade  in  any  Kingdom^  i  Kings  x. 
20.  and  perhaps  it  was  fo  in  thofe  Days;  but,  in  After  Ages, 
we  read,  that  the  Throne  of  the  Parthian  Kings  was  of  Gold, 
encompafs'd  with  four  golden  Pillars,  befet  with  precious  Stones; 
and  that  the  Perjian  Kings  fat  in  Judgment  under  a  goldea 
Vine,  (and  other  Trees  of  Gold)  the  Bunches  of  whofe  Grapes 
were  made  of  feveral  precious  Sorts  of  Stones.  Patrick'% 
Commentary. 

•\  The  Provifions  of  Solomon's  Table,  for  one  Day,  were 
thirty  Meafures  (which,  according  to  the  Hebreiv  Word  Cor,  as 
Goodwin  has  computed  it,  are  fix  Gallons,  above  an  hundred 
and  fixty  eight  Bulhels)  of  fine  Flower^  and  fixty  of  Meal^  (or 
ffl«r/^r  Flower,  for  inferior  Servants)  ten  fall-fed  Oxen^  twen- 
ty Oxen  out  of  the  Pafiures^  and  an  hundred  Sheepy  befides  Harts^ 
ttnd  Roebucks y  and  fallo^vo  Deer,  and  fatted  Foijulf  or  (as  Bo- 
fhart  iranflates  the  Word)  the  choiceft  of  all  fatted  Things, 
1  Kings  iv.  22,  23.  and  this,  according  to  the  Calculation^ 
which  feme  have  made  from  the  Quantity  of  Bread,  that 
was  every  Day  confum'd,  mull  make  Solomon's  Family  confift, 
at  lead,  of  forty,  or  fifty  Thoufand  Souls.  Calmet'%  Commeu; 
Ury. 
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A.  M.  from  every  Quarter  j   and  to  fee  the  Face,    and  hear  thd 

3°°'' ^'';  Wifdom  of  the  renown'd  Solo?non,  was  the  prevailing:  Am- 
100",  &c,  bition  or    the  great  Men  or  that  Age. 

From  Captiva'ied    w^ith   this  Defire  the  Queen    of  Shela 

'  ^he^En'd'  ^^"^^  ^°  Jerujakm^  attended  vv^ith  a  great  Retinue,  and 
of  2  Chron.  brought  with  her  rich  Prefents  of  Gold,  Spices,  and  pre- 
V>'''V"NJ  cious  Stones.  Her  Purpofe  was,  to  try,  if  Solomon\  Wif- 
The  Y\fit,  dom  was  anfwerable  to  the  high  Commendations,  (he  had 
sff^»  'of  ^^^^^  of  ^^  '■>  ^"^  therefore  in  Difcourfe  (he  propos'd  to  him 
Sheba/<jyi  feveral  Enigmatical  Queftions.  But  when  (he  heard  his 
Um.  clear  and  fatisfadlory  Solutions,  (he  was  not  a  little  amaz'd 

at  the  Profoundnefs  of  his  Judgment ;    and  when  Ihe   had 
fecn  the  Beauty,    and  Worfhip  of  the  Temple^   the  Magni- 
ficence of  his  Court f    and  the  Sumptuoufnefs  of  *  his  TabU 
and  Attendants,  (he  was  quite  aftonifli'd,  and  frankly  own'd 
to  him,    that  what  herfelf  had   feen,  did  far  furpafs   any, 
ihe  moft  extravagant   Report,    (he  had  ever  yet  heard  of 
him  :    And  fo,   having  made  him   very  *  great  and  noble 
Prefents,    and    receiv'd   others   from   him,    that    were  not 
inconfiderable,   fhe  took  her  Leave,  and  return'd  to  her  own 
Country,  highly  pleas'd,  and  fatisfied  with  her  Vifit. 
The  idolatry      HiTHERTO  we  havc  feen  nothing  in  Solotnon^  but  what 
^'■^f  l"n°  was  truly  great  and  wonderful  i  but  the  later  Adlions  of  his 
eice  of  his    Life  do  fadly  tarnifti  and  difgrace  his  Charadler.  For  he  gave 
foreign        himfclf  up  to  the  Love  oijirange  Women,  fuch  as  were  de- 
^'^"-  fcended 

*  Our  excellent  Commentator,  Bifliop  Patrick,  tells  us,  that 
a  very  great  Man  of  our  own  (but  is  filent  as  to  his  Name)  has 
obferv'd,  that  fuch  Things,  as  the  Difference  of  Apparel,  the 
Order  of  fitting  at  Table,  and  the  Attendance  of  Solomon  s 
Servants,  and  Minifters,  were  juftly  admir'd  by  the  Queen  of 
Sheba,  as  an  Indication  of  his  Wifdom  ;  for  they  are  the  Out- 
nuorks  (as  he  calls  them)  nvhich  prefer've  Majejly  itfelf  from 
Approaches  and  Surprix-als',  and  ijuhatfoenjer  Prince  departs  from 
ihefe  Forms y  and  Trappings,  and  Ornaments  of  his  Dignity 
and  Pre-eminence,  'will  hardly  be  able^  at  fome  Time,  to  pre' 
fer've  the  Body  itfelf  of  Majejly  from  Intrufon^  In-vafon,  and 
Violation. 

*  After  a  very  complementive  Speech,  in  which  Jofephui 
makes  this  Queen  addreis  King  Solomon,  among  other  valuable 
Prefents  recorded  in  Scripture,  they  fpeak  alfo^  fays  he,  of  a 
Root  of  Balfam,  'which  Jhe  brought  'with  her,  'which  (according 
to  a  Tradition  we  have)  (was  the  firfi  Plant  of  the  Kind,  that 
e<ver  came  into  Judea,  'where  it  hath  propagatsd fo  'wenderfullj 
everfnce.    Jewilh  Antic^.  lib.  viii.  C.  ^» 
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fcended  from   idolatrous   Nations,  and,  befides   Pharaohh    A.  M. 
Daughter  f  mention'd  before,  .marry 'd  Wives  from  among ^°°''^.^* 
the  Moabites^  the  Ammonites^  the   Hittites^  the  Idumcans^  10C3,  feff* 
znA  the  Sidonians.     Nay,  fo  unbounded  was  his  Luft,   that  F';o'"  i  Kin. 
he  had  feven  hundred  Wives,  and  three  hundred  Concubines,  ^"^  '^°  ^  ^ 
who   confpir'd   not  a  little  to    pervert  his  Heart,  and  fe-chion. 
duce  him,  in  his  old  Agej  to  the  Worfhip  of  their  feveral  --0<'"'SJ 
Idols. 

Provok'd  at  this  his  fad  y^o/?<?f)')Godfent  a  Prophet  to 
upbraid  him  with   his   Ingratitude,  and  to  pronounce   this 

heavy  Judgment  upon   him  : "  That,  as  he  had  re- 

*'  volted  from  his  Worfhip,  fo  the  major  Part  of  his  King- 
*'  dom  fliould  revolt  from  him,  and  put  themfelves  under 
*'  the  Government  of  one  of  his  Servants^  tho'  not  in  his 
*'  Days,  yet  in  thofe  of  his  immediate  Succeflbr  :  "  And^ 
to  make  him  fenfible,  that  this  Judgment  began  already  to 
operate,  he  rais'd  up  feveral  Enemies  to  the  Difturbance  of 
his  Peace,  which,  as  long  as  he  continu'd  in  God's  Ser- 
vicCj  he  enjoy'd  without  Interruption. 

*  The  firji  of  thefe  was  Hadad  of  the  Blood-royal  of  J,^'^"™^ 
Edom)  who  having  fled  from  Joab,  when  he  ravag'd  the  raisd  up  td 

Country, '^'^'"■^  '** 

''     latter  Part 
of  hi:  Reigtiy 

■\  Pharaoh's  Daughter  is  generally  fupposM  to  have  been  iXand  /..s 
Profelyte  to  the  Jc^uijh  Religion,  and  theTtforeSo/omo»,  in  mar--^-"'^'- 
rying  her,  incurr'd  no  P'ault ;  but,  in  marrying  fo   many  Wo- 
men befides,  and  thefe  of  a  different  Religion,  lie  committed 
two  Sins  againll  the  Law  ;  one,  in  multiplying  Wives,  and  ano- 
ther,in  marrying  thofe  of  ftrange  Nations,  who  ftill  retain'd  their 
Idolatry  :     And  therefore  the  wife  Son  of  Sirach,  amidfi:  all  tlie 
Encomiums,   that  he  heaps  upon  Solomcn,  could  not  forget  this 
heinous  Iniquity,  and  terrible  Flaw  in  his  Charaden     Thcu  didji 
boiM  thy  Loins  to  Wometiy  and,  by   thy   Body^  thou  njoaji  brought 
into  SubjeSlion.     Thou  didJi  Jiain  thine  Honour^  and  pollute  thy 
Seedyfo  that  thou  brought eji  V/rath  upon  thy  Children,  and 'vjaji 
grieved  for   thy    Folly.      Ecclus.  xlvii.    ig,    20.    and  Patrick' i 
Commentary. 

*  Hadad  was  a  young  Prince  of  the  royal  Family  of  Idumcea^ 
who  fled  into  Eoypt,  when  Prti^/V  conquer'd  that  Country  :  For 
Dai)id,  having  obtained  a  fignal  Vidory  under  the  ConduO.  of 
Abijf}ai,  who,  at  that  Time,  commanded  in  chief,  fent  Joab 
afterwards  with  an  Order  to  kill  all  the  Males,  that  fhould  be 
found  in  the  Land.  But  Hadad  had  efcap  d  into  Egypt,  where, 
finding  Favour  in  the  Eyes  of  the  King,  he  marry'd  his  W^ife's 
Sifter,  and  there  fettled.  Bur,  after  the  Death  of  David,  he 
returned  into  Idur/K^a^  and  gave  Sojomon  no  fmall  Moleftation, 

Vol.  IV.  S  For, 
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A.  M,     Country,  and   put  the   male  Children  to  death,  efcap'd  tcJ 
An"c^if  ^^^^^°^^  ^'"g  ^^  Egypt ^:Vi\).tx&  he  marry'd  his  Sifter  Teph- 
1003,  &c'.   n^h ;  but,  upon  David's  Death,  return'd  to  his  own  Coun-' 
From  I  Kin.  try,  and  recover'd  the  Kingdom,     f  The  fecond  was  Re- 
!!'"• '**-*'^'*  25W,  who  flying  from  his  Mafter  Hadadexer  King  of  Zobahy 
Chron.        gather'd  together  a  great  Number  of  Men,  over  whom  he 
V./'VXJ  made  himfelf  Captain.^  and,  with  their  Afliftance,  feizing  on 
Damafcus^  he  there  reign'd  as  King  of  Syria^  and   confe- 
derated with  Hadad  to  diftrefs  Solomon  in  the  declining  Part 
of  his  Reign.     But  f  the  moft  dangerous  Enemy  of  all  was 

Jeroboam^ 

For,  entering  into  a  League  with  Pazotii  a  Fugitive  from  his 
Mafter  Hadadezer  King  oi Zohah,  but  who  had  now  made  him- 
felf King  of  fome  Part  of  Syria,  he,  by  his  Afliftance,  made  fo 
many  Inroads  upon  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  that  all  Things  were  in 
the  utmoft  Confulion,  even  before  Solomon  died.  Calmet's  Com- 
mentary, and  'Jofefhiis'%  Jewifti  Antiq.  lib.  viii.  c.  2. 

•f-  When  Da'vid  made  War  againft  Hadadezer,  Rezoti,  one  of 
his  Generals,  efcap'd  from  the  Field  of  Battle,  with  the  Troops 
under  his  Command  j  and,  having  liv'd  for  a  little  while  by  Plun- 
der and  Robbery,  at  length  feiz'd  on  Damafcus,  and  reign'd 
there.  But  his  Reign  was  not  long  :  For  Da'vid  took  Damaf- 
cus, as  well  as  the  other  Parts  oi  Syria,  and  left  it  in  Subjeftion 
to  his  Son  Solomon,  till  God  was  pleas'd  to  fufFer  this  Rezon  to 
recover  Damafcus,  and  there  re-eftablilh  himfelf,  to  the  great 
Difturbance  of  the  latter  Part  of  Solomons  Reign.  Calmefi 
Commentary. 

■\  As  Solomon  was  engag'd  in  feveral  great  Buildings,  he  took 
care  to  fet  proper  Perfons  over  the  Works,  among  whom  Jero- 
boam was  one,  and  the  Workmen  under  his  Command  feem  to 
be  chiefly  of  the  Tribe  oi  Ephraim,     How  he  acquitted  himfelf 
in  this  Capacity,  we  are  not  told  ;  but  the  Pretence  of  his  being 
angry  with  Solomon,  and  fomenting  Jealoufies  among  the  People, 
was  the  Building  of  Millo.     Millo  was  a  deep  Valley,  between 
the  old  Jcrufalem,  and  the  City  of  David,  Part   of  which  Da- 
i-id fiU'd  up,  and  thereupon  made  both  a  Fortrefs,  and  a  Place 
for  the  People  to  aflemble.     Another  Part  of  it  Solomon  fill'd  up, 
to  build  a  Palace  for  his  Queen,  the  Daughter  o^ Pharaoh.  The 
prodigious  Expence,  which  this  Work  coft,  gave  yeroboam  an 
Opportunity  to  infufe  a  Spirit  of  Sedition   into  his  Brethren  of 
the  Tribe  of  Ephraim  ;  to  complain  heavily   of  hard   Labour, 
they  wereforc'd  to  fubmit  to,  and  the  Taxes  they  were  obhg'd 
10  pay  ;  and  to  reprefent  the  whole  Thing  as  a  Work  of  Va- 
nity, merely  to  gratify  a  proud  foreign  Woman,  and  a  filly  do- 
ting King  ;    and,  by  thefe   Infinuations,     he    wrought   in  the 
People  a  DifafFedion  to  Solomon,  and   his  Government.     Pa- 
trick's 
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yeroboam,  the  Son  of  Nebat,  a  bold  and  eriterprizing  Man,     A.  m« 
whom  Solomon  had  made   Overfeer  of  his  Buildings,  ^nd  ^°° ' > J:^'',"' 
who,  for  his    great  Abilities,  was  the  chief  Ruler   in  the  ,003,  &c. ' 
Houfe  <?/'Jofeph,  i.e.  in  the  Tribes  of  Ephraim  and  y^/«- From  1  Kin. 
najfeh.     f  The  Prophet  Ahijah,  as  he  was  walking  in  thej^'^  ^^^^ 
Fields,  happen'd  to  meet  him;  and,  having  acquainted  himchron. 
from  God,  that  he;  had  appointed  him  to  be  Solomon  s  Sue-  (^^V^^ 
ceiTor  in  ten  Tribes  out   of  twelve,  and   that,  if  he  would 
adhere  to  his  Service,  the  Government  fhould  be  eftablifh'd 
in  his  Family  :     As  he  was  but  ill  afFedled   to   Solomon  be- 
fore, and  now  encourag'd  by  the  Prophet's  Promifes,  he  be- 
gan to  ftir,  and  follicit  the  People  to  a  Revolt,  f  The  King 
having  Intelligence  of  this,    was  thinking  to  take  him  into 
Cuftody,  but  he  made  his  Efcape,  and  fled  f  unto  Shijhak 

B  2  King 

trick\  Commentary,  and  Calmei''^  Dldidnary^  under  the  Word 
Millo. 

•f  Ahijah  was  a  Native  of  Bhiloh,  and  one  of  thofe  who  wrote 
the  Annals  of  King  Solomon  s  Reign,  2  Chron.  ix.  29.  He  is 
thought  to  have  been  the  Perfon,  who  fpake  twice  to  Solomon 
from  God  ;  once,  while  he  was  building  fhe  Temple,  at  which 
Time  hepromis'd  him  his  Proteftion,  i  Kings  vi.  12.  and  at 
another  Time,  when  he  had  fallen  into  all  his  Irregularities,  and 
God  exprefs'd  his  Indignation  againft  him  in  bitter  Threats  and 
Reproaches,  i  Kings  xii.  6.  His  Predidion  to  Solomon,  that  he 
would  one  Day  be  perverted  by  Women  ;  and  that  to  Jero- 
boam, that  Heifers,  (meaning  the  two  golden  Calves,  which  he 
fet  up)  would  alienate  him  from  the  Service  of  God,  are  both 
taken  Notice  of  by  Epiphanius,  de  Vila  &  Morte  Prophet.  Cal- 
met\  Didionary,  under  the  Word  Ahijah. 

-f  How  Solomon  came  to  know,  what  was  thus  tranfaded  be- 
tween Ahijah  and  Jeroboam  alone,  is  a  Queltion  of  no  great 
Difficulty:  For  perhaps  the  Prophet  made  no  Scruple  to  report 
what  he  had  deliver'd  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  ;  perhaps  Jero- 
boam himfelf,  being  puff'd  up  with  this  AfTurancc,  could  not 
contain,  but  told  it  to  fome  of  his  Confidents  who  fpread  it  a- 
broad  ;  or  perhaps  his  Servants,  tho'  tliey  heard  not  the  Words, 
that  the  Prophet  fpake,  yet,  feeing  him  rend  the  Garment  into 
twelve  Parts,  and  give  ten  to  him,  might  fpeak  of  this  ftrange, 
and  unaccountable  Adlion,  which  Solomon,  as  foon  as  he  came 
to  hear  of  it,  might  eafiiy  underftand,  becaufe  the  fame  Prophet, 
very  likely,  had  told  him,  but  juft  before,  that  the  Kingdom 
fiyould  be  rent  from  him,  and  given  to  his  Servant,  i  Kings  xW. 
8,  Patrick's  Comment. 

f  All  the  Kings  of  Egypt,  from  the  Time  of  Abraham,  are, 
in  the  facred  Hirtory,  called  by  the  Name  of  Pharaoh,  unlefs 

Ramefesy 
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A.  M.  King  of  Egypt,  where  he  continu'd  for  the  fmall  Remainder 
A°°''ch^^ft  of  ■^'^'^'''^""'s  Life,  i  who,  having  reign'd  forty  Years,  died 
ICO-,  &c.  about  the  fifty-eighth  Year  of  his  Age;  was  bury'd  in  the 
From  I  Kin.  City  of  David  i  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  f  Rehoboam. 
!"'•  ^''-  ^'^^  REHOBOAM, 

End  ot  2  ' 

•  J^lV-vj  Ramefes,  that  is  mention'd  in  Gen.  xlvii.  1 1.  be  the  Name  of  a 
King,  not  a  Country  ;  fo  that  this  is  the  firft,  we  meet  with, 
called  by  his  proper  Name  from  the  reft  of  the  Pharaohs.  W'ho 
this  Egyptian  Prince  was,  the  Learned  are  not  agreed.  The 
Opinion  is  pretty  general,  that  it  was  the  famous  Se/of.ris,  men- 
tion'd in  Herodotus,  and  of  whom  we  have  fpoke  before,  but  his 
Life  could  hardly  be  extended  to  this  Period.  Our  great  UJher 
fets  him  a  vaft  Way  backward,  even  to  the  Time  of  the  If- 
raelites  Peregrination,  and  fome  Chronolcgers  carry  it  farther  : 
But  be  that  as  it  will,  'tis  very  probable,  that  the  Prince  had 
taken  fome  Offence  at  Solomon,  otherwife  he  would  hardly  have 
harbour'd  fuch  feditious  Refugees,  as  Jtroboam  was.  Patyick''% 
and  he  Clcrc^s  Commentaries. 

■\- Jo/ephus  \udLecditQ\\s  us,  (Antiq.  lib.  viii.  c.  3.)  that  5o/(?- 
mon  liv'd  to  a  great  Age,  that  he  reign'd  eighty  Years,  and  died 
at  ninety  four  ;  but  this  is  a  manifeit  Error  in  that  Hiflorian, 
which  ouf  faying,  that  the  Scriptures  give  us  only  an  Account  of 
Solomon  while  he  continu'd  in  a  State  of  Piety,  but  that  Jofefhus^ 
Computation  takes  in  the  whole  of  his  Life,  is  a  poor  and  forc'd 
Way  of  reconciling.  The  Authority  oi  Jofepbus  mn^nevtr 
be  put  in  Ballance  with  that  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  from  whence 
may  be  learned,  that  SoIomonAWd  to  the  Age  of  fifty  eight,  or 
thereabout,  becaufe  we  may'v'ery  well  prefum.e,  that  his  immo- 
derate Purfuit  of  fenfual  Pleafu  res  both  fhorten'd  his  Life,  and 
left  an  eternal  Stain  upon  his  Memory  :  Orhervvife  the  Cha- 
rafter,  which  the  Author  of  Ecclejiajlicus  gives  of  this  Prince, 
is  very  beautiful :  ■'  '  — •  Solomon  reigned  in  a  peaceable  Time, 

and  'vjas  honoured  j  for  God  made  all  quiet  round  about  him,  that 
he  might  build  an  Houfe  in  his  "Name,  and  prepare  his  SanSluary 
for  e'ver.  Hoiu  'wife  ixiaji  thou  in  thy  Youth,  and  as  a.  Flood  fil- 
led <with  Vnderfianding  !  Thy  Soul  covered  the  nxjhole  Earth,  and 
thou  flledjl  it  nvith  dark  Parables.  Thy  Name  ^vent  far  unto  the 
Iflands,  and  for  thy  Peace  thou  inajl  helo'ved.  The  Countries  mar- 
^  'veiled  at  thee  for  thy  Songs  and  Proverbs,  and  Parables,    and 

Interpretations.  By  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  tishich  is  called  the 
Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  thou  didji  gather  Gold  as  Tin,  and  didji  m.ul- 
tiply  Silver  as  Lead  '.  But  thou  didfl  ioiAJ  thy  Loins  unto  Women^ 
&c.     Ecclus.  xlvii.  13,^^. 

f  Notwithftanding  the  vaft  Multitude  of  Wives  that  Solomon 
had,  the  Scripture  makes  mention  of  no  more  than  three  Chil- 
dren, this  Son,  and  two  Daughters,  that  are  fpoken  of  i  Kings 
iv.  1 1. 1 5,  and  (what  is  ftrange)  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Story,  it 

takeg 
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RE  HOBO  JM,  as  foon  as  his  Father  was  dead,  went  to    A;  M. 
t  Sbechem,  where  all  the  Chief  oi  the  People  were  met  to- Jn°^cS! 
gether  to  proclaim  him  King  ;  but,  as  the  Nation  had  been  joo^,  &c. 
buithen'd  with  feme  heavy  Taxes  during  his  Father's  Reign,  Frnm  '  Kin. 
before  they  would  agree  to  recognize  him,  they  f  defir'd  a^"'j^f^  ^ 
Re  Ire f  of  their  Grievances,  and,  in  Hopes  of  awing  himchron. 
into  a  Compliance,  fent  for  Jeroboam  out  of  Egypt  to  appear  V.>OrNJ 
at  the  Head  of  the  Affetnhly.  Rchoboam, 

■n  rr^         bis  ison  s 

^3  -^  "^  Acceff.on  to 

the  throne, 

takes  no  Notice  (as  ufually  it  does)  of  his  Mother's  Nation,  or  ""'^  impru- 

Family,  tho' in  the  Conclufion  of  it,  [\  Kings  x\y.  zx^ 'Si-)   ^"    ^^f 

it  twice  reminds  us,  that  fhe  was  an  Ammonitefs  by  Birth,  and 
that  her  Name  was  Naamah.  Rchoboam  was  born  in  the  firft 
Year  of  his  Father's  Reign,  and  was  therefore  much  about  forty 
one,  when  he  entered  upon  the  Government  ;  but  he  was  an 
unfkilful  and  imprudent  Man,  and  therefore  made  a  very  fahe 
Step  at  his  firft  Acceffion  to  the  Throne.  The  Author  of  Ec' 
elejiajlicus  gives  us  no  advantageous  Character  of  him,  when  he 
terms  him  A  Man  'void  of  Vnderjianding,  ivho  turned  the  People 
aivay  nvith  his  Counfel,  Chap,  xlvii.  23.  Nay,  his  own  Son 
makes  but  a  faint  Apology  for  him,  when'he  tells  the  People, 
that  he  wasyoung  (young  in  Underftanding)  and  tender-hearted, 
and  could  not  nvithjiand  his  Enemies,  2  Chron.  xiii.  7.  and  there- 
fore fome  have  imagin'd,  that  his  Father  Solomon  had  him  in  his 
Thoughts,  when  hefaid,  in  his  Preacher,  I  hated  all  my  Labour, 
Kvhich  I  had  taken  under  the  Sun,  becaufe  I  ivas  to  league  it  to  a 
Man,  that  Jhould  come  after  me  ;  And  'vjho  knonveth  nvhcther  he 
Jhallhe  a  ivife  Man,  or  a  Fool  ?  yet  Jl^all  he  hanje  Rule  o'ver  all 
my  Labour,  moherein  I ha've  laboured:  This  alfois  Vanity,  Chap, 
ii.  18,  19.     Calmet\  and  Patrick''^  Commentaries. 

-f-  This  City  ftood  not  only  in  the  Center  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Jfrael,  but  in  the  Middle  of  the  Tribe  of  Ephraim,  wherein 
there  was  the  greateft  Number  of  Malecontents.  It  was  there- 
fore very  probably  by  the  Management  of  Jeroboam,  or  fome  of 
his  Friends,  who  durft  not  perhaps  venture  themfelves  at  fcru' 
falem,  that  this  City  was  made  choice  of  for  the  Place  of  a  ge- 
neral Convention,  becaufe  they  might  more  fecurely  propofe 
their  Grievances,  (which  they  were  refoiv'd  to  do)  and  ufe  a 
greater  Freedom  of  Speech,  than  they  could  at  Jerufalem, 
where  the  Family  of  Da^vid  \\a.s  more  powerful,  more  numerous, 
and  better  fupported.  Catmeth  Commentary,  and  Poo/'s  An- 
notations. 

\  What  the  particular  Grievances  were,  that  thefe  People 
dcfir'd  to  have  redrefs'd,  we  may  gather  from  i  Kings  iv,  7, 
t^c.  viz.  the  Tribute  Solomon  exadttd  for  his  Builaings.  the 
Expences  of  his  Family,  and  the  Maintenance  of  his  Chariots 

and 
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The  People  accordingly  prefentcd  their  j1ddrefs\  but, 
inftead  of  a  gracious  Anfwer,  (which  his  Father's  old  Coun- 
fellors  by  all  Means  advis'd,  as  the  only  Way  to  engage 
them  to  his  Intereft  for  ever)  fome  f  young  Politicians^ 
that  had  been  *  brought  up  with  him,  were  of  a  contrary 
Opinion,  viz.  that  fuch  Conccjjions  would  look  like  Fear  and 
Pufillanimity  y  that  hard  Words  would  frighten  them  into 
TkeRwolt  Obedience  ;  and  that,  inftead  of  redreffing,  his  Bufinefs  was 
%-ribei^'^tuho^^  tell  them,  that  he  inteiided  to  increafe  their  Grievances, 
make  jero-    This   Counfel    Rchoboam  had  the   Imprudence  to  follow 5 

ho^vci  their  ^^^^^ 

and  Horfes,  which,  being  for  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  ought 
to  have  been  borne  more  contentedly  by  a  People  enjoying  fuch 
a  large  Share  of  Peace  and  Plenty,  and  from  a  Prince,  who  had 
brought  in  fuch  vaft  Riches  to  his  Subjeds,  as  made  Silver  to  be 
of  no  Value  at  all  in  his  Days,  Chap.  x.  2 1 .  But  People  are  more 
fenfible  of  their  PrefTures,  than  of  their  Enjoyments,  and  feel 
the  leaft  Burdens,  when  they  are  moft  at  Eafc.  It  is  obfer- 
vable,  however,  that,  among  all  their  Complaints,  they  take 
no  Notice  of  Solomons  Idolatry,  or  the  ftrange  Worfhip,  which 
he  had  introduc'd,  tho'  this,  one  would  think,  fhould  have  been 
reckoned  among  the  greateft  of  their  Grievances.  Patrick'z 
Commentary. 

•f  They  were  not  fo  young,  but  they  might  have  known  bet- 
ter ;  for  as  Rehoboam  was  one  and  forty  Years  old,  when  he  en- 
ter'd  upon  his  Kingdom,  fo  thefe  Gentlemen,  having  been 
brought  up  with  him,  muft  have  been  much  about  the  fame  Age; 
but  they  were  raw  and  unexperienc'd,  and  unacquainted  with  the 
Humours  of  the  People,  and  therefore  they  gave  the  King  fuch 
unfeafonable  Advice.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

*  It  was  a  common  Cuftom  among  the  Kings  of  the  Eajl,  to 
have  their  Sons  educated  among  other  young  Lords,  that  were 
of  the  fame  Age,  which,  as  it  created  a  generous  Spirit  of  Emu- 
lation, and  both  endear'd  the  Prince  to  the  Nobles,  and  the 
Nobles  to  the  Prince,  could  not  but  tend  greatly  to  the  Benefit 
of  the  Publick.  Sejljiris,  the  moft  famous  Prince,  that  ever 
JVy/i/ produced,  is  faid  to  have  been  educated  this  Way  :  And, 
by  the  gallant  Youths,  that  were  his  Contemporaries  and  Fel- 
low-Pupils, it  was,  that  he  afterwards  did  fo  many  furprifing 
Adions.  The  fame  Cuftom  was  in  Ufc  among  the  Perfians,  as 
we  may  learn  from  the  Life  of  Cyrus  ;  and,  of  Jlexander  the 
Great  we  are  told,  that  his  Father  P^V;/ had  him  train'd  up,  in 
his  Youth,  among  thofe  young  Noblemen,  who  became  his 
great  Captains  in  the  Conqueft  of  all  JJia.  So  that  Solomon's 
Method  and  Defign,  in  the  Education  of  his  Son,  was  wife  and 
well  concerted,  tho'  it  faii'd  of  Sucgefs,  Calmet'$  Cotn- 
liientary. 
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which  fo  difgufted  the  People,  that  they  threw  off  all  Jllle-     A.  M. 
giance^  and  declar'd    for  another  King.     When  Rehohoam'^^'^^'^^' 
came  to  underftand  this,  he  f  fent  Adoram^  his  Colle£foy\  to  100^.  ^c. 
appeafe  them,    and    probably   to    aflure   them,   that   their ^rom  iKin. 
Taxes  fhould  be  abated  ;  but  this  Pacification  came  too  late  :^'":  'V''* 
Their  Paflions  were  fo  exafperatcd,  that  they  fell  upon  the  i  chion. 
Colle£ior^  and  fton'd   him   to  Death,  without  fo  much  as  v>^V%J 
once   hearing  what  he   had  to   fay.     Rchoboam  feeing  this 
thought  it  high  Time  to  confult  his   own  Safety,  by  f  ha- 
ftening  to  his  Chariot^  and  fleeing  to  ferufalem  j  by  which 
Means  he  fecur'd  the  two  Tribes  of  "Judah  and  Benjamin^ 
but  all  the  reft  of  the  Ifraelites  made  choice   of  "Jeroboajn. 
And  thus  was  this  great  and  goodly  Kingdom,   almoft  in  its 
Infancy.,  fplit  into  two   Parts ;    and,  for  ever  afterwards, 
went  under  different  Denominations,  the  Kingdo?n  c/' Judah, 
and  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael,  tho'  the  latter  included  the  whole 
before. 

As  foon  as  Rehoboam  was  got  fafe  to  ferufalem^  he  be- 
gan to  meditate  Revenge  for  the  Affront  put  upon  himfelf  in 
the  Perfon  of  Adoram  his  Colle£ior ;  and  therefore  (to  reduce 
the  Rebel-Tribes  by  Force  of  Arms)  he  put  himfelf  at  the 
Head  of  an  hundred  and  eighty  Thoufand  chofen  Troops 
of  the  two  Tribes,  which  continu'd  faithful  to  him.  But, 
while  they  were  on  their  March,  the  f  Prophet  Shemaiahy 
by  the  Direition  of  God,  advis'd  them  to  defift,  and  return 

B  4.  every 

•\  It  was  certainly  a  Piece  of  great  Imprudence  to  fend  any 
one  to  treat  with  them,  when  they  were  fo  highly  exafperated ; 
but  to  fend  him,  that  was  an  obnoxious  Man,  as  having  the 
principal  Care  of  the  very  Tributes,  they  complain'd  of,  was 
downright  Infatuation  ;  becaufe  nothing  is  fo  natural,  as  to 
hate  thofe,  that  are  the  Inftruments  of  our  Oppreffion,  or  any 
ways  employ'd  in  it.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

f  This  is  the  firft  Time  that  we  read  of  a  King's  riding  in  a 
Chariot.  Saul,  and  Da'vid,  and  Solomon  rode  in  none  ;  but, 
after  the  Divifion  of  the  Kingdom,  Mention  is  frequently  made 
of  the  Ufe  of  them,  both  by  the  Kings  of  Judah,  and  Ifrael. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

\  This  Prophet  was  very  well  known  in  the  Reign  of  Reho- 
boam :  He  is  fuppofed  to  have  wrote  the  Annals  of  that  Prince  ; 
and,  of  what  Authority  he  was  in  Judah,  we  may  gather  from 
thisPaflage,  where  he  is  faid  to  have  prevailed  with  the  King, 
and  an  hundred  and  fourfcore  Thoufand  Men,  to  lay  down  their 
Arms,  and  return  Home,  merely  by  declaring,  that  the  Di'vi- 
Jion,  which  had  happened,  was  by  the  Order  and  /^ppoiiument 
of  God.    Calmct'%  Commentary, 
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A.  M.     every  one  to  his  own  Home  ;  becaufe  by  the  Divine  Will 
3001,  &c.  j^j^j  Picafure  it  vi/as,  that  this  Divifion  of  the  Kingdom  came 
loo-    S"!-. '^^  P'^^^*     Hereupon   all   the  Armv',  with  Rehoboam's  Con- 
From      fent,  was  difbanded  ;  and  he,  to  fecure  the  Dominions  that 
I  Kini;s_v:ii.  ^^,gj.g  j^fj.  j^jj-j^^  repair'd  and  fortify'd  fifteen  Frontier  To'wns  ; 
of  2  chron.  ^^^^'^    fcveral   Strong-Holds  in  the  Heart  of  his  Country  j 
^,/'"Y'%j  furnifli'd    them  with  good  Garrifons^  and  Provifions  j  and 
erefted  Magazines  in  fcveral  Cities,  out  of  which  the   Sol- 
diers might,  on  all  Occafions,  be  fupply'd  with  Arms. 
Jeroboam         JEROBOAM^   on  the  other  Hand,  was  not  idle. 
Jets  u^  t-wo  but  enlarg'd   and  beautify 'd  Shechem,  and   made  it  a  Royal 
cllJc's         City.     After  he  had  refided  there  for  fome  Time,  he  went 
at  Dan  and  to  the  Other   Side  of  'Jcrdan^  and  repair'd    PenueU  which 
Bethel.        y/as  antlently  a  fortify'd  Place,  and   there  refided  likewife, 
in  Hopes  of  gaining  the  AfFeilions  of  the  two  Tribes  and  an 
Half.     Amidll  all  thcfe  Endeavours  to  fettle  himfelf  firm  on 
the  Throne,  there  was  one  Thing  he  thought  he  had  Rea- 
fon  to  apprehend,  vi%.  that  his  Subje£l:s  might  return  to  their 
Allegiance  to  the  Houfe  of  David^  in  cafe  they  were  per- 
mitted to  go  up,   thrice  every  Year,  (as  the  Law  directed) 
to  worfliip  at  "Jerufalem  ;    he  therefore  made  a  bold  Altera- 
tion in  Religion,  and  fet  up  two  golden  Calves,,  (with  Altars 
belonging  to  them)  the  one  in  Bethel^  which  was  the  mofl: 
Scuthern,  and  the  other  in  Dan,,  which  was  the  moft  Nor- 
thern Part  of  the  Country,  the  better  to  fuit  the  Convenien- 
cy   of  all  their  Votaries.      The    regular  Priefts,   however, 
would  not  comply   with  him  in  thefe  Idolatries^  and  there- 
fore he  inhibited- them  the  Exercife  of  their  own  Religion, 
banifli'd  them  his  Kingdom,  feiz'd  on  their  Pofleflions,  and 
appointed  J   any,  who  was  fo  minded,   to  officiate  about 

thefe 

X  The  Hebrew  Words,  Miketzoth  Hctam,  do  properly  fignify 
iiiii  of  all  the  People,  and  not  the  loHJoeJl  of  the  People.  This  Ex- 
pofition  Bochart  has  juftify'd  by  a  great  many  Examples  of  the 
Ufes  of  thefe  Words  in  other  Places :  So  that  their  Meaning 
mud  be,  not  that  Jeroboam  employ'd  the  Rtfufe  of  the  People 
only,  but  that  he  employ'd  any,  though  they  were  not  of  the 
Tribe  of  Zt-w,  though  they  had  no  previous  Qualifications  to 
recommend  them,  to  officiate  as  Priefts  about  his  Idols.  To 
employ  the  meaneft  of  the  People  only  in  this  Office,  had  been 
bad  Policy,  and  expofing  his  new  Inilitution  to  Contempt ;  but 
to  admit  any,  that  ofier'd  themfelves,  of  what  Rank  or  Quality 
foever ;  to  lay  open  the  Priefthood,  and  defroy  the  needlefs  Dif- 
titidion  of  Men  a?id  Things,  (as  the  modern  Phrafe  is)  this  had  in 
it  the  Air  of  Free-Thinking,  and  mull  therefore  be  a  very  grate- 
ful 
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thefenew-erefted  Idols :  By  which  Means  a  great  Acceflion    A.  M. 
of  Stref2gth  accru'd  to  Rehoboa?ns  Party ;  for  the  Priefts,  j°„"/'cfr& 
that  were  banifh'd,  reforted  all  to  Jerujalem,  and  as  many  100^,  &€*. 
of  the  other  Tribes,  as  had  any  Regard  to  the  true  Worfhip     from 
of  God,  follow'd  them.  _  _  l^"^^ 

To  give  the  better  Countenance  to  his  new-invented  ^t-  &{  2  chion. 
li^ion,  Jeroboam  himfelf  was  accuftom'd  fometimes  to  offi-  s>*V"x/ 
date  ;  and  therefore,  on  a  ffolemn  Feajl,  which  he  had  ap-  ^^  Bethel 
pointed  at  Bethel,  as  he  flood  by  the  Altar  for  that  Purpofe,  tlvS^/"* 
a  certain  f  Prophet,  who  came  from  Judah,  foretold  him,  and n^jfor'd 
that /^(2/ very  Altar,  which  he  had  erected,  fhould  one  Day  ^-^ '^' ^'■°- 
be  polluted,  and  deftroy'd  by  a  Child,  born  of  the  Houfe  of  j.j^'g-^  "*" 

David, 

ful  Thing,  and  ingratiate  himfelf,  no  doubt,  with  the  People. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

f  As  the  Jeivs  had  their  FeaJ}  of  Tabernacles  on  the  fifteenth 
Day  of  the  fe'venth  PJonth,  fo  Jeroboam  had  a  Feaft  on  the  fif- 
teenth Day  of  the  eighth  Month,  which  he  inftituted  of  his  own 
Accord.  Some  fuppofe  indeed,  that  as  this  Feaft  was  appointed 
by  God  to  be  obferv'd  after  the  Gathering  in  of  the  Fruits, 
which  might  be  fooner  ripe  in  Jerufalem,  than  in  the  Northern 
Parts  of  the  Country ;  fo  Jeroboa/n.  might  pretend,  that  the 
eighth  JVIonth  would  be  a  better  Time  for  it,  than  the  feventh, 
becaufe  then  they  would  every  where  be  gathered.  Others  ima- 
gine, that  he  might  have  this  farther  Defign  in  the  Alteration  of 
this  Month,  wz.  that  the  People  of  Judah,  when  their  own 
Feaft  was  over  a  Month  before  at  Jerufalem,  might  have  Opportu- 
nity to  come  to  his,  if  their  Curiofity  led  them.  But  the  plain 
Cafe  is,  that  he  did  every  Thing  he  could  in  Oppofition  to  the 
ef.abliped  Religion,  and  his  chief  Intention  was  to  alienate  the  Peo- 
ple from  Jernfalem.  Bedford^  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi,  c.  2. 

\  Who  this  Prophet  was.  Commentators  are  not  agreed. 
The  Je'ws  would  generally  have  it  to  have  hctvilddoi  but,  un- 
lefs  we  may  fuppofe  that  wiiat  is  here  related  fell  out  in  the  latter 
End  of  Jeroboam\  Reign,  Iddo  could  not  be  the  Perfon  ;  be- 
caufe Iddo  was  alive  in  the  Days  of  Ahijah,  Son  of  Reholoam, 
whereas  the  Prophet  here  fpoken  of  died,  in  a  Manner,  as  foon 
as  he  had  deliver'd  his  Prophecy.  Others  therefore  have 
thought,  that  this  Prophet,  who  came  to  rebuke  Jeroboam,  was 
Ahijah,  the  fame,  who  had  foretold  him  his  Exaltation  to  the 
Crown  of  Ifrael:  But,  befides  that  Ahijah  was  alive  after  the 
Time,  that  this  Prophet  was  flain,  Ahijah  was  certainly  a  Na- 
tive of  Shiloh,  and  liv'd  in  Shiloh,  which  is  in  the  Tribe  of 
Ephraim,  and  Part  of  Jeroboayns  Dominions ;  whereas  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  faid  of  this  Prophet,  that  he  came  from  Judah:  So  that 
there  is  no  Foundation,  fo  much  as  for  a  Conjedure,  what  the 
Name  of  this  Man  of  God  was.  Patrick'^  and  Calmet'i  Com- 
mentaries. 
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A.  M.  Dav'uly  t  whofe  Name,  in  future  Ages,  fhould  be  Jofias ; 
in°.' Chr[ft,^"'^»  for  the  Proof  of  thel'ruth  of  his  Prcdi6tion,  he  added, 
1003,  &c.  that  immediately  it  fhould  be  fplit,     Incens'd  at  this  Frce- 

From      (jom  of  Speech,  'Jeroboam  ftretch'd  out  his  Hand,  and  called 

\o  th!f  End  ^^  ^'^°'^   ^^'^'  ^0°^  by»  ^^  ^^'^^  ^h^  Prophet ;  but,    as    he 
pi  2  chron.  ftretch'd  it  out,  his  Arm  grew  fo    flifF,  that  he   could  not 
V^nOVpull  it  back  again,  and  the  Altar,  being  fplit  afunder,  let  the 
Fire,  and  the  Afhes,  that  were  thereon,  fall  to  the  Ground. 
J EROBOJMhYX.h\s  Means  was  fenfibly  convinc'd 
of  his  Impiety,  and  intreatcd  the  Prophet   to  intercede  with 
God,  for   the  Reftoration  of  his  Hand.     The  Prophet  in 
this  Particular    comply'd  with    his  Requeft ;  but  when  the 
King  defir'kl   his  Company  to  dine  with  him  on  Purpofe  to 
make  him  a  Rccompence  for    his  miraculous  Cure,  he  de- 
clin'd  the  Invitation,  upon  Account  of  d^pofttive  Divine  In- 
junction, that  he  fhould  make  no  Stay  in  the  Place,  not  fo 
much  as  to   eat  or  drink  in  it,  or  f  return   by  the  fame 
Way.  In 

-|-  This  is  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  Prophecies  that  we  have 
in  I'acred  Writ,  It  foretels  an  Adtion  that  exaftly  came  to  pafs 
above  three  hundred  and  forty  Years  afterwards.  It  defcribes 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Action,  and  fpecifies  the  very  Name 
of  the  Perfon,  that  was  to  do  it ;  and  therefore  every  Jei-v, 
who  liv'd  in  the  Time  of  its  Accomplifhment,  muft  have  been 
convinc'd  of  the  divine  Authority  of  a  Religion  founded  upon 
fuch  Prophecies  as  this ;  fmce  none  but  God  could  forefee,  and 
confequently,  none  but  God  could  foretel  Events  at  fuch  a  Dif- 
tance.     Le  Clerc's  and  Caltnet\  Commentaries. 

•f  Why  this  Prophet  was  forbid  to  eat  or  drink  with  the  Peo- 
ple of  Bethel,  the  Reafon  is  obvious,  becaufe  he  was  to  have  no 
Familiarity  with  Idolaters ;  but  why  he  fhould  not  return  by  the 
fame  Way  that  he  nvent,  is  not  fo  very  evident.  There  is  a  Paf- 
fage  in  Ifaiah  concerning  Sennacherib,  which  helps  (as  fome 
think)  to  elucidate  this  Matter,  where  God  tells  him,  that  he 
i/jould  turn  him  back  by  the  fame  Way  that  he  came,  Ifaiah 
xxxvii.  29,  34.  i.  e.  he  fliould  return  home  without  doing  any 
Thing:  All  his  Threats,  and  all  his  great  Projefts  fhould  have 
no  EfFcft  againft  Jcru/alem.  And,  in  like  Manner,  when  God 
commanded  the  Prophet  not  to  return  by  the  fame  Way,  'twas  as 
much  as  if  he  had  faid,  "  See  that  thou  be  conftant,  and  fted- 
"  fall  in  executing  the  Charge  committed  to  thee  ;  let  nothing 
*^  hinder  or  divert  thee,  but  take  abundant  Care,  that  thou  do 
"  thy  Bufmefs  efFe£tually."  But  this  Conftrudlion  is  a  little  too 
much  flrained  ;  nor  can  I  fee,  why  we  may  not  fay,  that  God 
enjoin'd  his  Prophet  not  to  return  by  the  fame  Way,  left  Je- 
roboam,  or  any  otkcr  of  the  Inhabitante  of  Bethel^  either  to  fa- 

tisfy 
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In  the  Town  of  Bethel  there  liv'd  an  old  Prophet,  who,    a.  m. 
when  his  Sons  came  and   told  him   what  the  Man  of  G°d'^°°^'^^^.-^ 
fiomjudah  had  done,  f  what  had  pafs'd  between  him  and  1003,  (sj"c.' 
the  King,  and  what  Way  he  had  taken  in  his  Return  home,     F^om 
went  in  Purfuit  of  him  ;  and,  under  the  Pretence  of  a  frefh  j^^^-^f^^']'" 
Revelation  which  he  had  had,  countermanding  the  Injunifiouoi  z  Chron. 
which  the  other  thought  himfelf  under,  invited  him  to  his  V*\rv^ 
Houfe.     After  fome   fmall  Demur  the  young  Prophet  be- '^•^'^^.'■'''^''^'^' 
liev'dhim,  went  with  him,  fat  down  to  Meat,  and  refrefli'd '^^^„'^' V^/,^,^. 
himfelf;  but,  in  his  Return,   he  paid  dear  for  his  'D'\{ohcd\- Difobcdnnci: 
ence  ;  for  f  a  Lion  met  him  and  flew  him,  but,  when  'uto'keDivme 
had  fo  done,  it  neither  tore  his  Body,  nor  meddled  with  his  "       '  * 
Afs;  which  when  the  old  Prophet  underftood,  he  took,  and 
bury'd  him  in  his  own  Sepulchre,  and  gave  his  Children  in 
Charge,  that,  whenever   he  died,  they  fhould  lay  him  in  a 
Place  contiguous  to  this  Prophet;  becaufe  he  was  confident, 
that  whatever   he  foretold    concerning  the   Altar  of  Bethel^ 
and   II  that  Form  of  Idolatry^  which  ferohoam  had  fee  up, 
would  moft  certainly  come  to  pafs. 

Not 

tisfy  their  Curiofity  upon  an  Occafipn  fo  uncommon,  or  to  do 
him  fome  Mifchief  for  his  fevere  Denunciations  againft  their  Al- 
tar and  Way  of  Worihip,  might  fend  Men  after  him  to  bring 
him  back.     Calmet''h  and  Le  Clerc\  Commentaries. 

■\  By  this  it  appears,  that  thefe  Sons  of  the  old  Prophet  were 
prefent,  when  Jeroboam  flood  at  the  Altar,  and  therefore  join'd 
hi  that  idolatrous  Worihip,  though  their  Father  did  not,  and 
yet  was  too  timorous  to  reprove  it.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

f  Not  far  from  Bethel  there  was  a  Wood,  out  of  which  the 
two  She-Bears  came,  that  deftroy'd  two  and  forty  Children  for 
mocking  the  Proohet  Eli/ha,  2  Kings  ii.  24.  And  'tis  not  un- 
likely, that  out  of  the  fame  Wood  came  the  Lion,  which  flew 
this  Prophet.     Patricks  Commentary. 

II  There  is  fomething  particular  in  the  Expreflions  of  the 
Text;  The  Saying,  ^vbich  he  cried  by  the  Word  of  God  againjl 
the  Altar  of  the  Lord,  againjl  the  Altar  of  Bethel,  and againfl 
all  the  Houfes  of  the  High -places,  nvhich  are  in  the  Cities  of  'iia.- 
xa2:c\z,  jhall  furely  come  to  pafs,  I  Kings  xiii.  32.  But  how  can 
they  be  called  the  Cities  of  Samaria,  when  Samaria  itfelf  was 
not  now  built,  nor  had  the  feparate  Kingdom  of  Jeroboam  as 
yet  obtained  that  Name  ?  But  this  only  fiiews,  that  the  Author 
or  Compiler  of  thefe  Books  of  Kings  (whether  it  was  Ezra,  or 
Jeremiah)  lived  long  after  the  Time  of  Jeroboam,  and  writes  of 
Tilings  and  Places,  as  they  were  in  his  own  Days.  He  knew 
fuil  well,  that  Samaria  was  built  by  Omri,  fifty  Years  after  Jc- 
rvboam,  fmce  himfelf  had  given  the  Account  of  its  Foundation, 

but 


28  ^he  Hifiory  of  the  BIBLE,        Book  VI. 

A.  M.  Not  long  after  this,  Jbijah^  the  Son  of  Jeroboam^  a 
^^^'  Qhxli  y°""§  t  Pf'n^^  c»f  promifing  Hopes,  fell  fick:  Whereupon 
1003,  (^c!  fe^ohoam  prevail'd  f  with  his  Qiicen  to  difguife  herftlf  in 

From  theDrefsof  2,\\  ordinary  Woman  j  to  go  to  the  Prophet  Ahi- 
'  ^^End  V'^^'  ^^°  ^^^  ''^"^^  ^^  5/:'//i3/:'  J  and  to  enquire  concerning 
of  a  Chrou.  the  Fate  of  the  Child.  The  Prophet,  at  that  Time,  was 
K^'^^r^^  blind,  and  therefore  they  thought  that  they  might  very  eafily 
jKrobo^m'i  impofe  upon  him:  But,  before  the  Queen  came,  God  had 
ttnitbe  difcover'd  the  whole  Matter  to  him,  and  therefore,  as  foon 
I>M.'A  ff^/i  as  Ihe  enter'd  the  Door,  he  called  her  by  her  Name,  and 
5(»Abijah.  |.j^g„ 

but  he  was  minded  to  fpeak  in  the  Phrafe  then  current,  and  to 
make  himfelf  intelligible  to  thofe  that  read  him  j    and  for  this 
Keafon  no  doubt  it  is,  that,  in  2  Kings  xxiii.  18.  the  falfe  Pro- 
phet of  Bethel  h  faid  to  have  co/;zif //o/«  Samaria,  tho'  at  that 
Time  there  was  no  City  of  that  Name.     Calmefs  Commentary. 
■f  In  I  ICzftgs  xW.  13.   It  is  faid,  that  i>/  him  there  ivas  found 
fame  good  Thing    ton.vards   the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael ;  from  whence 
the  Je^vijh  Dodors  have  devifed  the  Story,  that  he  broke  down 
.  an  Hedge  (it  had  better  been  a  Wall,  Ifliould  think)  which  his 
Father  had  made,  to  keep  People  from  going  up   to  Jerufalem 
at  the  three  great  Fcafts.     But,  however  this   be,  we  may  be 

permitted  fairly  to  infer  thus  much  from  the  Words: That 

he  was  the  only  Perfon  in  the  Family,  who  had  expreffed  a  Dif- 
like  of  the  worHiipping  of  Calves,  an  Inclination  and  Intention 
to  abolifh  it,  whenever  he  fhould  come  into  Power,  and  to  per- 
mit, if  not  oblige  his  Subjefts  to  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  to  wor- 
fiiip  according  as  the  Law  prefcribed.     PuoPs  Annotations. 

-j-  Jeroboam  might  be  for  having  his  Wife  go  to  confult  the 
Prophet  at  Shiloh,  becaufe  this  was  a  Secret  not  to  be  intrufted 
with  any  body  elfe;  a  Secret,  which,  had  it  been  divulged, 
might  have  endangered  his  Vv'hole  Government:  Becaufe,  if  once 
his  Subjscls  came  to  underftand,  that  he  himfelf  had  no  Confi- 
dence intheGi/ffj,  which  he  had  fet  up,  but,  in  any  Matter  of 
Importance,  had  Recourfe  to  the  true  Wor-fhippers  of  God,  'tis 
not  to  be  imagined,  what  an  Inducement  this  would  have  been 
for  them  to  forfake  thefe  fenfelefs  Idols,  and  to  return  to  the 
Worfhip  of  the  God  of  Ifraely  whom  they  imprudently  had  for- 
falien.  The  Queen  then  was  the  only  Perfon  he  could  have 
Confidence  in.  As  a  Mother,  he  knew,  that  Ihe  would  be  dili- 
gent in  her  Enquiry  ;  and  as  a  Wife,  faithful  in  her  Report  ;  but 
there  were  fundry  Reafons,  why  he  might  defire  her  to  dif- 
guife herfelf.  For,  tho'  Shiloh  lay  within  the  Confines  of 
Eforaitn,  yet  there  is  fufRcient  Ground  to  think,  that  it  was  fub- 
jed  to  the  Iloufe  of  David,  and  belonged  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Judab.     Ic  was  certainly  nearer  Jerufalem  than  Shechem,  which 

Rthoboam 
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then  deliver'd  the  Meffage,  which  God  had  directed  him  to    A,  M. 
do.     Therein    he  upbraided  'Jeroboam  with  Ingratitude  to  Ar?t''ch 'ft 
God,  who  had  made  him  King;  charg'd  him  with  hnplety  loo",,  &c.* 
and  Apojiacy^  in  fetting  up  Images  for  the  Obje£^iS  of  religi-     Jiom 
cus  Worfhip ;  foretold  the  Extirpation  of  hie  Race,  and  the  \^^^y2^ 
Death  of  the  Child  then  fick ;   threaten'd  fore  Judgments  of  2  chron. 
to  the  People  of  Ifrael^  for  their  conforming  to  the  Idolatry,  ^/VvJ 
which   he  had  begun;   and,  with  this  doleful  Meffage,  he 
fent  her  away,  who,  as  focn  as  fhe  enter'd  the  Palace-Door 
(according  to  the  Prophet's  Prediction)  found  the  Child  dy- 
ing.     But  all  thefe    Judgments,    and   miraculous  Events 
wrought  no  Reformation  in  wicked  Jeroboam. 

Nor  was  his  Rival,  Rehohoam  King  of  Judah^  much  ^r^f^T^c^ 
better.  He,  for  three  Years  indeed,  kept  up  the  true  Wor-  and  Death*. 
fliip  of  God  at  Jerufalem.)  but  it  was  more  out  of  a  Princi- 
ple of  State- Policy^  than  of  true  Religion.  For,  when  the 
Time  of  ferohoam\  Subjeils  coming  over  to  him  upon  that 
Account  was  at  an  end,  he  threw  ofF  the  Mafk^  and  difco- 
ver'd  his  Inclination  to  Idolatry  \  And,  as  his  Example  was 
follov/'d  by  his  Subjects,  they  foon  exceeded  all  that  went 
before  them.  For  they  not  only  fet  up  Images  and  Groves 
upon  every  Hill,  and  under  every  green  Tree,  but,  to  add  to 
their  grofs  Impiety,  introduc'd  the  deteftable  f  Sin  of  Sodomy 

and 

'Rehohoam  had  lately  fortified,  and  made  his  Place  of  RefJence: 
And  xherthtrQ  Jeroboam  thought  it  not  fafe  to  venture  his  Queen 
in  a  Place  that  was  under  his  RivaPs  Government,  without  her 
putting  on  feme  Difguife.  He  knew  too,  that  the  Prophet  Ahi- 
jah  was  greatly  offended  at  him  for  the  grofs  Idolatry  he  had  in- 
troduced, and  therefore  he  thought  (as  juflly  he  might)  that,  if 
the  Prophet  perceived  her  to  be  his  Wife,  he  would  either  tell 
hernothing,  or  make  Things  much  wor  fe  than  they  were.  The 
only  Way  therefore,  to  come  at  the  Truth,  was  (as  he  thought) 
to  do  what  he  did:  But  herein  appears  his //yrt/Ka/Zo^r,  that  he 
fhould  not  think  the  Perfon,  whom  he  held  capable  of  refolving 
him  in  the  Fate  of  his  Son,  able  to  fee  through  this  Guile  and 
Difguife.     Calmcth  Commentary,  and  Poofs  Annotations. 

-f  There  are  feveral  PafTages  in  Scripture,  fjchas  i  Kings  xv. 
12.  2  Kings  xxiii.  7.  Rom.  i.  27,  28,  &c.  from  whence  it  ap- 
pears, that  this  Kind  of  Wickednefs  did  frequently  attend  Idola- 
try. Among  the  Heathen,  the  moll  filthy  Things  were  commit- 
ted in  their  Groves,  thofe  Places  of  Darknefs  and  Obfcurity,  by 
the  Worfhippers  of  /-^twaj,  Bacchus,  and  Priapus ;  and,  when 
the  Ifraelites  fell  into  the  fame  P<eUgion,  tiicy  mult,  of  courfe, 
have  fallen  into  the  fame  Pra^ices ;  becaufe,  vvhatever  they  did 

of 


A. 

M. 

3001, 

,  &c. 

Ant. 

Chrift. 

1003, 

,  &c. 
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and  all  the  other  WickednefTes,  that  the  antient  Canaanites 
were  expelled  for. 

Under  thefe  Provocations  it  was  not  long,  before  God 

fcnt  againft  them  Shljhak,  King  of  Egypt ^  who,  in  the  fifth 

^  ^L"^V'd  ^^'^^  ^^  Rehoboam,  f  invaded  his  Dominions  with   a  very 

•f  2  chron.  numerous  Army;  and,  having  ravag'd  the  Country,  taken 

i.^^  \.  moft  of  the  fortify 'd  Places,  and  enter'd  'Jerufalem  without 

Oppofition,  plunder'd  the  Temple,  and  Palace  of  their  rich 

Furniture  and  Moveables,  he    took  away  all  the  Money, 

that  was  found  in  the  King's  Treafure,  and  the  Treafure  of 

the  San£luary,    and,  at   the   fame   Time,  carry'd   off  the 

golden  Shields,  which  Solomon  had  made;  in  the  Room  of 

v/hich,  Rehoboam^  by  this  Depredation,  was  reduc'd  fo  low, 

that  he  f  was  forc'd  to  make  Brazen  ones,  for  the  Ufe  and 

Ornament  of  his  Guards. 

Wk 

of  this  Kind,  was  done  in  Devotion,  and  Honour  to  their  Gods, 
who,  as  they  imagined,  were  highly  delighted  with  fuch  Ob/ce- 
nities.     Patrick^  Commentary. 

\  It  may  feem  fomething  ftrange,  that  ^hijhak^  who  was  fo 
nearly  allied  to  Rehobomn,  fhould  come  up  againft  him,  and  take 
his  royal  City  :  but  Rehohoam,  we  muft  remember,  was  not  the 
Son  of  PhdraoFs  Daughter,  and  therefore  no  Relation  to  Shi- 
Jhak.  But,  even  had  he  been  never  fo  nearly  related,  as  King- 
iloms,  we  know,  ne'ver  marry,  fo  'tis  likely,  that  Jeroboam,  who 
had  lived  long  in  Egypt,  ftirred  him  up  to  invade  his  Rl'val^ 
that  thereby  he  might  eflablifti  himfelf  in  his  new  Kingdom : 
And,  for  this  Reafon  it  was,  that,  when  the  Armies  of  Egypt 
bad  taken  the  fenced  Cities  of  Judah,  they  returned,  without 
giving  Jeroboam,  or  his  Dominions,  any  the  leaft  Difturbance. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

-j-  This  fhews,  to  what  a  low  Condition  the  Kingdom  of 
Judah  was  reduced.  Thefe  Shields  were  a  Matter  of  State  and 
Grandeur;  and  therefore  it  concerned  them,  if  they  were  able, 
to  have  them  of  the  fame  Value  that  they  were  before:  And, 
as  they  were  carried  before  the  King  to  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord, 
it  feemedlikewife  to  be  a  Matter  of  Religion,  that  their  Value 
Ihould  not  be  diminiftied.  Now,  in  making  thefe  three  hundred 
Shields  we  are  told,  that  three  Pound  of  Gold  went  to  one 
Shield,  I  Kings  x.  17.  This,  at  four  Pounds  /^;- Ounce,  or 
forty  eight  Pounds  Sterling  to  the  Pound,  amounts  to  no  more 
than  43,200/.  and  therefore  it  was  a  miferable  Cafe,  that  they 
Were  reduced  fromfo  much  Wealth  to  fo  much  Poverty,  that  nei- 
ther Reafons  of  State,  nor  Religion  could  raife  fo  fmall  a  Sum 
on  fo  great  an  Occafion.  Bedford'%  Scripture  Chronology,  lib. 
vi.  c.  2. 
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We  have  little,  or  nothing,  more  recorded  of  Rehoboam^    A.  M. 
but  that  he   reign'd  twelve   Years,  after  this  Conquefl,  and  J^^°^'^^j^^^' 
Devaftation  by   Shijlak  ;  that    he  had  eighteen  Wives,  and  1003,  <s>^r, 
threefcore  Concubines,  and  by  them  eight  and  twenty  Sons,     From 
and  threefcore  Daughters  ;  that  moft    of  thefe    Sons,  (vv'ho/ ^"''Sl,'""- 

T,  ,  '^      ■         ■      ,  •    T  -c      ■        XI  1     r~<  to  the  End 

were  grown  to  Maturity  in  Ins  J^ire-timej  he  made  l.jover-of  z  chron^ 
riours  in  chief  of  the  fenc'd  Cities  in  his  Kingdom  ;  that  he  ^/"Y"NJ 
appointed  Jbijah  {who  was  the  Eldeftby  his  favourite  Wife 
Maachah)  to  fucceed  him  in  his  Throne,  and,  ||  after  a 
Continu'd  War  with  his  Rival  'Jeroboam^  died  in  the  fifty 
eighth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  in  the  feventeenth  Year  of  his 
Reign,  and  was  bury'd  in  the  City  of  David. 

JBIJAH,  who  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Kingdom  "'.Jjl"':. 
t)f  Judah,  in   the  eighteenth   Year  of  Jeroboam^  King  o{%„\^^^^ 
Ifrael,  was  a   Prince  of  an  a£live,  and  martial  Spirit;  2nd  whe gains  a 
therefore,  refolving  to   put  an  end    to  the  long  Difpute  be- ^'■^''' ^'^"^°- 
tween  the  two  Kingdoms  of  fudah  and  Ifrael^  he  rais'd  ^nll\yo2m  bJt 
Army  of  four    hundred   Thoufand  Men,  while   Jeroboam,  fr,n  after 
Whofe  Territories    were  of  larger  Extent,  had  got  together  '^'"' 
tone  of  eight    hundred   Thoufand.      This  notwithftandingj 
Ab'ijah  determined  to    give  him  Battle ;    but,  before    they 
came  to  the  Onfet^  he' thought  it  not  improper  to  get  upon 
an  Eminence,  and  to  expoftulate  with  the  Ifraclitijh  Ar- 
my 

IJ  But  how  does  this  agree  with  what  we  read  in  Kitigs  xii. 
23,  ^c.  <viz.  that  God  commanded  Rehoboa?/2,  and  his  People^ 
liot  to  fight  againft  the  Ifraelites,  and  they  obey'd  ?  Very  well ; 
if  we  will  but  obferve,  that,  tho'  the  Jenjus  were  commanded 
Hot  to  make  War  upon  the  Ijraelites,  yet  they  were  not  com- 
manded not  to  defend  themfelves,  in  cafe  the  Ifraelites  fliould 
make  War  upon  them ;  and,  confidering  that  they  were  no\V 
become  two  rival  Nations,  they  might,  upon  the  Borders,  be 
continually  endeavouring  to  gain  Ground  upon  each  other,  and 
fo  run  into  frequent  A6ts  of  Hoftility,  without  ever  once  eft- 
gaging  in  a  pitch'' d  Battle.     Patrick's  Commentary^ 

-f-  None  of  the  great  Captains,  and  Commanders,  whofe 
Speeches  are  recorded  in  heathen  Authors,  ever  exprefs'd  them- 
felves more  movingly,  than  this  King  of  Judah  did.  But  feme 
have  found  Fault  with  him,  for  fpeaking  not  fo  honourably  of 
his  Father's  military  Skill  and  Courage,  which  he  might  as  well 
have  omitted,  becaufe  (allowing  it  to  be  true)  he  feems  to  have 
ferv'd  no  Purpofe  in  mentioning  it  :  But,  this  notwithftanding, 
the  Speech  is  very  lively,  and  excellently  well  calculated  to 
caufe  a  Revolt  in  JiroboanCs  Army.  Jofepbus,  who  Was  no 
mean  Orator,  and  who  in  fome  Speeches  has  iraprov'd  upon 
%\i9facred  HiftoriaTit  i*  ^^^^^  out  done  and  lurpafs'd  in  this,  ift- 
Voi,  iy»  fomach, 
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A.  M.  my  the  fnjuftice  of  their  Caufe  in  revolting  from  his  Father 
An/'  Chrif  Rfhoboamy  the  Right  he  claimed  on  his  Side,  fmce  God  had 
1003,  &c.  given  the  whole  Kingdom  to  Dav'id^  and  his  Sons  for  ever  ; 
From  and  the  reafonable  Expectance  he  had  of  the  Divine  Aflif- 
to  thc^End'  ^^"^6  in  what  he  was  going  about,  fince  the  Religion  of  "Je- 
of  3  Chron.  rohoam  was  falfe  and  idolatrous^  whereas  he,  and  the  Men  of 
\,y*>r'\Jjudah,  bad  the  pure  Worfhip  of  the  living  God,  his  Tem- 
ple, and  his  Ordinances,  among  them. 

J  E  RO  B  O  A  M  vf?i%  no  v/ays  follicitous  to  anfwer  him 
in  thofe  Pointsj  but,  while  he  continued  fpeaking,  order'd 
a  Detachment  to  march  round,  and  intercept  his  Retreat  ; 
Which  when  the  Men  of  Judah  perceiv'd,  they  addrefs'd 
themfelves  to  God  in  Prayer  for  Succefs,  and,  while  the 
Prie/is  blew  the  Trumpets,  the  Soldiers  gave  a  great  Shout, 
and  charged  the  Ifraelites  fo  vigoroufly,  that  they  foon  gave 
Way,  and  ('as  the  Enemy  gave  no  Quarter)  loft,  in  the 
whole  Adtion,  no  lefs  thanyfw  hundred  ThoufandVlen,  the 
greateft  Slaughter  that  was  ever  heard  of. 

This  Vi(3:ory  Abi'jah  took  care  to  improve  by  purfuing 
Jeroboam,  and  taking  from  him  fo  many  ftrong  Cities,  (a- 
mong  which.  Bethel,  where  one  of  the  Golden  Calves  had 
lately  been  fet  up,  was  one)  that  he  was  never  thenceforward 
able  to  make  Head  againft  his  Adverfary,  who  by  this,  and 
fome  other  fuccefsful  Atchievements,  grew  great  and  power- 
ful. But  his  Reign  was  but  fhort :  He  reign'd  not  quite 
three  Years,  before  he  dy'd,  and  was  bury'd  in  the  City  of 
David',  and  the  Reafon,  that  fome  have  aflign'd,  for  God's 
thus  fhortening  of  his  Days,  was,  his  not  deftroying  Idola- 
try, when,  by  taking  of  Bethel,  he  had  it  in  his  Power. 
For,  however  he  might  plead  his  Pofleflion  of  the  Temple, 
and  Priefthood,  to  make  his  argument  good  againft  fero- 
hoam;  yet  the  Character,  which  the  facred  Hiftorian  gives 
him,  is,  (a)  that  he  walked  in  all  the  Sins  of  his  Father  ; 
nor  was  his  Heart  perfeSl  with  the  Lord  his  God,  as  the 
Heart  of  his  great  Grandfather  David. 

ASA  however,  who,  in  the  twentieth  Year  of  Jeroboam 
his  Father '  ^'"g  of  Ifrael,  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Throne  of  Ju- 
Abijah,  anddah,  was  a  Prince  of  a  diiFerent  Temper.  As  he  enjoy'd  the 
ij  ^ -:/^ry  r^- Peljj-jty  ^f  ^  fettled  Peace  for  the  ten  fir  ft  Years  of  his 
J^n'ttt*,       R£ig">  ^2  wifely  made  ufe  of  it  in  reforming  many  Abufes, 

that 

fomuch,  that  there  is  no  room  to  introduce  him,  unlefsit  be  by 
Way  of  Fo;7  to  the  Original.     Patricks  Commentary.       Vid. 
the  Speech  at  large,  in  2  Chron.  xiii.  4,  &c. 
(«)  I  Kings  XV.  ;. 
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that  had  been  tolerated  in  former  Reigns.     He  expelled  the    A.  M. 
Sodo?nites,  broke  down   the  Tdcls.  and  demolifhed  their  Al-5°"'' f^f; 
tars  in  all  the  Cities  of  Judah ;  |]  but  he  had  not  yet  Power  joo^,  tfr. 
and   Authority    enough  to  dcftroy   the  high   Places.     The      From 
Veffels  of  Silver  and  Gold,  which  f   both    he,  and  his  Fa- '  ^!"?t.''i'- 

__-  to  tiie  trd 

ther  had  confecrated  to  the  Service  of  the  Temple,  he  pre- of  a  Chion. 
fented  to  the  Priefts;  and,  by  all  the  Enforcements  of  regal  \,,^\''\J 
Authority,  compelled  his  Subjeits  to  be  religious. 

This  Time  of  Peace  he  likewife  made  ufe  of,  to  fortify 
feveral  Cities  on  the  frontier  Parts  of  his  Kingdom,  and  to 
train  up  his  Subjects  in  the  Art  of  War ;  infomuch  that,  in 
a  fhort  Time,  he  had  an  Army  of  three  hundred  Thoufand 

Men 

{I  This  feems  to  be  contradi£led  by  a  Paflage  in  2  Chron.  xiv. 
3.  where  we  are  told,  that  Afa  took  aivay  the  Altars  of  the 
Jlrange  Gods,  and  the  high  Places:  But,  for  the  right  underltand- 
ing  and  reconciling  of  this,  we  may  obferve,  that  there  were 
two  Kinds  of  high  Places,  the  one  tolerated  for  religious  Pur- 
pofes,  the  other  abominable  from  their  firft  Inftitution ;  the  one 
frequented  by  devout  Worfhippert^,  the  other  made  the  Recep- 
tacle of  the  wicked  and  idolatrous  only.  Now  thefe  were  the 
Altars,  and  high  Places,  which  A/a  took  away,  even,  where 
the  People  facrificed  to  ftrange  Gods;  but  thofe,  where  God 
alone  was  worfhipp'd,  had  obtaiu'd  fo  long,  and  were  look'd 
upon  with  fo  facred  a  Veneration,  that,  for  Fear  of  giving  a 
general  Offence,  (tho'  he  knew,  they  were  contrary  to  a  Di- 
vine Injunclion)  he  durft  not  adventure  to  abolifh  them.  The 
Truth  is,  thefe  high  Places  were  famous  either  for  the  Appari- 
tion of  Angel?,  or  feme  other  miraculous  Event ;  had  either 
been  Places  of  Abode  for  the  Ark  of  the  Lord,  or  fuch,  as  fome 
Prophet,  or  Patriarch  of  old  had  been  accuflomM  to  pray  and 
facrifice  in  ;  and  therefore  they  were  look'd  upon  as  confecrated 
to  the  Service  of  God,  nor  was  there  Strength  enough  in  the 
Government,  to  overcome  this  inveterate  Prejudice,  till  Heze- 
kiah  arofe,  who  (to  prevent  the  Calamities,  that  were  coming 
upon  the  Nation)  had  the  Courage  to  effeift  a  thorough  refor- 
mation. Patrick  on  I  Kings  xv.  14.  and  Calmet  on  chap. 
xiv.  23. 

f  According  to  the  Piety  of  antient  Times,  his  Father^  had 
devoted  fome  Part  of  the  Spoils,  he  had  taken  in  the  War  a- 
gainft  Jeroboam,  to  the  Service  of  the  Temple,  but  had  not 
Time  to  make  good  his  Vow,  or,  upon  fome  Account  or  other, 
had  neglcded  it,  fo  that  his  Son  took  care  to  fupply  that  Defed. 
And,  forafmuch  as  himfelf  had  taken  large  Booty  in  his  War 
with  the  Arabians,  of  this  he  likewife  beftow'd  a  coafidcrable 
Part  upon  holy  Ufes.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

V^OL.  IV.  C 
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A.  M.  Men  of  Judah  arm'd  with  Shields  and  Pikes,  and  two  hun- 
Ant^'chrif  ^^^*^  ^"^  fourfcorc  Thoufand  Men  of  Benjamin  arm'd  with 
1003,  &c'.  Shields  and  Arrows,  all  Perfons  of  Courage,  and  refolv'd  to 

From  defend  their  Country. 
fo  di"  End"'  ^N  '^^'s  Situation  of  AfFaks,  Zerah,  the  %  King  of  Jra- 
of  2  chron.  hia  invaded  Judea  with  an  almoft  innumerable  Army,  but 
./\*'>0  was  vanquifh'd  by  Jfa  with  a  much  inferior  Force.  For, 
Calr.iaVlc.2^^  foon  as  the  Battle  began,  God  ftruck  the  Arabians  with 
*KLz"of  A.^^^^  a  panick  Fear,  that  they  began  to  flee  ;  and  Afa^  and 
rabia,  and  his  Army  purfu'd  them,  took  the  Spoil  of  their  Camp, 
T^'*  "u  T}  ^'^^^^^  away  their  Cattle,  fmote  the  Cities  that  were  in 
^formlmn  /nL^^gus  with  them,  and  fo  return'd  in  Triumph  to  Jeru- 
Religion.     falem. 

After  fo  fignal  a  Vidtory,  A  fa  continu'd  in  Peace  for 
the  Space  of  five  Years  more ;  in  which  Time  he  thought 
himfelf  oblig'd,  both  in  Gratitude  to  God,  and  in  Com- 
pliance to  the  Encouragement,  (h)  which  his  Prophet  A%a- 
riah  had  given  him,  to  fet  himfelf  about  a  thorough  Refor- 
mation in  Religion.  To  this  Purpofe  he  executed  all  that 
could  be  convifted  of  Sodomy  :  He  deftroyed  all  the  Idols, 
that  were  to  be  found,  not  only  in  Judah  and  Benjamin,  but 

in 

:|:  The  Scripture  takes  no  Notice  of  what  was  the  Caufe  of 
this  War  between  Zerah  and  Jfa,  nor  are  Interpreters  well 
agreed  what  the  Country  was,  from  whence  this  Enemy  came. 
The  Country,  in  the  Original,  is  called  Cu/h^  tho'  we  tranflate 
it  Ethiopia.  Now  there  are  three  Countries,  different  from  on6 
another,  all  called  by  the  Name  of  Cujh,  i .  the  Land  of  Cu/b 
upon  the  River  Gihon;  z.  CuJh  upon  the  Eajiern  Shore  of  the 
Hed-Sea  ;  and  3.  Cu//?  fituate  above  Thebais,  and  in  the  upper 
^gypt.  It  is  very  probable  then,  that  the  Country  here  fpoken 
of,  muft  not  be  Ethiopia,  properly  fo  call'd,  becaufe  we  caii 
hardly  imagine,  how  an  Army  of  a  Million  of  Men  fhould  be 
permitted  to  march  through  Egypt  (as  they  muft  have  done  to 
invade  Judea)  without  feme  Opposition  :  And  therefore  the 
Country  muft  be  the  Land  of  CuJh,  which  lay  in  Arabia  Pe- 
traa,  upon  the  Eaft  Shore  of  the  Red  Sea,  and,  at  the  Extre- 
mity to  the  Point  of  that  Sea,  inclining  towards  Egypt  and  jfu- 
dea.  And  whereas,  fome  have  made  it  a  Doubt,  how  fo  fmall 
a  Country  could  have  produced  fo  large  an  Army,  'tis  no 
hard  Matter  to  fuppofe,  that  a  great  Part  of  the  Army 
might  perhaps  have  been  Mercenaries.  Ca/met' sCommentzry,  on 
2  Chron.  xiv.  9,  and  Diftionary,  under  the  Word  Cu^:^.  And 
Wellii  Geography  of  the  Old  Teftament,  Vol.  I.  Chap.  iv. 

(b)  2  Chron.  xv.  throughout. 
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n  any  of  the  conquered  Countries  likewife :  He  repaired  the    A.  M, 
Altar  of  Burnt-C3iFerings,   and  fummoned,    not  only  Na-  l°„°/'(^.^f;^ 
tives^  but  Strangers  likewife  to  the  Worfhip  of  the  true  ,003,  tdc.' 
God.     On  a  folemn  Feftival,  which  he  had   appointed,  he      frcm 
order'd   feven  hundred   Oxen,  and  feven  Thoufand  Sheep,  ^  ^|,"^£^V'* 
part  of  the  Spoil,  which   he  had  taken  from  the  Arabians^  of  2  Chron. 
to  be  facrihc'd  ;  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  engag'd  in  a  Co-  v^yV"^ 
venant  with  his  Subje6ts,  (which  was  confirm'd   by  Oath) 
that  v/hoever  fhould  forfake   the  true  Worfhip    of  God, 
ftiould  have  {c)  the  Sentence  of  the  Law  executed    upon 
him,  and  be  infallibly  put  to  Death. 

His  own  Mother  had  been  a  Patronefs  of  Idolatry  ;  and 
therefore,  to  fhew  his  Impartiality,  he  removed  her  from 
Court,  and  forbad  her  comiing  near  the  Queen  for  Fear  of 
infeding  her ;  and  underftanding  that  fbe  had  fet  up  an  Idol 
in  a  Grove  confecrated  to  an  ohfcene  Deity  f,  he  burnt  the 
C  2  Idol, 

(c)  Dcut.  xvil.  2,  iSc. 

\  The  Words  of  the  Text,  both  id  i  Kings  xv.  13.  and 
«  Cbron.  XV.  1 6.  according  to  our  Tranflation,  are  to  this 
Effeft  : • — That  Afa  remo'ued  his  Mother  Maachah  _/row  be- 
ing ^ueen,  hecaufe  floe  had  made  an  Idol  in  a  Groove,  both  of  ivhicb 
he  cut  doivn,  and  burnt.  The  Word  which  we  render  Idol  is 
in  the  Original  Miphelet/eth,  but  then  the  whole  Difficulty  turns 
upon  this,  what  the  proper  Signification  of  this  Word  is.  The 
Vulgate  Tranflation  has  clear'd  this  Matter  pretty  well,  by  ren- 
dering the  Paffage,  that  this  Queen  Mother  luai  the  High  Prieji- 
rfs  in  the  Sacrifices  of  Priapus  ;  and,  when  the  Septuagint  (ac* 
cording  to  the  Vatican  Copy)  informs  us,  that  fhe  held  an  Af- 
fembly  in  this  Grove,  and  that  her  Son  Afa  cut  down  all  the  clofe 
Arbours,  or  Places  of  Retreat;  as  the  Word  SucoS'of,  which  we 
Ttndi&TAJfembly,  may  have  a  more  carnal  Meaning,  and  the  other 
Kala^voti?  properly  fignifies  Hiding-places,  or  Places  of  Retire- 
ment for  wicked  and  obfcene  Purpofes  :  We  may  from  hence 
infer,  that  both  the  Latin  and  Greek  Tranflators  took  the  Mi- 
fheletfeth  of  Maachah  to  be  fome  lewd  and  lafcivious  Deity, 
which  lov'd  to  be  worlhipp'd  in  filthy  and  abominable  Aftions ; 
and  ttu:  this  could  be  no  other  than  the  Roman  Priapus  (whofe 
Worfliippers  were  chiefly  Women)  feems  to  be  imply'd  in  the 
very  Etymology  of  the  Word,  which  properly  figniiies  Terricu- 
lamentum^  or  a  De'vice  to  frighten  other  Things  aivay  j  for  this 
was  exadlly  the  Office  of  Priapus  in  all  Gardens. 
Pomofifque  ruber  Cuftos  ponatur  in  hortis, 

Terreat  ut  faeva  Fake  Priapus  aves.  Tibui..  Eleg,  1. 
But  then  the  Quellion  is,  who  the  Patriarch  was  (for  moft  Idols 
were  made  for  fome  Patriarch  or  other)  that  the  Roman  Priapus 
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A.  M.  Idol,  and  the  Grove  both,  and  threw  their  Afhes  into  the 
/uu'chdf.  ^'■^o'^  Kidron^  [d]  as  Mofes  did  before  by  the  molten 
loo?,  feff.  Calf. 

From  The 

I  Kings  viii. 

of  2  Chron  ^^  thought  to  reprefcnt :  And  the  learned  Author  (from  whom 
vyyf^^  I  have  compiled  this  Note)  is  of  Opinion,  that  it  might  pro- 
perly enough  denote  Lot,  who  lay  with  his  two  Daughters  when 
he  was  drank,  and  of  the  former  begat  Ivloah,  the  Primogenitor 
of  that  Nation,  who  were  the  greateft  Worlhippers  of  this  ob- 
fcene  Deity  :  Tho'  for  fevcral  Rcafons,  that  he  there  enume- 
rates, (upon  Prefumption  that  Priapus  was  the  fame  with  Baal- 
Peo7-,  which  iignifics  a  naked  or  uncover  d  God)  he  is  more  in- 
clinable to  think  it  was  Noah,  of  whom  it  is  faid,  that  he  nvas 
an  Hujiandman,  and  planted  a  Vineyard^  and  that  he  drank  of 
the  Wine,  and  'was  drunken,  and  uncover'd  tvithin  his  Tent, 
Gen.  ix.  20,  21.  Jurieu  Hift.  des  Dogmes  &  Cult.  Part  iv.  c,  2. 
and  3.  Moll  of  the  Antients  are  of  Opinion,  that  AJioreth, 
which  all  allow  to  be  the  fame  with ' Afiarte,  was  the  Greek 
KiTT^tg,  and  the  Roman  Venus.  Tully,  in  his  third  Book  de  Na- 
tura  Deorutn,  tells  us  exprefly,  that  Aftarte,  among  the  Tyrians, 
luas  the  fourth  Venus,  'vjho  ivas  marry'' d  to  Adonis,  and  upofl 
his,  and  fome  other  Authorities,  many  Moderns  have  gone  into 
the  fame  Sentiment ;  but,  as  it  is  certain,  that  the  Tyrians  had 
their  Theology  from  the  Phoenicians,  the  Teftimony  of  St  Aiif- 
tin  cannot  but  have  fome  Weight  in  this  Cafe,  fince  he  affirms 
with  the  greatell  Affurance,  that  Juno,  ^without  all  Doubt,  i/oas^ 
by  the  Carthaginians,  called  Afiarte.  Qu^fl.  26.  in  Indices. 
That  Juiio  was  the  great  Deity  and  Patronefs  of"  Carthage  is 
the  receiv'd  Opinion  of  the  Gf»^/VV  World. 

Qjiam  Juno  fertur  Terris  magis  omnibus  unam 
Pofthabita  coluiffe  Samo,  &c.  Virg.  .^n.  i. 

And  therefore  fince  we  find  Baal,  who  is  the  fame  with  Jupiter^ 
fo  frequently  in  Scripture  join'd  with  AJhtaroth,  which  is  the 
fame  with  Aftarte,  we  can  hardly  refrain  thinking,  that  fhe  mull 
be  the  Roman  Juno,  and  they  confequently  Hulband  and  Wife. 
How  extravagant  foever  therefore  the  Frolick  of  Helicgahalus 
(mentioned  by  Herodotus)  was,  in  fencing  for  the  Goddefs  of 
the  Carthaginians  to  be  marry 'd  to  his  God,  who  was  the  Jupi- 
ter of  the  Phoenicians ;  yet  from  this  Piece  of  Killory  we  may 
inform  ourfelve?,  that  the  Goddefs  of  the  Carthaginians  was  no 
other  than  Jimo,  the  fuppos'd  Wife  of  Baal,  or  Jupiter  ;  and 
therefore  we  find  her,  by  the  Phasnician  Hiflorian,  Sanchonia- 
tho,  caU'd  Baaltis,  which  is  a  Feminine  Subflantive,  form'd 
from  the  Word  Baal,  and  by  the  facred  Writers  the  S^uecn  of 
Hec'.'vat,  Jer.  vii.  iS.  and  xliv.  18.  We  have  fufncicnt  Grounds 
therefore  to  fuppofe,  that  this  Afiarte  was  Juno  j  but  then  what 

par- 
(d)  E.Yod,  x.xxii.  20. 
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The  Fame  of  this  Reformation,  and  the  Blefllngs,  where-     a.  m. 
with  God  liad  hitherto  diftinsiuiflied  y//tf's  Reicrn,   made  the''°°''  ^<^' 
Subjects   of  Baajha   ('who  was  i^ov^  ^'^g  of  Ifrael)  comej^Ql   "'J  " 
over  in  great  Numbers  to   "Jerufalein  ;  wiiich  Baafba  per-      From 
ceiving  was   refolv'd,  if  poiTible,  to  put  a   Stop  to  it,  and  '  ^'"S^  viii. 
therefore,   he   fortified  Ramah^  a  Town   in  the   Tribe   of^f  Vchron 
Benjamin  fo  conveniently  fituated,  that,  by  keeping  a  good  ^.^^---VNji 
Garrifon  there,  he  might  hinder  all  pafling  to  and  fro  \N\\k\-^-'^g^-'ge^ 
out  Leave,  and  fo  cut  off  all  Communication   between  his^"^."'^^'^'^ 
People,    and  the  People  of  "Jiidah.  gj,,ji  -^^^S 

.  ASA  hearing  of  this,  and  knowing  the  Intent  and  Pur-^a,  i-jhicb 
pofc  of  the  Stratagetn,  was  refolv'd  to  giveliim  a  Di'^jcrfion^"j/H"'-^" 
if  he  pollibly  could,  on  the  other  Side.  To  this  End  he 
took  all  the  f  Silver  and  Gold,  that  was  in  the  T'emple,  as 
well  as  what  was  found  in  his  own  Exchequer.,  and  fent  it  as 
a  Prefent  to  Benhadad,  King  of  Syria,  requeuing  his  Af- 
fiilance   againft    Baaft^a.     l^he  Largenefs    of   the    prefent 

C  3  foon 

particular  Woman  this  Jioto  was,  before  fhe  came  to  be  deify 'd, 
we  are  at  a  Lofs  to  know  :  Only  tiie  Conjcfture  of  the  leani'd 
Author  (from  whom  I  have  excraded  this  Note)  feems  to  be 
preferable  to  any  other  I  have  yet  met  v/ith,  ^iz.  that  as  both 
jBaal  and  "Jiipiter  are  generally  allow'd  to  be  the  Patriarch  Hcimf 
{o  this  Jufw  or  AJiarte,  in  all  Probability,  was  one  of  his  Wives, 
from  whom  the  Canaanites  and  Pbceniciatis  were  dcfcended. 
JBut  in  this  we  have  the  lefs  Certainty,  becaufe  the  facred  Hiilo- 
ry  fays  nothing  of  the  Adventures  of  the  poildiluvian  Ma- 
trons, whereby  we  might  be  enabled  to  form  a  Comparilbn 
between  them,  and  thefe  fabulous  GoddelTes.  Jurieu,  ibid. 
Part  iv.  c.  5. 

f  In  Caies  of  extreme  Danger,  it  was  always  held  lawful  to 
employ  facred  Things  in  the  Defer.ce  of  one's  Country  :  But 
there  was  no  fuch  Neceffity  in  this  Cafe.  God  had  appeared 
wonderfully  in  A/as  Defence,  againft  an  Enemy  much  more 
powerful  than  Baafia  was.  Nay,  he  had  promifed  him  his 
Proteflion  at  all  Times,  and  Succefs  in  all  his  Undertakings,  if 
he  would  but  adhere  to  his  Service  ;  and  yet,  forg-.-tting  all 
this,  he  ftrips  the  Temple  of  its  Trer.fure,  and  bribes  a  heathen 
Prince  to  Come  to  his  Affiftance,  and  break  his  Leag'ie  with  ano- 
ther, to  whom  he  flood  engag'd  :  So  that  here  were  three 
Offences  in  this  one  Aft  of  Ala\.  For,  ift,  he  alienated  Things 
confecrated  to  God  without  Neceffity.  zJly,  He  did  this  out  of 
a  carnal  Fear,  and  Dillruft  of  that  God,  whofe  Power  and 
Goodnefs  he  had  lately  experienc'd.  And,  3dly,  he  did  it  with 
an  ill  Intent,  even  to  hire  Bcuhadud  to  a  Breach  of  his  League 
and  Covenant  with  Baafma,    Peol'%  Annotations. 
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A.  M.     foon  had   its  EfFedl :  For  Benhadad  immediately  attacks  fe- 

A°°''chr!ft  ^^^^^  Cities   in  Ifrael  with  fuch   Succefs,  that  Baajha  was 

J003,  ^c.  forc'd  to  abandon  his  new  Defign  of  fortifying  his  Frontiers 

From      towards  yudah,  in  order  to   defend  the  other   Parts   of  his 

^^^|"g^^j^^"*  Kingdom,   that   were  thus   furioufly  invaded  ;    which  gave 

of  2  Ghron.  ^fa  an  Opportunity  to  demolifh  the  Works,  that  were  be- 

OnTNi  gun   at  Ramah^  and,  with  the  Materials,  that  Baajha  had 

prepar'd,  to  build   him  two  Cities  in  his  qwn  Dominions, 

Gebah,  and  Mifpah. 

Grows  peg'       This  applying  however  to  Benhadad  for  Afiiftance  was, 

jtnaulf  in  ^'^  a  Thing  inexcufable.     It  imply'd  a  Diftruft  of  God's 

•wards  the    Power  or  Goodnefs  to  help  him,  of  which  he  had  had  fo  late- 

End  of  his    ]y  fQ  large  an  Experience,  'and  therefore  the  Prophet  Hanani 

cftfr'hh"    ^''^^  ^^^^  ^^  reprove  him  for  it:  But,  inftead  of  receiving 

Death,  or.  his  Reproofs  with  Temper  and  Thankfulnefs,  he  was  fo  ex- 

ders  bis  -So- ^fperated  with  them,  that  he  put  the  Prophet  in  Chains,  and 

burnt,  *      g*^^^  Orders,  at  the  fame  Time,  for  the  Executipn  of  feve- 

ral  of  his  Subje6ls. 

The  Truth  is,  towards  the  Clofeof  his  Reign,  he  grew 
very  peevifli  and  paffionate,  and  uneafy  with  thofe,  that  were 
about  him  ;  which.  Charity  would  be  apt  to  think,  proceed- 
ed from  his  E)iftemper,  a  fevere  Gout^  (in  all  Probabilityj 
vvhofe  Humour,  rifing  upwards,  killed  him,  in  the  one  and 
fortieth  Year  of  his  Reign.  He  was  fuccecded  by  his  Son 
yehofaphat :  But,  inftcad  of  being  interr'd^  (as  the  Man- 
ner of  the  Jews  was)  f  he  order 'd  his  Body  to  be  bui  nt, 

with 

■}•  The  Words  in  the  Text  are  thefe,  -  ■ They  laid  him 

en  the  Bed,  auhich  ivas  Jilhd  njoith  fiveet  O.dours,  and  di<verfe 
Kinds  of  Spices,  prepared  by  the  ^apothecaries  Art ;  and  they  made 
a  great  Burning  for  him,  2  Chron.  xvi.  14.  But  then  the 
<5yeftion  is,  whether  the  Body  itfelf  was  burnt,  or  only  feme 
Spices  and  odoriferous  Drugs,  to  prevent  any  bad  Smell  that 
might  attend  the  Corpfe.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  indeed,  when 
they  burnt  any  dead  Bodies,  threw  Franhincenfe,  Myrrh,  Caffia, 
and  other  fragrant  Things  into  the  Fire,  and  this  in  fuch  Abun- 
dance, that  Pliny  (Nat.  Hifl.  icap.  xviii.)  reprefents  it,  as  a 
Piece  of  Profanenefs,  to  beftow  fuch  Heaps  of  Prankincenfa 
upon  a  dead  Body,  when  tiiey  ofFer'd  it  fo  fparingly  to  their 
Gods.  The  Jenxjs,  however,  (fay  the  Maintainers  of  this  Side 
of  the  Queftion)  were  accuftom'd  to  interr,  and  not  burn  their 
Dead,  tho'  they  might  pofTibly  learn  from  the  Egyptians  the 
Ufage  of  burning  many  Spices  at  their  Funerals,  as  we  find 
they  did  at  the  Funeral  of  Zedekiah  King  of  Judah,  Jerem. 
xxxiv.  5.  but,  notwithftanding  this,  fome  very  able  Commenta- 
tors 
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with  great  Quantities  of   Perfumes,    and    Spices,  and  his    A.  M. 
Bones  and  Afhes  to    be  colledled,  and  bury'd  in  a  Sepul-  An°J'chrh: 
chre,  which   he  had  provided    for  himfelf  in  the  City  of  ioo->„  &c. 

David.  ^  K^nTv- 

During  the  long  Continuance  of  Jfa's  Reign,  fundry '^  ^jj^^^g^'^'* 
Succeffions  and  Revolutions   happen'd    in  the  Kingdom  of  of  2  Chron. 
Jfrael,  v/hereof  the  fa cred  Hiftory  has  given  us  but  a  fhortOOTV^ 
Account.     In. the  firft,  or  fecond.  Year  of  Jfa,  dy'd  Jero-'^^l  ^'^f^ 
boam,  of  fome  acute  Difeafe,  which  the  Scripture  does  not^^/^„'^  /„ 
fpecify.     His  Reign   was  famous  (or  infamous  rather)   forirrael^«»/«^ 
the  Revolt  of  the  ten  Tribes,  the  publick  Inftitution  of  Ido-'^''  ^"'''"^' 
latry,  and  the  terrible  Defeat,  which  Jbijah  g:ive  him,  and  Jeroboam, 
which  he  himfelf  feems  not  long  to  have  furviv'd.     He  was 
fucceeded  by   his  Son  Nadab,  a  Perfon,  who  took  Care  to 
imitate  his  Father  in  all  his  Wickednefs  ;  but  his  Reign  was^^"^*^* 
not  long.     In  lefs  than  two  Years  he  was  treacheroufly  kill'd 
by  Baajha,  his  Captain-General^  who  ufurp'd  his  Crown,  q^^,, 
and,  to  maintain  himfelf  in  that  Ufurpation,  put  every  one, 
that  was  related  to  his  Predeceffor^  to  Death ;  which  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  wicked  and  barbarous  A£l,  tho'  it  prov'd  the 
Accomplifl^ment  of  the   Prophecy  f ,  which  Ahijah  had  de- 
nounc'd  againft  Jeroboarns  Houfe. 

C  4  In 

tors  are  of  Opinion,  that  all  thefe  Spices  and  Perfumes  were 
burnt  along  with  Jfa^s  Body ;  and  they  remark,  that,  among 
his  other  Offences,  the  facred  Hiftory  takes  notice  of  this  Vani- 
ty of  his,  in  ordering  his  Body  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to 
the  Manner  of  the  Gentiles^  and  not  of  his  own  People.  Tho' 
therefore  they  fuppofe,  that  Afa  was  the  firft  who  introduced 
this  Cuftom;  yet,  in  After- Ages,  it  became  very  frequent,  and 
was  thought  the  more  honourable  Ceremony  of  the  two,  2  Chron. 
xxi.  ig.  Ibid.  xvi.  14.  Amos  v\.  10.  P<2/w;^'s  and  Calmet\ 
Commentaries  on  z  Chron.  xvi.    14. 

f  I  Kings  xiv.  10,  11.  The  Prophecy  runs  thus.  There- 
fore behold,  I 'will  bring  evil  upon  the  Houfe  of  ]erohoa.m,  and 
ivill  cut  off  from  Jeroboam  him  that  piffeth  againfl  the  Wall, 
and  him  that  is  fhiit  up  and  left  in  Ifrael,  and  'will  take  ai'jay  the 
remnant  of  the  Houfe  0/ Jeroboam,  as  a  Man  taketh  aivay  Dung^ 
till  it  be  all  gone.  Him  that  dieth  of  Jeroboam  in  the  City,Jhall 
the  Dogs  eat ;  and  him  that  dieth  in  the  Field,  fhall  the  Fo^uls 
of  the  Air  eat :  For  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  //.  The  only  Difficulty 
here  is,  how  Baajha\  Exaltation  to  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael  can 
be  afcrib'd  to  God,  (as  it  is  i  Kings  xvi.  2.)  Forafmuch  as  I 
hanje  exalted  thee  out  of  the  Duji,  and  made  thee  Prince  o'ver 
tny  People  Ifrael,)  when  it  is  manifeft  that  he  got  it  by  his  own 
Treachery  and  Cruelty. 

Vot.  lY.  •  BMt 
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A.  M=  11  In  the  fix  and  twentieth  Year  of  King  J/a^  Baajhd 
a'^'c'T T  ^y'^'  ^"'^  ^•^•^''^  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Elah^  a  vicious  and 
JO  3,  &c.  debauched  Prince,  that,  in  the  fecond  Year  of  his  Reign, 

From  (as  he  was  caroufing  in  his  Steward's  Houfej  was  affajftnat^ 
to^he  End"  ^'^  ^y  Zimri^  a  coniidcrable  Officer  of  Horfe,  who,  to  fe- 
of  2  Chron.  cure  the  Kingdom  to  himfelf,t  cut  off  all  Baa/ha  s  Friends, 
V.-Z'Y'^and  Relations;  But  he  had  not  taken  care  (as   Baajha  diuj 

to 


El-ih 


But  to  this  may  be  reply 'd,  that  tho'  the  Manner  of  invading 
the  Kingdom  was  from  himfelf,  and  his  own  wicked  Heart ;  yet 
the  Tranflacion  of  the  Kingdom  from  Nadab  to  Baa/ha  (fimply 
Confidered)  was  from  God,  who,  by  his  Decree  and  Providence, 
order'd  it,  and  difpof^d  of  all  Occafions  and  of  the  Hearts  of  all 
the  Soldiers  and  the  People  fo,  that  Baajha  Ihould  have  Oppor- 
tunity of  executing  his  Judgments  Vi^on  Nadab,  and  fuch  fuc- 
cefs  thereupon,  as  fhould  procure  him  a  prefent  and  quiet  Pof- 
fefiion  of  the  Kingdom,  So  that  his  Acceffion  to  the  Kingdom 
was  from  the  divine  Decree,  but  the  Form  and  Manner  of  his 
Acceffion  was  from  himfelf,  from  his  own  Ambition  and  Cove- 
toufnefs ;  and,  as  it  was  wicked  and  cruel,  is  therefore  charged 
upon  him  as  a  wilful  ikf^/r/y^i'r.  Ver.  7.  Poors  Annotations. 

II  And  yet  Baajhah  Expedition  againft  Afa,  in  order  to  build 
Ramah,  is  faid  to  be  in  the  fix  and  thirtieth  Year  of  the  Reign 
x)iJ/a,  2  Chron.  xvi.  i.  Now  to  reconcile  this,  fome  would  have 
thaty?;s-  and  thirtieth  Tear  to  relate,  not  to  Jfa''s  Reign,  but  to 
the  Date  of  the  Kingdom  of  Judah,  from  the  Divifion  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ijrael,  at  Rekohoatns  Coming  to  the  Crown,  and, 
to  be  (in  Faft)  no  more  than  the  fourteenth  7 ear  of  the  Reign, 
oi  Jfa.  But  that  cannot  be,  fince  this  Expedition  of  ^^z^^?  waa 
feme  Time  after  J/a  had  defeated  the  King  oi  Ethiopia,  or  Jra- 
hia,  and  yet  this  Defeat  happened  in  ihe  fifteenth  Year  of  King 
Jfa''5  Reign  :  So  that  that  fix  and  thirtieth  Tear  oi  Baajha''%  going 
up  to  build  Ramah,  can,  by  no  good  Computation,  be  the  four- 
teenth Year  of  King  Jfa\  Reign.  And  therefore  (without  any 
more  to  do)  we  may,  with  Jofephus,  and  others,  adventure  to 
fay,  that  the  Occafion  of  this  Difference  proceeds  from  the  Mifr 
take  of  fome  Tranfcriber.     Hoiveirs  Hiftory,  in  the  Notes. 

f  One  Part  of  the  Threat,  which  the  Prophet  Jehu  denounces 
againft  Baafija  is,  as  we  fee,  that  God  would  make  his  Houfe,  like 
the  H:ufe  i?/' Jeroboam,  i  Kings  xvi,  3.  and  that  ^xaftly  came  to 
pafs :  For,  as  Nadab,  the  Son  of  Jeroboam,  reign'd  but  two, 
Years,  fo  Elah,  the  Son  of  Baafi?a,  reign'd  no  more  :  And, 
as  Nadab  was  kill'd  by  the  Sword,  fo  was  E!ah  :  So  wonder- 
ful- a  Similitude  was  there  between  Jeroboam  and  Baajha,  in, 
their  Lives  and  in  their  Deaths,  in  their  Sons  and  in  their  Fg-, 
ipilies.    iatrick\%  Commentary. 
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to  gain  the  Army  f  which  was  then  befieglng  f  Gibbethcn)     A.  M. 
over  to  his  Intereft,  fo  that,  when  they  heard  of  the  Ncws^°^^''  ~^^• 
of  the  King's  Death,  they  declar'd  for  Omri  their  G^^^er^/.  1003,  ©4! 
Fie  immediately  rais'd  the  Siege,  and  marching  to  Tirzah,      From 
the  then  royul  City,  foon  made  himfelf  Mailer  of  it  ;  fo  that  J^^^h.^E,';,''- 
Zimri  feeing  all  loft,  and  defpairing  of  any  Quarter    from  of  2  Chron, 
the  Enemy,  retir'd   to  the  Palace  f,  which  he  fct  on  fire,  ^'Y~\j 
and,    after    a  Reign  of  feven  Days  only,  was   confum'd 
in  it. 

OAdRI-i  however,  found  it  not  fo  cafy  a  Matter  to  getOmd. 
the  Throne,  as  he  expected.  Half  the  Ifraelitcs  declared  for 
Tibni,  the  Son  of  Ginah,  which  occafion'd  a  Civil  War  for 
four  Years,  till  having  vanquifh'd  and  flain  his  Rival  Tibni, 
he  came  to  reign  without  a  Competitor.  But  his  Reign  mufl 
be  acknowledg'd  to  have  been  very  wicked,  when  we  find 
it  recorded  of  him,  that  he  not  only  walk'd  in  the  Way  of 
fcrohoam^  {e)  but  did  vjorfe  than  all  before  him.  He  very 
probably  began  to  introduce  other  and  more  abominable 
Idolatries,  than  were  then  in  Ufe,  v/hich  are  therefore  cal- 
led [f)  the  Works  of  the  Hoiife  of  Ahab.  He  compelled 
the  People  to  worfiiip  the  golden  Calves  ;  and,  by  fevere 
Laws  (which  are  called  (g)  the  Statutes  of  Omn)  reftrain'd 
them  from  going  up  to  ferufalein  :  And,  becaufe  the  royal 
Palace  at  TVrzfl/;  was  deftroy'd,  he  bought  of  one  <S/^^/«i?r  a 
Piece  of  rifmg  Ground,  whereon  he  built  a  Palace  for  his 
own  Habitation,  which,  in  a  fhort  Time,  increafing  to  a 
City,  was,  from  its  fir  ft  Owner  ^  called   in  Hebrew,   Shs- 

merout 

•j-  This  was  a  City  in  the  Tribe  of  Dan,  and  given  to  the 
Ls-jties  for  their  Habitation,  Jq^.  xix.  44.  and  xxi.  23.  but 
they  feem  to  have  quitted  it,  as  they  did  the  reft  of  the  Cities, 
when  Jerobsam  would  not  fuffer  them  to  exercife  their  Office, 
and  the  Fhillftines,  'tis  likely,  then  feiz'd  upon  it,  as  being  ad- 
joining CO  their  Country.  It  feems  however,  to  have  been  a  Place 
of  no  inconfiderable  Strength,  fince  we  find,  thatit  maintain'd 
a  Siege  for  three  Kings  Reigns  fucceffively,  tho'  with  fome  In- 
terruption, I  Kings  xvi.  15,  16. 

•|-  Some  Interpreters  would  rather  have  it,  that  Omri  fet  the 
royal  Palace  on  fire,  in  order  to  burn  Zimri  in  it,  who  had  re- 
tir'd thither.  The  Hebreixj  Words  indeed  will  bear  that  Con- 
ftruftion,  but  tlie  other  Senfe  feems  more  likely.  Nor  has  pro- 
fane Hiftory  forgot  to  prcfervethe  Memory  of  fome  Princes, who 
have  chofcn  to  die  in  this  Manner,  rather  than  fall  by  the  Sword, 
vil'iereoi  SardiiTiapalus'^oncoi  the  moft  antient,  and  mofl  wc/;;- 
r;ot«  Examples.     Calmet''i  Commentary. 

(ej  I  Kings  xvi.  25.         (fj  Micah  vi.  16.         (g)  Ibid. 
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A.  M.  meron^  but,  according  to  the  Greeks,  and  our  Tranflation, 
1°°^  Chdf  *  Samaria,  and  was  ever  after  made  a  Place  of  the  King's 
1003,  &c'.  Refidence,  and  the  Metropolis  of  the  Ifraelitijh  Kingdom. 

From  In  the  eight  and  thirtieth  Year  of  King  Afa,  Ahah  fuc- 

[^^;"fj,;f  ceeded  his  Father  Omri,  and  in  Wickednefs  excelled  all  his 
of  2  Chron.  PredecefTors.     But  of  him  we  fliall  treat  at  large  in  our  next 
L/nr^  Chapter,  and  chufe  to  conclude  here  with  this  Obfervation, 
•  that  tho',   while  Afa  reign'd  in  Judah,  Ifrael  was 

in  the  Hands  of  feven  or  eight  feveral  Princes,  viz.  yero- 
hoam^  Nadab,  Baa/Ijq,  Elah,  Zimri,  Tihiti,  Omri,  and 
Ahab  J  yet  fuch  was  their  Hardnefs  in  Sin  and  Idolatry, 
that,  in  all  thefe  Changes,  they  never  once  thought  of  re- 
turning to  the  Houfe  of  David,  or  the  Worfhip  of  the  true 
God  at  "Jerufalem. 

The  Objection. 

^^  JEROBOAM,  no  doubt,  was  a  very  politick  Man  ; 
^*  J  and  the  Divifiqn,  which  he  brought  about  in  the 
**  Jewifo  Monarchy,  was  a  Matter  of  no  fmall  Contri- 
*'  vance  :  But  ilill  his  fetting  up  Calves,  as  Objedts  of 
*'  Divine  Worfliip,  in  order  to  keep  his  People  at  home, 
f'  and  to  prevent  their  returning  to  the  Houfe  of  David, 
^*  and  the  Temple  of  yeriifak?n,  was  the  moft  fenfelefs  and 
^'  abfurd  Projeft,  that  ever  enter 'd  into  any  wife  Man's 

"  Head, 

*  It  is  fomewhat  wonderful,  that,  when  Omri  bought  this 
Place  of  Shemer,  whereon  he  intended  to  build  a  City,  he  did 
not  call  it  by  his  own  Name,  unlcfs  we  may  fuppofe,  that,  when 
Shemer  fold  it,  he  let  him  have  the  greater  Bargain  of  it,  upon 
Condition,  that  it  fhould  becontinu'd  in  its  firft  Owner's  Name. 
However,  this  be,  'tis  certain,  that  as  Samaria  was  fituated  in 
the  Midll  of  the  Tribe  of  Ephraim  on  a  fruitful  and  pleafant 
Hill,  itfoon  became  the  regal  nn^  capital  City  of  the  Kingdom 
oi  Ifrael;  nor  did  its  Kings  omit  any  Thing,  to  make  it  as 
ftrong,  as  fine,  and  as  rich  as  polTible.  What  Fate  it  underwent 
by  Benhadad  King  of  Syria  ;  by  Salmanajfar,  King  of  AJjTyria  ; 
and  by  one  of  the  Maccabean  Family  ;  by  Herod  the  Great,  who 
rebuilt  and  beautify 'd  it  ;  by  Augujlus  defar,  and  by  the  Em- 
peror Adrian,  under  whom  it  finally  fell,  we  Ihall  fee,  in  a 
great  Meafure,  in  theCourfe  of  this  Hiftory.  It  is  conjedlur'd 
by  Bochart  (who  trac'd  the  Ruins  of  it)  to  have  been  once  larg- 
er than  yerufalem,  but  now  it  confifts  of  nothing,  but  a  few 
Cottages,  and  Convents,  inhabited  by  fome  Greek  Monks. 
PFelli's  Geography  of  the  Old  Teftament,  Vol.  III. 


Chap.  I.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.  4^ 

*?  Head.     The  Temple  of  Jerufakm   had   not,    at    this  ^  A.  M. 
*'  Time,  been  finifh'd  above  thirty  Years,  and  Perfons  e-  /°p°^chrif* 
''  nough  there  were  alive,  who  had  been  Eye-WjtnefTes,  at  1003,  &e. 
"  its  Dedication  J  of  the  Glory  of  the  Lord^  which  not  only     jJ"^^""  ... 
''  filled  the  SanSfuary^  but  the  very  Courts  adjoining,  {h)  l^  the  End"* 
♦'  fo  that  the  Priejis  could  not  Jiand  to  minijl'er  becaufe  of  of  2  Chroao 
*'  the  Cloud :    And  how  could   he  then  think  of  making  'wOrXj 
♦'  thefe  People  believe,  that  the  Image  of  a  Calf  was  equal- 
*'  ly  a  Symbol  of  the  Divine  Prefence  ?     How  indeed  could 
**  they  but  think,  that  the  Kitig  was  making  a  Parcel  of 
*'  Dupes  of  them,  when,  upon  the  Ereilion  of  thefe  dumb 
*'  Idols,  he  could  have  the  Confidence    to    tell  them,  (i) 
f*  Beheld   thy  Gods,  O  Ifrael,  which  brought   thee  out  of 
«  Egypt ! 

"  ISRJEL  had  already  fufFer'd  too  much  by  a  danger- 
*'  ous  Pradfice  of  this  Kind.  The  Sin  of  the  Alolten-Calf 
"  had  coft  their  Forefathers  no  lefs  [k)  than  three  thovjarid 
^'  Lives  ;  and  in  every  Calamity,  that  befel  their  Pofterity, 
**  fome  Grains  of  this  wicked  Idol  they  always  thought 
*'  were  mingled  in  it.  And  can  we  imagine,  that  they 
"  would  fo  eafily  be  inveigled  into  the  like  Abomination 
"  again  ;  that  they  would  make  fo  quick  a  Tranfition  from 
f  the  Worfhip  of  the  true  God  to  the  grofleft  Idolatry,  and 
*'  not  rather  look  upon  Jeroboam^  as  their  mortal  Enemy, 
*'  that  was  going  to  bring  upon  them  fome  heavy  Judgment, 
^'  by  attempting  to  introduce  a  Thing,  which,  when  they 
"  confider'd  the  Fate  of  their  Anceftors,  was  enough  to 
*'  make  them  tremble  ? 

"  Had  he  done  indeed,  as  f  Sanballat,  we  find,  in 
'■'  After- Times  did,  built  an  handfome  Temple,  in  fome 

"  commodious 

(h)  I  Kings  viii.  11.  (?)  Ibid.  xii.  28.  (k)  Exod. 

xxxii.  28. 

\  This  Sanhallat  was  a  Native  of  Horon,  or  Horonaim,  a 
City  beyond  Jordan,  in  the  Country  of  the  Moabites,  and  by 
i5<2r/Kj  made  Governor  of  the  Ca//'/>f/,  or  Samaritans.  He  had 
a  Daughter  marry'd  to  a  Son  of  the  High-Prieft  Joiadot  whom 
Jofephui  calls  Manaffeh  ;  but,  when  Nehemiab  began  his  Re- 
formation, wherein  he  oblig'd  all,  that  had  taken  y?r^zw^f  Wives, 
either  to  dil'miis  them  immediately,  or  to  depart  the  Country^ 
Manajfch,  with  fome  others,  that  were  in  the  fame  Circum- 
ftances,  fl<:d  to  Samnriay  and  there  fettled  under  the  Protedioa 
oi  Sanballaty  who  obtain'd  Leave  (of  Alexander,  fays  Jofephus, 
Jjut  our  learned  Vrideaux  makes  it  oi  Darius)  to  build  on  Mount 
Ccrizim,  near  SaMaria^  a  Temple,  in  Imitation  of  that  at  fe- 

rtifuUm'^ 
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A.  M.    '*  commodious  Place,  and  taken  in  Priejls  and  Levites  to 

A°^^C^if  *'  officiate  therein  ;  this  might  have  been  feme  Temptation 

loo^,  &c.  "  for  the  People  to  flay  with  him  :     But,  inftead  of  this,  to 

From      "  have  Recourfe    to  that   old    Invention.,  for  which    their 

^  ^b"°r;nd  "  Fore-Fathers  had  Imarted  fo   feverely,  was  a  Practice  fo 

of  zChron."  abfurd,  fo  unpopular,  fo  dangerous,  fo  odious,  fo  fure  to 

^,/<-Y''%>  "  give  Difguft,  and  fo  apt  to   raife  a  general  Revolt,  that 

*'  Jeroboam  muft  certainly  have  been  a  Man  too  wife  and 

*'  politick,  ever  to  attempt  it. 

*'  For  the  fame  Reafon  we  can  hardly  credit  the  Story 
*'  of  P}?araoh's  taking  Cities  from  Phiiijlines^  and  giving 
*'  them  to  Solo/nou,  as  Part  of  his  Daughter's  Portion.  This 
*'  King  of  Egypt  (be  he  who  he  will)  might  poflibly  be  a 
"  vjarlike  Prince  :  But  the  Country  of  the  Philijlines 
*''■  (and  Gczer  in  particular)  lay  fo  far  diflant  from  him, 
"  and  fo  little  deferv'd  any  military  Expedition,  that  we 
"  cannot  but  think,  that  there  is  fome  Miftake  in  the  fa- 
"  r^W  Account,  as  to  the  Perfon,  that  was  the  Jggrcjjor-, 
**  efpecially  confidering,  that  there  is  ?i  palpable  Error  in  the 
*'  fuppos'd  Refult  of  this  Expedition,  which  was  the  be- 
*'  ftotving  the  conquer'd  Cities,  as  a  Portion  for  Pharaoh'^ 
*'  ])aughter;  whereas  it  was  a  known  Cuftom  i^  thofe 
"  Days,  for  Women  to  have  no  Dower,  but,  whoever 
"  efpous'd  them,  was  to  purchafe  them  of  their  Parents. 

"  PHARAOH  might  do  this  in  Gallantry  perhaps,  be- 
*'  caufe  his  Daughter  was  going  to  be  marry'd  to  a  Prince 
"  of  Solomc?i's  high  Renown  j  but  it  looks  as  if  his  Efteem 
*'  for  that  Alliance  foon  abated,  when  we  find  him  making 
*'  his  Country  a  common  Refuge  for  all  Solomon's  difcon- 
*'  tented  Subjeds  ;  and  even  not  refufmg  Protedion  to  his 
*'  moft  inveterate  Enemy,  ferohoam.  fctrange  it  is  indeed, 
*'  that  Solomon  fliould  have  lb  little  Intercft  in  the  Egyptian 
*'  Court,  as  not  to  be  able  to  prevail  with  the  King,  who 
•  "  was  his  Father-in-Law,  to  deny  his  PrctecfHon  to  fuch 
*'  Perfons,  as  were  confpiring  the  Subvcrfion  of  his  Go- 
*'  vernment ! 

"  ^yiv  the  ftrangeft  Story  of  all  is,  the  Queen  of  Sheha's 
*'  coming  to  viiit  Sclomcn,  and  bringing  with  her  a  Bui.dle  of 
"  Mnigma''s  and  PJddlcs,  for  this  prodigious  Prince  to  re- 
"  folve.  For,  fuppofing  the  Woman  imprudent  enough 
"  to  leave  her  Kingdom  (vv'hich  is  feldom   fafely   done) 

*'  merely 

rufalem,  whereof  he  made  his  Son-in-Law  Mavajfeh  High- 
Prieft.  But  of  this  we  Hiall  have  Occafion,  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Hiitory,  to  treat  mere  at  iargc. 
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**  merely  to  gratify  a  petulant  Curiofity^   yet  can  we  think,     A.  m. 
"  that  5o/5OT5^,    whoftudy'dfo  hard,  as  to  become  a  per-^n^!  cfr[f. 
"  it^  Mafter  ofalmoftall  the  learned  Sciences,  (for  fo  thcjoo^,  &c'. 
*'  Scripture  reprefents  him,   I  Kings  iv.)    fhould  have  no-      From 
"  thing  elfe  to  do,  but  to  anfwer  every  impertinent  Wo- J^^JJJS' ^'^'^ 
"  man,  that  came  with  her  ^ibbles^  and  c\\xcxe  ^4ejiionsoi  2  Chiom 
*'  to  him  ?     The  Hiftorian  however  has  taken  Care,    that  ,W  "'>J 
*'  we  ^lould  not  detedt  the  Fallacy  of  this  remarkable  Ad- 
"  venture,  by  concealing  the  Age,  the  Religion,  and  the 
*'  verv  Country,  where  this  romantick  Lady  liv'd. 

"  SOLOMON^  no  doubt,  was  a  very  wife  Man,  and 
"  yet  we  cannot  but  think,  that  he  laid  the  Foundation  for 
"  his  own  Unhappinefs,  as  well  as  Impiety,  when  he  mul-" 
**  tiplyd  Wives  to  fuch  a  prodigious  Degree.  For  'tis  hard 
*'  to  conceive,  to  v/hat  Ufe  and  Purpofe  fuch  a  Milliad  of 
**  them  (hould  ferve,  unlcfs  it  were  to  fcold  and  quarrel^ 
"  and  put  the  whole  Houfe  in  an  Uproar:  And,  tho'  it 
*'  muft  be  own'd,  that  he  is  one  of  the  top  CharaiSlers  of  the 
"  facred  Hiftory,  yet  we  cannot  but  v/onder,  v/hy  he  is  fo 
"  far  neglected  at  lart,  as  to  be  dropt,  all  on  a  fud- 
*'  den,  without  any,  the  lead  Intimations  of  his  Repentance, 
*'  or  Non-Repentance,  of  the  Happinefs,  or  Mifery  cf  his 
*'  future  State;  which,  confidering  the  odd  Mixture  of  the 
**  Man,  and  a  Life  fo  egregiouily  chequer'd  with  Good  and 
*'  Evil,  (as  his  wasj  muft  not  have  fail'd  of  giving  great 
*'  Satisfadion  to  every  pious  Reader. 

*'  Whatever  wild  Enthufwjls  may  think,  the  Spirit 
"  of  God,  in  our  Opinion,  never  takes  Pofleiiiun  of  i^<j5/V  ; 
*'  and  yet  how  fhall  we  account  for  that  Humour  of  the. 
*'  Prophet  Ah'ijah^  in  tearing  his  Coat  (and  his  beft:  Coat 
*'  too)  into  twelve  Pieces,  when  he  came  to  deliver  his 
*'  Meflage  to  'Jeroboain?  Whatever  Energy  may  be  pre- 
*'  tended  in  this  e?nblemotical  A6lion,  for  our  Hearts  we 
*'  cannot  but  think,  that  the  Bufmefs  might  have  been  ex- 
*'  prefs'd  in  Words  at  length,  and  the  Man  obtain'd  a  fa- 
*'  vourable  Audience,  and  Attention  to  what  he  had  to  fay, 
*'  as  well  without  it ;  for,  (according  to  our  Sentiments 
*'  of  Things)  to  fee  any  one,  at  our  firft  Salutation,  fall 
*'  a  tearing,  and  rending  his  Cloaths  to  Rags,  would  make 
*'  us  turn  from  him  as  a  Mad-Man^  rather  than  liilen  to 
*'  him,    as  a  Prophet. 

*'  But  whatever  may  become  of  the  Condu£l  of  this 
*'  Prophet,  our  Study  muft  be  to  preferrc  the  Attributes  of 
"  God  inviolate  \  and  yet  they  feem  to  be  in  apparent  Dan- 

*'  ger. 
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A.  U.     "  gefi  if,  after  a  moft  fighal  Manner,  (/)  God  fhould  de- 
A^°' cif^f   "  ^^'^°^  ^  '^"^  Prophet,   merely  for  fuffering  himfelf  to  be 
J003,  &?<:.  **  perfuadsd  by  another  Prophet,   who  pretended  equally  to 
From      "  a  Divine  Revelation^  and  came  to  afk  nothing  of  him^ 
i^h^sT'  *'  hut  what  he  might reafonably  have  expedted.    tor  might 
•f  a  chron,  "  ^ot  the  Prophet  from  Judab  (as  he  found  himfelf  hungry 
|^Oi^"\j'*  and  weary)  be  apt  to  think,  that  God,  in  Compaffion  to 
*'  him,  had  revok'd  his  Prohibition^  and  now,  that  he  had 
•'  executed  the  main  Part  of  his  Charge,   allow'd  him  the 
**  Liberty  of  refreftiing    himfelf?     This  the  old   Prophet 
**  affirms,    and  affirms  that  he  had  it  from  an  Angel ;  and 
**  therefore,  if  there  was  any  Iniquity  in  the  Thing,  on  hini 
'*  fhould  the  Punifhment  have  fallen  :     And  yet  he  is  ac- 
*'  quitted,  or,  at  leaft,  no  Harm  lights  upon  him,  whilft  the 
**  other,  that  is  innocently  deceiv'd,  falls  a  Prey  to  a  Z/cw, 
*'  and  {m)  his  Carcafe  does  not  come  into  the  Sepulchres  cf 
«  his  Fathers.  '* 
^nj-wir-d,ly     Th  e   Jewijh  Doctors  have  a  Tradition,   that  after  Re- 
f-robofm""^  /j^^^/7OT,    the    SoH   of  Solomon,  had   left  Sbechem  in  hafte, 
eametofet    and     made    the    beft  of  his  Way     to   Jerufalem,    "Jero- 
»/  Idolatry,  hoam  Called  a  Council  confifting  partly  of  pious  and  partly  of 
•vcicked  Men ;   that,  in  this   Council^    he  propos'd  whether 
they  would  agree,  and  fubfcribe  to  all  that  he  fhould  ap- 
point; that  to  this  they  declar'd  their  Aflent,  and  he  there- 
upon conflituted  himfelf  King  ;  that  when  he  propos'd  far-* 
ther,  whether,  if  he  fhould  eftablifh  Idolatry-^  they  would 
agree  and  confent  to  it,  the  pious  Party  were  fhock'd,   and 
began  to  exprefs  their  Indignation  ;  but    that   their  Wicked 
Neighbours    in    the    Council   pacify'd     them,    by    whif- 
pering  in  their  Ears,  *'  That  Jeroboam  had  no  Intention  to 
**  fet  up  Idolatry^  i)ut  only  mention'd  it  in  a  comparative 
"  Senfe,  and  with  a  Defign  to  try  the  Extent  of  their  Obe- 
**  dience :  "  So  that  by  this  Fraud,  the  pious  People  in  the 
Council  were  drawn  in,  and  even  Ahijah  himfelf  prevail'd 
on  to  fubfcribe  implicitly  to  whatever  Jeroboam  fhould  think 
fit  to  ena6t;  by  which  Means  he  took  anOccafion  (^as  the 
Iniquity  of  the  Times  favour'd  him  not  a  little)   to  eflablifh 
Idolatry  by  a  Law. 

SOLOMON^  we  all  agree,  was  a  Man  of  great  Fame 
for  his  Knowledge,  and  yet,  in  the  very  Maturity  of  his 
Age,  he  difcover'd  a  flrong  Inclination  to  Idolatry,  which 
could  not  but   make  a  bad  ImprefSon  upon  the  Minds  of 

his 

(/)  Chriftianlty  as  old  as  the  Creation,  page  328.  (m) 

I  Kings  xiii.  22. 
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his  SubjeSis,  when  they  faw  the  Preference  that  was  given    A.  M. 
'to  it  by  fo  wife  a  Prince.     His  Son  Rehoboam  was  the  iffue  im.^  Chrif! 
of  a  Woman,  that  fprungfrom  an  infamous  Nation,  an  J^n- 1003,  &c. 
monttefs  by  Birth,  who  (as  far  as  it  appears)  was  never  a  Pro-    ^.^°^  „. 
felyte  ;   and,    having  a  great  Hand  in  her  Son's  Education^  \^  thT-^t' 
might  give  him  a  deep  Tindlure  of  her  own  Sentiments  :  of  a  Chroa< 
For,    in  his  Reign,  we  read,    that  (w)  the  People  built  them  <>>^YN^ 
High-Places.,  on    every    high  Hill^    and  under  every  green 
Tree,  and  did  according  to  all  the  Abominations  of  the  Na- 
tions,  which  the  Lord  cafl  out  before  the  Children  of  Ifrael  j 
which  they  durft  not  have  done,  had  the  King   difcoun- 
tenanc'd  them  by  his  own  Example. 

After  a  Succeffion  of  fuch  idolatrous  Princes,  in  the 
Reign  of  King  fojiah,  (0)  the  Book  of  the  Law  was  found 
in  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  at  which  Hilkiah,  the  High- 
Priejl,  feem'd  to  exprefs  an  uncommon  Joy  and  Wonder : 
And  tho'  this  might  poffibly  be  the  authentick  Copy,  (p) 
which,  by  God's  Command,  was  laid  up  in  the  SanSiuary^ 
yet  how  much  the  reading  of  it  in  any  Copy  was  at  any 
Time  difus'd,  we  may  gather  from  what  the  Hijiorian 
tells  us  of  the  King,  viz.  that  (q)  when  he  had  read  the 
Words  of  the  Book  of  the  Law,  he  rent  his  Cloaths  ;  and, 
by  Parity  of  Reafon,  we  may  infer,  that,  what  through  the 
bad  Example  of  their  Kings,  who  gave  Life  and  Encourage- 
ment to  idolatrous  Pra^ices,  and  what  through  the  Negli- 
gence of  the  People,  in  not  perufing  the  Books,  wherein  the 
Tranfa<Sions  of  former  Times  were  recorded,  the  Genera- 
tion, we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  might  have  forgot  the  Hiftory 
of  Aaron\  molten  Calf,  and  the  Punifliment  purfuant  there- 
upon, and  might  therefore  be  induc'd  to  worfliip  another, 
without  any  Dread,  or  Apprehenfions  of  Danger. 

How  the  Figure  of  a  Calf,  or  any  other  Animal,  czn^h ^f' ^^H^' 
be  a  Symbol  of  a  Deity,  'tis   difficult   to  conceive.     But  ^%^{ffo^^f, 
certain  (r)  learned  Author,  who   feems  a  little  fmgular  in  idoh. 
his  Opinion,  will   needs  have  it,  that   the  Golden  Calves, 
which  Jeroboam  made,  were  in  Imitation  of  the  Cherubims, 
(in  his  Account  thefe  were  winged  Oxen)  Mofes  had  plac'd 
upon    the   Ark   of  *the  Covenant,  whereon  the  Glory  of  the 
Lord  fat  inthron'd.     Thefe  Cherubims  in  the  Tabernacle  of 
Mofcs,  and  afterwards  in  Solomon's  Temple,  were  plac'd  in 
the  Sanctuary,  and  fecreted  from  vulgar  Sight :    But  Jero- 
boam^ 

(«)  I  Kings  xiv.  23,  24.  (0)  2  Kings  xxii.  8.  (p)  Deut. 
xxxi.  26.  (q)  2  Kings  22.  11.  {f)  ^io^.fccuSi  in  Aarone 
purgato,  lib.  i.  c.  8. 
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A.  M.    boam.^  to  make  his  Religion  more    condefcenfive,  plac'd  his 
'^?^'}'^\  Calves  in  open   View,  fo  that  every  one,  who  look'd    on 

Ant.  Chrift.  •   \  \  i        i  U  •         \       /^^     i       c    rr       i 

JC03,  &c.  them,    might,  through  them,    worihip   the  Liod  of  IJraely 

Fri-^m  without  repairing  to  the  T'emple  of  Jerufalem. 
\^thTi.nA  ^"i^  Notion  (if  it  were  true)  would  make  th*e  Tran- 
ot"  i.  Chron/ition  eafy  from  the  Worfhip  at  "Jerufalcniy  to  the  Wor- 
V>'"Y">W'^ip  at  Dan  or  Bethel ;  but  we  can  hardly  imagine, 
that  Jeroboam  had  either  fo  harmlefs,  or  fo  conformable  a 
Defign,  in  fetting  up  thefe  golden  Images.  Whatever  his 
Defign  was,  'tis  certain,  that  the  Scripture  all  along  repre- 
fents  him,  as,  of  all  others,  the /)r/«r7/'fl/ Perfon,  that  {s) 
made  Ifrael  to  fti  ;  that  [t)  drew  Ifrael  from  ferving  the 
Lord,  and  made  them  fin  a  great  Bin  :  And  therefore  we 
may  obferve,  that  whenever  it  dcfcribes  a  bad  Prince,  one 
Part  of  his  Chara6ler  is,  that  he  imitated  the  Sin  of  Jero- 
boam^i  the  Son  of  Nebat,  {it)  who  (as  the  Prophet  upbraids 
his  Wife)  zvent  and  rnade  him  other  Gods,  and  ?nolten  I- 
mages,  to  provoke  me  to  Anger^  and  to  cajl  me  behind  his 
Back,   faith  the  Lord. 

The  Truth  is,  'Jerohoam\\2A  liv'd  a  confiderable  Time 
in  the  Land  of  Egypt,  had  contra6ted  an  Acquaintance  with 
the  King  thereof,  and  form'd  an  Intereft  among  the  Peo- 
ple ;  and  therefore  finding  himfelf  under  a  Neceflity  of 
making  an  Alteration  in  the  eftablifh'd  Religion  of  his 
Country,  he  thought  it  the  wifeft  Method  to  do  it  upon 
the  Egyptian  Model,  that  thereby  he  might  indear  himfelf 
to  that  Nation,  and,  in  cafe  he  met  with  Oppofition  from 
his  Rival  Rehoboam,  might  hope  for  Afliftance  from  that 
Qi_!arter.  For,  as  the  Egyptians  had  two  Oxen,  which 
they  worfliipp'd,  one  called  Apis,  at  Memphis,  the  Metro- 
polis of  the  Upper  Egypt  ;  and  another  called  Mnevis,  at 
Hiernpolis,  a  principal  City  of  the  Lower  ;  fo  he  made  two 
Calves  of  Gold,  and  plac'd  one  of  them  in  Bethel,  which 
was  in  the  South  ;  .and  the  other  in  Dan,  which  was  in  the 
North  Part  of  the  Country  of  Ifrael. 
jn,lfetthem  There  Were  thcfc  farther  Reafons  likewife,  that  might 
*/■  .'-B-thel  determine  him  in  the  Choice  of  thefe  two  Places.  Dan  was 
*"  '  a  Town,  famous  (x)  for  the  Teraphim  of  Micah,  unto 
whicli  there  had  been  a  great  Refort  for  many  Ages  ;  and 
Bethel  was,  in  every  ones  Opinion,  a  holy  Place,  that 
which  Jacob  had  confecrated  after  he  had  been  vouchfaf  'd 

the 

{s)   I  Kingsxiv.  16.       {t)  2  Kingsxvii.  21,        («)   i   Kings 
iv.  g.         [x]  Judg.  Xvii. 


Chap.  I.    from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,   ^c.         4^ 
the  Vifion  of  the  Ladder^  and  where  God  had  fo  frequent-     A.  M. 
ly  appear'd  to  him,  that  he  thought   he  had  Reafon  to  call  ]^°„7  ci^if' 
it  (y)  the  Gate  of  Heaven.  1003,  &f<,' 

JEROBOAM^  no  Queftion,  was  not  infenfible  of  the  From 
Advantage,  his  Rival  enjoy'd,  in  having  the  Temple  ^^^  thf  End 
in  his  Pofleffion ;  and  might  many  Times  wifh  thatof  zChrcn. . 
he  had  been  able  to  have  built  one,  that  might  haveL/'V^^O 
flood  in  Competition  with  it ;  but  this  was  impoffible.  Se- 
ven Tears  and  an  half  had  Solomon  been,  in  compleating  the 
Temple  at  ferufalem^  notwithftanding  the  Multitude  of 
Hands  that  he  employ'd,  and  the  vaft  Preparations  of  Mo- 
ney and  Materials,  that  his  Father  had  left  him.  To  build 
one  lefs  magnificent^  had  been  inglorious  to  feroboam  j  and 
to  build  one  any  Ways  adequate,  was  more  than  he  could 
hope  to  fee  finiftied  in  his  Days.  The  People  were  grown 
weary  of  fuch  publick  expenfroe  Works  :  The  Tax  had 
been  heavy  and  burdenfome  to  them,  (z)  Thy  Father 
mads  our  Yoke  grievous,  was  the  Complaint  they  brought 
againft  Rehoboafn.  Upon  this  the  whole  Revolt  was  found- 
ed :  And  therefore,  in  the  prefent  Scate  of  'Jerohoani%  Af- 
fairs, a  new  Temple  was,  of  all  Projedls,  the  moft  unpo- 
pular,  and  the  likelieft  to  create  a  total  Defection  ;  fince  it 
was  running  directly  into  his  Rival's  Error,  and,  in  Ef- 
fect, declaring,  that  (a)  his  Little-Finger  (hould  be  found 
heavier,  than  Solof7ion''s  Loins  had  ever  been. 

In  the  mean  Time  his  Subje6ts  deferted  apace  ;  and,  for 
Want  of  a  Place  of  religious  Worfhip  to  refort  to,  were 
returning  to  ferufalem,  and  to  their  Allegiance  to  the  Houfe 
cf  David  at  once.  Something  therefore  was  neceflary  to  be 
done,  in  order  to  remedy  this  growing  Evil ;  and,  becaufe 
Jeroboam  readily  forefaw,  that,  to  fupport  himfelf  in  his 
Ufurpation,  he  might  poflibly  want  the  Afliftance  of  the 
Egyptians ;  the  beft  Policy  that  at  prefent  occurr'd  to  his 
7^houghts,  was,  to  do  a  Courtefy  to  them,  in  fetting  up  a 
Form  of  WorJJjip  much  like  theirs,  and,  at  the  fame  Time, 
to  gratify  his  own  Subjedls  in  the  Choice  of  fuch  Places  of 
Worfhip,  as  had  been  famous  in  the  Days  of  old,  and 
whofe  reputed  Sacrednefs,  *  as  well  as  Proximity,  might 
commute  for  the  Want  of  a  Temple. 

GEZERy 

(y)  Gen.  xzviii.  17.  (2)    i  Kings  xii.  4.  [a)  Ibid, 

ver,  10. 

*  The  Speech  which  jofephus  makes  for  Jeroboam,  upon  this 

Occafion,  is  to  this  Purpofe.    •'  I  need  not  tell  you,  my  Coun- 

Vol.  IV.  D  "  trymen. 
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A.  M.  G  E  Z  E  R,  -we   own,    lay  at   a  confiderable  Diftance 

An°'c£in  ^"^^"^  ^Syp^y  which,  fince  the  Time  of  Sefojirisy  had  fel- 
J003,  &c.  dom  extended  its  Conquefts  into  foreign  Lands;  and  there- 
From  fore,  to  account  for  its  Conduft  here,  we  muft  obferve, 
to^tlie^End'  ^^^^  Gezer  was  fo  antient  a  Town  in  Canaan,  that,  when 
of  2  chron.  Jojhiia  [b]  conquer'd  it,  it  had  a  King  of  no  fmall  Note  ; 
C/V^J  that,  in  the  Divifion  of  the  Land,  {c)  it  fell  to  the  Tribe 
Tbeiiijlory  ^f  Ephraim^  was  bordering  upon  the  Northern  Part  of  the 
and  why'  Country  of  the  Philijiines,  and  not  far  from  tiie  Mediter- 
Pharaoh /oo^  ranean-Sea  ;  that  it  was  one  of  the  eight  and  forty  Cities, 
'"•  which  (together  with    their  Suburbs))  were  given    to   the 

Levites  ;  an  Inland  Town,  but  at  no  great  Diftance  from 
the  Sea- Port  of  Joppa  ;  that,  when  the  Ephraimites  took 
Pofleflion  of  it,  [d)  they  fufFer'd  the  Canaanites  to  cohabit 
with  them,  who  gave  them  no  fmall  Difturbance,  and,  to- 
wards the  latter  End  of  David's  Reign,  expelled  them 
thence ;  that,  when  Solomon  came  to  the  Throne,  he  ap- 
ply'd  himfelf  chiefly  to  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  nor 
thought  it  worth  while  to  difturb  the  Peace  of  his  Reign 
for  the  Recovery  of  a  few  revolted  Cities  ;  that,  when  a 
Match  was  propos'd  between  Solomon  and  Pharaoh's  Daugh- 
ter, Pharaoh  thought  he  could  not  do  a  more  acceptable 
Service,  or  (hew  the  Benefit  of  his  Alliance  better,  than 
in  taking  Gezer,  and  fome  adjacent  Places ;  that,  for  thisL 
Purpofe,  he  fet  out  with  a  large  Fleet  of  Ships,  landed  at 
Joppa,  befieg'd  Gezer,  and  becaufe  it  made  an  obftinate 
Defence,  {e)  burnt  it  to  the  Ground,  and  flew  all  the  Co' 
naanites,  that  were  in  it ;  but  tliat  not  long  after  he  be- 
gan to  rebuild  it  -,  and  when   his  Daughter  was  efpous'd  to 

Solomon, 

*'  trymen,  that  God  is  every  where,  and  not  confin'd  to  any 
"  certain  Place,  but  wherever  we  are,  he  hears  our  Prayers 
*'  and  accepts  our  Worfliip,  in  one  Place  as  well  as  another  j 
**  and  therefore  I  am  not  at  all  for  your  going  up  to  Jerufalem 
*'  at  this  Time,  to  a  People  that  hate  you.  'Tis  a  long  te- 
'•  dious  Journey,  and  all  this  only  for  the  Sake  of  Religion. 
"  He,  who  built  that  Temple  was  but  a  Man,  as  every  one 
"  here  is,  and  \}nQ  golden  Calces,  that  I  have  provided  for  you, 
"  the  one  in  Bethel,  and  the  other  in  Dan,  are  confecrated, 
*'  as  well  as  the  Temple,  and  brought  fo  much  nearer  to  you, 
"  on  Purpofe  for  the  Convenience  of  your  Worfhip,  where  you 
"  may  pay  your  Duty  to  God,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  beftpleafes 
"  you,  6'c-."     ^fw/^^.Antiq.  lib.  viii.  c.  3. 

\b)  Jofh.  X.  33.        c)   Ibid,  xvi,  5.       \d)  Ibid.  xxi.  20,  21. 
Xt)  I  Kings  ix.  16. 


Chap.  t.      from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.  ci 

Solomon^  gave  him  this,  and  fome  other  Places  he  had  taken    A,  M. 
along  with  it,  as  Part   of  her  Portion;    for   it  is  a    mi-^ooi,  ^c. 
ftaken  Notion,  that  Princes  Daughters  had  no    Portion  in  ,o"o3,  ^c. 
thofe  Days.  From 

Among  the  Jews  indeed,  the  Cuftom  was  for  the  Men'  ^.'"Esviii. 
to  give  the  Doiver^  or  to  make  fome  Prefent  to  the  Pa- of  2  cbi"on. 
rents,  for  the  Favour  of  having  their  Daughter  in  Marriage.  V"Y"NJ 
But  this  Cuftom  prevailed  only  among  the  inferior  Sort  : 
Ladies  of  the  firft  Diftindion  were,  in  all  Nations,  wont 
to  bring  their  Hufbands  Fortunes  proportionate  to  their 
Quality  :  For  Saul,  we  read,  declar'd,  that  the  Man,  who 
fhould  flay  Goliath^  fhould  not  only  have  his  Daughter  in 
Marriage,  but,  together  with  her.  Plenty  of  Riches,  and 
other  valuable  Emoluments.  Antiochus  the  Great  promis'd 
to  fettle  upon  his,  the  Kingdoms  of  fudea  and  Samaria^ 
as  a  Dower  to  Ptolemy  King  of  Egypt;  and  (to  name  no 
more)  Agamemnon,  in  Times  of  an  elder  Date,  tho'  not  fo 
great  Affluence,  ofFer'd  no  lefs,  than  *  feven  good  Towns 
with  his,  without  any  referv'd  Rent,  or  other  Deduction 
from  her  Hufband.  So  that  Pharaoh  did  no  more,  than 
conform  to  the  Practice  of  other  great  Princes,  in  endowing 
his  Daughter  with  the  Places,  he  had  taken  from  the  Phi- 
lijiiyies,  in  all  Probability,  for  that  very  Purpofe. 

How  he  came  to  fwerve  fo  foon  from   this  Alliance,  as^^vPha- 
to  give  Protedion  and  Countenance  to  his  Son-i?7-Lazus  a-''*':V,T'' 
vow'd  Enemies,  need  be  no  Wonder  at  all  to    him,  whoboam. 
confiders,  by  what  various  Springs  Kingdoms  are  govern'd  ; 
how  the  Intereft  of  Nations  (hifts  about,  according  to  the 
different  Situation  of  their  Affairs  ;  and  of  how  little  Weight 
and  Validity    all  Leagues  and    Treaties   are,    when  once 
national    Intereft  comes  to  be   thrown   into    the  Counter- 
balance. 

But  this  is  not  all.     The  Pharaoh,  who  receiv'd   Je- 

roboam  in  his  Exile,  in   all  Probability,  was  not  the  King, 

D  2  whofe 

*  His  Words  in  Homer  are  thefe  : 

r«jM.tpo?    Kit   fAOt    e'cTJ,     TtCW    ^£    fAlV    "ffOV  'OpE5-»J 

TpfT?  $1  fcot  £»o-i  Qvyaclfii^  evi  fjuiydfu  euVriXTW, 
"TuuVy  rtv  >c  ISeXijo"*  ^i>v-/;»  uvds^uov  uyier^a) 
ripo;  oIkov  rijiXr'?'  lyui^  f7^»j!*£i^l«  aucru 

Iliad  ix.  lin.  I4i« 
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A.  M.     whofe  Daughter  Solomon  had  marry'd,  but  a  Prince  of  ano- 
\n°''chWft  ther  Line,  and  of  different  Views.     The  Woman,  whom 
iot)3,  &c.   Solomon  marry'd,  was  one  of  the  Dynajiy  of  the  Diofpolites, 
From      whofe  Anceftors  had  liv'd  at  Thebes  ;  but,  in  the  Year,  that 
to'^he^End  ■  Solomon  finifli'd  the  Temple,    (/)  there  happen'd   a  Revo- 
of  2  Chion.  lution  in  Egypt,  wherein  this  Dynajiy,  or   Race  of  Kings, 
V,yV^  loft  the  Throne,  and  was  fuccpeded  by  that  of  the  TaaniteSy 
of  whom    Semendisy  the  Father    of  Shijkak,  was   the  firft 
King.     Thefe  kept  their  Court  at  Zoan,  an  antient  Town 
not  far  from  the  Borders  of  Canaan,  and  therefore  very  con- 
venient  for  the  Reception  of    any   Refugees,    that   fhould 
come  from  thence.     For,  as  it  was  the  Intereft  of  the  for- 
mer Kings  of  Egypt  to  keep  up  a  good  Underftanding  with 
the  Houfe  of  Davtd ;  fo  ftow  it  became  equally  the  Intereft 
of  the  prefent  Race  to  make  ufe  of  all  Inftruments  to  em- 
barrafs  them,  left,  by  joining  with  the  depos'd  Family,  they 
might,  at  any  Time,  occafion  another  Revolution  in  Egypt. 
And    this,  by   the  bye,  fuggefts  the  Reafon  (whereof   the 
Scripture  is    filent)  v/Iiy   Shijhak  invaded  the  Kingdom  of 
fudah  with   a   vaft  Army,  but  never   pretended  to  annoy 
Ifrael ;  namely,  becaufe  he  thought  it  advifeable  to  difable 
Rehohoam,    from    aflifting  the   depos'd   Family  in    Egypt, 
but  to    encourage  "Jeroboam,  who;/  being    an  Ufurper  him- 
Iclf,  was  queftionlefs  a  Friend  and  Ally  to  thofe  Princes, 
that  were  in  the  like  Circumftances. 

Who  the  Queen  of  Sheba  was,  and  in  What  Climate  the 
Country,  from  whence  fhe  came  to  vifit  Solomon,  lay,  are 
Points,  wherein  the  Learned  are   not  fo   well  agreed  :  But 
whether   her   Name  was  Nicaule,  Candace,  Marqueda,  or 
Balkis,    (for  diff^erent  Authors  give  her  thefe  feveral  Names) 
it  matters  not  much,  if  we  can   but  find  out,  what  this 
Sheba  was,  whereof  Ihe  is  faid  to  have  been  Queen. 
The  King-        JOSE  RHUS,  and,  from  his  Authority,  many  more  are 
dom  of  She-  of  Opinion,  that  Sheba  was   the   antient  Name  of  Mero'e^ 
iuiatcd'."    ^"  IHand,  or  rather  Penmfula   in  Egypt,  before  Cambyfes, 
in  Compliment  to  his  Sifter,  (other  Hiftorians  call   her  his 
Mother)  gave  it  her  Name.     He  tells  us  likewife,  that  fhe 
was  Queen  both  of  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  ;   and  *  the  Ethio- 
pians 

(f)  Bififord's  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vl.  c.  2. 

*  The  Ethiopians,  who  held,  that  this  Queen  of  Sheha  was 
of  their  Country,  teil  us,  that  fhe  return'd  big  with  Child  of  a 
Bny  which  fhe  had  by  Solomon  ;  that,  when  this  Child  was  of 
Age  to  learn,  ihe  fent  him  to  Solomon,  who  brought  him   up  as 

his 


Chap.  I.    from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.         go 

pidns  indeed  have  a  Tradition,  that,  upon  her  Return,  flie     A.  M. 

had  a  Son  by  Solornon,  whofe  Pofterity  reign'd  there  many  ^°^/pif-^' 

Years,  and,   to   this  very  Day,  they  have  preferv'd  a  con-  1003,  (^c. 

tinual  Lift  of  their  Names  and  Succeflbrs.  rrom 

There  are  thefe  Exceptions  however  to    be  made    to  to  th"^F*d' 
the  Opinion  of  the  yewijh  Hiftoriar) ;  viz.  that  whereas  he  of  2  ch:cn 
cites  Herodotus,  as  fpeaking  of  his  Queen   Nicaule,  Hero-  ^.>^"Nj 
dotus  makes  mention  of  none,  but  only  Niconis,  Queen  of 
Egypt ;     nor    does  he    fay  one  Syllable   of   her  pretended 
Journey  to  'Jerufalem.     Whereas   he  fays  of  this  Nicaule, 
that  (he  was  Qiieen  of  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  both  ;  the  facred 
Hiftory  is  plain,  that,  in  the  Time  of  Solomon,  there  reign'd 
in  Egypt  that  Pharaoh,  whofe  Daughter  he  marry'd,  and, 
in  his   Son  Rehoboani^   Time,    Shi/hak.     Whereas  he  tells 
us,  that  the  antient  Name  of  Merc'e,  before  the  Time    of 
Cambyfes,  was  Sheba  ;  for  this  he  feemsto  want  Authority, 
fince  (g)  Diodorus,    and   other  Hiftorians,    reprefent   this 
Cit)',  as  built  7tew  from  the   Ground,  and  not  repaired  by 
Cambyfes. 

The  more  probable  Opinion  therefore  is,  that  this  Queen 
of  Sheba  came  from  a  Country  fo  nam'd.  which  lay  not  in 
Ethiopia  nor  Africa,  but  in  the  Southern  Part  of  Arabia 
Fcelix ;  becaufe  it  is  generally  allow'd,  that  the  Sabcans 
liv'd  in  Arabia,  and  that  their  Country  was  ufually  called 
jby  the  Orientalijis  the  Kingdom  of  the  Souths  in  AUufion  to 

D  3  which, 

his  own  Son  ;  that,  in  his  Education,  he  took  Care  to  provide 
the  ableft  Mafters  for  him,  and  then  fent  him  back  to  his  Mo- 
ther, whom  he  fucceeded  in  the  Kingdom  ;  that  the  Kings  of 
Ethiopia  were  defcended  from  Solomon  by  this  young  Prince, 
whom  they  call  Meilic,  or  Menilehec  ;  and  that  of  his  Family 
there  were  four  and  twenty  Emperors,  down  to  Bafilides,  who 
reign'd  about  the  Middle  of  the  feventeenth  Age.  Vid.  Lu- 
dolph\  Hifl.  of  Ethiopia.  The  Arabians,  who,  on  the  other 
Hand,  pretend  to  the  Honour  of  having  this  Woman  for  their 
Queen,  tell  us,  that  her  Name  was  Balkis,  the  Daughter  of 
Hadhad,  Son  of  Scharhabil,  the  twentieth  King  of  "Jemen,  or 
Arabia  Faslixy  and  that  fhe  reign'd  in  the  City  of  March,  the 
Capital  of  the  Province  of  Sheba.  Their  Hiftories  are  full  of 
fabulous  Stories  concerning  her  Journey  to  Solotnons  Court,  and 
her  Marriage  with  him,  but  more  particularly  concerning  the 
Bird  Hudhud  (in  Englijh  a  Lapiving)  which  Solomon  made  ufe  of 
t«  fend  into  Arabia  upon  Occafion,  and  to  bring  him  Difpatches 
from  thence.  Calmef^  Didlionary,  under  the  Word  Nicaulc. 
{g)  Lib.  i.  &  Luc.  Ampel,  de  Cambyfe. 
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A.  M.  which,  our  Saviour  ftiles  this  Princefs  {h)  the  ^ueen  of  the 
3vnt''i"hriV.^^^^'^  >,^^caure  their  Country  borders  upon  the  Southern 
joo'„  &c.  Ocean,  beyond  which,  the  Antients  knew  no  farther  Land, 


From 


iKinpsviii^"^^^^^^'^'^'    ^"'^/^^'^"^   (according  to    the    common 
to  the  End  ^°^e  of    Speaking)  fays   of  this    Princefs,    ih2it  Jhe  came 
p{  2  Chron.f rom  the  utjnoji  Parts  of  the  Earth  ;  becaufe,  in  this  Counr 
OOr^  try,  *  Women  were  known  to  govern  as  well  as  Men ;  be- 
c  lufe  the  common  Produce  of  it  was  Gold,  Silver,  Spices, 
and  precious  Stones,  the  very  Prefents,  which  this  Princefs 
made   Solomon  ;  and    (if  any   popular   Traditions  may    be 
credited)    (t)  becaufe    the   Arabians  talk   of  their  Queeq 
Balkis,  who  went  to  vjfit  Solomon,  and  fliew  Travellers  the 
Place  of  her  Nativity  to  this  very  Day.  '      ' 

S:™  p^r"""^  '^u?''  P^-^"^^''^  came  from  Jrabla,  there  is 
S;:dzvhyjhe  '■^f  *°"  to  believe,  that  fhe  was  originally  defcended  from 
-viftud'iiolo.  Abraham,  by  his  \^ lie  Keturah,  one  of  whofe  Sons  {k)  be- 
jnon.  gat  Sheba,  who  was  the  firft  Planter  of  this  Country  ;  and, 

confequently,  that  fhe  might  have  fome  Knowledge  of  i^^- 
•vealed  Religion,  by  Tradition  at  leall,  from  her  pious  An- 
ceftors.  To  this  Purpofe  tiie  Scripture  feems  to  intimate, 
that  the  Defign  of  her  Vifit  to  Solomon  was,  not  fo  much 
to  gratify  her  Curiofity,  as  to  inform  her  Underftanding  in 
Matters  relating  to  Piety,  and  Divine  Worfxiip,"  It  was 
Solomon's  Fame,  (/)  concerning  the  Na7ne  of  the  Lord,  i.  e. 
concerning  his  Knowledge  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  the 
proper  Manner  of  worfhipping  him,  that  excited  her  to  take 
lo  long  a  Journey :  And  therefore,  our  Saviour  fays,  that,  ' 
as  fhe  came  fo  far  to  hear  his  Wifdom,  (his  Wifdom  con- 
cernmg  what  ?  Concerning  the  Nature  and  Worfhip  of  Al- 
mighty God)  file  would,  at  tlie  Day  of  Judgment,  rife  up 
againjl  that  Generation,  which  refus'd  to  liften  to  him. 

Now,  if  this  was  the  End  of  this  Queen's  Vifit  to  Solo- 
mon, who  can  fay,  but  that  fhe  left  her  Country  to  ^ocd 
Purpofe,  fince  it  was  to/;7^Cwj  Wifdomy  and  to  get'Vn- 

derjianding^ 

(^}  Matth.  xii.  42. 

*  It  is  generally  fuppos'd,  that  tliefe  Words  of  Claudian  re- 
jlate  to  tiiele  People  : 

— Medis,  levibufque  Sabsis 

Ijnperat  hie  Sexus,  Reginarumque  fub  Armis 

Barbarian  Pars  magna  jacet ■ .  Eutrop.  lib.  i, 

(/)  C^ln^et\  Commentary  on  i  Kings  x.  i .  and  his  Didionary, 
ynder  the  Word  Ueba.  ^k)  Gen.  xxv.  1,3.  (/)  i  Kings 
^>  K         {m)  Prov.  ui,  13.  * '        •    ? 
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derjtandingy  the  Merchandize  of  which  is    better  thaji   the    A,  M. 
Merchandize   of  Silver^    and   the  Gains    thereof  than  fine'^^°^'^f^^ 
Gold i  (n)  the  Price  of  which  is  above  Rubies,  {o)   and  all ioa\,  &c'. 
that  can   be  defired   is   not  to  be    compared  to   it  ?    But,  FionnKing* 
even  upon  the  Suppofition,  that  her  Errand  was   to  acquire  g|^'^  ^^^ 
Knowledge  of  an  inferior  Kind,  or  even  to  make  Trial  of  chron. 
Solomon  s   Sagacity,   by    propofing  fome  Enigmatical  Que-  ^>'''V"XJ 
ftions  to  him  j  yet,  who  knows  not,  that  it  was   the  Prac- 
tice, in  thofe  Days,  for  Perfons  of  the  firft  Rank  and  Figure 
in  Life  to  exercife  their  Wits  in  this  Manner  ? 

(/>)  JOSEPHUS,  from  fome  Writers  of  the  Phoenician 
Hiftory,  tells  us,  that  Solomon  us'd  frequently  to  fend  to  his 
Friend  Hiram  Problems,  and  Riddles,  upon  the  Forfeiture 
of  a  great  Sum  of  Money,  if  he  could  not  expound  them  ; 
and  that  one  Abdemonus,  a  Tyrian,  not  only  unriddled  So- 
lomons Difficulties,  but  fent  back  fome  new  Propofitions  of 
his  own,  which,  if  Solomon  could  not  refolve,  he  was  to 
incur  the  like  Forfeiture.  Now  the  Scripture  remarks  of 
Solomon,  that  (q)  his  Wifdo7n  excelled  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Eafl-Country,  and  by  the  Eajl-Country  fome  do  under- 
hand, the  Seat  of  the  antient  Arabians,  who,  in  the  Days 
of  Pythagoras,  were  fo  renown'd  for  their  Wifdom,  that 
(r)  that  Philofopher  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  go, 
and  refide  among  them  for  fome  Time.  They  were  great 
Mafters  of  Wit  and  Ingenuity  ;  and  valu'd  themfelves  upon 
their  Sagacioufnefs  and  Dexterity,  both  in  propounding  and 
folving  Problems  ;  and  therefore  no  Wonder  that  this  Queen 
of  Sheba,  who  (as  fofephus  informs  us)  was  a  Woman  of 
exquifite  Underftanding  herfelf,  (hould  fall  in  with  the  Hu- 
mour of  the  Times,  and  carry  with  her  fome  Problems  of 
her  Arabian  Sages,  on  Purpofe  to  make  a  Tryal  of  Solo- 
mon's Parts :  Nor  can  v/e  imagine,  but  that,  in  Complai- 
fance  to  fo  royal  a  Vifiter,  as  well  as  Regard  to  his  own 
Reputation,  Solomon  v/ould  take  Care  to  anfwer  her  Que- 
ftions,  and  (as  the  Scripture  exprefles  it)  fatisfy  [s)  oil  her 
Defire,  whatfoever  Jhe  afked. 

Without  knowing  the  Cuftom  of  the  Princes  of  thesolomonV 
Eafi,  their  Pomp,  and  Sumptuoufnefsof  Living,  one  m\<^tg'<:at h'um- 
be  tempted  to  w-onder,  what  poflible  Ufe   Solomon    might  J'' '^^^''^" 
make  of  this   Mi  Hi  a  d  oi  Wives  and    Concubines,  that  hesSe."'^ 

D  4  had : 

(«)  Job.  xxviii.  i8.       (o)  Prov.  viii.  ii.        (/>)  Jewish  Antiq. 
lib.  viii.  c.  2.         [q]    i    Kings  iv.  30.  (r)    Porphyr.    apuJ 

Cyrill.  lib.  X.  contra  Julian.         [s)   i  Kings  x.  13. 
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A.  M.     had  :  But  as  he  was  between  forty  and  fifty  Years  old,  before^ 
3001,  t^c.    }ie  ran  into  this  Excefs,  we  cannot  but  think,  that  he  kept  this 
^ol'  ^^&c'.    Multitude  of  Women  more  for  State,    than  any  other  Ser- 
Fi'om       vice.     (/)  Darius  CandonMnnus  was  wont  to  carry  along 
J  Kings  viii.  ^ith  him  in  his  Camp,  no  lefs_  than  three  hundred   and  fifty 
of  2  chron.  Concubines,  in  Time  of  War  \  nor  was    his  Queen  at  all 
i^Y'^j  offended  at    it,  becaufe    thcfe  Women  us'd   to    reverence 
and  adore  her,  as  if  fhe  had  been  a  Goddcfs.  F.  Le  Comptey 
in    his  Hiftory  of  China,  tells   us,  that   the  Eriiperor  there 
has  a  vafl  Number  of  Wives  chofcn  out  of  the  prime  Beau- 
ties of  the  Country,  many  of  which  he  never  fo   much  as 
faw  in  his  whole  Life :  And  therefore,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  So/omon  (as  he  found  his  Riches  increafe)  might  enlarge 
his  Expcnces,  and  endeavour   to  furpafs  all  the  Princes  of 
his  Time  in  this,  as  well  as   all  other    Kinds  of  Poxnp  and 
Magnificence. 
How  far  he       A  Man  of  5(j/5/775«'s  great  Wifdom,  one  would  think, 
iv,Tspert\'it.f^Q^\^  have  converted  thofe  Women,  that  were  about  him, 
edbyt  em,    ^^  the //'ttf  Religion,  rather  than   have   fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  perverted   by   them  to  a  falfe  one.     The  Scripture  tells 
us  indeed,   t\\?ii  [u)  he  zvent  after  hihloxcih,  the  Goddcfs  of 
the  Zidonians,  and  f  Milcom,   the  Abomination  of  the  Am- 
monites, and  f   Chemolh,  the  Abomination  of  Moab ;  but 
furely  he  could  never  be  fo  far  infatuated,  as  to  prefer  thefe 
Idols  before  the  God  of  Ifrad.     Thefe  Women,  no  doubt, 

as 
{f)  Athen.  lib.  xiii.  c.  i.  {it)  i  Kings  xi.  5,  7. 

-j-  This  Ged  is  the  fame  with  Moloaj,  which,  both  in  He- 
hrevj  and  jEthiopick,  fignifies  a  King  ;  but  then  there  are  va- 
rious Sentiments  concerning  the  Relation,  which  this  God  had 
to  the  other  Pagati  Deities.  Some  believe,  that  Moloch  was 
Saturn,  others  Mercury,  others  Fenus,  and  others  again  Mars, 
or  Miihra.  But  F.  Calmet,  in  his  Differtation  before  his  Com- 
mentary upon  Lei'iticus,  has  made  it  more  than  probable,  that 
this  God  was  the  Sun,  who  is  call'd  the  Kit2g  of  Hea-ven,  as  the 
Moon  may  be  faid  to  be  the  Queen  thereof,  for  its  Make  and 
Manner  of  Worlliip.     Vide  Vol.  Jl.  page  460.  in  the  Notes. 

f  Cheviojh,  or  Chamos,  comes  from  a  Root,  which,  in  Ara- 
hick,  fignifies  to  make  bajU  ;  and  from  hence  fome  have  imagined^ 
that  he  is  the  fame  with  the  Sun,  whofe  Motion  is  fuppofed  to  be 
fo  hally  and  rapid  ;  tho'  fome  from  the  Hebre^ju  Root,  which  fig- 
nifies Contr-iclatus,  or  handled,  will  have  him  the  fame  with  the  Ro- 
man Priapu!,  who  is  call'd  Pater  Ccntretiationum  nodurnai  urn  : 
While  others,  from  thenearRefemblance  of  the  Hebreiv  Chavios 
with  the  Word  Comos,  have  rather  thought  it  to  be  Bacchus,  thp 
God  of  Drunkcnnefs :  But  in  either  Acceptation  it  may  be  fup- 
pos'd  to  reprefent  either  Noah  or  Lot.  Jurieu  Hift.  des  Dogracs 
Si  Cult.  Fare.  iv. 
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33  they  had  got  an  Afcendant  over  him,  (.v)  might  abate  his     a.  m. 
Zeal  againft  Idolatry,  and  prevail  with   him  for  a  publick  "^^l'^': 
Toleration  of  their  Religion  :  They  might  obtain  Money  of  ,op,^  '^'^'^■• 
him  for  the   making   of  their   Idols,  the  Support  of  iheir      From 
Priefts,  and  Expence  of  their  Sacrifices  ;  nay,  and   perhaps  t^o^j/^"'''- 
might  fometimes  perfuade  him,  in  Complaifance,  to  go  with  ^f  ^  chron, 
(hem  to  their  Worfhip,    or  to  partake   of  their  lewd  and  uyVNJ 
riotous  Feafts ;  but  that  they  fliould  ever  be  able    to  alter 
,  his  Notions  concerning  the  true  God,  or  prevail   with   him 
to  believe,  that  the  Images,  they  worfhipp'd,  were  inform'd 
with  any  Kind  of  Divinity,  is  a  Thing  incredible. 

In  the  Courfe  of  this  Prevarication  however  he  continu'd  Andishe. 
fo  long;,  that  it  is  now  become  a  famous  Queftion,  whethei;  7"^'',,  ^r'^fS 
he  be  m  a  State  of  bah'ation,  or  no.      1  hole,  that  mamtam  or  no. 
ithe  Negative,  are  apt  to  fuggeft,  that,  tho'  the  Scripture 
gives  us  a  particular  Account  of  his  Fall,  yet    it  takes  np 
Notice  of  his  Recovery ;  that  without  the  Gr^ce  of  God  he 
could  not  repent,  and  yet  his  Actions  werefuch,  as  juftly  de- 
ferv'd  a  Forfeiture  of  that  Grace;  that  had  he  repented,  he 
would  have  pulled  down  the  idolatrous  Temples,  which  he 
had  ere61:ed,  whereas  we  find  them  (landing  many  Years  af- 
ter him  i  and  therefore  they  conclude,  that  as  he  did  not  (y) 
forrow  after  a  godly  Sort  for   his  Impieties,  becaufe    in  his 
whole  Behaviour  (to  the  very  laft)  they  can  difcern  no  Care- 
fulnefs  wrought  in  him,  no  Clearing  of  hiinfelf^  no  Indig- 
nation, no  Fear,  no  vehement  Defire,  no  Zeal,  no  Revenge, 
which  the  Apoftle  has  made  the  proper  CharaSlerijlicks  of  a 
true  Repentance.       The  Promife   however,    which    God- 
makes  to  David  concerning  his  Son  Solomon,  may  incline  us 
to  think  favourably  of  his  Salvation:  (z)  /  ivill  be  his  Father, 
and  he  Jhall  he  my  Son.     If  he  commit  Iniquity,  I  zuill  chaf- 
ten  him  zuith  the  Rod  of  Men,  and  with  the  Stripes  of  the 
Children  of  Men,  but  ?ny  Mercy  Jhall  not  depart  away  from 
him.     And   therefore    we  may  prefume,   that  towards  the 
Conclufion  of  his  Life  he  grew  fenfible  of  his  Tranfgreffions, 
{a)   tho'  the  facred  Writer    takes  no  Notice  of  it,  on  Pur- 
pofe  to  leave  a   Blot  upon  his  Memory,  and  a  frightful  Ex- 
ample of  human  Weaknefs  to  all  Pofterity  j  that  the  Tem- 
ples, which  he  had  built  to  heathen  Idols,  he  pulled  down, 
and  demolifti'd,  (Z»)  tho'  they  were  afterwards  rais'dagain  upon 
the  fame  Places,  by  other  impious  Princes ;  and  that,  after 

his 

{x)  Pcj/'s  Annotations.       (y)  2  Cor.  vii.  11.       (z)  2  Sam. 
vii.  14,    I  J.  (a)  PairicKsCommtXildLvy.  (bJCahiet^ 

Pifferc.  fur  la  Salut.  du  Roy  Solomon. 
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A.  M.     his  Fall,  he  wrote  his  Book  of  Ecclefwjies,  as  a  Monument 
5001,  feff.  Qf  Yns  Repentance,  and  Acknowledgment  of  his  own  Apof- 
3003,  &c.  tacy,  and   a  Warning  and    Admonition  to  all  others,  that. 
From      however  they  may  think  of  [c)  doing  whatever  their  Eyes  de- 
1  Kings  viii.yj^^^^  gj  Jiggpifig    nothing  from  them,   and    of  zuithholding 
of  2  Chron.  their  Hearts  from  no  Joy  ;  yet  in  the  Event,  they  would 
\y\^>i^  find  (what  his  Experience  had  taught  him  fo  late)  that  all 
was  Vanity  and  Vexation  of  Spirit ;  that  there  was  no  Pro- 
fit in  any  Kind  of  Wicked nefs  under  the  Sun,  but  {d)  that  * 
to  fear  God^  and  keep  his  Commandments,  zvas  the  whole  Du- 
ty of  Man. 
Why  A\\)]ih.      i-Y  is  making  a   wrong  Judgment  of  Things,  to  think, 
^Garment.      ^'^^  ^^^  Cuftoms  of  anticnt  Times,  and  of  different  Coun- 
tries, fliould  agree  with  thofe  of  our  own  Age  and  Climate. 
We  indeed,  when  we  have  any  Thing  to  declare  or  relate, 
do  it,  for  the  moft  Part,  in  exprefs  Words ;  but  the  People 
of  the  EaJ},  efpecially  thofe,  who  took  upon  them  the  Cha- 
ra6ler  of  Prophets,  were  fond  of  difcovering  their  Minds  in 
•f  Signs,  and  emblematical  Adtions  ;  becaufe  they  lool^'d  up- 
on fuch  Reprefentations  more  lively  and  affecting,  than  any, 
that  proceeded  from  the  Mouth  only,  could  be. 

Wh  e  n  the  Prophet  was  fent  to  anoint  Jehu  to  be  King 
of  Ifrael,  the  Queftion,  which  the  reft  of  the  Captains  put 
to  him,  {e)  Wherefore  came  this  mad  Fellow  to  thee  ?  fuffi- 
ciently  indicates  their  Scorn  and  Contempt  of  him  :  And,  in 
like  Manner,  Ahijah  might  have  addrefs'd  himfelf  to  a  Man 

of 
(c)  Ecclef.  ii.  10,  1 1.  (d)  Ibid.  xii.  13. 

-|-  This  is  the  firft  Symbolical  Aflion  that  we  meet  wich  in  any 
Prophet;  but,  in  after- Ages,  Inftances  of  this  Kind  became 
more  frequent.  Thus  Jeremiah  made  hiinfeif  BotiJs  and  Yokesy 
and  put  them  upon  his  Neck,  to  fignify  the  near  approaching  Cap- 
tivity of  Jerufalem,  Jer.  xxvii.  2.  I/aiah,  to  denote  the  Cap- 
tivity of  Egypt  and  Ethiopia,  ivalkcd  naked,  i.  e.  without  his 
tipper  Garments  on,  ajid  bare  foot  for  three  Tears,  in  the  Street  Sy 
Ifa.  XX.  2,  3.  Ezekiel  (to  make  the  People  fenfible  that  they 
were  to  be  carry'd  away  into  a  ftrange  Land)  was  order'd  to 
make  a  Breach  in  the  Wall  of  his  Houfe,  and,  through  that,  to 
remove  his  Houfhold  goods,  in  the  Day-time,  and  in  their  Sight, 
Ezek.  xii.  3,  4.  The  falfe  Prophet  Zedikiah  made  himfelf  a. 
Pair  of  Iron  Horns,  and  faid  to  Jhab,  With  thefejhalt  thou  pujh 
the  Syrians,  i  Kings  xxii.  1 1.  And  the  like  Pradice  continu'd 
under  the  Ne^  Teftament  likewife ;  for  Agabus,  having  bound 
his  Hands  and  Feet  with  St.  Paul's  Girdle,  told  the  Company, 
tYiZt  fo  Jhould  the  Jews  at  Jerufalem  bind  the  Man  unto  vjhom  it 
belonged.  Ads  xxi.  1 1. 
(f )  2  Kings  jx.  1 1 . 
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of  yeroboafns  haughty  Spirit   to  fmall  Purpofe,    had  he  not,     A.  m. 
by  Ibme  previous  A6tion,  drawn  his  Obfervation,  and  made]°°^''^~^f^ 
him  attentive  to  the  Meffage,  he  vi^as  going  to  deliver.     Now,  1003,  &c. ' 
if  any  fuch  fymbolical  Ait  was  neceflary  at  thjs  Time,  thef'''°'"'K.'"g* 
tearing  of  his  Garment  was  more  proper  than  any,  becaufe,  g'^'j  ^f  ^  ^ 
in  the  Cafe  of  Sqid^  Samuel  had  apply'd   it,    to  denote  thechron. 
Alienation  of  his  Kingdom ;   (f)  'The    Lord   hath   rent  the  L/'VN^ 
Kingdom  of  Ifraeiyro/w  thee  this  Day,  and  hath  gi'ven  it  to  a 
Neighbour  of  thine^  that  is  better  than  thou :  And,  if  rent- 
ing the  Garment  was  no  infignificant  Symbol  upon  this  Oc- 
calion,  the  newer  the  Garment  was,  the  more  it  would   de- 
clare, that   what  the  Prophet  did,  was  by  a  Divine  Com' 
mand,  and  upon  mature  Deliberation. 

This  may,  in  fome  Meafure,  fuffice  to  xdcnc  Jhijah'l^^  ^^"ff" 
^rom  the  Imputation  or  Madnejs^  in  tearmg  his  Lrarment  tOhisOffentt 
Pieces.  And  (to  come  now,  in  the  laft  Place,  to  the  C?Seftated, 
pf  the  other  Prophet,  who  came  from  fiidah  to  denounce 
Judgments  againft  the  Altar  of  Bethel^  and  was  flain  in  his 
Return,  for  difobeying  the  Divine  Injun6tion)  this  we  may 
think  was  a  fmall  Offence,  that  hardly  deferv'd  fo  fevere  a 
Fate;  but  then  we  fhould  do  well  to  confider,  that,  {g) 
whenever  God,  in  an  extraordinary  Manner,  djfcovers  his 
Will  to  a  Prophet,  he  always  makes  fuch  a  fenfible  Impref- 
iion  upon  his  Mind,  that  he  cannot  but  perceive  himfelf  actu- 
ated by  a  Divine  Spirit;  and,  confequently,  cannot  but  be 
afTur'd  of  the  Evidence  of  his  own  Revelation.  This  Evi- 
dence the  Prophet^  that  was  fent  to  Bethel,  had ;  for,  as  he 
Was  able,  by  the  Power  that  was  given  him,  to  work  Mira- 
cles, he  could  not  but  be  fenfible  of  his  Divine  Miflion,  and 
that  the  particular  Injundtion,  of  his  not  eating  or  drinking 
in  the  T^own  of  Bethel,  was  as  much  the  Will  of  God,  as 
any  other  Part  of  his  Commiffton. 

Now  the  Defign  of  God,  in  this  Prohibition^  was,  to 
exprefs  his  Abhorrence  of  that  idolatrous  Place;  and  there- 
fore  the  other  pretended  Revelation  of  the   f  old  Prophet, 

who 

(f)  I  Sam.  XV.  28.         (g)  StiIIitigfeet\  Orig.  Sacrse. 

•f  The  Learned  arc  divided  in  their  Sentiments  concerning 
this  Prophet  at  Bethel.  Some  will  needs  have  him  to  have  been 
a /^//f  Prophet,  highly  in  Efteem  with  King  y^ro^o^»z,  becaufe 
he  prophefy'd  to  him///  Things,  and  fuch  as  would  humour  him 
in  his  Wickednefs.  To  this  Purpofe  they  tell  us,  that  going  to 
vilit  the  King  one  Day,  and  finding  him  in  a  deep  Concern  up- 
pn  Account  of- the  Menaces  and  Reproaches,  which  the  Man  of 


6o  The  Hijlory  of  ihehllM.  E,         Book  VI. 

A.  M.     vvho  liv'd  tlierein,  was  juftly  to  be  fufpedtcd,  not  only  be- 
Ant' cii^if.  caufe  it  was  repugnant  to  God's  main  Defign,  but  bccaufe 
4003,  &c.   it  came  from  a  Perlbn,  wlio  had  given  no  great  Teftimony 
From      of  bis  Sincerity^  in  chufing  to  liye  in  a  Place  notorioufly  in- 
to tluf  End'  ^^^^'^  ^'^'ith    Idolatry,  and  yet  making    no  publick  Remon- 
«f  2  chroii.  llrances  againlt  it.     The  Conilderation  of  this  one  Circum- 
Ci/'W^  itance  ftiould  have  made  the  young  Prophet  diffident  of  what 
the  other  told  him,  at  leaft  till  he  had  ihewn  him  fome  Di- 
vine Teftimony  to  convince  him ;  for  it  argu'd  a  great  deal 
of  Levity,  if  not  Infidelity  of  his  own  Revelation,  to  liften 
to  that  of  another  Man,  in  Contradiction  to  what  he  had 
abundant  Rcafpn  to  believe  was  true. 

The  Short  of  the  Matter  is:  The  Prophet  from  Judah 
had  fufficient  Evidence  of  the  Truth  of  his  own  Revelation  j 
had  fufficient  Caufe  to  fufpedt  fome  corrupt  Ends  in  the  Pro- 
phet, that  came  to  re-call  him  ;  and  had  fufficient  Rcafon  to 
expert  an  |nterpofition  of  the  fame  Power,  that  gave  him 
the  Injunction,  to  repeal  it:  And  therefore  his  Crime  was 
an  cafy  Credulity,  or  complying  with  an  Offer,  (merely  to 
gratify  a  petulant  Appetite)  that  he  knew  was  repugnant  to 
a  Divine  Commai>d  J  and  the  LefTon  we  arp  to  learn,  frorn 

God's  Severity  in  this  Inftancc,  is, Not  to  fuffer  our 

Faith  to  be  perverted  by  any  Suggcftions,  that  arc   made  a- 
gainft  a  Revelation^  that  is  of  uncontcfted  Divine  Authority, 

but, 

God  from  yudah  had  denounced  againfl  him,  he  undertook  to 
pcrfuadc  him,  that  that  Prophet  was  an  Impollor,  and   to  elude 
.the  Force  of  the  Miracle  he  had  wrought,  by  telling  him,  that 
there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  his  Altar's  falling  down,  con- 
fidering  that  it  was  new-built,  not  thoroughly    fettled,  loaded 
with  Sacrifices,  and  heated   with  Fire.     And  aii  for  the  Matter 
of  his  Arm,  that  was  ocgafion'd    only    by  his   having  over- 
wrought himfcif  in  pulling  the  Sacrifices  along,  and  lifting  them 
up  upon  the  Altar,  which   might  make  his  Hand  mtmb  for    a 
while,  but,  upon   a  little  Rcll,  it  came  to  itfelf  again  ;  and  ib, 
withplaufible  Diftindions,  and  loofe  Infmuations,  he  faufBed  ofF 
the  Miracle,  and  made  the  King  more  obdurate   in  Wickednefs 
than  ever.     Others  think  more  favourably  of  the  old  Prophet, 
'vlz.  that  he  was  a  true  Prophet  of  God,  tho'   (fome  fay)  a 
ivickai oxwi,  not  unlike  the  famous /ja/.<?/7w,  who  facrific'd  every 
Thing  to    his  Profit :  Whilll    others  fay,  he  was  a  iveak  one, 
who    thought  he  might  innocently  employ  an  officious   Lye  to 
'  bring  the  Prophet  of  Judah  back,  who  was  under  a  Prohibitioa^ 
"indeed,  but  fuch  an  one,  as  (in  his  Opinion)  related  only  to  the 
'■Houfe  of  Jerolwam,  and   fuch  others  as  were  of  an  idolatrous 
*Rpligion.     Jofii'hm's  Jc'i'jijk  Anticiuities,  lib.  viji.  c.  3. 
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but,  (h)  if  an  Angel  from  Heaven  (as  the  Apoftle  puts  the     A.  M. 
Cafe)  flmdd preach  any  other  Gofpel^  than  ivhat  iVe  have  re-  ^"""J'^Sf/: 
L'iived;  to  detejl  and  denounce  him  accurfed.  loo'^,  JiC* 

Here  however,  we  may  take  Occafion  to  admire  the  iin-     f'oni 
farchahle   Secrets  of  the  Divine  Juftice.     Jeroboam  revolts  '0^^^^^^^* 
from  his  lawful  Sovereign  ;  forfakes    the  Worfhip   of  the  of  2  Chron. 
true  God  J  engages  the  People  in  grofs  Idolatry,  and  is  him-  L>*~v~>vrf 
felf  harden'd   with   the  Menaces  and  Miracles  of  the  Pro- ■^"••' •'^'^'^ 
phet,  that  wasfent  to  him.     ^falfe  Prophet  deceives  an  \^-  plopl^a 
nocent  Man  with  a  Lie,  and  draws  him  into  an  hdi  of  Dif- wc>'if  ««/?/- 
obedience,  contrary  to  his  Inclination ;  and  yet  this  wicked  "i/'-"^* 
"Jeroboam,  and  tiiis  feducing  Prophet   go  unpiinifti'd,  while 
the  other,  who  might  mean  no  ill  perhaps  in  turning  back, 
is  flain  by  a  Lion,  and  his  Body  deprived  of  the  Sepulture  of 
his  Fathers.      We   muft  acknowledge    indeed,    that    the 
Depths  of  the   Judgments  of  God  are  an  Myfs,  that  our 
Underftandings  cannot  fathom:  But  nothing  certainly  can  be 
a  more  fenfible  Proof  of  the  Truth  of  another  Life,  and  of 
t\ft  eternal  Recompences,  or  Punifhments,  that  attend   it, 
than  to  fee  the  Righteous  fo  rigoroufly  treated  here  for   very 
flight  Offences;  Mofes   excluded   the   Land  of  Promifc  (/) 
for  a  diffident  Thought;  (k)  Zo^'s  Wife  chang'd  into  a  Sta- 
tue of  Salt  for  her  looking  back  ;  and  (I)  David,  for  a  vain 
Curiofity,  punifli'd   with  the  Death  of  no  lefs  l^\?Ln  feventy 
Thoufand  of  his  Subje<fls:  And  if  God  be  thus  fevere  to  his 
own  Servants;  {m)  if  Judgment  thus  begins  at  the  Houfe  of 
God,  where  fh  all  the  Ungodly  and  the  Sinner  appear?  As  Sen- 
tence againft  every  evil  Man  therefore  is  hot  fpeedily  executed, 
this  is  our  Proof,  this  is  our  AfTurance,  that  («)  God   will 
bring  every  Work  into   Judgmerit,  with  every  fecret  Thing, 
'whether  it  begood^  or  whether  it  be  evil. 

DISSERTATION    I. 

Of  Solomon'j  Riches,  and  his  Trade  to  Ophir. 

HE,  who  only  looks  into  the  Map,  and  there  obferves,  in  The  Riches 
how  fmall   a  Compafs  the  Land  of  C^w^ijw  is  com- w^'V'' David 
pris'd,  may  be  apt  to  think,  that  the  Kings  of  that  Country^'^''  •'"'"" 
were  petty  Princes,  ruling  over  an  indigent,  obfcure  People, 
unable  to  bear  any  great  Expcnce,  and  uncapable  of  making 

any 

(h)  Cal.i.  S,  q.        (i)  Numb.  xx.  11,   12.         (k)  Gen. 
'^'x.  26.  (I)  2  Sam.  xxiv.  15.  {m)  i  Pet.  ir.  17,  i5. 

(n)  Ecclcf.  xii.  14. 
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A.  M.    any  confiderable  Figure,  except  now  and  then,  at  the  Head 
■"""'ci^f   °^  '^^^'"^  Armies:  But    he  will  foon  perceive  his  Miftake, 
J003,  ©"<••'  when  he    comes  to  refledl  on   the  immenfe  Riches,  which 
FromiKings£)rt^;V/ left   his  Son  Solomon;  on  the  vaft  Expence  oi  Solo- 
Kd"f^^^     /wow's  magnificent  living;  and  on  the  feveral  Branches  of  his 
a  Chron.      Revenue,  which  enabled  him  to  fuftain  that  Expence. 
K>^Y'XJ     The  Scripture  informs  usj  that,  out  of  the  Revenues  of 
the  Crown,  David  left  Solomon^  merely  for  the   Purpofe  of 
Building    the  Temple,  {0)  an  hundred  Thoufand  Talents  of 
Gold,  and  a  Thoufand  Thoufand  Talents  of  Silver ;  out  of 
his  privy  Purfe,  (/>)  three  ThoifandTalents  of  Gold,  andfe- 
ven  Thoufand  Talents   of  Silver',  and   out  of  the  Benevo- 
lence   of  the  Princes,  {q)  five  Thoufand  Talents,   and  ten 
Thoufand  Drams  of  Gold,  and  ten  Thoufand  Talents  of  Sil- 
ver.    Now,  fince  it  is  generally  agreed,  that  a   Talent  of 
Silver  was   equivalent  to  three  hundred  forty  two  Pounds, 
three  Shillings,  and  nine  Pence;  and  a  Talent  of  Gold   a- 
mounted  to  no  lefs,  than  five  Thoufand  four  hundred  and 
twenty  five  Pounds  Sterling,  what  an  immenfe  Sum  muft  all 
thefe  Talents  of  Gold  and  Silver  amount  to  ?  Some  of  the 
beft  Authors  of  Weights  and  Meafures  have  computed,  that 
if  all  the   Walls>  Pavement,  Lining,  and  Covering  of  the 
Temple  had  been  made  of  maffy  Gold,  (even  with  the  Wa- 
ges of  the  Work-Men    and  VefTels  belonging  to  it)  they 
would  not  have  come  up  to  the  Value   here  fpecify'd ;  and 
therefore,  upon  this  Suppofition,  they  have  advanc'd  a  No- 
tion, that  the  Hebrews  had  two  Kinds  of  Talents,  a  larger^ 
which  was  call'd  the  Talent  of  the  SanSiuary,  and  zfmaller.^ 
which  was  the  co?nmon  Talent,  and  one  half  lefs   than  the 
other,  by  which  all  ?uch  exorbitant  Sums  (as  they  fay)  ought 
to  be  reckon'd.     But  what  Grounds  they  have  for  this  Di- 
ftindion  we  cannot  perceive,  (r)  fince  it  no  where  appears, 
either  in  the  Scriptures,  or  in  any  other  Hiftory,  that  the 
Jews  (efpecially    before  the  Captivity  of  Babylon)  had  any 
more  Talents  than  one ;  and  that  their  Talent,  whether  of 
Silver  or  Gold,  arofe  to  a  Sum  tantamount  to  what  we  hav& 
ftated  it  at^  there  are  feveral  Inftances,  in  the  Old  Teftament, 
that  may  convince  us. 

To  this  Purpofe  we  may  obfervc,  that  when  Ama^iah^ 
King  of  Judah,  hir'd  an  hundred  Thoufand  Alen  out  of  If 
rael,  to  fight   againft  the  Edomites,  he  gave  no  more  than 

(1;  an 

{0)   I  Chron.  xxii.  14.  {p)  Ibid.  xxix.  4.  [q)  Ibid. 

xxix.  7.  (?)  Ca/me/''s  Difiert.  fur  les  Richefles,  que  David 

laiiTa  a  Solomon. 
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(s)  an  hundred  Talents  of  Silver  for  them,  which    would    A.  M. 
have  been  but  a  very  trifling  Price  indeed,  had  the  Talent  ^°°''^^^fj^ 
here  been  of  lefs  Value  than  three  Thoufand  Shekels :  That  J003,  &c.  * 
when  Omri,  King  of  Ifrael^  bought  the  A'lountain  whereon Ffomi Kings 
was  built  the  City  of  Samaria,  he  paid  for  it  no  more  than  g^" j  ^°  ^^^ 
[t)  two  Talents  of  Silver  j  and  yet  thefe  two  Talents  werechron. 
ten  Thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  a  proper  Sum  \.yy^^ 
for  fuch  a  Purpofe  :  That  when  Sennacherib,  King  of  y(l/y- 
ria,  had  oblig'd  Hezekiah  to  pay  him  (u)  three  hundred  Ta- 
lents of  Silver,  and  thirty  Talents  of  Gold,  that  good  King 
exhaufted,  not  only  his  own  Treafure,  and  the  Trcafure  of 
the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  but  was  forc'd  likewife  to  cut  the 
Gold  off  from  the  Doors  and   Pillars  of  the  Temple  :  And 
(to  name  no  more)  that  when  Pharaoh  Nechoh  [x)  put  the 
Land  to   a  Tribute  of  an  hundred  Talents  of  Silver,  and  a 
Talent  of  Gold,  Jehoiakim  was  neceffitated  to  levy  a  Tax 
extraordinary  upon  all  his  Subjects,  that  every    one   might 
contribute  according  to  his  Power :  But  neither  of  thefe  Re- 
marks {vix.  that  thefe  two  Kings  were  thus  ftraiten'd  about 
the  Payment)  would  the  facred  Hiftorian  have    made,  had 
the  Talent,  in   his  Days,  been  of  confiderably   lefs  Value 
(y)  than  Mofes  is  known  to  rate  it  at.     So  that,  upon   the 
whole,  we   may  conclude,  that  the  Hebrew  Talent  conti- 
nu'd  always  the  fame,  and  amounted  to  a  much  greater  Sum, 
than  thofe,  who  are  for  debafmg  its  Value,  are  willing   to 
allow. 

"  But,  if  the  Talent  muft  be  reckon'd  at  fo  high  z^itObjeai* 
*'  Rate,  how  can  we  imagine,  that  David,  who  had  no""* 
*'  Eftate  from  his  Family,  and  whofe  Dominions  were  far 
**  from  being  extenfive,  could  ever  be  able  to  amafs  fuch  an 
**  immenfe  Quantity  of  Wealth?"  Now,  in  Anfwer  to Anftoer'd, 
this,  we  fhould  do  well  to  confider,  that,  even  before  the 
Death  of  Saul,  David  was  at  the  Head  of  fome  brave 
Troops,  with  whom  he  us'd  to  make  Inroads  into  the  Ene- 
mies Country,  and  frequently  bring  from  thence  large  Boo- 
ty ;  that,  after  Saul's  Death,  he  reign'd  forty  Years  in  all, 
and,  in  that  Space,  made  it  his  Bufmefs  to  heap  up  Riches, 
efpecially  when  he  came  to  underftand,  that  God  had  ap- 
pointed his  Son  and  Succeflbr  to  build  him  a  Temple  ;  that, 
in  the  Time  of  his  Reign,  he  had  Wars  with  the  Syrians, 
the  Philijlines,  the  Ammonites,  the  Moabites,  and  feveral 
other  Nations,  from   whom  he  return'd  always  vidorious, 

and 

(s)  2  Chron.  xxv.  6.        [t]   i  Kings  xvi.  24.       (a)  2  Kings 
xviii.  15.       (a-J  Ibid,  xxiii,  33.       (yj  Exod.  xxxviii.  25,  26. 
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A.  M.  and  always  laden  with  their  Treafures,  and  f  rich  Spoils ; 
AnV'ciiriV ''^'^^>  by  this  Means,  he  enlarg'd  his  Dominions,  as  far  as 
aooj,  &c.  (z)  the  Promife  made  to  Abraham  extends,  even  from  the 

From  River  Euphrates^  to  the  Mediterranean-Sea^  on  the  one  Side, 
'  ^k^^'/'^'and  to  the  Nile  on  the  other;  that  the  Countries  which  he 

to  the  hnd    ^  ,    ,       ,  i  i         m  i  •  /• 

of  2  Chrort.  fubdu'd,  and  made  tributary  to  him,  fuch  as  Arabia^  Phce- 
\,y'\'>%j  nicia-i  Mefopotamia,  Jdumea^  he.  were  exceedingly  rich, 
and  productive  of  feveral  Mines  of  Gold  and  other  Metals; 
and  that  the  Tributes,  which  were  wont  to  be  exa£led  upon 
fuch  Occafions,  were  eithet  annual  Imports,  or  vaft  Sums  of 
Money  at  once  :  If  we  confider,  I  fay,  the  Spoils,  which 
he  took  from  conquer'd  Nations,  and  the  Tribute,  which  he 
rais'd  from  fuch  as  were  fubmitted  to  his  Empire,  we  fhall 
have  no  Caufe  to  wonder  at  his  leaving  fuch  immenfe  Trea- 
fures to  his  Son. 

But,  befides  thefe  Revenues  from  abroad,  he  had  a  large 
Income  from  the  Taxes,  which  his  own  Subjects  annually 
paid  him,  and  the  Improvements  he  made  of  his  own  EjJate, 
which,  in  thofe  Days,  were  accounted,  not  only  lawful  and 
allowable,  but  even  honourable  and  commendable  in  Princes, 
as  well  as  others.  The  facred  Hiftory  has  preferv'd  [a)  the 
Names  of  the  Officers  whom  he  employ 'd  in  this  Capacity  5 
and,  from  the  different  Provinces  wherein  they  a£ted,  we 
may,  in  fome  Meafure,  form  a  Judgment  of  the  Largenefa 
of  this  Branch  of  his  Income.  He  had  Officers  fet  over  the 
Labourers,  who  were  to  till  his  Ground  ;  Officers,  to  take 
care  of  the  Dreffing  of  his  Vines,  Olive,  and  Fig-Trees ; 
Officers,  to  infpe£t  the  Gathering  of  his  Fruits,  and  the  Ma- 
ragery  of  his  Wine  and  Oil-Cellars  ;  Officers,  to  look  to 
the  Feeding  of  his  Camels   and  Afle^,  his  Herds  of  Cattle, 

and 

f  Befides  the /)/?r/o«^?/ Ornaments  worn  by  thofe  who  went  to 
Battle,  in  the  Eaftern  Nations,  it  was  cuftomary  to  adorn  their 
Weapons  and  Uteniils  of  War  with  the  richeft  Metals.  We 
learn  from  the  Hiftory  of  David,  that  the  Syrians,  whom  he  fub- 
du'd and  flew  in  vaft  Multitudes,  wore  Shields  of  Gold,  and 
therefore  we  need  not  doubt,  but  that  their  Quivers,  the  Handles 
of  their  Swords,  ^c.  were  of  the  fame  Metal.  He  was  vic- 
torious in  about  twenty  Battles,  over  the  richeft  Enemies  in  the 
World  ;  and  therefore  their  perfonal  Spoils,  rich  Arms,  milita- 
ry Chefts,  and  Gods  of  Gold  and  Silver,  (always  carry'd  to  Bat- 
tle with  them)  could  not  but  amount  to  an  immenfe  Sum;  and, 
in  all  Probability,  the  Spoils  of  their  Cities  and  Countries  to  a 
much  greater.  The  Hiftory  of  the  Life  of  King  Danjid. 
*  (z)  Gen.  XV.  7.     (a)   i  Chron.  xxvii.  25,  i^c. 
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and  Flocks  of  Sheep  j  and  Officers,  who  were  to  attend  to    A,  M, 
the  Selling,  and  Exportation,  of  all  thefe.   For  David,  we^oc-i.^^- 
muft  know,  had  the  Command  of  the  Mediterranean-Sea,  1003,  fifr,  * 
and  had  eftablifh'd  a  Commerce  with  die  Phcenicians,  E-      From 
gyptianSi    Syrians^    Philijiines,    and    other   Nations,   who  '  ^["^^^j'' 
took  off  his  Camels,  Afles,  Oxen,    Sheep,  Wine,  Corn,  Oil,  of  2  chron. 
FruitSj   and  other  Commodities,  in  large  Quantities,  and  at  ^^/"Y"^^ 
very  advantageous  Prices :     All  Vf'hich,  being  put  together, 
will  make  the  Amount  of  what  David  left  his  Son  no  lefs, 
than  what  the  facred  Writer  has  recorded. 

(b)  And  indeed,  confidering  the  vaft  Expences  Solomon 
was  at,  in  his  Chariots,  in  his  Horfes,  in  his  Camels,  in  hi3 
Armies,  in  his  Shipping,  in  his  Buildings,  in  his  Furniture, 
in  his  Servants,  for  his  Table,  and  for  his  Women,  (which 
came  at  length  to  no  lefs  than  a  Thoufand,  and  all  to  be 
maintain'd  in  the  Port  of  Queens)  we  can  hardly  think, 
that  a  fmall  Revenue  would  ever  have  been  fufficient  to  an- 
fwer  all  thefe  Demands. 

The  Scripture  indeed  informs  us,  that  iS^/j/waw's  annual -^"w  Solo- 
Income  was   (c)  fix   hundred  three/core  and  fix  Talents  of^^^'dlohat 
Gold,  befdes   zvhat  he  had  of  the  Merchant- Men,    and  ofhh  Father 
the  Traffick  of  Spice- Merchants,  and  of  all  the  Kings  ofH^  *"»• 
Arabia,  and  of  all   the  Governours  of  the  Country  :     But 
thefe  fix  hundred  threefcore  and  fix  Talents  of  Gold  (d)  are 
thought,  by  moft  Interpreters,  to  be  no  more  than  what 
arofe  from  the  Tribute  which  he  impos'd  upon  conquer'd 
Nations  ;  over  and  above  which  he  had  a  yearly  Tax,  paid 
by  his  own  Subjedls ;    Duties  upon  the  Import  or  Export  of 
all   Merchandize ;    Mines  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and  other 
Metals  J  the   voluntary  Prefents   of  other  Princes  ;  and  a 
Trade  to  Ophir  and  Tarjhijh,  which  brought  him  in  Riches 
ineftimable. 

These  were  two  Branches  cf  Profit,  which  his  Father 
had  not,  at  leaft  not  in  the  fame  Extent.  Of  the  former  it 
is  faid,  that  [e)  every  Man,  that  came  to  hear  SolomonV 
Wifdom,  brought  his  Prefent,  Veffels  of  Silver,  and  Veffeh 
of  Gold,  and  Garments,  and  Armour,  and  Spices,  and 
Horfes,  and  Mules^  and  continued  to  do  the  fame  every 
Year  ;  and  of  the  latter,  that  he  fent  (f)  Veffels  to  Ophir, 
which,  in  one  Voyage,  brought  him  four  hundred  and  fifty 

Talents 

(b)  Calmct''s  Differt.  fur  las  Richeffes  que  Da'vld  laiffa  a 
Solomon.  [c)  l  Kings  x.  14,  15.  [d]  Calmet,i'Q\A. 

(f)  I  Kings  x.  24.         (/)  2  Chron.  ix.  10,  21,  22. 
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A,  M.      Talents  of  Gold,  together  with  Almug-Trees,  and  precioui 
An°' C^H"   ^^°"^^  J  ^"^  ^°  Tarjhtjh  likewife,   which  brought  Gold,  and 
1003,  ©"f.   Silvery  and  Ivory,  and  Apes,    and  Peacocks  ;     and   as,  by 
From      this  Means,    he    came    to  furpafs   all  the   Kings    of  the 
to^he^End'  ^^^^'^  /'"'  I^iches,  it  may  be  worth  our  while  to  enquire 
of  z  Chron.  a  little,  where  the   Places,    which  produc'd  fuch  Plenty   of 
w^V^*^  V/ealth,  were   in    antient  Times  fituated,    and  both    hoWy 
and  by  whom,  a.  Trade  fo   very  advantageous   might   pro- 
bably be  carry 'd  on. 
*rheLandof     Amidst   the  vaft   Variety  of  Opinions  concerning  the 
^f;^^'!'"'^!'- Situation  of  thcfe  two  famous  Places,  Ophir  and  Tarjkijh, 
e-ut,  (m)  ^^^  learned  Grctius  has  fuggefted  a  good  Expedient,  one 

would  think,  how  to  find  them  out  j  namely,  by  confider- 
ing  what  Commodities  were  brought  from  thence,  and  then 
enquiring  of  Merchants,  who  have  been  in  the  remoter 
Parts  of  the  World,  where  not  only  Gold  and  precious 
Stones,  but  Ivory  likewife,  and  Almug-Trees,  and  what- 
ever elfe  we  read  of,  was  brought  from  thence,  is  now  to  be 
found.  But  this  Expedient  will  not  do  ;  not  only  becaufe 
the  Seats  of  Traffick  are  frequently  changing,  and  any  Coun- 
try may,  in  Time,  be  exhaufted  of  the  Commodities,  it  once 
abounded  with  ;  but  becaufe  it  is  no  eafy  Matter  to  tell  (by 
the  imperfe(5l  Defci  iption  we  have  of  them)  of  what  diftin6l 
Species  feme  of  thefe  Commodities  were,  (h)  The  Almug- 
Tree,  for  Inftance,  has  been  a  Puzzle  to  moft  Interpreters; 
nor  are  they  as  yet  agreed,  whether  it  was  the  Coral,  Ebony, 
Brazil,  Pine,  or  Citron-Wood ;  nay,  fome  will  have  it  to 
have  been  no  particular  Tree  at  all,  but  only  a  general 
Name  for  any  Wood  whatever,  that  was  excellent  in  its 
Kind  :  And  how  then  can  thofe  Commodities,  that  are  of 
fo  indefinite  a  Signification,  be  any  Charadleriftick  to  the  Si- 
tuation of  any  Country  ? 

Nor  is  there  much  more  Certainty  to  be  gather'd  from 
the  Names  of  the  Places  we  are  in  queft  of ;  for,  tho'  it  be 
allow'd,  that  Ophir  was  the  Country,  which  at  firft  was 
peopled  by  Ophir,  one  of  fohan's  Sons,  who  are  faid  (i)  to 
have  inhabited  the  Country  f-om  Media  to  Sephar,  a  Moun- 
tain in  the  Eaft  ;  yet,  where  Mefi^a  and  Sephar  are  to  be 
plac'd,  we  know  no  more,  than  we  do  where  Ophir  lies. 
And,  in  like  Manner,  tho'  Tarjlnjh  may  be  fuppos'd  by 
fome,  to  be  a  Town,  or  Country,  not  far  diftant  from 
Ophir ^  yet  others  will  have  it  to  be  no  proper  Name  at  all, 

but, 

{g\  Patrick's  Commentary  on    i    Kings.  {h)   Calmet''& 

and  Lt  Clerc\  Commeniaries.  (/)  Gen.  x.  30. 
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but,  by  Ships  ofTarJ})iJh^  or  from  Tarfhifti,  underftand  no  A.  M. 
more,  than  Feffels  able  to  bear  a  long  Voyage^  i.  e.  large  A^°t!  ChnT. 
Merchant-Ships,  in  Oppofition  to  fmall  Crafty  intended  for  1003,  &c\ 
Home-Trade  iii  navigable  Rivers.  So  incompetent  are  the  From 
Marks  whereby  we  may  defcry  the  true  Situation  of  thefe  ^^  the'^End"' 
unknown  Places  !  And  therefore  we  can  expect  no  other,  of  2  Chron. 
but  that  the  Conjecflures  of  learned  Men  about  them  fliould  '^/""'f'^J 
be  widely  diftant. 

In  Relation  to  the  Land  of  Oph'tr^  which  is  more  parti- D'fterent  0. 
cularly  under  our  Enquiry,  Jofephus  (and  from  him  many^^'"«;W/f. 
others)  places  it  in  the  Indies^  in  a  Country,  which  he  calls 
the  Golden-Coajl,  not  unlikely  the  Cherfonefus  Aurea^  known 
now  by  the  Name  of  Malacca^  and  is  a  Peninfula  oppofite 
to  Sumatra.  The  learned  Bochart  contends  hard  for  the  Ifle 
Taphrohane^  fo  famous  among  the  Antients,  which  is  now 
called  Ceylon.^  and  lies  in  the  Kingdom  of  Malabar .^  becaufe 
this  Place  (as  he  tells  us)  abounds  with  Gold,  Ivory,  and 
precious  Stones.  Arias  Montanus  will  needs  remove  it  into 
Armenia  ;  and,  when  Chrijlopher  Columbus  at  firft  difco- 
ver'd  the  Ifland  Hifpaniola  in  1492,  he  us'd  to  make  his 
Boaft,  that  he  had  found  the  Ophir  of  Solomon^  becaufe  he 
perceiv'd  deep  Caverns  in  the  Earth,  from  whence  he  fup- 
pos'd  that  Prince  might  have  dug  his  Gold.  F.  Calmet  is  no 
lefs  fingular  in  his  Opinion  :  He  places  Ophir  fomewhere  in 
Armenia.)  not  far  from  the  Sources  of  the  Tygris  and  Eu- 
phrates ;  (k)  and,  to  obviate  the  Obje6lion  of  the  Country's 
not  bordering  on  the  Sea,  and  not  being  at  Diftance  enough 
for  a  three  Tears  Voyage,  he  fuppofes,  that  Solomon's  Fleet 
made  a  trading  Voyage  of  it ;  that  in  no  one  Place  it  met 
with  all  the  Commodities,  it  brought  home ;  but,  on  the 
Coaft  of  Ethiopia,  took  in  Apes,  Ebony,  and  Parrots  ;  in 
Arabia,  Ivory,  and  Spices  ;  and  at  Ophir,  (or  the  Place  of 
Traffick,  where  the  People  of  Ophir  reforted)  Gold  :  And 
tho'  this  Ophir  might  be  no  maritime  Country,  yet  this  hin- 
ders not,  fays  he,  why  the  Gold,  which  it  produc'd,  might 
not  be  brought  by  Land-Carriage  to  fome  Part  of  the  Ty- 
gris, or  Euphrates,  which,  at  that  Time,  were  a  great  Way 
navigable.  Grotius,  as  well  as  Calmet,  is  of  Opinion,  that 
Solomon  did  not  fend  his  Fleet  to  any  Part,  either  of  the  Eajl 
or  IVeft-Indies,  but  only  to  a  Part  of  Arabia,  (by  Arrian 
called  Aphar,  by  Pliny,  Saphar,  and  by  Ptok?ny,  Sapphera) 
fituate  on  the  Main  Ocean  ;  and  that  the  Indians  brought 
down  their  Merchandizes  ti)ither,  to  be  bought  by  Solomon  s 

E  2  Fa(5torsj 

(i,.  Diff.  fur  le  pays  d'  Opbir, 


68  the  Hijiory  of  the  B  I  B  L  E,     Book  VI. 

A.  M.     FaiStors,  and  fhipp'd  on  board  his  Fleet.     And  (to  name  no 
Ant' ChriT   "^O''^)  (0  Huettus,   in  his   DiJJertat'ton  upon  the  Subjeft, 
1003,  &c.    endeavours  to  perfuade  us,  that  Ophir  lay  upon   the  Enjl 
From      Coaft    of  Jfr'ick,    and,  more  particularly,    was  that  fmall 
to^h?End '  Country,    which  is  called   Sophala ;    that    Solo/non's    Fleet 
of  z  chron.  Went  out  of  the  Red- Sea,  and,  from  the  Harbour  of  Ezlon' 
Ky^'W^^  Geber,  enter'd  into  the  Mediterranean^  by  a  Canal  of  Com- 
munication, v/hich  join'd  the   two  Seas  ;  and  that,  having 
doubled  the  Cape  of  Guadarfay^  and  coafted  along  the  Af- 
rican Shore,  it  came  at  length   to  Sophala,  and  there  met 
with  Plenty  of  all  the  Merchandize,  and  Curiofities,  that  the 
facred  Hiftory  fpecifies. 

Which  of  thefe  Conjeftures  (for  Conjeftures  they  are 
all)  make  the  neareft  Approaches  to  Truth,  'tis  hard  to  de- 
termine ;  only  we  may  adventure  to  fay,  (7)1)  that,  if  any 
Part  of  Arabia  did  furnifli  the  World,  in  thofe  Days,  with 
the  beft  Gold,  and  in  the  greateft  Quantity,  (as  fome  good 
Authors  feem  to  fay)  they,  who  would  have  the  Ophir  of 
the   Holy  Scriptures   to    be   there   fituated,     feem,  of  all 
others,  to  have  the  beft  Foundation  for  their  Conjecture  ; 
efpecially  confidering,  that  the  Ufe  of  the  Compafs  not  be- 
ing then    known,  the  Way  of  Navigation  was,    in  thofe 
Days,  by  coajiing,  which  would  carry  a    Ship    into  Africk 
much  better  than  either  into  the  Eaji  or  Weji-Indies. 
Uli  Trade,^       Before  the  Reign  of  King  David  (to  enquire  a  little 
how  carry    j^^.^  ^.j^j^   Hiftory    of  the  Ophir-Trade  among  the  Hebrews) 
the  Hebrews  did  not  much  apply  themfelves  to  maritime 
Affairs.     From  the  Time  oifojhua,  they  had  been  almoft 
perpetually  engag'd  in  Wars,  and  had  therefore  had  no  Lei- 
sure or  Opportunity  to  think  of  Navigation.     The   Tyrians 
and  Phcenicians  were  then  in  PofTeflion  ofall  the  Commerce 
of  the  Mediterranean ;   and  on  the    Main  Ocean  the  He- 
brews had  not  the  leaft  Footing,  until  David  made  a  Con- 
queft  of  Idmnea,  and  thereby  became  Mafter  of  two  Sea- 
Port   Towns   on    the  Red-Sea^    Elah^  and    Ezion-geber  j 
and,  feeing  the  Advantage  that  might  be   made  of  the  Si- 
tuation of  thefe  tvi^o  Places,  wifely  took  the  Benefit  of  it, 
and  there  began  this  Traffick. 

After  the  Death  of  his  Father,  Solomon   continu'd   the 
Trade   to  Ophir  from  thefe  two   Ports,    whither   himfelf 
went  in  Perfon ;    and,    having  order'd   more  Ships    to  be 
built,  and  the  Harbours  to  be  repair'd  and  fortified,  he  fet- 
tled 

(/)  Calmeth  Diflionary,  under  the  Word  Ophir.  (m)  Pri- 
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tied  every  Thing  elfe,  that  might  tend  to  the  effectual  car-    A,  M. 
rying  on  of  this  Traffick,  not  only   to  Ophir,  but  to  aiU°°'' ^f- 
other  Parts,  to  which  the  Sea,  whereon  thofe  Ports  lay,  j^o^   ^[' 
open'd  him  a  Paflage.     But  his  chief  Care  was   to  plant  in     From 
thefe  two  Towns    fuch   Inhabitants,  as '  were  heft  qualified  ^  ^'"^s  vui. 
to  carry  on  his  Defign  ;  for  which  Reafon,  he  brought  thi-  q{  ^  chron. 
ther,  from  the  Sca-coafts  of  Palejiine,   as  many  Sailors  as  '>VV'*\J 
he  could  get,  but  efpecially  of  the  Tyrians.,  with  whom  his 
good  Friend  and  Ally,  King  Hiram.,  fupplied  him  in  great 
Numbers  :     So  that,  in   a    fhort  Time,  he  drew  to  thefe 
two  Ports,  and  from  thence  to  Jerufalem^  all  the  Trade  of 
Jfrica,  Arabia^  Perfia^  and    India,  which    was  the  chief 
Fountain  of  the  immenfe  Riches,  for  which  his  Reign  was 
fo  renown'd. 

After  the  Divifion  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Kings  of  y«- 
dah,  who  kept  Pofleflion  of  thefe  Ports  in  Idumea,  ftill  car- 
ried on  the  Trade,  efpecially  from  Ezion-gebcr,  which  they 
chiefly  made  ufe  of,  until  the  Time  of  Jekcjhaphat ;  who, 
having  prepar'd  a  Fleet  to  go  to  Ophir,  in  Conjundlion  with 
Ahazlah,  King  of  Ifrael,  had  the  Misfortune  to  have  them 
deftroy'd,  and  dafli'd  to  Pieces  againft  a  Ridge  of  Rocks, 
which  lay  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Harbour,  before  they  could 
get  to  Sea,  which  gave  him  fuch  a  Diftafte  againft  the 
Place,  that,  from  thenceforward,  the  Station  of  bis  Ships  was 
at  Elah,  for  from  thence  we  read  of  his  fetting  out  a  Fleet 
next  Year  for  Ophir. 

(n)  When  JeboramiaccQtdiQdi  his  Father  'JehoJJ)aphaf.t 
God,  for  the  Punifhment  of  his  exceeding  great  Wickcd- 
nefs,  fufFer'd  the  Idumeam  to  revolt  from  him  ;  who,  hav- 
ing expelled  his  Viceroy^  chofe  them  a  King  of  their  own, 
and,  under  his  Conduct,  regaining  their  antient  Liberty, 
they  foon  recover'd  the  two  Ports  of  Elah,  and  E%:on- 
geber  :  But  even  while  they  had  them,  there  was  an  Inter- 
ruption in  the  Ophir-Trade,  until  Uzziah,  King  of  Judahy 
having  retaken  Eiah,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  fortified 
it  a-new,  peopled  it  with  his  own  Subjedts,  and  reftor'd  the 
old  Traffick  to  Ophir,  which  continu'd  all  along,  until  the 
wicked  Reign  o^  Ahaz. 

In  the  Reign  of  hhaz,  Rezin,  King  of  Damafcus,  be- 
ing afllfted  by  Fekah,  King  of  Ifrael,  took  Elah  by  Sur- 
prize ;  and,  having  driven  out  the  Jews,  that  were  fettled 
there,  put  Syrians  in  their  Place,  and  was  thinking  of  car- 
rying on  this  Trade,  which  the  Kings  of  Judah  had  been 
E  3  f« 

(«)  Prideaux'^  Connexion,  Part  I.  lib.  ». 

m 


;o  1'he  Uipry  of  the  BIBLE,       Book  Vf; 

A.  M.  {ci  enrich'd  by,  to  his  own  Advantage  ;  when,  the  very  next 
Aat' cfnft.'^^^'''  Tiglath-Pilefer,  King  of  JJfyria,  having  by  the  Pro- 
1003,  &c.  curement  of  Ahaz  invaded  Damaj'cus^  and  conquer'd  Rczin^ 
From  took  Poffeflion  of  Elah,  and  referv'd  the  Property  of  Trade 
to^he^Vnd'  ^°  himfelf :  So  that  the  Jews,  from  thenceforward,  had 
of  2  chion.  never  any  Portion  in  it,  which  prov'd  a  great  Diminution  to 
^•VN*' their  Wealth. 

How  the  AJfyr'ians  manag'd  this  TrafEck,  while  it  coq- 
tinu'd  in  their  Hands,  or  where  they  fix'd  their  principal 
Mart  for  it,  we  are  no  where  told.  In  Procefs  of  Time, 
we  find  it  wholly  engrofs'd  by  th.e  Tyr'ianSy  who,  from  the 
fame  Port  of  Elah,  by  Way  of  a  (0)  Town,  on  the  Con- 
fines oi  Egypt  and  Palejiine,  made  it  all  center  in  Tyre,  and 
from  thence  furnifh'd  all  the  weftern  Part  of  the  World  with 
the  Wares  of  Perjia,  India,  Africa,  and  Arabia,  to  the 
great  enriching  of  themfelves,  as  long  as  ihz  Perfian  Empire 
fjjbfifted,  under  the  Favour  and  Protedlion  of  whofe  Kings 
they  enjoy'd  the  full  Poffeflion  of  this  Trade.  (/>)  But, 
V'hen  the  Ptolemies  prevail'd  in  Egypt,  by  building  fevcral 
Ports  on  the  Egyptian,  or  weftern,  Side  of  the  Red-Sea,  (for 
Elah  and  Ezion-geber  lay  on  the  Eajiern)  and,  by  fending 
from  thence  Fleets  to  all  thofe  Countries,  where  the  Tyrians 
traded  from  Elah,  they  foon  drew  all  this  Trade  into  their 
Kingdom,  and  there  fix'd  the  chief /W-ar/  of  it  at  Alcxandriay 
where  it  continu'd  for  a  great  many  Ages,  until  a  Way  was. 
found  out,  {q)  about  two  Centuries  and  an  Half  ago,  of 
failing  to  thofe  Parts  by  the  Way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
after  whic'i,  the  Portugiiefe,  for  fome  Time,  manag'd  this; 
Trade,  but  now  the  greateft  Share  of  it  is  fallen  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch. 

(p)  The  Town's  Name  was  Rhtnocorura^  Straho,  lib.  xvi^ 
{f)  Pridcaux,  ibid.  [q]  This  happen'd  Anno  Dom.  1497. 


CHAP.    II.  ^ 

From  the  Reign  ©/"Jehoshaphat,  to  the  Siege  of 
Samaria. 


The   History. 


^"^''^^'ood  A  ^'^^^  ^^^  Xiti.\\\  of  Afa,  Jehofiaphat  his  Son,  when 
^andLfpy  -V^  ^^^  ^"^  '^^"^y  y^^xs  of  Age,  fucceeded  him  in  the 
jir,^„.        Kingdom  of  "fudah^  and,  i;j  all  Ads  of  Piety,  as  well  aa. 
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the  Reformation   of  Religion,    imitated,    if  not   excelled,      A.  M. 
f  the  former  Part  of  his  Father's  Reign.     At   his  firft  Ac- J^';^^''^,®'.^- 
ceflion   to  the  Throne,    he   exprefs'd   his  Zeal  for   God's  joo^,  '&c\ 
Service,  in  the  Extirpation  of  thofe  Sodomites,  and  the  De-      i-'om 
ftruaion  of  thofe    idolatrous   ||    High-places,    and  Groves, '^^j^,;;^''- 
which  remained  in  his  Father's  Reign  ;    and  perceiving  that  of  z  Chron. 
the  People  were  grofly   ignorant  of  the  Law  (after  he  had    -^Y  ~Nm* 
fortified  his  Frontier  Towns,  and  put  his  Kingdom  in  a  good 
Pofture  of  Defence)    he  fent  itinerant  Priejis  and  Levites 
thro'    all  his  Dominions,  with   Letters   to  the  Princes,  and  * 

Heads  of  each  Family,  to  receive  them  kindly,  and  to  en- 
courage them  in  expounding  the  Law,  and  inftrufling  his 
Subjects  in  the  Knowledge  of  their  Duty. 

E4  By 

•f-  In  2  Chron.  xvii.  3.  mention  is  made  of  the  Jlrjl  Ways  of 
hij  Father  Da.v\d;  but  it  may  very  well  be  queltion'd,  whether 
the  Word  Da^idhe  not  flipp'd  in  here  by  the  Fault  oi  (QmcTran- 
fo-iber,  in  the  Place  of  jifuy  becaufe,  in  i  Kings  xxii.  43.  as 
like  wife  in  z  Chron.  xx.  32.  A/a  is  named,  and  not  DwviJ, 
Now  it  is  very  well  known,  that  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign, 
j^l'a  was  very  religious,  but  fell  from  his  Piety  towards  che  Con- 
clufion  of  it ;  and  therefore,  x.\ve /acred  HiHorian,  by  obferving 
X.\idiX.Jehofiaphat  follow'd  his  Father  in  what  he  was  in  Wis  fuji 
Days,  and  not  in  his  old  Age,  might  intend  a  juft  Refledion 
upon  Jfa  for  his  growing  more  negligent  and  remifs  in  the  Ser- 
'vice  of  God,  towards  the  Decline  of  his  Life.  Patrick's  Com- 
mentary, and  Ho-xvelPs  Hillory,  in  the  Notes. 

II  It  is  faid  of  his  Father  J/a  likewife,  that  he  remov'd  the 
High-Places,  together  with  the  Idols  and  the  Gro-ves,  which  his 
Father  and  Mother  had  made,  i  Kings  xv.  1 2,  &c.  but  then 
we  are  to  obferve  (as  we  have  noted  before)  that  there  were 
High-Places  and  Groves  of  two  Sorts ;  fome  for  the  Worfhip  of 
the  true  God,  which  continu'd  in  Judah,  even  under  religious 
Princes ;  and  others  for  the  Worfhip  of  Idols,  which  good  Kings 
took  away,  even  though  they  left  the  other  Handing.  The 
High  Places  and  Groves  of  this  latter  Kind  were  thofe  which 
Afa  deftroy'd  ;  but  becaufe,  towards  the  Cor.clufion  of  his 
Reign,  when  he  grew  more  infirm  in  Body,  and  more  remifs  in 
God's  Caufe,  fome  of  his  Subjeds  (out  of  their  vile  Attach- 
ment to  Idols)  had  made  new  ones,  Jeho/Jjaphat,  upon  his  Ac- 
ceflion  to  the  Throne,  had  Occafion  enough  to  begin  a  Reforma- 
tion in  this  Particular,  as  well  as  many  others.  Patricks  Com- 
mentary on  I  Kings  xviii.  30,  and  fos/'s  Annotations  on  2  Chron^ 
)i\u.  6. 
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A.  M.        By  thefe  Means,  he  foon  galn'd  the  Hearts  of  his  People, 
300'' ^5*  who,  to  fupport  the  Dignity  of  his  Government,  f  brought 
loo'n    &c.  hina  Prefents  from  every  Quarter,  f  and  ftruck  fuch  a  Tcr- 
From     ror  into  his  Enemies,  that,  inftead   of  invading  his  Domi- 
'  ^,'"^t^'l''nions,  the  Philijiincs  cume  voluntarily,  and  paid  him  aTri- 
of  2  Chron.  bute,  w^hich  had  been  fufpended  for  fome  Years,  and  the 
\y>/"\j  Jrabians,  (whofe  Riches  confiftcd  in  Cattle)  fent  him  al- 
ways feven  Thoufand  feven   hundred  Rams,  and  an  equal 
Number  of  He-goats,    as  an   annual   Acknowledgment   of 
their  Homage.     For  Jehojhaphat  took  Care  to  make  himfelf 
ftrong  in   Arms,  as  well  as  Wealth,  having  an  Army   of 
above  eleven  hundred  Thoufand   Men,   belides   thofe   that 
were  in  Garrifons,  and  fuch  fortified  Places,  as  he  had  well 
furnifh'd  with  Plenty  of  all  military  Stores. 

In  fhort,  J ehojhaphat  was  rich  and  happy,  great  and  ho- 
nourable, belov'd  by  his  Subjects,  and  rever'd  by  b.is  Ene- 
mies ;  only  there  was  this  great  Blemifn  in  \v.s  Rtign,  that 
he  -f-  married  his  Son  Jehoratn  to  Athaliah,  Daughter  to  A- 
hab.  King  of  Ifracl,  which  both  difpleas'd  God,  and  in- 
vclv'd  him  and  his  Family  in  fundry  7  roubles :  But  of  thefe 
hereafter. 
A\i^\i'siv!ch.  This  Ahab  (as  we  faid j  was  one  of  the  wickedeft  Princes, 
ed  Reign,     and  the  moft  abominable  Idolater,  that  ever  iut  on  the  Throne 

.of 

f  It  was  cuftomary  for  Subjefls  to  make  their  Oblations  to 
their  Princes,  efpecially  at  the  Commencement  of  their  Reigns. 
'  Jt  is  faid  of  fome  difaffefled  People,  that  they  brought  Saul  no 
Prefents,  even  though  he  had  been  recogniz'd  as  King,  i  Sam. 
X.  27.  But  by  the  Prefents  here  fpoke  of,  we  may  not  impro- 
perly underftand  the  Tribute  and  Cuftoms,  which  his  Subjedls 
were  oblig'd  to  pay  him ;  only  it  was  thought  proper  to  call 
fhem  Prefents,  or  voluntary  Gifts,  as  a  Name  of  a  lefs  odious 
Sound  and  Import,  than  that  of  Tributes.  Calmet\  Commen- 
tary on  2  Chron.  xviii.  5. 

f  His  Enemies  could  not  but  be  fenfible,  that  it  was  in  vain 
to  aflault  him,  while  he  continu'd  firm  in  his  Religion  ;  for  they 
muft  have  obferv'd,  that  the  Profperity  of  all  the  Kings  of  Ju- 
dah  depended  on  that,  and  that  they  never  fell  into  the  Hands 
of  their  Enemies,  but  when  they  had  firft  fallen  from  God. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

■\  The  only  Shadow  of  Excufe,  that  can  be  alledg'd  in  Be- 
half of  JehoJ]japhat\  marrying  his  Son  in  this  Manner,  might 
be  a  fond  Conceit,  that,  in  cafe  Ahah  fliould  die  without  IJfue- 
Male,  he  might  have  a  Chance  to  re- unite  the  two  Kingdoms  of 
Jfrael  and  Judah  ;  but  in  this  Piece  of  worldly  Policy  he  found 
himfelf  fadly  difappointed.     Patrick^  Comraeotary. 
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of  Ifrad :  For  he  not  only  continu'd  the  Worfhip  of  the     A.  M. 
Calves,  which   Jeroboam   had   fet  up,  but,  having  married  jf^j^'^^®'.^ 
"Jezebel,  the  Daughter  of  *  Eth-baal^  King  of  lyre,  to  plea-  100-5,  SJ'f.* 
fure  this  Woman   he  introduc'd  the   Idolatry  paid   to  the    ^^.'^°^  ... 
*  God  Baal,  built  him   a  Temple  in  Samaria,  ere6ted  an  [^  i.|^"^gj^^"' 
Altar,  and  *  made  a  Grove,  where  all  Kinds  of  Impurities  of  2  chron. 

were  UfYN^ 

♦  Eth-baaJ,  or  Ithohahis  (as  he  is  call'd  by  profane  Writers) 
does  equally  fignify  the  Strength  of  Baal.  In  the  Catalogue  of 
the  Kings  of  [yre,  he  is  faid  to  be  the  eighth  ;  and,  as  both 
7yre  and  Sidon  were  from  the  Beginning  (ubjefl  to  the  fame 
King,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  their  Kings  refided  fometimes 
at  one,  and  fometimes  at  the  other.  City,  and  were  therefore 
call'd  the  Kings  of  T^yre  or  Sidon  promifcuoufly.  As  the  Cha- 
radler  of  King  and  Prieft  were  frequently  united  in  the  fame 
Pcrfon,  fo  is  he  fuppos'd  to  have  been  tlie  High-prieft  of  Ajiur- 
te  or  Aptarothy  the  Goddefs  of  the  SidoniaKs,  and  for  this  Rea- 
fon  perhaps  his  Daughter  was  fo  violently  attached  to  that  Kind 
of  Idolatry,  that,  when  fl^e  came  into  Power,  llie  was  for  ut- 
terly extirpating  all  the  Priefts  and  Prophets  of  the  Lord.  The 
Truth  is,  this  Queen  was  a  Monller  in  her  Kind,  and  therefore 
the  Name  of  Jezebel  has  pafs'd  into  a  Proverb,  to  denote  any 
cruel,  impious,  and  imperious  Woman.  Calmet'i  Commentary 
on  I  Ki?igsxvi.  31. 

*  Baal,  in  the  H:bre'w  Tongue,  fignifies  Lord,  and,  as  Sel- 
den  obferves,  was  antiently  the  Name  of  the  true  God^  until 
the'  World  grew  wicked,  and  came  to  apply  it  to  the  Sum  j  in 
After- Ages,  to  other  Stars  ;  and,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  to  any 
of  their  Kings,  whofe  Memory  was  dear  to  them.  The  fame 
Author  obferves,  that  the  Phcenician  Belus,  or  Baal,  was  the 
fame  with  the  European  Jupiter,  and,  as  Sidon  was  fituated  on 
the  Sea,  their  Baal  was  call'd,  by  the  Greeks,  the  Jupiter  of  the 
Sea.  But  more  of  this  you  may  fee  in  the  Writings  of  that 
great  Man.     Selden,  de  Diis  Syris. 

^  The  Je'wijh  Law  was  fo  far  from  permitting  Men  to  plant 
any  fuchGroves,  that  it  enjoins  all  its  Profeffors  to  deilroy  them. 
Te  Jhall  defray  their  Altars,  and  break  do^wn  their  Images,  and 
cut  do'vjn  their  Groves,  and  burn  their  graven  Images  'with  Fire, 
Deut.  vii.  5.  and  therefore,  iho\ig\i  Jofephus  imTp\iX.ts  the  Erec- 
tion of  thefe  to  the  Impiety  of  his  Wife  Jezebel,  who  (as  he 
^ells  us,  Jenxjifj  Antiq.  lib.  viii.  c.  7.)  '•  was  a  Woman  of  a 
'•  bold,  enterprifing  Humour,  and  of  fo  impetuous  and  un- 
*^  governable  a  Spirit,  that  Ihe  had  the  Confidence  to  build  a 
y  Temple  to  Baal,  the  God  of  the  Tyrians,  to  plant  Groves^ 
*'  for  Superftition,  of  all  Sorts  of  Trees,  and  to  appoint  her 
^^  Priefts,  and  falfe  Prophets,  exprefsly  for  that  idolatrous  Ser. 

"  vice;-* 
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A.  M.    were  committed,  the  more  efFeflually  to  profelyte  the  Vici- 

Ant' cfrift  ^^^  ^""^  Debauch'd  to  a  Religion,  fo  agreeable  to  their  Lufts; 

1003,  &c.'  and  (as  an  Inftance  of  the  daring  Impiety  of  this  Age)  one 

From      Hiel,  who  liv'd  at  Bethel^  the  famous   Seat  of  all  Idolatryy 

tV^he^End '  ^  adventur'd  to  rebuild  Jericho,  in  Defiance  of  the  Curfe, 

0/  2  chron.  which  Jojhua  had  pronounced  (above  four  hundred  and  fifty 

V^'VX*'  Years  before)    againft   any  Man,    that  lliould  attempt   it. 

But  the  prefumptuous  Wretch  found  to  his  Coft,  that  Jo- 

Jimas  Predi6\ion  was  verified  in  him,  when  he  faw  his  eldeft 

Son  die,  as  feon  as  he  had  begun  the  Work,  the  reft  of  his 

Children  drop  off,  as  he  continu'd  it,  and  his  youngefl:  Son 

taken  away  at  laft,  when  he  had  conipleated  it. 

^hi Prophet      In   the  Midft  of  this  bold  Impiety,  Ifrnel  however  had 

fe/Taf^a''  '^^  HappiHcfs  to   be  blcfs'd  with  an  eminent  Prophet,  Eli- 

vunc,  ivhichjah^  the  f  Tifobite,  an  Inhabitant  of  Gilcady  on  the  other 

accordingly  ^  iiicie 

times  totcifs, 

**  vice ;"  yet  her  Hulband  was  neverthelefs  culpable  for  giving 
her  that  Indulgence. 

•\- Jericho  was  one  of  the  firll  Places,  that  Jojhua  took  in  the 
Land  of  Canaan  ;  and,  when  he  took  it,  he  laid  it  under  a 
Cherem,  that  it  ftiould  never  be  rebuilt:  But  it  is  prefumable, 
that,  as  the  y^cr^rt' Hiilory  was  then  very  little  read.  i%/ might 
either  be  ignorant  of  this  Interdid,  or,  being  aprofefs'd  Idola- 
ter himfelf,  might  probably,  at  the  Inftigation  of  Jezebel,  or, 
to  gain  the  Favour  of  the  Court,  do  it  in  Defiance  of  God,  and 
to  let  the  World  lee,  that,  whatever  was  denounc'd  in  his 
Name  v.as  of  no  Significance  at  all,  and  for  this  Reafon  met 
with  his  condign  Punilhment.  Patrick's  and  Calmei''s  Commen- 
taries. 

•f-  "Thejbe  was  a  Town  on  the  other  Side  of  Jordan,  in  the 
Tribe  of  Gad,  and  in  the  Land  of  Gilcad,  where  this  Prophet 
was  born,  or  at  leaft  inhabited  for  fome  Time.  Since  the  Scrip- 
ture makes  no  Mention,  either  of  the  Qiiality  of  his  Parents, 
the  Manner  of  his  Education,  or  his  Call  to  the  frophetick  Office, 
fome  Jcivijh  Doftors  have  been  of  Opinion,  that  he  was  aa 
Angel  fent  from  Heaven,  in  the  Midll  of  the  general  Corrup- 
tion of  the  World,  to  preferve  the  true  Worfhip  of  God.  O- 
thers  pretend,  that  he  was  a  Priell  defcended  from  the  Tribe  of 
Aaron  ;  that  his  Father's  Name  was  S abaca,  and  his  Birth  alto- 
gether miraculous  :  Whilll  others  again  will  needs  have  it,  that 
he  was  Phineas,  the  Son  of  Aaron,  who,  after  having  liv'd  a 
long  while  concealed,  appear'd  again  in  the  World  under  the 
Is'ame  of  Elijah.  But  where  the  Scripture  is  filent,  all  Parti- 
culars of  this  Kind  are  of  fmall  Authority.  This,  however, 
may  be  faid  with  Safety  of  him,  that  he  was  one  of  the  chief, 
if  pot  the  Prince,  of  the  Prophets  of  his  Age  ;  a  Man  of  a  great 

and 
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Side  of  Jordan  ;  who,  being  griev'd  to  fee  fuch  a  general  J-  ^-  M.^ 
po/acy  from  the  true  Religion,  \\praydearnejUy  to  God,  thatf^^J'ch,.-?. 
he  would  /ay  bare  his  Arm,  and  fhew  fome  vtjib/e  Token  looi,  (sc 
of  his  Difpleafure  againft  fo  wicked  a  People :  And,  accor-  From  ... 
dingly,  in  a  ftiort  l^ime,  he  was  fent  to  Jhah  to  let  him  ;„^;^"fj,;'^'' 
know,  that  God  intended  to  bring  a  fore  Famine  foccafion'd  of  2  chton, 
by  Want  of  Rain)  upon  the  Land,  which  Ihould  laft  for  UOTSJ 
above  three  whole  Years. 

When 

and  elevated  Soul,  of  z  generous  and  undaunted  Spirit,  a  zeal- 
ous Defender  of  the  Laws  of  God,  and  a  juft  Avenger  of  the 
Violations  of  his  Honour.     Calmet'^  Commentary. 

|{   St  jimes's  Words  are  thefe  : Elias   tvas  a  Man 

Juhj{£l  to  like  PaJ/Io!:s,  as  ive  are  ;  and  he  frayed  earnejily,  that 
it  might  not  rain,  and  it  rained  not  on  the  Earth  Jor  the  Space  of 
three  Tears  and  fix  Months.  Our  bleffed  5i?t;/o«r  makes  mention 
of  the  like  Compafs  of  Time,  Luke  iv.  25.  and  yet  neither  of 
thefe  are  contradictory  to  what  the  facred  Hiftory  tells  us,  mix, 
That  the  JVord  of  the  Lord  came  to  Elijah  in  the  third  Year, 
I  Kin<Ts  xviii.  i.  For  we  muft  remember,  that,  as  Egypt  had 
no  Rain,  b:it  v/as  water 'd  by  the  River  'Nile;  fo  the  Land  of 
Canaan  had  generally  none,  except  twice  a  Year,  which  they 
called  the  early  and  latter  Rain.  The  former  of  thefe  was  in 
the  Month  Nifan,  which  aAfwers  to  our  March  ;  and  the  other 
in  the  Month  Marbejhi'an,  which  anfwers  to  our  Odooer. 
Now,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Drought,  Jhab  might  very  pro- 
bably impute  the  Want  of  Rain  to  natural  Caufes  j  but  when, 
after  fix  Months,  neither  the  former  nor  the  latter  Rain  fell  in 
their  Seafon,  he  then    began  to  be  enrag'd   at  Elijah,    as  the  / 

Caufe  of  the  national  Judgment,  and  forc'd  him,  at  God's  Com- 
mand, to  fave  his  Life  by  Flight :  And  from  that  Time  the 
three  Years  in  the  Hiftorian  are  to  be  computed,  tho'  from  the 
firfl  Notice,  which  Elijah  gave  Ahab  of  this  approaching  Cala- 
mity, to  the  Expiration  of  it,  were  certainly  three  Years  and  an 
half.  This  Calamity  is  faid  to  have  been  procured  by  Elijah''^ 
Prayers  :  But  we  muft  not  therefore  imagine,  that  his  Prayers 
were  fpiteful  and  malicious,  but  neceffary  rather,  and  charitable 
to  the  Offenders ;  that,  by  the  Iharp  and  long  Afflidion,  which 
they  produced,  God's  Honour,  and  the  Truth  of  his  Word  and 
Threatenings  (which  was  now  univerfally  contemn'd)  might  be 
vindicated ;  and  that  the  Ijraelites  (whofe  prefent  Impunity 
h2.rden'd  them  in  their  Idolatry)  might  hereby  be  awaken'd  to 
fee  their  Wickednefs,  their  Depcndance  upon  God,  and  th« 
Necelficy  of  their  Returning  to  his  Religion  and  Worlhip. 
Bedford^  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2.  and  PooPi  An- 
jpocatiom. 
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A-  M.         When  the  Drought  had  continu'd  fome  Time,  and  the 
Ant!chrif!  divinc Threat  began  to  operate,  Elijah  retir'd  to  the  f  Brook 
1003,  Gff.   Cherith,    where  he   conceal'd  himfelf  for  the   Space  of  a 
From      whole  Year,    and  was  miraculoufly   fed   by    the   Ravensy 
to  the^End    which  brought  him  Bread  and  Flefli  twice  every  Day,  and 
of  2  chron.  for  his  Drink  he  had   the  Water  of  the  Brook  ;  but  when 
v/''Y"Si^  the  Water  of  the  Brook  began  to  fail,  God  diredled  him  to 
go  to  f  Zarephtha,  a  Town  belonging  to  the  Territories  of 
Si  don  ^  where  he  had  appointed  a  Widow- Woman  to  enter- 
tain him. 
^e  Manner     Xhe  Famine  had  fpread  Itfelf  over  the  Country  of  Sidon, 
in  Exile"''^  ^^  wcll  as  the  Land  of  Ifrael^  and  therefore,  when  the  Pro- 
cnd  his  in.  phet  drew  near  the  Town,  he  met  the  Widow,  to  whom 
'"^^/lTu  u   ^^  ^''^^^  diredled  j  and  when  he  requeued  of  her  to  give  him 
a  little  Water,  and  withal  a  Morfel  of  Bread,  (he  folcmnly 
protefted  to  him,  that  {he  had  but  an  Handful  of  Meal  in 
a  Barrel,  and  a  little  Oil  in  a  Cruife,  and  was  come  out  to 
pick  up  fome  Sticks,  wherewith  to  bake  a  Cake  *  for  her 

and 

■f  The  Brook  Cherith,  and  the  Valley,  through  which  it 
runs,  are  both  very  near  the  River  Jordan  ;  but  whether  on  the 
Eafi  or  ^f/?  Side  of  the  River,  it  is  not  fo  well  agreed.  EnfthiuSf 
or  at  leaft  St  Jerotn,  places  it  beyond  Jordan,  and  fo  on  the 
Eaji  Side  of  it;  but  others  generally  agree  in  placing  it  on  the 
Weft  Side,  becaufe  God,  in  fending  av/ay  Elijah,  fays  to  him. 
Get  thee  hence,  and  turn  thee  Eajl-ivard,  and  hide  thyfeif  by  the 
Brook  Cherith,  that  is  before  Jordan,  1  Kings  xvii.  3.  where  the 
Expreffion,  turn  thee  Eaflivard,  feems  to  imply,  that  Elijah 
was  on  the  Weft  Side  of  Jordan ;  for  had  he  been  on  the  EaJi 
Side,  then  to  have  gone  to  the  Brook,  which  ran  on  that  Side 
into  Jordan,  would  have  been  to  have  turn'd  Wejliuard.  Wells^ 
Geography  of  the  Old  Teftament,  Vol.  III. 

•f  Zarephtha,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Neiv  Tefiament,  Sarep- 
ta,  was  a  Town  which  lay  between  Tyre  and  Sidon,  but  fome- 
what  nearer  to  the  latter.  Mr.  Maundrell  (in  his  Journey  from 
Aleppo  to  Jerufalem)  obferves,  that  it  is  the  fame  with  what  is 
now  called  Sarphan,  diftant  about  three  Hours  Travel  from  5;- 
don,  in  the  Way  to  Tyre.  Whatever  it  was  formerly,  the  fame 
Author  tells  us,  that  at  prefent  it  confifts  of  no  more  than  a 
few  Houfes,  on  the  Tops  of  the  Mountains,  about  half  a  Mile 
from  the  Sea;  though  there  is  Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  princi- 
pal Part  of  the  City  flood  below,  in  a  Space  between  the  Hills 
and  the  Sea,  becaufe  there  are  ftill  Ruins  there  to  be  feen  of  a 
very  confiderable  Extent.  Wells\  Geography  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment, Part  i.  Chap.  5.  Seft.  2. 

*  Some  of  the  Hebrew  Dodors  (and  herein  tliey  are  follow- 
ed 
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and  her  Son,  which  was  to  be  the  laft  Meal  they  were  ever     M.    A. 
like  to  eat.    But  the  Prophet,  encouraging  her  to  do  as  he  bid  ^v'ntl'cfrift. 
her,  gave  her  AfTurance,  that  her  Meal  and  her  Oil  fhould  1003,  &c.' 
not  fail  as  long  as  the  Famine  lafted  j  which  accordingly      From 
prov'd  true  :    For,  of  that  little   Store,  fhe,    and  her  Son,  ;o^hf/„d  * 
and   the  Prophet,    llv'd  for   the  Space  of  two  Years ;  and  of  a  Chron, 
when,    in  this  Space,  her  Son  fell  fick,  and  died,  Elijah,  \^fY^\J 
by  his  Prayers,  reftor'd  him  to  Life  again,  which  f  gave 
the  Mother  full  Convidion,  that  he  was  a  Perfon  extraordi- 
nary fent  from  God. 

After  he  had  liv'd  in  this  Obfcurity  for  above  two 
Years,  God  commanded  him  to  return  to  the  Land  of  Jf- 
rael,  and  to  prefent  himfelf  before  Jhab,  becaufe,  in  a  ftiort 
Time,  he  intended  to  fend  Rain  upon  the  Earth.  At  this 
Time  the  Famine  was  fo  extreme  about  Samaria,  that  the 
King  commanded   *   Obadiahy  one  of  the  Officers  of  his 

Houfhold, 

cd  by  feme  Chrljiians)  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  Widow's  Son 
was  the  Prophet  Jonas  ;  that,  after  his  Reftoration,  his  Mother 
gave  him  to  Elijah  ;  that  ever  after  he  attended  on  the  Prophet, 
as  long  as  he  liv'd  ;  and,  on  a  certain  Occafion,  was  difpatch'd 
by  him  to  Nineveh,  as  every  one  knows.  But,  befides  that  thefe 
Traditions  are  deflitute  of  any  real  Proof,  Jonah  was  an  Hehrenx), 
as  he  himfelf  declares,  Ch.  i.  9.  and  a  Native  of  Gath-hepher, 
as  we  read  2  Kings  xiv.  25.  whereas  this  Widow's  Son  was  a  Na- 
tive of  Zarephtha,  a  Town  belonging  to  the  Kingdom  of  Sidon, 
and  by  Birth  a  Stranger  to  the  Race  of  Ifrael.  Calmet''&  Com- 
mentary. 

f  The  Woman  had  fufficient  Reafon  to  believe,  that  Elijah 
was  a  Prophet,  or  Perfon  fent  from  God,  when  fhe  faw  the  mi- 
raculous Increafe  of  the  Meal  and  Oil  j  but  upon  his  not  curing 
her  Son  when  he  lay  fick,  but  rather  fufFering  him  to  die,  her 
Faith  began  to  droop ;  whereas,  upon  feeing  him  revive,  her 
Faith  reviv'd  with  him ;  and,  through  the  Joy  of  having  him 
reftored  to  her  again,  (he  accounted  this  latter  Miracle  much 
greater  than  the  former.     Le  Clerc''&  Commentary. 

*  There  are  fome  Jcnxiijh  Dodtors,  who  think,  that  this 
Obadiah  was  the  fame  with  him,  whofe  Writings  we  have 
among  the  twelve  minor  Prophets.  They  pretend,  that  he  was 
marry'd  to  that  Woman  of  Shunem,  where  Elijha  us'd  to  lodge  j 
that  he  was  a  Difciple  of  the  Prophet  Elijah,  and  the  laft  of 
the  three  Captains  whom  King  Aha%iah  fent  to  apprehend  him; 
and  that,  for  this  Reafon,  he  had  Compaffion  on  him,  though 
he  deftroy'd  the  others,  that  came  before  him,  with  Fire  from 
Heaven,  2  Kings  i.  g.  ^r.  but  all  thefe  are  pure  Apocrypha. 
Obadiah  himfelf,  in  his  Difcourfe  with  Elijah,  fufficiently  tells 

us 


^8  The  Biftory  of  the  h  IB  h  E,     Book  VT; 

A.  M.    Houftiold,  and  fome   others   with   him,  to   go  all  over  thd 
An°' cfrift.C<^""^'"y  '"  *\^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Forage  for  the   Subfiftance  of  his 
1003,  6J'f.  *  Cattle ;    and,    to  fee  that    his  orders   were  fully  executed, 
From      himfelf  went  along  with  fome  of  them.     Obadiab-,  of  all  t'":e 
to^h?End"^'"g's    Dotne/licks,    was   the  moft  religious.     He,  in    the 
ot  zChron.  Time  of  JexebeFs  f  pcrfecuting  the  Prophets  of  the  Lord, 
i^>nrNJ  conceal'd  an  hundred  of  them,  by   fifty   ih    a   Cave,  and 
there  fuftain'd  them  with  Neceflaries.     When  Elijah  met 
him,  Obadiab  faluted  him  with  great  Refpeft  ;  but,  when 
the  Prophet  requir'd  him   to  go,  and  acquaint  the  King  that 
he  was  there,  and  defir'd  to  fpeak  with  him,  Obadiab  at 
firft  excus'd  himfelf,  upon  Apprehcnfion  that  Elijab  might 
vanifti,  and  leave  him  the  Object  of  the  King's    Indigna- 
tion, who  had  taken  fuch  vaft  Pains  to  find  him  out ;  but 
when  the  other  aflur'd  him  that  he  would  not  ftir,  he  went 
and  brought  the  King  to  him.     The  King,  at  the  firft  In- 
terview^ began   to  upbraid    him  with   being  the    Caufe  of 
the  Calamity,   that  the  Nation  fufiier'd  ;  but  Elijah  boldly 
return'd  the  Charge,  and  having  taxed   him   with  the  Wor- 
lliip  oifalje  Gods^  (which  was  the  Source  of  all  their  Woe)  he 

under- 

us  who  he  v/as,  'viz.  a  Perfon  truly  religious,  who  worfhipp'd 
God  alone,  and  had  a  fingular  Affedion  for  his  Servants ;  enough, 
one  would  think,  ro  have  made^>6ij^dircard,  if  not  perfecute,him, 
had  he  not  found  him  fo  highly  ufeful  in  the  Management  of  his 
domejiick  A^?L\xs,  as  to  connive  at  his  not  worfhipping  Baal,  or 
the  Cal'ves ;  efpecially  as  we  read  nothing  of  his  going  up  to 
Jerufalem,  which  was  a  Defeft,  that  God  perhaps  might  think 
proper  to  difpenfe  with.  Calmfth  and  Patrick''^  Commentaries, 
•f  Elijah,  in  his  Appeal  to  the  People,  tells  them,  /,  e^uen  I 
enly  remain  a  Prophet  of  the  Lord,  1  Kings  xviii.  22.  and  there- 
fore we  can  hardly  imagine,  that  all  thefe  hundred,  whom  Oba^ 
diah  preferv'd,  were  iVIen  aftually  infpir'd  and  inverted  with  a 
■prophetick  Charafler,  but  fuch  only  as  were  the  Difciples  of 
the  Prophets,  and  Candidates  for  that  Office.  For,  'tis  not  un- 
likely, that,  even  to  JezebcTs  Time,  there  were  remaining  in 
Ifrael  Schools  of  the  Prophets,  which  Ihe  endeavour'd  to  de- 
ftroy,  as  well  as  thole  that  were  bred  up  in  them,  that  there 
might  none  be  left  to  inltruft  the  People  in  the  true  Religion. 
Thefe  (he  certainly  look'd  upon  as  Enemies  to  her  Idolatry, 
and  might  polTibly  perfuade  her  Hufband,  that  they  were  difaf- 
fefted  to  his  Government,  and  Favourers  of  the  Kings  of 
Judah,  becaufe  they  worfhipp'd  the  fame  God,  and  thought 
that  the  proper  Place  of  his  Worfhip  was  J erufalem  :  And 
therefore,  the  greater  was  the  Piety  and  Courage  of  Obadiab^ 
in  refcuing  fo  many  Victims  from  the  Hands  of  this  furious 
and  enrag'd  Woman.     Patrick's,  and  Le  Clirc^i  Commentaries. 
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undertook  to  prove  that  they  were  no  more  than  falfe  Gods,  if    A.  M. 
fo  be  the  King  would  be  pleas'd  to  fummon  all  the  People  to  ^Tt^'ch  i^ft 
meet  upon  Mount  Carmel,  and  to  bring  thither  the  four  hund-  100^,  &'c.' 
red  and  fifty  Priefts  of  Baal^  together  with  the  four  hundred      Fr^'^ 
Priefts  of  J/iarte,  who  were  fupported  at  Je%ebcr%  Table.    \^^f-l^ 

ELIJ  AH  had  told  Ahab,  that  {a)  there  jhotdd  be  nei-  of  2  chroi 
iker  Dew  nor  Rain  upon  the  Earthy  but  according  to  his  >''V*%, 
Word ;  and  therefore  the  King  being  perfuaded,  perhaps,  that  ^''^cntcjl 
the  national  P'.cmtdy  was  in  his  Hands,  negleiSLcd  not  to  p,'./^,/J' ^^- 
iiTue  out  Writs  for  the  Convention  of  the  People,  and  or-  Baal. 
der'd  the  Priefts  to  attend.  When  they  were  all  met  to- 
gether, Elijah,  having  firft  upbraided  them  with  their  vile 
Prevarication,  in  mixing  the  Worfliip  of  God  and  the 
Worfhip  of  Baal  together,  made  them  a  fair  Propofal  to 
this  hffedl.  *'  Since  there  can  be  no  more  than  one,  in- 
"  finite,  fupreme,  almighty,  and  independent  Being,  let 
"  us,  at  this  Time,  make  the  Experiment  who  this  Being 
*'  is.  You,  who  are  the  Worftaippers  of  Baal,  have  all 
*'  the  Advantages  on  your  Side,  the  Favour  and  Protec- 
*'  tion  of  the  Court,  four  hundred  and  fifty  Priefts  of  one 
*'  Kind,  and  four  hundred  of  another  ;  whereas  I,  who 
**  am  the  Manager  of  God's  Caufe,  am  but  one  poor,  ba- 
**  nifti'd  Man  J  and  yet  let  two  Oxen  be  brought  before 
*'  us.  Let  the  Priefts  of  Baal  chufe  their  Ox,  drefs  it, 
*'  cut  it  in  Pieces,  lay  it  on  the  Altar,  but  let  there  be 
"  no  Fire  thereon  ;  and  I,  in  like  Manner,  will  do  fo  to 
"  my  Ox.  Let  them  pray  unto  their  Gods,  and  I  likewife 
"  will  call  on  the  Name  of  fehovah  ;  and  then  let  the 
"  God,  who,  by  confuming  the  Sacrifice  f  with  a  fudden 
"  Flafti  of  Fire,  fhall  make  it  appear,  that  he  hath  heard 
*'  the  Prayers,  be  own'd  by  this  whole  Afi'embly  to  be  this 
*'  one,  this  true,  fupreme,  independent  Being." 

This  was  a  Propofal,  that  none  could  gainfay ;  and 
therefore   the    Priefts  of  Baal  prepared   their  Altar,  facri- 

fic'd 

(a)   1  Kings  xvii.  i. 

f  This  is  not  the  firft  Time,  wherein  God  had  declar'd  his 
Approbation  of  his  Worfhippers  by  fending  down  Fire  to  con- 
fume  their  Sacrifices,  Le'v.  ix.  24.  and  yudg.  vi.  21.  and  tho' 
perhaps  it  may  be  poffible  for  E'ui/  Spirits,  who  may  have  great 
Knowledge  how  to  manage  Meteors  and  Exhalations  to  their 
Purpofes,  to  make  Fire  defcend  from  the  Clouds ;  yet,  fince 
they  can  do  nothing^  without  a  divine  Permifiion,  'tis  abfurd  to 
think,  that,  in  a  Matter  of  Competition  between  him  and  falfe 
God?,  he  fhould  give  evil  Spirits  any  Licence  to  rival  him  in 
his  Iviiracles.     Le  Clerc\  Commentary. 
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^  y^^  ficM  their  Bullock,  plac'd  it  on  the  Altar,  and  began  td 
5001,  fefc.  call  upon  their  God :  But  Baal  continuing  deaf  to  their 
Ant.  Chiif.  Invocations,  they  betook  themfelvcs  to  odd  Gejliculationsi 
J.°°^' J  f/j'„  They  fometimes  jumped  over  the  Altar,  fometimes  danc'd 
viii  tothe  round  it,  and  (according  as  their  Cuftom  w^as)  began  *  to 
End  of  cut  themfelves  with  Knives  and  Lancets  j  but  all  to  no 
fS!i]^^!I;  Purpofe :  Whereupon  the  true  Prophet  *  fell  a  bantering 
and  ridiculing  them,  (as  juftly  he  might  j)  but  their  fenfelefs 
Idol  knew  nothing  of  the  Matter. 

This  Farce  of  Devotion  they  continu'd  till  the  Day 
was  above  half  fpent ;  when  Elijah^  defiring  the  People  to 
draw   near,  and  taking  twelve  Stones,    according  to  the 

Number 

*  A  ftrange  Method,  one  would  think,  to  obtain  the  Favour 
of  their  Gods  !  And  yet,  if  we  look  into  Antiquity,  we  fhall 
find,  that  nothing  was  more  common  in  the  religious  Rites  of  fe- 
veral  Nations,  than  this  barbarous  Cuftom.  To  this  Purpofe 
we  may  obferve,  that  (as  Plutarch,  de  Super Jlitione,  tells  us)  the 
Priefts  of  Bellonay  when  they  facrific'd  to  that  Goddefs,  were 
wont  to  befmear  the  Vi£lim  with  their  own  Blood  ;  that  the 
Pfr/f««  Mi?^/ (according  to //f;Wc/z/j,  lib.  vii,  c.  19I.)  us'd  to 
appeafe  Tempefts,  and  allay  the  Winds,  by  making  Incifions  in 
their  Flefli ;  that  they,  who  carry 'd  about  the  Syrian  Goddefs^ 
(as  Apuleius,  lib.  viii.  relates)  among  other  mad  Franks,  were, 
every  now  and  then,  cutting  and  flaftiing  themfelves  with  Knives, 
till  the  Blood  gufh'd  out ;  and  that  even  to  this  Day,  feme  mo- 
dern Travellers  tell  us,  that  in  Turkey,  Perjia,  and  feveral  Parts 
of  the  Indies,  there  are  a  Kind  of  Fanaticks,  who  think  they  do 
a  very  meritorious  Thing,  and  what  is  highly  acceptable  to  the 
Deity,  in  cutting  and  mangling  their  own  Flefh.  Dii  autem 
nulla  debcnt  coli  genere  (fays  Seneca,  as  he  is  quoted  by  St.  Au- 
Jiin  de  Ci'v.  Dei,  lib.  vi.  c.  \o.)  Jil^  hoc  rvolunt.  Tantus  ejl  per- 
turbata  mentis,  {^  fedibus  fuis  pulfa  furor,  ut  fie  Dii  fla- 
centur,  quemadmodum  ne  homines  quidem  fa^viunt  teterrimi,  ^  in 

fabulas  tradita  crudelitatis.  See.   Calmet\  and   Le  Clerc^s  Com- 
mentaries. 

*  The  Words  of  the  Prophet  are  very  cutting  Vix\d.farcafiical. 
Cry  aloud,  for  he  is  aGod  no  doubt,  tho'  he  may  befomewhat  deaf, 
or  a  great  Way  off,  fo  that  he  cannot  hear  unlefs  ye  cry  aloud  j  or 
either  he  is  talking  about  Bufinefs,  or  purfuing  his  Pleafures  ;  or 
perhaps  he  is  in  a  Journey,  and  not  at  home  ;  or  perad^venture 
he  fleepcth  and  muji  he  anxiakend.  The  two  laft  Notions,  of  be- 
ing ajleep,  and  not  at  home,  how  abfurd  foever  they  may  be, 
when  apply'd  to  the  Deity,  were  certainly  fuch,  as  feveral 
Idolaters  conceiv'd  of  their  Gods,  as  appears  from  thefe  Paf- 
fages  in  Homer.    In  the  former  of  thefe,  Thetis,  fays  he,  can- 

net 
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Number  of  the  Tribes,  *  repaired  the  Altar  of  the  Lord,     A.  M. 
which  had  been  broken  down,   and  then  laying  his  Bullock  j^°°''J^.^* 
on  the  Wood,  f  pour'd  a  great  Quantity  of  Water   three  jco^,  (^\'. 
Times  on  the  Sacrifice,  on  the   Wood,  and  on  the  Altar ;      From 
fo   that  the  Water   filled  the  Trench,    which   was   dug  ^  ^^'igs  viii. 

'  °  to  the  End 

round  of  2  Chron, 

not  meet  with  Jupiter,  becaufe  he  was  gone  abroad,  and  would 
not  return  in  lefs  than  twelve  Days. 

Ziuf  7*^  ett'  uksocvov,   /*£t'  d(/,v[/.oi/oi,!;   AjOjoTrijaf, 

Iliad  i.  lin.  423. 
And,  in  the  Condujion  of  that  Book,  he  Ihews  us  in  what  Man- 
ner the  Gods  went  to  fleep. 

EvQx  'mu(©^  xoi{AuQ ,   oT£  jjt.iv  yhvxtii;  V7rv<^  Ixocvoi 

*  The  Altar,  which  the  facred  Author  here  calls  the  Altar  of 
the  Lord,  was  certainly  one  of  thofe,  which  were  built  in  the 
Time  of  the  Judges,  and  firft  Kings  of  Ifrael ;  when,  for  Want 
of  a  fixt  Place  of  Worlhip,  fuchStruftures  were  permitted.  Both 
Tacitus,  lib.  ii.  c.  74.  and  Suetonius  fpeak  of  the  God  of  Car- 
mel,  whom  Vefpafian  went  to  confult  when  he  was  at  Judea. 
His  Prieft  Bajilides  promis'd  him  all  Manner  of  Profpcrity  and 
Succefs  in  his  Undertakings  ;  but  (as  the  two  Hiftorians  tell  us) 
there  was  neither  Temple,  nor  Statue  upon  the  Mountain,  but 
one  Altar  only,  plain,  but  very  venerable  for  its  Antiquity. 
Some  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  Bajilides  was  a  Jeiv,  and 
Prieft  of  the  Mod  High  God ;  but  it  feems  more  reafonable, 
that  he  was  a  Pagan  Prieji,  and  probably  the  fame,  who  met 
Vefpafian  in  the  Temple  of  Serapis  in  Egypt,  However  this  be, 
the  Altar  of  Carmel  feems  to  have  had  its  Original  from  this 
Altar  of  the  true  God,  which  the  antient  Hebreius  firft  eredted, 
and  Elijah  afterwards  repaired  ;  which  even  the  Heathens  held 
in  fuch  Veneration,  that,^  when  they  came  to  be  Matters  of  the 
Country,  they  would  not  place  fo  much  as  an  Image  by  it. 
Calmet\  Commentary. 

-j-  This  the  Prophet  did  to  make  the  Miracle  more  confpi- 
cuous  and  convincing,  to  fhew,  that  there  was  no  Fallacy  in 
it,  no  Fire  concealed  in  or  about  the  Altar,  but  that  the  Lightning, 
which  was  to  confume  the  Sacrifice,  came  from  Heaven,  and 
came  at  his  Invocation  ;  for  fo  Jofephus  tells  us,  that  Elijah  in- 
vited the  People  to  draw  near,  even  that  they  might  fearch,  and 
fpy  every  where,  if  they  could  find  any  Fire,  that  was  fecretly 
convey'd  under  the  Altar.  Jewilh  Antiq.  lib.  viii.  c.  7.  Cal- 
7net\  and  he  Clerc\  Commentaries. 

Vol.  IV.  F 
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A.  M^     round  the  Altar  to  receive  it.     It  was  now  much  about  the 

A^^^'cti'^ft  Time  of  offering  the  Evening-Sacrijice,  when,  having  pre- 

1053,  &c. '  par'd  all  Things,  he  approach'd  the  Altar,  and  pray'd  in  this 

From      Manner :  "  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  Jhetxi 

of  2  Chron.  Servant.,  and  that   it  is    by  thy   Comrnandtnent,  that  I  have 

V^>''"Y"%^  done  this  Thing.     -}■  Hear  w^,  O  Lord.,  hear  me.,  that  thefe 

*'  People  may  underjiqnd,  that  thou  art  the  Lord  God.,  and 

'*  that  their  Hearts  may  be  converted  from  their   Idol  unto 

*'  thee.'"     And   no  fooner  had  he  ended  this  {hort  Prayer, 

but  a  Fire  fell  from   Heaven,  and  confum'd    not  only   the 

Burnt-Offering,  but  the  Wood  and  Stones,  nay,  the  very 

Duft  of  the  Place,  and  the  Water  that  was  in  the  Trench  j 

infomuch,  that  when  the  People  faw  the  Miracle,  they  fell 

on    their  Faces,  and,  in  Admiration   and  Acknowledgment 

of  it,  own'd  that  the   God  of  Elijah   %uas    the  true  God : 

Whereupon  he  order'd  them  to  feize  on  the  Priefts  of  Baal.^ 

as  a  Pack  of  Cheats   and   Impojlors.,  to  carry   them   down 

from   the  Mountain,  and  to  flay  them  all  at  the  Brook 

Kijhon. 

After  this /z^  Execution  was  finifli'd,  the  Prophet  re- 
turned to  the  Top  of  the  Mountain,  from  whence  he  might 
view  the  Mediterranean-Sea ;  where,  having  pray'd  for 
Rain,  he  fent  his  Servant  feven  Times  to  fee  if  he  could 
perceive  any  Appearance  of  it :  And  he  at  laft  brought  him 
back  Word  that  he  faw  a  fmall  Cloud  rifing  out  of  the 
Sea,  no  bigger  (to  look  at)  than  a  Man's  Hand  ;  whereupon 
he  commanded  him  immediately  to  go  to  Ahab.,  and  to  ad- 
vife  him  to  haften  to  his  Chariot,  and  make  the  beft  of  his 
Way  Home,  left  the  Rain  ftiould  flop  him.  The  King 
^oolc  his  Advice,  and  the  Prophet,  having  f  girded  up  his 
Veil  about  him^  ran  all  the  Way  before  him  to  Jezreel. 

As 

■\  He  was  the  more  earnefl  and  fervent  in  his  Prayer,  (as 
Abarhinel  thinks)  becauft^  he  had  undertaken  to  make  the  Ex- 
periment of  God's  Power  on  his  own  Accord,  and  without  any 
particular  Command  from  him,  nothing  doubting,  but  that  he 
would  appear  to  vindicate  his  own  Honour,  even  though  he 
ofFer'd  Sacrifices  on  an  High  Place,  which  was  not  agreeable  to 
the  Law.     Patrick^  Commentary. 

f  In  this  Country  loofe  and  long  Garments  were  in  Ufe  j 
and  therefore,  when  the  People  were  minded  to  run,  or  to 
make  any  great  Expedition,  their  Cuftom  was  to  girdlhtm. 
jound  their  Waift  :  But  why  the  Prophet  condefcended  to  be- 
come. 
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As  foon  as  Queen  y^ez^iii?/ underftood  what  i?///'^/;  had  done,    A.  M. 
and  more  efpecially,  how  he  had  caufed  all  the  Prophets  of^^''''  ®'':' 
Baal  to  be  llain,  Ihe  vow'd  Revenge,  and  f  fent  him  Word,  ,o"o3,  Jr.* 
that  his  Life,  the  next  Day,    fhould  certainly  pay  for  theirs  :      From 
Whereupon,  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  in  Ahabh  Dominions,  ^'^^'"S^  viii. 
he  withdrew  to  a  Town,  in  the  Southern  Part  of  the  Tribeof  2  chron. 
of  Judah,  called  Beerjheba^  where  he  difmifs'd  his  Servant,  .^^\f^>^ 
and,    purfuing  his   Journey    farther  into  Arabia   Petraa.,^'^ fly'"?: 
walked  all  Day  :     But  in  the  Evening,   being  extremely  fa-{^  j^  ^"^* 
tigu'd,  he  laid  himfelf  down  under  a  Juniper-Tree^  fickw^f..-,  and 
with  the  World,  and  defirous  to  leave  it.   He  had  not\\o^-"PP°'"''"S 
ever  flept  long,  before  an  Angel,  who  had  brought  him  Meatp|,'jJ|j°.f  *" 
and  Drink,  awoke  him,  and  bad  him  eat  heartily,  becaufeojyfiv. 
he  had  a  long  Journey  to  take.     The  Prophet  did  as  he  was 
order'd,  and,  in  the  Strength  of  that  Repaft,  walk'd  |1  forty 

Days 

come,  as  it  were,  the  King's  running  Footman  upon  this  Occa- 
iion,  was  to  Ihew  the  World,  that  his  extraordinary  Power, 
in  v/orking  Miracles,  and  the  Conqueft  he  had  thereby  gain'd 
over  his  Enemies,  had  not  made  him  proud  ;  and  to  fatisfy  the 
King  of  his  Readinefs  to  do  him  all  the  Honour  imaginable  j 
that  he  was  far  from  being  his  Enemy,  and  only  defirM  he 
would  become  the  true  Worfhipper  of  God,  who  was  (as  he 
could  not  but  fee)  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael.  Patrick's  Com- 
mentary. 

f  This  certainly  was  the  Effeft  of  her  blind  Rage,  and  not  of 
any  Prudence  in  her :  For  Prudence  would  have  advis'd  her  to 
conceal  her  Refentment,  until  flie  had  been  ready  to  put  her  De- 
figns  in  Execution  ;  whereas  this  fending  him  Word  was  giving 
him  Notice  of  his  Danger,  and  admonifhing  him  to  avoid  it.  Bur, 
lince  he  had  had  the  Confidence  to  come  where  Ihe  was,  fhe  might 
think  perhaps,  that  he  was  as  courageous,  as  fhe  was  furious ; 
that  upon  this  Notice  he  would  fcorn  to  fly  ;  and  fhe  too,  in  her 
Pride,  might  fcorn  to  kill  him  fecretly  orfurreptitioufly,  refolving 
to  make  him  a  publick  Sacrifice.  Patrick's  Commentary,  and 
PooPs  Annotations.  \ 

II  From  Beerjheba  to  Mount  Horeb  is,  at  the  mofl,  not  above 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Miles,  and  the  Prophet  it  feems  had  ad- 
vanced one  Day's  Journey  into  the  Wildernefs  ;  To  that  he  had 
not  now  more  to  finifh,  than  any  a£li've  Man  might  have  done 
in  four  or  five  Days  at  mofl :  How  came  the  Prophet  then  to 
make/or/y  of  it  ?  To  this  fome  reply,  that  he  (as  the  Ifraelites 
of  o'd)  was  kept  wandering  up  and  down  this  pathlefs  Wilder- 
nefs forty  Days,  as  they  were  forty  Years,  till,  at  length,  he  hit 
upon  this  facred  Mountain.  Others  fuppofe,  that  he  went  about 
by  private  Ways,  and  perhaps  fometimes  refted,  and  lay  hid,  in 

F  2  order 
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A.  M.  Days  and  forty  Nights,  until  he  came  to  Mount  Hereby  the 
A°'*'chr[f  ^^^*-^  where  God  at  firft  deliver'd  the  Law  to  Mojes.  Here 
loo^,  &c'.  he  betook  hinifelf  to  a  Cave,  intending  very  probably  to 
From  fpend  the  Remainder  of  his  Days  in  Retirement  ;  but  he  had 
t  ^h"^E^d"  ""^^  ^'^^^  ^*^"S  '"  ^'^'■"  ^^'^ce,  before  he  had  a  Vifion,  wherein 
of  2  Cluon.  God  having  rirft,  by  feveral  -f  Eniblems,  made  him  fenfible 
v>^Y~^  of  his  Almighty  Power  and  Prefence,  gave  him  to  under- 

ftand, 

order  to  prevent  Difcovery.  But,  when  he  was  got  into  the 
Wildcrr.cls,  one  would  think,  he  might  have  been  fafe,  and  pro- 
ceeded llrait- way  ^if  he  knew  the  llrait  Way)  to  the  Place  in- 
tended. I  was  thinking  therefore,  that  there  would  be  no  Solae- 
cjfm,  if  we  fliould  fay,  that  the  Time  of  going  to,  flaying  at, 
and  coming  from,  the  Mount  of  Horeb,  is  to  be  included  in  thefe 
forty  Days,  though,  in  a  (hort  Narration,  Words  may  be  fo  ex- 
prefsM,  as  if  the  Journey  only  had  taken  up  all  that  Time. 
Pafiick''5,  Calmet'$,  and  Le  Clerc''s  Commentaries. 

j-  Elijah  being  now  come  to  the  fame  Place,  where  God  had 
dcliver''d  the  Law  to  his  Servant  Mofes,  God  was  minded  to  com- 
municate the  like  Favour  to  his  Servant  the  Prophet,  njiz.  to 
unveil  his  Majefty  to  him,  and  give  him  fome  Signal  of  his  im- 
mediate Prefence  :     Eut  there  is  fomething  very  remarkable  in 

the  Words  of  the  Text ; And  behold  the  Lord pajfed  by, 

and  a  Jlrong  Wind  rent  the  Mountains,  and  brake  in  Pieces  the 
Rocks,  but  the  Lord  i>>as  not  in  the  Wind ;  and,  after  the 
Wind,  an  Earthquake,  but  the  Lord  ivas  not  in  the  Earthquake ; 
a7:d,  after  the  Earthquake,  a  Fire,  but  the  Lord  nx>as  not  in  the 
Fire  ;  and,  after  the  Fire,  a  fill fmall  Voice, \  Kings  xix.  1 1,  l^c. 
And  various  are  the  Speculations,  which  this  Appearance  of  the 
Divine  Majefty  hath  fuggefted  to  Interpreters.  The  Generality 
of  them  have  look'd  upon  this,  as  a  Figure  of  the  Gcfpel  Difpen- 
fation,  which  came,  not  in  fuch  a  terrible  Manner,  as  the  Laiu 
did,  with  Storms,  Thunders,  Lightnings,  and  Earthquakes, 
\Exod.  xix.  1 6.)  but  with  great  Lenity  and  Sweetnefs,  wherein 
God  fpeaks  to  us  by  his  Son,  who  makes  ufe  of  no  other,  but 
gentle  Arguments,  and  foft  Pcrfuafions.  But,  if  we  take  this  to 
be  ^.Jymbolical  Admonition  to  Elijah,  according  to  the  Circum- 
\  jftances  he  was  then  in,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  herein 

God  intended  to  fhew  him,  that,  though  he  had  all  the  Elements 
ready  arm'd  at  his  Command  to  deftroy  Idolaters,  if  he  pleas'd 
to  make  Ufe  of  them,  yet  he  had  rather  attain  his  End  by  Pa- 
tience, and  Tendernefs,  and  Long-fufFering,  (fignify'd  by  that 
fmall Jlill  Voice,  wherein  the  Deity  exhibited  himfelf)  and  con- 
ftquently,  that  the  Prophet  fhould  hereby  be  incited  to  imitate 
hira,  bridling  that  paffionatc  Zeal,  to  which  his  natural  Com- 
plexion did  but  too  much  incline  him.  Le  Clerc'St  Calmit'^s, 
and  Patrick^  Commentaries. 
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ftand,  that  the  Number  of  his  true  Worfhippers  was  greater,     ^-  ^^* 
than  heimagin'd,  and  that  he  would   not  fail  to  take  Ven-^°„°^'(,^^jf^ 
geance  on  the  Houfe  of  Ahab  for  their  abominable  Idolatry,  ico^,  &c'. 
To  thisPurpofe  he  order'd  him  to  return  into  his  own  Country    ^'■°'"  ... 
by  the  Way  of  Damafcus^  where  he  was  to  anoint  Ha%ael^  to   ^^  2"  j 
King    of  Syria',  Jehu^  King  oi  Tfrael;    and    to    appoint  of  2  Chroti. 
Elijha  his  SuccefTor  in   the  Prophetick  Office ;    intimating  <.y\^^*^ 
hereby,  that  thefe  Men  f  would  be  proper  Inftruments,  in 
his    Almighty  Hand,  whereby  to   punilli    the   Idolatry  of 
Jfrael,  and  to  affert  the  Righteoufnefs  of  his  own  Caufe. 

F  3  This 

f  The  Words  in  the  Text  are, ' And  it  pall  come  to 

pafsf  that  him,  that  efcapeth  the  Snvord  of  Hazael,  Jhall  Jehu 
/lay  ;  and  him,  that  efcapeth  from  the  S^word  of  ]t\i\i, Jhall  Eliflia 
/lay,  I  Kings  xix.  17.  Where  it  is  eafy  to  obferve,  that  thefe 
Things  are  not  mention'd  according  to  the  Order  of  Time, 
wherein  they  fell  out,  (for  Elijha  was  a  Prophet  before  Hazael 
was  King,  and  Hazael  was  King  before  jjehu)  but  they  are 
fpoken  of  according  to  the  Decree  of  God,  who  (as  Abarhinel 
obferves)  appointed  every  one  to  execute  that,  which  was 
proper  for  him  to  do  :  "  Thus  he  intended  [continues  that  learn- 
*'  ed  Commentator)  that  Hazael  (hould  deftroy  the  Idolaters  of 
**  Ifrael  in  Battle,  and  therefore,  he  mentions  that  firft,  becaufe 
•'  it  is  a  general  Calamity ;  but,  as  Jezebel^  the  Children  of 
"  Ahab,  and  the  Priefts  oi  Baal,  went  not  X.ofght,  and  confe- 
**  quently,  could  not  fall  in  Battle,  he  ordain'd  fehu  to  cut  ofF 
*'  them,  and  all  the  Worfhippers  of  Baal,  in  the  Manner  that 
**  we  find  he  did  :  But  as  he  did  not  know  the  Difpofition  of 
"  little  Children,  he  left  them  to  be  punilh'd  by  Elijha,  who, 
*'  by  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  forefaw  that  they  would  become 
"  Idolaters."  But  in  this  there  feems  to  be  more  Subtilty  than 
needs,  fince  the  plain  Senfe  of  the  Words  is  no  more  than  this  : 
■  "  That  God,  in  his  Providence,  had  appointed  three 

*'  Perfons  to  punifh  the  Ifraelites  according  to  their  Deferts ; 
"  and  that  one  or  other  of  thefe  ftiould  infallibly  execute  his 
*'  Judgments  upon  them."  The  only  Difficulty  is,  how  the 
Prophet  Elijha  can  be  faid  to  flay,  when,  by  Profeffion  he  was  a 
pacifck  Man,  and  never  engag'd  in  War  ?  But  when  we  confi- 
der  the  two  and  forty  Children  which  he  deftroy 'd,  befides 
others,  whom,  upon  the  like  Occafion,  he  might  deftroy  ;  the 
fore  Famine,  which,  by  God's  Appointment,  he  fent  upon  the 
Ifraelites,  2  Kings  vi.  2,.  and  the  many  cutting  Prophecies  and 
Comminations  (called  in  Scripture  the  ^-aw^  o/"//^f  M(j«/"/7,  Ifa. 
xlix.  2.  and  Renj.'i.  16.)  which  he  denounc'd  againftthem,  and 
were  fulfiU'd,  we  fliall  find  Reafon  enough  to  juftify  the  Expref- 
fion.     /'Ws  Annotations. 


S6  The  Hifiory  of  the  BIBLE,     Book  VI; 

A.  M.        This  was  a  Matter  of  fome  comfortable  Expe£lation  to 
Aiu'chfif   ^^'j^f^  y  ^"'l  therefore,  leaving //or<rZ>,  in  his  Return  by  the 
1003,  &c'.  Way  of  Da?nafcus^  *  he  found  El'ijha  at  Plow,  and,  as  he 
From      pafs'd  by,  t  call  his  Mantle  upon  him  ;  which  the  other 
J^^^'^"ssj- underftanding  to  be  a  C^// to  the   prophet ick  Miniftry,  as 
of  2  Chron.  foon  as  he    had  fettled    his  private  Concerns,  went  with 
i^'>r^  Elijah,  and  was  his   Servant  as   long  as  he  liv'd  ;  fo  that 
Elijah  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  go  to  Damafcus,  upon 
the  Account  of  Hazael,  nor  to  fpeak  with  Jehu  in  Ifracl ; 
but  left  thefe  Affairs  to  be  tranfadled  by  Elijha,  whenever  a 
fit  Opportunity  fhould  offer. 
Ahz\>  dcfeati     jN^oT  long  after  this,  (but  upon  what  Provocation  it  is 
t^cic^  \nd  not  ^^i<i)  Benhadad  rais'd  a  vaft  Army  againft  Ahab  King 
at /^ji  makes  of  Jfrael,  and  march'd   diredly  into  his  Country,  with  a 
" b!!/p"a7e' ^^H^  to  invefl  Samaria,    his  capital  City  :     But,  before 
with  him.    ^^  did  that,  he  fent  him   an  haughty  Meffage,  demanding 
all  that  belong'd  to  him,  in  Satisfa6fion  for  fome  prefum'd 
Affront.     Jhab  was  in  no  Condition  to  oppofe  him,  and 
therefore  he  tamely  fubmitted  himfelf  to  his  Mercy  :     But 
this  Tamenefs  only  inflam'd  Benhadad's  Infolence,  fo  that, 
in  his  next  Meffage,  he  demanded  all  Things  to  be  imme- 
diately 

*  So  far  was  fbis  from  being  any  Argument  of  his   Poverty, 
that  it  was  in  Reality  a  Token  of  his  Wealth  and  great  Riches : 
For  he,  who  could  keep  twelve  Yoke  of  Oxen  at  Plow,  was  in 
this  Refpefl  no  inconfiderable  Man,  and  yet,  (according  to  the 
Manner  of  thefe  early  Times)  he  look'd  after  his   own  Bufmefs 
himfelf ;  for  nothing  was  of  greater  Efteem,  not  only  among 
the  Hehreitj,  but  among  the  antient  Greeks  and  Romans  like- 
wife,  than  Agriculture ;  and  fuch  Perfons  as   were   of  the  beft 
Quality,  were  called  uvTu^yo),  Men,  ivho  did  their  Work  them- 
fel-ves,  and  left  not  the  Care  of  it  to  others.     Elijha  therefore 
was  taken  from  the  Plough  to  be  a  Prophet,  in  like  Manner  as, 
among  the  Romans  afterwards,  fome  were  taken  from  thence  to 
be  Ccvfitls  and  DiSiators.     Patrick's.   Commentary. 

f  The  Mantle  was  the  proper  Habit  of  Prophets,  2  Kings  i. 
8.  and  therefore  £///<?^'s  calling  it  upon  him  was  the  Ceremony 
here  us'd  for  his  Inauguration  :  Though,  as  it  was  cuftomary 
for  Servants  to  carry  their  Mailers  Garments  after  them,  others 
underfiand  it  only  as  a  Token,  that  Elijha  was  to  be  his  Ser- 
vant, to  attend  upon  him,  and  fucceed  in  his  Office.  However 
this  be,  'tis  probable,  that,  when  he  caft  his  Mantle  upon  him, 
lie  faid  fom.ething  to  Eljp:'a,  whereby  he  acquainted  him  with 
his  Defign,  though  the  particular  Words,  in  fo  fliort  an  Hiftory, 
are  not  exprefs'd.  Poe/'s  Annotations,  and  Is  Clerc'%  Com- 
mentary. 
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diately  put  into  his  Hand  ;  which  when  the  King  of  Ifrael    A.  M. 
underftood,  he  called  a  general  Council  of  the  Kingdom  to3°^°^^^^' 
advife  what  to  do.  They  unanimoufly  agreed  to  ftand  by  their  1003,  (sfr! 
King  to  the  laft  Extremity ;  which  when  Benhadacf^  Embaf-  From  iKinga 
ffadors  told  him,  he  fell  into  a  great  Rage,  and  immediately  ^'"^ '"j.*^* 
order'd  his  ArmytoinveftiS'flw^r/i7 ;  but,  while  he  lay  before  ^  chron. 
the  Town,  God,  who  was  juftly  provok'd  at  this  proud  5^-  L/'V^ 
rian^   fent  f  a  Prophet   to  Ahab^   not  only  to  afllire  him  of 
Vidtory,  but    to    inftrudl  him  likewife  f  in  what  Method 
he  was  to  obtain  it ;  which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  Benhadad 
himfelf  had  much  to  do  to  efcape  with  his  Life. 

The  fame  Prophet  however  gave  the  King  of  Ifrael 
great  Caution  to  recruit  his  Army,  and  be  upon  his  Guard, 
againft  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Year,  becaufe  then  the 
Syrians  defign'd  him  another  Vifit  j  which  accordingly 
came  to  pafs.  For  fome  of  his  Generals  having  perfuaded 
the  King  of  Syriay  that  the   Gods  of  the  Ifraelitea  *  were 

F4  Gods 

•f-  Who  the  Prophet  was,  who  upon  this,  and  another  Mef- 
fage  afterwards,  was  fent  to  Ahab,  the  Scripture  no  where  in- 
forms us.  'Tis  fottiewhat  odd,  that,  during  this  whole  War 
with  Benhadad,  neither  Elijah  nor  Elijha,  the  two  principal  Pro- 
phets oi  Ifrael i  fhould  appear,  though  other  Prophets  (whereof 
there  feems  to  be  a  confiderable  Number)  make  no  Scruple  of 
executing  their  Office ;  whether  it  was,  that  this  War  com- 
menc'd  before  JezebeVs  Perfecution  of  the  Prophets,  or  that  this 
impious  Queen  abated  her  Perfecution,  and  let  them  have  fome 
Refpite,  when  fhe  had  exterminated  Elijah  as  fhe  thought.  Cal- 
met\  Commentary. 

•f-  The  Inftruments  in  attaining  this  Viftory  were  to  be  the 
young  Men  of  the  Princes  of  the  Provinces,  with  Ahab  at  the  Head 
of  them,  I  Kings  xx.  14.  The  Hebrenjo  Word  has  fome  Ambi- 
guity in  it,  and  may  fignify  either  the  Sons,  or  the  Servants,  of 
the  Princes  of  the  Pro'uinces,  either  young  Noblemen  them- 
felves,  or  their  Fathers  Pages,  who  were  equally  brought  up  de- 
licately, and  quite  unaccuftom'd  to  War.  It  was  by  thefe^ow;;^ 
Men,  and  not  by  old  experienc'd  Officers,  that  this  Battle  was  to 
be  won  ;  that  thereby  it  might  appear,  that  the  Vidory  was 
wholly  owing  to  God's  gracious  and  powerful  Providence,  and 
not  to  the  Valour,  or  Fitnefs,  of  the  Inftruments.  Poo/'s  An- 
notations. 

*  That  there  were  many  Gods,  who  had  each  their  particular 
Charge  and  Jurifdidtion  ;  that  fome  prefided  over  whole  Coun- 
tries, whilft  others  had  but  particular  Places  under  their  Tuition 
and  Government ;  and  were  fome  of  them  Gods  of  the  Woods, 

others 
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A.  M.  Gods  of  the  Hills,  and  therefore,  to  fight  them  with  Ad- 
"TV  Chrif  v^"^^S^»  ^^^  ^^  ^§'^^  them  in  a  Champain  Country,  he 
100^,  &c'.   rais'd  another  Army  of  equal  Force  with  what  he  had  loft 

From  the  Year  before,  and  came,  and  fat  down  before  Apheck, 
I  Kings  viii.     Q-      jj^  jj^g  -p^ilj^  ^f  ^^_,^^^     ^/^^^^  however  was  prepar'd 

to  the  End  J  .  •',  .^.^^, 

•f  2  Chron.  to  receive  him,   and,  tho   with  a    rorce  rar  interior  to  the 
W'^Y^W  Syrians^  march'd  out  to  meet  them  ;  gave  them  Battle,  put 
them  to    the    Rout,  and  flew  upon   the  Spot    an  hundred 
Thoufand  of  them. 

The   Vanquifh'd  f  betook  themfelves  to  Jpbeck^  but 
were  far  from    finding  any  Security  there  j  for   the  Pro- 
vidence 

others  of  the  Rivers,  and  others  of  the  Mountains,  was  plain- 
ly the  Doftrine  of  all  Heatheti  Nations.  Pan  was  reckon'd 
the  God  of  the  Mountains,  for  which  Reafon  he  was  ftiled 
'OpEjoctTij?  ;  and,  in  like  Manner,  the  Syrians  might  have  a 
Conceit,  that  the  God  of  Ifrael  was  a  God  of  the  Moun- 
tains, becaufe  Canaan  (they  favv)  was  a  mountainous  Land;  the 
Ifraclites  (they  perceiv'd)  delighted  to  facrifice  on  high  Places  ; 
their  Lavv  (they  might  have  heard)  was  given  on  the  Top  of  a 
Mountain ;  their  Temple  flood  upon  a  famous  Eminence,  as 
did  Samaria,  where  they  had  fo  lately  receiv'd  a  fignal  Defeat. 
For  their  farther  Notion  was,  that  the  Gods  of  the  Mountains 
had  a  Power  to  injedl  a  panick  Fear  into  an  Army,  whenever  they 
pleas'd.  Nay,  that  they  did  not  only  aflift  with  their  Influence, 
but  aftually  engage  themfelves  in  Battle,  in  Behalf  of  their  Fa- 
rvourites,  is  a  Sentiment  as  old  as  Homer,  and  what  Virgil  has  not 
forgot  to  imitate. 

Omnigenumque  Deum  raonftra,  &  Latrator  Anulis, 
Contra  Neptunum,  &  Venerem,  contraque  Mineyvam 
Tela  tenent  ;  faevit  medio  in  certamine  Majors 
Caslatus  ferro,  triftefque  ex  -dEthere  Dins, 
Et  fcifsa  gaudens  vadit  Difcordia  Palla, 
Quam  cum  fanguineo  fequitur  Bellona  flagello. 

Mxitx^.  viii. 
-f-  Apheck,  or  Aphaca  (as  it  is  called  by  profane  Authors)  was 
fituated  in  Libanus,  upon  the  River  Adonis,  between  HeliopoUs 
and  Biblos ;  and,  in  all  Probability,  is  the  fame  that  Paul  Lucas, 
in  his  Voyage  du  Lwvant,  Vol.  I.  Chap.  xx.  fpeaks  of,  asfwal- 
low'd  up  in  a  Lake  of  Mount  Z/^i3»a/,  about  nine  Miles  in  Cir- 
cumference, wherein  there  are  feveral  Houfes  all  entire  to  be 
feen  under  Water.  The  Soil  about  this  Place  (as  the  Antients 
tell  us)  was  very  bituminous,  which  feems  to  confirm  their  Opi- 
nion, who  think,  that  fubterraneous  Fires  confum'd  the  folid 
Subftance  of  the  Earth,  whereon  the  City  flood,  fo  that  it 
fubflded  and  funk  ac  once,  and  a  Lake  was  foon  form'd  in  its 

Place. 
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vidence  of  God  purfu'd  them,  and,  by  the  Fall  of  the  Walls  .^^'^^ 
of  that  City,  deftroy'd  feven  and  twenty  Thoufand  more  of  Antl'cJif. 
them  :     So  that,  terrify'd  with  this  Judgment,  Benkadad  1003,  fife. 
went  to  hide  himfelf  in   fome  Place,  where  he  thought  he  ^  j^|^°™  ... 
could  not  eafily  be  found,  but  was,    at  length,  prevail'd  onto  th?£nd* 
by  his  chief  Officers,  to  fend  EmbalTadors   to  Ahab   in  the  of  2  Chron. 
humbleft  Manner,  cloath'd    in   f    Sack-Cloth,    and    with  v^VX^ 
Ropes  about  their  Necks,  to  make  their  Submiffion  upon 
what  Conditions  he  pleas'd.     The  Conditions^  that  Ahab  in- 
(ifted  on,  were  only,  that  the  Syrians  fhould  reftore  all  the 
Country,  which  they  had  taken  from  Baajha  King  of  Ifrael^ 
and  grant  f  him  fome  Privileges  in  Damafcus  their  Capital^ 
as  a  Token  of  their  Homage  and   Subje<5^ion  ;  which  the 
other  very  readily  confented  to,  and  fo  a  League  was  con- 
cluded between  them  :     But  a  League  fo  ofFenfive  to  God, 
that  he  fent  a  Prophet  immediately  to  reprove  Ahab   for  it, 
and  to  let  him  know,  "  That,  had  he  deftroy'd  Benhadad^ 
*'  (as  God  had  put  it  in  his  Power)  his  Dominions  fhould 
*'  have  been  annex'd  to  the  Kingdom  of  7/^-^^/ ;  but  that, 

"  fmcc 

Place.  Calmet\  Commentary,  and  Diflionary,  under  the  Word 
Apheck. 

•f-  This  was  the  Pofture  in  thofe  Times,  wherein  Supplicants 
prefented  themfelves,  when  they  petition'd  for  Mercy.  The 
Sackclcth  upon  their  Loins  was  a  Token  of  great  Sorrow  for 
what  they  had  done ;  and  the  Halters  about  their  Necks,  a 
Token  of  their  Subjeftion  to  whatever  Punifhment  Ahab  fhould 
think  fit  to  inflift  upon  them  :  For  which  Reafon  Befus  (ac- 
cording to  Curtius,  lib.  vii.)  was  brought  to  Alexander  with 
a  Chain  about  his  Neck.  Patrick'^  and  Calmet''s  Commen- 
taries. 

-f-  The  Privilege  which  Benhadad  gave  to  Ahab  is  thus  ex- 

prefs'd  : • Thoujl^alt  make  Streets  for  thee  in  Damafcus, 

as  my  Father  made  in  Samaria  ;  but  then  the  Learned  are  not 
agreed  what  we  are  to  underftand  by  Streets.  Some  fuppofe, 
that  they  were  Courts  of  Judicature,  where  Ahab  was  to  maintain 
a  JurifdiAion  over  Benhadad'^  Subjedls.  Others  think,  that  they 
were  publick  Market-Places,  where  Commodities  were  fold,  and 
the  T^oll  of  them  paid  to  Ahab  ;  but  the  moft  general  Opinion 
is,  that  they  were  Citadels  or  Fortifications,  to  be  a  Bridle  and 
Reftraint  upon  this  chief  City  of  the  Syrians,  that  they  might 
make  no  new  Irruptions  into  the  Land  of  Ifrael.  A  8;reat  Pri- 
vilege this  !  But  what  Benhadad,  when  he  found  himfelf  fet  at 
Liberty,  refus'd  to  comply  with.  Patrick's  and  Calmet's  Comj 
mentaries. 
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A.  M.    *«  II  fince  he  had  afted  otherwife,  his  Life  fhould  pay  for  the 

An°t' cSift  "  ^^^^  '^^  Benhadad  :     For  he  (hould  be  flain  in  Battle  with 

1003,  (^c. '  "  the  Syrians,  who,  inftead  of  being  held  in  Subjection  to 

FromiKings"  the  Ifraelitesi  {hould,  in  a  few  Years,  (as  they  were  in 

e'j  ^f*^''  "  the  Reign  of //<»Z(z*'/)  become    their  Mafters,  take  their 

Chron.        *'  Towns  from  them,  and  make  Ravages  in  their  Country.'* 

^>"*V*^  But,   inflead   of  humbling  himfelf  at  the  Denunciation  of 

this  heavy  Sentence,  or  cxprefling  any  Sorrow  for  his  Fault, 

Jhab  became  but   more   fullcn    and    obftinate,  and,  in  a 

fliort  Time,    f  added    this  farther   Offence  to  his    other 

great  Crimes. 

Jezebel  fro-     NoT  far  from  the  Royal  Palace  of  yexreel,  in  a  Place 

curei  the      convenient  for  a  Kitchen-Garden,  there  was  one  Naboth,    a 

^"Cth   /ir^'^^'^^"  thereof,  who  had  a  Vineyard,  which  Jhab  was  very 

^vhicb  God  defirous  of  obtaining,  and  therefore  f  offer'd  the  Owner  of 

threatens  it 

Ahab,  and 

II  If  it  fhould  be  afk'd,  wherein  lay  Ahah''%  great  Offence,  for 
which  God  threatens  to  punifh  him  fo  feverely  ?  The  Anfwer  is, 

• That  it  confifted  in  fuffering  fo  horrid  a  Blafphemer, 

as  Benhadad  was,  to  go  unpunifh'd,  which  was  contrary  to  an 
exprefs  Law,  Le'v.  xxiv.  16.  If  it  fhould  be  urg'd,  that  this  was 
nothing  to  Bcnhadady  fince   the  Law   concern'd  the  Ifraelites 

only,   the  Reply  is, That  this  Law   extended  not  to 

thofe  only,  that  ijjere  born  in  the  Land,  but  (as  it  is  there  ex- 
prefs'd)  to  Strangers  likewife,  that  were  among  them,  and  in 
their  Power,  as  Benhadad  certainly  was.  God  had  deliver'd 
him  into  Ahab^  Hands  for  his  Blafphemy,  as  he  had  promis'd, 
1  Kings  XX.  28,  and  therefore  this  Aft  of  Providence,  coropar''d 
with  the  Law,  did  plainly  intimate,  that  he  was  appointed  by 
God  for  Deflruflion  :  But  fo  far  was  Jhab  from  punifhing  him 
as  he  defervM,  that  he  treats  him  like  a  Friend  and  a  Brother, 
difmifl'es  him  upon  cafy  Terms,  and  takes  his  bare  Word  for  the 
Performance,  without  the  leafl  Care  for  tlie  Reparation  of  God's 
Honour.     Pcoi's  Annotations. 

•f-  The  Account  of  Jhab's  coveting  Naboth''s  Vineyard  (as 
Aharbinel  obferves)  is  immediately  fet  after  his  Treatment  of 
Benhadad,  to  Ihew  his  extream  great  Wickednefs  in  fparing 
him,  (as  Saul  did  Agag  King  of  the  Amalekites)  and  killing 
Naboih,  that  he  might  get  PofTefTion  of  his  Vineyard  :  For  this 
was  an  high  Aggravation  of  his  Crime,  that  he  bafely  murther'd 
a  juft  Ifraelite,  and  let  an  impious  Enemy  efcape.  Patrick'' i 
Commentary. 

-f-  By  this  it  appears,'  that  tho'  the  Kings  of  Ifrael  did  rule 
their  Subjefls  in  a  very  arbitrary  and  defpotick  Manner,  yet  they 
did  not  as  yet  take  the  Liberty  to  feize  on  their  Lands  and  Here- 
ditaments ; 
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it   an  Equivalent,   either  in  Land,    or  Money;    but    the    A.  M. 
Owner,  f  upon  the  Account  of  its  being  his  paterna/lnhe-  i°°''JF^J. 
ritance,  refufingto  part  with  it,  gave  Jhab  fuch  Uneafinefs,  1003,  &',;,' 
that  he  took  his  Bed  for  mere  Difcontent,  and  was   fo  fuUen      From 
and  uneafy,  that  he  would  not  eat  his  Meat.     But  when  his  tg^h'^r^'l*' 
Wife  Jezebel  came  to   underftand  the   Caufe,  Ihe  firft  up-  of  1  chron. 
braided  him  with  his  Pufilanimity,  or  not  knowing  how  to  ^>'''V>^ 
exert  the  Authority  of  a  King,  and  then,  (to  chear  him  up) 
bid  him  drive  away  all  Melancholy,  for  that  flie  had  found 
out  an  Expedient,  how  to  put  him  in  the  Pofleflion  of  Na- 
both's  Vineyard.     To  this    Purpofe  fhe  wrote  Letters  from 
Samaria  in  Ahab's  Name,  and  feal'd  with  his  Signet,  to  the 
principal  Men  in  fezreel,  ordering  them  f  to  proclaim   a 

Faft, 

ditaments;  and  therefore  what  Samuel  TpropheHes  of  the  Kings 
of  Ifrae/,  that  tbey  ivould  take  their  Fields y  their  Vineyardsy  and 
their  Olive  yards,  i  Sam.  viii.  14.  does  not  extend  to  any  true, 
and  lanvful,  but  a  prefum'd,  and  ufurp'd  Right  only  in  their 
Kings.     Calmet''s  Commentary. 

-f-  As  it  is  natural  to  all  Men  to  love  and  value  the  antient 
Pofleflions,  that  have  been  in  their  Family ;  fo  the  Law  of  Mo- 
y^j  prohibited  the  Alienation  of  Lands  from  one  Tribe  or  Fami- 
ly to  another,  unlefs  a  Man  was  reduc'd  to  Poverty,  in  which 
Cafe  he  might  fell  it  to  the  Jubilee,  but  then  it  was  to  revert  to 
him  again,  Lev.  xxv.  15,  25,  28.  Now  as  iV^^o/^  was  in  no 
Need  to  fell  his  Vineyard,  fo  he  confider'd  with  himfelf,  that, 
if  merely  to  do  the  King  a  Pleafure,  he  fhould  part  with  it  out 
of  his  Hands,  efpecially  to  be  made  a  Garden,  and  fo  annex'd 
to  the  Palace,  neither  he,  nor  his  Pofterity,  fhould  be  ever  able 
to  recover  it  again ;  fo  that,  in  this  Adl,  he  ftiould  both  offend 
God,  and  injure  his  Pofterity,  which  he,  being  a  pious  and  re- 
ligious Man,  durft  not  adventure  to  do.     Poolh  Annotations. 

f  It  was  always  a  cuftomary  Thing,  upon  the  Approach  of 
any  great  Calamity,  or  the  Apprehenfion  of  any  national  Judg- 
ment, to  proclaim  a  Faft;  and  Jezebel  order'd  fuch  a  Faft  to  be 
obferv'd  in  Jezreel,  the  better  to  conceal  her  Defign  againft  Na- 
both.  For,  by  this  Means,  fhe  intimated  to  the  Jezreelites,  that 
they  had  fome  accursed  Thing  among  them,  which  was  ready  to 
draw  down  the  Vengeance  of  God  upon  their  City ;  and  that 
therefore  it  was  their  Bufinefs  to  enquire  into  all  thofe  Sins, 
which  provok'd  God  to  Anger  againft  them,  and  to  purge  them 
out  effectually.  As  therefore  thefe  Days  of  fafting  were  em- 
ployed in  punifhing  Offenders,  doing  Juftice,  and  imploring 
God's  Pardon,  they  gave  the  Elders  of  the  City  an  Occafion  to 
convene  an  Affembly,  and  the  falfe  Witneffes  a  fair  Opportuni- 
ty to  accufe  Naboth  before  them.  Lg  Clerc's  and  Patri(k\  Com^ 
mentaries. 
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A.  M.     Faft,  to  bring  f  Naboth  before  the  Judges^  and  to  fuborn 

Ant.' Chrff.  ^^°  ^^^^^  WitncfTes,  who  fhould  depofe  againft  him,  that  he 

J  003,  &c.  had  f  bhfphetned  God,  and  the  King,  that  fb  he  might  be 

From      carry 'd  out  of  the   City,  and  fton'd.     f  All  this  was  done 

toth"^£nd''according  to  this  wicked  Woman's  Defire ;  and,  as  foon  as 

of  2  chron.  Ahab  underftood  that  Naboth  was  dead,  he  went  to  Jczreel, 

\,yy\J  and  took  PoiTeffion  of  his  Vineyard :  But  upon  his  Return  to 

Samaria,    the  Prophet   Elijah,  by  God's  Directions,  met 

him,  and,  having  upbraided  him  with  this  his  laft  Flagitiouf- 

nefs,  in  flaying  the  Innocent,  and  feizing  on  his  Inheritance, 

he 

•f-  Jofephui  is  of  Opinion,  that,  as  "Naboth  was  of  an  illuf- 
tiious  Houfe,  he  was  order'd  to  be  fet  in  an  honourable  Place  a- 
mong  the  Elders  and  chief  Rulers  of  the  City;  that  fo  it  might 
be  thought,  that  they  did  not  condemn  him  out  of  Hatred  or 
Ill-will,  but  merely  as  they  were  conftrain'd  to  it  by  the  Evi- 
dence, that  was  given  againft  him.  But  others  will  have  it,  that 
the  Reafon  why  he  was  fet  in  an  eminent  Place  was  only,  becaufc 
Perfons  accus'd  and  arraign'd  were  wont  to  ftand  covfpicuous  be- 
fore their  Judges,  that  all  the  People  might  fee  them,  and  hear 
both  the  Accufations  againft  them,  and  their  Defence.  Patrick''s 
Commentary. 

-f-  By  the  Law  of  Mofes  it  was  Death  to  hlafpheme  God,  Levi 
xxiv.  1 6.  and  by  Cuftom  it  was  Death  to  revile  the  King,  Exod. 
xxii.  28.  Now,  in  order  to  make  fafe  Work,  the  Evidences 
(as  they  were  inftrufted)  accus'd  Naboth  of  both  thefe  Crimes, 
that  the  People  might  be  the  better  fatisfy'd  to  fee  him  Jiond. 
There  is  this  Difference  however  to  be  obferv'd  between  thefe 
two  Crimes,  that,  if  a  Man  had  only  blafphem'd  God,  he  was 
to  be  try'd  by  the  great  Court  at  Jerufalem,  (as  the  Hebreiu 
Doftors  tell  us)  and  his  Goods  came  to  his  Heirs;  whereas, 
when  a  Man  was  executed  for  Treafon  againft  the  King,  his  Ef- 
tate  went  to  the  Exchequer ^  and  was  forfeited  to  him,  againft 
whom  the  Offence  was  committed  :  And  for  this  Reafon  it  was, 
that  they  accus'd  Naboth  of  this  Crime  likewife,  that  his  Eftate 
might  be  conffcated,  and  Ahab,  by  that  Means,  get  PofTefTion 
of  his  Vineyard.     Patrick''^  Commentary. 

•}■  Princes  never  want  Inftruments  to  execute  their  Pleafure: 
And  yet  it  is  ftrange,  that,  among  all  thefe  Judges  and  great 
Men,  there  fhould  be  none,  that  abhorr'd  fach  a  Villainy.  It 
muft  be  confider'd  however,  that,  for  a  long  while,  they  had 
caft  off"  all  Fear  and  Senfe  of  God,  and  proftituted  their  Confci- 
ences  to  pleafe  their  King:  Nor  durfl  they  dilobey  JezebeTs 
Commands,  who  had  the  full  Power  and  Government  of  the 
King,  (as  they  well  knew)  and  could  eafily  have  taken  away 
their  Lives,  had  they  refus'd  to  condemn  Naboth.  Feo/'i  Aa- 
notations. 
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he  denounc'd  this  heavy  Sentence  againft  him,  '*  That,  in    A.  m. 
«'  the  fame  Manner  that  Dogs  had  lick'd  Naboth'j  Blood.^^^^^'g^^^ 
*'  ihey  Jhould  lick  his  ;  that  all  his  Pofterity  fhould  die  by  the  joo'3,  &c. 
*'  Sword,  and  be  expos'd  without  the  Honour  of  a  decent     From 
«  Funeral ;  and  that,  as  to  his  Wife  Jev^ebel,  ihe  fhould  be^'^^jj^^^^j"^ 
"  devour'd    by  Dogs    near  the   Wall  5/ Jezreel,"  /,  e.   HofiChron. 
where  Naboth  was  judg'd,  and  unjuftly  condemn'd.  ^^'V'Nrf 

Uneasy  at  the  Sight  of  the  Prophet,  and  much  more 
terrify'd  at  his  Denunciations,  Jhab  rent  his  Cloathes,  put 
on  Sack-Cloth,  and  gave  other  Indications  of  his  Sorrow  and 
Humiliation :  But,  as  his  Repentance  was  neither  fincere,  or 
perfevering,  God  (who  might  otherwife  have  revok'd  the 
whole  Sentence)  infli<Sled  Part  of  it  upon  his  Perfon  ;  but 
the  utter  Extirpation  of  his  Family  did  not  happen,  till  the 
Reign  of  his  Son  Jehoraniy  as  we  fhall  fee  in  its  proper 
Place. 

JEHOSHAPHAT,  King  oi  Judah,  fas  we  faidjchofliaphat 
before)  had   imprudently   marry 'd  his  Son   and  Heir  to  this^"''^  '"'"'^ 
wicked  Ahab\  Daughter  ;  and  as  this  Alliance  occafion'd  anf,^^^^^]^J_ 
Interview  between  the  two  Kings,  Jehojhaphat  went  oncmoth-Gi- 
Day  to  Samaria  to  vifit  Ahab,  who  entertain'd  him  and  hisle^d,  ivhcre 
Attendants   very  fplendidly  ;  but,   taking  the  Advantage  oi^'^f^  " 
this  Opportunity,  invited  him  to  go  along  with  him  to  the 
Siege  of  Ramoth-Gilead,  a  Town    in  the  Tribe   of  Gad^ 
which  the    King  of  Syria  unjuftly  detain'd  from  him.     Je- 
hojhaphat agreed  to  attend  him  ;  but  being  loth  to  do  any 
Thing  of  this  Kind  without  a  Divine  Approbation,  he  de- 
fir'd  of  Ahab  to  enquire  of  the  Prophets  concerning  the  E- 
vent  of  this  Expedition.     To  this  Purpofe  Ahab  fummon'd 
together  four  hundred  Priefts  of  the  Goddefs  Ajiarte,  who 
unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  Expedition  would   prove  fuc- 
cefsful ;  but,  as  Jehofljaphat's  Purpofe    was,  not  to  enquire 
of  thefe,  but  of  fome  true  Prophet  of  the  Lord,  with  much 
Difficulty  he  obtain'd  of  Ahab  to  have  Micaiah  produc'd, 

who, 

II  There  is  a  great  Difpute  among  the  Learned,  as  to  the  Ac* 
compliftiment  of  this  Prophecy.  At  firft,  it  was  no  doubt  in- 
tended to  be  literally  fulfilled ;  but,  upon  Ahab\  Repentance, 
(as  we  find  below)  the  Punifhment  was  transferr'd  from  him  to 
his  Son  Jehoram,  in  whom  it  was  adlually  accomphfli'ti  j  for  his 
Jead  Body  nvat  caft  into  the  Portion  of  the  Field  of  Naboth  the 
Jezreelite,  for  the  Dogs  to  devour,  2  Kings  ix.  25.  Since 
Ahab's  Blood  therefore  was  lick'd  by  Dogs,  not  at  Jezreel,  but 
at  Samaria,  it  feems  neceflary  that  we  fhould  underftand  the 
Hebreiu  Word,  which  our  Tranflation   renders   in  the  Place 

V©!..  ly.  v:bere. 
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A.  M.  who,  charging  f  Ahab\  Prophets  with  Falfehood,  foretoldi 

Ant'c^ir'  ^^'^  ^^  Enterprize  would  prove  fatal  to  all  Ifrael^    and  to 

\ooi,&c.  -^hab  in  particular,  and  therefore  he  advis'd  both  the  Kings 

From        to  deflft. 

tofead''  ^fi^^  however,  inftead  of  liftening  to  Micaiah,  or- 
of  zChron.  der'd  him  into  Cuftody,  until  he  fhould  return  in  Peace;  andj 
V,^W>  taking  Jehojhaphat  with  him,  march'd  with  all  his  Forces  to 
the  Siege  :  But  when  he  came  within  Sight  of  the  Enemy's 
Army,  his  Courage  began  to  cool,  and  thinking  to  evade  the 
Force  of  Micaiah's  Prophecy  by  a  Stratagem  of  his  own,  he 
put  himfelf  in  the  Garb  of  a  common  Officer,  and  advis'd 
fehojhaphat  to  fight  in  his  royal  Robes*  The  King  of  Sy- 
ria had  given  particular  Command  to  his  Generals  f  to 
fingle  out  ^Ahab^  and,  if  poffible,  to  kill  him,  as  the  chief 
Author  of  the  War.  At  firft  they  miftook  Jehojhaphat  for 
the  King  of  IfraeU  and  therefore  fell  upon  him  with  great 
Impetuofity  ;  but  perceiving  at  length,  that  he  was  not  the 
Perfon  they  wanted,  they  defifted  from  their  Purfuit  of  him, 
and,  in  Queft  of  Ahab^  bended  their  Courfe  another  Way. 

A  HA  Bt  however,  did  not  gain  much  by  his  politick  Pro- 
jedl,  as  he  thought  it  j  for  he  was  mortally  wounded  by  a 

random 

nuhere,  not  as  denoting  the  Place,  but  the  Mamet-t  ift  which 
the  Thing  was  done ;  and  fo  the  Senfe  of  the  Paffage    will  be, 

That  as  Dogs  licJCd,  or  /«  like  Manner  as  Dogs  lick'd 

Naboth\  Blood,  even  fo  fhall  they  lick  thine,  obferve  what  1  fay> 
eHjen  thine.     Pood  Annotations. 

-f-  Mkaiah\  Anfwer  to  Ahab.  enquiring  of  him  the  Succefs 
of  his  intended  Expedition,  is,  Go,  and  pro/per ;  for  the  Lord 
Jhall deli'ver  the  City  into  iheHands  of  the  King.  I  Kings  xxii.  15. 
which  does  not  at  all  contradidl  the  other  f  rophets,  had  it  been 
fpoken  in  Earneft  j  but  we  have  good  Reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  Words  were  fpoken  ironically ,  and  in  Mockery  to  the  Pro- 
mifes,  which  the  other  Prophets  made  y^^tf^.  Accordingly,  we 
may  obferve,  by  Ahab\  Reply,  tliat  he  ful'pefted  Micaiah''s  Sin- 
cerity, and,  either  by  his  Gefture  or  Manner  of  fpeaking,  ga- 
ther'd,  that  his  Meaning  was  to  traduce  thefe  falfe  Prophets  for 
their  Anfwers.  So  that  Micaiah's  Anfwer  is  in  EfFedt,  as  if  he 
had  faid,— — — •  "  Since  thou  doft  not  feek  to  know  the  Truth, 
"  but  to  pleafe  thyfeif,  go  to  the  Battle,  as  all  thy  Prophets 
"  advife  thee,  expeft  the  Succefs  which  they  promife  thee,  and 
"  try  the  Truth  of  their  Prediftions  by  thy  dear-bought  Expe- 
*'  rience.    Pool's  Annotations. 

■f  This  Benhadad  might  order,  either  in  Policy,  as  fuppofing 
this  to  be  the  beft  and  readieft  Way  to  put  an  End  to  the  War  ; 

en' 
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random  Arrow:  And  tho'  he  was  held  up  in  his  Chariot  for    A.  M. 
fome  Time,  with  his  Face  towards  the  Enemy,  to  encou-  '^1°^;^'^^^ 
rao-e  his  Soldiers,  yet  about  Sun-Set  he  died,  and    a  Retreat  ,00*3,  (sfcl 
was  founded.     His  dead  Body  was  carry'd  to  Samaria,  and      From 
there  bury'd,  and  his  Son  Aha%iah   fucceedtd  him  in  the  \^^^^^^^ 
Kingdom:    But    as  the   Chariot,  wherein  he   was  carry'd, of  a  chron, 
was  all  ftain'd  with  the  Flux    of  Blood  from  his  Wound,  x,v^'Nj 
while  it  was  waftiM  in  a  Pool  near  the  City,  the  Dogs  came 
and  lick'd  it,  that  the  Prophecy  of  Elijah  might  not  akoge-. 
ther  go  unfulfilled. 

As  for  Jehojhaphat,  tho'  he  efcap'd  from  the  Battle,  and  jehofta- 
return'd  in  Peace  to  Jerufalem,  yet  God  fent  the  Prophet  phafj  ivife 
'Jehuy  to  reprove  him  for  his  having  aflifted  Ahah,  who  was  p^Jyv^Try"'* 
*  God's  avow'd  Enemy:  But  this  Fault  he  endeavour'd  to  and  Deatk, 
repair  by  the  good  Orders,  which  he  eftablifli'd  in  his  Do- 
minions, both  as  to  civil  and  religious  Affairs  ;  by  appoint- 
ing honeft  and  able  Judges,  *  and  giving  them  proper  Char- 
ges; 

or  with  a  Defign  to  take  him  Pri/oner,  that  thereby  he  might 
wipe  out  the  Stain  of  his  own  Capti'vity,  and  recover  the  Ho- 
nour and  Advantages  which  he  then  loft.      Poors  Annotations. 

*  Even  common  Reafon  taught  the  Heathens  not  to  make  an/ 
Friendfhip  with  fuch  as  were  Enemies  to  the  Gods,  and  there- 
fore Callitnachus,  in  his  Hymn  to  Ceres^  tells  her, 

"E(»},    /xflj'  0jX0T0»%®',    E/*oj  KaKoyciTovit;  E%9po<. 

Whereupon  the  illuftrious  Spanheim  has  obferv'd  many  fimilar 
Sayings  among  the  Heathens,  and  how  the  antienl  Greeks  ab- 
horr'd  to  lodge  in  the  fame  Houfe,  or  to  eat  at  the  fame  Table, 
with  a  Murthtrer,  or  any  grievous  Criminal,  for  the  fame  Rea- 
fon, perhaps,  that  Horace  has  exprefs'd  upon  the  like  Occafion. 

—  vetabo,  qui  Cereris  facrum 

Vulgarit  Arcanas,  fub  iifdem 

Sit  trabibus,  fragilemve  mecum 
Solvat  phafelum.     Saspe  Diefpiter 
Negledlus  incefto  addidit  integrum : 
Raro  antecedentem  fceleftum 

Deferuit  pede  poena  Claudo.         Lib,  iii.  Ode  2. 

*  The  Charge,  or  folemn  Admonition,  which  Jehojhaphat 

gave  the  Judges,  whom  he  appointed  in  each  City,  runs  in  thefe 

Words,  — .  T^ake  heed  what  ye  do,  for  ye  judge  not  for 

Man,  but  for  the  Lord,  nxjho  is  -with you  in  t he  Judgment ;  nvhere- 
fore  no'vj,  let  the  Fear  of  the  Lord  he  uponyou:  Take  heed  and  do  it-, 
for  there  is  no  Iniquity  nuith  the  Lord  our  God,  nor  RefpeSl  of  Per- 
fons,  nor  taking  of  Gifts,  2  Chron.  xix.  6,  7,  Jt  is  a  remarka- 
ble Saying  of  Cicero^  that  Judge?,  being  fworn   to  do  Juftice, 

Ihouid 
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-  f '  ^'e    ^^^ '  ^^  regulating  the  Difcipline  and  Order  of  the  Prie^s 

aS!  Chrlft.  ^"^  Levites,  and  by  enjoining  them  to  perform  pundually 

1003,  6ff.  their  refpedive  Duties  in  the  Service  of  God.     Nor  was  it 

Froin      long  before  he  experimentally   found  the  Favour  of  God  ex- 

to  the^End '  ^^^^^^  to  him,   in  a  moft   miraculous  Manner,  for  this  his 

of  2  chron.  Reformation.      For    when  the  Moabites   and    Ammonites^ 

L/'WJ  with  their  Auxiliaries^  made  a  formidable  Invafion  upon  his 

Kingdom,  and  he  thereupon  had  appointed  a  publick  Faji^ 

and  apply'd  himfelf  to  God  for  Help  *  by  Humiliation   and 

Prayer, 

fliould  remember,  when  they  come  to  pafs  Sentence,  Deum  ha- 
here  tefiem;  ideji,  ut  ego  arbitror,  mentem  fuam,  qua  nihil  homi- 
»/  dedit  ipfe  Deus  di'vinius.  De  Offic.  lib.  Jii.  c.  1 3.  Where  he 
has  left  us  this  excellent  Inftruftion  likewife,  that  a  Man  mufi  lay 
afide  the  Per/on  of  a  Friend,  ivhen  he  puis  on  the  Per/on  of  a 
Judge.  In  like  Manner,  there  are  feveral  Pa/Tages  in  Heftod,  ad- 
monifhing  thofe,  who  have  the  Adminiilration  of  Jullice,  to 
retain  m  their  Minds  the  Confideration  of  their  Gods  Infpeftionj 
but  one  of  thefe  will  anfwer  to  our  Purpofe, 

Ty'n  Si  oijcviv'  1/70?  yetf  i»  avfipaiTroicrtv  Ioktss 
^A'KKv^^q  T^i^HO-i,   ®(uv  oTTui  a«  tcheyovrei;. 

'Oh  ^ci  (pvXuerffnai  T£  ^ixa?,   x^  a^iTKiot  tfyci, 

De  Oper.  &  Diebus,  lin.  246. 
*  This  Prayer  of  yehcj^aphat's  is  defervedly  accounted  one 
ef  the  moft  excellent,  that  we  meet  with  inyarr^^j'Hiftory.  He 
begins  it  with  an  Acknowledgment  of  God's  fupreme  and  irre- 
fiftible  Power,  which  extends  itfelf  every  where,  over  all  Crea- 
tures in  Heaven  and  Earth,  which  are  every  one  fubjedt   to  his 

Authority O  Lord  God  of  our    Fathers^  art    thou  not 

God  in  Heaven  ?  And  rulefi  not  thou  over  all  the  Kingdoms  of  the 
Heathen  ?  And  in  thine  Hand  is  there  not  Ponver  and  Might,  fa 
that  none  is  able  to  ixithjiand  thee?  Then  he  remembers  the  pe- 
culiar Relation,  wliich  the  People  of  Ifrael  have  to  him;  the 
Promife  he  made  to  Abraham,  as  a  Reward  of  his  Fidelity  ;  and 
x\\QDeed  of  Gift  which  he  convey'd  to  him,  and  his  Pofterity,  of 
this  Country  for  ever ;  Art  thou  not  our  God,  ivho  didji  drive  out 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Latid  before  thy  People  Ifrael,  and  gave  ft  it 
to  the  Seed  of  Abraham,  thy  Friend,  for  ever?  Then  he  reminds 
him  of  the  long  Poffeffion  they  had  had  of  the  Country,  and  of 
the  Temple,  which  Solomon  had  built  for  his  Worlhip,  to  whom, 
at  the  Cojifecration,  (and  therefore,  he  refers  to  Solomon  i  Words 

at 
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Prayer,  he  had  a  moft  gracious  Anfwer  vouchfaf'd  him,  v'i%.    A.  m. 
*rhats  on  the  next  Day,  he  fhould  obtain  a  compkat  Vido-  J^oi.  ^f^ 
ry  without  once  ftriking  a  Stroke,  which  accordingly  came  ic"o3,  ^\' 
to  pafs.     For  when  Jehojhaphat  drew  up  his  Army,  near  the      From 
Place  where  the  Enemy  lay,  he  found  nothing  there   but  ^  ^j"^''  ^'l^- 
dead  Bodies  j  God  having  been  pleas 'd,  before  his  Approach,  of  2  chr"on. 
fo  to  confound  their  Underftanding,  that  being  a  mixt  Mul-  V.yW< 
titude  of  diverfe  Nations,  they,  f   feme  Way  or  other,  by 

Miftake 

at  the  Confccratlon,  l  Kings  viii.)  he  promisM  a  gracious  Re- 
gard to  all  the  Prayers,  that  Ihould  be  ofFer'd  there,  jind  they 
d'welt  therein^  and  ha^ve  built  thee  a  SanSiuary  therein/or  thy 
NamSi  faying,  If^  •when  E'vil  cometh  upon  us,  as  the  Snuord^ 
Judgment,  or  PeJ}ilence,  or  Famine,  nve  Jiand  before  this  Houfe, 
and  in  thy  Prefence  (for  thy  Name  is  in  this  Houfe)  and  cry  unto 
thee  in  our  AfiiElion,  then  thou  ixilt  hear  and  help.  In  the  next 
Place  he  reprefents  the  foul  Ingratitude  of  their  Enemies  in  in- 
vading a  Country,  to  which  they  had  no  Manner  of  Title,  even 
the'  the  Ifraelites  did  them  not  the  leafl;  Harm  when  they  came 
to  take  Pofleffion  of  it,  but  took  the  Pains  to  march  a  long  Way 
about,  to  get  to  it,  rather  than  give  any  Moleftationj  and,  in 
Aggravation  of  their  Wickednefs  in  this  Refpeft,  he  fuggefts, 
that  by  this  Invafion  they  made  an  Attempt,  not  only  upon  the 
Rights  of  the  Ifraelites,  but  upon  God  himfelf,  who  was  the 
great  Lord  and  Proprietor,  from  whom  they  held  the  Land: 
j^ndnoiv  behold  the  Children  of  Ammon,  and  Moab,  and  Mount 
Seir,  ivhom  thou  nuouldji  not  let  Ilrael  in'vade,  ^when  they  came 
out  of  the  Land  of  Egypt,  but  they  turned  from  them,  and  de- 
firoyed  them  not ',  behold,  I  fay,  honu  they  reivard  us,  to  come  to 
cajl  us  out  of  thy  PoJJeJJion,  'which  thou  ga'veji  us  to  inherit. 
Then  he  appeals  to  the  Juftice  of  God,  the  righteous  Judge, 
who  helps  thofe  that  fuffer  Wrong,  efpecially  when  they  have 
no  other  Helper :  For  this  is  the  laft  Argument  he  makes  Ufe 
of,  to  conciliate  the  Divine  Affiftance,  even  the  weak  Condition 
wherein  he  and  his  People  were,  which  made  them  the  Objefts 
of  the  Divine  Pity,  efpecially  fince  they  plac'd  their  Hope  and 
Confidence  in  him  alone.  O  Lord,  our  God,  'vjilt  thou  not  judge 
them?  For  I'je  ha've  no  Might  againji  this  great  Company,  that 
cometh  again/}  us,  neither  kno'VJ  ive  ivhat  to  do,  but  cur  Eyes  are 
upon  thee.  2  Chron.  xx.  1 2,  fifr.  with  Patrick's  Commentary 
on  the  Words. 

-}-  The  Words  in  the  Text  are,  The  Lord  fet  Ambujhments  a* 
gainji  the  Children  of  Ammon,  Moab,  and  Mount  Seir,  ivhich 
nuere  coirie  againft  Judah,  and  they  <zvere  fmitten,  2  Chron.  xx. 
22.     And  there  are  two  Ways,  wherein  this  Slaughter  may  be 

Vol.  IV.  G  fuppos'd 
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A.  M.    Miftake  fell  a  flaying,  and  deftroying  one  another;  fo  that 

A°°'c]^if*  l^^'^fl^'^P^^U  ^nd  his  People,  had  nothing  elfe  to  do,  but  to 

loo-i,  ^c.  carry  ofF  the  Arms,  and  Spoils  of  the  Dead,  wherein   they 

From       cmploy'd    themfelves  for  three  whole   Days,  and,    on   the 

'  ^'"Sy''-yi!a7-^/;,  meeting  in  a  Valley,  (which,  from  this  Event,  was 

©f  2  Chron.  Called  afterwards  the  Valley   of  Blejfing)  they  gave  folcmn 

\^>r\J  Thanks  to  God  for   this  l)eli\'erarce  ;  and,  not   long  after, 

y^ho/haphaty  with  his  vidlorious  Troops,  entering  ^fcriifalem 

in  Triumph,  was  rcceiv'd  with  the  joyful  Acclamations  of 

his  People,  and  ftruck  fuch  Terror  into  all  the  neighbouring 

Nations,  that,  for  the  Remainder  of  his  Rtign,  hem.et  witfi 

no  Molcftation. 

One  Lofs  however  he  had,  towards  the  Conclufion  of 
his  Reign,  f  in  joining  with  Ahaziab^  King  of  IfraeU  to 
equip  out  a  Fleet  in  the  Port  of  E-zion-  Geber,  in  order  to  go 
to  Tarjhijh ;  for  the  whole  Fleet  was  dafh'd  in  Pieces  upon  a 
Ridge  of  Rocks,  that  lay  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Harbour, 
before  they  ever  got  to  Sea.  But,  as  Jehojhaphot  was  af- 
terwards convinc'd,  that  this  was  a  Judgment  of  God  upon 
him  for  entering  into  Partnerjhip  with  an  impious  Prince, 
(as  Jhaziah  certainly  was)  the  next  Fleet  he  fet   out  was 

from 

fuppos'd  to  have  happened:    Either,    tft.  By  the  Miniflry  of 
-^  God's  Angels,  who  might  appear  in  the  Shape  of  Men,    and, 

putting  on  the  Appearance  of  Moabites  or  Ammonites,  might 
fmite  fome  Part  of  the  Army  privately,  and  they,  fuppofing 
this  to  be  done  by  their  Neighbours,  might  turn  about,  and  fall 
upon  them  like  Enemies,  and  fo  break  forth  into  mutual  Slaugh- 
ters :  Or,  2d.  By  fome  Jealoufies  and  Animofities  among  them- 
felves, which,  by  Degrees,  brake  forth,  firft  into  fecret  Am- 
bufhments,  which  one  Party  laid  for  another,  and  then  into  open 
Hoftilities  and  Outrages  to  their  total  Deflrudlion.  So  eafy  a 
Thing  it  is  for  God  to  defeat  his  Enemies,  who  can,  when  he 
pleafe?,  infatuate  their  Defigns,  or  arm  their  own  Paffions 
and  Miftakes  againil  them  !  /'oc/'s  Annotations  on  2  Chron.  xx. 
22. 

f  This  certainly  was  a  great  Weaknefs  in  him,  to  make 
Friendihip  with  the  Son,  when  he  had  been  fo  fliarply  reprov'd 
for  joining  with  his  Father  Ahab,  efpeciaily  fince  the  Son  was 
as  great  an  idolater,  as  the  Father  ;  but  into  this  he  was  be- 
tray'd  by  the  il'^ffinity,  that  was  between  them  ;  and  though  he 
did  not  join  with  him  in  War,  but  only  in  Trade,  yet  God 
was  neverchelefs  difpleas'd  with  him,  which  Ihews  how  dange- 
rous a  Thing  it  is  to  have  too  near  a  Familiarity  or  Commerce 
with  Idolaters,  or  any  other  very  wicked  Men.  PairiclCi  Com- 
mentary. 
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from  his  other  Port  of  E/ah^  wherein  he  fufFer'd  Jhaziah  to    A.  M. 
have  no  Concern,  and  therefore  came  ofFwith  better  Sue- ^'^^^''^^^f* 
cefs.     The  Truth  isj  Jchcjkaphat  was  a  religious  and  good  loo--,  &c'. 
Prince,  a  zealous  and  great  Refcrmer^  and  yet  the  People      From 
ftill  retain'd  a  Kindnefs  for  the  High-Places.     He  li v'd  >;<- j/^'jf  ^H'^' 
/y,  and  reign'd  twenty-five  ^   Years;  was  bury'd  in  the  City  of  2  chron. 
of  David,  and  fucceeded  by  his  Son  'Jehoram.  -•■         »_/ 

His  Father  Jehojhaphat  had   fix  other   Sons;     but,  ^^^[J'/l"^',- 
give  no  Umbrage   for  Sufpicion,  he  had,  in  his  Life-Time, /^"^'t^Jio.  '* 
remov'd  them  from   all  publick  Bufinefs,  made   them  Go- ram,  -who 
vernors  of  fenc'd  Cities,  and  given  them   feparate  Fortunes^'""^'^* 
of  their  own.       But,    notwithftanding  all  this   Precaution,  purines  li-v'd 
as  foon  as  "Jehoram  was  fettled  on  the  Throne,  he  murther'd  ivickedly, 
all   his  Brothers,  and  feveral  chief  Men  in  Ijrad,  who  (as^"^  '^'^'^  j 
he  fufpedled)  either  adher'd  to  their  Party,  or  were  likely  [q""'^'"'"  ^ 
revenge  their  Deaths. 

During   thefe  cruel  Proceedings  in  the  very  Beginning 
©f  his  Reign^  he  had  a   f  Letter  fent  him  from  Elijah^ 

G  2  where- 

■f-  Now  fince  it  is  plain,  from  2  Kings  ii.  11,  l^c.  that  Eli- 
jah was  taken  up  into  Heaven,  in  the  Time  of  Jehojhaphat, 
the  Queftion  is,  How  could  Elijah  fend  his  Son  a  Letter?  For 
Rcfolution  to  this,  Joftphui  and  others  imagine,  that  this  Wri- 
ting was  indited  in  Heaven,  where  Elijah  now  is,  and  fent  to 
Jehoram  by  the  Miniftry  of  Angels,  But  there  is  no  Reafon  to 
iuppofe,  that  fo  Angular  a  Miracle  was  wrought  in  Favour  of  aa 
idolatrous  Prince,  ^jnho  had  Mofes  and  the  Prophets,  which  (in 
our  Sanjiour^  Opinion)  were  fufhcient  to  inltrudl  him  in  all 
Points  neceffary  to  Salvation,  and  needed  not  any  additional 
Writing  to  be  fent  him  from  the  other  World.  Others  therefore 
are  of  Opinion,  that  this  Letter  was  written  before  Elijah"* 
Afcenfion  into  Heaven  ;  that,  forefeeing  by  the  Spirit  of  Pro- 
phecy the  great  Wickednefs  Jehoram  would  fall  into,  he  dicta- 
ted the  Contents  hereof  to  one  of  the  Prophets,  charging  him 
to  put  them  down  in  Writing,  to  fend  them  in  a  Leuer  to  Je- 
horam, when  he  grew  as  impious  as  is  here  related,  and  to  let 
him  know  withal,  that  Eljah  commanded  this  Writing  to  be 
deliver'd  to  him,  upon  Prelumption  that  it  would  afFett  him  the 
more,  as  it  came  from  a  Perfon  that  was  tranflated  into  Heaven. 
But  this  Notion  has  no  better  Foundation  than  the  other :  For 
Prophets  were  fent  to  thofe,  who  liv'd  in  their  own  Age,  to 
declare  unto  them  the  Will  of  God,  not  to  write  Letters,  fit 
to  be  deliver'd  only  when  they  had  departed  out  of  this  Life. 
God  never  left  himfelf  without  a  Witnefs ;  and  at  this  Time, 
more  efpecially,  there  were  Prophets  in  Abundance  :  And  there- 
fore, others  have  fuppos'd,  that  there  has  been  aMiftake  in  the 

Traa- 
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too^"  ©•'.    ^'^^'■^^"  ^^  upbraided  him  with  the  Murther  of  his  Brothers, 

An°t.  Chrif!  ^"'^  ^'s  Departure  from  the  Religion  of  his  Ancejiors ;  and 

loo^,  £ff.  wherein  f   he  threaten'd  him  with   a  fore  Difeafe  in   his 

I  KinTviii  ^°'^^^5'    ^"'^   ^'s  Wives,  his  Children,   and    People,    with 

to  th?End'' J"^g'^e"ts  of  feveral  Kinds,  which  God    would  fend  upon 

of  7.  Chron.  them  :  Nor  was  it  long  before  thefe  Threats  began  to  ope- 

U^OTv^  rate.     The  Edomites,    who  had  all  along  been  fubjeft  to 

the  Houfe   of  David^    rebelled  ;    and  having  expell'd    his 

Deputy,  made  themfelves  a  King  of  their  own,  and  were 

never  again  fubjea  to  the  Jewijh  Yoke.     Libnah,  a  City  in 

his  own  Dominions,  fhook  off  its  Allegiance,  and  refus'd  to 

acknowledge  him  any  longer  for  its  Sovereign.     The  Phi- 

lijlines  and  Arabians  made  Inroads   upon   his  Territories^ 

ravag'd   the  Country,  plunder'd   his  Palace,  and  carry'd  a- 

way  his  very  Wives  and  Children,  fo  that  they  left  none, 

except  Jehoahaz  the  youngeft  ;  and  (to  compleat  his  Mife- 

ry)  after  God  had  afflided   him  with   a   cruel   Dyfentery, 

which  for  two  Years  grievoufly  tormented  him,  and  brought 

him  at  laft  to  his  Grave,  he  died,  without  being  fo  much 

as  lamented  by  his  Subjeds ;  and,  after  a  Life  of  forty,  and 

a  Reign  of  eight.  Years,  being  bury'd  indeed  in  the  City  of 

David,  (but  not  in   any  of  the  royal  Sepulchres)  was  fuc- 

ceeded  by  his  Son  Jehoahaz.     But  to  return  to  the  Hiftory 

of  King  Ahaziah. 

t^cifld  .    ^fi^ZIAH,  as  we  faid,  fucceeded  his  Father  Ahah 

inglorious     in  the  Kmgdom  of  Ifraely  in  the  feventeenth  Year  of  Je- 

^"S"'  hojhaphaffi 

Tranfcriber,  and  the  Name  of  Elijah  put  for  that  of  Elijha ;  or 
that  the  E/iJah,  by  whom  this  Letter  was  fent,  was  not  the  Pro- 
phet, who  was  taken  up  into  Heaven,  but  another  of  that 
Name,  who  liv'd  in  the  fubfequent  Age,  and  was  contemporarT' 
with  Jehoram.  Which  of  thefe  Conjeaures  (for  ConjeaurcB 
they  are  all)  feems  moft  feafible,  we  are  at  Liberty  to  chufe, 
fmceany  of  them  is  fufHcient  to  folve  theabove-mention'd  Dif- 
ficulty.    Le  CIerc\  and  Patrick's  Commentaries. 

f  There  was  no  Calamity  that  could  be  thought  of  (as  feveral 
have  obferv'd)  which  did  not  bcfalJ  this  wicked  Prince.  His 
Kmgdom  wasdellroy'd,  and  depopulated  by  the  fierceft  Nations  i 
his  Treafures  ranfack'd  ;  his  Wives  carry'd  into  Captivity  j  his 
Children  flain J  himfelf  afflifted  with  afore  Difeafe  for  two 
Years;  and,  when  he  was  dead,  deny'd  the  Honour  of  a  Royal 
Sepulture,  fuch  as  his  Father  had.  All  which  Calamities  were 
threaten'd  in  this  Writing  fent  him  in  the  Name  of  Elijah,  that 
he  might  not  think  that  they  came  by  Chance,  but  by  the  fpe- 
cial  Direaion  of  Almighty  God,  as  a  Punifhment  for  his  Im- 
piety.    Patrick'^  Commentary  on  2  Chron,  xxi.  14. 
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hofoaphai^  Reign,  and  was  not  a   whit   behind  him   in  all     A.  M. 
Manner  of  Wickednefs.     But,  as  his  Reign  was  but  fhort,  A°nT  c^ff 
(in  the  whole,  not  above  the  Space  of  two  Yearsj  (o   was  1003,  &ff*~ 
it  inglorious  and  full  of  Trouble.     For,  in  the  firft  Year  of     Ffof"  .._ 
his  Reign,  the  Moabites,  who  had  always  been  obedient  to  [^  th"^End'* 
the  Kings   of  Ifrael  from  the  firft   Separation  of  the   two  of  a  Chvca. 
Kingdoms,  took  now  an  Opportunity  to  revolt,  nor  had  VVNJ 
he  Power  to  reduce  them  to  their  Subjedtion  :  For,  in   the 
fecond  Year  of  his  Reign,  he  receiv'd  fuch  a  Hurt  by  a  Fall 
from   t  the  Terras  of  his  Houfe,  as  reduc'd  him  to  a  very 
bad  State  of  Health.     In  this  Condition  he  fent  to  *  Baal- 
G  3  zebuby 

■f-  In  the  Eafern  Countries  the  Roofs  of  the  Houfes  were  flat, 
and  furrounded  with  a  Battlement  to  prevent  falling  from  them, 
becaufe  it  was  a  cuftomary  Thing  for  People  to  walk  upon  them, 
in  order  to  take  the  Air.  Now,  in  this  Battkment  we  may  fup- 
pofe  that  there  were  fome  wooden  Lattices  for  People  to  look 
through,  of  equal  Height  with  the  Parapet  Wall,  and  that  A- 
haziah  negligently  leaning  on  it  (as  it  was  rotten  and  infirm)  it 
broke  down,  and  let  him  fall  into  the  Court,  or  Garden,  be- 
longing to  his  Houfe.  Or  there  is  another  Way  whereby  h« 
might  fall.  In  thefe  flat  Roofs,  there  was  generally  an  Open- 
ing, which  ferv'd  inftead  of  a  Sky-light  to  the  Houfe  below, 
and  this  Opening  might  be  done  over  with  Lattice-nuork,  which 
the  King,  as  he  was  carclefly  walking,  might  chance  to  Hep  up- 
on, and  flip  through.  Nor  is  there  any  Abfurdity  in  fuppofing 
fuch  Latticenuork  in  a  King's  Palace,  when  the  World  was  not 
arriv'd  to  that  Height  of  Art  and  Curiofuy,  that  we  find  it  ia 
now.  PooVi  Annotations,  and  Calmet's  Diflert.  fur  les  Edifices 
des  anciens  Hehreus. 

*  The  Word  fignifies,  the  God  of  Flies  ;  but  how  this  Idol 
came  to  obtain  that  Name,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  a  Matter  to  difco- 
ver.  Several  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  God  was  called  Baal- 
fcmin,  the  Lord  of  Hea<ven,  but  that  the  ^^auj,  by  Way  of  Con- 
tempt, gave  it  the  Name  of  Baal  Zebub,  or  the  Lord  of  a  Fly, 
a  God  that  was  nothing  worth,  or  (as  others  fay)  whole  Tem- 
ple was  filled  with  Flies  ;  whereas  the  Temple  of  Jerufalem 
(notwithflanding  all  the  Sacrifices  that  were  there  daily  ofFer'd) 
never  once  had  a  Fly  in  it,  as  their  Dodors  relate.  The  facred 
Writings  indeed,  when  they  fpeak  of  the  Gods  of  the  Heathens^ 
very  frequently  call  them  in  general.  Idols,  Vanity,  Abomina- 
tions, Sec.  but  they  never  change  their  proper  Names  into  fuch, 
as  are  of  an  opprobrious  Import ;  neither  can  we  think  it  likely, 
that  the  King  of  Ifrael  would  have  called  the  God  of  Ekton, 
for  whom  he  had  fo  high  a  Veneration,  as  to  confult  him  in  his 
Sickncfs,    by  any  Apptllation  of  Contempt,    Whoever  confi. 

dwa 
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A.  M.  zebuhy  the  God  of  Ekron  f,  to  kr.ow  if  he  fhould  reco" 
A^-u'c^if  ^'^^ »  ^"'■'  ^^  ^otJ's  Appointment,  the  Prophet  Elijah  was 
J  003,  fefc  fent 

From 

^^,'"^''"' ders  what  troublefome  and  deftruflive  Creatures  (efpecially  in 
of  2  Chron.  ^omc  hot  Creatures)  Flies  are  known  to  be  ;  in  whac  vail  Swarms 
they  fomecinies  fetde,  and  not  only  devour  all  tlie  Fruits  of  the 
Earth,  but  in  many  Phices  occafion  a  noifom  Peltilence  ;  may 
realonably  fappofe,  that  the  Heathins  had  a  proper  Deity,  to 
whom  they  made  their  Addrelles,  either  for  the  Prevention,  or 
Removal,  of  this  fore  Plague.  And  accordingly  we  are  told  by 
Pliny,  (lib.  xxix.  c.  6.)  that,  when  there  was  a  Plague  in  y^6-;V^, 
occafion'd  by  vaft  Quantities  of  FJies,  aficr  that  the  People  had 
facrific'd  to  the  God  Achore  (he  fhould  have  faid  the  God  of  E- 
kron,  for  there  is  a  plain  Affinity  between  their  Names)  the  Flies 
all  died,  and  the  Dillemper  was  excinguiih'd.  Now  it  was  a 
known  Maxim  of  the  Heathen  Theology,  that,  as  all  Plagues 
were  inflicted  by  fome  evil  Daemon  or  other,  fo  all  evil  Daemons 
were  under  the  Reftraint  of  fome  fuperior  one,  who  is  their 
Prince  and  Ruler.  As  therefore  Pluto  was  known  to  be  the  God 
of  Helly  and  to  have  all  the  mifchievous  Band  of  Spirits  under 
his  Controul ;  to  him  the  Heathens  us'd  to  pray,  and  offer  Sa- 
crifices, that  he  might  not  fufFer  any  of  his  inferior  Agents  to 
jnflift  this  heavy  Judgment  upon  them.  They  worfhipp-d  him, 
I  fay,  not  to  engage  him  to  do  them  any  Good,  but  to  prevail 
with  him  to  do  them  no  Harm  ;  and  accordingly  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  every  Thing  in  their  Service  was  dark  and  gloomy. 
Their  Offerings  were  in  the  Night. 

Turn  Regi  Stygio  nodurnas  inchoat  aras.     Virg.  &xi.  vi. 
Their  Viftims  were  black, 

■■  ■  " —  . -Hue  ca.fta  Sybilla 

Nigrantum  multo  Pecudum  tefanguine  ducet.  Ibid.  ^n.  r» 
And  the  Blood  let  into  a  deep  Ditch, 

' • Cultros  in  Guttera  velleris  atri 

Conjicit,  &patulasperfun.dit  fanguinc  FofTas. 

Ovid.  Met.  lib.  vii. 
Such  good  Reafon  have  we  to  think,  that  the  Baal-'zebub,  \vi. 
Scripture  called  the  Prince  of  the  Devils,  was  the  very  fame  with 
the  Pluto,  whom  the  Heathens  made  the  God  of  Hell,  and 
worfhipp'd  in  this  Manner.  Patrick^  and  Le  Clerc''s  Com- 
mentaries, and  Jurieu  Hift.  des  Dogmes  &  Cukes.  Part.  iv. 
f.  3,  i^c. 

■\  Ekron  was  a  City  and  Qovemment  of  the  Philifiines,  which 
fell  by  Lot  to  the  Tribe  of  Judah,  in  the  firft  Divifion  made  by 
Jojhua,  Jolh.  XV.  45.  but  was  afterwards  given  up  to  the  Tribe 
of  Dan,  Jofh.  xix.  43.  tho'  it  does  not  appear  from  Hiftoryg 
that  the  Jenjcs  ever  had  a  peaceable  PofTefhon  of  it.  It  was  ^- 
^uated  ocar  the  MciHterraneaaS^aj    heiwc&a  4^JoJ  and  ^agf^ 
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fent  to  meet  his  MefTengers,  and  f  to  turn  them  back  with     a.  m. 
this  Anfvver,  that  the  King  /hould  certainly  die.     The  I^'^ef-^'^'^''^.^^ 
feno-ers  coming   back  much   fooner   than  was  expedled  ac-  ico-;,  fev'. 
quainted  the  King  with  the  Reafon  of  it ;  and  he,   *  by  their      ^'^o'"  ... 
Defcription,  underflanding  that   it    was  Elijah,    who   fent  [^  ,he^Enj"* 
him    this  Meflage,    immediately   difpatch'd  a  Captain  with  of  2  Cliron. 
fifty  Soldiers  to  apprehend  him  ;  but,  upon  their  Approach,  '-/"Y'Nj 
the  Prophet  commanded  Fire  to  come  down  from  Heaven, 
and  dcftroy  them.     The  like  he  did  to  another  Captain,  and 
his  Company  ;  but,  when  the  third  came  in  a  more  fubmif- 
five  Manner,  and  begg'd  his  Life,  and  the  Lives  of  his  Sol- 
diers, t  Elijah  went  with  him   to  the  King,  and  told  him 
G  4  from 

nia,  in  a  moift  and  hot  Soil,  and  was  therefore  very  much 
infetted  with  Flies.  Calmet''i  Didionary,  and  Patricks  Com- 
mentary. 

f  It  may  feem  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  Aha%iah\  Meffcrocrs 
Ihould  Hop  their  Journey  to  Ekron,  at  Elijah's  Command  ;  i.<ut 
he  was  a  Man  of  fuch  a  venerable  Prefence,  and  fpake  to  them 
with  fuch  Authority  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  that  they  were 
over-aw'd  thereby  to  obey  him,  rather  than  the  King.  Patrick's 
Commentary. 

*  The  Defcription,  which  the  Meflengers  give  of  Elijah^ 
is,  ■■  That  he  ^was  an  hairy  Man,    and  girt  ivith  a  Gir- 

die  of  Leather  about  his  Loins,  2  Kings  i.  8.  where  his  being  an 
hairy  Man,  may  cither  denote  his  wearing  long  Hair  on  his 
Head,  and  his  Beard,  as  the  antient  Greek  Philofophers  were 
wont  to  do,  and  as  Lucan  defcribes  Cato, 

Jntenfos  rigidam  in  frontem  defcendere  canos 
Faffus  erat,  mceftamque  genis  increfcere  barbam  : 
Or  it  may  denote  his  Habit,  which  was  made  of  Skins,  rough, 
and  with  their  Hair  on  ;  as  the  antient  Heroes  v/ere  cloathM  in 
the  Skins  of  Lions.  Tigers,  and  Bears ;  as  the  Evangelift  rc- 
prefents  the  BaptiJI  in  a  Raiment  ofCameTs  Hair,  Matth.  iii.  4. 
as  the  Apoftle  defcribes  the  Prophets,  nuandering  about  in  Sheep- 
Skins,  andGoat-SkinSy  Heb.  xi.  37.  and  as  Statius  drelTes  up 
old  Tirefias, 

•  longasvi  vatis  opacos 

Tireliae  vultus,  vocemque  &  vellera  nota 

Induitur. •  Theb.  lib.  ii. 

•f;  This  is  a  great  Inftance  of  the  Prophet's  Faith  and  Obe- 
dience to  God,  in  whom  he  trailed,  that  he  would  deliver  him 
from  the  Wrath  of  the  King,  and  the  Pvlalice  of  JexebeL  He 
had  order'd,  not  long  before,  all  the  Prophets  of  Baal  to  be 
(lain  ;  had  fent  a  very  unwelcome  MefTage  to  the  King ;  and 
now  made  a  very  terrible  Execution  upon  two  of  his  Captainsy 

and 
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30^;,  t'c,  ^'■°"^  ^'^^1^  Mouth,  what  he  had  before  told  the  Me/Ten' 
Ant.  Chnf.  ^rs,  which  accordingly  came  to  pafs;  for  he  died  a  fhort 
aooj  6.  Time  after,  and  having  no  Son  of  his  own,  was,  ||  in  the 
3  Ki::g?viii/;7^^f  Y^^^f  J^horam  Son  of  JehoJhapha\  King  of  jl 
to  the  End  ^^^^>  Succeeded  by  his  Brother  7<?/;cr^;«    '  5       y« 

C-S^:of  %1Y  'iT- w^'r^pS  °^.  ^^^  +  ^'^''g"  ^  >^^-^''^  King 
Eli^h^'^^  -^^^^^^  ^^i/^^-'  fhe  Prophet  was  tranflated  into  Heaven 

!;:rfe  God, 

</^^  0/;...     77^  '°  apprehend  the  utmoft  Ex'preflions  of  the  King's  Dif- 

Clar  d  to  lus  Mefengen.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

II  How  coald  7./...^«,  the  Brother  of  .^/.^^/^^,  begin  his 
Ke.gn  :n  //.../  ,n  the  y2W  Year  of  Jehora^:,  the  Son ^of  7  ! 
hojhaphat  v^hcnj^^  read  foon  after,  that  he  began  to  rein 
ov^rljr.el,  i,   the   eishfeenth   of  J./../..^^  Kinf  of  >^lf 

tI^I^Vk'"'^  '"'"°^^'^  ^^^"'  ^'-^V^^-i  the  Son  of 
Mofiapbat    h,g^n  to  reign  over  >/^/,,  in  the///^  Year  of 
Jchorav:,    KAX^g  oi  Ifrael  ?    2  Kings  viii.   i6.     Now,  it  is  bu 
■    whT  F'nr"  ^Y'^/^-^^declaf'd  his   Son  >>^..;:' King 
For   he  W     r;  '^"5  '"'^  ^^'^n'd  in  Conjundion  with  h.m 

fhe  t?/v  %  V  ;^°"  °^c^^^^'  "^'g^^  b^S''^  hi«  Reign  in 
the  A.W  Year  of  Je/.or^^  Son  of  Jehofiapht,  viz.  in  the  /.- 

Zi  7  r  "'  '.'  '"f  2  ft  ^'^  ^^^h-'  -ho  ;as  then  ahVe  , 
^n<i  j.hora^  Son  of  Jehojhaphat,  may  be  faid  to  have  begun 
h.  Reign  in  l\..fiftho^  J^horam  the  Son  of  Mah,  meaning  the 

Prt  es)  wle^-t  /t"^  '"^  ^^^"^^  ^^^  ^^^"  ^^  other%..V«../ 
rrinces)  were  accuftom'd  to  appoint  their  Succeffors,  apd.  even 
during  their  Life  Time  to  give  them  fome  Share  in  the  iw^ 
Irauon,  is  pkin  from  feveral  Inftances  :  And  that  JehoMat 

jeems  to  be  intimated  in  z  Chron.  xxi.  3.  where  it  is  faid    that 

mdga^eGfs  to  the  reft  of  his  Sons,  who.  being  man^mS 
perhaps  be  forming  Parties,  and  entering  into  Cabals  a^bo^t  fhe 
Succeffion  to  the  Kingdom ;  and  therefore,  to  pat  an  End  to  all 
felfwasr^it'  It^'-^t'  'ff'  ^^^-^-  King,"4t  him! 

t  To  prevent  Confufion,  the  Reader  is  defir'd  to  take  No 
Pf  Vo    >i"  '''  ''"f  of  this  Hiilory.  there  is  Mention  m^J; 

el  two  M^ram,  vyhp  xjy^n'i  ^^  about  ih?  fame  Time  | 
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God,  very  likely,  had  given  him  fome  Intimation  of  the    A.  M. 
Time,  when  this  miraculous  Event  fhould  happen  ;    and  Anc!'ch^Hft. 
therefore,  before  his  Departure,  he  vifited  the  Sons  of  thciooj,  &f<:.* 
Prophets,  that  w^ere  at  Bethel  and  Jericho^  and  took  his      From 
Leave  of  them  v^\^  fuch  Solemnity,  that  they  began  to  fuf-to^hy/J* 
pcd  that  this  was  the  laft  Vifit,  he  intended  to  make  them  \  of  z  chron. 
^nd  accordingly  f  appris'd  Elifia  of  it,  who  thereupon  de-  »>''YNJ 
termin'd  not   to  leave   his  Mafter,  as  long  as  he  continu'd 
upon  Earth. 

With  this  Refolution  he  fet  forward  with  Elijah^  who 
was  now  fhaping  his  Courfe  towards  his  native  Country  of 
Gileady  from  whence  he  was  to  be  tranflated  ;  and  as  they 
were  to  pafs  over  the  fordan,  Elijah  f  with  his  Mantlq 
ftruck  the  Waters,  which  inftantly  divided  into  two  Parts, 
fo  that  they  went  over  on  dry  Ground. 

When  they  had  pafs'd  the  River  in  the  Sight  of  fifty  of 

th« 


one,  the  fecond  Son  of  Ahaby  who  fucceeded  his  Brother 
Ahaxiah,  and  was  King  of  Ifrael;  and  the  other,  who  was 
Son  and  Heir  to  Jehojhaphat,  and  reign'd  in  Judah  j  both  very 
wicked  Princes,  and  therefore,  the  greater  Care  fhould  be  taken, 
that  their  Adions  be  not  blended  together. 

f  The  Expreflion  in  the  Text  is,  —  Knoivefl  thou,  that 

the  Lord  ijoill  take  a'vjay  thy  Majler  from  thy  Head  to- day? 
z  Kings  ii.  3.  Where  the  Sons  of  the  Prophets  allude  to  their 
Manner  of  fitting  in  their  School,  For  the  Scholars  us'd  to  fit 
he/o-iv  their  Matters  Feet,  and  the  Matters  above  over  their 
Heads,  when  they  taught  them  :  And  therefore,  the  Senfe  of  the 
Words  is,  that  God  <vjould  depri-ve  Elifha  of  his  Majier  Elijah'/ 
InJiruSlions,  viz.  by  a  fudden  Death.  For  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  had  any  Notion  of  his  Tranjlation ;  fo  far  from  this, 
that  they  defir'd  Leave  to  fend  out  fome  to  feek  for  him,  if 
perad^ventHre  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  had  taken  him  up,  and  caft 
him  upon  fome  Mountain,  or  into  fome  Valley,  2  Kings  ii.  16. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

-f  In  thefe  two  Books  of  Kings,  there  is  Mention  made  five 
Times  of  this  Mantle  ;  and,  in  every  Place,  it  is  called  Ada- 
reth,  which  denotes  a  royal,  as  well  as  a  prophetical.  Robe.  The 
Septuagint  always  tranflate  it  by  the  Word  (/.eXunrj,  which  pro- 
perly fignifies  the  prophetical  Mantle,  made  of  Lamb-Skins,  be- 
ing a  Kind  of  upper  Garment  thrown  over  the  Shoulders,  and 
(as  fome  think)  reaching  down  to  the  Heels  ;  though  other$ 
take  it  for  no  more  than  a  leathern  Jacket  to  keep  out  Rain, 

Ad  fubitas  nui^uatn  Scortea  de£t  A^uas.    Makt.  Lib,  14, 
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A.  M.  the  +  Sons  of  the  Prophets,  and  as  they  drew  near  to  the 
Ani'chtU  ^"^^  ^^  Elijah's  Afcenfion,  EUjha  requcfted  of  him,  that 
1C03,  &c.  '  the  fame  Gift  of  Prophecy,  which  God  had  been  pleas'd  to 
From  beftow  on  him,  might  be  f  communicated  to  him,  in  a 
to^he^End"  ^^''S^^  Meafwe,  than  to  the  other  Prophets ;  which  the  o- 
of  2  Chron.  ther  did  not  pofitively  promifc,  but  told  him  however, 
that,  if  he  happen'd  to  fee  him  when  he  came  to  be 
tranllated,  this  would  be  a  good  Sign,  that  God  would  not 
refufe  him  his  Recjueft :  And  while  they  were  thus  going  on, 

and 


\  By  the  Sons  of  the  Prophets,  we  are  to  underftand  the 
Scholars  of  the  Prophets,  fuch  as  they  educated  and  train'd  up 
in  Religion  and  Virtue,  upon  whom  God  by  Degrees  beilow'd 
the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  and  whom  the  fuperior  Prophets  em- 
ploy'd  in  the  fame  Capacity,  as  the  Apoftles  did  the  EvangehJIs, 
•piz.  to  publifh  their  Prophecies  and  Inftruftions  to  the  People, 
m  the  Places  where  they  themfelves  could  not  go.  Nor  is  it 
any  fmall  Teftimony  of  God's  Love  to  an  JpofatePeoTple,  that, 
in  theie  corrupt  Times,  and  in  that  very  Place,  where  the  golden 
Calves  were  worfhipp'd,  he  ftiil  continu'd  the  Schools  of  the 
Prophets,  in  order  to  recover  them  from  Idolatry.  Nay,  (what 
IS  very  remarkable)  there  were  Prophets  of  greater  Excel- 
Jency  for  their  Miracles  in  Ifracl,  than  were  in  fudah,  becaufe 
they  needed  them  more,  both  to  turn  their  hard  Hearts  from 
the  Worfliip  of  Idols,  and  to  prelerve  the  pious  Perfoiis,  that 
remain'd  among  them,  from  deferting  their  Religion.  Patrick\ 
Commentary. 

•f-  The  Words  in  the  Text  are, ' ■  Let,  I  pray  thee,  a 

double  Portion  cf  thy  Spirit  be.  upon  ffie  ',  where  fome  learned 
Men  are  of  Opinion,  that  thia  Requeft  in  Eiijha  would  be  ar- 
rogant, it  the  Words  vvere  to  be  taken  in  their  mod:  obvious 
Senfe ;  and  therefore  they  refer  them  to  Elifhas  School felloi-'js, 
whom  he  defires  to  furpafs  in  all  prophetick  Gifts,  as  much  as 
the  Firjl-Born  did  excel  the  other  Children  in  his  Portion  of 
the  Inheritance.  But,  being  i'/Z/fl^  had  no  other  6'af<-i^r,  upon 
whom  he  was  to  bellow  any  prophetick  Gifts,  but  Eli/ha  ;  we 
cannot  fee  why  EliJha  may  not  be  faid  to  have  a  double  Por- 
tion of  the  prophetick  Spirit,  fince  it  is  evident  he  did  many 
more  Miracles  than  Elijah  did,  and,  even  after  his  Death,  ex- 
erted a  Divine  Power  in  raifing  the  dead  Man,  2  Kings  xiii.  21. 
Had  he  defired  this  double  Portion  indeed  out  of  a  Principle  of 
Vain-Glory,  there  might  then  be  fomething  faid  againft  his  Re- 
quell  ;  but  fince  he  did  it  with  a  pure  Intent  to  become  thereby 
more  ferviceable  in  his  Generation,  we  cannot  perceive  why  he 
was  to  blame  in  requeuing  what  our  blefled  Sa^viour  granted  to 
his  Apoftles,  <viz..  the  Power  of  working  greater  Miracles  than 
he  himfelf  did.     Le  Clerc'i  and  Calnut^  Commeataries. 
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and  talking,  there  appear'd  as  it  were,  a  bright  Charict,  and    A.  M. 
Horfes,  running  towards  them  on  the  Ground,    and,  ccrning    ',^^^'^.j^^[^^ 
between  them,  parted  them.     *   For  Elijah    mounted  chei.cc'.  &c.' 
Chariot^  and,  in  a  great  Guft  of  Wind,  direded  by   An-      ^-m 
gels,  was  tranfported  into  Heaven  ;  while  Elijha,  who  was  [^  tKnd"'' 
left  behind,  f  cry'd  to  him,  as  he  faw  him  mount,  and  ex-  of  2  Chron* 
prefs'd  his  Sorrow  when  he  was  gone  :  But,  taking  up  the  .•%'>v 
Mantle,  which  had  dropt    from   him  in  his  Afcent,  with  it 
he  divided  the  Waters,  as  Elijah  h^  done,  and  re-pafs'd  thq 
yordan. 

Hereby 

*  What  this  Chariot  was,  and  to  what  Place  it  convey'd 
Elijah,  we  fhall  have  Occafion  to  obferve  in  the  following  Dif- 
fcrtation  ;  at  prefent  we  Ihall  only  take  notice  of  feme  Things 
relating  to  this  Prophet's  Charader.  The  Author  of  Ecdejiafii- 
cus  (Chap,  xlviii.  i,  iSc)  has  dedicated  this  Encomium  to  his  yie.- 
TCiOxy.———— Then  JioodupYX\2i%  the  Prophet,  as  Fire,  and  his 
Word  burnt  like  a  Lamp.  He  brought  a  fore  Famine  among  them, 
and  by  his  Zeal  he  diminijhsd  their  Number.  By  the  Word  of  the 
Lord  he  Jhut  up  the  Heai'en,  and  alfo  three  Ti?nes  brought  donvn 
Fire.  O  Elias,  ho^w  nvajl  thou  honoured  by  thy  ^vondrous  Deeds? 
Jnd  n.vho  may  glory  like  unto  thee  ?  Who  didji  raife  a  dead  Man 
from  Death,  and  his  Soul  from  the  Place  of  the  J^ead,  by  the 
Word  of  the  Moji  High  ;  ^j^ho    broughteji  Kings    to    DeJlruSlion„ 

and  honourable  Men  to  their  Bed: Who  nxjaji    taken  up 

in  a  Whirl^ivind  of  Fire,  and  in  a  Chariot  of  fiery  Horfes  ;  'wh§ 
nvnf  ordained  for  Reproofs  in  their  Times,  to  pacify  the  Wrath  of 
the  Lordfs  Judgtnent,  before  it  brake  forth  into  Fury  ;  to  turn  the 
Heart  of  the  Father  to  the  Son,  and  to  rejiore  the  Tribes  of  Jacob. 
In  which  laft  Sentence  our  Author  alludes  to  that  Paflage  in 
Malachi,  Chap.  iv.  5,  6.  Behold  I  "wi  II  fend  you  Elijah /^^  Pro- 
phet, before  the  Coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  Day  of  the 
Ltrd  ;  and  he  fall  turn  the  Hearts  of  the  Fathers  to  the  Children, 
and  the  Heart  of  the  Children  to  their  Fathers,  leji  I  come  and 
fmite  the  Earth  n.vith  a  Curfe. 

f  The  Words  of  Elifi^a  upon  this  Occafion  are.  My  Father, 
7ny  Father,  (fo  they  called  their  Maiters  and  Inftrudors)  the 
Chariot  of  Ifrael,  and  the  Horfcmen  thereof.  The  Expreffion 
alludes  to  the  Form  of  the  Chariot  and  Horfes,  that  he  had 
juft  then  beheld,  and  feems  to  imply,  "  That  Elijah,  by  his 
*'  Example,  and  Counfel,  and  Prayers,  and  Power  with  God, 
"  did  more  for  the  Defence  and  Prefervation  of  Ifrael,  than  all 
"  their  Chariots  and  Horfes,  and  other  warlike  Provifions." 
Unlefs  we  may  fuppofe,  that  this  was  an  abrupt  Speech,  which 
Elijha,  in  the  Conlliernation  he  was  in,  left  unfinifh'd,  and  fo 
the  facred  Hiftory  has  recorded  it.  Pw/'s  Annotations,  and 
^f  Clfrc'i  Commentary. 
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A.  M.  Hereby  the  Prophets  of  "Jericho^  and  the  Places  adja- 

A**!"  C^if  ^^'^''   ^^'^^  convinc'd,  that  the  Spirit  of  Elijah  refted  upon 

1003,  i^t.  Elijha.     And   accordingly,  when   they  met  him,  they  re- 

From      cogniz'd  him  for  his  SucceJJor^  and  paid   him  the  fame  Re^ 

'o^thc^En'd  ^P^*^*     Believing  however,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  might  pof- 

«f  zChron.fibly  have  *  tranfported  Elijah  into  fome    diftant  or  defert 

^"Y'*^  Place,  they  defir'd  Leave   to    fend  outyf/>y  Men  in  Search 

of  him.     Elijha  aflur'd  them,  that    it   would  be  needlefs : 

However,  to  give  them  all  the  Conviction  they  defir'd,  he 

fuffer'd  them  to  do  what   they   pleas'd  ;  fo  that  the  Men 

went,  and  return'd    again  after    three  Days  Search  to  no 

Purpofc. 

From  this  Place,  Eli/ha  proceeded  to  "Jericho^  where, 
at  the  Requeft  of  the  Inhabitants,  he  cur'd  the  f  Brackijh^ 
nefs  of  their  Water^  and  the  Barrennefs  of  their  Soil. 
Thence  he  continu'd  his  Courfe  to  Bethel,  where,  upon  the 
Children's   mocking  and  ridiculing  him,  f  two  She-Bears, 

rufhing 

•  Thi  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  (whereby  we  may  underftand  either 
the  Power  of  God,  or  fome  one  of  his  Angels)  frequently  us'd 
to  carry  the  Prophets  through  the  Air,  and,  with  vaft  Celerity, 
remove  them  to  diftant  Places  :  And  therefore  Ohadiah  fpeaks 
of  it  as  a  common  Thing  :  Andit  Jhall  come  to  pa/s,  asfoon  as  1 
am  gone  from  thee^  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  'will  carry  thte 
njobere  I  knonu  not,  fo  that  iKihen  the  King  camiot  find  thee  he  ivill 
f.ay  met  '  Kings  xviii.  12.  And  accordingly,  in  the  'bSeiv  Tefia- 
tnent,  we  are  told  of  Philip,  that,  nuhen  they  'were  come  up  out 
ef  the  Water,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  caught  him  a'way,  that  the 
Eunuch  faiv  him  no  more,  and  Philip  <was  found  at  Azolus,  Ails 
viii.  39,  40.    Le  Clerc^  Commentary. 

•f-  The  Manner  in  which  the  Prophet  Elijha  fweeten'd  the 
Fountain,  and  made  the  Soil  fruitful,  was  by  cafting  Salt  into 
the  Water,  to  make  the  Miracle  more  confpicuous ;  for  Salt  is 
ii  Thing,  that  of  all  others  makes  Water  lefs  potable,  and  th6 
Ground  more  barren.  Jofphiis,  however,  willing  to  improve 
upon  this  Hiftory,  adds  (as  his  ufual  Manner  is)  feveral  Circum- 

ftances    of , his  own.     For  he  tells    us, "  That   this 

•*  Fountain  did  not  only  corrupt  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  (whe- 
•*  ther  Grain  or  Plants)  but  iikewife  caus'd  Abortions  in  Wo- 
•'  men,  and  tainted,  with  a  blafted  Infedion,  whatever  it 
••  touch'd,  that  was  capable  of  fuch  Impreflion ;  that  Elijha^ 
•*  having  been  treated  with  great  Hofpitality  and  Refpeft  by 
**  the  People  of  Jericho,  bethought  himfelf  of  fuch  an  Acknow- 
*•  ledgment,  as  ihey  themfelves,  their  Country,  and  their  Po- 
••  ftcrity  to  the  End  of  the  World,  might  be  the  better  for  t 

"  that 
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rufhing  out  of  the  neighbouring  Foreft,   fell  upon  them,    A.  M. 
and  devour'd  two  and  forty  of  them.     From  Bethel  he  went  |°n°/'c^[l 
to  Mount  Carmel,  where  probably  there  was  another  School  ioo\,  &c, 
of  the  Prophets  j  and  from  thence  he  proceeded  to  Samaria^     From 
•where  he   had  foon  Opportunities  enough  of  exerting  his  to^l,"/^),^** 
prophetick  Office.  of  z  chron. 

It  was  in  the  eighteenth   Year  of  Jehojhaphat  King  of  vv'-V^J 
yudah,  that  this  Jehoram,  King  of  Ifraely  began  to  reign  ;  >horam"t 
and  tho'   he  did    not  make  any    great  Reformation  in  his  u^p^^^Z 
Kingdom,  yet  he  was  not  altogether  as  wicked  as  his  Fa-  of  Moab. 
ther,  and  Brother :  For    f  he  remov'd  the   Idols  of  Baaly 
(very  likely  to  procure  Jehojhaphat's  Friendfliip)  tho'  the 
Golden-Calves    (which  were   the  State-Engine  to  keep  up 
the  Divifion  between  Ifrael  and  Judah)   he  could  not  pre- 
vail 

•*  that  hereupon  he  went  out  to  the  Fountain,  and,  cauiing  a 
*'  Pitcher  of  Salt  to  be  let  down  to  the  Bottom  of  it,  he 
**  advanc'd  his  Right-Hand  towards  Heaven,  and,  prefent- 
••  ing  his  Oblations  at  the  Side  of  it,  befought  God,  in  his 
**  Goodnefs,  to  correft  the  Water,  and  to  fweeten  the  Vein* 
♦*  through  which  it  pafs'd  ;  to  foften  the  Air,  and  to  make  it 
•'  more  temperate  and  frudlifying  ;  to  beftovv  Children,  as  well 
**  as  Fruits,  upon  the  Inhabitants  in  Abundance  ;  and  nevtr  to 
••  withdraw  thefe  Bleflings,  fo  long  as  they  continu'd  in  then: 
**  Duty  ;  and  that,  upon  offering  up  this  Prayer,  with  all  due 
••  Ceremony,  and  according  to  Form,  the  ill  Quality  of  the 
**  Fountain  was  chang'd,  and  (inftead  of  Sterility)  became  now 
*•  an  efficacious  Means  of  Plenty  and  Increafe."  The  Author^ 
we  may  obferve,  (to  gratify  the  Pagans)  reprefents  Elijha  in  the 
Form  of  a  Magician^  who,  by  Invocations,  Oblations,  and  other 
myfterious  Operations,  chang'd  the  bad  Quality  of  the  Waters, 
and  thereby  made  the  Valley  of  yericho  fruitful ;  whereas  thia 
was  done  in  a  Manner  altogether  fupernatural  and  miraculous. 
Nay,  to  this  very  Day,  there  is  a  Fountain  towards  the  Weft 
of  Jericho,  which  rifes  about  three  Quarters  of  a  League  above 
the  Town,  in  the  Way  to  Jerufalem,  which  yielding  a  great 
deal  of  Water  (and  that  very  good  in  its  Kind)  runs  along,  and 
fruftifies  the  Plain.     The  Wars  of  the  Jenus,  lib.  5.  c  4. 

\  They  had  probably  been  robb'd  of  their  Whelps,  which 
made  them  more  fierce  and  outrageous.  Patrick''^  Commen- 
tary. 

■\  'Tis  a  little  ftrange,  that  his  Mother  Jezebel,  who  brought 
this  Worlhip  with  her  from  the  Sidonians,  {hould  fufFer  him  to 
remove  the  Images  of  her  favourite  God  -,  but  (he  perhaps 
might  be  a  little  daunted  with  the  many  Difafters  that  had  be- 
fallen her  Family,  aud  was  content  with  the  Privilege  of  having 

her 
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A.  M.  Vail  with  himfelf  to  depofe.  In  this  State  howevei*  he  f  had 
i^**^  Chr[ft  Jehojhaphat  for  an  y///),  when  he  engag'd  in  a  War  ^which 
1003,  Sfc. '  was  in   the  Beginning  of  his  Reign)   with   Mejha  King  of 

From  Moabyfov  rcfufing  to  pay  thcTribute  f  of  an  hundred  Thoufand 
'  '^'"sy'';-  Lambs, 

to  the  tnd  ' 

of  2  Chion. 

kyV*^  her  idolatrous  Worfliip  In  private :  Nor  is  it  unlikely,  that  ye- 
hojhaphat  might  refufe  to  aflift  him  in  his  Wars  againft  the 
King  of  Moab,  unlefs  he  would  confent  to  renounce  his  Idola- 
try.    Patricks  Coitimentary. 

-f-  The  Anfwer,  which  he  gives  J ehoram,  is  the  very  fame, 
that  he  return'd  to  his  Father  Ahab,  in  his  War  againft  the  Sy- 
riayis  ;  1  am,  as  thou  art  }  my  People,  as  thy  People  ',  a?id  my 
Horfes,  as  thy  Hor/es,  i  Kings  xxii.  4.  and  2  Kings  iii.  7.  And, 
confidering  the  ill  Succefs  he  had,  one  would  wonder,  why  he 
Ihould  be  fo  forward  to  join  with  his  Son  ;  but,  as  "Jcboram  had 
reform'd  fome  Things,  he  might  have  a  better  Opinion  of  him^ 
and,  by  {hewing  him  Kindnefs,  hope  perhaps  to  prevail  with  him 
to  proceed  farther  j  and,  as  the  Moabites  had  of  late  invaded 
his  Country,  z  Chro/i.  xx.  i.  he  might  embrace  this  Opportu- 
nity to  chaftife  them  for  it.  But,  without  thefe  Confiderations,  the 
War  was  right  and  juftifiable,  and  fit  it  was^  that  Rebels  and 
Revolters  fhould  be  chaftis'd,  left  the  Example  (hould  pafs  into 
his  own  Dominions,  and  encourage  the  Edomites  to  revolt  from 
Irim,  as  we  find  they  afterwards  did  from  his  Son.  Patrick''^ 
Commentary,    and  Poo/'s  Annotations. 

■\  This  was  a  prodigious  Number  indeed ;  but  then  we  are 
to  confider,  that  thefe  Countries  abound  with  Sheep,  infomuch 
that  Solomon  offered  an  hundred  and  twenty  Thoufand,  at  the 
Dedication  of  the  Temple,  2  Chron.  vii.  5.  and  the  Reubenites 
drove  from  the  Hagarites  two  hundred  and  fifty  Thoufand, 
I  Chron.  v.  21.  For,  as  5cci'<ar/obferves,  their  Sheep  frequently 
brought  forth  two  at  a  Time,  and  fometimes  twice  a  Year. 
The  fame  learned  Man  remarks,  that,  in  antient  Times,  when 
People's  Riches  confifteu  in  Cattle,  this  was  the  only  Way  of 
paying  Tribute  ;  for  (as  he  quotes  the  Paffage  out  of  Pliny) 
Pecunia  ipfa  a  Pecore  appellabatur  :  Etiam  nunc  in  Tabulis  Cen- 
foriis  Pafcua  dicuntur  omnia,  ex  quibiis  populus  reditus  habet,  quia 
diu  hoc  folum  metiigal  fuerut.  Nat.  Hifc  lib.  xviii.  c.  3.  It  is 
obferv'd  by  others  likewife,  that  this  great  Number  of  Cattle 
was  not  a  Tribute,  which  the  Moabites  were  oblig'd  to  pay  to 
the  Ifraelites  every  Year,  but  on  fome  fpecial  Occafion  only ; 
upon  the  Acceflion  of  every  new  King,  for  Inftance,  when  they 
were  oblig'd  to  exprefs  their  Homage  in  this  Manner,  or  to 
make  Satisfaftion  for  fome  Damages,  that  the  Ifraelites  Ihould 
at  any  Time  fuffer  from  their  Invafions,  or  Revolts.  Patricks 
and  Le  Clerc's  Commentaries. 


Ckap.  It.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  Csfc.         in 

Lambs,  and  an  hundred  Thoufand  Rams  with  theWool,whicfi    A.  M. 
(until  the  Reign  of  his  Brother  Aha-ziah)  had  been  all  along,  aT/c^|^ 
from   the  Time  of  Davidy  paid  to  the  Crown  of  Ifrael ;  1003,  &t'. 
and  as   the  King  of  ^^/oot  was  then  no  more  than  Z)t'/iw/'j' Ffom  1  Kin. 
to  Jehojhaphaty  he  engag'd  him  likewife   in  the    Qiiarrel,  J^'"j  ^""J^^ 
Thefe   three  Kings,  in   order    to  furprife  the  Enemy,  and  2  chron. 
invade  him  on  the  weakefi:  Side,  took  a  Compafs  of  feveri  ^-•~Y'"NJ 
Days  March,  in  the   Wildernefs  of  Edom,  and  had  like  to 
have  been  all  loft  for  Want  of  Water,  had  not  the  Propliet 
Eli/})a.,  who  was  then    in  the  Camp,    {b)  put   them  in  a 
Method  how  to   procure  fome  ;  and  not  only    To,  but,  at 
the  fan;c  Time,  promis'd  them  a  compleat  Victory  over  the 
Moabiteu     The  next  Morning,  the  confederate  Army  had 
Water  enough  .;  and  the  Moabiies^  who  were  now  marching 
to  oppofe  them,  perceiving  Water  where  they  knew  there 
us'd  to  be  none,  and,  by  the  Refle6lion  of  the  Sun,  that  it 
look'd  like  Blood,  fuppos'd  that  the  three  Kings  had  quar- 
relled, and  their  Armies  engag'd,  and  flain  one  another  j  io 
that  they  concluded  they  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  fall  upon 
the  Spoil.     But,  when  they  came  to  the  Camp,  the  Ifrae- 
lites  gave  them  a  Reception  that  they  little    expelled  :  For 
they  not   only    killed   great  Numbers   of  them    upon    the 
Spot,  but  purfu'd  them  into  their  Country,  deflroy'd  their 
fortify 'd  Places,  choak'd   up  their  Springs,  cut  down  their 
Timber,  and  made  Ravage  and  Devaftation,  wherever  they 
came ;  infomuch,  that  the  King  was  forc'd  to  betake  him- 
felf  to  his  Capital  City  Kirharefeth,  where   the  confederate 
Army  befieg'd  him,  and  foon  reduc'd  him  to  fuch  Extremity, 
that,  after  he  had  made  afuccefslefs  Sally  withy^i;^^  hundred 
Men  in  hopes  of  forcing  the  King  of  Edorns  Quarters,  and 
found    himfelf  repuls'd  3  he  took  his  eldeft  Son,  f  and,  in 

mere 
(h)  2  Kings  iii.  16. 

f  Not  only  the  holy  Scriptures,  but  feveral  Heathen  Writers 
likewife,  do  aiuire  us  of  this,  that,  in  Cafes  of  great  Extremity,, 
it  was  ciaftomary  among  People  to  facrifice  to  their  Gods  what- 
ever was  moft  dear  to  them.  Cafar,  in  his  War  with  the  Gauls, 
tells  us,  that  when  they  were  affli£led  with  grievous  Difeafes, 
or  in  Time  of  War,  or  great  Danger,  they  either  ofrer'd 
Men  tor  Sacrifices,  or  vow'd  that  they  would  offer  them  ;  be- 
caufe  they  imagined,  that  their  Gods  could  never  he  appeas'd,  un- 
lefs  one  Man  s  Life  luas  given  for  another  ^.  No  lefs  a  Man 
than  Grotius  is  of  Opinion,  that  this  Moabitijh  King,  in  Imita- 
tion of  Abraham,  fa^jrific'd  his  Son  to  the  God  of  Ifrael,  ho- 
ping thereby  to  appeafe  his  Wrath,  and  to  move  the  CompaOion 
of  the  Kings,  that  were  befieging  jiim  :  But  the  moft  general 

Opinion 
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A.  M.  mere   Defperation,    Tacrific'd   him  upon  the  Wall  of  the 

Am'ciSf  ^'^J"'  ^"  ^^^  ^'S^'   °^  *^^  Jfraelitijb  Army,    who^    being 

J003,  Gfc!  ftruck  with  Horror  at   fo   barbarous   an  Action,  rais'd  the 

From  Siege,  and  retir'd  to  their  own  Country. 

to'Jh^Enl''"  ^^°^  ^^^^"§  ^"^^^  ^'^g^»  *^^  Prophet  £///^«  left  the 
of  2  chron.  three  Kings,  and  return'd  to  Samaria ;  whereupon  the  fa- 
cred  Hiftorian  gives  a  long  Detail  of  the  feveral  Miracles, 
which  he  wrought :  vit..  (c)  That  he  increas'd  a  poor 
Widow's  Oil,  to  fuch  a  Quantity,  as  enabled  her  to  pay 
her  Hufband's  Debts,  and  preferve  f  her  two  Sons  from  Bon- 
dage :  {d)  That,  to  reward  the  wealthy  Shunamite  for  his 
Kindnefs  and  Hofpitality  to  him,  he  prevail'd,  in  his  Prayers 
with  God,  that  his  Wife  might  have  a  Child,  and  afterwards, 
when  the  Child  died,  [e)  rcftor'd  him  to  Life  again  :  That, 
while  he  was  at  Gilgal,  he  cur'd  the  noxious  Quality  of  the 
Prophets  f  Colloquintida  Pottage,  by  the  InjecStion  of  a  little 

Meal : 

Opinion  is,  that  he  offer'd  this  coftly  Sacrifice  to  feme  falfe 
Deity,  and  very  likely  to  CbemoJ}?,  which  was  his  national 
God,  and  generally  thought  to  be  the  Sun.  Calmet^^  and  Le 
Chrc^  Commentaries. 

(f)  2  Kings  iv.  I,  isc. 

•f  The  Je'voifn  Law  look'd  upon  Children  as  the  proper  Goods 
of  their  Parents,  who  had  Power  to  fell  them  for  feven  Years, 
as  their  Creditors  had  to  compel  them  to  do  it  to  pay  their  Debts ; 
and  from  the  Jeius  this  Cuftom  was  propagated  to  the  Athenians^ 
and  from  them  to  the  Romans.  The  Romans  indeed  had  the 
moft  abfolute  Controul  over  their  Children.  By  the  Decree  of' 
Romulus  they  could  imprifon,  beat,  kill,  or  fell  them  for  Slaves, 
But  Numa  Pompilius  firft  moderated  this,  and  the  Emperor  Dio- 
clejian  made  a  Law,  that  no  free  Perfons  fhould  be  fold  upon 
Account  of  Debt.  The  antient  Athenians  had  the  like  Jurif- 
diftion  over  their  Children,  but  Solon  rcform'd  this  cruel  Cuf- 
tom :  As  indeed  it  feem'd  a  little  hard,  that  the  Children  of 
a  poor  Man,  who  have  no  Manner  of  Inheritance  left  them, 
fhould  be  compelled  into  Slavery,  in  order  to  pay  their  deceas'd 
Father's  Debts :  And  yet  this  was  the  Cuftom,  as  appears  from 
this  Paflage,  wherein  the  Prophet  does  not  pretend  to  reprove  the 
Creditor,  but  only  puts  the  Woman  in  a  Method  to  pay  him. 
Calmet\  and  Le  Clcrc^s  Commentaries. 

(d)   2  Kings  iv.  8,  b'f.         [e]  Ibid,  ver,  34. 

-f-  It  is  a  Plant  fo  very  bitter,  that  fome  have  called  it  the 
Gall  of  the  ^vhole  Earth.  It  purges  excelTively,  and  is  a  Sort  of 
Poifon,  if  not  quaiify'd,  and  taken  in  a  moderate  Quaatity. 
Calmtt\  and  Patri(k\  Commentaries, 


Chap.  1 1,  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c'.         ij^ 

Meal :  (f)  That  there  he  multiply 'd  twenty  Barley- Loaves,    A.  M, 
and  fatisfy'd  above  an  hundred  Perfons  with  them  ;  and  {g)^^°^'^^^! 
that  there  he  made  an  Ax,  which  was  fallen  into  the  River,  j^q'^^'J* 
merely  by  throwing  in  a  Stick,  rife  up,  and  fwim  upon  the     From 
Surface  of  it :  But   the  Miracle,  which  the   facred  Hiftory  '  ^]^i^  ^'''« 
more  particularly  infifts   on,  is  the  Cure  of  Naaman^s  Le-^^  ichron 
profy.  ^  V-«^VNdi 

N A  AM  AN  was  General  of  the  King  of  Syrians  Troops,  7-^^,  „^  ^^_ 
a  Man  famous  for  Exploits   in  War,  and  in  great  Efteem'-/«^  Naa- 
with  his  Mafter,  but  he  was  a  Leper.     At  this  Time  there 'T^"'^^''/"^''- 
feems  to  have  been  no  good  Underftanding  between  the  ^y^Ocialh! 
Crowns  j  and  yet  the  King  of  Syrian  to  recover  fo  valuable 
a  Servant  from  his  Illnefs,  wrote  to  the  King  of  Ifrael^    but 
in  fuch  Terms,  as  gave   him  fome   uneafy  Apprehenfions. 
When    Elijha  underftood   this,   he   order'd   that  Naaman 
might  be  fent  to  him  ;  and  when  he  came  with  all   his  At- 
tendants and  ftately  Equipage,  inftead  of  receiving  him   in 
Form,  f  he  fent  his  Servant  out  to  him,  and  bad  him  go 
•\  dip  himfelf  feven  Times  in   the   River  Jordan,  and  he 
would    be  cur'd.     The  proud  Syrian,   not   underftanding 
this  Treatment,  and  expeding,  very  likely,  that  the  Pro- 
phet, by  {otnc  perfonal  A61,  would  have  perform'd  the  Cure, 

thought 

(/)  2  Kings  iv.  41.         [g]  Ibid.  vi.  5,  6. 

•f  Elijha  s  not  appearing  to  receive  the  Syrian  General  is  af- 
crib'd  by  fome  to  the  retir'd  Courfe  of  Life,  which  the  Prophets 
led  ;  but  then,  why  did  he  fee  him,  and  enter  into  Converfation, 
with  him,  when  he  returned  from  his  Cure  ?  I  ftiould  father 
think,  that  it  was  not  mifbecoming  the  Prophet,  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion,  to  take  fome  State  upon  him,  and  to  fupport  the  Cha- 
fader  and  Dignity  of  a  Prophet  of  the  Moft  High  God  ;  efpe- 
cially,  fince  this  might  be  a  Means  to  raife  the  Honour  of  his 
Religion  and  Miniftry,  and  to  give  Naaman  a  righter  Idea  of 
his  miraculous  Cure,  when  he  found  that  it  was  neither  by  the 
Prayer  nor  Prefence  of  the  Prophet,  but  by  the  Divine  Power 
and  Goodnefs  that  it  was  efFefted.  Pool\  Annotations,  and  Cal- 
fnet's  Commentary. 

f  In  Conformity  to  the  Law,  which  requires  that  Lepers,  in 
order  to  their  cleanfing,  fhould  be  fprinkled  ft'ven  Times,  Lev. 
xiv.  7,  (ffr.  the  Prophet  order'd  Naaman  to  dip  himfelf  as  often  ; 
but  Jordan  (as  the  Syrian  argu'd)  had  no  more  V^irtae  in  it  than 
other  Rivers ;  nor  could  cold  Water  (of  any  Kind)  be  a  proper 
Means  for  curing  this  Diftemper,  whofe  Root  is  a  white  <^va- 
terijh  Humour,  that  would  increafe,  rather  than  be  diminifh'd, 
by  any  fuch  Application.    Patricli%  Commentary. 

Vol.  IV.  H 
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A.  M.  thought  himfelf  flighted,  and  was  for  returning  home  :  But, 
3°°^'  ®''"-  being  advis'd  by  thofe  that  were  about  him,  that,  fmce  the 
1003,  &c.  Prefcription  was  fo  eafy,  to  make  the  Experiment  at  leaft 
Fr'omiKings  would  not  be  much,  he  went  to  the  River,  and,  after  hav- 
vnu  to  the  j^^g  b^th'd  fevcn  Times  therein,  found  himfelf  perfe(5tly 
Chron. ""      cur'd. 

^^•y^^  Rejoic'd  at  his  unexpected  Recovery  Naaman  return'd 
to  El'ijha^  acknowledging,  that  there  was  no  other  God, 
but  the  God  of  Ifrael ;  protefting,  that,  from  thence-for- 
ward he  would  facrifice  to  none  but  him  ;  defiring,  for  that 
Purpofe,  two  Mules  Loads  t  of  the  Earth  of  the  Country, 
wherewith  to  build  him  an  Altar ;  deprecating  any  Offence, 
that  might  arife  from  his  waiting  on  the  King,  his  Mafter, 
when  he  went  to  worftiip  in  the  Temple  of  \  Rimmon  ; 
and,  in  the  Conclufion,  importuning  the  Prophet  to  accept 

of 

f  He  defir'd  the  Earth  of  the  Land,  becaufe  he  thought  it 
more  holy  and  acceptable  to  God,  and  proper  for  his  Service  j 
or  becaufe  he  would,  by  this  Token,  declare  his  Conjundtion 
with  the  People  of  ^«^/ in  the  true  Worlhip,  and  conftantly 
put  himfelf  in  Mind  of  his  great  Obligation  to  that  God,  from 
whofe  Land  this  Earth  was  taken.  He  might  have  had  indeed 
enough  of  this  Earth  without  alking  any  one  for  it,  but  he  de- 
fir'd the  Prophet  to  give  it  him,  as  believing  perhaps,  that  he, 
who  put  fuch  Virtue  into  the  Waters  of  Ifraely  could  put  as 
much  in  the  Earth  thereof,  and  make  it  as  ufeful  and  beneficial 
to  him  in  another  Way.  Thefe  Thoughts  indeed  were  ground- 
lefs  and  extravagant,  but  yet  were  excufable  in  an  Heathen  and 
Novice,  that  was  not  as  yet  fufHciently  inftrudled  in  the  true  Re- 
ligion.    Poors  Annotations. 

•f-  It  is  thought  by  the  Generality  of  Interpreters,  that,  as  the 
Syrians  were  great  Worfhippers  of  the  Sun,  this  God  is  the 
fame  ;  and  that  the  Name  Rimmon^  or  high,  is  given  him,  by 
Reafon  of  his  Elevation.  Grc//wj  takes  it  for  Saturn,  becaufe 
that  Planet  is  the  highefl  of  all  ;  and  Selden  will  have  it  to  be  the 
fame  with  Elion,  or  the  moft  high  God  of  the  Phcenicians.  Tis 
certain  that  the  Word  Ritnmon  is  the  Name,  that  the  Syrians 
give  to  Potnegranates,  and  therefore,  as  their  Country  was  full 
of  Pomegranate-Trees,  whofe  Fruit  is  not  only  of  a  delicious 
Tafte,  but  of  great  Ufe  likewife  on  Account  of  the  excellent 
Liquor,  which  it  produces,  they  gave  perhaps  the  Name  of 
Pomegranate  to  their  God,  in  the  fame  Manner  that  the  Greeks 
and  Latins  gave  that  of  Ceres  to  the  Goddefs  of  Corn.  Lamy\ 
Introdudion,  lib.  iii.  c.  i.  and  Jurieu,  Hift.  des  Dogmes  &  Cul- 
tes,  Part.  iv.  c.  10. 


^ 


Chap.  IT.     from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  iic,       115 
of  a  Prefentf  for  the  great  Cure  that  he  had  wrought  upon     A.  M. 
him,  which  the  other  moft  f  pofitively  refus'd.  ArTr^'cf  ^ft 

But  there  was   not  the  like  Diftnterejiednefs  in  his  Ser-  jq  '    (^\* 
vant  Gehazt.     He,  thinking  it  unreafonable,  that  fo  potent      From 
and  wealthy  a  Perfon  fhould  go  off  without  paying   for   fo  ^^|"^p^V'* 
fignal  z.  Benefit,  refolv'd  to  get  fomething  for  himfelf;   and  of  2  Chron. 
therefore,  unknown  to  any  Body  as  he  thought,  he  follow'd  \^yS~'\^ 
after  Naaman^  and,  having  foon  overtaken  him,  forg'd   a 
Lye,  that  his   Mafler  defir'd  of  the  General  to  fend   him  a 
Talent  of  Silver^  and  two  Qfcanges  of  Garments,  for  two 
Sons  of  the  Prophets,  who,  fince  his  Departure,  were  come 
to  vifit  him.     The  General  was  glad  of  this  Opportunity  to 
oblige  his  Mafler,  and  therefore  prefs'd  him  to  take  two 
Talents  of  Silver  with  the  Garments,  and  fent  two   of  his 
Servants  to  carry  them  for  him  ;  from  whom  he    receiv'd 
them  before  he  came  to  his  Mafter's  Houfe,  and  repofited 
them,  as  he  thought,  in  a  fafe  Place :     But  no  fooner  did  he 
return  into  his  Mafter's  Prefence,  than  he  began  to  tax  him 
with  what  he  had  been  doing,  which,  when  Gehazi  deny'd, 
he  f  denounc'd  his  Sentence,  viz.  that  the  Leprofy,  whereof  _ 

he  had  cur'd  Naaman,  fhould  adhere  to  him,  and  his  Fa-  9 

mily  for  ever  i  which  accordingly,  that  very  Moment,  came  . 

to  pafs. 

H2  rhe 

-f-  Eljjha  did  not  think  it  a  Thing  fimply  unlawful  to  receive 
Gifts,  or  Prefents  ;  for  we  find  him  receiving  them  upon  ano- 
ther Occafion,  2  Kings  iv.  42.  but  he  did  not  hold  it  expedient, 
in  his  prefent  Circumftances,  to  do  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it 
would  make  for  the  Honour  of  the  true  God  and  Religion  to  let 
the  Syrians  fee  the  generous  Piety,  Charity,  and  Kindnefs  of  his 
Minifters  and  Servants,  and  how  much  they  defpis'd  all  that 
worldly  Wealth  and  Glory,  which  the  Priefts,  or  Prophets,  of 
the  Gentiles  fo  greedily  fought  after  ;  that  thereby  Naaman  might 
be  confirm 'd  in  the  Religion  he  had  embrac'd,  and  others,  ia 
like  iVTanner,  incited  to  a  Love  and  Liking  of  it.  Pool's  An- 
notations. 

t  And  juftly  did  he  deferve  it,  fince  his  Crime  had  in  it  all 

thefe  Aggravations, a  greedy  Covetoufnefs,  which  is 

Idolatry  ;  a  Profanation  of  God's  Name  ;  a  downright  Theft, 
in  keeping  that  to  himfelf,  which  was  given  for  others  j  delibe- 
rate and  impudent  Lying  ;  a  defperate  Contempt  of  God's 
Omnifcience,  Juftice,  and  Holinefs ;  an  horrible  Reproach  caft' 
upon  the  Prophet,  and  his  Religion  ;  and  a  pernicious  Scandal 
^VJtn  to  Naaman,  and  every  other  ^j^r/ftw,  that  fhould  chance  to 
hear  of  it.     Poors  Annotations. 
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A.M. 
3001,  &c.  em     r\ 

Ant.  chrif.  n.-  Objection. 

1003,  &c. 

From  <c  T3UT  how  wicked  foever  Gehazi  might  be,  in  puf 
-to  thTEnd'  "  ^^  lointng  a  little  of  Naaman's  Money,  and  making 
of  2  Chron.  "  the  Man  pay  for  his  Cure ;  yet  his  Mafter,  methinks, 
^-/nr^  *'  carries  the  Compliment  a  little  too  far,  if  not  in  refufmg 
*'  his  Prefent,  at  leaft  in  giving  him  Toleration  to  continue 
*'  in  Idolatry.  He  had  now  the  faireft  Opportunity  ima- 
*'  ginable  to  make  him  a  thorough  Convert^  and,  by  work- 
*'  ing  fo  great  a  Miracle  upon  him,  had  acquir'd  a  proper 
*'  Authority  to  prefcribe  to  him  what  he  pleas'd  :  But  when, 
**  inftead  of  confirming  him  in  the  Service  of  the  true  God  j 
*'  he  permits  him  to  go  on  in  his  old  Pradice  of  bowing 
*5  himfelf  in  the  Houfe  o/"Rimmon,  and  to  comply  with 
*'  the  Terms  of  a  falfe  Religion,  rather  than  lofe  an  advan- 
*'  tagecus  Employ  ;  he  certainly  difcovers  too  great  an  In- 
*'  dulgence  to  Naatnans  Impiety,  and  too  fmall  a  Concern 
*'  for  the  Honour  of  God's  true  Religion  and  Worfhip. 

*'  NAAMAN^  no  doubt,  had  a  great  and  honourable 
*'  Poft  about  the  King  of  Syria  \  but  what  is  this  to  the 
*'  Purpofe  ?     Had  he  been  a  true  Convert  to  the    JewiJJ? 
^'  *'  Religion,  or  had  the  Prophet  faken  care  to  inftru<?t  him 

•'  fufficiently  in  the  Rudiments  thereof,  all  his  Riches  and 
*'  Honours,  all  his  Offices  and  Employments,  nay,  even 
*'  Life  itfelf,  he  fhould  have  freely  given  up,  rather  than 
'*  appear  in  the  Pofture  of  a  Supplicant  before  an  Idol, 
*'  which  he  profefs'd  to  defpife,  or  gratify  the  greateft  Mo- 
*'  narch  upon  Earth,  by  fo  bafe  a  Proftitution  of  his  Con- 
V  "  fcience;  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe,  f  what  their  Speeches  in- 
*'  deed  feem  to  import)  that,  whether  he  ferv'd  God  or 
*'  Rimmon^  both  he  ar.d  the  Prophet  efteem'd  it  a  Thing 
*'  indifferent. 

*'  This  Prophet,  indeed,  in  his  own  Caufe  is  known  to 
*'  have  been  more  •zealous^  than  he  was  in  God's ;  other- 
*'  wife,  {h]  he  would  not  have  curs'd  fo  many  little  Children 
*'  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  and  (what,  is  wonderful)  upon 
"  his  curfing,  caus'd  two  She-Bears  to  come  immediately 
"  out  of  the  Foreft,  and  deftroy  no  lefs  than  two  and  forty 
*'  of  them-,  tho' how  two  Bears  could  devour  (for  that  is 
*'  the  Expreflion)  fo  very  great  a  Multitude  is  fomewhat 
*'  incredible. 

«  But 

(h)  Chriftianity  as  old  as  the  Creation,  p.  263. 
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*'  But  we  need  lefs  wonder   at  this,  when  we  find   his     A.  M. 
*'  PredecefTor  in  the  prophetick  Office  animated    with  the  |°°^'i^.^« 
"  fame   Spirit,  and   (i)  caufing  Fire  to  come  down  from  ,00  j,  &/. 
*'  Heaven  to  deftroy  two  Captains,  with  their  Companies,      From 
*<  for  no  other  Fault,  but  bluntly  delivering  a  Meflage  from  ^  *^'"S^  ^'''' 
**  the  King,  and  perhaps  in  the  very  fame  Words,  where- ^f  ^  chi^n 
*'  in  they  were  commanded   to  deliver  it.     A   vindidive  <,y^^'>\j 
**  Temper  we   may  perceive  our  Saviour  reproves   in   his 
**  two  Difciples  {k)    James   and  fohn,  and   therefore  wc 
*'  are   at    a  Lofs   to  know,  why  God  fliould  liften  to  the 
"  Prayers  of  any  Man,  (/)  defiring  that  it  fhould  not  rain 
"  upon  the  Earth,  for  the  Space   of   Three  Tears  and  fix 
*'  Months,   when  a  Drought  of  that  Continuance  muft  in- 
*'  evitably  have  deftroy'd  every  Thing  ;  and  when  it  was 
*'  fent,  not  for  the  Punifhment  of  the  Inhabitants   of  the 
"  Land  for  any  particular  Sin  we  read  of,  but  purely  to 
"  aggrandize  the  Prophet,  and  to  put  it  in  his  Power   to 
*'  fay,  that  there  [m)  Jhould  be   neither  Dew  nor  Rain  in 
*'  thefe  Tears,  but  according  to  his  IVord. 

"  If  the  Prophet  had  fuch  Intereft,  and  was  in  fuch  high 
*'  Efteem,  with  Almighty  God,  we  cannot  fee  what  Rea- 
*'  fon  he  had  to  flee  his  Country,  upon  the  Threats  of  an 
*'  impotent  Woman,  who,  notwithftanding  her  Jfcendant 
*'  over  the  King,  had  no  Power  to  controul  the  Providence 
"  of  God,  under  whofe  Protection  he  was  fo  fecurely  plac'd, 
"  that  he  need  not  have  fear'd  what  ^t^z^^^/ could  do  unto 
"  him.  To  retreat  from  Danger,  when  he  knew  himfelf 
"  under  fuch  a  Safeguard,  was  adting  an  inconfiftent  Part, 
*f  and  betraying  the  Caufe  of  God,  when,  (according  to  his 
"  own  Confeflion)  («)  he,  and  he  only,  was  left  to  de- 
"  fend  it. 

"  MOSES  indeed,  as  we  read,  fafted  forty  Nights  ; 
*'  but  then  he  was  in  the  Mount  with  God.  Our  bleffed 
*'  Saviour  abftain'd  from  all  Manner  of  Food  for  the  like 
''  Space  of  Time  ;  but  then  his  humane  Nature  was  fup- 
*'  ported  by  his  divine  ;  but  'tis  hard  to  imagine,  how 
*'  Elijah  could  travel  for  forty  Days  and  Nights  together, 
*'  with  no  ftronger  Suftenance  than  a  little  Bread  and  Wa- 
^'  ter,  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe,  that  the  kind  Ravens,  that 
^'  attended  him  at  the  Brook  Cherith  fo  long,  were  ap- 
H  3  "  pointed 

(i)  Idid.  265.  (k)  Luke  ix.  54,  5;.  (I)  Chri- 

ftianity,  ibid.  (m)  i  Kings  xvii.  1.  («)  Ibid. 

Tcix.  10. 
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A.  M,  *'  pointed  to  wait  on  him  at  this  Juncture  likewife,  (o)  and 
3C01,  ^c.  li  ^Q  triug  him  Bread  and  Flefl)  in  the  Mornings  and  Bread 
joo'-;  ^c'.   *'  ^^^^  ^^^'■'fi'  ^''^  ^^-"^  Evening,  all  the  while  that  he  was  upon 

From      *'  his  Journey, 
'^'"gy^ij-      "  The  Misfortune  is  however  that  the  Word  Crebiwy 
of  a'chron.*'  which  we  render  Ravens,  fhould  rather  fignify  Merchants, 
^^'Y'\^  "  who  traded  in  the   Market  of  Tyre,    or   Arabians,  that 
"  liv'd  in  Places  adjacent  to  the  Brook  Cherith,  and  might 
*'  therefore  provide  the  Prophet  v/ith  Neceffaries  during  his 
"  Concealment ;    becaufe  we   cannot  conceive,   why  Ra- 
"  vens,  greedy  and  voracious  Creatures,  f  unnatural  to  their 
"  own  young  ones,  and  declar'd  unclean  by  the  [0)  Law, 
"  fhould    (of  all  others)   be  proper  Inftruments  to  convey 
"  this  wonderful  Food    (for  wonderful  it  is  from  whence 
*'  they  had  it)  to  the  Prophet  in  his  Hiding-Place  ;  which 
*'  Ahah,  with  all  his  Induflry,    was  not  able  to   find   out  it 
*'  feems,    even  tho'    (/»)  there  was  not  a  Nation,   or  King- 
*'  do?n,  where  he  had  not  fent  to  feek  hi?n,    and  yet  all  the 
*'  while  he  was  but  in   the  next    adjoining  Province,  con- 
<f  ceal'd  in  the  Widow  of  Zarephtha^s  Houfe. 

"  But  badly  did  Elijah  requite  God's  fmgular  Care  and 
*'  Prefervation  of  him,   fuice  he  was  fo  far  from  executing 
^^  the  divine  Command  in  [q)    anointing  Hazael  to  be  King 
"  o/"  Syria,  and  ]thu,    KingofKvael,  that  he  never  once 
*'  went  near  them,  but  left  it  to  be  done  by  his   Succefibr 
"  Elijha,  who  himfelf,  in  like  Manner,  declin'd  the  Work, 
*'  and  made  a  young  Prophet  his  Proxy.     Nay,  even  in  the 
*'  moft  plaufible    A£l  that  Elijah  did,   viz.  his  deftroying 
*'  the  Prophets  o^  Baal,   there  is  this  Exception  to  be  made, 
■        *'  viz.  that,  tho'  the  Law  of  Mofes  condemn'd  every  one, 
''  that  introduc'd  the  Worfliip  of  falfe  Gods,  to  immediate 
"  Death,   yet  we  cannot  fee,  how  cither  the  Priefts  of  Baal 
**  were  bound  by  that  Law,    or  how  Elijah,  who  was  but 
*'  a  private  Man,  had  any  Authority  to  execute  it. 

"  The 
{0)  Ibid.  xvii.  6. 
-f-  Such  is  the  «?op7«a,  or  Want  of  natural  Love  of  thefe  Crea- 
tures to  their  young  Ones,  that,  as  Naturalijls  report,  they 
forfake  them  before  they  are  fledg'd ;  but  the  Providence  of 
God  takes  care  to  feed  them  with  Worms,  which  are  produced 
by  the  Dung,  and  out  of  the  CarcaiTes  that  have  been  brought 
into  their  Nefls,  till  they  be  able  to  fly  and  provide  for  them- 
felves :  And  to  this,  the  Pfalmiji,  fpeaking  of  God,  luhofeed- 
eth  the  yoiwg  Ru'venSy  <vjhen  they  call  upon  him,  feems  to  allude, 
Pfal.  cxlvii.  9. 

^  {0)  Lev.  xi.  15,  (/>)  I  Kings  xviii.  10.  {q]  i  Kings 

xix.  15. 
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*'  The  Truth  is,  (r)  they  could  not  but  know,  that  A.  M. 
**  their  God  Baal  was  utterly  unable  to  fend  down  Fire  ]J^°^^'  ^^;^ 
*'  from  Heaven  to  confume  their  Sacrifice  ;  and  therefore,  1003,  Sfc' 
*'  if  they  fuffer'd,  they  fufFer'd  like  a  Pack  of  Fools,  for  F'^m  ^^ 
*'  accepting  a  Challenge^  which  they  were  confcious  they  \^  the^En'^ ' 
•*  could  not  anfwer,  and  putting  the  Merits  of  their  Caufeof  2  Chron. 
**  upon  an  unneceflary  Trial,  wherein,  without  all  Perad-  \y^>i^'\J 
**  venture,  they  were  fure  to  mifcarry. 

*'  But  how  ridiculous  foever  the  facred  Hiftory  may 
*'  make  the  Prophets  of  Baal-^  it  fhould  not  ufe  the  fame 
**  Freedom,  in  exhibiting  the  Actions  of  God  in  an  unfair 
•*  Light ;  and  yet  this  it  does,  when  it  makes  the  Searcher  of 
*'  all  Hearts  relent,  and  (iy  fufpend  the  Execution  of  AhaVs, 
"  Sentence,  upon  the  Account  of  his  Repentance,  which 
"  (how  formal  foever  it  might  appear)  was,  at  the  Bottom, 
**  but  falfe  and  fictitious.  This  it  does,  when  it  makes  the 
**  Difpofer  of  all  Events  (t')  fend  a  Lion  to  flay  a  Man, 
*'  merely  for  refufing  to  wound  one.  of  the  Sons  of  the  Pro- 
'*  phets^  tho'  he  does  not  declare,  for  what  Reafon  he  re- 
*'  quefted  that  inhuman  Favour  of  him.  This  it  does,  when 
"  it  makes  the  great  Difpenfer  of  all  Juftice  punifh  the 
"  Children  of  Hiel,  for  their  Father's  Profanenefs'  in  re- 
*'  building  fericho^  tho'  it  be  contrary  to  his  own  Decla- 
*'  rations,  that  Children  Ihall  not  fuffer  for  the  Wicked- 
**  nefs  of  their  Parents,  («)  hut  every  one  die  for  his  own 
*'  Iniquity.  This  it  does,  laftly,  when  it  makes  the  Foun- 
'*  tain  of  all  Purity  and  Truth  (x)  hold  Conference  with 
"  an  evil  and  deceitful  Spirit,  and  enter  into  its  Meafures  of 
*'  deluding  Ahah^  to  go  to  the  Siege  of  Ramoth-Gikad, 
"  which  was  to  his  Bane. 

*'  But,  befides  thefe  groffer  Abfurdities,  there  are  fome 
**  other  Pajfages,  in  this  Period  of  Hiftory,  which  feem 
*'  deftitute  of  the  common  Appearances  of  Probability ;  as 
*'  that  fehojhaphat  fhould  fend  out  itinerant  Preachers,  to 
**  inftrudl  the  People  in  their  Duty,  when,  in  everv  City  of 
"  the  Levites  (which  were  difpers'd  over  the  whole  Nation) 
*'  there  were  People  appointed  for  that  Purpofe :  That  the 
'*  fame  Jeholhaphat.^  who  had  but  a  fmall  Part  of  the 
*'  Kingdom  which  David  enjoy'd,  fliould  fo  far  furpafs  him 
**  in  the  Number  of  his  Forces,  as  to  have  under  his  Com- 
H  4  "  mand 

(r)  Le  Clerch  Commentary.  (s)    i   Kings  xxi.    ag. 

(/)  Ibid,  XX.  36.  (k)  Jer,  xxxi.  30.  (*•)  2  Chron.  xyiii. 
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A.  M,  "  jnand  an  Army  of  eleven  hundred  and  ftxty  Thoufand 
Ant'ch^rlft  "  -^^"»  without  reckoning  the  Garrifons,  that  were  in 
ioo\,&c.  "  their  Strong-Holds;  And,  Lftly,  that  the  Wall  of  th? 
FromiKings"  City  oi  Aphek  (how  fpacious  foever  it  maybe  fuppos'd) 
End  'oiT  "  ^^^^'^J  ^y  its  Fall,  be  able  to  bury  in  its  Ruins,  no  lefs 
Chron.  *'  O'j  t^^on  feven  and  twenty  Thoufand  Men;  which  is 
iL/''VN»  '*  enough  to  ftagger  all  human  Faith. 
^"^T''r'  The  mod  material  Part  of  the  Difcourfe,  which  pafs'd 
The  Senje^of  between  Naaman  and  Elijha,   is  deliver'd  in   thefe  Words  : 

Xli/ha'j  ylti-  •> (z)  Thy  Serva'nt    {fays   Naaman)   will  henceforth 

J'wer.  ojfer  neither  Burnt-Offering  nor    Sacrifice  unto  other  Gods, 

hut  unto  the  Lord  :  In  this  Thing  the  Lord  pardon  thy 
Servant,  that,  when  my  Mafler  goeth  into  the  Houfe  of 
Rimmon,  and  he  leaneth  on  my  Hand,  and  I  bow  myfelf  in 
the  Houfe  o/"  Rimmon,  the  Lord  pardon  thy  Servant  in  this 
Thing  :  And  Eliflia  faid  unto  him^  Go  in  Peace.  Go  in 
Peace  was  a  common  Form  of  Valediction  among  the  fewSf 
wherewith  Elifha  might  difmifs  Naaman,  without  any  fur- 
ther Anfwer  to  his  Requeft,  or  Refolution  to  his  Doubt. 
For  the  Prophet,  we  muft  fuppofe,  in  this  whole  Tranf- 
adtion,  was  under  the  immediate  Influence  and  Direction  of 
the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  therefore,  if  the  Spirit  of  God 
thought  proper  to  with-hold  any  further  Iriftru6tion  from 
the  Syrian  General,  it  was  not  in  the  Prophet's  Power, 
tho'  he  had  given  him  his  Houfe  full  of  Silver  and  Gold  [a) 
(as  Balaam  put  the  Cafe)  to  go  beyond  the  Word  of  the  Lord, 
to  do  more,  or  lefs.  Confidering  then,  {h)  that  Naaman 
was  now  in  the  Infancy  of  his  Converfion,  and  as  yet  not 
able  to  receive  the  higher  Precepts  of  Perfedion  \  that  him- 
jfelf  was  confcious  of  his  own  Offence,  and  wanted  not  there- 
fore fo  much  to  be  inftrudted,  as  encourag'd,  and  flrength- 
cn'd,  in  the  Lord  :  and  that  the  Matters,  wherein  he  feem'd 
to  doubt,  were  not  of  fuch  mighty  Importance,  as  to  con- 
cern the  Effence  and  Foundation  of  Religion  ;  confidering 
thefe  Things,  I  fay,  we  rnay  foon  perceive  the  Reafon, 
why  Eliflm  accepted  of  his  Renunciation  of  a  falfe,  and 
Profeflion  of  a  true,  Religion,  his  declar'd  Averfion  to  the 
Worfliip  of  Idols,  and  fix'd  Refolution  to  ferve  the  Lord 
only,  as  a  fuiEcient  Advance  in  his  prefent  Circumftances. 

ISRAELITES  indeed,  and  luch  as  were  defcende^l 
from  the  Stock  of  facoh,  were  oblig'd  to  the  Obfervation 
of  the  whole  Mofaic  Law ;   but  Strangers  and  Aliens,  wher^ 

they 

{y\  1  Kings  XX.  30.  (z)  2  Kings  v.  17,  18.  [a)  Numb, 
xxii.  i8.  (i)  Poo/'s  Annotations  on  zKivgs  v.  19, 
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they  came  to  be  admitted  Profelytes  oftheGate^WQtc  confin'd  ^  A.  M. 
pnly  to  the  Worfhip  of  the  true  God,  and  the   Practice  of^°°''^,Jj.[f_ 
fuch  Duties,  as   were   moral  and  Jocial :     And  therefore,  1C03,  &-c. 
when  Naaman  profefs'd  himfelf  a  Worfhipper  of  the  Moft  ^  J"/"'"  ... 
High  God  only,  and  declar'd  withal,  that  his  attending  his  \„  the^End^' 
Mafter  into  the  1  emple  of  Rimmon  was  not  with  any  reli-of  2  Chron, 
gious  Purpofe,  but  purely  in  Performance  of   the   Duty  of  -<^"Y"X^ 
his  Office,   the  Prophet  had  Reafon  good  to  bid  him  go  in 
Peace^  or  (as  the  W  ords  may  import)  to   give  himfelf  no 
Uneafmefs  about  the  Matter. 

For,  tho'  we  pretend  pot  to  fay  with  fome  Rabbinical  And  that 
Dodtors,  that,  as  Naaman  was  no   Jew,  but  a  Foreigner  ^^^'^°." 
and  Profelyte  only,   (c)  he  was   not  obJig  d  to  abitam  from„,7Wv  atttnd 
all  external  Worfliip  of  Idols   (as  the  Jews  confeffedly  were)  hii  Mafier^ 
fo  long  as  he  continu'd  in  another  Country  ;  yet  it  is  ge- 
nerally agreed,  that  we  are  bound  to  fhew  the  fame  Refpe6l 
to  our  Superiors,  and  thofe  that  are  fet  in  Authority  over  us 
(fo  long  as  we  do  not  injure  our  Confciences  thereby)  in 
one  Place,  as  in  another ;    and  (d)   that  therefore  Naaman 
might  very  innocently  retain  his  Dignity,    and  high   Office 
at  Court,  even  as  Jofeph  did  in  Egypt,  and  Daniel  in  Ba^ 
bylon  ;  might  accompany  hjs  Mafter  into  Rimmon  %  Temple, 
nay,  and   bow    together    with  him,  in  Compliance   to  his 
Infirfnity  or  Convenience,  (who  could  not  fo  well  bow,   if 
the  other  ftood  upright)  fo  long  as  this  was  a  Service  done  to 
the  Man,  (as  Tertullian  {e)  reafons  upon  the  like  Occafion) 
and  not  to  the  Idol ;  fo  long  as  this  was  an  A(5l  purely  ex- 
ternal, without  any  of  thofe  Inward  Sentiments   of  Refpcdt, 
which  conftitute  the  -£^«f^  of  Adoration. 

*'  This,"!  own, is  the  common  Solution  ;  butit  doesnot/^«03;<,57i>» 
''  entirely  pleafe  me.    It  juftifies  an  Aftion,  which  Naa7nan°Z''"'fl  ''" 
"  himfelf  was  not  well  fatisfy'd  in.    It  leaves  upon  the  Pro-  "  "^""' 
*'  phet  an  Imputation  of  too  much  Lenity  and  Indulgence, 
*'  and  upon  the  General,  that  of  too  much  Hypocrlfy  and 
"  Dlffimulatlon.  Had  Naamans  Example,in  this  Senfe  been 
*'  made  a  Precedent,  Shadrach,  Mejlmch,  zndAbed-nego,  in  the 
*'  Court  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  old  Eleazar,  amidft  Antlo- 
*'  chus^  Officers,  might  have  efcap'd  Perfecution.  (f)  They, 
*'  at  the  Sound  of  the  Inftrumen^s,  might  have  fallen  down 
*'  before  the  Image,  not  out  of  any  Principle  of  Adoration, 

"  but 

[c)  Grotius,  in  Locum,  and  SeUeti,  de  Jure  Nat.  &  Gent.  lib. 
ii.  c.  1 1 .  [d]  Calmet's  Diflert.  fur  la  Priere  que  Naaman  ^c, 
{e)  Vid.  de  Idololat.  lib.  xvi,  xvii.  (/)  Dan.  iii.  12. 
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A,  M.    "  but  in  pure  Obedience  to  the  King's  Orders;  and  [g)  E- 

A^ru'c^f*  "  i^'^'^c^  might  have  evaded  the  eating  of  Swines-Flejh^  if 
10C3,  &c'.  "  he  would  but  have  let  it  been  reported  that  he  did  eat  it ; 
From  "  but  wc  find  no  fuch  Prevarication  in  either  of  thefe,  and 
to^tb"e^En'd'  "  therefore,  we  can  hardly  think  that  this  is  the  right  Solu- 
of  2  Chion."   tion." 

J  \j      (h)  Now,  fince  Repentance  has  Regard  to  what  is  paft, 
jind  another  ^^^  to  afic  Pardon  for  an  Offence  already   committed  is 
"•^^'^  '        much  more  natural,  than  to  afk  Pardon  for  what  we  purpofe 
for  the  future  to  commit,  (which,  in  Matters  of  Morality^ 
is  a  Kind  of  Contradiction)  it  feems  not  improbable,  that 
the  Words  Ihould  be  render'd  (as  the  Original  will  fairly 
bear  it)  in  the  Prefer  Tenfe.     Lord^  pardon   thy   Servant ^ 
that  when  my  Majier  went  into  the   Honfe  of  Rimmon,    to 
worfhipy  and  he  leaned  on  my  Hand,  and  I  bowed  my f elf 
there^    the  Lord  pardon    thy  Servant  in  this  Thing.     For, 
how  great  would  the  Incongruity  be,  if  Naaman,  who  had 
juft  before  declar'd  his  Renunciation  of  Idolatry,  (hould  now 
confefs  his  Readinefs  to  relapfe  into  the  fame  Crime,  and 
clefire  God's   Pardon  for  it  before-hand  ?    Whereas  to  afk 
Pardon  for  what  he  had  done  amifs,  and  to  defire  the  Pro- 
phet's Interceflion  with  God  in  that  Behalf,  argu'd  a  Mind 
truly  fenfible  of  his  former  Tranfgreflion,  and   very   much 
refolv'd  to  avoid  it  for  the  future:  And  accordingly,    (/)  it 
is   fuppos'd,    that,  upon  his  Return   home,    he   refus'd   to 
worfhip  Rimmon   any   more,  and  was  thereupon  difmifs'd 
from  being  General  of  the  King's  Forces. 
lliflia'jyJiy-      (^)  ^^  THEL,   we  all  know,  was  one  of  the  Cities, 
ingtbeCbil-\4\\i^x^  Jtroboam  had  fet  up  Tl  golden  Calf^  a  Place  ftrangely 
dre^jt.:fii.    addidled  to   Idolatry,  and   whofe  Inhabitants  had  no  fmall 
Averfion  to  EUJha,    as  being  the  Servant  and  SuccefTor  of 
one,    who    had  been  a    profefs'd  Enemy  to   their  wicked 
Worfhip,  and  himfelf  no  lefs  an  Oppofer  of  it.     'Tis  rea- 
fonable  to  fuppofe  therefore,  that  the  Children,  (if  they  were 
Children,  for  the  Word  Naarim  may  fignify  groxvn  Youths 
as  well)  who  mock'd  Eli/Ioa,  were  excited  and   encourag'd 
thereunto  by  their  Parents  ;    and  therefore,  the  Judgment 
was  juft,  in  God's  punifhing  the  Wickednefs   of  thefe  Pa- 
rents by  the  Death  of  their  Children,  who,    tho'  they  fuf- 
fer'd  in  this  Life,  had  the  Happinefs  to  be  refcu'd  from  the 
Danger  of  an  idolatrous  Education,  which  might  have  been 
of  fatal  Tendency  both  to  thdr  prefent  znd  future  State. 

In 
fg)   zMaccab.   vi.   21,  &c.      (h)    Calmet's  DifTertations. 
(i)  Bedford s  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2.     (k)  Pool's 
Annotations  in  Locum. 
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In  the  mean  Time,  it  muft  be  acknowledg'd,  that   the     A.  M. 
Infolence   of   thefe  Mockers    (whether  we   fuppofe   them  r°''(.^Y 
Children  or  Touths)  was  very  provoking,  (I)  forafmuch  as  ,0,/^^  §/^ 
they  ridicul'd  not  only  a  Man,  whofe  very  Age  commanded  From  iKings 
Reverence,  but  a  Prophet  likewife,  whofe  CharaSier^  in  all^'"'^°/^^ 
Ages,  was  accounted  facred,    nay,    and  even  God  himfelf,  2  chron. 
whofe  Honour  was  ftruck  at,  in  the  Reproaches  caft  upon  \.y*fS^ 
his  Servant ;  and   that  too  in  one  of  his   moft  glorious  and 
wonderful  Works,  his  AfTumption  of  Elijah  into  Heaven. 
For,  Go  up,  thou  Bald-head,  go  up,  thou  Bald-Head,  (be- 
fides  the  Bitternefs  of  the  Contempt,  exprefs'd  in  the  Repe- 
tition of  the  Words)  fhews,  that  they  made  a  mere  Jeft  of 
any  fuch  Tranjlation  ;    and  therefore,    in  mere  Banter,  bid 
Elifim  go  up,    whither,    as  he  pretended,    his  Friend   and 
Mafter  was  gone  before. 

These  Provocations,  one  would  think,  were  enough  to 
draw  an  Imprecation  from  the  Prophet ;  but  this  Impreca- 
tion did  not  proceed  from  any  Paflion,  or  private  Refent- 
ment  of  his  own,  but  merely  from  the  Command  and  Com- 
miflion  of  his  God  ;  who,  for  the  Terror  and  Caution  of 
other  profane  Perfons  and  Idolaters,  as  well  as  for  the  Main- 
tenance of  the  Honour  and  Authority  of  his  Prophets, 
confirtned  the  JVord  which  had  gone  out  of  his  Servant's 
Mouth. 

The  like  is   to  be  faid  of  the  Deflruftion  which  Elijah ^^ndiAuzh^s 
called  down  from   Heaven,  upon  the  two   Captains,  znAj^^yingthe 
their  Companies,  who  came  to  apprehend  him  :    That  he  9'^''''''^'""^ 

j-ji-  r  iriTirt-  T>  1  tb^tr  Lotnpn- 

did  tnis,  not  out  or  any  halty  raflionor  Revenge,  but  pure-„,„. 
ly  in  Obedience  to  the  holy  Spirit,  wherewith  he  was  ani- 
mated, and  in  Zeal  for  the   Honour   and  Glory   of  God, 
which,  in  the  Perfon  of  his  Prophet,  were  grofsly  abus'd. 

The  Officers,  that  were  fent  to  him,  call  him  indeed  a 
Man  of  God;  but,  by  the  Anfwer  which  the  Prophet  re- 
turn'd,  we  may  learn,  that  they  called  him  fo  only  by  Way 
of  Contempt  and  Derifion.  (;/2)  As  they  could  not  be  ig- 
norant however,  that  Jhaziah  was  highly  ofFended  at  Eli- 
jah,  and  had  fent  them  for  no  other  Purpofe,  but  to  bring 
him  to  Punifhment  («)  for  having  denounc'd  his  Death ;  if 
they  thought  proper  to  obey  the  King  in  fuch  unrighteous 
Proceedings,  rather  than  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Religion, 
which  forbid  us  to  be  Inftruments  in  Cruelty  and  Wrong, 
they  deferv'd  the  Fate  they  met   with :    And  our  blefled 

Saviour 

(I)  Tool\  Annotations  in  Locum,  (m)  Lt  Clerc\  Commen- 
tary in  Locum.     {«)  z  Kings  i.  4. 


A. 

M. 

300  I; 

,  Sff. 

Ant. 

Chrift, 

1003. 

,  &c. 

From 
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Saviour  does   not  blame   Elijah's  Condudl  in  this  Refpe£l, 
but  his  Difciples  only,    for   their  perverfe  Imitation  of  it, 
from  a  Spirit  of  Refentment  and  Revenge,  and  under  a  trivial 
Provocation,  inComparifon  of  what  was  offer'd  to  the  Pro- 
to^th-^End'  P'^^^'     '^^^  Truth  is,  God,  in  this   Inftance    of  Severit)r, 
of  2  Chron.  hath  taught   us,  that   he  will  have  his  Prophets  reverenc'd, 
l^V^*w  {0)  becaufe  they  are  allied  to  him,  and  every  Affront  put 
upon  them   he  refents,    as   an  Indignity   to  himfelf  j    and 
therefore  the  fad  End  of  the  two  Captains,  and  their  Com- 
panies, who  came  to  apprehend  the  Prophet  of  the  Lord, 
was  defign'd  monumentally  to  deter  future  Ages  from  the  like 
Provocations ;  and  to  remind  us  of  the  Precept.,  which  God 
himfelf  hath  given  us,  (/>)  Touch  not  mine  Anointed,  and  do 
my  Prophets  no  Harm. 
i,icbat_        "  {q)  O!  ELIJAH,    (fays   the  Author  oi  Eccleft- 
A  "■{''  ^Y^^^  "  ajiicus)  how  waft  thou  honoured  in  thy  wondrous  Deeds, 
from  rain-    '*  ^^'^  '^^^^  '''"^J  S^^H  ^^^^  ^^^°  ^^^^  ^    Like  thee,  (r)  who 
"-•g.  "  waft  vouchfafed  the  Sight  of  God's  glorious  and  majef- 

*'  tick  Prefence  ;  (;)  who  hadft  Angels  fent  to  comfort  and 
**  refrefh  thee,  when  thou  waft  weary;  [t)  who  hadft  Fire 
*'  fent  thee  from  Heaven,  to  avenge  thee  of  thine  Enemies, 
*'  when  they  came  to  infult  thee  ;  {u)  who  hadft  thy  Body, 
"  in  a  bright  Chariot,  tranflated  into  Heaven,  without  un- 
*'  dergoing  the  Fate  of  Mortals;  and  (what  was  not  the 
*'  leaft  of  thy  Prerogatives)  who  hadft,  (x)  whilft  thou 
*'  liv'd,  the  Power  of  locking  or  unlocking  the  5/i?r^-//<7z//^f 
*'  of  Heaven,  at  thy  Pleafure,  and  by  thy  Prayers."  It 
was,  doubtlefs,  to  magnify  his  Office,  (which  now  began  to 
be  depreciated  not  a  little)  that  God  authoriz'd  his  Prophet 
to  accoft  Ahab  with  fuch  marvellous  Affurance,  as  if  the 
Difpenfation  of  the  Rain  and  Dew  of  Heaven,  for  fuch  a 
determinate  Time,  had  been  entirely  at  his  Difpofal :  But  we 
miftake  the  Matter  widely,  if  we  fuppofe,  that  the  Prophet 
had  any  Part  (farther  than  he  was  God's  Minijier,  and  Mef- 
fenger  to  declare  the  Thing)  in  bringing  this  Famine  upon 
the  Land.  All  Judgments  of  this  Kind  are  the  immediate 
Work  of  God  :  And,  as  {y)  he  does  not  affile  willingly, 
nor  grieve  the  Children  of  Men  ;  fo,  if  we  will  but  turn  to 
(z)  the  preceding  Chapter,  we  fliall  find  an  Account  of  fuch 

open 

(0)  Scripture  vindicated,  Part  ii.  page  1 24.  (p)  i  Chron. 
xvi.  22.  (q)  Eccluf.  xlviii.  4.  (>-)  i  Kings  xix.  (i)  i  Kings 
xix.  5.  {t)  2  Kings  i.  10.  i^c.  (a)  Ibid.  ii.  11.  [x)  i  Kings 
xvii.i.     (jf^  Lament,  iii.  33.     («)   i  Kings  xvi. 
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open  and  avow'd  Idolatry,  and  fuch  bold  Contempt  of  the  ^^^•.  ^-^ 
Divine  Authority,  both  in  the   Prince  and  People,  as  will  Ant.  chrif. 


fufficiently  juftify  the  Severity  of  God   in  bringing  this  «a-ioo3,  c^fr. 

tional  Judgment  upon  them.     For  well  may  the  People  be  ,  ^■^^^■■■^ 

fuDpos'd  to  be  generally  depraved,  when  we  find  it  recorded  to  the  End  * 


of  their  Prince,  that  {a)  he  did  more  to  provoke  the  Lord  God*^  *  Chron. 
of  Ifrael  to  Anger,  than  all  the  Kings  of  Ifrael  that  were  be-  '*>''V"Nirf 
ifore  him. 

We  own  indeed,  that  Elijah  did  not,  in  every  Thing,^^  .^f"' 
aft  a  confident  Part :  He,  who  but  lately  was  fo  bold  andbei," 
intrepid,  as  to  prefent  himfelf  before  Jhab,  who  had  been 
long  in  queft  of  him,  in  order  to  make  him  fufFer  (b)  as  the 
Dijlurher  of  the  publick  Peace,  is  now  frighten'd  at  the 
Menaces  of  a  filly  Woman  ;  and  thereupon  quits  his  Coun- 
try, and  flies yir  his  Life,  notwithftanding  the  late  fignal 
Interpofition  of  Providence  in  his  Favour.  But  what  Ihall 
we  fay  to  this  ?  (c)  Elias  was  a  Man  fubjeSf  to  the  like 
PaJJions  as  we  are  \  and  'twas  probably,  in  Refpeft  to  this 
his  Infirmity,  that  the  Apoftle  made  this  Refledion  upon 
him.  (d)  He  knew  Jezebel,  and  that  fhe  had  all  the  Faults 
incident  to  her  Sex  in  a  fuperlative  Degree  ;  that  fhe  was 
fierce,  cruel,  vindictive,  and  implacable  ;  that,  in  flaying 
the  Prieils  of  Baal,  he  had  incurr'd  her  Difpleafure,  and 
that,  to  revenge  herfelf,  fhe  had  all  the  Power  of  the  King- 
dom under  her  Command.  Thefe  Notions  ran  in  his  Head, 
and  made  fuch  an  ImprefTion  upon  his  Spirits,  as  depriv'd 
him  of  that  Refolution  and  manly  Courage,  for  which  he 
was  heretofore  fo  remarkable ;  nor  was  there  vi^anting  a 
wife  Defign  of  Providence,  in  fufFering  this  Timidity  to 
fall  upon  his  Servant. 

St.  PAUL  tells  us  of  himfelf,  that,  (e)  lejl  he  Jhould 
be  exalted  above  Meafure,  through  the  Abundance  of  Reve- 
lations, there  was  given  unto  him  a  Thorn  in  the  Flejh,  the 
Meffenger  of  Satan,  to  buffet  him,  (as  he  repeats  it  again) 
leji  he  Jhould  be  exalted  above  Meafure.  And,  in  like  Man- 
ner, we  have  Reafon  to  believe,  that  (/)  God,  upon  this 
Occafion,  might  withdraw  that  Spirit  of  Intrepidity,  where- 
with, at  other  Times,  he  fortify 'd  Elijah's  Mind,  on  Pur- 
pofe  to  fhew  him  his  natural  Imbecillity,  and  the  Neceflity 
he  had,  at  all  Times,    of  the  Divine  AiTiftancei    and   on 

Pur- 

[a)  I  Kings  xvi.  33.  [b]  Ibid,  xviii.  17.  {c)  James  v.  17. 
(d)  Calmet\  Commentary  on  i  Kings  xix.  3.  [e]  2  Cor.  xii.  7. 
(f)  Culmet's  Commentary,  ard  Fool's  Annotatrons. 
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A.  M.  Purpofe  to  fupprefs  all  the  little  Sentiments  of  Pride  and  Ar- 
A°°t'chiY  rogance,  that  might  poffibly  arife  in  his  Breaft,  upon  the 
1003,  &c'.  Contemplation  of  the  Gifts  and  Graces,  which  he  had  be- 
From  ftow'd  on  him,  and  the  many  great  Miracles  that  were 
j^^j|"^^pj'"  wrought  by  his  Hands;  and  that,  thereupon,  if  he  did  ^/<?- 
of  2  Chion.  rj,  he  might  glory  in  the  Lord,  and  not  dare  to  take  any  Part 
L/VNjof  his  Honour  to  himfelf. 

That  he  ^s)  The  Jews  have  made  a  Comparifon  between  Elijah 

might fuifiji,  znd  Mofes  in  feveral  Particulars,  and  given  Mofes  the  Prefe- 
vponiL-hat    rence,  efpecially  in  the  Matter  of  \i\%  forty  Days  Faji  :  For 
dr'ank  ""for    ^^'jah,  they  fuppofe,  did  every  Day  eat    and  drink,  when 
forty  Days    he  happcn'd   to  find  any    Suftenance  in  the   Wildernefs ; 
and  Nights,  whereas  Mofes  had  nothing  to  fupporthim,  but  only  the  mi- 
raculous Power  of  God.     The  Text  however  is  far  from  in- 
timating that  Elijah  ate  any  Thing,  but  what   the  Angel  at 
firft  brought  him  J    for  {h)  he  went,   in  the  Strength  of  that 
Meat,   forty    Days,  and  forty  Nights,     unto    Horeb,  th^ 
Mount  of  God  ;  whereas  had  he  taken  any  Nourifhment  by 
the  Way,  it  had  not  been  by  the  Strength  of  that  Food  that 
he  perform'd  his  Journey. 

What  that  Food  was,  the  Scripture  has  taken  Care  to 
inform  us,  v\z.  that  it  v^Ti?,  ftmple  Bread  and  Water,  (to 
make  the  Miracle  more  remarkable)  but  fuch,  as  was  of  far 
greater  and  more  durable  Virtue  than  ordinary ;  and  fuch, 
as  gave  a  Life  and  Vigour,  far  furpafling  the  Effects  of  any 
other  Nourifhment.  Whether  Angels,  in  the  celefiial  State, 
are  ^\xxt\y  fpiritual,  or  cloath'd  with  fome  material  Form, 
but  much  more  fubtile  and  refin'd,  than  any  we  know  of 
here  belov/,  is  a  Queftion  much  agitated  among  the  Schools  : 
But  if,  for  the  prefent,  we  fhould  allow  the  Affirmative,  the 
Food  of  Angels,  and  what  may  be  called  the  Suftcnance  of 
their  glorious,  buty?«//^.  Beings,  need  not  be  accounted  alto- 
gether an  Allegory.  'Tis  certain,  that,  upon  (i)  their  Ap- 
pearance in  human  Shape,  they  did  frequently  eat  the  com- 
mon Food  of  Men ;  that  our  blefled  Saviour,  after  the  Af- 
fumption  of  his  glorious  Body,  {k)  ate  Part  of  a  broiled 
Fijlo,  and  of  an  Honey-Comb  \  nor  may  we  forget,  upon 
this  Occafion,  his  Words  at  the  Pafchal  Supper,  {I)  I  tvill 
not  henceforth  drink  of  this  Fruit  of  the  Vine,  until  that 
Day,  that  I  drink  it  neiv  with  you,  in  my  Father^ s  King- 
dom :  All  which  will  be  enough  to  countenance  the  Opini- 
on, that   the  Food,  which  was  brought  to   Elijah   at  this 

Time, 
[g)  Patrick's  Commentary,  on  I  Kings  xix.  8.  {h)  Ibid. 

ver.  8.      (/)  Gen.  xviii.  8.      (kj  Luke  xxiv.  42.      (/)  Matiii. 
xxvi.  29. 
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Time,  was  of  celcjiial  Growth  and  Virtue,  whereby  Crea-     A.  M. 
tures  of  a  fuperior  Excellency  may  poffibly,  at  certain   l^'e-  ](„°'v,,^if 
riods,  have  their  Natures  renew'd  (as  the  Tree  of  Life^  in  ,oc^,  &c! 
the  State  of  Paradifcy  is  fuppos'd  to  have  been   intended  for      From 
that  Purpofe)  and  to    live  on  to  eternal  Ages.     No  wonder  [^'^^  ^^'^ 
then,  that  Food  of  fuch  a   rare  Quality,  as  to  deferve  the  of  2  Chron. 
Delegation  of  an  Angel   from   Heaven  to  bring    it,  lliould  ^Y^\J 
have  all  the  Virtue,  and  all  the  Efficacy,  that  we  read  of. 

But,  waving  this  Speculation,  we  may  fuppofe  the  Re- 
paft  to  have  been  nothing  more,  than  common  Bread  and 
Water  ;  yet  who  can  doubt,  but  that  God,  either  by  re- 
tarding the  Faculties  of  Conco6lion  and  Perfpiration,  or  by 
preferving  the  Spirits  and  Juices  from  Diflipation,  might 
make  its  Strength  and  Nouriftimentfubfift  for  the"Time  \\ic~ 
cify'd?  'Tis  but  God's  fpeaking  the  Word  in  this  Cafe,  and 
the  Thing  is  done.  The  lealt  Beck  of  his  Will  can  make 
the  fame  Meal,  that  ufually  ferves  us  for  four  and  twenty 
Hours,  fupport  us  for  forty  Days^  and  much  longer,  if  he 
pleafes.  That  Meat  of  any  Kind  fhould  fuftain  us  for  four 
and  twenty  Hours.,  (if  rightly  confider'd)  is  a  Miracle;  and 
that  the  like  Proportion  Ihould  do  it  for  the  Space  oi  forty 
Days  is  flill  but  a  Miracle,  and  with  the  fame  Facility  that 
God  does  the  one,  he  can  do  the  other :  So  true  is  that  Ob- 
fervation,  which  our  blefled  Saviour  borrows  from  A'lofes, 
(m)  Adan  doth  not  live  by  Bread  alone.,  but  by  every  JVord 
that  proceedeth  out  of  the  Mouth  of  God. 

And  indeed,  ro  Perfon  ever  had  fo    large  Experience  of  Elijah  feJ^ 
the  Truth  of  this  Obfervation,  zs  had  the  Prophet  now  be-""'"^^  '''^^''- 
fore  us,  who  was  fo  long  fuftain'd,  not  only  by  the  wonder- ^^^^j^j^j'^g"'^ 
fullncreafe  of  the  Widow's  0/7  and  Meal,  but  by  the  daily 
Miniftry  likewife,  and  Attendance,  of  Ravens.     For,  what- 
ever  fome  may  dream    of  Merchants,  or   Arabians,  who 
might  take  Pity  of  Elijah  in  his  Retirement,  and  fend  him 
Provifions  every  Day;  befides  that    the  original  Word   (as 
[n)   Bochart   has   fufficiently  evinc'd)  never  fignifies   Mer- 
chants, and    that  there  were  no    Arabians    inhabiting   the 
Coafts,  where  Elijah   lay  conceal'd,  it  can  hardly  be  ima- 
gin'd,  but  that  the  Place  of  his  Retreat   would  have   foon 
been  difcover'd  to    Ahab,  had   either  Merchants,    or  other 
Inhabitants  of  the  Country,  been  at  any  Time   acquainted 
with  it. 

What 

(«)  Deut.  viii.  3.  and  Matth.  iv.  4.  («)  Hieroz.  Partt 

ii.  lib.  ii.  c.   13. 
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A°n^r^'chHfl  ^''^P^ct,  wherever  he  abfconded,  we   may   learn  from  the 
J003,  (s^c.  Information  of  good  Obadiah^  viz.  that  he  had  ranfack'd  eve- 
From      ry  Nation,  where  he  could  reafonably  think  that  he  was  con- 
'^'^|^"^g^j'ceard,  and,  when  he  found  him    not,  took  an  Oath  of  the 
of  2  chron.  People,  that  he  was  not  among  them.     For,  [0)  tho'  Ahab 
Ci/'VXJ  could  not  compel  other  Nations  to  take  an  Oath  to  that  Pur- 
iw  Ahab  pofc    yet    confiderinff  the  ffreat  Intercft  he  had  among  thd 
/j,;£i[jah  ^.  neighbouring  rrinccs,  he  might  eaiuy  prevail  with  the  great 
■very  Inhere,  Men  of  cach  Kingdom,  to    giVe  him   that  Satisfaction.     If 
VJce'u      we  look   into   his  Alliances,  We  fhall  find,  that  the  King  of 
Tyre  was  his  Father-in- Lazv.^  and  the  King  of  Moab  tribu- 
tary to  him  \  that  "Jcho/haphat  was  his  Friend  and  Relation, 
and  that  the  King  of  Edom  was  dependent  on  yehojhaphat ; 
that  [p)  as  the  Kings  of  Arabia  and  ^yria  correfponded  with 
Solomon^  fo,  very  likely,  they  were  confederate  with  Ahab  ; 
that  one  of  their  Articles  might  be  to  deliver  up  to  each  o- 
ther  all  their  fugitive^  or  banifh'd  Subjedls,  upon  Demand  ; 
and  that  this  was  the  Foundation  of  his  Defife  and  Expec- 
tance of  this  Oath;  And  yet,  notwithftandihg  all  this  ftri<Sl 
and  diligent  Enquiry,  Elijah  might  live  conceal'd  in  the  Wi- 
dow of  Zarephthah  Houfe,  becaufe  he    had  laid  fuificient 
Obligations  upon  her,  both  in  preferring  her  from  the  Dan- 
ger of  the  Famine,  and  in    reftoring  her  dead  Son  to  Life 
again,  to  ufeall  pofTible  Care   to  conceal  him.     But,  tore- 
turn  to  Elijah's  Ravens. 
Sat-ins-very     Tho'  We  fhould  alloW  that  thcv  are  Crcatufes  voracious^ 

proper  Lrca-         ,  »  i     •  r>.  i  i         r     t 

ti>r\;s  toj'eul  ^^^  unnotural  to  their  young  Ones  \  yet,  the  more  unht  In- 
tlijah.  Itruments  they  feem'd  to  be,  the  more  they  magnify'd  the 
Almighty  Pov/er  of  him,  who  controul\l  their  natural  Ap- 
petites while  he  employ'd  them :  {q)  And  (if  there  was  a 
moral  Inftrudfion  in  it,  as  St.  Chryjojiom  fancies)  the  more 
they  might  mollify  the  Prophet's  Heart  toward  the  deluded 
Jfraelites.)  by  feeing  thofe  very  Creatures,  that  were  cruel  to 
their  Young,  kind  to  him.  Tho'  we  fliould  allow,  that 
they  were  Creatures  legally  unclean,  yet  (as  it  was  for  thfi 
Meat,  and  not  for  the  Touch,  that  they  were  accounted  fo) 
this  we  muft  grant  was  a  Cafe  extraordinary,  wherein  the 
Ceremonial  Law  was  over-rul'd  by  Neceflity,  and  by  the 
Law-Giver's  Difpenfatron.  There  is  this  to  be  faid  howe- 
ver, in  Defence  of  God's  Choice  of  Ravens  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  viz.  that,  as  they  are  folitary  Birds,  and  delight   to 

live 

(5)  Poor^  Annotations,  on  i  Kings  xviii.  10.  (/)   i  Kings 

X.  15,  29.  (q)  /'«/m/^'s  Commentary  on  i  Kings  xvii.  6. 
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live  about  Brooks  of  Water,  fo  are  they  accuftom'd  to  feek    A.  M. 
out  for  Provifions,  and  to  carry  them  to  the  Places  of  their  ]/'°''^'!^ 
Abode;  upon  which  Account  they  were  no  improper  Crea-  locj,  (Sc', 
tures  for  God   to  employ  upon  this  Service  :  Efpecially,  if     From    _ 
what  St.    Jero7n  tells  us  may  be  credited,  vi-z.  that  one  oftof},'"£n''j"' 
thefe  Birds  brought  Paul^  the  firft  Hermit^  half  a  Loaf  e-  of  %  chron. 
very  Day,  and,  when  St.    Anthony   came    to  vifit  him,  it  .y^'^^Sj 
brought  him  a  whole  one,  to  anfwer  the  Wants  of  thefe  two 
Soldiers  of  Jefus  Chrijl^   (as  (r)  he  words  it);  but,   whence 
it  had  this,  as  well  as  whence  Elijah's  Ravens  had  their  Sup- 
ply, we  pretend  not  to  tell;  and  had  rather  acknowledge  our 
Ignorance  in  fuch  like  Speculations,  than   take  up  with  un- 
certain and  fometimes  abfurd  Conjectures. 

There  are  two  Exceptions  more,  which  are  generally  ^^.yEJ'j*!* 
made  to  Elijah's  Conduit,  viz.  his  OmiJJion^  in  not  anoint- t'^j^^"^^ J'"' 
ing  Hazael  to  be  King  of  Syria,  and  fehu  King  of  Ifrael;Hdtza.e\, 
and  his  Cruelty,  in  deftroying  the  Priefts  of  5^2^/ without  a 
proper  Authority.  Now,  in  Anfwer  to  the  former  of  thefe, 
it  fhould  be  obferv'd,  that  the  Words,  Go,  and  anoint,  may 
not  be  a  pofitive  Command,  but  only  a  difcretionary  Per- 
miffion  fo  to  do.  The  Prophet  had  been  forely  complaining 
to  God  of  the  Wickednefs  and  Idolatry  of  the  Ifraelitesy 
and  of  the  bloody  Perfecutions  of  their  Rulers,  (j)  /  have 
been  very  zealous  for  the  Lord  God  of  Hojis,  fays  he ;  for 
the  Children  of  Ifrael  have  forfaken  thy  Covenant,  and 
thrown  down  thine  Altars,  and  fain  thy  Prophets  with 
the  Sword,  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left,  and  they  feek  my 
Life  to  take  it  away :  Whereupon,  God  ( after  having 
(hewn  him,  (t)  by  fome  fymbolical  Reprefentation,  how 
able  he  was  to  avenge  him  of  his  Adverfariei)  bids  him 
go,  and  anoint  fuch  and  fuch  Perfons  to  be  Kings;  as  if  he 
had  faid,  («)  "  Thou  defirefl  of  me,  that  I  ftiould  deftroy 
*'  the  Idolaters  of  Ifrael,  and  fuch  as  have  a  Defign  upon  thy 
*'  Life ;  but,  in  order  to'that,  thou  haft  nothing  to  do,  but 
**  to  go,  and  appoint  two  other  Perfons,  to  be  Kings  over 
*'  Ifrael,  and  Syria,  and  they  will  avenge  both  thy  ^af" 
'*  rel  and  mine." 

(x)  But,  allowing  the  Words  to  be  a  pofitive  Com- 
mand, we  may  fuppofe,  that  when  Elijah,  by  his  prophetici 
Spirit,  perceiv'd  what  a  grievous  Deftruction  the  Exaltation 

of 

(r)  Ad  Adventum  tuum,  militibus  fuis  Chriflus  duplicavit  an- 
nonam,  Hieronym.  deVitd  Pauli.  (•')    I  Kings  xix.  lO. 

(/)  Ibid.  ver.  ii,   12,   13.  (u)  Le  C/frf's  Commeatary 

on  1  Kings  xix.  15.  (x)  Ibid. 
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A.  M.     of  thefe  two  Perfons  to  the  Thrones  of  Ifrael  and  Syria 

Ant''ch^!ft  would  bring  upon  his  native  Country,  he  petition'd  God  td 

joo'3,  &c.  delay    the  Execution  of  this   his  Order,  at  leaft,  for  fome 

From      Time,  and  obtain'd  his  Requeft.     This  indeed  is  a  Circum- 

to'^'hTEnd  ^^"^^»  ^^^^  w^  ^'^  "0*^  ^^^^  w'^^h  i"  Scripture;  but  in   fo 
of  2  Chron,  Aiort  an  Hiftory,  as  this  of  the  Hebrews    is,  we    may  well 
^^''V'X.'  be  allow'd  to  fupply  fome  things,  that  feem  to  be  omitted  ; 
when  this  may  be  done  without  offering  any  Violence  to  the 
Words  of  the  Tcxt^  and  efpecially,  when  there  is  an  Analo- 
gy^ in  otiier  Parts  of  the  Hiftory,  to  bear  us  out. 

Now,  in   Relation  to  one   of  thefe,  vi'z..  Hazael^  who 
was  afterwards  King  of  Syria.,  it  is  faid,  that,  when  he  came 
to  enquire  of  Elijha  concerning  his  Mafter  Benhadad\  Sick- 
riefs,  the  Prophet  [y)  fettled  his  Countenance  upon  him  Jled- 
fajily^  and   wept ;   whereupon    Hazael  faid.  Why  weepeth 
my  Lord  F  And  he  anfwered,  Bccaufe  I  know  the  Evil,  that 
thou  wilt  do  unto  the  Children  of  Ifrael.     Their  Jirong  Holds 
wilt  thou  fet   on  Fire,  and  their   young    Men  wilt  thou  flay 
with  the  Sword,  and  wilt  dajh   their  Children^  and   rip  up 
their  Wojnen  with  Child :  And    from  this  Paffage  we    have 
fome  Grounds  to  think,  that  Elijah,  upon  the  like  Profpedl 
of  his  Nation's  Calamity,  might  defire  of  God,  if  not  a  Re- 
vocation of  his  Command,  at  leaft  a  Delay  in  the  Executi- 
on of  it,  and  that  this  was  the  Reafon,  why  neither  of  thefe 
Kings  were  anointed  by  him. 
fn^y  BaaF.t       What  Notions  the  Worfhippers  of  Baal  might  have  of 
Priefis  ac.    {hg  Power  of  their  God,  we  cannot  tell ;  but,  as  fending 
i^ih'i  Cha'l    down  Fire  from  Heaven  (z)  was  not  above   the  Reach    of 
Jenge.  evil  Spirits,  and  fome   lying  Traditions   might  perhaps  have 

defcendcd  to  them  concerning  the  Exploits  of  their  Baal  in 
particular,  (a)  who,  as  he  was  thought  to  be  the  Sun,  and 
to  exceed  all  heavenly  Bodies  in  Heat,  might,  upon  this 
grand  Occafion,  as  they  thought,  exert  his  Power,  and  burn 
up  their  Sacrifice;  they  held  it  the  wifeft  Way  to  accept  of 
the  Prophet's  Challenge.  Ths  Prophet's  Challenge  indeed 
was  upon  fuch  fair  Terms,  that  (whatever  Notions  they 
might  have  of  their  God)  they  muft  have  forfeited  all  their 
Credit  with  the  People,  had  they  pretended  to  decline  it: 
And  therefore,  rather  than  do  this,  they  chofe  to  venture  all 
upon  the  Hazard  of  an  After-Garne,  hoping,  that  either 
they  might  have  an  Opportunity  of  conveying  Fire  among 
the  Wood  clandeftinely,  or  that  Elijah  would  fail  in  his  At- 
tempt, 

(y)   2  Kings  viii.  11,   12.        {%)  Job  i.  16.        {a)  Patrick's 
Commentary  on  i  Kings  xviii.  26. 
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tempt,    as   well    as   they,  and    fo    both    ftand   upon  equal    A.  m. 
Ground  ;  or  that,  if  he  fucceeded,  the  Thing  might  not  be]^°°''^^J"- 
done  fo  cleverly,  but  that   there  might  be  Room  for  fome,oo^,  ^\] 
Cavils  and  Exceptions  to  be  rais'd  againft  it.  From 

Upon  thefe  Prefumptions,  they   might  enter  t\\Q  Liji s :  ^^'^^f  :^^- 
And,  when  they  were  fo  fhamefully  defeated,  the  Prophet,  of  2  Chron. 
{b)  as  an  extraordinary  Minifter  of  God's  Vengeance  upon     '  v  n,j 
Sinners,  ('efpecially  when  the  Magiftrate  fo  grofsly  neglecSted '^"'^w^j'  ^' 
his  Duty)   had  fufficient  Authority    to  execute  (cj  the  Sen- ;^'2'/^f'' 
tence  of  Death,  pafs'd  upon  them  by  the  Lord  of  Life  andy/tf/«. 
Death,  as  Perverters  of  the  Law,   and  Teachers  of  Idolatry ; 
as  Authors  of  Cruelty,  and  Inciters  of  Jezebel  {d)  to  murthtr 
the  Prophets  of  the  Lord ;  and  as  Cheats  and  Impoftors,  to 
whofe  Execution   the  People  concurr'd,  their  Princes  gave 
their  Confent,  and  their    King    (as   aftonifti'd   at  the   late 
ftupendous  Miracle)  could  make  no  Oppofition. 

Whether  ///>^^'s  Repentance,  upon  the  Commination?r>&y(7(,^^^, 
of  God's    Judgments,  w^ts  fine  ere  or  fuperficial   only,  has.e-^'^'^A- 
been  a  Matter  of  fome  Debate  among  Divines.     'Tis  cer-  '^^^^  ^^" 
tain,  that,  in  Confideration  of  it,  God  revok'd,   at  leaft  in      ^ 
Part,  the  Sentence  which   he  had  denounc'd   againft  him, 
and  transferr'd   it   upon  his  Pofterity .  And   {e)  yet    we  do 
not  find    him   producing  any  Fruits   meet  for  Repentance  ; 
cither  renouncing  his  Superftitions,  or  deftroying   his  Idols, 
dr  reftoring    Naboth's   Vineyard,  or  re- eftabliflimg  the  true 
Worfhip  of  God.     Struck  with  the  Prophet's  Menaces,  and 
dreading  the  EfFe6ts  of  his  Predictions,  he  put  on  the  Garb 
of  a  Penitent  ;  he  wept,  he  figh'd,  he  fafted  and  bemoan'd 
himfelf:  But  how  came  God,  who  infpe6ls  the  Hearts,  and 
cannot   be  taken  with   external  Shew,  to  have  any  Refpefi: 
to  this  ?  Such  Efteem  has  he  (according   to  fome)  for   true 
Repentance  and  Reformation,  that  he  was  willing  to  reward 
the    very  Appearance    of  it ;  but  this    is  an    Anfwer   that 
comports  not  fo  well  with  the  Purity  and  Holinefs  of  God  : 
And  therefore  we  (hould  rather    chufe  to   fay,  that  JhaFs 
Repentance  at  this  Time  was  true,  tho'  imperfect  j  and  his 
Sorrow  fincere,    tho'  of  no  long   Continuance  ;  and  that, 
had  he  perfifted  in  the  good   Rerolutions  he  had  then  taken        - 
up,  God  would  have  remitted  him,  not  only  the  temporal, 
but  the  eternal,    Punifhment  likewife  that  was  due  to  his  Sin. 
In   the  mean  Time,  this   Inftance  of  the  Divine  Lenity  is 

1  2  left 

(h)  Pool's  Annotations  on  i  Kings  xviii.  40.      {c)  Deut,  xiii, 

6,  9. xiii.z,  7.  (^)  I  Kings  xviii.  4,  (e)  Calmtt\ 

Commentary. 
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A.  M.     left  upon  Record  to  encourage  the  firft  EfTays  of  our  Re- 
j,oo\,  &c.  pentance,  and  to  eive  us   AfTurance  of  this, That 

Ant.  Chrif.    *^  \  f.  /^     I      r/-,         7        7  ;      71^  /- 

100^,  &c.  our  good  and   gracious  Cjod,  (f)  who   keepetb  Mercy  for 
From      ThoufandSf  and  forgiveth  Iniquity^  Tranfgrejfioriy  and  Sin^ 
iKings  viii.  ^^^  ^^m  ^^^  break  the  brut  fed  Reed^  nor   quench  the  fmoak- 
of  a  Chron.  ^«^  Flax,  but  bring  forth  'Judgment  unto  Truth. 

v->o      But  the  fame  God,  who  profefTcs  himfelf  the  Forgiver 
Why  he  cut  ^f  Tranfgrcflion  and  Sin,  declares  withal,  that  [h)   he  will 
Children  for  ^°^  '^^^^^  ^^^   Guilty,  hut   vifit  the  Iniquity    ef  the  Fathers 
their  Fa-      upon  the  Children.     In  the  Cafe  of  Hiel,  that   impious  Re- 
thtriSin.    Builder  of  yericho,  God  wasoblig'd,   in  order  to  fulfil  the 
Prophecy,    to    transfer  the  Punifhment,    due  to  the  Father, 
upon  his  Sons,  becaufe  the  Form  of  Jojhua's  Maledi£tion 
is,   (/)  Curfed  be  the  Man  before  the  Lord,  that  raifeth   up, 
and  buildeth,  this  City,  Jericho  :  He  fhalllay  the  Foundation 
thereof  in  his  Firjl-Born,  and  in   his  youngeji  Son  fhall  he 
fet  up  the  Gates  of  it :  And,  as  this  Maledidtion   was  kept 
upon  Record,  and  a  Thing  well  known,  the  People  would 
have  had  but  a  flender  Conception  of  God's  Jufticcj  or  ra- 
ther the  Judgment  would  have  pafs'd  without  Obfervation, 
had  Hiel  alone  (whofe  Death  might  have  been  imputed   to 
his  old  Age)  been  cut  off  in  the  Courfe  of  his  building  this 
City.     But  now,  by  taking  his  Children,  one  after  another, 
as  the  Building  advanc'd,  the  Hand  of  God  was  vifible,  the 
Denunciation  of  his  Servant  verify'd,  and  a  proper  Caution 
given  to  the  whole  Nation,  not  to  defpife  his  Patience  and 
,  Long-Suffering,  becaufe  they  could  not  but  fee,  that,  upon 

their  perfifting  in  their  Impenitence,  all  his  Threats  and 
Comminations  would,  fooner  or  later j  moft  certainly  come 
to  pafs. 

HIEL  himfelf  indeed  is  not  concern'd  in  the  Prophe- 
cy, and  therefore  no  Mention  is  made  in  Scripture  of  what 
Fate  befel  him  ;  but,  from  the  Impartiality  of  God's  Juf- 
tice,  we  have  Reafon  to  fuppofe,  (k)  that,  after  he  had 
liv'd  to  bean  Eye-Witnefs  of  his  Children's  untimely  Death, 
himfelf  was  cut  off  by  fome  fore  Judgment  ;  or,  that  if 
he  efcap'd,  his  prefent  Impunity  was  his  greateft  Mifery^ 
forafmuch  as  it  continu'd  his  Torment  in  the  fad  and  laft- 
ing  Remembrance  of  his  Sons,  that  were  loft  through  his 
Folly  ;  or  elfe  was  a  Means  to  harden  his  Heart,  for  the 
Inflidion  of  fuch  greater  Punifhments,  as  God  had  referv'd 
for  him. 

It 

(/)  Exod.  xxxiv.  7.  {g)  Ifaiah  xlli.  J.  (h)  Exod. 

xxxiv.  7.         (i)  Jofli.  vi.  26.         (k)  Poors  Annotations. 
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It  is  certainly  an  Argument,  either  of  grofs  Ignorance,    a.  m. 
or  of  a  very  corrupt  and  deprav'd  Mind,  to  make  the  ^^"■l„°'cif-r 
defcenftons  of  Scripture  as   Matter  of  Exception    againft  it,  ico'^,  (§c. 
and  to  find  Fault  with   the  facred   Penman,  becaufe  he  en-      From 
deavours,  by    apt    Allufions  and  Reprefentations,  to  bring  ^^^^"^^^'"* 
down  Spiritual  and  Divine  Things  to  the  Meafure  of  our  of  2  Chron. 
mean  and  fhallow  Capacities.  L-OOsJ 

(/)  The  fews   conceiv'd  of  God  in  Heaven,    as  of  a^'"'^^'^ 
King  feated  on  his  Thrqne  ;  and  that  good  and  bad  Angels,  bctakJnin  a 
the  one  ftanding  on  his  Right-Hand,  and  the  other   on    his  literal,  but 
Left,  were  the  appointed  Executioners  of  his  Orders,  either  parabolical, 
to  reward,  or   punifh  his   Subjects.     And  as   Princes  upon 
Earth  do  generally    nothing  of  Moment,  without   advifing 
with  their  Council,  and  chief  Officers ;  fo  the  Prophet    re- 
prefents  Almighty  God,  as  deliberating  with    his  heavenly 
Courtiers  what  Courfe  he  had  beft  to  take,  in  order  to  bring 
Ahab  to  Deftrudtion.     Amidft  this  Confultation,  fome  fug- 
geft    one   Expedient,  and   fome   another;  but  none  takes 
with  God,  until   a  lying  Spirit  fteps   out,  and    offers   his 
Service,  which  God,  after  fome  Examination  into  his  Abi- 
lities, accepts. 

But  now,  no  Man,  I  think,  can  have  fuch  a  crude 
Conception  of  the  Divine  Providence^  as  to  think,  that  this 
is  the  Method  of  God's  governing  the  World  ;  that  he, 
who  is  the  Fountain  of  all  Power  and  Wifdom,  needs  to 
advife  with  any  of  his  Creatures,  nor  can  be  at  a  Lofs  for 
any  Expedient  to  accomplifh  his  Ends  ;  or  that  he,  who  is 
both  Truth  and  Holinefs  itfelf,  fhould  ever  fend  a  lying 
Spirit  among  his  Prophets,  which  would  be  to  confound  all 
Jnfpiration,  and  to  make  the  Imputation  of  Error  redound 
upon  himfelf. 

(m)  Upon  the  whole  then,  we  cannot  but  infer,  that 
the  Speech  of  Micaial^s  was  no  more,  than  a  parabolical 
Reprefentation  of  a  certain  Event,  which  not  long  after 
came  to  pafs  ;  that  feveral  of  the  Circumftances,  which  are 
thrown  into  it,  are  in  a  great  Meafure  Ornamental,  and  de- 
fign'd  only  to  illuftrate  the  Narration ;  and  that  therefore 
they  are  not  to  be  taken  in  a  literal  Senfe,  but  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  other  Parables  are,  where  the  End  and  Defign 
of  the  Speaker  is  chiefly  to  be  confider'd  ;  which,  in  Mi- 
caiah\  Cafe,  was,  to  {hew  the  Reafon,  why  fo  many  of  the 
Prophets  declar'd  what  was  falfe  upon   this  Occafion  ;  even 

I  3  becaufe 

(I)  Calmet\  Commentary.  (m)   Le  Clerc^i  Commen- 

tary. 
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A.  M.     bccaufc  they  were  mov'd,  not  by  the  Spirit  of  Truth,    but 
300 '^^J   that  of  Adulation. 

ioc\  &c'.  The  Prophets  indeed,  botli  in  their /»^rfl^a//V<7/ Speeches, 
From  and  fymbollcal  Actions,  arc  to  be  confider'd  as  Perfons  of  a 
1  Kings  VIII.  fnigul^r  Charadter.  For  as  we  find  (;/)  one  of  them  tear- 
o'f  2  Chron.  i'lg  bis  own  Garment  to  Pieces,  to  fignify  to  Jeroboam  the 
V>''>'>^  AUenation  of  the  major  Part  of  the  Kingdom  from  the 
Why  the  Houfe  of  Solomofi ;  fo  here  we  have  another  defiring  his 
(\7\n  "for"not  Companion  (for  fo  what  we  render  Neighbour  fignifies)  to 
finiting  his  give  him  a  Wound  (0),  that  thereby  he  might  have  the  bet- 
Broibcr.  ter  Opportunity  of  reproving  Jhab  for  his  ill-tim'd  Clc- 
^"'^'"''       mency  to  Benhadad. 

The  Princes  of  the  Eajl  were  very  difficult  of  Accefs  j 
and  in  the  Court  of  Ahaby  in  particular,  the  Chara6ler  ot  a 
Prophet  was  held  in  fo  great  Deteftation,  that  feme  Expe- 
dient was  to  be  found  out,  to  gain  him  Admittance  to  the 
King's  Prefence  J  and  an  Opportunity  to  fpeak  to  him  in 
the  Manner  he  defign'd.  After  fo  great  a  Vidlory,  as 
Ahab  had  lately  won  by  the  Valour  of  his  Men,  it  may  be 
prefum'd,  that  the  Name  of  a  Soldier  was  become  in  high 
Efteem,  and  therefore  to  perfonate  a  Soldier,  and  a  wound- 
ed Soldier  likewife,  who  might  more  engage  the  King's 
Pity  and  Attention,  the  Prophet  intreats  his  Fellow-Colle- 
giate (having  firft  told  him  his  Intent)  to  give  him  a  flighty 
Cut  with  a  Sword,  or  fome  other  Inftrument,  that  thereby 
he  might  be  enabled  to  ail  his  Part  better. 

To  defire  to  have  his  own  Flefli  flafti'd  and  cut,  was, 
in  Appearance,  a  Rcqueft  iofrantlck,  that  juftly  might  his' 
Brother-Prophet  have  deny'd  him  that  Courtefy,  had  he 
not  been  fatisfy'd  that  the  Requeft  came  from  God :  But 
herein  lay  the  great  Fault  of  the  Recufant ;  tho'  he  knew 
the  Authority  of  God's  Commands,  and  that  this  was  the 
very  Thing  which  he  injoin'd,  yet,  out  of  an  indifcreet. 
Pity  and  Compaffion  to  his  Brother,  he  refus'd  to  comply. 
(/>)  Had  he  been  a  Stranger  indeed  to  the  feveral  Methods 
of  Divine  Prophecy,  he  might  have  excus'd  himfelf  with  a 
better  Grace  j  but,  as  he  was  equally  a  Prophet,  bred  up 
in  tlie  fame  School  with  the  other,  had  been  intorm'd  by 
the  other  of  his  whole  Defign,  and  well  underftood  the 
Weight  of  thefe  Words,  {q)  I  command  thee  in  the  Name 
of  the  Lord,  he  was   utterly   inexcufable  5  becaufe  Difobe- 

dience 

(«)  I  Kings  xi.  30,  31.  [0)  I  Kings  XX.  35.  (p)  PobI^ 
Annotations.        (^)  i  Kings  xx.  35. 
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dience  to  a    Divine  Command,  and   efpecially,  when  deli-    A.  M. 
ver'd  by   a    Prophet,  was,  (r)  by  the  Conftrudicn  of  the\°°^' ^f- 

-r  111  ■      1  '    \    t       I  Ant.  Cnrift. 

t-aw,  held  capital.  xccj,  fefc. 

Now  there  were  two  Ways    (according  to  the  fevjijh     From 
Dodors)    wherein   the  Prophets  of  old  were    punifh'd  ^or  ^'^^[J^fy^''* 
their  Offences  in  their  Office.     Thofe,  (s)  who  prophefiedof  2  chron, 
in  the  Name  of  Idols,  or  prophefied  Fallhoods    in    God's  ^.^'V^J 
Name,  were  put  to  Death  by  the  Judges  j  but  thofe,   who 
either  conceal'd,  or   rejected,   a   true  Prophecy,    were  to 
die  by  the  Hand  of  God.     And  in  the  Cafe  now  before  us, 
the  Divine  Juftice  might  be  more  difpos'd    to  mark   what 
was  done  amifs,  for  this  Reafon,  (among  others  to  us   un- 
known) that  by  the  Severity  of  this  Punifhment  of  a   Pro- 
phet's Difobedience,  proceeding  from  Pity  to  his   Brother- 
Prophet,  he  might  teach  Ahab  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Sin,  in 
fparing  him,  (^through  a  foolifh  Generofity  or  Compaffion) 
whom,  by    the  Laws    of  Religion,  and   Juftice,  and  Pru- 
dence, and  Self-prefervation,  he  fhould  have  cut   offj  and 
confequently,  what  Punifhment  he  might  reafonably  expect 
for  his  Difobedience. 

In  the  Account,  which  the  Scripture  gives  us  of  feho-  ^h  Je^o- 
Jhaphat's  Reformation,  it  is    faid,  that  he  not  only  (/)   took^^^^^j^^^' 
away  the  High- Places.,   and  Groves.,  but  fent  to  his  Princes  nersnt  Prea. 
to  teach   the  Cities    ij/"  Judah,  and  with  them  fent  Levites.,'^"'''  ""'^ 
who  had  the  Book  of  the  Law  with  them^  and  went  through^ J^.   ^^^ 
all  the  Cities  of  Judah,  teaching  the  People  :  But  what  the 
proper  Bufmefs  of  thefe  Princes,  in  their  Circuit    round  the 
Kingdom,  was,  is   a  Matter  of   fome  Difpute  among   the 
Learned.     Grotius    (u)    is    of   Opinion,    that   their  Com- 
miffien  extended  to  the  Inftruclion   of  the   People,  which, 
in  Cafes  extraordinary,  is  every    ones  Bufinefs,  and    could. 
ne\'er  be  done   with  more  Probability  of  Succefs,  than    by 
Perfons  who  were  of  the  King's  Council,  and  inverted  with 
his  Authority.     There   is  Reafon  to   think,    however,  that 
they  did  not  act  in  the  very  fame  Capacity  with  the  Priejis 
and   Levites  that  attended   them  ;  but  that,  [x)  as  fudges ^  * 

and  fuftices  of  Peace,  among  us,  teach  and  inftrucl  the 
People  in  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  when  they  deliver  their 
Charges  from  the  Bench  ;  fo  thefe  great  Men,  in  the  King's 
Name,  did  only  admonifh,  and  require,  the  People,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Laws  of  God,  which  were  the  municipal  Laws  of 

I  4  the 

(r)  Dcut.  xviii.  ig.     (j)  Ibid,  xvlii.  20.       {t)  2  Chron.  xvii. 
6.     («)  In  Locum.        (*•)  PoqI^  Annoutions,  on  ver.  7. 
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A.  M.    the  Land,  and  left  the  particular  Explication,  and  Enforce- 

An'^'chr^ft  ^^^^U   of  them  to  thofe  of  the y^cr^<:/ Order,  who  went  a- 

J003,  &ff.  long  with   them;  fupporting  them  in  the  mean  Time,  in 

From      the  Execution  of  their   Office,  and  obliging  the  People  to 

I  Kings  viii.  receive   them   with  Refped,  to   hear  them  with  Attention, 

to  the  End  ,  o  w        1  1  1        1 

of  2  chron.  and  to  pradtiie  what  they  taught  them. 
K^nOw      However  this   be,  'tis  obvious  from  the  Senfe   of  the 
Words,  that,  in  thofe  Days,  there  was  a  great  (y)  Faming 
in  the  Land^  (as  the  Prophet  exprefles  it)  not  a  Famine  of 
Bread,  or   a  Thirji  of  Water,  but  of  hearing  the  Words  of 
the  Lord.     There  were  thennofuch  publick  Synagogues  and 
publick  Teachers,  as  were  afterwards  inflitutedin  the  King- 
dom, for  the  Inftru6tion  of  the  People  in  the  Senfe  of  the 
Law  J  for  then,  there   would  have    been  no  Occafion    for 
thefe  Commijftoners  and  Levites,  to  have  gone  about  through- 
out all  the  Cities  of  Judah  ;  and  into  fuch  a  wretched   State 
of  Ignorance  was  the  Generality  of  the  People  fallen,  that 
there  was   fcarce    one  Copy  of  the  Law  to  be  found  in  the 
whole  Country  ;  for  which  Reafon  it  was  thought  advifable, 
and  neceflary  indeed,  to  carry  one  with  them.        ■        ■       ■> 
The  Truth  is,  the  Synagogues,    whereof    we  read    fo 
much  in  the  ASfs  of  our  Saviour,  and  his  Afojlles,  as  Places 
appointed  for   the  publick  Inftrudtion  of  the  People,  were: 
not  of  fo   early  an  Inftitution,  as   the  Times  we   are  now 
ipeaking  of.     (z)  They  did  not  obtain  univerfally,  till  after 
the  Time    of  the   Maccabees  ;    and    'tis  to  no  later  Date, 
than  this,  that  the  Words   of  St.    "James  allude,  {a)  Mofes 
of  old  Time  hath  in   every  City  them  that  preach  him,  being 
read   in    the    Synagogues    every   Sabbath-Day.     Upon  the 

Whole  therefore  we  may  infer, That  if  proper  Places 

for  religious  Inftruftion  were  not  as  yet  inftituted  ;  if  the  Le- 
vites  and  others,  whofe  ftated  Bufmefs  it  was  to  inflruil  the 
People,  were  become  grofsly  negligent  in  their  Duty  ;  and 
the  People  withal  were  grown  fo  obftinate  in  their  Igno- 
rance, as  to  want  a  proper  Authority  to  compel  them  to 
liften  to  their  Inftru6lors  ;  then  was  this  Commiflion,  which 
^  fehajhaphat  gave  to  Perfons,  duly  qualify'd   to  execute   it, 

far  from  being  needlefs  or  fupererogant,  but  fuch  only  as 
became  a  pious  Prince,  whofe  chief  Ambition  was,  that 
(b^  the  Farth  Jhould  be  filled  with  the  Knowledge  of  the  Lor  dy 
as  the  Waters  cover  the  Sea. 

For 

(y)  Amos  viii.  11.  («.)  Calmet\  Diflionary,  under  the 

Word  Synagogue.         (a)  A<3s  XV.  21.         [b)  Ifaiah  xi.  9. 
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For  this  Reafon  no  Doubt  it  is,  that  the  facred  Hifto-    A.  M. 
rian  has  remark'd  (as  a  Reward  of  this  Prince's  Piety)  that  3^°^°''^^^f^_ 
(c)  he  had  not  only  Riches  and  Honours  in  Abundance,    but  ,003,  &c'. 
a  more  numerous  People,  and   a  larger   military  Force,  (in  From  i  Kin. 
Proportion  to  his  Territories)   than  any  of  his  moft  power-  ^'^'j  "^^^^  ^ 
ful  FredecelTors.     The  whole  Amount  of  the  Particulars  in- j  chron, 
deed  is  fo   very  great,  (d)  that   fome  have  fufpefted  a  Mi-     ^'^'V^\J 
ftalce  in  the  Tranfcribers  ;  but   when  it  is  confider'd,    that  ^^^^^ J,'j°- 
the  Dominions  of  the  Kingdom  of  Jttdah   under  Jehojha-  Subjeas 
phat  were  not  confin'd  to  the  narrow  Limits  of  Judah   and  werefo  ma. 
Benjamin   only,  but  {e)  reach'd    into   the  Tribes  of  Dan,"y>J'J'l^^^^^' 
Ephraiyn^  atid  Simeon ;  into  Arabia,  and    the    Country  of  "^ : 
the  Philijiines  ;  in  a  Word,  from  Beerfheha  to  the  Moun- 
tains of  Ephraim,  one  Way,  and  from  Jordan  to  the  Me- 
diterranean-Sea, the  other  ;  when  it  is  confider'd  that    this 
Kingdom  receiv'd  a  vaft  Acceflion,  when  yeroboarn   thruft 
out  the  Priefts  and  Levites,  from  officiating  in  the  Service 
of  the  Lord,  and  Multitudes  of  other  pioufly  difpos'd  Per- 
fons  foUow'd   them  from    all  Parts  of  Ifrael,  when    they 
found  that  they  might    be  encourag'd  in  worfhipping  God 
at  Jerufalem  ;  when  it  is  confider'd,  that  this  Country  was 
exceedingly    well  cultivated,  flourifhing    in  Commerce,  a- 
bounding  with  Foreigners,  and   what  a  vaft  Increafe  of  In- 
habitants in  any  Nation  may  be  produc'd  in  the  Space  of 
an  hundred  Years,  vvhich  was  the  very  Period  from  Da- 
vid ;  and  when  it  is  confider'd  farther,  that  Soldiers  in  thefe 
Days  were  not  kept,   like  our  ftanding  Armies,  in  conflant 
Pay  and  Duty  ;  but  only  had  their  Names  fet  down  in  the 
King's  Mufler-Rolls,  in   order  to  be  fummon'd   to  Arms 
whenever    there   was  Occafion,    and  fo  return'd  to    their 
Families,  and  follow'd  their  ufual  Occupations  :  When  all 
this  is  confider'd,   and  put  together,  I  fay,  we  fhall  not  find 
the  Number  of  twelve  hundr£d  Thoufand  fighting  Men  (even 
tho'  they   may   include  y/x  Millions  of  Perfons  of  all  Ages 
and  Conditions)  to  be  fo  very  extravagant ;  efpecially,  when 
it  is  remember'd,  that  the  City  of  Thebes  alone  (as  it  is  re- 
ported by  (f)  Tacitus)  furnifli'd  no  lefs  than  feven  hundred 
Thoufand  Soldiers  j  that,  in  antient  Rome,  there  were  once 
between  three  and  four    Millions  of  Souls  ;  and   that,  in 
Grand-Cairo,  (as  fome  Travellers  report)  there  is  now  al- 
mofl  twice  that  Number. 

We 

[c)  2  Chron.  xvlii.  i.         {J)  Le  C/erc's  Commcntarjr  on  ibid, 
xvii.  14.         (e)  Ca/met's  ibid.         (^/j  Annals,  lib.  ii. 


138  the  Htflory  of  the  BIB  L  E,      Book  VI, 

A.  M,  We'  have  but  one  feeming  Paradox  more  to  account  for, 
An^'chJif.^"^  that  is  the  Fall  (g)  of  the  Walls  of  Aphek  upon  no  lefs 
ico3,feff.  than  feven  and  twenty  Thoufand  Men.  But,  in  Anfwer  to 
From  this,  (A)  we  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  this  IVall.^  or  Cajile^ 
t  ^he^End"  °^  ^"^^y  (^s  it  may  be  render'd)  fell  upon  every  individual 
of  2  chron.  o"^»  much  lefs,  that  it  killed  every  Man  it  fell  on  :  'Tis 
v./VN^  fufficient  to  juftify  the  Expreflion,  that  it  fell  upon  the 
How  the  main  Body  of  thefe  feven  and  twenty  Thoufand,  and  that 
v^tV.faiiin'^^  killed  fome,  and  maim'd  others,  (for  the  Scripture  does 
might  kill  not  fay,,  that  it  killed  all)  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  Cafes.  Let 
and  maim  Jo  \x%  fuppofe  then,  that  thefe  Syrians,  after  their  Defeat  from 
'"'^''J:  the  Plains  of  Aphek^  betook  themfelves  to  this  fenc'd  City, 

and,  defpairing  of  any  Quarter,  mounted  the  Walls,  or  re- 
tir'd  into  fome  Caftle,  with  a  Refolution  to  defend  them- 
felves to  the  laft  ;  and  that  the  Ifraelitijh  Army,  coming 
upon  them,  plied  the  Walls,  or  the  Caftle,  on  every  Side, 
fo  warmly  with  their  Batteries,  that  down  they  came  at 
once,  and  killing  fome,  wounding  others,  and  making  the 
reft  difperfe  for  Fear,  did  all  the  Execution  that  the  Text 
intends. 

TFius  we  may  account  for  this  Event  in  a  natural  Way  i 
but  it  is  more  reafonable  to  think,  that  God,  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion,  wrought  a  Miracle  ;  and,  either  by  fome  fudden 
Earthquake,  or  violent  Storm  of  Wind,  overturn'd  thefe 
Walls,  or  this  Fortrefs,  upon  the  Syrians.  And  indeed, 
if  any  Time  was  proper  for  his  Almighty  Arm  to  inter- 
pofe,  (/)  it  was  at  fuch  a  Time  as  this,  when  thefe  blafphe- 
mous  People  had  deny'd  his  fovereign  Power  and  Autho- 
rity in  the  Government  of  the  World,  and  thereby,  in 
fome  Meafure,  oblig'd  him,  in  Vindication  of  his  own  Ho- 
nour, to  give  them  a  full  Demonftration  of  it,  and  to 
(hew,  that  he  was  the  {k)  God  of  the  Plains,  as  well  as 
of  the  Mountains ;  that  he  could  as  effedually  deftroy 
them  in  Strong-Holds,  as  in  the  open  Field,  and  make  the 
very  Walls,  wherein  they  trufted  for  Defence,  the  Inftru- 
ments  of  their  Ruin. 

ig)    I  Kings  XX.  30.  {h)  PooFs  Annotations  in  Locum. 

(?)  PW,  ibid.         {i)   I  Kings  XX.  23. 
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A.   M. 

3001,  &c, 

DISSERTATION   11.  Ant.chrif. 

From 

Of  the  Iranjlation  of  Enoci^  qnd  Elijah.  'o^he^End' 

of  *  Chron. 

OF  all  the  Events  recorded  in  Scripture,  we  meet  withT-^^R^alit^ 
none,  that  requires  our  Attention  more,  than  the  Tran-of  Enoch'* 
Jlation  oi  \he.  Patriarch  ^wr^,  in  the  Times  before  the  Flood, '^'''"'^''"*''- 
andthe  Aflumption  of  the  Ftophet  Elijah^  under  theDifpen- 
fation  of  the  Law  :  For,  whether  Jldofes,  the  great  Minifter 
of  that  Difpenfation,  was  in  like  Manner  exempted  from  the 
common  Fate  of  Mortals,  is  a  Matter  wherein  Commeiitators 
are  not  fo  well  agreed.  The  Account  of  Elijah's  Tranfla- 
tion  is  fo  exprefs,  and  circumftantiated,  that  no  Queflion 
can  be  made  of  its  Reality  :  But  the  Ambiguity  of  the 
Words,  wherein  the  facred  Hiftorian  has  related  the  Aflump- 
iiionoi  Enochs  has  induc'd  feveral  to  think,  that,  tho'  this 
antediluvian  Patriarch  was  highly  in  Favour  with  God,  and 
for  that  Reafon  remov'd  from  the  contagious  Wickednefs, 
which  was  then  overfpreading  the  Earth  ;  yet  that  this 
Removal  was  efFc(Sted,  not  by  any  miraculous  Operation 
of  God,  but  merely  by  his  undergoing  a  natural  Death. 

The  Words,  wherein  Mefes  has  recorded   this  Tranf- ^r^a«f„^s 
a£lion,  are  very  few,  and  thefe  of  uncertain  Signification.  ^^^'V^  ^^ 
(/)  Enoch  walked  with  God^  and  he  was  not,  for   God  took 
him.     Now  it  is  plain  from  feveral  Paflages   in    Scripture 
not  only  that  the  Word,  which  we  render    God  took  him 
is  fet  to  fignify  our  common  Death,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  Elijah 
himfejf,  when,  under  the  Juniper-Tree,  he  prays,  that  God 
would  {m)  take  away  his  Life,  becaufe  he    was  not  better 
than  his  Fathers ;  and  in  that  of  holy  Job,  when  he  tells  us  ~ 

that  he  did  not  know  how  foon  [n)  his  Maker  might  take 
him  away  j  but  that  the  other  Expreffion,  he  was  not,  is 
frequently  us'd  in  the  fame  Senfe,  as  is  evident  from  the 
Lamentation  which  both  Jacob,  and  his  Son  Reuben,  made 
for  the  fuppos'd  Lofs  of  Jofeph :  (o)  Jofeph  is  not,  and 
Simeon  is  not,  fays  the  oid  iVIan  :  And  (/>)  the  Child  is 
not  ;  and  I,  whither  Jhall  I  go  ?  fays  his  Son.  So  that  no 
Argument  can  be  drawn  from  the  Terms  in  the  Text   to 

countenance 

(/)  Gen.  V.  24.  (ct)  I  Kings  xix.  4.  («)  Job  xxxii. 

22,        (0)  Gen.  xlii,  36.        {p.  Ibid,  xxxvii,  30. 
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A.M.    countenance  a  miraculous  Aflumption,  more  than  a  natural 
JJJJ^^'^^j^f*  Death,  in  the  Prophet  ^'wfZ'.     But  this  is  not  all. 
100 j,  (^c\       The  Author  of  the  Book,  intitled  The  IVifdom  of  So\o- 
From     mon,  is  fuppos'd  to  carry  the  Matter  farther,  and  to  declare 
to'th^^End'  pofitively  for  the  Death  of  this  Patriarch,  v/hen  he  tells  us, 
©f  2  Chron.  [q)   that  he  pleafed  God^  and  was  beloved  of  hi?n,  fo  that, 
^y\r'sj  living  among  Sinners^  he  was  tranflated ;  yea^  fpeedily  was 
he  taken  avjay,  Icjl  Wickednefs  jhould  alter  his  Underjiand- 
ingy  and  Deceit  beguile  his  Soul.     Being  made  perfeil  in  a 
jhort  Time^  he  fulfilled  a  long   Ti?ne  ;  for  his  Soul  pleafed 
the  Lord,  therefore  hajled  he  to  take  him  away  from  among 
the  Wicked.     Where  every  Line    in  the  Defcn'ption    (as 
fome  imagine)  fuits  exadlly  with  Enoch,  and  yet  the  Author 
all  along  fuppofes,  that  the  Perfon,  he  is  here  fpeaking  of, 
dy'd  in  the  fame  Manner,  as  other  Men  do. 
Ar^umenu        ^^.'^  ^^  acknowledge  indeed,  that  the  Author  of  the  Book 
of  Wifdom,  fpeaking  of  the   hafty  and  premature  Death  of 
the  Righteous,  might  properly  enough  allude  to  what  Mofes 
relates  concerning  the  Tranflation  of  Enoch,  who,  in  Com- 
parifon  of  his   contemporary  Patriarchs,  liv'd  but  a  fhort 
Time ;  but  we  have  no  Reafon  at  all  to  fuppofe,  that  he  is 
here  directly  treating  of  the  Death  of  Enoch :     On  the  con- 
trary, that  he  is  here  difcourfmg  of  the  Righteous  in  general, 
and  vindicating  the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs   of  Providence, 
in  taking  them  fometimes  fooner  than  ordinary  out  of  this 
wicked  World,  is  evident  from  the  Inference,  wherewith 
he  concludes  his  Difcourfe :     [s)  Thus  the  Righteous,  that  is 
dead,  /hall  condemn  the  Ungodly,  that  is  living,   and  Touth, 
that  is  foon  perfected,  the  old  Age  of  the  Unrighteous  :     For 
they  /hall  fee  the  Age  of  the  wife,  and  /hall  not  under/land, 
what  God,  in  his  Council,  hath  decreed  of  him,  and  to  what 
End  the  Lord  hath  fet  him  in  Safety. 

We  acknowledge  again,  that,  according  to  the  Light 
which  the  Gofpel  has  introduc'd,  for  a  good  Man  to  die  at 
any  Time  (t)  is  Gain,  and  to  be  remov'd  from  the  Mi- 
feries  of  this  Life  is  much  better  than  the  longeft  Conti- 
nuance in  it  :  («)  But  ftill  it  muft  be  confefs'd,  that,  in  the 
firft  Ages  of  the  World,  and  under  a  lefs  perfect  Difpenfa- 
tion.  Length  of  Days  was  generally  accounted  the  Recom- 
pence  of  Virtue  :  And  therefore,  if  there  were  nothing 
extraordinary  in  the  Manner  of  Enoch\  Departure,  the  other 

Patriarchs, 

'q)  Wifdom  iv.  lo,  £fff.  (r)  Calmet's  Differt.  fur  le  Pa- 
triarche  Henoch.        {s)  Wifd.  iv.  i6,  17.  (/)  Phil.  i.  21.  22. 

(;/)  Sauriti'i  Diflcrt.  fur  1'  Enlevement  </'  Enoch. 
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Patriarchs,  who  fo  far  exceeded  him  in  Years,  feem  to  have    A.  M. 
been  more  immediately  under  the  Divine  Favour,  than  him,  ^°„°' ^^jf 
who,  tho'   more  remarkable  than  any  for    his  Piety  and  1003,  &c'. 
Goodnefs,  fell  under   the  Lot  and   Condemnation   of  the      From 
Wickedy  as    being  not  permitted  (x)  to  live  out  half  his  \^^^^^^^f' 

t)ays.  of  a  Chroa. 

We  acknowledge,  once  more,  that  the  Words  of  Mbfes  vy'^VNJ' 
do  not  necefiarily  imply  any  miraculous  AJfumption  of  a  liv- 
ing Man  into  Heaven,  or  any  other  Place  unknown,  and 
iinacceflible  to  Mortals :  But  flill,  if  we  will  but  cortipare 
what  he  fays  of  Enoch  with  what  he  relates  of  the  other 
Patriarchs,  we  fhall  foon  perceive,  that  his  Purpofe  was  to 
diftinguifh  between  their  Manner  of  leaving  the  World,  and 
his.  For  whereas  it  is  faid  of  all  the  preceding  Patriarchs, 
that  they  liv'd  to  fuch  and  fuch  a  Number  of  Years,  and 
{y)  begai  Sons  and  Daughters^  and  fo  died  ;  of  Enoch  it  is 
faid,  that  (z)  he  lived  fixty  and  five  Tears,  and  begat  Afe- 
thufelah  5  that,  after  he  begat  Methufelah,  he  lived  three 
hundred  Tears,  and  begat  Sons  and  Daughters  ;  but  then, 
inftead  of  he  died,  the  Author's  Words  are,  he  walked  with 
God,  and  was  not,  for  God  took  him  :  Where  he  firft  takes 
Notice  of  his  good  and  pious  Life,  vv^hich  made  him  fo  ac- 
ceptable to  God,  and  then  of  his  Tranllation,  God  took  him  ; 
but,  left  there  fhould  be  any  Ambiguity  in  that  Expreflion, 
he  adds,  and  he  was  not,  or  appear'd  no  more  in  the  World  ; 
whereby  he  intimates,  that  he  ftill  lives,  and  fubfifts  in  fome 
other  Place. 

The  Truth  is,  thefe  Expreffions  in  the  Text  (when 
rightly  underftood)  do  confirm,  rather  than  invalidate,  the 
Doftrine  of  Enoch's  Tranflation :  But,  to  put  the  Matter 
beyond  all  Difpute,  we  have  the  Authority  of  an  Apoftle, 
enumerating  the  Adions  of  the  Worthies  of  old,  and  telling 
us  of  this  Patriarch  in  particular,  that  (a)  by  Faith  he  was 
iranflated,  that  he  Jhould  not  fee  Death,  and  was  not  founds 
becaufe  God  had  tranflated  him  :  For,  before  his  'Trariflationy 
he  had  this  Tejiimony,  that  he  pleafed  God :  Where  the  Au- 
thor to  the  Hebrews  takes  care,  by  repeating  the  Word  three 
Times,  to  prevent  our  miftaking  his  Meaning ;  and,  by 
telling  us,  that  the  Patriarch  was  not  found,  he  plainly  al- 
ludes to  what  the  Sons  of  the  Prophets  did,  when  Elijah 
v/as  taken  away,  /'.  e.  fent  [b]  fifty  Men  in  Queft  of  him, 
hut  found  him  not  j  and  confequently  not  obfcurely  intimates, 

that 

(x)  Pfal.  Iv.  25.  fy)  Gen.  v.  ^,&c.  (2)  Ver.  2t, 

^c.        {a)  Heb.  xi.  5.         (bj  2  Kings  ii.  16. 
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that  this  Tranfport  of  the  Patriarch  was  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture, with  what  happen'd  to  the  Prophet  fo  many  Years 
after ;  that  they  were  both  the  EfFe<^  of  the  Divine  Favour 
to  them  ;  both  the  Reward  of  their  Services  upon  Earth, 
'  ^'"£l^^''''and  both  a  Remove  to  fome  certain  Place,  that  is  beyond 
of  2  chron.  the  Reach  of  the  Knowledge  of  Man. 
t,>^V"Nu  In  wiiat  Part  of  the  World  this  Place  is,  we  ftiould  not 
OfthePiace,]^Q  too  inquifitive,  much  \e(s  too  pojitive,  becaufe  we  have 
no  Foundation,  but  Conje£tureSj  to  go  upon,  (c)  St  Auftln^ 
who  feems  to  be  more  referv'd  in  other  abflrufe  Queftions, 

is  very  peremptory  in  this, That   Enoch  and  Elijah 

were  tranflated  into  that  \  terrejlrial  Paradife,  where  Adam 
and  Eve  liv'd,  in  their  State  of  Innocence ;  that  there  they 
are  nourifh'd  by  the  Fruit  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  which  gives 
them  a  Power  of  fubfifting  for  ever,  without  fubmitting  to 
the  Neceflity  of  Death  ;  that  there  they  enjoy  all  the  Blef- 
fings  and  Privileges,  that  our  firft  Parents  had  before  their 
Tranfgreflion  j  and,  among  other  Things,  an  Exemption 
from  finning,  by  the  fupernatural  Grace  of  God.  But 
then  the  Queftion  is,  where  we  are  to  place  this  terrejlrial 
Paradife,  fince  there  is  fcarce  ofte  Region  in  the  World, 
that  one  Author  or  other  has  not  made  choice  of  for  its  Si- 
tuation ;  and  fince,  by  the  violent  ConcuJJions,  which  hap- 
pen'd at  Noah's  Flood,  the  Face  of  Nature  had  been  fo 
changed,  that  thofe  very  Places,  which,  according  to  their 
Defcription  in  Scripture,  feem  onde  to  bid  faireft  for  it,  are 
now  debas'd  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  little  to  deferve  the  Ap- 
pellation of  the  Gardens  of  Pleafure,  much  lefs  the  Abodes 
of  the  Bleffed. 

(d)  The  Word  Schamajim,  which  we  render  Heaven, 
is  fuppos'd  by  feveral,  both  Jewi/h  and  Chrijlian  Do(5lors, 
to  be  the  upper  Part  of  the  Air,  where  the  Spirits  of  juft 
Men  departed,  together  with  thefe  two  tranflated  Perfons, 

live 

(f)  Contra  Julian,  lib.  vi.  c.  30. 

\  Whether  the  Mahometans  embrace  the  fame  Opinion,  it  is 
a  little  uncertain;  but  they  have  a  Tradition  among  them,  of 
one  Kheder  or  Khizit!,  who  had  the  good  Fortune  to  find  the 
Fountain  of  Life,  whereof  he  drank  plentifully,  and  fo  became 
immortal.  This  Kheder,  whofe  Name  fignifies  Verdant  or  Ever- 
fiouriJ}?ing,  according  to  them,  is  the  fame  with  Elijah,  who 
lives  in  a  Place  of  Retirement,  in  a  delicious  Garden  where  the 
Fountain  of  Life  runs,  and  the  Tree  of  Life,  which  prefervcs 
his  Immortality,  grows.  Calmet\  Didlionary,  under  the  Word 
Elijah. 

[d)  Le  Chrc^  Commentary  on  2  Kings  ii.  11. 
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live  in  a  State  of  fincere,  but  imperfedl,  Blifs^  until  the  gene-    A.  M. 
ral  RefurreSfion.     But  this,  in  our  Opinion,  is  placing  the  An°t''ch^[it 
Seats  of  theBlefled  too  near  the  Confines  (e)  of  the  Prince  100'^,  &-c.' 
of  the  Power  of  that  Element^  and  in  Danger  of  being  dif-     F'^m 
turb'd  by  feme  Incurfions  from  his  Quarters:  And  there- ^^'^j'/'g^']'' 
fore  (if  we  might  be  indulg'd  a  farther  Conjedlure)  (/)  we  of  2  cinom 
fhould  rather  chufe  to  place  them  beyond   the  Circumfe-  uZ-V^J 
rence  of  the  Solar  Syjiem,  where  there  are  immenfe  Spaces^ 
neither  obftruded  by  the  Motion  of  any  Planets^  nor  ob- 
noxious to  the  Changes   of  their  Atmofpheres^  becaufe  no- 
thing is  thefe  but  pure  Mther.     But  how  our  corporeal  Part 
fhall  be  enabled  to  live  here,  and  to  live  to  all  Eternity,  we 
(hall  then  come  to  underftand,  when  by  Experience  we  (hall 
know,    what  that  Change  is,  which  the  Body  undergoes^ 
when  it  puts  on  Immortality.     In  the  mean  Time,  as  God 
is  Omnipotent,  nothing  can  hinder  him  from  making  what 
Changes  he  plcafes  in  our  Bodies,  and  from  preferving  them 
eternally  in  that  State. 

This  we  may  call  the  celcflial  Paradife,  into  which  our 
blefTed  Saviour  promis'd  the  penitent  Thief  upon  the  Crofs 
a  joyful  Admittance  ;  and  having  taken  him  with  him,  and 
repofited  his  Soul  in  this  Manfjon  of  Reft  and  Happinefs, 
proceeded  in  his  Afcent  beyond  the  Orbits  of  the  moft  dif- 
tant  Stars,  and  made  his  Entrance  into  the  highejl  Heavens^ 
which  are  the  Refidence  of  God  iiimfelf ;  and  into  which 
(as  others  imagine)  this  Patriarch  and  Prophet  were,  upon 
their  Tranflation,  carry'd. 

(g)  I  knew  a  Man  in  Chriji  above  fourteen  Tears  ago, 
fays  St.  Paul,  fpeaking  of  himfelf  tho'  his  Modefty  made 
him  conceal  it,  [whether  in  the  Body^  I  cannot  tell,  or  whe- 
ther out  of  the  Body^  I  cannot  tell,  God  knoweth)  fuch  an 
one  caught  up  to  the  third  Heaven  ;  and  I  knew  fuch  a 
Man  [whether  in  the  Body,  or  out  of  the  Body,  God  know- 
eth) how  that  he  was  caught  up  into  Paradife,  and  heard 
Things  unfpeakable,  which  it  is  not  pojjible  for  Man  to  utter  : 
And  if  St.  Paul  was  caught  up  into  the  third  Heaven,  even 
while  he  continu'd  in  this  mortal  State,  why  may  we  not 
fuppofe,  that  Enoch  and  Elijah  were  at  once  tranflated  into 
the  fame  Place  ?  The  probable  Defign  of  God's  vouchfafing 
the  Apojlle  this  Vifion  of  Heaven,  was  to  fhew  him  what 
his  final  Reward  would  be,  and  confequently,  for  the  Crotvn 
of  Joy  that  was  fet  before  him,  to  make   him  [h)  glory  in 

the 

[e]  Ephef.  ii.  2.  (/)  L<  CUrc,  ibid.  (g)  z  Cor.  xii.  3, 
l^c.     [h)  Gal.  vi.   14. 
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A.  M.  the  Crofs  of  Chr'ift^  (/")  in  Tribulation^  in  DiJJrefs,  in  Perfe- 
Ant'c^H"  ^"'''"^ »  '^"'^  '""^^  reafonable  it  is  to  believe,  that  thefe  two 
ico'3,  Gff.  Worthies^  who,  in  their  feveral  Generations,  had  [k)  fought 
From  the  good  Fight,  and  finijh'd  their  Courfe,  and  kept  the  Faith ^ 
to^he%nd'^°"^'^»  "P°".  ^^  peculiar  Favour  of  their  AfTumption  into 
of  2  Chron.  Heavcn,  be  admitted  to  a  nearer  Participation  of  the  beati- 
s^'>^'^>J  fick  Vifion,  as  an  ample  Reward  for  the  Fatigues  of  their 
Warfare  ?  .  . 

At  our  Saviour's  Transfiguration  upon  the  Motint,  we 
find  one  of  thefe  fent  to  him  (as  we  may  prefumej  upon 
fome  important  Meflage,  appearing  in  a  bright  and  glorious 
Form,  and  fas  if  he  were  admitted  to  the  Counfels  of 
Heaven)  (/)  talking  with  him  of  his  Deceafe,  which  he 
was  to  accofnplijh  at  Jerufalem  :  And  therefore  we  can  hard- 
ly think,  that  his  Abode  could  be  at  any  wide  Diftance  front 
the  Throne  of  God's  Prcfence^  who,  in  Conjunction  with 
his  faithful  Servant,  and  Law-Giver,  Mofes,  was  deputed  to 
•  go  on  an  EmbafTy  to  his  {m)  beloved  Son.  But,  in  this 
Point,  we  ought  to  reprefs  our  Curiofity,  and,  in  the  Senfe 
of  {n)  Theodoret,  content  ourfelves  with  what  God  has  been 
pleas'd  to  reveal  in  Scripture,  without  enquiring  too  curioufly 
into  what  he  hath  thought  fit  to  conceal. 
'The Manner,  jjj  -^Y^zx  Manner  Enoch  was  tranflated  into  Heaven,  we 
WTwere  ^^^^  "°^  ^^^  ^^^^  Intimation,  nor  is  the  Account  of  Elijah's, 
iranjlated.  Afccnfion  to  be  taken  in  a  literal  Senfe  ;  Tince  2,  fiery  Cha- 
riot and  Horfes  would  not  have  been  a  Vehicle  fo  proper  for 
a  Nature,  as  yet  not  impregnated  with  Immortality.  The 
Notion  of  thofe,  who,  upon  this  Occafion,  make  Angels 
afiume  the  Form  of  the  Chariot  and  Horfes,  is  not  fo  in- 
congruous, becaufe  we  need  not  doubt,  but  that,  by  the 
Divine  Permiffion,  they  can  transform  themfelves  into  any 
Shape.  They  are  fuppos'd  to  have  frequently  appear'd  in 
the  Figure  oi  fiying  Oxen,  for  which  Reafon  they  have  ob- 
tain'd  the  Name  of  Cherub,  or  Cherubim :  And,  with  the 
fame  Facility,  they  might  at  this  Time  have  put  on  the  Ap- 
pearance of  Horfes ;  but,  in  Points  not  fo  clearly  exprefs'd, 
we  are  to  refolve  God's  Method  of  ailing  by  thofe  that  are 
analogous,  and  yet  more  plain. 

Now  the  only  Afcenfton  that  we  read  of,  befides  thefe,  is 
that  of  our  blefled  Saviour ;  and  the  Manner,  in  which  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  carry'd  up,  was,  by  the  Subvention  of  a 

Cloud, 

(/)  Rom.  viii.  35.  [k]  2  Tim.  iv.  7.  (I)  Luke  ix.  31, 
{m)  Ver.  35.     (»)  Quaeft.  45.  in  Genef. 
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Cloud,  which  rais'd  him   from    the  Ground,    and  mount-     A.  M. 
ing    him   gradually    {0)    carried  him    out  of   his    ^Z"?/?^^^  Ant'cMf 
Sight:    and    in  like  Manner,  we  may   luppofe,  that  the,oo3,  Sfc! 
Tranjlation  of  thcfe  two  was  perform'd,  vi-z.  that  a  bright      From 
and  radiant  Cloud   (which,    as  it  afcended,  might    appear  ^^^'"^y^'^" 
like  a  Chariot  and  Horfes)  rais'd  them  from  the  Earth,  and,  of  ^  chron. 
leaving  this  little  Globe  behind,  wafted  them  into  the  Seats  ^.^'Y*'^ 
of  the  Blefjed.     Only  we  muft  obferve,  that  Chrift's  Body 
was  at  this  Time  inverted  with  the  Powers  of  Spirituality^ 
and   therefore    capable  of  afcending  without  any    Vehicle  ; 
whereas,    theirs  were  retarded    with  a  Load  of   Matter : 
And  therefore   it   is  reafonable  to  think,  that,    by  the  Mi- 
niftry   of  Angels,  or  rather    by  the  Power   of  God,    the 
Cloud,  which   carry'd    them  up,  was  condens'd  to  a  more 
than  common  Confiftency,  and  that  the /;^/V/- w?,W,  which 
might  be  rais'd  for  this  Purpofe,  help'd  to  accelerate  its  Mo- 
tion, and  expedite  their  Afcent. 

"  But  fince  (p)  Flejh  and  Blood  cannot  inherit  ^he-^^^J^^'''' 
*'  Kingdom  of  God,  neither  doth  Cor?uption  inherit  Incor^ 
*'  ruption  ;  the  Queftion  is,  how  thefe  Perfons  were  all  on 
*'  a  Hidden,  (q)  made  meet  to  be  Partakers  of  the  Inheri- 
**  tance  of  the  Saints  in  Light  f"  Behold,  I  Jhew  you  a  Myf 
tery,  fays  St.  Paul,  fpcaking  of  thofe,  who  ftiall  be  alive 
at  our  Saviour's  fecond  Ad'vent ;  wejhall  not  all  fleep,  but 
we  /hall  all  be  changed,  in  a  Moment,  in  the  Twinkling  of 
an  Eye,  at  the  laft  Trump  \  and  therefore  the  fame  Almighty 
Power,  which,  at  the  Sounding  of  the  laft  Trump,  will 
make  our  corruptible  Natures  put  on  Incorruption,  and  our 
Mortal  put  on  Immortality,  did,  no  doubt,  in  their  Pafiage, 
change  their  terrejlrial  into  celefiial  Bodies,  and  thereby 
convey  into  them  fuch  Faculties,  as  were  requifite  for  the 
Enjoyment  of  the  Place,  whereunto  it  was  conduiling 
them. 

What  particular   Services   Enoch  had  done  God,  iox Fo^  "u-'hat 
which  he  vouchfaf 'd  him  this  Favour  extraordinary,  and  an  ^"'^^  '^'O* 
Exemption  from  Mortality,  the   Scripture   has    no  where  yj^,^^ 
fpecify'd.     It  tells  us   only,  that  he  walked  with  God  ;  but 
then,  confidering,  that  (if  not  then,  at  leaft  in  a  (hort  Time) 
(r)  all  Flejh  had  corrupted  their  Ways,  and  that,  when   God 
faw  the  Wickednefs  of  the  Earth,  it   repented  him   that    he 
had  ?nade  Man  j  we  may  fuppofe,  that  this  good  and  pious 

Patriarch 

(d)  A6lsi.  9.         (f)  I  Cor,  xv,  50.         (q)  Colof.  i.  12. 
(r)  Gen.  vi.  11,  6. 
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A.  M.    Patriarch  took  care  not  only  of  his  Conduct:,  but  fet  liim- 

^°°^  cfT   ^^^^  ^"  Oppofition  like  wife  to  the  Violence^  and  other  Kinds 

1005,  ©"c'   of  Iniquity^  which  began  then   to  prevail  in  moft  Places  ; 

From      and  that,  in  fliort,  he  was  (as  the  Tradition  goes)  a  Preacher 

\  ^''"^End  "/  Righteoufnefs^  in  which  Office  Noah  is  faid  to  have  fuc- 

of  2  Chron.ceeded  him.     For  that  he   was  a  Preacher  of  Rightcoufnefs 

^/*yVi'  is  manifeft,  from  that  Commination  of  his,  which  St.  Jude 

(from  fome  antient  Record  or  other)  brings    him  in  making 

to  the  antediluvian    World:  (5)   Behold^  the    Lord  cometh 

with  ten  Thoufand  of  his  Saints,  to  execute  fudgment  upon 

all,  and  to  convince  all  that  are  ungodly  among  them,  of  all 

their  ungodly  Deeds  which  they  have  committed,  and  of  all 

the  hard  Speeches,  which  ungodly  Sinners  have  fpoken  againfi 

hi?n. 

And,  in  like  Manner,  'tis  very  evident,  that  Elijah  was 
a  zealous  Advocate  for  God,  and  a  flrenuous  Oppofer  of 
Idolatry,  an  implacable  Enemy  to  Baal's  Priefhs,  an  un- 
daunted Reprover  of  the  Wickednefs  of  Pfirices,  and  a  fe- 
vere  Inflidter  of  the  Divine  Vengeance  upon  all  the  Chil- 
dren of  Difobedience  :  And  therefore,  we  may  prefume, 
that  God  defign'd  his  Exaltation,  not  only  as  a  Recompence 
for  his  paft  Services,  which  were  great,  but,  as  an  Encou- 
ragement likewife  to  other  remaining  Prophets,  to  heflrong 
in  the  Lord ;  to  bear  witnefs  boldly  againfi  the  Corruption  of 
the  Age,  wherein  they  liv'd  ;  and,  in  the  Execution  of 
their  Office,  to  fear  the  Face  of  no  Man. 

The  Corruption  of  the  Age  indeed,  both  in  the  Times 
of  Enoch  and  Elijah,  was  become  fo  great  and  general,  that 
the  Belief  of  a  future  State  fwe  may  well  fuppofe)  was  in  a 
Manner  quite  extinft  among  them  ;  and  therefore  God 
might  think  it  expedient,  at  thefe  two  Periods  of  Time,  to 
give  the  V/orld  a  fenfible  Proof  of  it,  if  not  to  convince  the 
unbelieving  Part,  at  leaft,  to  excite  in  the  Hearts  of  the 
Faithful,  under  all  their  Afflictions  and  Perfecutions  for 
Rightcoufnefs  Sake,  refrefhing  Hopes  and  Expectations  of  a 
Recompence  to  be  made  them  in  due  Time.  Nor  can  we 
think,  but  that,  in  thefe  Inftances,  God  might  have  a  Pro- 
fpe£l  to  a  greater  Event,  and,  by  the  Aflumption  of  his  two 
faithful  Servants,  intend  to  typify  the  Afcenfion  of  his  Son, 
Vvho  was  to  defray  Death,  and  open  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
to  all  Believers  ;  that  thereby  he  might  make  the  Teftimony 
of  his  Jpofles  concerning  this  Fa6t  a  Thing  more  credible; 
and  give  all  good  Chriftians    a  more  folid  Comfort  and 

Confolation 
(0  Jud.ver.  14,  15. 
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Confoladon  in  thofe  Words  of  St.  Paul^  (/)  Wlm  fl)all  lay     a.  m, 
any  Thing    to   the   Charge  of  God's  Ele£f  ?  It  is  God  that  3oor,  &c. 
jujiifieth.     Who  is  he  that   condemneth  ^  It  is   Chriji   that  ^f^^^^^^^ 
died ;  yea^  rather^  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the       prom 
Right- Hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  Intercejjion  for  us.        i  Kings  viil. 
The  Teftimony  of  the    Ano;els  concernine;   our  blefled '°     o^"** 
baviour  IS  — —  l^uj  This Jame  feJuSy  xvho  is  taken  upfront  f^yi'y\j^ 
you  into  Heaven,  Jhall  fo  come  in  like  Manner,  as  ye  have  Andivbethsr 
feen  him  go  into  Heaven  :  But,  before  this  his  fecond  Com-  '^0'  ^'■«  " 
ing,  'tis  an  Opinion  that  has  prevail'd  much  among  the  an-     '"^"' 
tient  Fathers,  {x)  that  God  in   his    great  Mercy  will  fend 
Enoch  and  Elijah,  to  oppofe  the  Proceedings  of  Jntichriji^ 
to  refute  his  Do6lrines,  and  to  fortify  the  Righteous  againit 
his  Threats  and  Cruelties  ;  but  that,  by  the  Management  of 
this  their  Advsrfary,  they  fhall   be  put  to   Death,  tho'    in 
a  fliort  Time  rais'd  again    to   everlafting   Life  and  Glory. 
The  whole  of  this  Notion  is  founded  upon  a  very  abjirufe 
Paflage,  in  St.  Johns  Revelation,  concerning  the  tzvo  Wit- 
nejfes,    which   are   varioufly  interpreted.     For,  befides   E- 
noch  and  Elijah,  (as  we  faid  before)    fome  apply  them   to 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  others  to  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
tament,  and  others  again  Cefpecially  thofej  who  favour  the 
millenary  Scheme)  to  our  Saviour  Chrifl,  and  his  Forerun- 
ner fohn  the  Baptiji.     But  as  every    one  is   left  to  his  Li- 
berty to   chufe    what   Part  he  pleafes  in  fuch  Problems    as 
thefe,  we  (hall  (without  pretending  to  determine  any  Thing 
curfelves)  leave  the  Paflage  (which,  in  a  great  Meafure,  we 
account  inexplicable)  to  the  Examination  of  the  more  Learn- 
ed and  Sagacious.——  (y)  I  will  give  Power   unto  my  twd 

K  2  IVitneJfeSi 

(t)  Rom.  vlii.  33,  34.  (u)  Aftsi.  11.  (x)  Calmet^ 
Differt.  fur  le  Patriarch  Henoch,  &c. 

(y)  Revel,  xi.  3,  ^c.  The  learned  Calmtt  (from  whom  iri 
a  great  Meafure  I  have  extradled  this  Diflertation)  concludes  hi« 

Difcourfe  in  fuch  Words  as  thefe. i .  That  tho'   we 

cannot  infer,  from  the  ftrift  Words  of  Mofes,  that  Enoch  was 
tranflated  alive  into  another  World,  and  is  Hill  living  ;  yet  ne- 
verthelefs,  ought  the  Authorities  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  Traditiort 
of  the  Churchj  to  prevail  with  us,  to  efteem  this  Opinion  as  a 
Matter  of  Faith.  2.  Altho'  the  Fathers  and  Interpreters  feert 
to  differ  about  the  Place  into  which  Enoch  was  tranflated,  yet  if 
we  examine  carefully  their  different  Opinions,  the  greateft  Part 
of  them  may  be  reduc'd  to  a  Declaration  of  his  being  iri  Para- 
dife<  which   fome  place  on  the  Earth,  and  others  in  Heaven; 

And. 
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A.  M.     TVitnejfes^  and  they  Jhall  prophefy  a  thoufand  two  hundred 

a'iu' Chr?f  ^^'^  three/core  Dayi^  cloaihed  in  Sack-Cloth,     Thefe  are  the 

100^,  &c.  tzvo  Olive-Trees^  and  the   tivo  Candle/licks,  /landing  before 

From      the  God  of  the  Earth  ;  and  if  a  Man  will  hurt  them^   Fire 

\^xhf'indL' P^"'^^^^      ""^  °f  ^ '■'"''  ^'"^^^^•>  ^"^  devour eth  their  Enemies. 

•f  a  Chron. They  have  Power  to  Jhut  Heaven^  that  it  rain  not^  in 

K.^'Y'^^  the  Days  of  their  Prophecy,  and  have  Power  over  Waters^ 
to  turn  them  to  Blood,  and  to  fmite  the  Earth  with  all 
Plagues,  as  often  as  they  ivill.  And  vjhen  they  Jhall  have 
fniJJjed  their  Teflimony,  the  Beaft,  that  afcendeth  out  of  the 
bottomlefs  Pit,  Jliall  make  war  againji  them,  and  overcome 
them,  and  kill  them,  and  their  dead  Bodies  Jhall  lie  in  the 
Street  of  the  great  City,  which  is  fpiritually  called  Sodom 
and  Egypt,  where  alj'o  cur  Lord  luas   crucified.'  Their 

Bodies  Jhall  lie  three  Days  and  an  half  without  being  bu- 
ried, and  the  People  JI:)all  rejoice,  and  make  merry,  becaufe 
ef  their  Death  j  but,  after  three  Days  and  an  half,  the 
.  Spirit  of  Life  frofu  God  Jhall  enter  into  them,  and  they  Jhall 
/land  on  their  Feet,  and  great  Fear  Jhall  fall  upon  them  that 
fee  them. 


CHAP.     III. 

From   the   Siege  of  Samaria    by  Benhadad,    to  the 
Death  o/Uzziah  King  of  Jvdah. 

The  History. 

Elifta'sf.v.  T^TOTWITHSTANDING  the  great  Service  which 
f.'oits  a^airji  X\|  the  Prophet  Elijha  had  done  Benhadad  King  of  Sy- 
^In^tfs  ^*'^'  '"  curing  Naaman,  the  General  of  his  Forces,  of  a 
^ing  of  y.  ^Qj^£j.j^^j^j  Leprofy,  he  Hill  continu'd  his  Enmity  againft  If- 
raels  Having  rais'd  an  Army,  vi'ith  a  Purpofe  to  befiege 
«.  Samaria,  he  open'd  the  Campaign  With  Stratagems  of  War  ; 

and, 

And,  3.  That  whatever  Liberty  the  Church  may  allow  Inter- 
preters, of  putting  a  Senfe  on  the  Paffage  quoted  out  of  the 
Rt'vdations,  v.'hich  fpeaks  of  the  Coming  of  tnjjo  Wttnejfes  that 
are  to  appear  in  the  latter  Ages ;  it  mull  be  agreed,  that  the 
Opinion,  which  explains  it  of  the  Return  of  Enoch  and  Elijah 
upon  the  Earth,  is  much  preferable  to  any  other,  on  Account 
of  its  Antiquity,  its  intrinfick  Juftnefs,  and  ihe  Number  of 
Authors  who  maintain  it. 
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and,  in  Hopes  of  furprizing   Jehoram's   Troops,  laid    here    A.  M. 
and  there   fome  Ambufcades,  which  Elijha,    by  his   Spirit 2^,° 'ch^f.* 
of  Prophecy,  found  out,  and   all  along   gave    the  King  of  jco^,  &c\ 
Ifrael  a   timely    Intelligence  of  them.     Benhadad  at    firfl:      From   , 
fufpeded  that  his  Counfels  were  betray 'd  ;  but  when  he  was '^^^"^g^^"' 
inform'd,  by  f  one  of  his  Officers,  thzt  Elijha   (who   wasof  2  chron. 
then  at  Dothan,  a  fmall  City  in  the  Half-Tribe  of  Manaf-\,X'>f'\J 
fch,  and  not  far  from  Samaria)  muft  certainly  have   been 
at  the  Bottom  of  all  this,  he  fent  a  flrong  Detachment   to 
feize  him,  and  inverted  the  City  that  Night. 

On  the  Morrow,  when  EUJha's  Servant  faw  the  Enemy 

furrounding  the  Town,  and  knew  of  no    Forces  to  oppofe 

them,  f  he  exprefs'd  his  Fear  and  Concern  to  his  Mafter ; 

but,  upon  his  Mafter's    Prayer,  *  his  Eyes  were  open'd, 

j|- .  K  3  and 


f  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  Naaman,  upon  his  Re- 
turn from  Samaria,  fpread  the  Fame  of  Elijha  fo  much  in 
the  Court  of  Syria,  that  fome  of  the  great  Men  there  might 
have  the  Curiofity  to  make  a  farther  Enquiry  concerning  him  j 
and,  being  informed  by  feveral  of  his  miraculous  Works,  they 
might  thence  conclude,  that  he  could  tell  the  greateft  Secrets, 
as  well  as  perform  fuch  Wonders,  as  were  related  of  him  ;  and 
that  therefore,  in  all  Probability,  he  was  the  Perfon  who  gave 
the  King  of  Ifrael  Intelligence  of  all  the  Schemes  that  had  been 
contriv'd  to  entrap  him.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

f  This  young  Man,  it  is  fuppofable,  had  been  but  a  little 
while  with  his  Mafter,  no  longer  than  fince  Gehazi's  Difmiffion, 
and  therefore  perhaps  had  not  yet  feen  any  great  Experiments 
of  his  Power  to  work  Miracles ;  or,  if  he  had,  the  great  and 
imminent  Danger  he  thought  his  Mafter  in  (for,  in  all  Probabi- 
lity, he  had  learnt  from  the  People  of  the  Town,  that  this  vafi: 
Body  of  Men  were  come  to  apprehend  him  only)  might  well  be 
allow'd  to  raife  his  Fear,  and  fhake  his  Faith.  Poofs  Anno- 
tations. 

*  It  muft  be  allow'd,  that  Angels,  whether  they  be  purely 
fpiritual,  or  (as  others  think)  cloathed  with  fome  materia/Formp 
cannot  be  feen  by  mortal  Eyes  ;  and  therefore,  as  EliJ^a  him- 
felf,  without  a  peculiar  Vouchfafement  of  God,  could  not  dif- 
cern  the  heavenly  Hoft,  which,  at  this  Time,  cncamp'd  about 
him  ;  fo  he  requefts  of  God,  that,  for  the  Removal  of  his 
Fears  and  the  Confirmation  of  his  Faith,  his  Servant  might  be 
indulg'd  the  fame  Privilege  :  Nor  does  it  feem  improbable,  that 
from  fuch  hiftorical  Fadts  as  thefe,  which  have  defcended  by 
Tradition,  that  Notion  among  the  Greeks  of  a  certain  Mijl, 
which  intercepts  the  Sight  of  their  Gods  from  the  Ken  of  hu- 

maa 
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-  ooi    ©"f    ^"*^  ^^  beheld  a  Multitude  of  Horfes,  and  fiery  Chariots 
Ant.chrif!  ft^nding  in  Array,  and    prepar'd  to   protecSl   them;  while, 
1003,  &c.  (as  his  Mafter  continu'd  his  Prayer)  the  Men,  that  beleagur- 
1  JGn°Tviii  ^^  *^^  Town,  were  ftruck  with  Blindnefs :  So  that,  by  the 
to  the  End   Prophet's  perfuading  them  that  they  were  out  of  their  Way, 
•f  a  Chron.and  had  miftaken  the  Place  they  were  bound  to,  they  were  led, 
^^"V**-  in  this  bewilder'd  Condition,  into  the  very  Midft  of  Sama- 
ria i  where,  at  the  Prophet's  Requeft,  God   open'd    their 
Eyes  again  to  fhew  them  the  Danger  they  were  in. 

J  E  HO  R  A  My  finding  fo  great  a  Number  of  the  E- 
nemy  lying  at  his  Mercy,  would  have  gladly  put  them  to 
the  Sword  ;  but  Elijha  by  all  Means  difTuaded  him  from  it ; 
alledging,  that,  as  he  would  fcarce  be  fo  cruel,  as  to  kill  in 
cold  Blood,  even  Prifoners  that  were  taken  in  War,  much 
lefs  fhould  he  touch  thofe,  who  were  brqught  into  his 
Hands  by  the  Providence  of  God,  and  thercinjre  he  rather 
advis'd  him  *  to  treat  them  with  all  Manner  of  Civility, 
and  let  them  go  \  which  accordingly  the  King  did. 

But, 

:pianEyes,  might  at  firft  borrow  its  Original.  To  this  Purpofe 
we  may  obferve,  that  Homer  makes  Minerva  befpeak  Diomedei 
fighting  againft  the  Trojans,  who  were  aflifted  by  feme  other 
Qods. 

•A%Xv»  ^  ccv  TOi  utr   oCp^a'hyiuv  'i7\ov,vi  'CJfiv  ett^ev, 

O^p'  iv  yiteia-xyii,    y)  fx.E»  Seov,   riot  JCj  uvdfoc.  Iliad.  V. 

"Which  Firgil  has  imitated  in  making  Fenus  fpeak  thus, 
Afpice  :  namque  omnem,  quae  nunc  objeda  tuenti 
Mortales  hebecat  vifus  tibi,  &  humida  circum 
Caligat,  nubem  eripiam  :  &c.  ^neid.  ii. 

^  Le  Clerc^s  Commentary. 

^  Though,  according  to  the  Rigour  of  the  Laws  of  Arm?,  a 
Conqueror  is  at  Liberty  to  put  whatever  Enemies  fall  into  his 
Hands,  if  he  pleafes,  to  the  Sword  ;  yet  the  Laws  of  Humanity 
and  Compaffion,  of  Honour  and  good  Nature,  ftiould  always 
xeftrain  us  from  treating  with  the  utmoft  Severity,  fuch  as  fur- 
render  themfelves,  and  implore  our  Mercy  ;  for,  fo  fays  the  Tra- 
gedtan,  ^od  nan  'vetat  Lex,  hoc  'vetat  fieri  Pudor.  Senec. 
Troad.  So  the  Philofopher,  jEqui  bonique  natura  parcere  etiam 
eapti<visjubet.  Senec.  de  Clement.  lib.  i.  c.  18.  and  fo  the  Di- 
'vine,  Hcjiem  pugnantem  necejfitas  perimat,  non  -voluntas.  Sicut 
hellanti  l^  refiflenti  •violentia  redditur,  ita  njiiio  ^  capto  Miferi- 
cordiajam  debetur.  Aug.  ad  Bonifac.  Ep.  i.  But,  befides  the 
Humanity  and  Charity  of  the  Thing,  there  was  this  Prudence 
and  Policy  in  the  kind  Treatment  of  the  Syrians,  that,  by  this 
Means,  their  Hearts  might  be  mollify'd  towards  the  Ifraelites, 
that,  upon  their  Reiurn,  they  might  become,  as  it  were,  fo  ma- 
ny 
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But,  II  how  fignal  foever  this  Piece  of  Service  and  Ge-     A.M. 
nerofity  to  Benhadadvf2&^  it  did  not  prevail  with  him  to  re-]^°°*'^^' 
linquifh  the  old  Grudge   and  Malice,  vvhich  he  had    con- 1003,  &c.' 
ceiv'd  againft  Ifrael :    For,  not  long   after,  he  laid    clofe      From 
Siege   to  Samaria,  and  reduc'd    the  City  to  fuch  Diftrefs,  '^^i^'/J]'* 
that   an  Jfs's  Head  was  fold  *  for  fourfcore  Pieces  of  Sil-  of  2  chron. 

K  4  ver,  >  VV\> 

rhe  Siege  of 

ny  Preachers  of  the  Power  and  Greatnefs  of  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
and  not  only  be  afraid  themfelves,  but  diffuade  others  likcwife 
from  oppofing  a  People,  that  had  fo  invincible  a  Proteftor.  Cat- 
mei's  Commentary,  and  Poo/'s  Annotations. 

II  Several  Heathens  have  obferv'd,  th^t  Injuries  are  more  g/o- 
rioujly  overcome  by  Benefits,  than  requited  by  pertinacious  and  mu- 
tual Hatred ;  but  the  Senfe  of  Benefits  in  bad  Natures  does  not 
laft  long :  For  no  fooner  do  we  read  of  the  kind  Treatment, 
which  the  Syrians  receiv'd,  z  Kings  vi.  23.  but  it  immediately 
follows,  that  the  King  of  Syria  gathered  all  his  Hojl,  and  'went 
up  and  bejieged  Samaria  j  which  does  not  fo  well  agree  with 
what  is  faid  in  the  preceding  Verfe,  -viz.  that  the  Bands  ef  the 
Syrians  came  no  more  into  the  Land  of  Ifrael.  But  now,  as  we 
can  hardly  think,  that  any  Author  whatever  would  contradift 
himfelf  in  the  fame  Breath,  fo  we  muft  fuppofe,  either  that  the 
Syrians  quite  retreated  for  this  Time,  and  laid  afide  all 
Thoughts  of  War,  though  afterwards  they  alter'd  their  Minds, 
and  broke  out  again  into  Hoftilities ;  or  (what  feems  more  plain) 
that  their  Bands  made  no  more  Incurfions  and  Inroads,  but  that 
they  were  refolv'd  to  fall  upon  the  Ifraelites  at  once,  with  a  re- 
gular and  formed  Army,  and  to  befiege  Samaria.  For  in  this 
Senfe  Jofephus  takes  it,  when  he  tells  us,  that,  after  this  Time, 
Adad  (for  fo  he  calls  Benhadad)  nenjer  enter'' d  into  any  under- 
hand PraSIice  againjl  the  King  o/' Ifrael,  but  refol'v'd  to  make  open 
War  upon  him,  in  Confidence  of  his  greater  Strength  and  Numbers. 
Jewifh  Antiq.  lib.  ix.  c.  2.  p 

*  If  we  reckon  thefe  Pieces  of  Siher,  or  Shekels,  at  fifteen 
Pence  a-piece,  they  come  to  five  Pounds  Sterling;  a  vaft  Price 
for  that  which  had  on  it  fo  little  Meat,  and  that  unclean,  accord- 
ing to  the  Law,  Le'v.  xi.  26.  In  Times  of  Famine  however, 
and  extreme  Neceffity,  they^^zw  themfelves  were  abfolv'd  from 
the  Obfervation  of  the  Law  ;  nor  do  there  want  Inftances  in 
Hiftory,  where  other  People,  upon  the  fame  Occafion,  have 
been  reduc'd  to  the  like  Diftrefs,  if  what  Plutarch  (in  the  Life 
of  Artaxerxes)  tells  us,  be  true,  wz.  that,  in  that  Prince's 
War  with  the  Caducii,  an  Afs's  Head  could  fcarce  have  been 
purchafed  at  the  Price  oi  fixty  Drachms,  i.  e.  two  Pounds  and 
five  Shillings  of  our  Money,  Calmet's  Commentary,  and  Pri- 
deaux\  Connexion,  in  the  Preface. 
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A.  M.    yif^  and    X    fhree   Quarters  of  a   Pint  of  Pulfe   for  five. 

Ant!'chr[ft.  ^^7'  ^o  t'^^t   Extremity  was  the  Famine  come,  that  even 

1C03,  &c.  Mothers  were  conftrain'd  to  eat  their  own  Children  ;  which 

From     when  the  King  undcrftood,  f  from  the  Information  of  one 

J  Kings  viii.  • 

to  the  End  who 

of  2  Chron. 

V^-y^^O      X  What  we,  in   this  Place,  call   Pul/e,  our  Tranflation   has 
render'd  Do'ves  Dung ;  but  Interpreters  have  been  at  a  great 
Lofs  to  devife,  upon  what  Account  the  Inhabitants  of  Samaria 
fhould  be  oblig'd  to  buy  fo  fmall  a  Quantity  of  it  (for  a  Cab 
was  the  leall  Meafure  the  yevjs  had  for  dry  Things)  at  fo  dear 
a  Rate.     For   Food,  for  Salt,    for  Firing,  for  dunging   their 
Lands  within  the  Walls,  feveral  Interpreters  have  feverally   ap- 
ply'd  it :  But,  upon  a  fmall  Examination,  it  will  appear,   that 
none  of  thefe  Ufcs  could  fuit  with  the  Circumftances  of  a  City 
fo  clofely  befieg'd,  as  Samaria   was.     The  Talmudijis  fuppofe, 
that  they  have  found  out  the  true  Solution^  by   tranflating  the 
Term  in  the  Original,  by  Crop  of  Do'ves  ;  for  they  afHrm,  that 
feveral  People  in  Samaria  kept  many  Doves,  to  bring  them  Pro- 
vifions  from   the  Country,  which  were  wont   to  difgorge  what 
they  pick'd  up,  fo  that  their  Owners  might  fell  it  at  a  dear  Rate : 
But  who  can    imagine,  that  fo  great  a  Number   of  Doves,  as 
were   necefTary  for  this  Purpofe,  Ihould  be  fufFer'd  to  live  in  a 
City  fo  pinch'd  with  Famine  ;  that  Doves  fhould  be  fo  docile^ 
and  well  train'd  up,  as  to  bring  to  their  Mafters  whatever  they 
had  rang'd  for  ;  or,  that  in  a  Country,  in  a  Manner  cover'd  with 
the  Enemy,  who  had  altogether  forag'd  and  laid  it  wafte,  there 
fliould    be  found  any  Nourilhment  at   all?     The  learned  Bo- 
chart  therefore  has  not  only  folidly  confuted  thefe  wild  Opinions, 
but  has  likewife  farther  obferv'd,  that  the  Arabians  gave    the 
Name    of  Do'ves  Dung,    or   Sparronus   Dung,    to   two  feveral 
Things;  jft.  to  a  Kind  of  A/o/j  that  grows   on  Trees,  or  ftony 
Ground  ;  and,  zdly,  to  a  Sort  of  Peafe,  or  Pulfe,  which    was 
♦try  common  in  Judea,  as  may  be  feen  in  2  Sam.  xvii.  28.  and 
therefore  he  concludes,  that  the  Word  Cherfonim  may  very  well 
denote  Fetches,  or  Pulfe:  And,  for  the  Confirmation   of  this, 
fome  Travellers  have  told  us,  that,  at  Grand  Cairo,   and  Da- 
mafcus,  there   are  Magazines,  where   they  conftantly    fry  this 
Kind  of  Grain,  which    thofe,  who  go  in  Pilgrimage,  buy,  and 
take  with  them,  as   Part  of  the  Provifion  for  their  Journey. 
Hieroz.  Part  ii.  lib.  i,  c.  7.  and  an  Effay  towards  a  New  Tranf- 
lation. 

f  The  Story,  as  it  Is  reprefented  in  Scripture,  is  very  afFeft- 
jng.  And,  as  the  King  of  Ifrael  nuas  paffing  by  upon  the  Wall^ 
there  cried  a  Woman  unto  him,  faying.  Help,  my  Lord,  O  King. 
And  he  fr,id,  if  the  Lord  do  not  help  thee,  luherice  fhall  1  help 
th(t  ?  Out  of  the  Barn  Floor y  or  out  of  tht  Wine-Prefs?  And  the 

Kiti^ 
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who  had  been  conftrain'd  to  do  it,  he  rent  hisCIoathes,  and,    A.  M, 
in  a  Fit  of  Rage,  vow'd  to  be  reveng'd  of  EUJha^  whom  hej^°°^''  ^J:^ 
took  to  be  the  Caufe  of  all  this  Calamity ;  and  to  this  Pur- 100^,  ^f"' 
pofe,  fent  an  Officer   to  take  ofF  his  Head,  whilft  himfelf     From 
follow'd  after  to  fee  the  Execution  done.  Jo^th^End ' 

E  L  I S  H  A^  by  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  had  notice  of  of  2  chron. 
this  wicked  Defign  againft  his  Life  ;  and,  having  acquainted  ,y^y>sJ 
\  the  Company  with  it,  defir'd  them  to  fecure  the  Doors, 
that  the  Officer  might  not  be  admitted,  until  the  King  came. 

When 

King  /aid  unto  her^  nuhat  aileth  thee  ?  Andjhe  anpwered,  this 
W oman /aid  unto  me,  Gi've  thy  Son,  that  njoe  may  eat  him  To- 
day, and  <we  ivill  eat  my  Son  To-morronu  ;  fo  ive  boiled  my  Son, 
and  did  eat  him  ;  and  I  /aid  unto  her,  the  next  Day,  Gi've  thy  Son, 
that  nve  may  eat  him,  and  J}:>e  hath  hid  her  Son,  z  Kings  vi.  26, 
isff.  A  fhocking  Story  this  !  And  a  terrible  Effeft  of  the  Di- 
vine Vengeance,  which  Mofei  had  long  before  told  the  Jfraelites 
would  fall  upon  them,  Deut.  xxviii.  53.  if  they  rebelled  a- 
gainft  God ;  which,  at  two  other  Times  befides  this,  'viz.  at 
the  Siege  oiyerufalem  under  Nebuchadnezzar,  Ezek.  v.  10.  and 
at  that  under  Titus  the  Roman  General,  came  likewife  to  pafs  j 
for  therein  Jofephus  gives  us  a  very  dolorous  Account  of  a  Lady 
of  Diftinftion,  who,  out  of  Extremity  of  Hunger,  was  forc'd 
to  eat  the  very  Child,  that  fuck'd  at  her  Breaft.  The  Wars  of 
the  Jews,  lib.  vii.  c.  8. 

f  The  Words  in  the  Text  are,  ^WElifha  fat  in  his  Houfe, 
and  the  Elders  fat  ivith  him,  2  Kings  vi.  32.  where,  by  his 
Houfe,  fome  Interpreters  underftand  the  School,  where  the  Sons 
of  the  Prophets  met  to  be  inftrudted  ;  and,  by  the  Elders,  his 
ch\ti  Scholars,  who,  under  his  Inftrudlion,  apply 'd  themfeles  to 
the  Study  of  Divine  Things.  But,  as  we  frequently  read  in 
Ezekiel,  of  the  Elders  of  //r«f/ fitting  before  the  Prophet  to  hear 
him,  Chap.  viii.  i.  and  xiv.  i.  we  cannot  fee  why  the  Elders, 
in  this  Place  likewife,  may  not  denote  fome  good  and  godly 
Men,  who  bore  Office  either  in  the  Court,  Camp,  or  City,  as 
it  feems  probable  by  the  Prophet's  defiring  their  Help  and  Pro- 
tedion.  For,  tho'  Jehoram  himfelf  was  a  wicked  Man,  and 
moft  of  his  Officers  might  be  forward  enough  to  imitate  him, 
yet  we  are  not  to  doubt,  but  that  there  were  fome  of  them, 
whom  Elijha^  holy  Life,  and  glorious  Miracles,  together  with 
the  fundry  Benefits,  which  the  Publick  reap'd  from  his  Minifry, 
had  won  over  to  God,  and  to  the  true  Religion  ;  and  thefe  were 
here  fitting  'with  him,  either  to  receive  Comfort  and  Counfel 
from  him  in  this  diftreffed  Time,  or  to  follicit  him  to  ufe  his 
power  with  God  for  their  Relief:  Which  accordingly  he  did, 
and  in  Compliance  to  their  Requeft,  not  out  of  any  Fear  of  the    ' 

King's 
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A.  M.    When  the  King  was  come,  and  the  Prophet  was  exhorting 
^aV'^u'^-'c  ^'"1  to  have  a  little  Patience,  and  God  would  remove  this 
1003,  £ff.  Afflidtion  m  due  T  ime ;  in  a  raving  r  it  or  Defpair,  he  re- 
From      ply'd,  *'  That  he  would  wait  God's  Leifure  no  longer,  but 
to'the^End'  "  S°  ^"'^  worftiip   his  Father's  Idols,  if  they  pcradventure 
•fiChron.*'  could  deliver  him    in  this  Neceflity."     Whereupon  the 
CXVX/  Prophet  aflur'd  him,  that,  if  he  would   ftay   but  four   and 
twenty  Hours  more,  he  ftiould  fee  fuch  an  Alteration  in  5«- 
inaria,  that  f  a  Meafure  of  Flour  fhould  be  fold  for  a  She- 
kel^ and  two  Me  a  fur  es  of  Barley  for  the  fame  Price.    This 
a  certain  Lord  (a  great  Favourite  of  the  King's)  flanding  by 
and  hearing,  affirm'd  to  be  a  Thing  impoflible,  unlefs  God 
fhould  rain  Corn  from  the  Clouds  j  to  whom  the  Prophet 
only  made  this  fhort  Anfwer,  That   himfelf  fhould  fee  the 
Plenty^  hut  not  he  permitted  to  tajie  of  it ;  which  according- 
ly came  to  pafs. 
jlndho-wit      The  People  of  Samaria^  tho'  addicted   to  Idolatry,  did 
-wairaiid,  ncverthelefs  obferve  the  ceremonial  Part   of  the  Law,  and, 
purfuant  to  this,  had  f  fliut  four  Lepers  out  of  the  City, 

who 

King's  Threats  (from  which,  he  was  well  affur'd,  that  God 
would  not  fail  to  deliver  him)  he  pronounc'd  the  joyful  News, 
which  follows  in  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Chapter.  Poo/'s 
Annotations. 

-f-  The  Word  Seah,  which  we  render  a  MiaJurCf  was  equal 
to  fix  Cabs,  and  contain'd  (as  fame  think)  fix  ^arts,  (as  others) 
a  Peck,  and  (as  others)  a  Peck  and  t^o  !^arts,  of  our  Mea- 
fure. The  Shekel  was  much  about  our  three  Shillings ;  and  to 
have  a  Peck  of  Jin e  Flour  for  three  Shillings  at  other  Times 
would  not  have  been  fo  cheap,  but,  confidering  the  prefent  Si- 
tuation of  Things,  it  was  wonderfully  fo.  Le  Clerc^s  Commen- 
tary, and  Pool's  Annotations. 

-f-  The  Jen.vs  are  of  Opinion,  that  thefe  four  Lepers  were  Ge- 
haziy  and  three  of  his  Sons.  Perfons,  that  were  leprous  indeed, 
were  not  permitted  to  converfe  with  other  Men,  and,  by  the 
Law  of  Mofes,  while  the  Ifraelites  liv'd  in  Tents,  they  were 
tobeturn'd  out  of  the  Camp,  Numb.  v.  2,  3.  But,  after  that 
they  came  to  inhabit  Cities,  it  may  be  queftion'd,  whether  they 
treated  them  with  that  Rigour ;  fince,  in  2  Kings  viii.  4.  we 
find  GVi/fiz/ holding  Difcourfe  with  the  King,  (which  makes  a- 
gainft  his  being  one  of  the  four  excluded  Lepers)  and  giving  him 
a  Detail  of  all  Elijha's  Miracles ;  but  this  he  might  do  by  talk- 
ing to  him  at  a  proper  Diftance.  Lepers 'rndttd.  were  carefully 
avoided,  becaufe  their  Diftemper,  in  thefe  hot  Countries,  was 
thought  contagious ;  but,  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  thefe  four  feem 
to  be  excluded,  not  fo  much  upon  the  Account  of  their  Diftem- 
per, 
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who  lay  under  the  Walls,  until  they  were  ready  to  ftarve.    a,  m. 
In  this  Condition  thefe  poor  Creatures,  confulting  what  Mea- 3^°^°'' ^'"• 
fures  they  fhould  beft  take,  refolv'd  at  laft  to  try  the  Genero-  xo"o3,  ^^.' 
lity  of  the  Enemy,  becaufe,  at  the  worft,  they  could   but      From 
diej  and   accordingly,    before  Break    of  Day,  went  to  the^'^^j^^^^j"- 
Camp.     When  they  came  thither,  to  their  great  Surprife,  of  z^chJon, 
they  found  no  living  Creature,  but  only  Horfes  and  AfTes.  v^^^^ 
The  Tents  were  ftanding,  and  well  provided  with  Riches, 
and  all  Manner  of  Neceflaries,  but  the  Men   were  gone : 
For,  having  been  affrighted  with  a  Noife  in  the  Air,  as  of 
an  Army  in  full  March,  and  ready  to  fall  upon  them,  they 
fuppos'd,  that  the  King  of  Ifrael  had  called  to  his  Affiftance 
feme   foreign  Powers,  ( f  the    Hittites  or  Egyptians)  and 
thereupon  leaving   the  Camp,  without   ever   ftriking  their 
Tents,  betook  themfelves  to  their  Heels  as  fall  as  they  could. 
The  poor  Lepers,  having  firft  fatisfy'd  their  Hunger,  and 
fecur'd  fome  Riches  to  themfelves,  began  to  refledf,  that, 
while  they  were  thus  regaling    themfelves,  and   plundering 
the  Camp,  their  Country-Men  were  in  Danger  of  ftarving 
in  the  Town ;  and  therefore,  with  all  poflible   Hafte,  re- 
turning  to    the  Gate,  they  gave  the  Porter  Notice  of  the 
Enemies  Flight,  who  went  immediately,  and  fent  an  Ac- 
count of  it  in  to  the  King.     The  King,  imagining  at  firft 
that  this  had  been  a  Stratagem  of  the  Syrians  to   draw  his 
People  out  of  the  Town,  and  fo  fall  upon  them,  fent  out 

fome 

per,  as  becaufe  they  were  ufelefs  Hands.  They  could  neither 
fight,  nor  work  in  Communion  with  others  :  They  were  only 
Fruges  confumere  nati,  and  were  therefore  no  proper  Perfons  in  a 
Siege,     Patrick'^  and  Calmet\  Commentaries. 

f  The  Hittites  in  particular  liv'd  in  Arabia  Petreea,  to  the 
South  of  Palefline,  and,  in  Solomon  s  Time,  (who  had  fome 
Wives  likewife  out  of  their  Country)  held  a  great  Commerce 
with  him  for  Horfes,  i  Kings  x.  29.  and  xi.  i.  But  under  the 
Name  of  Hittites,  (as  elfewhere  under  the  Name  of  Amorites) 
thefacred  Penman  feems  to  comprehend  all,  or  any  of,  the  Peo- 
ple of  Canaan.  For  though  the  greateft  Number  of  that  Peo- 
ple were  deftroy'd,  yet  fome  of  them  were  fpar'd,  and  many  of 
them  (upon  Jojhua's  coming)  fled  away,  fome  to  remote  Parts, 
(as  that  famous  and  antient  Pillar,  in  the  Coafts  of  Africk,  tefti- 
iies)  and  others  to  the  Countries  bordering  upon  Canaan ; 
where,  by  Reafon  of  the  Scarcity  of  Inhabitants  in  thofe  Days, 
finding  Room  enough,  they  feated  themfelves,  and,  in  Procefs  of 
Time,  growing  numerous  and  powerful,  appointed  (according  ^ 

to  their  antient  Manner  of  Government)  Kings  to  rule  over 
them.    PWs  Annotations. 
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A.  M.     fome  Parties  to  reconnoitre  fuch  Places,  as  might  be  moft  fuf- 
Am''chHf  P^<^^^  ^°''  Ambufcades\  but,  when   they  return'd,  they  in- 
1003,  (Scl  torm'd  him,  that  they  could  get  no  Sight  of  the  Enemy,  on- 
From      ly  they  found  the  Roads  ftrew'd  with  Arms,  and  Garments, 
t  ^th^^  Ed  ^^^  Several  Bundles  of  Things,  which  they  had  dropp'd  (as 
of  2  Chron.  they  fuppos'd)  to  eafe  themfelves  in  their  Flight,  Upon  hear- 
v/VX^  ing  of  this  News,  the  People  rufti  out  of  the  City  in  great 
Numbers,  and   bring  in  Provifion  in  fuch  Quantities,  that 
Corn  was  fold   at  the  Price,    which  Elijha  mention'd,  and 
at  the  Time,  which  he  foretold :  And,  as   the  incredulous 
Nobleman,  M'ho  had  defpis'd  the  Prophet's  Predidlion,  was 
appointed  by  the  King  to  guard  the  Gate,  which  led  from 
the  City  to  the  Camp,  the  better  to  prevent  Diforders^  the 
Crowd  prefs'd  fo  vehemently  upon  him,  that  they  trampled 
him  under  Foot,  and  killed  him,  before  he  had  an  Opportu- 
nity to  tafte  any  Part  of  that  great  Store,  which  he  faw  was 
brought  to  the  Market. 
Vizitlmade     After  this  jniraculous  raifing  of  theSeige  oi  Samaria ^ 
King  of  Sy-  Benhadad -was  deterr'd  from  making  any  farther  Attempts  up- 
na,  upon     ^j^  JJrael :  Nor  do  we  hear  any  more  of  him  in  the  facred  Hif- 
his  Maftcr   tory,  until  Eli/ha  went  to  Damajcus^  the  Capital  of  Syria^ 
Benhadad.    to  execute  the  Order  of  declaring  Hazael  King,  which  was 
originally  given  to  Elijah  his  Predecejfor.     The  King  hear- 
ing of  his  Arrival,  and   being  no  Stranger   to  his  Abilities, 
fent  this  fame  Hazaely  (who  was  then  become  one  of  his 
prime  Minifters)    to  wait  upon  him  with  a  very  noble  Pre- 
fent,  and  to  enquire  of  him,  whether  he  (hould  f  recover 
of  the  Sicknefs,  which  he  then  labour'd  under.     The  Pro- 
phet  told   Hazaelf  that  his  Mafter  might  recover,  becaufe 
his  Diftemper  was  not  of  itfelf  mortal^  but  that  he  was  ve- 
ry well  alTur'd  that  he  would  not :  And  then,  looking  fted- 
faftly  upon  him,  he  broke  out  into  Tears,  upon  the  Profpedl 

(as 

f  What  Benhadad\  Diftemper  was,  we  are  no  where  told  in 
Scripture;  but  it  is  very  evident,  that  it  was  not  of  fo  defperate 
a  Nature,  but  tiiat  he  might  have  recovered  of  it,  had  he  not 
hzd/ou/  Play  for  his  Life.  According  to  the  Account  oijofephust 
it  was  no  more  than  a  fit  of  Melancholy  j  for  "  when  he  came 
*'  to  underftand  (as  he  tells  us)  that  all  thefe  Alarms  of  Chariots 
*'  and  Horfemen,  that  had  given  fuch  an  irreparable  Rout  to 
"  him,  and  his  Army,  were,  in  Truth,  oxAy  judicial  Impreffi- 
*'  ons  of  Affright  and  Terror,  without  any  Foundation,  he 
"  look'd  upon  it  as  a  Declaration  from  Heaven  againft  him  ;  and 
*'  this  Anxiety  of  Thought  made  him  as  fick  in  the  Body  too, 
•*  as  he  was  in  his  Mind."     JeifjiJIj  Antiq,  1.  v.  c.  2. 


Chap.  \U.f?*om  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.         157 

(as  he  told  him)  of  the  *  many  barbarous  Calamities,  which    A.  M. 
he  would  bring  upon  Ifrael,  when  once  he  was  advanc'd  to^°°^' ^.'> 
Power,  as  that  he  would  be,  becaufe  he  was  alTur'd  by  Di-  ,003,  fefc,' 
vine  Revelation  that  he  was  to  be  King  of  Syria.     At  thefe     .from 
Words,  HazaeFs  Ambition  took  Wing  ;  and  therefore,  re-  ^^'^^  5),^ 
turning  to  his  Mafter,  he  conceal'd  the  Prophet's  Anfwer,  of  2  chuon. 
and  gave  him  good  Hopes  of  his  Recovery,  but,  the  next  V'VNJ 
Day,  took  Care  to  prevent  it,  by  *  ftifling  his  Breath  with  a 

thick 

*  The  Particulars  are  this  enumerated  : /  know  the 

E'vil,  that  thou  ivilt  do  to  the  Children  of  Ifrael ;  their  Strong- 
holds HJjilt  thou  fet  on  Fire ;   their  young  Men  ^wilt  thou  Jlay  njjith 
the  Sivord ;   and  ivilt  dajh  their  Children,  and  rip  up  their  Wo- 
men  'with  Child,  2   Kings  viii.  12.     That  doping  young  Chil- 
dren  againft  the  Stones  was   one  Piece  of  barbarous  Cruelty, 
which  the  People  of  the  Eaji  were  apt  to  run  into,  in  the  Pro- 
fecution  of  their  Wars,  is  plainly  intimated  in  that  Paflage  of  the 
Pfalmiji''s,  alluding  to  the  Calamities,  which  preceded  the  Baby- 
lonijh  Captivity  ;   O  Daughter  f?/' Babylon,  ivajied  njjith  Mifery  ! 
Yea,  happy  Jhall  he  he,  that  reivardeth  thee,  as  thou  haf  ferved 
us.     Blejfed  Jhall  he  he,  that  taketh  thy  Children,  and  thronjoetb 
them  againji  the  Stones,  Pfal.  cxxxvii.  8,  g.     Nor  was  this   in- 
human Praftice  quite  out  of  Ufe  among  Nations,  that  pretended 
to  more  PoUtenefs :  For,  according   to  the  Remains  of  antient 
Fame,  the  Grecians,  when  they  became  Mailers  of  Troy,  were 
fo  cruel,  as  to  throw  Ajiyanax,  He£tor%  Son,  a   Child  in   his 
Mother's  Arms,  (as  Homer  reprefents  him)  headlong  from  one  of 
the  Towers  of  the  City.     The  ripping  up  Women  njoith  Child  is 
the  higheft  Degree  of  brutal  Cruelty  ;  and  a  Cruelty,  for  which 
there  is  no  Occafion,  becaufe,  kill  but   the  Mother,  and   the 
Child    dies    of  courfe;   and    yet  it  has    been    often   known, 
that,  in  the  Heat  of  Execution,  this  Barbarity  has  been  com- 
mitted.    Nay,  there  is  Reafon  to  believe,  that  Hazael,  in  his 
War  with   iheGileadites,  2  Kings  x.  32,  33.  verify'd  this  Part 
of  the  Prophet's  Prediftion  concerning  him ;  for,    what  Jmos, 
complaining  of  his  Cruelty  to  thefe  People,  calls  threjhing  Gi- 
lead    ijoith  threjhing  Injlruments  of  Iron,  both  the  Septuagint  and 
Arabick  Verfions  read,  hefa^wed  the  big- belly'' d  Women  o/'Gilead 
luith  Iron  Saivs.     Le  Clerc^s  and  Calmet's  Commentaries. 

*  This  he  did,  that  no  Signs  of  Violence  might  appear  upon 
him  ;  for  had  the  People,  in  the  leaft,  fufpeded  his  being  mur- 
ther'd,  Hazael woald  not (o  eafily  have  acceded  to  the  Throne; 
becaufe  (according  to  the  Account  of  7^5/t'/>^«i)  Benhadad  w«j 
a  Man  of  Juch  Reputation  among  the  People  of  Syria  and  Damaf- 
CU5,  that,  as  his  Memory  'was  celebrated  amoig  them  'with  di- 
'vine  Honours,  his  Death,  no  doubt,  had  it  been  known  to  have 

boen 


dah. 
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A.  M.    thick  Cloth  dipp'd  in  Water  :  And,   as   Benhadad  had  no 

Inc' Chrift.  ^°"  of  his  own,  and  Hazael  was  a  Man  of  great  Efteem, 

IC03,  £iff.  efpecially  among  the  Soldiery,  he  was,  without  much  Diffi- 

From  culty,  dcclar'd  his  Succejfor. 
t'o^h?End  ■  '^"E  ^^'^^  T\^mg  which  Elijha  did  was  to  have  Jehu  a- 
of  X  chron.  nointcd  King  of  Ifracl,  purfuant  to  the  Order,  that  was 
L/'*V^\^  given  to  his  Mafter  Elijah,  and  to  the  Divine  Decree  of 
punifliing  the  Houfe  of  Ahab  for  their  manifold  Impieties. 
l^^o'^Jed"^  R(ifnoth-Gilead  was  a  Place  of  long  Difpute  between  the  two 
King  ofUra  Crowns  of  Ifrael  and  Syria.  "Jchoram,  King  of  Ifrael,  had 
el,  kiUi  h'n  lately  had  an  Engagement  with  Hazael,  King  of  Syria,  not 
hor"^'^  l^n'd  ^^^  '^^^^  it>  wherein  he  had  received  fome  very  dangerous 
Ahaziah  Wounds,  and  was  gone  down  to  Jexreel,  to  be  cured  of 
King  of  Ju-them.  His  Army  however  f  continu'd  the  Siege  under  the 
Command  of  Jehu,  who,  in  the  King's  Abfence,  aded  as 
Captain-General.  This  EUJ})a  thought  was  no  improper 
Opportunity  to  execute  the  Orders,  which  were  left  upon 

him 

been  violent,  would  have  been  fully  revenged  upon  the  Mur- 
therer.  Jevvilh  Antiq.  lib.  ix.  c.  2.  We  may  obferve  however, 
that  Hiftory  makes  mention  of  fome  other  Princes,  who  have 
died  in  the  fame  Manner,  that  Benhadad  did  ;  that  the  Emperor 
Tiierius  (according  to  Suetomus)  was,  in  his  laft  Sicknefs,  choak'd 
in  his  Bed  by  a  Pillow  cramm'd  into  his  Mouth,  or  (as  Tacitus 
has  it)  was  fmother'dto  Death  under  a  vaft  Load  of  Bed-clothes  j 
and  that  King  Demetrius,  the  Son  of  Philip,  (as  well  as  the  Em- 
peror Frederick  the  Second)  was  hurried  out  of  the  World  the 
fame  Way.     Calmet"'?,  Commentary. 

f  It  is  fuppos'd,  by  fome  Interpreters,  that  the  City  of  Ra- 
moth-Gilead  ■wa.%  taken  by  Jehorajn,  before  he  departed  from 
it  to  be  cur'd  of  his  Wounds.  This  they  gather  from  the  Men- 
tion made  of  the  Inner  Chamber,  2  Kings  ix.  2.  the  Top  of  the 
Stairs,  Ver.  13.  and  from  that  Caution,  which  Jehu  thinks  ad- 
vifeable,  Let  none  go  forth,  or  cfcape  cut  of  the  City,  Ver.  15. 
But  thefe  Arguments  will  not  do.  What  we  rcndtv  out  of  the 
City,  does  fignify,  every  whit  as  properly,//eOT  before  the  City^ 
\.  e.  out  of  the  Camp  or  Army,  that  is  befieging  the  City.  But, 
even,  if  this  be  not  fo,  the  Ifraelites  might,  at  this  Time,  have 
the  Suburbs,  or  Out  Buildings  belonging  to  the  City,  in  their 
Poffeffion,  where  the  General  might  have  his  Head-Barters, 
and  from  whence  he  might  give  Orders  to  the  Piquet-Guard,  (as 
we  call  it)  that  none  fhould  be  permitted  to  move.  For,  had  the 
Town  been  already  in  their  Hands,  we  cannot  fee,  why  Jeho- 
ram  fhould  have  kept  all  Ifrael  there,  Ver,  14.  /.  e.  all  the  »//- 
/itary  Force  of  Ifrael,  when  a  ftrong  Garifoo  would  have  been 
fufficient.    PWs  Annotations. 


Chap.  III.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  t^c.         ic^g 
him  to  do  ;  and  therefore  f  calling  one  of  his  minor  Prophets,    A.  M. 
he  bid  him  go  to  Ramoth-Gikad^  and  f  there  anoint  7^^^»  iTt' C^if 
the  Grandfon  of  Nimjhi,  as  King  of  Ifrael  with  the  utmoftjoo^,  &c'. 
Secrecy,  and  then  to  come  away  with  the  utmoft  Expediti-     From 
on.     When  the  Prophet  came  thither,  he  found  the  Officers  J^^^e  EnT* 
in  a  Council  of  War,  and  Jehu  at  the  Head  of  them.     De-  of  2  chron. 
firing  therefore  to  fpeak  with  him  in  private,  he  did  what  his  L^OT^^ 
Inftruiftions  were,  and  reminding  the  General  of  the  Prophe- 
cies of  Elijah,  concerning  the  utter  ExtinSiion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Jhab,  he  enjoin'd  him  (now  that  he  was  invefted  with 
Power)  to  put  them  in  Execution. 

The  Officers,  that  were  with  Jehu,  had  but  a  contemp- 
tible Opinion  of  the  Prophet,  for  Perfons  of  this  Character 
they  look'd  upon  as  a  *  Kind  of  Mad-Men  j  and  yet,  when 

they 

f  The  Jenuifh  Doftors  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Prophet, 
whom  Elijha  fent  upon  this  MefTage,  was  Jonah  ;  but,  upon 
this  Suppofition,  he  muft,  at  this  Time,  have  been  a  very  young 
Man,  becaufe  Jeroboam  the  Second  (in  whofe  Reign  Jonah  pro- 
phefy'd)  did  not  afcend  the  Throne  till  zboxit  Jiffy  Tears  after  this 
Unftion  of  Jehu  King  of  If*-ael.  However  this  be,  it  is  reafo- 
nable  to  think,  that  Elijha  himfelf  did  not  go  to  perform  this 
Office,  either  becaufe  he  was  now  grown  old,  and  unfit  for 
fuch  a  Journey,  or  becaufe  he  was  a  Perfon  too  well  known, 
and  not  fo  proper  to  be  employ'd  in  an  Affair  that  requir'd  Se- 
crecy.    Patrick's  and  Calmet's  Commentaries. 

f  The  Je'ws  are  of  Opinion,  that  none  of  the  Kings  of  Ifrael 
were  anointed,  but  thofe  that  were  of  the  Houfe  o(  Dwvid,  and 
thefe  only,  when  there  was  a  Queflion  about  their  Succeffion  ; 
Si.s  Solomon,  they  fay,  needed  not  to  have  been  anointed,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  Faftion  of  Adonijah.  But,  in  the  Cafe  of  Je» 
hu,  in  whom  the  Succeffion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael  was  to  be 
tranflated  out  of  the  right  Line  of  the  Family  of  Ahab,  into  ano- 
ther Family,  which  had  no  Right  to  the  Kingdom,  but  merely 
the  Appointment  of  God,  there  was  a  NeceJJity  for  his  Unftion, 
in  order  both  to  convey  to  him  a  Title,  and  to  invert  him  in  the 
ailual  Poffeffion  of  the  Kingdom :  For  if  that  (which  fome  ima- 
gine from  I  Kings  xix.  16.)  be  true,  w'z.  that  the  Prophet  Eli- 
jah  did,  before  this  Time,  anoint  Jehu,  that  Undtion  did  only 
confer  on  him  a  remote  Right  to  the  Kingdom,  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner, 2.%  Samuels  \]n£(\on  dadi  to  David,  i  Sam.  xvi.  13.  Pa- 
frici's  Commentary,  and  Poofs  Annotations. 

*  The  Officers,  who  were  in  Company  with  Jehu,  might 
eafily  perceive,  by  the  Habit,  and  Air,  and  Manner  of  Speech 
of  the  Perfon,  who  accofted  Jehu  fo  boldly,  and,  when  he  had 
done  his  Bufineft,  vaniili'd  fo  fuddenly,  that  he  was  a  Prophet  ; 
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A.  M,    they  underftood  that  he  had  anointed  Jehu  to  be  King,  they 

^°°''cMft  proclaimed  him  with  a  general  Confent,  and,  with  a  good 

1003,  Sff.  Body  of  Forces,  march'd  diredly  to  Jezreel,  where  Jehoram 

From      was  not  yet  recover'd  of  his  Wounds,  and  whither  Aha^ 

^  ^r^E^'d  ^'^^»    ^'"S  o^  Judah^    was  at  that  Time  come  to   vifit 

of  aChron.him.     Jehus    Intent  was,    to   get  to  Jezree/,  before  the 

^./"Y^^King   could  have  any  Intelligence  of  what  had  pafled   at 

Ramoth-Gilead,  and  there  to  furprize  and  feize  him;  but 

a  t  Centinel  from  the  Watch-Tower,   perceiving  a  Body 

of  Men  coming,  and,    by  their  hafty  March,  concluding 

that  it  was  Jehu  who  commanded  them,  appriz'd  the  two 

Kings  of  it  J  whereupon   they  got  ready  their  Chariots  in 

all  Hafte,  and,  (as  the  Providence   of  God  would  have  it) 

met  him  not  far  from  the  Vineyard  of  Naboth,  the  Jez-' 

reelite, 

but  then  there  might  be  feveral  Reafons,  which  might  induce 
Men  of  their  Profeffion  to  have  a  contemptible  Opinion  of  Men 
of  that  Order.  The  rigid  and  obfcure  Courfe  of  Life,  which 
the  Prophets  led,  their  Negled  of  themfelves,  and  of  the  Things 
of  this  World,  might  pafs  with  them  for  a  Kind  of  Infatuation  j 
and  the  holy  Exercifes,  to  which  they  devoted  themfelves,  for 
no  more  than  a  religious  Frenzy.  Befides  this,  the  falfe  Prophets, 
which  they  had  feen  in  the  Court  of  Jhab,  had  given  juft  Of- 
fence ;  and,  by  their  aiFedted  Gejiures,  and  fludy'd  ContorJionSf 
(whereby  they  thought  to  recommend  their  crude  Enthujiafms) 
made  themfelves  juftly  ridiculous  and  contemptible.  And  there- 
fore, it  is  no  Wonder,  that  thefe  Officers,  at  firft  Sight,  fhould 
cenfure  a  true,  as  they  thought  they  had  Reafon  to  judge  of  the 
falfe  Prophet,  with  whom  they  had  been  acquainted ;  efpecially, 
when  we  find  forae  leading  Men,  in  the  Tribe  oi  Judah,  treat- 
ing the  Prophets  of  the  Lord  (as  in  the  Cafe  of  Ezekiel,  Chap, 
xxiii.  30,  31.  and  of  Jeremiah,  Chap.  xxix.  26.)  as  Fools  and 
Madmen  ;  and  fome  great  Names  in  the  Heathen  World,  looking 
upon  all  Pretenders  to  Infpiration,  in  no  better  Light;  according 
to  that  noted  Paffage  in  Cicero,  ^id  bahet  auJIoritatis  furor  ijie, 
quern  dinjinum  njocatis,  ut  quar  fapiens  nan  Hjidet,  ea  I'ideat  infanuif 
i^  is,  qui  humanos  fenfus  amiferit,  di'vinos  ajfecutus  fit  :  De  Di- 
vinat.  lib.  ii. 

•f-  In  Time  of  Peace,  as  well  as  War.  it  was  cuftomary  to  have 
Watchmen  fet  on  high  and  eminent  Places  wherever  the  King 
was,  to  prevent  his  being  furpriz'd.  ThusDci'vid,atferufaltm, 
was  informed  by  the  Watchman,  that  his  Sons  were  efcap'd  from 
the  Slaughter  of  Abfalom,  when  he  thought  them  all  loft,  2  Sam. 
xiii.  34.  and  therefore  Jehoram,  who  had  an  Army  lying  be- 
fore Ramoth  Gilead,  had  good  Reafon  to  keep  a  watchful  Eye 
upon  every  Motion  that  came,  efpecially  from  that  Quarter, 
Patrick's  and  Calmet^s  Commentaries. 


Chap.  III.    from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  i^c.       i6i 
reelite^  and  perhaps    (a)  in  the  Place  where  Naboth   was    A.  m. 

fton'd.  _  _  AnVciSf: 

Upon  their  firft  Meeting,  a  few  Words  convinc'd  Je-  ,003,  &c'. 
horam  that  y^^a  had  confpir'd  againft  him,  and  was  comcj      From 
in  an  hoftile  Manner,  to  avenge  f  the  Idolatry  and  Wicked-  to^hgg"]"' 
nefs  of  his  Mother  Jezebel^  whereupon   he    turn'd  his  Cha-  of  z  chron, 
riot  and  fled  :     But  Jehu  foon  overtook  him  with  a    fwift  ^vOTNj 
Arrow,  which  pierc'd   his  Heart ;  and,    when  he  perceiv'd 
him  finking  in  his  Chariot,  he  bid  an  Officer  that  was  by, 
throw  him  into  Naboth's  Field,  which  was  near   at  Handj 
t  that  the  Word  of  the  Lord  might  be  fulfilled. 

As 

(af^  Kings  XXI.   ig. 

-f  The  Anfwer,  which  Jehu  returns  to  yehoram,  is,  — 


What  PeacCy  fo  long  as  the  Whoredoms  of  thy  Mother  Jezebel, 
and  her  Witchcrafts  are  fo  many  ?  2  Kings  ix.  22.  /.  e.  Whilft 
her  Idolatries,  wherewith  (he  bewitches  the  People,  are  ftill 
continu'd  and  multiply'd.  And  he  upbraids  Jehoram  with 
his  Mother's  Sins,  and  not  with  his  own,  becaufe  her^i  were 
more  notorious  and  infamous,  and  what,  by  his  Connivance,  he 
had  made  his  onxin  ;  becaufe  they  were  the  principal  Reafon  why 
God  did  inflidl,  and  he  was  come  to  execute,  thefe  Judgments  j 
and  becaufe  he  could  find  no  odious  Accufations  againft  him,  ex- 
cept about  the  golden  Cal'ves,  which  he  purpofely  declin'd  men- 
tioning, becaufe  he  himfclf  intended  to  keep  them  up.  PWs 
Annotations. 

f  The  Words  which  Jehu  feems  to  quote,  are  thefe^ ' 

Purely  f  I  ha've  feen  Tefterday  the  Blood  of  ^dihoi'n,  and  the  Blood 
of  his  Sons,  faith  the  Lord,  and  I  njoill  requite  hitn  in  this  PlacCy 
2  Kings  ix.  26.  It  is  to  be  obferv'd  however,  that  in  all  the 
Yi'x'^oxy  oi  Naboth,  (which  is  recorded  in  i  Kings  yix\.)  we  find 
no  Mention  made  of  the  Death  of  his  Sons  ;  but  it  is  no  unufual 
Thing  for  the  Scripture  to  fupply,  in  one  Place,  that  which  has 
been  omitted  in  another.  'Tis  not  improbable  therefore,  thatj 
as  Naboth  was  accus'd  of  Hi gh-T reafon,  all  his  Family  was  in- 
volv'd  in  his  Ruin,   and  all  his  Eftate  confifcatcd  to  the  King's 

Exchequer  :     And  what  feems  to  confirm  this  Opinion,  is, 

Tha:  we  find  Elijah  never  once  putting  the  King  in  Mind  to 
reftore  the  Vineyard  to  Naboth's  Children,  nor  the  King,  in  the 
Time  of  his  Repentance,  ever  once  thinking  to  do  it,  be- 
cauf.',  in  all  human  Appearance,  there  were  no  Heirs  left.  Not° 
withftanding  this,  Grotius,  and  other  learned  Men  have  ob- 
ferv'd, that  thefe  Words  may  fignify  no  more  than  the  extream 
Poverty,  to  which  Naboth's  Family  v/as  reduc'd  by  the  Death 
of  their  Father,  and  the  Confilcation  of  his  Goods  :  For  a- 
mong  the  Hebreivs,  fay  they^  all  Puniihments   and  Miferies  arc; 

Vot.  ly,  ^A  €alle4 
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A.  M.  As  for  J/jaziah,  he  attempted  to  make  his  Efcape,  but 
An°''chrlft  ^^'^  purfu'd  by  a  Party  of  Jehu's  Men,  who  came  up  with 
1003,  fiff.  him  at  Gin;  and,  as  lie  was  fitting  in  his  Chariot,  gave  him 

From  a  mortal  Wound  ;  (o  that,  as  foon  as  he  reach'd  Megiddoy 
to^h^End  ^^^  '^^^'^'  ^^  ^^^  thence  remov'd  to  Jeritfalem^  where  he  was 
of  2  chron.  bury'd  in  the  roytd  Sepulchre  of  his  Anccftors,  and,  after  a 
V>'"Y'^»s^  Reign  of  lefs  than  two  Years,  was  fucccedcd  by  his  Mother 

JtbaUah^  who  ufurp'd  the  Throne. 
Deftroys  je-  JEHU,  in  the  mean  Time,  m;ule  the  beft  of  his  Way 
'p^^^ces  of  *°  J'^z.reel,  where  Jezebel^  rcfolving  to  keep  up  her  Gran- 
the  Bluod,  deur  to  the  laft,  *  painted  and  drcfs'd  herfelf  in  her  royal 
ririJi-.'dm/ii Robes,  and,  looking  out  of  iicr  Window,  upbraided  him 
and^ht  '^^'^  ^'^  Treachery,  as  he  pafs'd  by,  and  reminded  him  of 
Triefii  ard  the  Unhappy  Fate  of  Zirnri,  who  ilew  his  King  and  Mafter, 
'Temple  of  Elan  :  But,  without  making  her  any  Anfwer,  he  called 
*"'•  to.  fomcbody  to  throw  her  out  of  the  Window,  which  f  her 

own 

called  Blood,  Lev.  xvli.  4.  and  to  take  away  their  Eftatc,  upon 
which  they  would  have  liv'd,  was,  in  EfFe6t,  to  take  away  their 
Blood,  in  which  is  the  Life  of  every  Creature.  But  this  is  a 
little  forc'd  :  And  therefore,  we  fhould  rather  think,  that  Jehu 
is  here  aggravating  Ahab's  Crime,  and  reckoning  the  Sons  as 
flain  with  the  Father,  becaufe,  by  their  being  depriv'd  of  him, 
and  of  his  Ellate,  they  were,  in  a  Manner,  in  as  bad  a  Condi- 
tion, as  tho'  they  were  dead.  Lc  Clerc\,  Patrick's,  and  Cal- 
fnet\  Commentaries. 

*  The  Words  in  tlie  Original  import.  She  put  her  Eyes  in 
Paint,  i.  e.  Q^ews'd.  Stibium,  or  ^-/w/Zwcwy  pulvcriz'd,  to  make 
her  Eyes  and  Eyebrows  look  black  and  large,  which,  in  feveral 
Countries,  was  accounted  a  great  Beauty.  The  Ufe  of  Paint 
has  been  of  antient  Date,  and  the  Art  of  blacking  the  Hair,  and 
beautifying  the  Face,  may  be  indulged  the  Vanity  of  the  Female 
Sex  ;  but  it  raifes  one's  Indignation  to  read  of  a  Sardanapalus 
painting  his  Eyes  and  Eyebrows ;  of  the  antient  Greeks  running 
into  the  fame  Cullom  ;  and  much  more  of  the  martial  Romans  : 
But  there  were  Fops  in  all  Nations  then,  as  well   as  now. 

II!e  fupercilium  madida  fuligine  tinflum 
Obliqua  prodiicit  acu,  pingitque  trementes 
Attollens  oculos.  Juv.  Sat.  ii. 

-\  According  to  theCuIlom  of  the  Eajlern  Nations,  the  Bufi- 
nefs  of  this  Sort  of  People  was  to  attend  upon  !^eens  in  their 
Chambers,  who,  by  their  great  Fidelity  and  Obfequioufnefs, 
gain'd  generally  the  Eftcem,  and  were  admitted  to  the  Confidence, 
•f  jhofe  they  ferv'd,  and  from  ihencc  into  Places,  very  often  of 

great 
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own  Eunuchs  did  j  fo  that,  by  the  Fall,  her  f  Blood  ftain'd  the    A.  M, 
Walls  of  the  Palace,  and,  when  fhe   was  upon  the    Pave-  "^^^''(^'{(^^ 
ment,  the  Horfes  trampled  her   under  Foot,  and  the  Dogs  ,003,  &c. 
devour'd  her  Body  ;  infomuch,  that  v/hen  fehit^  (in  f  Con- From iKing« 
fideration  of  her  Quality)  order'd  fome  of  his  Servants  tOp^'j^f  ^^* 
go  and  bury  her,  they  found  nothing  of  her  remaining,   butc},ron, 
her  Skull,  Feet,  and  Palms  of  her  Hands :     So  pundtually  i^^V''VI 
was  the  Prophet's  Predi6tion  fulfilled  concerning  this  wicked 
and  idolatrous  Woman  ! 

Having  thus  fettled  himfelf  in  a  quiet  PofTefTion  of 
Jezreel.,  Jehu  fent  a  Letter  to  the  Nobles,  and  other  great 
Men,  t  who  were  at  Samaria^  and  had  the  Care   of  the 

Princes 

great  Truft  and  Profit.  It  is  rcmark'd  however  of  Jezebefs  Eu- 
nuchs, that  they  were  far  from  being  faithful  to  her,  to  let  ua 
fee  how  fuddenly  Countries  are  wont  to  change  with  the  Fortund 
of  their  Maflers.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

f  Some  of  the  Jeuoijh  Doctors  look  upon  this,  as  a  Puni/h- 
ment  according  to  the  Lex  Talionis ;  for  as  (he  had  done,  fo  (he 
fuffer'd.  She  had  caus'd  'Naboth  to  be  fton'd,  and  now  fhe  is 
condemn'd  to  bey?oaVherfelf.  For  there  were  t^o  Ways  b£ 
ftonjng,  either  by  throwing  Stones  at  Malefadtofs,  till  they  had 
knock'd  them  down  and  killed  them  ;  or  by  throwing  them 
down  upon  the  Stones  from  an  high  Place,  and  fo  daftiing  them 
to  Pieces.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

-f-  She  was  the  Daughter  of  EthbaalYLing  of  Tyre  ;  the  Wifd 
of  Ahab,  and  Mother  of  Jeh'jram,  Kings  of  Ifrael -,  the  Mother- 
in-Law  of  Jehoram  King  of  yudahy  and  the  Aunt  oi  Jhaziaht 
who  was  likewife  King  of  Judah,     Calmet\  Commentary, 

f  The  Words  in  the  Original,  which  our  Tranflation  has 
follow'd,  are,  Jehu  vjrote  Letters,  and  fent  to  Samaria,  unto  the 
Ruler i  0/  Jezrtel,  to  the  Elders,  and  to  them  that  brought  up  A- 
habV  Children,  2  Kings  x.  i.  But  then  the  Queftion  is,  how 
the  Rulers  of  Jezreel  came  to  be  at  Samaria?  Some  have  ima- 
gined indeed  a  Miftake  in  the  Tran/cribcr,  and  that,  inftead  of 
Jezreel,  the  Word  fhould  be  Ifrael,  which  is  no  great  Variati- 
on :  But  why  may  we  not  fuppofe,  that,  upon  hearing  ho^ 
Jehu  had  flain  Jehoram,  the  great  Men  of  his  Court  might  take 
the  Children,  and,  for  Fear  that  they  fhould  fall  into  his  Hands, 
flee  with  them  to  Samaria^  as  the  Capital,  and  ftrongeft  Place  Iri 
the  Kingdom,  where  they  might  think  of  defending  themfelves 
againft  his  Ufurpation.  and  (as  his  Letters  feem  to  impoft) 
of  filling,  with  one  of  Ahab\  I-'amily,  the  vacant  Throne/  It 
was  cuftomary  for  Princes  of  the  Blood,  in  thofe  Days,  to  b< 
brought  up  in  the  Families  of  th6  prime  Nobility  of  the  Nation  i 
«nd  therefore,  whatever  Ferfons  of  this  Quality  had  thefc  Prin- 
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A.  M.     Princes  of  the  Blood,  to   chufc  out  whom  they  thouglit  the 
3°°''  ®'.^-  fitted  to    fet  upon   the  T'hrone  of ///v7^/ ;  But  they,  being 
1003    &c'.  well  aware  with  what  Intent  he  did  this,  and  not  unacquain- 
FromiKings  ted  with  the  Fate  of  the  two  Kings,  he  had  already  difpatch'd. 
Tin.  to  the  j-etuj-n'd    him  a  very  fubmiffive  Anfwer,  wherein  they  de- 
Chron.         clar'd  themfelves  entirely  at  his  Devotion.     This  Declarati- 
^.^''Y'^V'On  he  took  the  Advantage  of;  fo  that,  in  his  next  Meflage, 
he  commanded  them  f  to  fend   him   the  Heads  of  all  the 
Princes,  who  f  were  no  lefs  than  feventy  ;  and  in  this  like- 
wife  being  pundlually  obey'd,  without  any  farther  Delay,  he 

proceeded 

<es  under  their  Care,  and  faw  the  Re'volution  that  was  like  to 
happen,  they  might  think  it  the  moft  advifeable  Way  to  haften 
with  them  to  Samaria,  as  a  Place  of  the  moft  Security  :  Or  for 
this  very  Reafon,  Jehoram,  when  he  went  againft  RamothGi- 
lead,  might  have  fent  them  thither,  that  they  might  be  under 
Cover  from  any  ill  Accident,  that  might  poffibly  happen  in  his 
War  with  the  King  of  Syria,  Patrick's  Commentary,  and 
PooPs  Annotations. 

f  Befides  the  Accomplifhment  of  the  Divine  Decree,  yel!?u 

had  this  farther  Defign  in  requefting  this  cruel  Service  of  the 

Rulers   and    Elders,  and  great  Men  of  the  Nation,  'vi%.     that 

thereby  he  might  engage  them  in  the  fame  Crime,  and  Confpi- 

racy,  with  himfelf.     For,  by  prevailing  with  them  to  murder 

Ahab\  Kinfmen  in  this  iVJanner,  he  ty'd  them  to  his  Intereft  fo 

clofely,  that  if  any  of  the  inferior  People  had  been  minded  to 

oppofe  his  Defigns,  they  were,  by  this  Means,  depriv'd  of  any 

Man  of  Figure  and  Diflindlion  to  head  them  ;  and  not   only  {o^ 

but,  by  ti.is  Expedient,  yt'^«  thought  likewife  that  he  might,  in 

a  great  Meafare,  juftify,  at   leaft  lefTen  the  Oaiurn  of,  his  own 

cruel  and  perfidious  Conduft ;  for  this  is  the  J-enfe  of  his  Appeal 

to  the  People,  Te   be    righteous  :     Behold    I    conffired    againft 

my  Mafter,  a7idjlen.v  him  ;   but  njoho  Jleijo  all  thefe  ?   2   Kings  X. 

9.  As  if  he  had  faid,  "  I  own  indeed,  that  1  was  a  great  In- 

**  ftrument  in  taking  off  the  late  King  ;  but  am  I  more  culpable 

'*  than  are  the  Friends,  the  Counlellors,  the  Officers  q{  Ahab  ? 

"  I  pretend  not   to  conceal   my  Fault ;  but  the  Approbation, 

•'  which  the  principal  Men  of  the  Nation  have  given  it,  in  tak- 

"  ing  up  Arms  againft  the  Houfe  of  Ahab,  and  the  wonder- 

"  ful  Succefs  that   has  attended  this  Enterprize  of  mine,  are 

"  not  thefe  a  certain  Proof  that  God  has  rais'd  me  up  to  execute 

"  his  Decree  in  this  Refped  ?  And  ought  you  not  to  acknow- 

"  ledge,  in  this  Cafe,  the  Interpofition  of  his  Hand"'?     Cal- 

met\  Commentary. 

■f-  The  facred  Hiftorian  takes  care  to  repeat  the  Number  of 
ihefe  Princes  0/ the  Bleed  in.  two  feparate  Places,  {z  Kings  x.  i. 

and 
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proceeded  to   extirpate  every  one   that  remain'd  of  JhaFs     A.  M. 
Family,  the  great  Men   of  his   Court,  and  all  his  Friends,  in^/cj^;^* 
For,  in  his  Way  to  Samaria,  meeting  with  fome  Nephews,  1003,  &c\ 
and  other  Relations,  of  Aha-ziah,  who,  f  knov/ing  nothing      From 
of  thefe  Tranfa^ions,  were  going    to  pay   a  Vifit   to   the  to^thfEni'* 
Court    at   Samaria,  he  order 'd  thefe  likewife  (which  in  all  of  2  Chron. 
amounted   to  the  Number  o^  forty -two)  to  be  flain ;  and  fo   --/'"Y'NJ 
(to  give  a  better  Face  to  what  he  did)  taking  f  fonadab,  the 
Son  of  Rechab,  a   Man  of  great  Stri6tnefs  and  Sobriety  of 
Life,  into  the  Chariot  with  him,  he  proceeded  in  his  Jour- 
ney to  Samaria. 

L  3  :^« 

and  6.)  on  Purpofe  to  fhew  the  vile  Spirit  of  thefe  great  Men, 
who  could  deftroy  fo  many  royal  Perfons,  to  whom  they  were 
Governors,  and  to  whom  they  ow'd  a  juft  Protedlion  and  De- 
fence :  And  therefore,  it  was  no  more  than  they  deferv'd,  if, 
when  J ehu  Jlenu  all  that  remained  of  the  Houfe  o/'Ahab,  and  all 
his  great  Men,  till  he  left  none,  he  included  in  that  Number  (as 
fome  imagine)  thefe  bafe,  perfidious  Time  fernjers.  Patrick^ 
Commentary. 

f  Jehu  muft  certainly  have  made  wonderful  Expedition  and 
Secrecy  in  what  he  did,  to  have  prevented  the  Report  (which  ge- 
nerally fpreads  very  fafl)  of  what  had  pafs'd  at  Jezreel.  Two 
Kings  and  a  Queen  killed,  the  whole  Family  of  Ahab  extindl, 
and  a  general  Change  and  Revolution  in  the  State ;  and  yet  not 
a  Word  of  this  known  at  Jerufalem,  (which  was  not  quite/o«r- 
fcore  Miles  diftant  from  Jezreel)  even  though  Ahaziah  the  King 
of  Judah,  was  one  of  the  Princes  that  was  flain.  Calmet''s  Com- 
mentary. 

-f-  Several  learned  Men  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  Jonadab  was 
not  the  Perfon,  who  gave  the  Precepts  mention'd  in  Jeremi- 
ah, Chap.  XXXV.  to  his  Children,  but  another  of  that  Name,  who 
liv'd  in  the  Days  of  Jeremiah  :  For  it  is  not  likely,  they  think, 
that  a  Man  addidcd  to  fuch  a  quiet  and  retired  Life,  as  he  in- 
Ilituted,  would  have  come  to  meet  Jehu  ;  and  therefore  they 
rather  imagine,  that  it  was  fome  7nlitary  Perfon  of  great  Note 
and  Efteem  among  the  Populace,  whofe  Intereft  might  do  Jehu 
great  Service,  and  whofe  Advice,  in  many  Things,  he  after- 
wards foUow'd.  But  why  might  not  Jonadab  (how  well  foever 
he  might  love  Rerirement^  come,  upon  this  Occafion,  to  congra- 
tulate ^t-Z^w's  Zeal  againft  Idolatry,  and  to  advife,  and  encourage, 
him  to  proceed  in  fulfilling  the  Will  of  God,  revealed  to  him  ? 
And  the  Reafon  is  obvious,  why  Jehu  might  be  glad  of  the 
Countenance  and  Company  of  fuch  a  Man,  whofe  known  Piety 
would  gain  him  more  Reverence  and  Refpefl,  than  the  Atten- 
dance of  any  great  Captain  could   procure  him.     But,  though 

Jonadab, 
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A.  M.         As  foon  as  he  was  come  to  Samaria ,    he   firft  deftroy'd 

An°t' cSif  ^^^  ^^^^   ^^^^  ^^^^  °^  ^'^^  ^°"^^  °^  ^'^'^^  ^"  *^^^  ^^^y*  ^"^ 
iDoj,  fef-r.  then,  pretending  that  he  defign'd  to  offer  an  uncommon  Sa- 

Fi-omiKings  CrifigC 

yiii.  to  the 
End  of  2. 

^hron,        Jonadab,  the  Son  of  Rechab,  is  allow'd  to  be  a  good  Man,  yet 
M''*'  it  does   not  therefore  follow,  that  he  reviv'd  the  antient  Rules 
of  the  Rechabites,  (as  fome  are   apt  to  think)  upon  a  religious 
Account,  but  purely  as  a  Matter  of  Policy.     The  Story  is  this  ; 
The  Rechabites  were  of  the  Race  of  Hobab,  or  Jcthro  the  Ke- 
tiite,  Prieft  of  Midiati,  and  Father-in-Law  to  Mofes,   i  Chron, 
ii.  55.   fo   that  the  Kenites  were  Midianites,  and  the  Midiamfej 
were  Divel/ers  in  Tents  from  the  Beginning  :  For,  in  this  Man- 
ner Abraham  liv'd,  while   he  fojourn'd  in  the  Land  of  Canaan, 
and,  in  Imitation  of  him,  the  Midianites,  who  were  of  his  Pof- 
terity,  might  do  the  fame.     Now,  when  the  Children  of  Hobab, 
who  were  all  Kenites,  were  invited  by  Mofes  to  go  along  with 
the  People  of  God  into  Canaan,  they  might  retain  this  Pajloral 
Manner  of  Life,  not  only  as  a  Badge   of  the  Nation,  from 
whence  they  were  defcended,  but  as  a  Means  likewife  to  make 
their  Habitation  more  quiet  and  fecure  (in  a  Land  where  they 
were  Strangers)  both  from  the  Envy  of  the  Jenvs  at  Home,  and 
the  Danger  of  Enemies  Abroad.     For,  having  neither  Houfes 
nor  Lands,  but  Tents  and  Cattle  only,  which  they  could  move, 
upon  Qccafion,  from  Place  to  Place,  they  could  not  be  fo  fubjeft 
to  hojlile  Inyafions.     But  as,  in  Length  of  Time,  thefe  Kenites 
were  tempted,  by  the  more  pleafant  Living  of  the  Ifraelites,  to 
think  of  changing  this  Cuftom  of  their  Anceftors ;  this  Jonadab, 
the  Son  oi  Rechab,  a  famous  Kenite,  and  of  much  Efteem  and  Au- 
thority among  them,  took  Occafion  to  renenjo  it  again,    and  to 
bind  his  Pofterity  to  obferve  it :  For  which  End  he  forbad  the 
drinking  of  Wine,  left  the  Defire  of  fo  delicious  a  Liquor  might 
tempt  them  to  plant  Vineyards,  and  build  Houfes,  as  the  Jeijos 
did.  V^hat  Authority  he  had  to  enforce  thefe  arbitrary  Injundli- 
qns,  we  cannot  learn.  'Tis  plain,  that  he  laid  his  Pofterity  under 
no  Curfe,  in   Cafe  of  Difobedience ;  on  the  contrary,  we  find 
that  the  Prophet  Jere?niah,  Chap.  xxxv.  2,  iffc.  was  diredled  by 
God  to    bring  them  to   an  Apartment  in  the  Temple,  to  fet 
Wine  before  them,  and  invite  them  to  drink  }  which  would  have 
been  an  unworthy  Adtion,  if  they  had  been  under  an  indifpen- 
f:ble  Obligation  of  abftaining  from  it:  And,  on  the  other  Hand, 
the  Rechabites  refus'd  it,  not  becaufe  their  Father  had  laid  them 
ynder  any  Curfe,  if  they  difobey'd  him,  but  becaufe  he  promis'd, 
^hat   they  fiiould  li've  many  Days  in  the  Land  <wherein  they  ivere 
Strangers,  if  they  obey 'd  his  Voice.  Jer.  xxxv.  7.  which  Pro- 
mife,  being  alfo   made   to  thofe,  who  honoured  their  Parents, 
Ijxod.  XX.  12.  might  the  more  incline  tta  to  th^t  ftri<^  Obedi- 
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crifice  unto  Baal,  he  ifTu'd  out  a  Proclamation,  command-     A.  M. 
ingall  his  Priefts,  Prophets,  and  Worfhippers,  upon  Pain  of  A^u'ct'rm. 
Death,  to  be  prefent  at  this  great  Solemnity.  They  all  came  ;   1003,  &c. 
and  when  they,  and   they  only  (for  Care  was  taken,  that  FromiKings 
none  of  the  Servants  of  the  Lord  fhould  be  among  them)  ^"^  *°  ^^^ 
were  met  together  in  Baal's  Temple,  and  the  *  Priefts  in  chron. 
their  proper  Veftments,  he  commanded  his  Guards  to  go  in,  .^ VSJ 
and  fall  upon  them,  and  kill  them  all.     After  this,  they  ran 
to  the  Temple  of  Baal  ;  brake  down  his  Image,  and  the  f 
other  Images  of  the  like  Nature,  and  burnt  them  publickly. 
They  demoliftied   the  Temple  quite,  laid  it  flat  with  the 
Ground  ;  and,  that  the  Place,  whereon  it  flood,  might  in 
all  future  Ages  be  look'd  upon  as  defpicable,  they  made  it  a 
*  common  fakes. 

Thus 

cnce,  for  which  they  are  fo  highly  commended  by  God  in  the 
Place  above-cited.  Upon  the  whole  therefore  it  appears,  that 
Jonadab  only  renenrid  what  his  Anceftors  had  obferv'd  long  be- 
fore he  was  born ;  and  that  his  Authority  prevailed  among  his 
Brethren  to  continue  this  Form  of  Abjlinence  for  two  hundred 
Years  after  he  was  dead,  not  as  a  Matter  oi  Religion,  but  as  a 
mere  civil  Cuftom.  Patrick's  Commentary,  and  Bedford's  Scrip- 
ture Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2. 

*  It  was  the  Cuftom  of  almoft  all  Idolaters  to  be  very  curious* 
about  the  external  Pomp  of  their  Ceremonies,  wherein  indeed  the 
chief  Part  of  their  Worfhip  does  confift.  All  the  Priefts  of  Baal 
were  cloath'd  ixxjine  Linen,  and  their  Chief-Priefts,  no  doubt,had 
fome  particular  Ornaments  to  diftinguilh  them.  Baal  and  Ajiarte 
were  Phcenician  Deities :  And  therefore,  as  Silius  Italicus,  in  his 
Defcription  of  the  Priefts  of  i/i?/-a^/fj,  has  given  us  an  Account, 
in  what  Manner  the  Phcenician  Priefts  (when  in  their  Office)  were 
habited,  we  have  Reafon  from  thence  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Drefs 
of  the  Priefts  of  5<3<2/ were  much  of  the  fame  Kind. 

•  Nee  difcolor  ulli 

Ante  aras  cultus :  Velantur  corpora  lino, 

Et  Pelufiaco  praefulget  ftamine  vertex. 

Difcinftis  mos  thura  dare,  atque  e  lege  parentum 

Sacrificam  lato  veftem  diftinguere  clavo. 
f  Thefe  Idolaters,  befides  the  fupreme  God,  whom  they  took 
Baal  to  be,  worftiipp'd  feveral  otJier  lefTer  Gods,  Whom  they 
call  Baalim,  and  whofe  Images  were  plac'd  in  this  Temple  :  For 
it  was  an  antient  Cuftom,  (as  Ser'vius  notes)  after  the  Prieft  had 
invok'd  the  particular  God,  for  whom  the  Sacrifice  was  intend- 
ed, to  addrefs  himfelf  to  all  the  other  Gods,  left  any  of  them 
Ihould  think  themfelves  neglefted.     Patricks  Commentary, 

*  The  Hiftories  of  the  Eajl  furnifti  us  with  fcveral  Examples 
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A.  M.         Thus  entirely  did  Jehu  deftroy  the  Family  of  Jhab,  and 
Ant!'chi[ft  ^^^  Worfliip   of  Baal  in  the  Kingdom  of  Jfrael,  for  wh  ch 
1003,  &c.   he  was  fo  far  approv'd  and  rewarded  by  God,  that  he  entad- 
FromiKings  ed  the  Crown  upon  his  Family  to  the  fourth  Generation  :   But 
End  of  z  "^   Policy  prevailed  againil  Religion,  and  perfuaded  him  to  conrr 
Chron.         tinue  the   Old  Idolatry,  even    when   he  had  deftroyed  the 
V-/''V"^0  New.     The  Calves  which  ferohoam   fet  up,  he  would  not 
^Jnd  Death    P^'"'  ^'^^  '  ^"^  therefore  God,  to  make  him  fenfible  of  his 
Difpleafure,  ftirred  up  Ha-zael  King  of  Syria,  to  invade  his 
Country  ;  who,  having  taken  feveral  of  his  Frontier-TovfnSj 
did  thereby  open  a  Way  to  make  great  Ravages  in  feveral 
other  Places  of  his  Kingdom,  efpecially  in  the  Country  be- 
yond  Jordan,  where    the   Tribes  of  Manajfeh,  Gad,  and 
Reuben  fufFer'd  much.     In  a  Word,  we  may  fay  ofjehu^ 
that,  as  his  Condudl  was  of  a  mixt  Nature,  God  rewarded 
his  Obedience,  but  punifh'd  his  Idolatry  ;  who,  after  he  had 
reign'd  eight  and  twenty  Years,  died,  and  was  bury'd  in  6V- 
naria^  and  (withouj  any  Oppofition)  was  fucceeded  by  his 
Son  Jehoaha-z. 

JEHOAHAZ,  to  preferve  the  Crown  of  Ifrael  from  u- 

Jehoshaz  ,6m  niting  with  that  oijudah,  purfued  the  fame  Method,  that 

Sonfuccfeds  -^^^^^  Prcdeceflors had  done  in  Relation  to  the  ^<?//ViV^/ Worfhip 

vrihappv'^'^'  of  the  Golden  Calves  ;  fo  that,  during  his  whole  Reign,  God 

Reign,  and  forcly  afflJiSled  both  him  and  his  People,  by  delivering  him 

l>eath,         jnto  the  Hands  of  Hazael ,  and  his  Son  Benhadad,  the  third 

Syrian  King  of  that  Name,    who  reduc'd  him  to   that  low 

Ebb,  that  he  had  no  morethan  fifty  Horfemen,  ten  Chariots, 

and  ten  Thoufand  Foot  Soldiers  left.    At  length,  through  the 

many  Defeats  he  had  receiv'd,  and  the  grievous  Oppreflion, 

under  which  he   labour'd,  grown  weary  of  Life,  as  well  as 

Government,  after  a  very  troublefome    Reign  oi  f event e en 

Years,  he  dy'd,  and   was  fucceeded   by  his  Son  Joajh,  a 

Prince   more  fortunate,  and  not  altogether  fo  irreligious  as 

his  Father.     But,  to  enquire  a  little  now  into  the  Affairs  of 

the  Kingdom  of  Judah. 

When 

of  Princes  infli£ling  this  Kind  of  Punifliment  upon  fuch,  as  were 
found  guilty  oi High-Trea/on,  or  of  coutrat'ening  the  King'sCom- 
Hiands.  To  this  the  Decree,  which  Darius  made  in  Favour  of 
the  Je-ws,  plainly  alludes  :  Whcfoe'ver  J}?all  alter  this  Word,  let 
Timber  be  pulled  doivn  from  his  Houfe,  and,  being  fet  up,  let  him 
he  hanged  thereon  ;  and  let  his  Houfe  be  made  a  Dunghil.  Ezra 
vi.  II.  And,  to  the  fame  Purpofe  is  that  Threat  of  Nebuchad- 
pezzar  to  the  Magicians,  &c.  If  ye  nvill  not  make  knonvn  unto  me 
the  Dreams  ixiith  the  Interpretation  thereof,  ye  fhall  be  cut  in 
Pieees,  and  your  Houfes  fhall  be  made  a  Dunghil,     Dan,  ii.  5. 
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When  Jthaliah^  the  Daughter  oi  Jhab^  and  Wife  to    a.  m. 
Jehoram  King  of  Judah,  underftood  that  Jehu  had  flain  her  ]^°°''^y^[^ 
Son  Aha-ziah^  being  a  very  ambitious,  bloody-minded  Wo- 1003,  ^c' 
man,  and  refolving  to  take  the  Government  upon  herfelf,  f  Fi-omiKinga 
fhe  deftroyed  all  the  Children,  that  Jehoram  had  by  another g'^'j  J^°  "'"= 
Wife,  and  all  their  Offspring,  that  fo  fhe  might  afcend  thechron. 
Throne  without  any  Oppofition.       Jehojhaba,  the  Sifter  of  v'~V"Nj 
Ahaziah  by  the  Father's  Side,  but  not  by  the  Mother's, v^^as,A.'^haliah's 
at  this  Time,  marry'd   to  Jehoiada,  the  High-Prieft ;  and fh"/cro^nof 
while  Athaliah's  Executioners  were  murdering  the  reft,  fhejudah,  and 
ftole  away  f  Joajh,  the  Son  of  Jhaziah,  and  kept  him,  and  ijcrmiJerabU 

his   "  • 

•j-  The  Confideration  of  the  Fate,  that  attended  thefe  Royal 
Families,  is  enough  to  make  any  one  blefs  Pronjidence,  for  hav- 
ing been  born  of  a  meaner  Parentage,  The  whole  Offspring  of 
Jeroboam,  Baajha,  and  Ahab,  Kings  of  I/rael,  was  cut  off  for 
their  Idolatry,  fo  that  there  was  not  one  left ;  and  the  Kings  of 
Judahf  having  contrafted  an  Affinity  with  the  Houfe  of  Ahab^ 
and  being  by  them  feduc'd  into  the  fame  Crime,  were  fo 
deftroy'd  by  three  fucceffive  Majfacres,  that  there  was  but  one 
left.  For,  firft,  Jehoram  flew  all  his  Brethren  ;  then  Jehu  flew 
all  h  s  Brother's  Children  ;  and  now  Athaliah  deftroys  all  the 
reft,  that  her  Executioners  could  meet  with.  Enrag'd  flie  was 
to  fee  Ahab's  Family  cut  off;  and  therefore,  fhe  refolv'd  to  do 
as  much  by  the  Houfe  oi  Da^vid.  As  fhe  was  one  oi  Ahab''s 
Family,  flie  had  Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  Jehu,  who  had  a 
Commiffion  to  extirpate  all,  would  not  be  long  before  he  called 
upon  her  :  Her  only  Way  therefore,  to  fecure  herfelf  againft 
him,  was  to  ufurp  the  Throne  ;  but  this,  flie  knew,  flie  could 
not  do  without  deftroving  all  the  Royal  Progeny,  who  were 
no  Well-wiftiers  to  the  Worfliip  of  Baal,  which  flie  had  abetted, 
and  was  refolv'd  to  maintain.  Pool's  Annotations,  Patricks 
Commentary,  and  Bedford's  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2. 

-}-  Some  Interpreters  are  of  Opinion,  that  Joaj^  was  not  the 
real  Son  of  Ahaziah,  (in  whom  the  Race  of  Solomon,  in  a  direft 
Line,  was  extindt)  but  properly  the  Son  of  Nathan,  and  only 
caWed Ahaziah's,  becaufe  he  fucceeded  him  in  the  Throne:  For, 
had  he  been  Ahaziah's  true  Son,  and  Athaliah's  Grandfon,  why 
might  not  flie  have  declar'd  him  King,  and,  during  his  Minority 
at  leaft,  taken  the  Adminillration  into  her  own  Hands  ?  But 
therefore  flie  exercis'd  her  Cruelty,  as  they  fay,  in  deftroying 
the  Princes  related  to  Ahaziah,  becaufe  flie  was  unwilling  to 
have  the  Kingdom  go  into  another  Branch  of  David's  Family. 
But,  notwithftanding  thefe  Reafons,  and  the  Authority  of  thofe, 
who  produce  them,  in  the  fecond  Books  both  of  Kings  and  Chro- 
nicles, we  find  this  Joajh  fo  frequently  called  the  Son  of  Ahazi- 
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A.  M.     his  Nurfe,    concealed  *   in  an  Apartment  of  the  Temple, 
^^"''ch^ft  ^  ^^^  '^^  Space  of  fix  Years. 

looi  &c. '  In  the  fevcnth  Year,  his  Uncle  Jehoiada,  being  deter- 
FromiKingimin'd  to  place  him  upon  the  Throne  of  his  Anceftors,  and 
viii.  to  the  ^Q  fj^^  Purpofe  having  engag'd  the  Priejh  and  Levites,  and 
Chron,  *^^  leading  Men  in  all  the  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  in  his  In- 
^,yy^  tereft,  in  a  publick  AfTembly  produc'd  him,  and  made  them 
take  an  Oath  of  Secrecy  and  Fidelity  to  him.  Then,  put- 
ting himfelf  in  a  proper  Pofture  of  Defence,  f  he  diftributed 

the 

ch,  the  King^s  Son,  &c.  without  any  Manner  of  Reftriftion,  that 
we  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  look  out  for  any  other  Father  for 
him. 

*  Jofephus  relates  this  young  King's  Efcape  and  Concealment 

thus  : "  Jehojhabath,  the  Siller  of  Jhaziah,  and  Wife 

•*  tojthoia^a  the  High-Prieft,  coming  into  the  Palace,  found 
*•  a  male  Child,  of  about  a  Year  old,  whofe  Name  was  joajhy 
**  among  the  dead  Bodies  of  the  Sons  of  Ahaziah,  whom  the 
**  Nurfe,  it  feems,  had  there  laid,  on  Purpofe  to  fave  its  Life: 
*•  She  therefore  convey'd  it  away  to  her  own  Lodgings,  and 
*'  thence  to  the  Temple,  where  Ihe  took  care  of  it,  tlirough  the 
f  whole  fix  Years  of  Athaliah\  Reign,  without  making  any  one 
*•  privy  to  the  Secret,  except  her  own  Hulband  ;"  who,  upon 
this  extraordinary  Occafion,  might  difpenfe  with  the  Law,  or 
rather  Cuftom,which  allow'd  none  but  the  Priejls,  who  officiated, 
to  lodge  in  the  Apartments  of  the  Temple.  Jewifh  Antiq.  lib. 
ix.  c.  7.  and  Calmet\  Commentary. 

f  'Tis  very  likely,  that  Athaliah  might  imagine  that  flie  had 
flain  all,  and  fo  think  herfelf  fecure ;  or,  if  Ihe  fufpedled,  that 
this  one  was  preferv'd,  Ihe  might  not  think  it  advifeable  to  make 
any  ftrift  Search,  left  thereby  Ihe  ftiould  alarm  the  People  with 
the  Notion,  that  there  was  ftill  a  Son  of  Dwvid's  Family  left, 
which  might  be  a  Means  to  make  them  uneafy  under  her  Go- 
vernment, and  defirous  of  a  Change  :  Befides  that  Ihe  might  have 
the  Vanity  to  think  of  being  able,  in  a  fhort  Time,  to  fecure 
the  Crown  to  herfelf,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  fhe  ihould  not 
need  to  fear  fuch  a  weak  Competitor.     Poors  Annotations. 

•f  The  Captains  and  other  Officers,  who  were  admitted  to  the 
Knowledge  o{Jehoiada^%  Defign,  came  into  the  Temple  unarmed, 
for  fear  of  giving  Suspicion  :  But,  as  Da<vid  had  ereded  a  Kind 
of  /acred  Armoury  in  one  of  the  Apartments  of  the  Temple, 
wherein  the  Weapons,  and  other  Trophies,  which  he,  and  feve- 
ral  other  Generals, \i^di  gain'd  from  their  Enemies,  and,  as  Monu- 
ments of  their  Vidories,  had  dedicated  them  to  the  Lord,  were 
depofited  ;  Jehoiada  took  care,  upon  this  Occafion,  to  have  this 
Magazine  of  military  Provifions  open'd,  fo  that  there  was  no 
W^nt  of  any  Sort  of  Arms.     Jojeph,  Antiq,  lib.  ix.  c.  7. 
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the  Arms,  which  David  had  repofited  in  the  Temple,  among     A.  M. 
his  People,  whom  he  divided  into  three  Bodies,  one  to  guard  A°n°t!  ChHft. 
the  Perfon  of  the  King,  and  the  other  two  to  fecure  the  1003,  ^c.' 
Gates  of  the  Temple,  that  none  might  be  permitted  to  en-  ^  ^^°"^  ... 
ter,  (except  the  Priefts  and  Levites,  who  were  to  officiate)  [^  th?ynd* 
upon  Pain  of  Death.     After  this  he  brought  out  the  young  of  2  chron. 
Prince,  fet  the  Crown  on    his  Head,  f  put   the  Book  of  ^.•VNJ 
the  Law  into  his  Hand,  and,  becaufe  his  Right  had  been  in- 
terrupted, anointed  him,  and,  with  the  Sound  of  the  Trum- 
pet, proclaim'd  him,  which  was    feconded  with  the  joyful 
Shouts  and  Acclamations  of  the  People. 

AT H AL  1 AH^  hearing  the  Noife,  made  all  the 
Hafte  ftie  could  to  the  Temple ;  but  when,  to  her  great 
Surprize,  fhe  faw  the  young  King  on  a  Throne, 
which  was  ereded  f  in  an  eminent  Place,  and  the  People 

and 

f  Thofe,  who  think  that  the  Word  Eduth,  which  we  tranf- 
late  Tejiimotty,  comes  from  the  Hebrenv  Root  Adah,  which  figni- 
lies,  to  cloathe,  put  on,  or  adorn,  fuppofe  that  it  was  fome  royal 
Ornament,  which  the  High-Prieft  put  upon  the  King,  as  a  Mark 
cf  regal  Dignity,  at  the  fame  Time  that  he  plac'd  the  Crown 
upon  his  Head  ;  and  this  Ornament  they  conceive  to  have  been 
a  Bracelet,  becaufe,  in  the  Story  of  the  Amalekite,  we  read, 
that  he  brought  to  Da'vid  the  Bracelet  that  was  upon  Sau/'s 
Arm,  ^s  well  as  the  Crown  that  was  upon  his  Head.  But  fince, 
in  the  xviith  Chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  which  treats  exprefsly  of 
the  Eledlion  and  Duty  of  a  King,  there  is  this  Injundion  given, 

— That  he  Jhould  iJurite  him  a  Copy  of  the  La^uu  in  a  Book, 

out  of  that  ivhich  is  before  the  Priefts,  the  Le'vites,  Ver.  1 8. 
Others,  (with  more  Probability)  have  thought,  that,  at  his  Co- 
ronation, a  Roll,  containing  a  Copy  of  the  Law,  (which  is  fre- 
quently called  a  Tepmony,  as  being  a  Witnefs  of  God's  Will, 
and  Men's  Duty)  was  put  in  his  Hands,  which  he  held,  for  that 
Time,  in  the  Way  of  2.  Sceptre  ox  zTruncheon;  tho'  others  will 
have  it,  that  when  Jehoiada  crown'd  Joajh,  he  laid  the  Book  of 
the  hz^upon  his  Head,  to  which  Cuftom  holy  fob  (Chap.  xxxi. 
35,  36.)  as  they  think,  feems  to  allude,  when  he  wifhes,  O  that 
mine  Ad'verfary  had  ^written  a  Book  !  Surely  I  nvould  take  it  upon 
my  Shoulder,  and  bind  it  as  a  Crotvn  to  me  :  For  the  Manner  a- 
mong  the  Orientals,  when  they  had  receiv'd  a  Letter  from  any 
Perfon  they  highly  refpefted,  was  to  hold  it  up  to  their  Heads, 
before  they  open'd  it.  Patrick's  and  Calmet's  Commentaries, 
and  PooPs  Annotations. 

f  The  Words  in  the  Text,  are, And  ivhen  fie  lock- 
ed, behold  the  King  flood  by  a  Pillar,  as  the  Manner  ivas.  2 
JCings  xi.  14.  Now  there  were  two  famous  Pillars,  which  So- 
lomon 
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A.  M.     and  great  Men  about  him  rejoicing,  (he  rent  her  Cloathesj 

Ant''chr;f  ^"^  ^'^y'^  °"^'  ^^^^"1°^  ■    ^^^  Jehoiada  foon  filenc'd  her: 

1003,  &ff.  '  For,  having  commanded  the  Guards  to  feize,  and  carry  her 

From      out   of  the    Temple,  and  to  put  all  to    the   Sword,  who 

to^h"^E^d"  ^^"^'^  pretend  to  refcue  or  affift  her,  they  immediately  exe- 

of  2  Chion.  cuted  their  Orders  j  and  taking  her  out  of  the  facred  Ground, 

L/VV^  brought  her,  without    any  Oppofition,  to   the   Stable-Gate 

belonging  to  the  Palace,  and  there  flew  her. 

yOASH,  being   thus  feated  on   the  Throne,  by   the 

High-Prieft's  Directions,  made  a  Covenant  with  the  People, 

that  they  fhould  reftorc  the  true  Worfhip  of  God,  continue 

in  it,  and  root  out  all   Idolatry  ;  and   then  he  made  another 

between  himfelf  and  the  People,  viz.  that  he  (hould  govern 

according  to  Law,  and  that  they  fhould  be  mindful  to  obey 

him.     When  this  was  done,  the  Multitude  rofe,  deftroy'd 

the  Temple,  demolifti'd  the  Altar,  broke  down  the  Images, 

and   killed    Matan,  the  Prieft   of  Baal,  who  was  then   in 

Waiting.     After  this  Jehoiada  abolifh'd  fome  Corruptions, 

which  former  Reigns  had  introduc'd,  made  iome  Reforms  m 

the  Service  of  the  Temple,  and  then,  with   all  the  Rulers, 

and  Officers,  and  People,  condudled  the  King  to  the  Royal 

Palace,  and  put  him  into  a  quiet  Pofleflion  of  the  Kingdom 

of  fudah. 

Joaih'jfW      Seven   Years   old  ■wzsjoa/h,  when  he  began  to  reign, 

jieignat       which   was  in   the  f eve  nth   Year  of  fehu  K\r\g  of  Ifrael ', 

after  De  '"  ^"*^>  whilc  he  was  undcr  his  Uncle  'Jehoiada' %  Guidance  and 

cknfion  into  Dire6lion,  he  govern'd  the  Nation  very   well ;  But,   when 

Idolatry.  once 

lomon  erefted  in  the  Porch  of  the  Temple,  whereof  that  on  the 
Right  Hand  was  called  Jachin,  and  that  on  the  Left  Boaz,  and 
were  each  of  them  (according  to  the  Account  we  have)  eighteen 
Cubits  high,  I  Kings  vii.  15,  21.  SolomousT)ttign,  in  fetting 
up  thefe  two  Pillars,  is  generally  fuppos'dto  have  been,  in  order 
to  reprefent  the  Pillar  of  the  Cloud,  and  the  Pillar  of  Fire, 
which  went  before  the  Ifraelites,  and  conduced  them  in  the 
Wildernefs.  The  Pillar  on  the  Right  Hand  reprefented  the 
Pillar  of  the  Cloud,  and  that  on  the  Left,  the  Pillar  of  Fire ; 
and  near  one  of  thefe  Pillars,  in  all  Probability,  the  royal 
Throne  was  erefted  :  Unlefs  we  can  fuppofe,  that,  what  is  here 
called  a  Pillar,  was  that  brazen  Scaffold,  fue  Cubits  long,  fi've 
broad,  and  five  high,  which  Solomon  made  at  firft,  upon  his  de- 
dicating the  Temple,  but  was  afterwards  continu'd  for  the  King, 
upon  any  folemn  Occafion,  to  appear  upon,  and  where  doubt- 
Icfs  there  was  a  Throne  of  State.  Calmet\  Commentary,  and 
Bedford" %  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2. 
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once  that  good  old  Counfellor  dy'd,  (who,  in  the  *  hundred     A.M. 
and  thirtieth  Year  of  his  Age,  paid  the  laft  Debt  to  Nature,  1°°''^,®!^; 
and,  in  Confideration  of  his  many  great  Services  done  the  ,^03,  &c. 
Publick^  had  the  Honour  to  be  bury'd  in  one  of  the  Royal     F'om    _ 
Sepulchres)  he  fell  into  the  Hands  of  fuch  Perfons,  as  were  [^^|^"ss  J 
Idolaters  in  their  Hearts,  and  they,  taking  the  Advantage  of  of  2  Chron. 
his  Touthy  t   by    their  crafty  Management   and    Infinuati-  y^Y^>>i 

ons, 

*  This  the  Hiftorian  takes  notice  of,  as  a  Life  remarkably 
long  in  thofeDays ;  and  yet  our  learned C7/^^r  has  obferv'd,  that, 
in  an  Age  not  far  remote  from  our  Time,  feveral  Men  out-liv'd 
this  Period.  The  Words  of  Jofeph  Scaliger,  which  he  quotes, 
are  to  this  Effedf,  "  Several  Perfons  we  con  Id  mention,  that 
*'  have  liv'd  izo.  125,  and  130  Years,  whom  we  knew,  have 
*'  feen,  and  well  remember  :  But,  in  the  Year  1584,  there  was 
"  at  Paris  a  Miracle  of  an  old  Man,  who  bore  Arms  under 
"  LeavisX^,  and,  at  the  Age  of  an  140  Years  and  upwards,  had 
"  the  Ufe  of  his  Limbs  and  Faculties  entire  :"  But  not  a  greater  - 

Miracle  was  he,  than  our  Thomas  Parr,  the  Son  of  yohu  Parr, 
of  Winnington,  in  the  County  of  Salop,  who  abode  with  his  Fa- 
ther as  long  as  he  liv'd,  but,  after  his  Deceafe,  marry 'd  his  firft 
Wife  at  the  Age  of  80.  With  her  he  liv'd  for  the  Space  of  two 
and  thirty  Years,  in  which  Time,  being  convidted  of  Adultery 
with  another  Woman,  he  di'xA  put  lick  Penance  in  the  Church  of 
Alderbury,  when  he  was  105.  In  his  i22dYear,  he  marry'd 
his  fecond  Wife,  who  abode  with  him  as  long  as  he  liv'd  :  But 
at  length  he  was  brought  up  to  London  by  the  Earl  of  Arundel 
and  Surrey,  in  the  Year  163J,  and  fhewn  to  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain^  when  he  was  fome  Months  more  than  152  Years  old. 
Two  Years  after  this  he  dy'd  in  Arundel- Hon fe,  and  might  proba- 
bly have  liv'd  fome  Years  longer,  had  he  continu'd  in  his  'Na- 
ti've  A\r.     Chronol.  Sacra,  c.  12. 

-f-  The  ye^vs  have  a  Fancy,  that  the  Courtiers,  who,  after 
the  Death  of  Jehoiada,  got  Poffeffion  of  Joajh,  flatcer'd  him  with 
a  Conceit,  that  he  himfelf  was  worthy  of  Divine  Honours,  who 
had  been  brought  up  in  the  Houfe  of  God,  a  Favour  that  was 
never  granted  to  a  mere  Man,  and  that  the  King's  being  pleas'd 
with  this  Kind  of  Flattery,  provok'd  God  to  fend  upon  him  the 
Calamities  we  afterwards  read  of;  even  as  i\\t  Angel  of  God 
fmote  Herod,  for  affuming  the  Glory  to  himfelf,  when  the  Peo- 
ple, in  Commendation  of  his  Oration,  faid.  That  it  nvas  the 
Voice  of  a  God,  and  not  of  a  Man,  Ads  xii.  22.  But  this  is  mere 
Fancy.  U  the  Princes  of  Judah  wanted  to  obtain  a  Toleration 
from  the  King  for  their  Idol-Worfhip,  it  would  have  been  high- 
ly abfurd  for  them  to  go  about  to  perfuade  him,  that  himfelf  was 
a  God,  fince  they  that  have  the  Folly  to  eftablifh  their  own  Ado- 
ration, 
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ons,  firft  obtain'd  a  Licence  for  themfelves  to  worfhip  fuch 
Idols,  as  they  fhould  think  fit,  and  then  proceeded  to  de- 
lude him  into  the  like  Apojiacy. 

In  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  he  was  very  foUicitous  a- 
bout  the  Houfe  of  God,  wherein  he  had,  fo  long^ 
and  fo  happily,  been  concealed ;  and,  as  it  was  greatly 
gone  to  Decay,  through  the  Negligence  of  former  Princes, 
and  the  Depredation  of  Athaliah's  Children,  he  took  no 
fmall  Pains  to  fettle  Revenues,  and  procure  Contributions 
for  its  Reparation,  f  But  now,  by  his  Connivance  at  leaft, 
if  not  by  his  own  Example,  Men  began  to  forfake  the  Tem-^ 
pie  of  the  Lord,  and  to  addidt  themfelves  to  the  Worfhip  of 
Idols,  and  Groves,  confecrated  to  falfe  Gods ;  infomuch> 
that  the  Divine  Vengeance  was  kindled  both  againft  the  King 
and  People  of  yudah,  whereof  they  had  Notice  by  feveral 
Prophets,  but  all  to  no  Purpofe.  At  length,  the  Spirit  of 
God  ftirr'd  up  Xachariah,  the  Son  of  ychoiada  the  High- 
Prieft,  to  remonftrate  againft  the  general  Impiety ;  which 
he  did  in  fuch  ftrong  Terms,  that  the  King  was  oifFended  at 
his  Freedom,  and,  f  little  remembering  the  Kindnefs  of  his 

Father 

l-aticn,  are  always  very  jealous  of  the  Wordiip  of  any  othen 
Their  making  Obeifance  therefore  to  the  King,  denotes  the  hum- 
ble Pofture  wherein  they  reprefented  their  Petition,  that  they 
might  not  be  confin'd  to  unnecefTary  and  troublefome  Journies, 
in  coming  to  jcrufalem  to  worfhip,  but  be  indujg'd  the  Liberty 
(which  their  Forefathers  had)  of  wordiipping  God  in  High" 
flaxes  \  which  when  they  had  once  obtain'd,  they  knew  they 
might  then  worfhip  Idols,  without  Obfervation  or  Difturbance. 
Patrick's  and  Ca/met^s  Commentaries,  and  PooPs  Annotations. 

f  Jehoiaday  the  HighPrieft,  is  fuppos'd  to  die  in,  or  near, 
the  three  and  t^ventieth  Year  of  King  JoaJh\  Reign,  fo  thae 
JoaJJj  might  be  about  thirty  Years  old,  when  the  i'rinces  of 
Judah  itdiKiZ'^  him  to  Idolatry:  And  this  makes  it  the  more 
wonderful,  what  poITibly  could  give  Occafion  to  fuch  a  fhame- 
ful  Change  in  fo  advanc'd  an  Age,  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe,  that 
the  Conduit  of  the  Priefts  in  embezzelling  the  Money,  colledted 
for  the  Reparation  of  the  Temple,  (whereof  he  complains  to 
Jehoiada,  2  Kings  xii.  7.)  might  curdle  his  Temper,  and  give 
him  feme  Difgult.  LtC/erc''s  Commentary,  and  HoiMelPi  Hif- 
tory,  in  the  Notes. 

f  This  Sin,  befides  the  Contempt  of  God's  Prophet,  and  of 
the  facred  Place,  where  he  was  murther'd,  had  an  horrid  Ingra- 
titude in  it,  fmce  Zachariah  was  the  Son  of  him,  to  whom  the 
King  ow'd  his  Life  and  Kingdom,  and  who  himfelf  alTifted  his 

Father 
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Father  and  Mother,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  own    A.  M. 
Life,  gave  Orders  to  deftroy  the  Son;  fo  that   a  Band  of ^°^°''j^^["^^ 
Ruffians,  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  fell   upon  him,  and,  ,003,  ^d 
in  one  of  the  Courts  of  the  Temple,  fton'd  him  to  Death,      From 
calling  upon  God  to  avenge  his  Caufe.  Jo'^Kd' 

And  it  was  not  long  before  the  great  Avenger  of  all  Vio-  of  2  chron. 
lence   and  Wrong  effectually  did  it :     For,  the    very  next  l.^'^V^J 
Year,  the  Syrian  Army  under   Hazael  pafs'd  the  for  dan,  a'^Tv /'' 
and,  marching  diredly  to  Jerufakm,  flew  in  their  Way  all  Hazael,/! //j 
the  Princes  and  great  Men,  that  had  feduc'd  their   King  to /nro « /3//"- 
Idolatry.  '""P''>  ""^ 

J  O  A  S  H  was  in  no  Condition  to  make  any  Refiftance : 
And  therefore,  to  redeem  himfelf  from  the  Miferies  of  a 
Siege,  took  all  the  rich  Veflels,  which  his  Anceftors  had  de- 
voted to  the  Service  of  God,  and  all  the  Gold,  that  was  laid 
up  in  the  Treafures  of  the  Temple,  (befides  what  was  found 
in  the  Royal  Treafury)  and  fent  it  as  a  Prefent  to  Hazael, 
to  prevail  with  him  to  withdraw  his  Troops.  Hazatl,  for 
the  prefent,  might  withdraw  them  :  But,  f  the  next  Year, 
they  march'd  again  into  the  Territories  of  Judah},  and,  tho' 

Hazael 

Father  in  his  Unftion,  as  fome  think  ;  becaufe  it  is  faid,  that 
Jehoiada  and  his  Sons  anointed  him,  2  Chron.  xxiii.  1 1.  But  if 
"Jehoiada  was  High  Prieft,  this  Son  is  not  reckon'd  among  the 
Succeflbrs  oi  Aaron,  i  Chron.  vi.  and  therefore,  it  is  likely  that 
he  was  a  joa»|^^r  Son  of  that  Family ;  for,  had  he  been  the 
eldefl,  he  would  have  had  fufEcient  Authority,  without  the  Spirit 
of  Prophecy,  to  have  reprov'd  Joojh  for  his  Idolatry.  Ludo'vi- 
cus  Capelius  therefore  thinks  it  probable,  that  his  Brother,  the 
High  Prieft,  conniv'd  at  the  King's  Apoftacy,  and  that  this 
younger  Brother  was  infpir'd  by  God  to  reprove  it ;  which 
Boldnefs  Joajh  and  his  Courtiers  thought  they  might  punifti 
with  fome  Colour,  by  alledging,  that  he  was  not  mov'd  to  it 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  but  by  a  ra(h,  pragmatical  Temper  of  his 
own,  which  they  incited  the  People  to  chajlife.  Patrick''^  Com- 
mentary. 

\  It  is  highly  probable,  that,  befides  the  Prefent  of  Gold 
which  JoaJh  fent  Hazael,  in  order  to  bribe  him  to  withdraw  his 
Army,  he  had  made  him  a  Promife  of  an  annual  Tribute;  and 
that,  upon  his  Refufal  to  pay  it,  the  Syrian  Army  took  the 
Field  the  next  Year,  and,  as  the  Expreffion  in  the  Text  is,  exe- 
cuted Judgment  a/iij«  Joafli,  z  Chron.xxw.  2A..  For  (according 
to  the  Author  of  the  Je-i-vijh  Traditions  upon  the  fecond  Book  of 
Chronicles)  while  they  killed  his  Children  before  his  Eyes,  they 
upbraided  him  with  the  cruel  and  unjuft  JJeath  of  Zackariab. 
C«/OTr/'s  Commentary. 


A.M. 
3001,  6f<r, 
Ant,  Chrift. 
1033,  &ff. 

From 
1  Kings  viii. 
to  the  End 
of  2  Chron. 


Am3ziah  re- 
•vetiges  his 
Father's 
Murdi  r, 
and  o'ver- 
cmnes  the 
Edomites. 
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Hazael  was  not  there  in  Perfon,  defeated  the  Forces,  which 
yoajh  fent  againft  them,  made  great  Havock  in  the  Country, 
enter'd  "Jerujalem.,  put  fome  of  the  Princes  and  Rulers  to 
the  Sword,  and  treated  yoajh  himfelf  with  no  fmall  Indigni- 
ty and  Contempt.  But  this  was  not  all  j  for  no  fooner  was 
the  Syrian  Army  departed,  but  the  Diftemper,  or  rather 
that  Complication  of  Diftempers,  wherewith,  fome  Time 
before,  God  had  affli6led  Joajh^  grew  worfe  and  worfe  j  fo 
that  being  confin'd  to  his  Bed,  two  of  his  own  Servants,  Ta- 
badiind  Jebo-zabad,  confpir'd  againft  him,  and  f  flew  him  j 
who,  after  a  Reign  of  forty  Tears^  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son 
Jmaziah^  and  bury'd  in  the  City  of  David^  but  f  not  in 
the  royal  Sepulchres. 

A  M  A  L  I A  H  was  five  and  twenty  Years  old,  when 
he  began  to  reign,  and,  for  fome  Time,  behav'd  tolerably 
well,  tho'  he  follow'd  the  Example  of  his  Ancejlors  in  let- 
ting the  High-Places  ftand,  and  in  fuffering  the  People  to 
offer  Sacrifice,  and  burn  Incenfe  there,  f  As  foon  as  he 
found  himfelf  fettled  in  the  Throne,  he  very  juftly  took 
Revenge  of  the  two  Traitors,  that  had  murder'd  his  Father; 
but  t  their  Children  he  did  not  touch  i  becaufe  it  was  con- 
trary 

f  Thefe  two  Murderers  (mongrel  Fellows,  whofe  Fathers 
were  Jenvs,  but  their  Mothers  Alitns)  perhaps  were  of  his  Bed- 
chamber ;  and,  having  conftant  Acccfs  to  the  King,  might 
more  eafily  accomplifh  their  Defign  :  However,  he  was  fo  weak 
and  feeble,  that  he  could  make  no  Refinance,  and  had  fallen  in^ 
to  that  Contempt  and  Difefteem,  that  his  Guaids  minded  not 
what  became  of  him.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

f  Though  the  People  could  not  puniih  wicked  Kings  for 
their  Impieties,  while  they  liv'd,  yet  they  fix'd  an  Odium  upon 
their  Memory,  when  they  were  dead;  whereby  they  both  pre- 
ferv'd  the  Sacrednefs  of  the  fupreme  Power,  (as  Grotius  dc  Jure 
Belli  y  Pads,  lib.  i.  cap.  3.  Seft.  16.  fpeaks)  and  kept  Kings, 
in  fome  Meafure,  under  Awe,  for  Fear  of  what  might  befal 
them  after  their  Deceafe.     Patrick\  Commentary. 

•j-  It  feems,  that  thefe  two  AJfaffins  continu'd  to  be  Men  of 
Weight  and  Intereft  at  Court,  even  after  they  had  murdered  their 
King;  for  his  Son,  we  may  obferve  from  z  Kings  xiv.  5.  re- 
tained them  in  his  Service  for  fome  Time,  nor  durft  he  venture 
to  execute  Juftice  upon  them,  until  he  was  well  fettled  in  his  Au- 
thority, and  had  divefted  thofe  of  all  Power,  who  were  their 
Friends  and  Abettors.     Patrick''s  Commentary. 

f  In  this  he  adted  like  a  good  Man,  and  contrary  to  the 
wicked  Cuftoras  of  many  Kingdoms,  where,  if  any  one   be 

guilty 


IChap.  lit.    from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  t^c.         if^ 
ttzvy  to  the  La#,  that  {b)  Children  Jhould  be  put  to  Death     A.  M. 
for  their  Fathers.     About  four  and  fifty  Years   before  his  ^,,7  Chrif. 
Acceflion,  the  Edomites  had  revolted,  in  the  Reign  of  fe-  1003,  fefc * 
horam,  from  the  Kingdom  of  Judah  ;    and  therefore,  hav-     f^fom    _ 
ing  a  Defign  to  reduce  them  to  their  former  Subjedioii,  he*^  the^End* 
new-modelled  and  neiO-officer'd  his  Army,  and  upon  a  gene- of  a  Chrort, 
ral  Mujitr^  found  them  to  be  no  lefs  than  f  three  hundred  <j^>r^^ 
Thoufand  fighting  Men  :  But,  thinking  thefe  too  few  for  his 
intended  Expedition^  he  hir'd  of  the  King  of  Ifrael  an  huri- 
•dred  Thoufand  tnorZy  for  whom  he  f  paid  him  an  hundred 

Talents  ; 

guilty  of  HighTreafon,  not  only  he,  but  his  Children  likewife, 
who  are  neither  confcious  nor  Partakers  of  any  of  his  traiterous 
Pradlices,  are  equally  devoted  to  Deftruftionj  left  they  (forfooth) 
fliould  form  any  Fadlion  againft  the  Prince,  or  feek  Revfenge  for 
their  Father's  Death.  Lc  Clerc's  Commentary; 
(b)  Deut.  xxiv.  16. 

•f-  Hence  fome  have  made  an  Obfervation,  how  much  the  fni* 
quities  of  the  People  of  Judah  had  diminifh'd  their  Numbers 
fmce  the  Days  of  Jehojhaphat,  which  was  a  Space  of  but  eigh- 
ty-two Years:  For  this  King  could  bring  no  more  than  thrte 
hundred  thoufand  Men  into  the  Field ;  whereas  Jehofi>aphat 
brought  almoft  four  Times  as  many.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

f  If  thefe  be  reckon'd  for  Talents  of  Silver,  (as  they  general- 
ly are)  each  Talent,  at  an  hundred  and  twenty-five  Pounds 
Weightj  and  each  Pound  Weight  at  four  Pounds  in  Value,  the 
Whole  will  amount  ^o  fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling,  which  will 
be  but  ten  Shillings  to  each  Man,  Officers  included.  Very  low 
Pay !  Unlefs  we  fuppofe,  that  this  whole  Sum  was  given  to  the 
King  oi  Ifrael  for  the  Loan  of  fo  many  Men,  and  that  the  Men 
were  to  have  their  Pay  befides  j  or  rather,  that  they  were  to 
have  no  other  Pay  but  the  Booty,  which  they  took  from  the  E- 
nemy,  and  that  this  was  the  true  Reafon,  why  they  were  fo  eX- 
afperated  at  their  Difmiffion,  as  to  fall  upon  the  Cities  of  Judah» 
from  Sz.mdLr\a.  enjen  a«^(7  Beth-horon,  2  Chron>  xxv.  13,  They 
went  very  probably  firft  to  Samaria,  where  they  complain'd  to 
their  own  King  of  the  bad  Treatment,  they  had  receiv'd  from 
Amaziah,  and  defir'd  fome  Reparation  to  be  made  them  for  the 
Affront  put  upon  them,  and  the  Lofs  of  the  Profit,  which  they 
might  have  made  in  the  War  ;  but,  finding  him  not  inclinable  to 
make  them  Satisfaftion,  they  immediately  fell  foul  upon  the 
Territories  of  Judah,  and,  from  Samaria  (for  that  is  the  Place 
of  their  fetting  out)  even  to  Beth-horon,  a  Town  not  far  diftant 
from  Jerufalem,  ravag'd  the  Country,  and  did  the  Mifchief 
here  mention'd ;  which  they  might  more  eafily  do,  becaiife  the 
War  with  Edom  had  drain'd  the  Country  of  all  the  forces,  that 
Vol.  IV.  M  (hould 
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A.  M.     Talents ;  But,  f  by  the  DireiStion  of  a  Prophet,    whom 

3C0I,  fcff.   QqJ  fent  to  him  on  Purpofe  to  difiuade  him  from  employing 

ioo«  &c  '  ^^^^^  Auxiliaries,  they  were  (with  much  ado)  difcharg'd, 

From      and  himfelf  went  in  Perfon  againft  the  Edomitcs  with  none 

1  Kings  viii.  b^jt  his  own  Men,  the  People  of  Judah.     However,  being 

cf  \  chron. '^^''"5  ^^""^'^^"^^y  ^ifmifs'd,  as  they  thought,  they  were  not  a 

y^-y-v^  little   exafperated  againfl  Amaziahy  and  therefore,  in  their 

Return  Home,  they  plunder'd  all  the  Towns  in  their  Way ; 

killed  no  lefsthan  three Thoufand  Men;  and  carr\'d  away  a 

confiderable  Booty^  to  make  an  Amends  for  the  Plunder  they 

had  promio'd  themfelves  in  the  Edomitijh  War. 

JMAZIAHy  (as  we  faid)  with  none  but  his  own 
Forces,  march'd  againft  the  Edcniites.  In  the  f  Valley  of 
Salt  he  gave  them  Battle ;  flew  ten  Thoufand  upon  the  Spot, 
and  took  ten  Thoufand  Prifoners.  From  thence  he  march'd 
to  Selah  f ,  the  Metropolis  of  Arabia  Pctraa,  which  he 
foon  became  Mafter  of,  and,  from  the  Top  of  the  Rock, 
whereon  the  Town  flood,  *  threw  the  ten  Thoufand  he 
had  taken  Prifoners  headlong,  fo  that  they  were  all  dafti'd 
to  Pieces.  But 

ihould  have  oppos'd  them.  Patrick' &  and  Cabnet'^s  Commenta- 
ries on  2  Chron.  xxv.  6,   13. 

-f-  The  Jeius  will  needs  have  it,  that  this  Prophet  was  Amos, 
the  Father  of  I/aiah  ;  but  their  Tradition  is  built  upon  a  Mif- 
takc,  'viz.  that  Amos  the  Prophet  was  Ifaiah\  Father. 

f  This  Valley  lay  towards  the  Land  of  Edom,  and  v/as  fo 
called,  cither  from  the  Salt-Springs  which  were  therein,  or  from 
the  Salt  that  was  dug  up  there.  Patrick's  Commentary  on  2 
Sam.  viii.  13. 

"}•  Selah,  in  the  Hebrenu  Tongue,  lignifies  a  Rock,  and  fo  ex- 
adlly  anfwers  to  the  Greek  Word  Petra,  that  moft  Commentators, 
with  very  good  Reafon,  have  agreed,  that  this  Selah  is  the  fame 
with  Petra,  the  Metropolis  of  Arabia  Petraa,  and  from  whence 
(as  fome  imagine)  the  whole  Country  took  its  Name  ;  though 
others  rather  think,  that,  as  this  City  had  its  Situation  on  a 
Rock,  fo  the  adjacent  Traft  was  called  Arabia  Petraa  from  its 
being  overfpread  with  fuch  Rocks,  or  rocky  Hills.  Wells's 
Geography,  of  the  Old  Teftament,  Vol.  III. 

*  That  this  was  an  antient  Punifhment  among  the  Romans,  we 
jnay  learn  from  Linjy,  Plutarch,  and  feveral  others ;  as  Mr.  Sel- 
ctet:  [de  Synednis,  lib.  i.)  obferves,  that  it  was  in  Ufe  among 
other  Nations  ;  but  we  do  not  find  it  commonly  pra£tis'd  among 
the  Jenvs.  It  is  not  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Punilhments,  which 
Mo/es  enafts ;  neither  was  it  ever  inflided  by  any  regular  Judi- 
cature :  ^nd  therefore  one  would  think,  that  the  Edomites,  ei- 
ther by  fome  fuch  like  Cruelty  to  the  People  of  Judah,  had  pro- 

vok'd 


Chap. ill.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.       ifg 
But  his  Cruelty  to  the  Captives  was  not  the  worft  Thing     a.  M. 
he  was    guilty  of  in  this  Expedition.     In  his  Return,  he  *  ^Antl'i^rif 
brouf^ht  with  him  the  /(iols  of  Edom,  to  which  he  paid  A-  1003,  &c! 
doration,  and  offer'd  Incenfe ;  which    Thing  provok'd  the      From 
Lord,  fo  that  he  fent  a  Prophet  to  reprove  him  for  his  Apojiacy^  ?o^h?End^* 
and  to  threaten  him  with  the  Deftru6lion  which   in  a  fhort  of  2  Chron. 
Time  came  to  pafs.     For,  being  now  elated  with  his  Sue-   y''\r\> 
cefs  againft  the  Moabites,  and  refenting  the  Affront,    which  ^";^^'^^ 
the  Ifraelitijl)  Army  had  lately  put  upon  him,  he  f  fent  j'^/^',/"'^'',/ 

ly  Joafli 

vok'd  them  to  make  a  Retaliation  in  this  Manner,  of  that  they  ,ae)   and 
were,  in  their  vtry   Difpoiltion,  fo  apt    to  revolt,  that  th.QttmirtLer''d  b^ 
could  be  no  keeping  them  in  Subjeftion,  without  fome  fuch  fadf  ^^'"'«'^"*" 
exemplary  Punifhment   as   this.     Cahnet''s  Differt.  fur  les  Sup--^     ' 
plices,  and  Le  C/erc^s  Commentary  on  2  Chron.  xxv.  1 2. 

*  Idolatry,  at  the  beft,  can  no  Ways  be  apologiz'd  for  ;  biit 
no  Reafon  can  be  invented,  why  any  Perfoa  fhould  make  the 
Objedts  of  his  Adoration,  fuch  Gods  as  could  not  deli-ver  their 
orvn  People  out  of  the  Enemies  Hands,  as  the  Prophet  very  jullly 
reproves  Amaziah,  2  Chron.  xxv.  1 5*.  unlefs  we  fuppofe,  that 
the  Images  of  thefe  Gods  were  fo  very  beautiful,  that  he  per- 
fedlly  fell  in  Love  with  them,  or  that  he  worfhipp'd  them  for 
Fear  they  Ihould  owe  him  a  Spite,  and  do  him  fome  Mifchiefj 
in  Revenge  for  what  he  had  done  againft  the  Edomites.  How 
much  more  wife  were  the  Sentiments  of  Fabricius  Maximusi 
upon  the  like  Occalion,  who,  having  conquer'd  larentum,  and 
being  afk'd  what  Jhould  be  done  ivith  their  Gods  ?  Bid  them 
leave  them  with  the  'Tarentines  ;  for  nvhat  Madnefs  is  it  (as  h.6 
adds)  to  hope  for  any  Safety  from  thofe^  that  cannot  preferve  them- 
fel'ves  ?  Patrick^  Commentary. 

f  Jo/^pbus,  in  his  Account  of  this  Tranfaftion,  tells  us>  that 
Amaziah  wrote  an  imperious  Letter  to  the  King  of  Ifrael, 
*'  Commanding  him  and  his  People  to  pay  the  fame  AllegianCd 
"  to  him,  that  they  had  formerly  paid  to  his  Anceftors,  Da- 
**  vid,  and  Solomon  j  or,  in  cafe  of  their  Refufal,  to  expeft  a 
"  Decifton  of  the  Matter  by  the  Sword."  Others  think,  that 
he  intended  no  War  by  this  Meffage,  but  only  a  Trial  of  Mi- 
litary  Skill,  and  Prowefs,  or  a  civil  Kind  of  Interview  between 
his  Men  and  thofe  of  Ifrael ;  for  had  he  purpos'd  to  aft  in  a 
hoflile  Manner,  he  would  have  afiaulted  them  on  a  fudden,  and 
not  given  them  this  Warning  to  ftand  upon  their  Defence. 
The  Words  of  the  Meffage  are,  Come  let .  us  look  one  another  in 
the  Face,  2  Kings  xiv.  8.  Much  of  the  fame  Kind  with  what 
Abner  faid  to  Joab,  Let  the  young  Men  notv  arife,  and  play  before 
us,  2  Sam.  ii.  14.  But  how  polite  foevcr  the  Expreffions  may 
be,  in  both  Cafes  they  had  in  them  the  Formality  of  a  Chal- 

lengct 
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A,  M.      yoajh  King  of  Ifrael  a  Challenge,  to  meet  and  engage  him 

A°n°t.' cSif.  ^"  ^  P'^^'"'"^  ^^"^^• 

100'?,  &c.       JOAS H  (as  it  deferv'd)  *  rcceiv'd  the  Meffage    with 

From      Contempt  :  But,  when  he  found  that  Jmaziah  was  hereby 

to^r^End"  ''"^  the  more  irritated,  and  perfifted  in  his  Purpofe  of  fight- 

«f  a  chron.ing,  he  met  him,  and  'gave  him  fuch  a  Reception,  that  he 

c^'V>te'  routed  his  Army,  took  him  Prifoner,  and  carry'd  him  *  to 

his 

lenge,  as  both  the  King  and  General  (who  were  not  unacquaint- 
ed with  military  Language)  did  certainly  underfland  them.     So 

that  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  feems  to  be  this : Jmaziah^ 

being  encourag'd  by  his  late  Viftory,  determin'd  to  be  reveng'd 
for  the  Slaughter  of  his  Anceftors  by  Jehu,  z  Kings  ix.  and 
for  the  late  Spoil  which  the  Ifraelites  had  made  in  his  Country  ; 
and  thereupon  refolving  to  have  Satisfadion,  (but  in  a  fair  and 
honourable  Way)  he  fent  them  this  open  Declaration  of  War, 
but  conceiv'd  in  as  mild  Terms,  as  any  Thing  of  that  harjh 
Nature  could  be.     Calmet\  and  Patrick's  Commentaries. 

*  It  was  a  Cuftom  among  the  Oriental  People  to  deliver  their 
Sentiments  in  Parables,  fn  which  they  made  a  great  Part  of 
their  Wifdom  to  confift  :  And,  confidering  the  Circumftances  of 
the  Perfonheaddreffed  to,  who  was  a  petty  Prince,  flulh'd  with 
a  little  good  Succefs,  and  thereupon  impatient  to  enlarge  his 
Kingdom,  no  Similitude  could  be  better  adapted,  than  that  of 
a  Thijile,  a  low  contemptible  Shrub,  but,  upon  its  having  drawn 
Blood  of  fome  Traveller,  growing  proud,  and  afFefting  an  E- 
quality  with  the  Cedar,  (a  tall,  ftately  Tree,  that  is  the  Pride 
and  Ornament  of  the  Wood)  till,  in  the  Midft  of  all  its  Arro- 
gance and  Prefumption,  it  is  unhappily  trodden  down  by  the 
Beafts  of  the  Forefts,  2  Kings  xiv.  9.  which  Joajh  intimates 
would  be  Amdziah^  Fate,  if  he  continu'd  to  provoke  a  Prince 
of  his  fuperior  Power  and  Strength.  Le  Cleris,  Calmet's,  and 
Pat  rick's  Commentaries. 

*  Jofephus  relates  the  Defeat,  and  Captivity,  of  Amaxiah  after 

this  Manner:- "  No  fooner  were  his  Men    advanc'd 

*'  within  Sight  of  the  Enemy,  but  they  were  inftantly  ftruclc 
••  with  fuch  dipanick  Terror  and  Confternation,  that  they  turn'd 
"  their  Backs,  without  ftrJking  a  Blow  ;  and,  flying  feveral 
"  Ways,  It^t.  Amaziah  Prifoner  in  the  Hand  of  his  Enemies, 
"  who  refus'd  to  give  him  garter  upon  any  other  Terms, 
'*  than  that  the  Citizens  of  Jerufalem  fliould  fet  open  their 
"  Gates,  and  receive  him  and  his  vidtorious  Army  into  the 
*'  Town  ;  which,  between  the  Pinch  of  Neceffity,  .and  the 
"  Love  of  Life,  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  do  :  So  that 
"  JoaJh  enter'd  the  Town  in  his  triumphal  Chariot,  through  a 
••  Breach   of  three  hundred  CubiC8  of  the  Wall  (that  he  had 

"  caus'd 


Chap.  III.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  l^c.  i  g  i 

his  own  City  of  Jerufalem  ;  where  he  enter 'd  in  Triumph,      A.  M. 
plunder'd  the  Temple  and  Palace  of  all  that  was  valuable,  3ooi,  Gf<r. 
laid  a  Tax  upon  the  Land,  carry'd  off  Hoftages  f   for  the  ^^^^^  ^^\ 
Security  of  the  Payment  ;  and  that,  in   cafe  of  any  Failure      From 
in  this  Refpedt,  the  City  might   lie  open  to   his  Invafions,  ^  ^["^p^'j'' 
he  broke  down  all  the  Fortifications  of  the  Wall,  from  the  of  2  Chron. 
Gate  of  Ephraim  to  the  Corner  Gate,  about  four  hundred  CV%^ 
Cubits  in  Length,  and  fo  f  return'd  to  Samaria. 

After  this  Ihameful  Defeat,  jimaziah  liv'd  above  fif- 
teen Years,  but  we  read  of  nothing  remarkable  concerning 
him,  fave  that,  perfifting  fiill  in  his  Idolatry,  he  continu'd 
under  God's  Difpleafure,  and  at  length  fell  under  the  Con- 
tempt of  his  Subjects  j  infomuch,  that  fome  of  f  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Jerufalem  form'd  a  Confpiracy  againft  his  Life, 
which  he,  having  fome  Intelligence  of,  endeavour'd  to  e- 
fcape  by  flying  to  Lachijhy  (a  Town  on  the  Frontiers  of 

M  3  the 

**  caus'd  to  be  made)  with  his  Prifoner  Amaziah  marching  be- 
*'  fore  him."     Jcwifli  Antiq.  hb.  ix.  c.  10. 

•j-  Thefe  Hoftages  were,  in  all  Probability,  the  great  Mens 
Sons  of  the  City,  whom  Joajh  took  along  with  him,  as  a  Se- 
curity that  the  Kingdom  of  Judab  fhould  give  him  no  farther 
Moleftation.  • 

f  He  never  intended  to  make  a  thorough  Conqueft  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Judahy  nor  did  he  leave  a  Garifon  in  Jerufulem  ; 
but  contenting  himfelf  with  what  Spoil  he  could  get,  he  made 
all  convenient  hafte  Home,  becaufe  he  had  Work  enough,  at 
this  Time,  upon  his  Hands,  to  defend  his  Territories  againft 
the  daily  Invafions  of  the  Syrians.     Patrick^  Commentary. 

f  What  provok'd  the  People  of  Jerufalem,  more  than  any 
other  Part  of  the  Nation,  againft  their  King,  was,  their  feeing 
their  City  fpoiled  of  its  beft  Ornaments,  exposed  to  Reproach, 
upon  Account  of  the  great  Breach,  that  was  made  in  their 
Wall,  and  feveral  of  their  Children  carry'd  away  as  Hoftages, 
for  their  good  Behaviour  ;  all  which  they  imputed  to  their 
King's  Male-Adminijlration.  Whereupon  they  entered  into  a 
Confpiracy  againft  him,  which  makes  fome  Commentators  fay, 
that  he  liv'd  in  a  State  of  Exile  at  Lachijh,  the  Space  of  twelve 
Years,  not  daring  to  continue  long  in  Jerufalem  after  the  De- 
feat which  Jod'/5' had  given  him.  But  our  learned  IJfher  has 
plac'd  this  Confpiracy  in  the  laft  Year  of  Amazial/i  Reign,  as 
Jacobus  Capellus  (in  his  Hijioria  Sacra  iff  Exotica)  fuppofes, 
that  it  was  fet  on  Foot  by  the  great  Men  of  Jerufalem,  upon 
the  fpecious  Pretence  of  being  Guardians  to  the  young  Prince, 
and  taking  better  Care  of  him  than  his  Father  was  likely  to  do. 
P«trick\  and  Calmet\  Commentaries. 
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A.  M.  the  PhU'tJiines)  but  all  in  vain  :  For  the  Confpirators  fent 
3°°'' ^'f-  after  him,  and  had  him  there  privately  murther'd  j  which 
J003,  £ff.  when  his  Friends  underftood,  they  brought  his  Corpfe  (with- 
FromiKingsout  any  State  or  Formality  j  to  yerufalem.)  where  he  was 
VIII.  to  the  buj-y'd  among  his  Anceftors,  and,  after  a  Reign  of  nine 
phron.  ^^^  twenty  Tearsy  was  fucceedcd  by  his  Son  Jzariah,  who, 
i^./'V^^  in  the  Book  of  Chronicles,  is  called  Uzziah.     But    to  turn 

cur  Thoughts  now  to  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael. 
Elifha'j  In  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Jehoajh,  King  of  Ifrael^ 

^'f^'  *"  (which  was  in  the  f  thirty- feventh  Year  of  Joa/h,  King  of  Ju- 
leho'iniKhig  dah)  the  Prophet  Elijha  fell  fick  of  a  Difeafe,  whereof  he  died. 
tf  ifiaei,  The  Kiijg  of  Ifrael  upon  this  Occafion  came  to  vifit  him  ; 
'"!f''f'"'^'"^z.ndi  having  much  f  lamented  the  Lofs,  which  all  Ifrael 
Man" who  would  have  by  his  Death,  he  receiv'd  his  Bleffing,  and  dy- 
toucb'd  bis  ing  Counfel  to  wage  War  againft  the  Syrians  with  all  Cou- 
Jjpfffj.         j-ggg  3j^^  Bravery  j   giving  him  Aflurance,  and,  *  by  the 

Emblem 

■f  The  Synarchies,  or  joint  Reigns  of  Father  and  Son,  in  thefe 
Times,  have  render'd  the  Chronology  a  little  difficult,  as  it  is  in 
this  Cafe  :  For  in  2  Kings  xiii.  i .  it  is  faid,  that  Jehoahaz^ 
King  of  Ifraelf  began  to  reign  in  the  twenty  third  Year  o/"  Joaflx 
King  of  'Judah,  and  reign'd  feventeen  Tears :  From  whence  it 
follows,  that  "Jehoajh  began  to  reign,  not  in  the  thirty -fe'vent by 
but  in  the  thirty'-ninth,  ox  fortieth  Year  of  foajf:)  King  of  Ju- 
dah  :  But  by  this  it  only  appears,  that  he  reign'd  three  of  thefe 
Years  in  Conjunftion  with  hjs  Father.  HonvelPs  Hiftory,  in  the 
Notes,  and  Pa/r/V/^'s  Commentary. 

•f-  His  Words    are, My  Father  !  my  Father  !  the 

Chariots  of  \{xze\,  and  the  Horfemen  thereof,  2  Kings  xiii.  14. 
which  are  the  very  fame,  that  Elijha  us'd  concerning  his  Mafter 
Elijah,  when  he  was  taken  up  into  Heaven,  2  Kings  ii.  12. 
Signifying  the  great  Authority  he  had  maintain'd  among  them, 
included  in  the  Word  Father,  and  the  many  glorious  Vidlories, 
which  he  had  obtain'd  for  them,  by  the  Efficacy  of  his  Coun- 
fels  and  Prayers,     Patricks  Commentary. 

^  This  was  a  ffaliolical  A(\ion,  whereby  the  Prophet  intend- 
ed to  reprefent  the  Victory,  which  he  had  promis'd  the  King  of 
Jfrael  againft  the  Syrians,  more  fully  and  plainly  to  him.  His 
fliooting  the  firft  Arrow  £^;/?ai;^zrd',  or  to  that  Part  of  the  Country, 
which  the  Syrians  had  taken  from  his  Jncefors,  was  a  Declara- 
tion of  War  againft  them  for  fo  doing;  and  \i\sjiriking  the 
Other  Arrows  againft  the  Ground  was  an  Indication  how  many 
Vidories  he  was  to  obtain ;  but  his  ftopping  his  Hand  too  foon, 
•  denoted  the  Imperfeftion  of  his  Conquefts,  which  did  not  pleafe 
the  Prophet  fo  v.'ell,  and  for  what  Reafon,  we  fhall  fee  in  the 
Courfeof  the  Objeiiions,    Le  Cltrc's  Commeritary. 
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Emblem  of  a  Bow  and   Arrows^  making  him    fenfible   of    A.  M. 
the  feveral  Vidlories,  which  God  had  decreed  that  he  fliould  1°°' vf^'^r 

.  '  ■  Ant.  Chrif, 

obtain.  1003,  £fe. 

This  was  the  laft  PrediSfion  of  Eli/ha^  that  we  read  of     from 
(for  foon  after  this  he  died)  ;  but  it  was  not  the  laft  Miracle,  ^J^^^f  jjjj j 
that,  we  fitid,  he   did  :  For,  feme  Time   after   his  Inter-  of  2  chron. 
ment,  a  Company  of  Ifraelites,  as  they  were  going  to  bury  wTY^w 
a  dead  Perfon,  perceiving    a   Band  of  Moabites  f  making 
towards  them,  *   put  the  Cbrpfe   for  Hafte  into  Elijha's 

M  4  Tomb,    . 

f  Thefe  Moabites  were  not  fuch  a  Gang  of  Robbers,  as 
fometimes  infeft  our  Roads,  but  a  regular  Body  of  Men,  well 
appointed,  and  under  proper  Officers,  to  the  Number  of  a  fmall 
Army,  who  made  incurfions  into  the  Territories  of  Judah  and 
Ifrael,  generally  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year,  which  is  the 
Seafon  proper  for  Armies  to  take  the  Field  ;  and  therefore  fome 
have  obferv'd  that  the  Month  Nifan,  which,  with  the  Jenvs,  is 
the  firft  in  their  Year,  had  its  Name  from  Nijim,  which  fignifies 
the  Engines  of  iVat-y  which  were  ufually  fet  up  in  that  Month  ; 
in  like  Manner,  as  the  Month,  which  we  call  March  (and,  in 
Part,  anfwers  to  the  Je'wijh  Nifan)  had  its  Name  among  the 
Romans  from  Mars,  their  God  of  War  ;  becaufe  moft  Nations, 
at  that  Time,  began  their  military  Expeditions.  Patrick's  and 
Catmet^  Commentaries. 

*  The  common  Places  of  burying  among  the  Hebrews,  were 
in  the  Fields,  in  Ca-verns  dug  into  a  Rock,  with  Niches  for  the 
Corpfes  to  be  plac'd  in,  and,  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Sepulchre, 
there  was  an  hewn  Stone,  which  might  be  remov'd  or  replac'd 
without  any  Damage  to  the  Tomb.  The  yeijus  (as  Jofephus  in- 
forms us)  gave  Elijha  a  pompous  and  honourable  Interment, 
anfwerable  to  the  Dignity  and  Merit  of  fo  great  a  Prophet  ; 
but  he  does  not  tell  us  where  the  Place  of  his  Sepulture  was. 
Hereupon  fome  have  imagined,  that  he  was  carry 'd  to  Abet- 
meholah,  the  Place  of  his  Nativity,  to  be  there  interr'd  a- 
mong  his  Anceftors  :  Others  think,  that  he  was  at  firft  bury'd 
on  Mount  Carmel,  a  favourite  Place  of  his,  and  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Samaria  :  Others  again  fay,  that  he  was  bury'd  at 
Nine'veh;  and,  to  this  very  Day,  the  Inhabitants  Ihew  his  Mo- 
nument at  Moful,  which  was  built,  as  they  fay,  upon  the  very 
fame  Spot  where  old  Nine'veh  flood.  But  the  moft  prevailing 
Opinion,  founded  upon  a  conftant  Tradition,  is,  that  be  was  bu- 
ried fomewhere  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  5«»7ar/«,  becaufe  there, 
in  all  Appearance,  he  dy'd.  TheTomb  however,  that  is  ufually 
fhewn  for  his  in  that  City,  can  be  nothing  more  than  the  Repofe- 
tory  of  his  Remains,  fmce  his  original  Burying-place  was  certainly 
at  fome  Diftance  from  it.    Jcwifli  Antiq.  lib.  ix.  c.  9. 


bis  Diath. 
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A,  M.  Tomb,  which,  as  fpon  as  it  had  touch'd  his  Body,  f  im- 
ITt.'cS  n^ediately  reviv'd,  fo  that  the  Man  flood  upon  his  Feet, 
1003,  &c.  and  went  Home  (no  doubt)  with  the  Company.  This  Mi-» 
From  raclc,  which  was  a  Divine  Confirmation  of  the  Truth  of  all 
to'tSnd '"  ^^^fi^''^  Prophecies,  could  not  fail  of  being  a  powerful 
ef  2  Chron.  Means  to  encourage  JehoaJ))  in  his  engaging  in  War  with 
*->'''V~Sw  the  Syrians.  Nor  was  his  Succefs  lefs,  than  the  Predi6tion ; 
jehoafli'i  fo,.^  .|-  j^  three  pitch'd  Battles,  he  vanquilh'd  Benhadady 
♦•^^'iBcnha-  C^'^  Father  Haxael  being  then  dead)  recover'd  all  the  Cities 
dad  AT/V/^.o/ that  had  been  taken  from  his  Father  Jehoahaz,  and  re- 
Syria,  ar.d  united  them  to  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael.  After  this  he  liv'd 
quiet  from  all  Enemies,  until  y<j^.  King  of  Judah^  gave 
him  the  fmall  Difturbance  we  have  fpokenof:  But,  after  the 
Vi<ftory  which  he  gain'd  over  him,  we  hear  no  more  of  his 

appearing 

•f-  Jofephus,  in  his  Account  of  this  Tranfaftion,  varies  a  little 
from  the  /acred  Hiftory :  For,  '*  it  happen'd,  after  Eli/bo's 
•'  Burial,  fays  he,  that  a  Traveller  was  killed  upon  the  Way  by 
**  fome  Thieves,  and  his  Body  thrown  into  Elijhas  Monument^ 
*'  which,  upon  the  bare  Touch  of  the  Prophet's  Corpfe,  inftant- 
**  ly  reviv'd."  The  Jevjijh  Dodlors,  who  love  to  improve 
upon  every  Miracle,  tell  us,  that  this  Perfon  (whom  they  pre- 
tend to  call  Sellum)  after  he  was  reviv'd,  did  prefently  die  again,, 
becaufe  he  was  a  njuicked  Man,  and  did  not  deierve  to  live  long  ;' 
never  confidering  that  his  hajiy  Death  afterwards  was  the  ready 
Way  to  impair  the  Credit  of  the  Miracle,  and  make  it  indeed 
of  no  Effeft.  However  this  rnay  be,  'tis  certain,  that  by  this 
Miracle,  (as  we  find  it  related  in  Scripture)  God  did  the  highefl 
Honour  to  his  Prophet,  and  confirm'd  the  Truth  of  what  he 
had  promis'd  to  the  King  of  Ifrael,  as  well  as  the  Certainty  of 
a  future  Life ;  in  which  Senfe  fome  Part  of  the  CharaSler^ 
which  the  Author  of  Ecclejiajiicus,  Chap..xlviii.  12,  iffc.  gives 
him,  may  not  improperly  be  underflood.  'EAi^3.  tvas  Jilled  ivith 
Elijah's  Spirit  ;  ivhiiji  he  ivas  not  moved  ivith  the  Prefence  of 
any  Prince,  neither  could  any  bring  hitn  into  SubjeSion  :  No  JVord 
could  o'vercome  him  ;  andy  after  his  Death,  his  Body  prophejied  : 
He  did  Wonders  in  his  Lifcy  and  at  his  Death  ivere  his  Works 
mar-vellous,  Jewifh  Antiq.  lib.  ix.  c.  9.  and  Calmef^  Com- 
mentary. 

f  We  have  no  Particulars  of  the  War  between  Jehoajh^  and 
the  Syrians,  nor  can  we  tell  where  thefe  three  Battles  were 
fought  ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  them  was  fo  great,  that  the  King  of 
Ifrael  not  only  retook  all  the  Places,  that  had  been  loft  in  his 
own  Dominions,  but  repuls'd  the  Enemy  into  their  own  Coun- 
try, and  there  obtain'd  a  fignal  Viiflory  over  them.  Patr'tck"^^ 
Commentary. 


Chap.  in.    from  the  Building  ef  the  Temple,  ^c.       185 

appearing  in  the  Field,  and   may  therefore   conclude,  that  ^a.  m.^ 
(after  a  Reign  oi  fixteen  Years)  he  died  in  Peace,  and  was  J'°J'^,j^^j;^^ 
fucceeded  in  his  Throne  by  his  Son  Jeroboam.  1003,  &c. 

In  the  fifteenth  Year  of  Amaziah^  King  of  Judah^  this  ^  From 
Jeroboam,  the  fecond  of  that  Name,    began  to   reign  over  \^  tKn^' 
Ifraely  and,  by  f  the  Encouragement,  which  the   Prophet  of  a  chron. 
Jonah  gave  him,prov'd  fuccefsful  in  many  military  y^/c^/V-y^-  ^w/'VNJ 
ments.     He    recover'd    a   large   Territory,    which    feveral  1^^°''^°^'" 
Kings  had  taken  from  his  PredecefTors,  even  all  the  Country  greatly  en- 
from  Libanus,  on  the  North,  to  the  Lake  Jfphaltites,  on  larges  the 
the  South;  but  efpecially  on  the  Eaji  of  Jordan,  whereby  J^^f ^^3; 
he  enlarg'd  thofe  Conquefts,  which  his    Father  JoaJh\\2A  „fter\m* 
made  :     And,  whereas  Hamath  and  Damafcus  had,  in  the  there  enfues 
Days  of  David  and  Solomon,  been  Tributaries  to  the  Kings  HJ"'"''''^' 
gf  Judah,  but  had   now   revolted  from  Ifrael,    he    con- 
quer'd  them   again,    and  f  made   them  pay  Homage   to 
him,  as  they  had  formerly  done  to  his  PredecefTors.     So 
that,  after  a  long  Reign  of  f  one  and  forty  Years,  wherein 

his 

•j-  The  only  Mention  we  have  of  this  Prophet  (whom  the 
Jenvs  will  have  to  be  Son  of  the  Widow  of  Zarephthah  whom 
Elijah  rais'd  from  the  Dead,  but  without  any  Foundation  of 
Reafon)  is  in  this  Paffage,  and  the  Account  of  his  famous  Mif- 
lion  to  Nineveh.  What  the  Prophecies  were,  whereby  he  en-, 
courag'd  Jeroboam  to  proclaim  War  againft  the  King  of  Syrian 
we  have  no  where  recorded  ;  but,  as  we  have  not  every  Thing, 
which  the  Prophets  did  write,  (o  feveral  Prophets,  we  muft 
know,  did  not  commit  their  Predidlions  to  Writing.  From  this 
Place,  however,  we  may  obferve,  that  God  was  very  merciful 
to  the  Ifraelites  (though  they  were  certainly  a  very  wicked 
People)  in  continuing  a  Race  of  Prophets  among  them,. even 
after  Elijha  was  dead.     Patricks  Commentary. 

■\  Some  are  of  Opinion,  that,  when  Jeroboam  re-conquer'd 
theie  two  chief  Cities  of  Syria,  he  reftor'd  them  to  the  Kingdom 
of  Judah,  becaufe  they  belong'd  to  it  of  Right,  and  rcferv'd  to 
himfelf  only  a  fmall  Tribute  to  be  paid  him  by  Way  of  Acknow- 
ledgment. This  is  what  the  original  Hebreiv,  as  well  as  the 
Cbaldee  and  Septuagint  Verfions  feem  to  favour  :  But  the  Sy- 
riack  and  Arabick  Tranflators  have  omitted  the  Word  Judah^ 
and  may  therefore  be  fuppos'd  to  think,  (as  feveral  others  do) 
that  Jeroboam  kept  to  himfelf  all  thofe  Places,  which  he  had 
recover'd  at  his  own  Hazard  and  Expence.  Ca//«<f/'s  Commen- 
tary. 

f  This  was  much  longer  than  any  of  the  Kings  of  Ifrael  bad 
reign'd  :  For  even  Jehu  himfelf,  tho'  his  Reign  was  longer, 
than  that  of  any  who  went  before  him,  reign'd  but  twenty- 
eight  Years  j  God  having  on  Purpofe  prolong'd  this  Prince's 

Reign, 
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A.  M.     his  Anns  were  all  along  fucccfsful,  he  f  dy'd  in  much  Ho- 

Ant^ Clirf  "°"^  ^""^  Renown,  and  was  bury'd  with  his  Anceftors  ;  but 

1003,  &c'.  (whether  it  was  through  Wars  abroad,  or  through  Difcord 

From      and  Diflention  at  home)  he  left    the  Government  in  fuch 

t  ^h"^E  T'  Confufion,  that,  after  his  Deceafe,  there  was  an  Interreg'- 

of  2  chron.  nutn  for  the  Space  of  two  and  twenty  Years. 

L/*V%J      During  the  Time  of  this  Interregnum^  Jonah  *  the  Son 

The  Book  ofQf  Jfnittai,  who  had  prophefy'd  before,  in  the  Time  of  Je^ 

m  Contents   ^°^°^^h  was  jiow  fent  upon  apother  Errand.     His  Commif- 

'  fion  was  exprefsly  to  Nineveh^  whither  he  was  to  go,  and 

to  exhort  the  Inhabitants  to  Repentance,  becaufe  the    Cry 

of 

Reign,  becaufe  he  was  not  minded  to  blot  out  the  Name  of 
Ifrael  from  under  Heaven,  but  to  fave  theiu  by  his  Hand, 
2  Kings  xiv.  27. 

•f  The  Prophet  ^mosf  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  this  Prince, 
was  accus'd  by  Amaziah,  the  Pried  of  Bethel,  for  prophefying, 
that  Jeroboam  fhould  die  by  the  Sivord ;  but  Amos  never  made  any 
fuch  Predidion.  It  was  a  falfe  Accufation,  which  this  idola- 
trous Prieft  fentagainft  him,  becaufe  he  was  defirous  to  have  him 
remov'd  out  of  the  Way,  Amos  vii.  10,  ^c. 

*  It  is  a  very  common  Opinion  among  the  fe'ws,  (as  we  faid) 
that  Jonah  was  the  Widoiv  of  Zarephthah\  Son ;  and  this  Opi- 
nion they  found  upon  the  Words  of  the  Mother,  when  fhe  re- 
ceiv'd  her  Son  alive  from  the  Prophet's  Hand  :  By  this  I  knoixj, 
that  the  Word  of  the  Lord  in  thy  Mouth  is  Truth,  1  Kings  xvii. 
24.  for  therefore,  fay  they,  was  the  Child  called  the  Son  of 
Amittai,  becaufe  Amittai  fignifies  Truth  :  A  weak  Reafon  God 
wot !  and  fuch  as  is  plainly  repugnant  to  the  Tellimony  of  Scrip- 
ture. For  this  we  know  for  certain,  that  Jonah  liv'd  in  the 
Reigns  of  Joajh,  and  Jeroboam  the  lid.  Kings  of  Ifrael,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  the  Widow  oi  Zarcphthah''s  Son,  fince  the 
former  of  thefe  two  Princes  did  not  begin  to  reign  t'lW  Jixty  Tears 
after  the  Tranflation  of  Elijah.  Others  pretend,  that  he  was 
Son  to  the  Shunamite  Woman,  whom  the  Prophet  Elifja  rais'd 
from  the  Dead  ;  but  Shunem  and  Gath-hepher  (where  we  are 
certain  Jonah  was  born)  were  two  quite  different  Places,  the 
former  in  the  Tribe  oi  Iffachar,  the  other  in  that  of  Zebulun  ; 
and  therefore,  we  may  conclude,  that  Amittai  was  the  pro- 
per Name  of  yo«fl/6's  Father,  who  liv'd  in  a  little  Canton  of 
the  Tribe  of  Zebulun,  called  Hepher,  or  Hophcr,  wherein  was 
the  Town  of  Gfl/Z',  which  is  generally  believ'd  to  be  the  fame 
with  Jotapata,  fo  famous  for  the  Siege,  \v\\\<^Jofephus,  the 
Jc'wifh  Hiftorian,  there  maintain'd  againft  the  Roman  Army,  a 
little  before  the  Deftruftion  of  Jerufalem.  Calmct\  Preface  fur 
Jonast  and  hisDiftionary,  under  the  Word. 
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ef  their  Sins  had  reached  Heaven.     But,  inftead  of  obeying     A.  M. 
the  Divine  Command,  xhefacredUx^oiy  informs  us,   fhat]^^^'^^''^^0- 
he  bent  his  Courfe  another  Way,  and,  intending  to  retire  to  1003,  &c'. 
Tarfus,  a  City  in  Cilicia,  embark'd  at  Joppa  *,  a  Sea- Port     From 
on  the  Mediterranean  j  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  well  got  to  {'0^^"  End"* 
Sea,  an  unaccountable  Storm  arofe,  which  gave  the  Mariners  of  2  chron, 
a  Sufpicion,  that  fome   great  MalefaSlor  was  got  on  board,  .^V'V> 
upon  whofe  Account  the  Heavens  feem'd  fo  very  angry  f ; 

that 

*  Joppa  is  a  Sea-Port  Town  in  Paleftinet  upon  the  IsAediter' 
ranean,  and  was  formerly  the  only  Port,  which  the  Jewus  had 
upon  that  Coaft,  whither  all  the  Materials,  that  were  fent  from 
Tyre,  towards  the  Building  of  5o/(7w?o«'s  Temple,  were  brought, 
and  landed.  The  Town  itfelf  is  very  antient,  for  profane  Au- 
thors reckon  it  was  built  before  the  Flood,  and  derive  the  Name 
of  it  from  Joppa,  the  Daughter  of  Elolus,  and  the  Wife  of 
Cepbeus,  who  was  the  Founder  of  it.  Others  are  rather  inclin'd 
to  believe,  that  it  was  built  by  Japhet,  and  from  him  had  the 
Name  of  Japho,  which  was  afterwards  moulded  into  Joppa, 
but  is  now  generally  called  Jaffa,  which  comes  nearer  to  the 
firft  Appellation.  The  Town  is  fituated  in  a  fine  Plain,  be- 
tween Jamnia,  tO  the  South  ;  Cafarea  of  Palejline,  to  the 
North  ;  and  Rama,  or  Ramula,  to  the  Eaji  j  but,  at  prefent, 
is  in  a  poor  and  mean  Condition  ;  nor  is  its  Port,  by  any 
Means,  good,  by  Reafon  of  the  Rocks,  which  projedl  into  the 
Sea.  The  chief  Thing,  for  which  this  Place  was  famous,  in 
antient  Pagan  Hiftory,  is,  the  Expofttion  of  Andromeda,  the 
Daughter  of  Cepheus,  King  of  Egypt,  who,  for  her  Mother's 
Pride,  was  bound  to  a  Rock,  in  order  to  be  devour'd  by  a  Sea- 
Monjier,  but  was  deliver'd  by  the  Valour  and  Bravery  of  Per- 
fcus,  who  afterwards  marry 'd  her  :  For,  in  the  Times  of  Mela 
and  Pliny,  there  were  fome  Marks  remaining  (as  they  them- 
felves  teftify,  nempe  Mela,  lib.  i.  c.  il.  Pliny,  lib.  v,  c.  13. 
Jofeph.  de  Bello  Jud.  lib.  iii.  c.  15.)  of  the  Chains,  wherewitli 
this  royal  Virgin  was  bound  to  the  Rock,  which  projefts  into  the 
Sea.  But  all  this  is  mere  Fiilion,  firft  founded  upon  the  Ad- 
venture of  Jonah,  who  fet  fail  from  this  Port,  and  then  improv'd 
with  the  AccefTion  of  fome  particular  Circumflances.  Calmet''s 
Commentary  fur  Jonas,  c.  i.  v.  3. 

f  The  Jenuijh  Dodors,  who  are  great  Lovers  of  Prodigies, 
are  not  even  fatisfy'd  with  what  they  meet  with  in  this  Hi- 
ftory of  yfi«a^,  but  have  over  and  above  added,  that,  as  foon 
as  the  Ship,  wherein  he  was  embark'd,  was  under  fai),  it,  all  on 
a  fudden,  flood  ftock  ftill,  fo  that  it  could  be  made  to  move 
neither  backward  nor  forward,  notwithftanding  all  the  Pains, 
that  the  Mariners  took  in  rowing :  But  others,  with  more  Pro- 
bability, 
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A.  M-     that  therefore  calling  all  the  People  together,they  made  them 
Ant''chrift  ^^^  LotSy  in  ordcr  to    know  who  this  guilty   Perfon  was  ; 
1003,  6ff,  that, when theLot  fell  upon  Jonahy  he  freely  own'd,that  he 
From      was  a  y^'^j  who  worftiipped  the  God  of  Heaven,  and  not 
to^h?End  ^"^y  ^  y^"''  ^"'  ^  Prophet  likewifc,  who  had  been  order'd 
of  2  Chrcn.  to  go  to  Ninevehy  but  was  now  endeavouring  to  flee  from 
L/''Y'N^  the  Divine  Prcfence ;  that,  fince  he  found  it  was  impoflible 
to  do  that,  and  every  one's  Life,  upon  his  Account,  was  in 
fuch  imminent  Danger,  he  wifli'd  them  to  throw  him  over- 
board, as  the  only  Way  to  appeafe  the  Storm  i.that,  with 
fome  Relu(5tancy,  f  the  Seamen  did  it,  whereupon  there  im- 
mediately enfu'd  a  Calm^  which  ftruck  the  People  with  fuch 
Devotion,  that  they  ofFer'd   a   Sacrifice  to   the  Lord,  and 
made  their  Vows  j  that  in  the  mean  while,  God  had  pre- 
par'd  a  great  Fifh  to  fwallow  up  Jonah,  in  whofe  Belly  he 
continu'd  for  three  Days,  and  three  Nights,  and  then,  upon 
his    Supplications  to  Heaven,  was   thrown    out  upon   the 
Shore  ;  that,  being  thus  wonderfully  deliver'd,  he  difputed 
the  Divine  Command  no  longer,  but  made  the  beft  of  his 
Way  to  Nineveh,  which,  at  that  Time,  was  a  very  large 
City,  and,  having  got  into  the  Heart   of  it,  deliver'd  his 
Meflage,  viz.  that  within  forty  Days  that  City  Ihould   be 
deftroy'd,  with   great    Boldnefs   and  Intrepidity;   that   the 
People  of  Nineveh,  believing  this  Meflage  to  be  fent  from 

God, 

bability,  fay,  that  while  all  the  reft  oFthe  Ships  were  quiet  and 
unmolefted,  the  Storm  fell  upon  none,  but  that  wherein  JoKah 
was,  which  made  the  Seamen  think,  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  miraculous  in  it,  and  thereupon  called  upon  the  Com- 
pany, that  failed  with  them,  to  come,  and  caji  Lots  (as  the  /u- 
ferjiitious  Cuftom  among  the  Heathens  was,  whenever  they  were 
in  any  great  Diftrefs) ;  that  accordingly  they  caft  Lots  three  dif- 
ferent Times,  which  ftill  fell  upon  Jotiab ;  and  that  they  let 
him  down  feveral  Times  with  a  Rope,  without  plunging  him 
into  the  Sea,  and,  as  often  as  they  did  it,  found  the  Storm  a- 
bate,  and,  whenever  they  pulled  him  up  again,  found  it  in- 
creafe  ;  fo  that,  at  laft,  they  were  forc'd  to  commit  him  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Waves :  All  which  are  Circumftances,  which  the 
Scripture  Account  neither  favours,  nor  contradids.  Calmet\ 
Commentary. 

f  The  People  of  the  Ea/i  have  a  Tradition,  that  it  was  not 
above  four  Leagues  from  Joppa,  over-againft  Antipatris,  that 
the  Seamen  threw  ^c»fl/&  over-board. 
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God,  proclaim'd  a  *  moft  folemn    Faft,  and,  f  from  the    A.  M. 
Higheft  to  the  Loweft,  putting  on  Sack-Cloth,  and  addref- 3°°'.^6^J^^ 
fing  their  Prayers  to  God,  fliew'd  fuch  Tokens  of  Sorrow,  1005,  (gc.' 
and  Repentance,  that  he  revers'd  their  Doom,  or  at  leaft      From 

deferr'd'^;"ei"'!''- 

to  the  End 

•  The  Hiftory  tells  us,  that,  hy  a  Decree  from  the  King,  and  y'-y~'\l 
hii  Nobles,  neither  Man  nor  BeaJ},  neither  Herd  nor  Flock  ivere 
alloiued  to  tajie  any  Thing,  hut  nvere  kept  up  from  feeding  and 
drinking  Water,  Jonah  iii.  7.  This  was  carrying  their  Abfii- 
nence  to  a  greater  Severity,  than  what  we  find  pradis'd  among 
the  feivs.  For,  tho'  in  Times  of  publick  Calamity,  and  on 
the  Day  oi  folemn  Expiation,  we  find  that  they  made  their  Chil- 
dxtnfaji,  as  we  may  gather  from  Joel  ii.  16.  yet  we  no  where 
read  of  their  extending  that  Rigour  to  their  Cattle.  Virgil  in- 
deed, in  one  of  his  Eclogues,  brings  in  a  Shepherd,  telling  his 
Companion,  that,  for  the  Death  of  Julius  Cafar,  the  Mourn- 
ing was  fo  general,  that  even  the  Sheep,  and  other  Creatures, 
were  not  driven  to  Water. 

Nonulli  paftos  illisegere  Diebus 

Frigida,  Daphni,  Boves  ad  Flumina  ;  nulla  neque  Amnem 
Libavit  Quadrupes,  nee  Fluminis  attigit  undam.  Eel.  v. 
But  then  the  Queftion  is,  whether  this  may  not  be  look'd  upon 
as  a ^o^//V^/ Exaggeration.  From  Homer,  and  fome  other  an- 
tient  Authors,  we  learn,  that  when  any  Hero,  or  great  Warrior 
died,  the  Cuftom  was  to  make  his  Horfes  faft  for  fome  Time, 
and  to  cut  ofFPart  of  their  Hairj  nor  may  we  forget  mention- 
ing, what  fome  Hijforians  tell  us,  of  the  People  inhabiting  the 
Canaries,  and  Peru,  viz.  that  in  Times  of  great  Drought,  they 
fhut  up  their  Sheep  and  Goats,  without  giving  them  any  Thing 
to  eat,  upon  Prefumption,  that  their  loud  Cries  and  Bleating 
will  reach  Heaven,  and  prevail  with  God  to  give  them  Rain. 
Horn,  de  orig.  Gent.  Americ.  lib.  ii.  c.  13. 

•f-  The  Text  tells  us  of  the  King  of  Nineveh,  that  upon  the 
Preaching  of  Jonah,  he  laid  his  Robe  from  him,  and  covered  him 
ivith  Sackcloth,  and  fat  in  A/hcs,  Jonah  iii.  6.  and  (what 
is  pretty  flrange)  fome  have  thought,  that  the  King,  thus  pe- 
nitent upon  this  Occafion,  was  Sardanapalus,  a  Man  famous 
among  Heathen  Authors  for  his  Luxury  and  Riches,  and  in 
whofe  Reign,  the  famous  City  of  Nineveh  was  taken  by  Ar- 
baces  and  Belefis,  But  others,  with  more  Probability,  fuppofe, 
that  it  was  Pul,  the  Father  of  this  Sardanapalus,  whom  fome 
Heathen  Authors  call  Anabaxarus,  and  others  Anacyndaraxus. 
For,  as  he  died  (according  to  VJher)  about  the  Year  of  the 
World  3237,  he  might  be  upon  the  Throne  in  the  Reign  of 
Jeroboam  II.  King  oi  Ifrael,  which  was  the  Time  when  Jonah 
was  fent  to  Nineveh.  Calmet'%  Commentary,  and  Ujher  ad  A. 
M.  3254. 
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A.  M.    deferr'd  it  for  fome  Years  j  that  yonah^  being  foredifpleas'd 

A°°^ch^f  ^'  *^'^»  ^^  fearing  that  it  might  bring  fome  Difgrace  upon  his 

J  CO  3,  &c'.  prophetick  Office,  after  fome  ExpoTlulations  with  God,  re- 

From      tir'd  out  of  the  City,  and,  having  built  him   a  Booth,  fat 

' '^'"Sp^"'- under  tlie  Cover  of  it,  to  fee  what  the  End  would  be  ;  thatj 

of  2  Chion.  while  he  was  here,  God  f  caus'd  a  Gourd  to  fpring  haftily 

vyV^N^  up,  which  by  its  fpreading  Leaves  fo  fhaded  his  Booth  from 

the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  that  it  pleas'd  him  much  ;  but,  being 

next  Morning  gnaw'd  by  a  Worm,  it  wither'd  away,  which 

fo  fretted  the  impatient  Man,  that   he  even  defir'd  to  die ; 

and  that  hereupon  God   took  Occafion  to  expoftulate  with 

him,  and  fhew  him  the  Unreafonablenefs  of  his  repining  at 

the  Lofs  of  a  Plant,  which  coft  him  nothing,  which  rifes  in 

one  Night,  and  dies  in  another,  and  yet  having  no  Concern 

or  Commiferation  for  the    Deftru<5tion  of  a  populous  City$ 

wherein  there  were  above  an  hundred  and  twenty  Thoufand 

innocent  Babes,  and  confequently,  the  Number    of  all  its 

Inhabitants  vaftly  large  j  and  with  this  Way   of  Reafoning, 

(t  we  may  fuppofe)  he  reconcil'd   his  Prophet's   wayward 

Thoughts  to  this  his  merciful  Method  of  Proceeding.     Butj 

to  return  to  the  Affairs  of  Judaht 

After 

f  The  Word  Kikajon,  by  the  Septttaginti  Arahkh,  and  Sy- 
riack  Verfions,  is  called  a  Gourd,  but  moft  of  the  antient  Greek 
Trarijlators,  following  St.  Jerom  in  this  Particular,  chufe  rather 
to  render  it  I'vy.  St.  Jerom,  however,  acknowledges,  that  the 
Word  I'vy  does  not  anfwer  the  Signification  of  the  Hebre<vo  Ki- 
kajon,  tho'  he  thinks  it  much  better  in  this  Place  than  a  Gourdi 
which,  growing  clofe  to  the  Earth,  could  not  have  fhaded  Jonah 
from  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  :  For  the  Kikajon,  according  to  him, 
is  a  Shrub,  which,  grows  in  the  fandy  Places  of  Palejiine,  and 
increafes  fo  fuddenly,  that,  in  a  few  Days,  it  comes  to  a  confi- 
derable  Height.  It  is  fupported  by  its  Trunk,  without  being 
upheld  by  any  Thing  elfe  ;  and  by  the  Thicknefs  of  its  Leav^^ 
which  rcfemble  thofe  of  a  Vine,  affords,  in  hot  Weather,  a 
very  agreeable  Shade.  Calmet\  Diftionary,  under  the  Word 
Kikajon. 

f  The  Book  of  Jonah  ends  as  abruptly,  as  it  begins :  It 
begins  with  a  Conjun^i-ue  Cepulati-ve,  Jnd  the  Word  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  Jonah,  (fo  it  fliould  be  read)  which  has  made  fome 
Commentators  think,  that  it  was  but  an  Appendix  to  fome  of 
his  other  Writings  ;  and  it  ends  without  giving  us  any  Man- 
ner of  Account,  either  what  became  of  the  Nine-vitesi  or  of 
Jonah  himfelf,  after  this  Expedition.  'Tis  likely  indeed,  from 
the  compaffionate  ExpreiHons,  which  God  makes  ufe  of  towards 

the 
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After  the  Murther  oi  Jmaztab  tlX.  Lachijh,  Uzziah,     A.  m. 
('who  is  t  likewife  called  Jzariab)  in  the  fixteenth  Year  of  iTt^cS* 
his  Age,  (  II  which  was  in  the  feven  and  twentieth  Year  of  100^,  gfc.* 
the  Reign  of  Jeroboam  King  of  Ifrael)  fucceeded  his  Father,      From 
and,  in   the  former   Part  of  his  Reign,  behav'd  well  j  for '^^jj^f  ^'^^ 
which  God  profper'd  him  in  all  his  Undertakings,  and  blefs'd  of  2  Chron. 
his  Arms  with  great  Succefs  :  For  he  worfted  the  Philijiines  0'''V\> 
in  many  Battles,  difmantled   feveral  of  their  Towns,  and^^^'^j^p^i" 
built  Cities  in  the  Country  thereabout  to  keep  them  in  Sub-^,^"^,',,^  * 
jedlion.     His  next  Expedition  was  againft  the  Arabians,  xh2X^"d pother. 
were  upon  the  Borders  of  Egypt j  and  againft  the  Mehunims/"'^'''""  "f 

(who 

the  NineiJites,  that,  for  that  Time,  he  revers'd  their  Doom  ;  and 
'tis  not  improbable,  that  Jonab^  when  he  had  executed  his 
Commiffion,  and  been  fatisfy'd  by  God  concerning  his  merciful 
Procedure,  return'd  into  Judea  ;  but  the  Author  of  the  Lives 
and  Death  of  the  Prophets  (who  goes  under  the  Name  of  Epz- 
phanus)  tells  us,  that,  returning  from  Nine'vehy  and  being  afham'd 
to  fee  that  his  Prcdiftion  was  not  fulfilled,  he  retir'd  with  his 
Mother  to  the  City  oiTyre,  where  heliv'd  in  the  Plain  of  Sear, 
until  he  died,  and  was  bury'd  in  the  Cave  of  Ceuezeus,  Judge  of 
Ifrael :  But  who  the  Author  means  by  Cenezeus,  unlefs  it  be 
Caleb,  who  is  frequently  firnam'd  the  Kenczite,  (though  we  do 
not  read  of  his  being  ever  a  Judge  of  Ifrael)  or  rather  Othniel, 
who  was  the  Son  of  Kenaz,  and  one  thatjudg'd  Ifrael,  we  can- 
not tell.  Calmet's  Didlionary,  under  the  Word  Jonah,  and 
HoiveWs  Hid^^  in  the  Notes. 

f  The  Ww^K'  are  much  of  the  fame  Signification  ;  for  the 
former  fignifies  the  Strength,  and  the  other,  the  Help  of  God. 

II  Commentators  have  been  at  a  good  deal  of  Trouble  to  recon- 
cile a  feeming  ContradidiOn  in  this  Computation.  For  if  Jma- 
%iah,  the  Father  of  Azariah,  liv'd  but  ffteen  7 ears,  after  the 
Beginning  Qijcrohoam\'^€\o;c\,  (as  appears  from  2  Kings  xiv.  17.) 
then  Azariah  mull  begin  his  Reign,  not  in  the  twenty- feventh, 
but  (if  he  fucceeded  his  Father  immediately)  in  the  fixteenth,  or 
fifteenth  rather  oi  Jeroboam:  But  our  learned  Dr.  Lightfoot  folves 
this  at  once,  by  fuppoilng,  that  there  was  an  Interregnum,  where- 
in the  Throne  was  vacant  eleven,  or  rather  twelve.  Years,  be- 
tween the  Death  of  Amaziah,  and  the  Inauguration  of  his  Son 
Azariah,  who,  being  left  an  Infant  of  four  Years  old,  when  hii 
Father  died,  was  committed  to  the  Guardianlhip  of  the  Grandees 
of  the  Nation,  v/ho,  during 'his  Minority,  took  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  ol  public k  Affairs  upon  themfelves,  and  when  he  was  become 
fixteen,  devolv'd  it  upon  him;  fo  that,  when  he  came  into  the 
full  Poficffion  of  the  Throne,  it  was  in  the  feven  and  tii'entiefh 
Tf^rff/ Jeroboam.  /*«/r/f^'s  Commentary. 
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A.  M.     (whofiv'd  in  their  Deftrts)  whom  he  utterly  fubdu'd  ;  and 
A^r^  Chrti.'**'*  long  after  lb  terrily'd  the  AmmtHtUSy  that  they,  (as  th« 
iccj,  S?f.  otheri  were)  became  Triimiarus  to  him.     He  then  repair'd 
Ftvjia      the  \Vails  of  JentjiiUmy  and^  at  proper    Diftances,    buiJt 
co*t^Ead  T"*-"'^*'^^  ivota    whence    *  with  Engines^  that  threw  Darts 
of  3  chrcn.  and  StoQes>  he  might  be  able  to  annoy  an  Invader  ;  and,  as 
^^^^^hc  was  a  great  Lover   or  Hulbandry,  he  employ 'd  leveral 
Flowers  and   Planters   in  the  Plains,  f'ine-DrrJfers  on  the  • 
Mountains,  and  Scf*^erds  in  the  V^allies,  whcrebv   he  ac- 
quir'd  coni'iderabk  Weilth.     But  the  chief  Glory   of  his 
Kuigdom  lay   in  his  Army,  which  confifted  of  above  three 
hundred  and  leveat\-  Thouiand  iciecl  Men,  under  the  Com- 
mand 

*  This  is  the  tn:  Time  that  we  read  of  any  Machine,  eicher 
for  be&eging  or  defending  Towns  ;  whici  is  plainly  the  Reafott 
why  Sieges  were  of  io  long  a  Condooance,  bet'ore  the  Invention 
of  thefe.  HsMtr,  who  is  the  moft  antiait  Greti  Writer  we  know 
of,  that  treats  of  Sugfs,  defcribes  a  kind  oi Imtrtmehwumt^  (thoogh 
a  poor  oze)  feme  Lines  of  C^rsjrua/^/zcac,  and  a  Ditch  wi:h 
P^Vifadis  ;  but  we  hear  not  one  Word  of  any  Macbimes,  fuch 
as  the  B*i£Jt4tt  and  the  Catjfmltdg,  which  were  us'd  for  hurling 
Scones  aad  throwing  Darts  ;  and  therefore  we  need  lefs  wonder, 
^at  the  £unoa&  Siege  of  Trty  continu'd  fo  long.     S^rdiM^lMS, 
dig  of  J^Ffritu,  ntaintain'd  iumfelf  in  Nigrz-ei  for  feven  Year*, 
bccatile  the  6e£egers  (as  Dmkrms  obfenres,  lib.  ii.)  wanted  fuch 
EggzMfs^  as  were  fit  for  dnnoliftiiiig  and  taking  of  Citie5,  they 
beirg  not  then  invented.     SaJmtner.er  hy  thr|^fawrs  before  S::- 
auirim^  z  Kings  xrii.  5,  6.  and,  as  ftune  fay,  jP^^arV/r>.-z.-  (Vid. 
Jri/eas,  ds  LXX.  IctCTp.)  i^vtxtj.  before  ^stk.     Now  of  t'si- 
et«A  k  is  teid,  Timt  bit  mtLdt  im  Jeru&km  Em^mat  ivz-nted  hj 
I  ■■■■'■t  -Mb.  t9  iraatk  Tnatrs,  ami  mfm  the  Brntmitarks,  itjihit 
Arrwass  ami grtmt  Sttma,  2  Chron.  zxri.  i  j.  fothat  it  mud  needs 
be  a  Millakc,  to  attiibate  the  lavention  of  the  BalUjia,  the 
Scmrfit,  or  the  Omagtr,  whatof  Jmmiaams  Marctlli**s,  lib.  xxiii. 
c  2.  has  ^ven  as  the  Dcfcripcions,  to  dw  Greeks,  or  Rsmaas, 
becaafe  we  Sod  thna  Bade  ute  ct  in  the  Eajl,  before  ever  the 
Gredmat  had  iHOaght  the  military  Art  to  any  great  Perfetftion. 
Uzsaai  was  certainly  the  firft  Invecror  of  them  ;  and  therefore 
it  is  £ud,  that  for  thefe,  and  other,  warlike  Preparations,  bis 
Name  veasffnad  chrmad.     From  tiiis  Time,  they  began  to  be 
csqJojMboth  in  artackicg,  anddetendii^  Towns ;  and  therefore, 
we  iad  the  Prophet  Ex^iul  dekr^niig  the  littme  Sieges  of  ^rra- 
fabm  and  Tjrr,  where  he  makes  meation  of  Battering- Rams, 
aad  Eagimes  tffFar,  or,  (as  it  fhoald  be  rendciM)  Mtadaes  :f 
Cards,  which,  ia  all  Probability,  were  what  latter  Ages  ca.;:d 
their  BmlBfi^  and  CatafaU*,     Cmlmef%  Diffcrt.  hx  la  Mil  cc 
^csaadeaBiirlrrKr. 
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mand  of  two  Thoa£md  bare  experienc'd  OBkxn,  afl  ar-    a.  M. 
raed  with  proper  Weapom  both  offenjive  and  d^enfive,  a*"*/^  <^^ 
trained  up  m  the  mofi:  perfed  M^ima  di AlartialiyiSdaj^laa^  too^,  &. 
Thus  profperous  was  Uzziah  in  every  Circugiilance  rf     ^-'**_ 
Life,  t  while  Zecbariab  liv'd,  and  had  him  under  his  I>roc-[/^5^ 
tion  s  but,  when  once  that  £uchful  Cbunleflor  ^i^  (which  of  %  Quva. 
was  in  the  three  and   thirtieth  Year  of  his  Reign)  be  ftxMJ  v-^Wii 
grew  fb  *  intoxicated  with  the  Thou^us  of  his  Power  a**^%^^^ 
Greatn^,  that,'  £[>r^tting  himietf,  be  would  needs  iolradc^^o^^  ,^ 
into  the  friejilj  O&ce.     Accordii]^,  ha\iog  taken  it  inbyKrMt  •«»<» 
his  Head   one  Day  to  *  offer  lasxa£s^  he  went  into  ^^^^^^ 
Sanctuary^    and    when    Abazuih^  and    Tome  other  of  the 
Prieib,  endeavour'd  to  dtfTuade  him  ft^om  it,  he  £el]  into  a 
Rage,  and  received  their  Rem<Mifirances  wirii  Threats.  Gtxl 
however  took  care  to  vindicate  the  SacredneTs  dl  the  Sacer- 
dotal Office :  For,  the  iAomeat^  that  he  took  the  Cenjer  in 
hisHaiKl,  and  was  going  xa  bum  Incmfcy  be  was  *  ftruck 

with 

f  Some  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Peribn  here  niesticD*d  was 
&  Prophet,  aad  the  (ame  with  that  TLecbari^,  wkofc  Book  of 
Prophecies  is  extant  in  the  BiUe  ;  bar,  as  he  wrote  in  the  Re%n 
of  Darius,  *tB  piain,  that  he  liv'd  alined  three  haadred  Yean 
after  this.  It  is  not  nalikd/  however,  Au  he  was  the  Son  of 
that  Zecbariab,  the  Son  vijebmada,  who,  by  the  Ctmamaad 
of  King  3!S«^,  was  flain  in  the  Tem^ ;  that  he  was  called  af- 
ter his  Fathoms  Nam^  was  Fr^ceftw  to  Uxziah  ;  and  (tho*  i:o£ 
a  Prophet  aMan^veiy  fldlfia]  in  expoandii^  the  aatieet  Prela- 
cies, aid  giving  Infint^oss  oat  ci  them,  as  Grstixs  Bcdex&ands 
it.     PatruVs,  and  Calmet's  Commentaries. 

*  How  hard  a  lAzsta  is  it  (%s  Bi(hop^  Patrui  hereapoe) 
to  bear  great  Profperity  widi  Moderation,  asd  homUe  Thaok- 
fulnefi  ? 

*  What  it  was,  that  teoqKed  the  Kii^  to  this  eiliavagan: 
F0II7,  'tis  hard  to  imagiae  ;  bat  the  moft  &dj  Confefiare  h, 
that  he  had  a  vain  Ainbitira  to  imitate  Eeatbat  Princes,  who,  ia 
fsvexal  Coimtries,  join'd  both  the  regal  ZB^facerdataiG^z&i  ro- 
gether.  Bat,  however  i:  may  be  in  a&  other  Coamviss,  dte 
PriefibtadxAjudea  W2i  con£:i'd  to  the  Hoofe  oiJMram  only,  and 
every  one,  that  pretended  to  oTcrp  that  OEce,  «ra:,  by  the  Law 
of  the  Land,  to  be  pa:  to  Death :  Tcr  ths,  axJ  thy  Szms  =xitb 
tbee  S^ji  God  to  Jarsa]  /:zll  kicf  j^nr  Pritfs  O/Lv,  far  estry 
TbiEg  ef  fbe  JJiar,  ar.d 'L:::;k':B  tie  Fail,  a-J  %e pidlfer^i.  1 
ba^i  p^ec  jsar  Prit/?i  OJUi  xxta  jai,  ei  s  Z trance  t/ 

arj  the  Sfraager  that  cswutb  zigb./mli  hi  fit  t*  Death,  Is  .zz.. . 
xviii,   7. 

*  Tlie  PanilhmciC  for  fach,  as  woold  intrude  into  Di-ize 
Vot.  IV.  N  Misi&aavCf, 
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A.  M.  with  a  Lcprofy^  which  no  Art  of  Man  could  ever  after  cure ; 
3cor,  &c.  f^jtijatj  vvhile  his  Son  Jotham  (as  his  Father's  Vice-roy)  took 
tvo-  ^&V  the  publick  Admiuiflration  upon  him,  he  was  forced  to  live 
F^omiKingsin  a  fcparatc  Place  by  himfeU;  and,  after  a  Reign  of  two 
ifiii.  to  the  ^j^j  £fjy  Years,  dy'd,  and  v/as  bury'd,  not  in  the  royal 
cw  *  Sepulchres,  but  *  in  the  fame  Field,  at  fome  Diftance  from 
^^  /-S^  them, 

Miniftrations,  was  capital,  we  fee  ;  and  therefore  God  fmote 
Uzzitih  with  fuch  a  Difeafe,  as  was  a  Kind  of  Death  ;  becaufe 
it  feparatcd  the  Perfon,  that  was  afHiclcd  with  it,  from  the  Com- 
merce and  Society  of  Men,  even  as  if  he  were  departed  this 
World,  and  (as  the  Pfalmift  exprcfles  it)  become /rf^  among  the 
Dead,  Pfal,   Ixxxviii.  5.  But,  bcfidcs  the  Inflifticn  of  this  Dif- 
eafe, Jqfephus  tells  us,  "  That,  the  very  Moment,  that  Uzziah 
*'  was  going  to  burn  Incenfe,  there  happen'd  a  terrible  Earth- 
"  quake,  and,  as  the  Roof  of  the  Temple  opcn'd  with  the  Shock 
*'  of  it,  there  pafs'd  a  Beam  of  the  Sun   tlwoogh  the  Cleft, 
"  which  ftruck  diieftly  upon  the  Face  of  this  facrilcgious  Prince, 
"  whereupon  he  inilantly  became  a  Leper  :  Nay,  that  this  Earth- 
*'  quake  was  fo  very  violent,  that  it  tore  afunder  a  great  Moun- 
•'  tain,  towards  the  Weji  of  Jerufalem,  and  rolled  one  Half  of 
•'  it  over  and  over  a  matter  of  four  Furlongs,  till  at  length  it 
•'  was  ftopp'd  by  another  Mountain,  which  flood  over  againft  it, 
•*'  but  choak'd  up  the  Highway,  and  cover'd  the  King's  Gar- 
"  dens  all  over  with  Duft."     But  all  this  may  be  juftly  fufpec- 
ted.     That  there  was  a  great  Earthquake  in  the  Reign  of  Uz- 
ziah,  is  evident  from  the  Tefumony  of  two  Prophets,  Amos  i. 
I.  and  Zechar'ioh  xiv.   5.  but,  that  it  happen'd  exaflly  when 
Uzziah  attempted  this  Invafion  of  the  Fricfihood,  is   far  from 
being  clear  :  On  the  contrary,  if  we  will  abide  by  Bifhop  UJher'i 
Computation,  the  !/^trLt73<^  Hiftorian  muft  be  fadly  miftaken.  For, 
fince  the  Prophet  Jmos  tells  us,  that  he  began  to  prophefy  two 
Years  before  this  Earthquake  happen'd,  in  the  Reigns  ofUzzi- 
ah.  King  oijudeh,  zn&  J ercboam  ihsW,  King  oi  I/rae/ ;  and 
fince  we  may  gather  from  the  facred  Hiltory,  that  Jeroboam  di- 
ed two  Years  before  the  Birth  of  Jotham,  the  Son  of  Uzziah  ; 
that  Jeroboam  died  in  the  fix  and  twentieth  Year    of  the  faid 
Uzzhih,  and  Jotham  his  Son  was  born  in  the  three  and  twen- 
tieth Year  thereof,  and  yet  was  of  Age  fufhcient  to  be  made 
Regent  of  ti.e  Kingdom,  when  his  Fafhcr  was  thus  flruck  with 
a  Leprofy,  (uiiich  mult  have  been  fcveral  Years  after  J erohocm\ 
Death)  it  r.v>:ft  needs  follow,  that  this  Earthquake  could  not  hap- 
pen at  the  Time,  wli'ch  Jofphus  afflgns,  but  muft  have  been 
much  later.      JofqJmi'^  Jewilh  V/ars,  lib.  ix.  c.  11,  and  Cal- 
mit^  Commentary  on  2  Chrcti.  >v.   5. 

*  Jofffhm  will  needs  have  it,  that  his  Body  was  bury'd  in 

his 
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them,  becaufe  he  was  a  Leper,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his     A.  m. 
Son  Jotham.  _  _  Am'^ria 

During  the  Reign  of  this  Uzziah^  there  happen'd  fome   fo^,  &/. 
Events,  mention'd  in  fome  Parts  of  Scripture,  which  are  not  From:  Kings 
to  be  found  in  the  Books,  that  are  purely  hijiorical.     Such  p  "•  '°  '^* 
are   that  terrible  Earthquake,  wh&XQoi  Jmos  {c)  prophefy'd  chron, 
two   Years  before  it  happen'd  j  that  fore  Plague  of  the  Lo-    .^'v'^\J 
cufis,  whereof  foel  (d)  gives  us  fo  full  and  lively  a  Defcrip-  ^«  Account 
tion  ;  and  that  extreme  Droughty  mix'd  with  fearful  Flafhes  '^l'"^',  "''^'f^ 
of  Fire,  which   fell   from  Heaven,  and  (as  the  Prophet  {e) paTtUularly 
exprefles    it)    devoured  all  the  Pajlures  of  the  TVildernefs^'^f  i^^'^f^'^'t- 
and  burnt  up  all  the  Trees  of  the  Field.  '"S'  f.  '^' 

_  7  1  •    1  1  •    n  >  1  1       ■(k.T     •       Prophets, 

BvT  that  which  we  are  chiefly  concern  d  to  take  Notice^a;^;«^  tbit 
©f,  is  the  Succeflxon  of  Prophets  in  Ifrael  and  Judah,  whom^'^"''^- 
God  rais'd  up  to  give  them  InftrucStions  and  Exhortations, 
and  to  denounce  his  Threatnings  and  Judgments  againft 
them,  upon  their  perfifting  in  their  Impieties :  And  thefe  he 
appointed,  not  only  to  W2irn  them  by  fVord  of  Mouth,  (as 
his  former  Prophets  had  done)  but  to  commit  their  Admo- 
nitions to  writing,  that  Poftcrity  might  fee  tlie  Ingratitude 
of  his  People,  and  all  other  Nations,  from  their  Backflidings 
and  Punifhments,  might  learn  not  to  do  fo  v.'ickcdiy. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Prophets  was  Hcfea,  the  Son  of  Beeri, 
who,  according  to  the  Introduiiion  to  his  Book,  prophefy'd 
in  the  Reigns  of  Uzziah,  fotham,  Ahaz,  and  Hezekiahi 
Kings  of  Judah,  and  in  the  Days  of  'Jeroboam  the  Ild^ 
King  of  Ifrael ;  and  confequently,  continu'd  to  be  a  Prophet^ 
at  leaft  feventy  Years,  unlefs  we  may  fuppofe,  (as  (f)  feme 
have  done)  that  this  is  a  fpurious  Title  of  fome  antieiit 
Tranfcriber's,  and  that  the  true  Beginning  of  bis  Work  is  at 
the  fecond  Verfe,  The  Beginning  of  the  Word  of  the  Lord 
by  Hofea.  However  this  be,  we  may  obferve,  that  he  fpeaks 
pofitively  of  the  Captivity  of  the  ten  Tribes,  and  inveighs 
flrongly  againft  their  Difoiders ;  that  he  foretells,  that  the 
Kingdom  oifudah  fhould  for  fome  Time  fubfift  after  themj 
but  that  at  length  they  too  fiiould  be  carry 'd  away  captive, 
beyond  the  Euphrates  j  and,  through  the  v.  hole,  lays  open 
the  Sins,  and  declares  the  Judgments  of  God  againft  a  Peo* 
pie,  harden'd,  and  irreclaimable. 

N  2  TrtE 

his  Garden,  in  a  Monument  by  itfelf,  forgetting  Very  probabIy> 
what  he  told  us  before,  that  thefe  Gardens,  at  this  Time,  were 
cover'd  all  over  with  Rubbilh.     Ibid, 

^fjChap.  i.   I.  ("^^Chap.  ii.  2,(s'r.         {e)]ot\\,\%i 

Cf)  Qalmtt\  Dictionary,  upder  the  Word  Hofeui 
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A.  M.         The  next  Prophet  is  Joel,  the  Son  of  Pethuel,  Hemen- 

A*""  cf^"^ft  *'°"^  ^'*^  ^^^^  Judgments,  that  Jmos  does  j  and,  under  the 

1C03,  (^c. '  Idea  of  an  Enemy's  Army,  reprefents  thofe  vaft  Swarms  of 

From       Locufis^  which,  in  his  Time,  fell  upon  Judea,  and  occafi- 

*  '^t'^ynd'  °"'^  ^'■^^t  Defolation.     He  calls  and  invites  the  People  to 

of  2  chron.  Repentance,  and  promifes  Mercy  and  Forgivenefs  to  thofe, 

\jr^'SJ  that  will  liften  to  the  Call.     He  fpeaks  of  the  Teacher  of 

Righteoufnefs,  whom  God  was  to  fend,  and  of  the  Holy 

Spirit y  which  he  was  to  pour  out  upon  all  Flejh  ;  and,   in 

the  Conclufion,  relates  what  glorious  Things  God  would 

do  for  his  Church  in  the  Times  of  the  Gofpel. 

The  next  Prophet  is  Jmos ;  for  he  liv'd  in  the  Days  of 
Uzxiahy  King  of  Judah^  and  of  Jeroboam  the  Ud^  King 
of  Ifrael,  He  begins  his  Prophecies  with  Threatnings  againft 
the  neighbouring  Nations,  that  were  Enemies  to  Jfrael ; 
then  reproves  the  People  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  for  their  Ido- 
latry, Effeminacy,  and  other  Sins  ;  exhorts  them  to  Repen- 
tance, without  which  their  hypocritical  Services  will  do  them 
no  Good  ;  foretells  their  Captivity,  and  other  heavy  Judg- 
ments of  God  3  and,  at  lall,  fpeaks  of  the  Reftoration  of  the 
Church  among  the  Jewsj  and  the  happy  Acceffion  of  the 
Gentiles. 

The  next  Prophet  is  Obadiah  ;  for  be  was  contemporary 
with  Hofea,  Joel,  and  Amos.  He  denounces  God's  Judg- 
ments againft  the  Edomites  for  the  Mifchiefs,  they  had  done 
tojudah  ixAJerufalcm,  whom  he  promifes,  that  they  fhould 
be  victorious  over  thefe  Edomites,  and  their  other  Enemies  ; 
and,  at  laft,  foretells  their  Reformation  and  ReJioration,  and 
that  the  Kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  fhould  be  fet  up  by  the 
bringing  in  of  a  great  Salvation. 

The  Book  of  Jonah  is  an  Hiftory  rather  than  a  Prophecy  j 
and,  if  it  was  written  by  himfelf,  it  is  a  frank  Acknow- 
ledgment of  his  own  Faults  and  Failings,  and  a  plain  Evi- 
dence, that,  in  this  Work,  he  defign'd  God's  Glory,  and 
not  his  own.  Por  it  contains  remarkable  Inftances  of  hu- 
man Frailties  in  the  Prophet,  of  God's  CompalTion  and 
CondefcenHon  to  him,  and  a  noble  Type  of  our  Saviour's 
Burial  and  K-efurrecStion. 

The  other  Prophet,  that  liv'd  in  thefeTimes,  was  Jfaiah, 
the  Son  of  Amos,  whofe  Prophecies  may  be  divided  into 
three  Parts,  T'he  fu  ft  Part  includes  fix  Ciiaptcrs  relating  to 
the  P,.cign  of  Jotham,  the  fix  following  Chapters  relate  to 
the  Reign  of  Aha%,  r.nd  all  the  reft  to  the  Reign  of  Hezekiah. 
The  great  Defign  of  what  he  does,  is,  to  foretell  the  Capti- 
vity of  Babylon,  the  Return  of  the  People  from  that  Cap- 

tivi^K, 
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tivity,  and  the  flourifliing  Kingdom  of  the  MeJJiah  :  But  *    A.  M. 
the  whole  Book  is  highly  ferviceable  to  the  Church  of  God  5°°''  ^f- 
in  all  Ages  for  Conviction  of  Sin,  Direction  in  Duty,  and  ,o"o'    ^).' 
Confolation  in  Trouble  ;  and  its  Author  may  juftly  be  ac-FromiKingi 
counted  a  great  Prophet,  whether  we  confider  the  Extent,  I,"'-  *°  '^^ 
and  Variety,  of  his  Predictions;  the  Sublimity  of  the  Truths,  chron.^ 
which  he  reveals ;  *  the  Majefty  and  Elegancy  of  his  Stile ;  .,yy\J 
the  Loftincfs  of  his  Metaphors,  or  the  Livelinefs  of  his  De- 
fcriptions. 

The    Objection. 

U  T  how  highly  foever  we  may  think  fit  to  commend 
the  Prophet  Ifaiah^  others  there  are,  that  appear 
'*  upon  the  Stage  in  this  Period  of  Time,  whofe  Condu(3: 
''  we  have  Reafon  to  cenfure,  as  not  fo  well  comporting 
*'  with  their  facred  CharaSier.  Lying  and  DiJJimulation  was 
*'  certainly  a  Sin  under  the  Law,  as  well  as  under  the  Gof- 
*'  pel  \  nor  had  the  greateft  Prophet,  by  Virtue  of  his  Call, 
*'  an  Exemption  from  fpeaking  Truth,  any  more  than  the 
*'  meaneft  Man  in  lfrael\  and  yet  we  find  no  lefs  a  Man, 
*'  than  Elijha,  telling  the  Soldiers  {g),  who  were  fent  to 
"  apprehend  him,  a  Parcel  of  Lies,  that  they  were  out  of 
N  3  their 

*  St.  Jerom^  in  his  IntroduBion  to  I/aiaFs  Prophecy,  tells  us, 
that  his  Writings  are,  as  it  were,  an  Abridgment  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  a  Colleftion  of  all  the  moft  uncommon  Know- 
ledge, that  the  Mind  of  Man  is  capable  of.  ^id  loquar  (as 
his  Words  are)  de  Phyjicd,  Ethicd,  ^  Theologicd  P  ^icquid 
SanSiarum  ejl  Scripturarum,  quicquid  potefi  humana  Lingua  pro- 
ferrtt  &'  mortalium  Seti/us  accipere,  ijio  'volumine  continetur.  Hic- 
ron.  Pfcefat.  in  Ifaiah. 

*  Grotius  compares  this  Prophet  with  the  great  Grecian  Ora- 
tor, Demojihenes ;  for,  in  him,  fays  he,  we  meet  with  all  the 
Purity  of  the  Hebieiu  Tongue,  as  in  the  other,  there  is  all  the 
Delicacy,  of  the  Attick  Tafte.  Both  are  fublime  and  magnificent 
in  their  Stile,  vehement  in  their  Emotions,  copious  in  their  Fi- 
gures, and  very  impetuous,  when  they  fet  off  Things  of  an 
enormous  Nature,  or  fuch,  as  are  grievous  or  odious :  But  there 
is  one  Thing,  wherein  the  Prophet  was  fuperior  to  the  Orator, 
and  that  is,  in  the  Honour  of  his  illuftrious  Birth,  and  Relation 
to  the  Royal  Family  of  Judah  ;  and  therefore  what  ^intilian 
fays  of  Corvinus  Me£ala,  may  be  juftly  apply'd  to  him,  'vix. 
that  he  fpeaks  in  an  eafy  flowing  Manner,  and  in  a  Stile,  which 
fhews  him  to  be  a  Man  q{  polity.  Grotius  on  2  Kings  xix.  2, 
and  ^intil,  lib.  x.  c.  20. 

{g)  zKings  vi.  fg,  fe'V. 
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A.  M.  **  their  Way,  had  mtjlaken  their  Road,  and  were  come  to 
5001,  ©"f.  ((  the  wrong  Place  ;  but  that,  if  they  would  commit  them- 
j  °  ■  ^c\  "  felves  to  his  Conduft,  he  would  be  fure  to  carry  them  to 
FioniiKingst'  the  Man  whom  they  wanted:  Which  they,  poor  Crea- 
viii.  to  the  c<  tares,  being  nbvj  f mitt  en  with  Blindncfs^  were  glad  to  ac- 
Chron.  *  *'  ^^P^  *^^'  ^^^  ^°'  ^^  ^^^  Wiles  and  Deceptions  of  this 
^,_/'-y%J*'  Man  of  Godf  were  unhappily  drawn  into  a  Snare. 

"  Nav,  fo  great  a  Propenfity  had  this  Prophet  to  the 
**  common  Art  of  Falftiood  and  Diflimulation,  that,  (h) 
**  when  the  King  of  Syria  fent  to  him  in  a  friendly  Manner, 
**  and,  with  a  large  Prcfent,  even  tempted  him  to  tell  him 
**  the  Truth,  concerning  the  Event  of  his  Sicknefs,  we  find 
**  him  ftill  prevaricating ;  returning  a  fallacious  Anfwer  to 
*'  the  King,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  telling  Hazael  another 
*'  Story,  which  might  probably  at  this  Time,  put  him  in 
*'  the  Thoughts  of  afcending  the  Throne  o^  Syria  (to  (i) 
**  which  he  had  been  anointed  before  by  the  Prophet  Elijah) 
**  by  the  immediate  Murther  of  his  Mafter. 

"  Whether  it  is,  that  Prophets  look'd  upon  themfelves 
*'  zsfuperior  to  Kings,  or,  in  Virtue  of  their  Office,  claim'd 
**  a  Difpenfation  from  die  common  Forms  of  Civilitj'-,  but 
**  fo  it  was,  that  this  fame  EliJ})a  (k),  when  "Joafo  King  of 
*'  Ifrael^  did  Wm  the  Honour  of  a  Vifit  in  his  Sicknefs, 
*'  flew  into  a  Paffion  with  him,  for  no  ether  Pvcafon,  but 
*'  the  fenfelefs  Trifle  of  not  y?r7i/r^  with  an  Arrow  upon 
*'  th^  Ground  as  oft,  as  he  would  have  had  him  :  Nor  can 
•*  we  account,  why  the  High-Prieft  'Jehoiada^  who  (as  to 
*'  fecular  Matters)  was  no  more  thznz  private  Man,  fhould 
*'  take  upon  him  to  place  'Jehoajh  upon  theThrone  of  Judahy 
f  *  without  the  general  Confcnt  of  all  the  States  of  the  King- 

^*  dom,  unlefs  we  may  fuppofe, That  he  afFedted  the 

**  Regency^  during  the  Minority  of  the  Prince,  and  upon 
*'  that  Account,  was  as  afluming  in  his  Way,  as  if  he  had 
"  been  a  Prophet.  ^4. 

**  These  Priefts,  and  Prophets  then  (we  may  fay  with 
*'  the  Apojile)  were  Men  of  the  like  Pajftons,  as  ive  are  ; 
**  but  then  it  is  to  be  hop'd,  that  they  dy'd  in  Charity,  un- 
*'  lefs  we  may  except  the  Prophet  Zechariahy  who,  in  fuf- 
i**  fering  Martyrdom,  call'd  upon  God  (/)  to  avenge  his 
**  Death,  as  did  not  St.  Stephen,  who,  when  he  was  expir- 
**  ing,  kneeled  down,  and  pray'd  for  his  Murtherers,  {m) 
**   Lord,  lay  not  this  Sin  to  their  Charge. 

«  JEHU, 

« 

{h)  Ibid.  viii.  8.  ijc.      (i)  1  Kings  xix.  .15       (k)  z  Kings  xiii. 
14,  ^f.       l/)a  Chron.xxiv.  22.       (w)  Ai^s  vii.  60. 
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^^  y  E  HUf   in   his  Time,  was  certainly  the  ?JimJler     a.  M. 
"  of  God  to  execute  Wrath  upon  the  Houfe  oi  Abab  j   but  ^°„''/;.^;5.' 
*'  then  we  know  very  well,  that  the  Ends  of  Divine  Provi-  ,003,  &c. 
"  deuce  are  not  to  be  fcrv'd  by  any  indirect  Means,  nor      From 
*'  can  Lying  and  Diffimulation,  in  any  Senfe,  be  proper  /u^h"  gj]"' 
*'  Expedients  to  accomplifh  his  Defigns ;  and  yet  we  find  of  2  Chron. 
"  this  fame  Jehu  tranfcending  bis  Commiflion,  and  («)  fal-  >>^'~Sii 
**  ling  upon  Jhazial)^  King  oijudah,,  (where  he  was  flain, 
**  'tis  not  agreed,)  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  becaufe  he  hap- 
'*  pen'd  to  be  in  the  King  of  Ifrael's  Company.     We  find 
**  him  {0)  under  the  Pretence  of  a  greater  Zeal  for  Idol- 
*'  Worfhip,  than  ever    Ahab   had,  drawing  all  the  Priefts 
*'  and  Worfhippers  of  Baal.,  like  fo  many  lame  Cattle,  in- 
**  to  a  Penfold,  and  there  flaughtering  them  :  Tho'  how 
*'  they  came  to  pay  any  Regard  to  his  Proclamation,  who 
**  had  made  already  {/>)  fuch  Havock  among  them,  or  how 
**  the  Temple  of  this  falfe  God  fhould  be  able  to  contain  all 
*'  its  Worfhippers,    whom  the  Connivance  of  the   Law, 
*'  and  Countenance  of  the  Court,  had  made  fo  numerous, 
*'  we  cannot  well  imagine.     Nay,  we  find  him  calling  upon 
*'  Jehonadab,  the  Son  oi  Rechab,  to  be  a  Witnefs  [q)  of  his 
*'  Zeal  for  the  Lord,  and  yet  this  vile  Reformerof  others  con- 
*'  tinues  in  the  Worfliip  of  the  Golden  Calves,  which  were 
**  Objedls  not  much  better,  than  the  Images  of  Baal',  and 
*'  tho'  he  will  not  depart  from  the  5/«(7/' Jeroboam,  zvh^ 
"  madeKr&el  to  fin,  receives  this  Commendation  from  God 
*'  himfelf,   (r)  Becaufe   thou  hafi   done    well,  in   executing 
"  that ^which  %vas  right  in  mine  Eyes,  therefore  thy  Children 
"  of  the  fourth  Generation  flj all  Jet  on  the.  Throne  of  Ifrael. 

*'  Wicked  Princes  are  by  Principle  Enemies  to  good 
*'  Men ;  but  why  fehoram.  King  of  IfraeU  ftiould  be  for 
*'  taking  away  the  Life  of  the  Prophet  Eli/ha,  who  had 
*'  been  fo  very  ferviceable  to  him  in  his  Wars  againft  Syria ^ 
**  and  that  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  becaufe  Samaria  was 
*'  befieg'd,  and  reduc'd  to  the  laft  Extremity  of  Famine, 
**  (as  if  it  had  been  in  the  Prophet's  Power  either  to  make 
*'  the  Enemies  Army  withdraw,  or  (s)  to  open  fVindows  in 
**  Heaven,  and  make  it  rain  Corn,  as  it  once  did  Manna^ 
*'  is  beyond  our  Conception. 

*'  But    of  all   the  Characters,    that  appear  upon  the 

*'  Stage,  in  this  Period  of  Time,  the  moft  unaccountable  is, 

*'  that   of  Jonah,  a   fad,  tefty,  fplenetick  Creature,  who, 

N  4  '*  upon 

(«)  2  Kings  ix.  27.  (0)  Ibid.  x.  18.  (p)\h\d.wtr.  17, 
(q)  Ibid.  ver.  15,  16.    (r)  Ibid.  ver.  30.    (x)Ibid.  Chap.  vii.  3, 
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A.  M.    "  upon  every  Tirrn,  is  growing  angry  with  God,  and,  if 

aT/ chrHl  *'  ^^  ^"^^  "°''  ^'^  ^^^^  Jn  every  Idling,  wifhing  to  die  ;  who 
1003,  Gff.  *'  repines  at  Providence,  bccaufe  {t)  it  is  flow   to  Anger^ 
From      '<  and  of  great  Kindnefs^  and  had  rather  fee 'the  whole  City 
Jo^h?Enf' "  °^  Nineveh  hiid  in  Allies,  than  that  one  Tittle  of  his  Pro- 
of 2  ciiron,"  phecy  fhould  be  unaccomplifti'd.     And  therefore,  if  God 
\jf'>f^  ''  forefaw,  that,  upon  the  Ninevites  Repentance,  his  Com- 
"  minations  would  be  null,  a  Perfon  of  another  Caft  had 
*'  been  a  properer  Mefl'enger,  fince  all  he  had  to  carry  was 
**  but  a  fhort  Admonition  ;  which,  before  he  had  gone  half 
*'  through  fo  large  a  City,  was  in  Danger  of  becoming  a 
**  Thread-bare  Story.'' 
jtnfiuet-'d,        ^^-  PAUL,  fpeaking  of  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel, 
iyjkewing  and  the  feeming  Infufficiency  of  the  Means,  which  God  had 
tbcReaJon    gniploy'd  to  effcdt  it,  hasthefe  remarkable  Words:——— 
emplofd      (")  Te  fee  your  calling.  Brethren^  how  not  many  wife  Men 
Jonah,         after  the  Flejh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  called  ; 
but  God  hath  chofen  the  fooli/h  Things  of  the  World  to  con- 
found the  wife,  the  weak  Things  of  the  World  to  confound  the 
mighty,  the  bafe  Things  of  the  World,  and  Things  that  are 
defpifed,  yea,  and  Things  that  are  not,  to  bring    to  yiought 
Things  that  are,  that  no  Flefl)  fl)ould  glory  in  his  Prefence  : 
And  then  proceeding  to  fpeak  of  himfelf ;  (x)  And  I,  Bre- 
thren, fays  he,  vjhen  I  came  to  you,  came  not  with  Excellen- 
cy of  Speech,  or  of  Wifdcm,  declaring  unto  you  the  Tejiimo- 
ny  of  God;  but  was  with  you  in  Weaknefs,  and  Fear,  and 
in  ?nuch  Trembling ;  and  my  Speech  and  my  Preaching  was  not 
with  enticing  Words  of  Man's  Wifdom,  but  in  Demonjlra- 
tion  of  the   Spirit,  and  of  Power  ;    that  your  Faith  Jhould 
notjland  in  the  Wifdom  of  Men,  but  in  the  Power  of  God. 
Now,  if  God  in  the  Converfion  of  the  World  to  Chrif- 
tianity,  made  ufe  of  Injiruments,  in   themfelves  fo  incom- 
petent for  the  Work,  left  the  Work  might  be  imputed  to 
human  Powers  ;  by  Parity   of  Reafon    we  may    prefume, 
that,  in  the  Converfion  of  the   Ninevites,  God  might  not 
employ  a  Prophet  of  the  heft  natural  Temper  and  Qiialifica- 
tions,  (fince   Ifaiah  was  then  of  Age,  and  feems    to  have 
been  better  fitted  for  fiich  a  Miffion)  that  the  Glory  of  the 
Event  might  not  be  afcrib'd  to  any  innate  Abilities  of  the 
Prophet,  but  to  the  folc  Power  of  God,  which  accompany'd 
him,  and  (y)  made  the  Foolijhnefs  of  his  Preaching  (as  the 
Jpe/tle  expreffes  it)  effectual  to  fave  them  that  believed. 

We 

(/}  Jonah  iv.  2,  (a)  i  Cor.  i.  26,  ^f.  (x)  Ibid, 

ii.  I,  ^f.  {y)  1  Cor.  i.  21. 
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We  muft  not  imagine  however,  that,  in  his  Addrefs  to    a.  m. 
the  People  of  Nineveh^  the  Prophet  had  nothing  to  fay,  ^^^Xnx'^l\^ 
this  one   Sentence,  Yet  forty  Days ^  and  Nineveh  Jhali   beio,\,(^c.' 
overthrown.     This  indeed  was  the  Sum  and  Subftance  of  his     From 
Preaching:  But  we  may  well  prefume,  that   he  took/ fre- 'g^j^^^gj^'^"' 
quent  Occaflons  to  expatiate  upon  it ;  by  reminding  them  of  of  2  chron. 
the  Number,  and  Nature,  and  feveral  Aggravations  of  their  u/'V^^" 
Offences }  by  acquainting  them  with  the  Holinefs,  Juftice,'^^";.'^"'^"'.' 
and  Omnipotence  of  God ;  that  Holinefs,  which  could  t\oX.j    '^      '■'" 
behold  Iniquity  without  Deteftation  j  that  Ju/iice^  which, 
fooner  or  later,  would  not  fuffer  it  to  go  unpunifh'd  j  and 
that  Almighty  Power ^  which  could,  in  a  Moment,  lay  the 
ftatelieft  Cities  in  Aflies  j  by  exhorting  them  to  Repentance, 
from  a  Dread  of  his  impending  Judgments  j  and  by  inftru6t- 
ing  them  in  the  Method  of  pacifying  his  Wrath,  and  effect- 
ing a  Reconciliation  with  him. 

Some  of  the  Antients  are  of  Opinion,  that  fonah   re- Why  it  was 
cetv'd  no  Orders  from  God  to  limit  the  Defl:ru6iion  of  Ni-  "°t  immcdi. 
neveh  to  forty  Days^  becaufe  there  is  no  fuch  Time  fix'd  in'*^'^';V'*^" 
his  InflruSiions  ;  all  that  God  appoints  him  to  do,  is,  {'z.)  to 
go  unto  Nineveh,  that  great   City,  (as  he  calls  it)  a7id   to 
preach  unto  it  that  Preachings    which  he  Jhould  bid   him  : 
And  therefore    they  fuppofe,  that  the  Space   oi  forty  Days 
was  an  Addition  of  the  Prophet's  own,  and,  for  that  Rea- 
fon,  not  exa6lly  fulfilled  :   But   there  is  no  Occafion   for 
charging  him  with  any  fuch  Falfification^  fince  the  Commi- 
mtions  of  God  are  always  conditional,  and   anfwer  his  gra- 
cious  Purpofes  much  better,  when  they  are  averted,  than 
when  they  are  executed. 

And  indeed,  tho',  in  this  Cafe,  they  were  averted  for  z  But  in -what 
while,  yet,  when  the  People  relaps'd  into  their  former  lni-^"'f''  ""'^ 
quities,  the  Prophet's  Prediction  did  not  fail  of  its  Accom-  ^/^^  ",•, 
plifliment.     For,  if  we  take  the  forty  Days  to  denote  forty  was.' 
Tears,  a  Day  for  a  Year,  and  the  Overthrowing  of  Nine- 
veh, not  to  fignify  its  fnal  Deftrudtion,  but  only  the  Sub- 
vcrfion  (a)  of  that  antient  Empire  of  the  AJfyrians,  which 
had  govern'd   Afia  for  above  thirteen  hundred  Years,  and 
was  deftroy'd  under  the  effeminate  King  Sardanapalus ;  then 
was  the  Prophecy  literally  fulfilled,  and  from  its  Fulfilling 
we  may  trace  the  Time  of  Jonah's  Miflion. 

But  tho'  this  Prophecy  of  Jonah  was  not  fulfilled  at  the 
End  of  forty  Days,  as  he  expedted,  and,  at  the  End  of  for- 
ty 

[z]  Jonah  iii.    2.  [a]  Pridnaux's  Connexion,  at  the 

Beginning. 
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A.M.     ty  JTears,  there  was  only  a  Deftrudlion  of    the  Monarchy^ 

Ant' Cbrif  '^'^^  "^^  ^^  ^''^  ^'^y '  y^'  '^'^  miraculous  Prefervation  in  the 
1003,  &c.  IVhate's  Belly  gave  him  fuch  Ciciiit,  that  it  was  always  be- 
Fiom      liev'd,  that  the  Time  of  lis  Acconiplilliment  was  uncertain. 
Jo^e^End''  ^  "  ^^"'^  Purpofe  we  find  loblt  {b)  giving  his  Son  Toiias  In- 
of  2  Chron.  ftru6lions  to   depart  out  ot  Nineveh,  becaufe    thofe  Things^ 
»,,.'-\ONi>  which    the  Prophet   Jonah  fpake,  fijculd  certaiidy  come   t.o 
pafs :     And   accordingly,  before  Tobias  died,  he   heard  of 
the  DeJiruSiion  of  Nineveh,  which  was  taken  by  Nebucho- 
donofor,  and  Ahaftiuerus  :     [c)  For  thefe  two  Princes,  be- 
ing related  by  Marriage,  enter'd  into  a  Confederacy  againft 
the  Affyriam,  and,  joining  their  Forces  together,  befieg'd 
this  City,  and,  after  having  taken  it,  and  flain  Saracus,  the 
King  thereof,  they  utterly  deftroy'd  it,  and  from  that  Time 
made  Babylon  the  Place  of  royal  Refidence,  and  the  fole  Me- 
tropolis of  the  Affyrian  Monarchy.     Thus  was  the  Predic- 
tion of  7<?«^/;»  concerning  the  Defl:ru£lion  of  Nineveh,  (tho* 
not  in  the  Time,  which  he  had  prefix'd)  fulfilled  ;  nor  can 
the  Delay  of  it  be  look'd  upon  as  any  Breach  of  the  Divine 
Veracity,  whatever  Uneafinefs   it  gave    the  Prophet.     The 

Truth  of  the  Matter  is, "Jonah  was   a  Man  of  an 

unhappy  Temper,  peevifh,  and-  pafTionate,  and,  in  this 
Cafe,  fearful  of  being  accounted  a  falfe  Prophet,  of  having 
his  Miniftry  expos'd  to  Contempt,  or  his  Perfon  perhaps 
to  Violence  from  the  Ninevites,  becaufe  the  Event  did  not 
anfvver  the  Predidtion.  And  the  proper  Leflun,  we  are  to 
learn  from  his  Behaviour,  is, that  the  Gift  of  Prophe- 
cy does  not  alter  Men's  natural  Tempers,  nor  fet  them 
above  the  Level  of  human  Fraiity.  For  {d)  we  have  this 
Treafure  (as  the  Apojlle  fpeaks)  in  earthen  Veffels,  that  the 
Excellency  of  the  Power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us. 
lliiha'i  That  Stratagems  in  War,  and  other  Artifices  to  delude 
^'"^ '° '^^ znA  enfnare  an  Enemy,  are  not  prohibited  by  the  Law  of 
juMy'd.'^'"^^^'*  ^^^  Generality  of  Cafuijis  are  agreed;  and  therefore, 
upon  the  Suppofition,  that  Elif})a\  Speech  to  Bcnhadad's 
Men  was  fram'd  on  Purpofe  to  deceive,  he  did  no  more, 
than  make  ufe  of  the  common  Privilege,  which  every  Na- 
tion, engag'd  in  War  with  another,  is  permitted  to  employ  : 
But,  upon  a  nearer  Examination,  we  cannot  charge  his 
Words  with  a  dire^  Faljloood,  tho'  we  muft  allow,  that 
there  is  fome  Ambiguity  in  them. 

V/hen 

(b)  Tobit  xiv.  8,  l^c.  (<:)  Prideanx's  Connexion,  An- 

no  613,  (</)  2  Cor.  iv.  7. 
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When  the  Prophet perceiv'd,  that  the  Syrian  Army  had    A.  m. 
encompafs'd  the  Place,  where  he  abode,  he  went  out  of  the]^"^°['^^^[j^ 
City,  and  told  them,  (<?)  This    is  not   the  Way^  neither  /V1003,  Se- 
this the  City,  viz.  where  they  would    find   the  Man,  for Ff^mi Kings 
whom  they  were  fent ;  becaufe,  at  that  Time,  he  was  come^l^'j  "^"^"'^ 
out  of  the  City,  and  therefore,  if  they  proceeded   in    their chion. 
March,  they  would  be  fure  tomifs  of  him.     But  follow  me,  ^•"Y'NJ 
and  I  will  bring  ye  to  the  Man,  whom  ye  feek  ;  and  fo  he 
did,  but  not  in  the  Manner,  it  muft   be  own'd,  that  they 
either  expedted,  or  defir'd.     The    whole  Condu<5l   of  the 
Prophet  therefore,  in  this  Refpe<5l,  was  no  more,  than  what 
the  Pra6tice  of  War  always  allows,  "Atl.  z  Feint  to  cover 
his    real  Defigns,  and,  by   counterfeit    Motions,  and   falfe 
Alarms,  to  draw  the  Enemy  into   fuch  Intricacies,  that  he 
might  come  upon  them,  and  furprize  them,  when  they  lead 
of  all  thought  of  it. 

The  Formality  of  a  Lye  (as  fome  will  have  it)  does  not 
confift  fo  much  in  faying  what  is  untrue,  as  in  making  a 
falfe  Reprefentation  of  Things  with  a  Purpofe  to  do  hurt  : 
But  the  Prophet's  generous  Treatment  of  the  Enemy,  when 
he  had  them  at  his  Mercy,  (hews,  that  he  had  no  Maligni- 
ty in  his  Intention,  no  Defign  to  make  an  Advantage  of  their 
Deception,  but,  on  the  contrary,  took  the  moft  efFedtual 
Means,  both  to  cure  their  inveterate  Hatred  againft  the  If- 
raelites,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  the  Worfhip  and  Service  of 
the  true  God,  who  had  wrought  fuch  a  Miracle  for  their 
Conviction,  as  well  as  the  Prefervation  of  his  Prophet. 

(f)  H  E  fmote  them   with   Blindnefs,  according    to    the  the  Nature 
Word  of  Eliiha  :  But  then  we  are  not  to  imagine,  that  this"//^"'" 
Blindntfs  was  fo  total,  that  they  quite  loft  the  Ufe  of  their  ^^'^'^".f'' 
Eyes,  but  only,  that  it  was  fuch  a  Dimnefs,  and  Confufion  they  auffted 
in  their  Sight,  as  hinder'd  them  from  diftinguifhing  one  Ob- "/  "  Guide, 
je(fl  from  another,  the  City  of  Dothan,  for  Inftance,  from 
the  City  of  Samaria :  Even,  in  like  Manner  as  we  read  of 
the  People  of  Sodom,  that  when  the  Angels  [g)  fmote  the?n 
with  Blindnefs,  (which  they  migiit  eafily  do  by  fome  fmall 
Alteration  either  in  their  Sight,  or  in  the  Air)  they  wearied 
themfelves    to  find  out  Lot' j  Door.     They  faw   the  Houfe, 
it  feems,  but  did  not  difcern  the  Door,  becaufe  this  fudden 
Diforder  in  their  Imagination,  might  either  make  the  Door 
appear  to  them  like  the  folid  Wall,  or  the  folid  Wall  like 
fomany  Doors. 

This 

{e)  2  Kings  vi.  19.     (f)  Ibid.  ver.  18.     {g)  Gen.  xix,  11. 
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^A.  M.         This  is  no  more,  than  what  happens  to  feveral  Men  in 
Ant' C^ift  ^^^^  Liquor ;  that,  tho'   their  Eyes  be  open,  and  can  per- 
1003,  fiff.  ceive  the  feveral  Objedls,  that  furround  them,  yet  they  can- 
FromiKingsnot  difcem  wherein  they  differ.     And,  if  we  may  fuppofe 
End  of  2*^*   that  the  5yni7«  Army   was  under  the  liicc  «o§ao-(a,  (as  the  . 
Chron.        Greeks  very  happily    term  it)  we   need  no  longer  wonder, 
V^V"^  that  they  readily  accepted  of  a   Guide^  who  offer'd  his  Ser- 
vice, and  befpoke  them  fair,  f  whom  they  might  indeed  take 
for  fome  Deputy   of  the  Town,  with  Authority  to  deliver 
up  the  Prophet  to  them)  than  that  a  Drunkard,  who,  after 
a  long  while   having  loft  his  Way,  and  found  himfelf  be- 
wilder'd,  fhould  be  thankful  to  any  Hand,  that  would  pro- 
mife  to  condudl  him  fafe  home. 
Wbat^W.        (^)  That  Hazael  was  never,  in  a  ftriftSenfe,  anointed 
jah'5  anoint-  by   Elijah,  to    be  Benhadad's   SuccefTor,  is   evident  from 
ing  of  Ha-  what  appears  of  him  in  facred  Hiftory.     For,  when  he  came 
zael  mcani.  ^^  ^Q^{y\^  £Ujha  concerning  his  Matter's  Illnefs,  (which 
was  a  confiderable  while  after  the  Prophet  Elijah's  Tranfla- 
tion)  we  find,  by  the  whole  Interview,  that  he  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  his  own  Defignation  for  the  Throne  of  Syria, 
which  he  could  not  have  been,  had  he  been  anointed  before 
this  Time.  Either  therefore  we  muft  take  the  Word  in  z.  fi- 
gurative Senfe,  to  denote  no  more  than   God's  Purpofe,  or 
Determination,  that  Hazael  fhould  fucceed  in  the  Throne  of 
Syria,  to  execute  the  Defigns  of  his  Providence    upon  the 
People   of  Ifrael,  even  as  Cyrus,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  is 
called  (?)  the  Lord's  Anointed,  tho'  he  was  never  properly 
anointed  by  God ;  or,  if  we  take  it  in  a  literal  Senfe,  we 
muft  fuppofe  fome  Reafon,  why  Elijah  wav'd  the  Executi- 
on of  that  Command,  even  becaufe  he  forefaw  the  manv 
fore  Calamities,    which    Hazael,    when  advanc'd    to   the 
Crown  of  Syria,  would  bring  upon  Ifrael,  and  thereupon 
prevail'd  with  God,  that  he  might  be  excus'd  from  that  un- 
grateful Office,  and  that,  in  his  Time  at  leaft,  a  Succeffion, 
which  would  be  attended  with  fuch  direful  Confequences, 
might  not  commence. 
Hh  Mtjrage      ^T  niay  poffibly  be  thought  indeed,  that  Elijha's  foretell- 
to  Benhadad  ing  his  Advancement  to  the  Throne  might  be  a  Spur,  and 
"^{"'"'i*.     Inticement,  to  his  Ambition ;  but  the  Means,  whereby  he  ac- 
"cated!"  '     complifli'd  his  Defign,  were  entirely  from  his  own  wicked 
and  corrupt  Mind,  which  would  not  ftay  for  the  ordinary 
Methods  of  Divine  Providence  to  bring  it  innocently  about, 

but 

{h)  Le  Clerc's  Commentary  on  i  Khigs  xix,  15.  and  Scriptwre 
vindicated,  Partii.  (»)  Ifaiahxiv.   i. 
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but  chofe  rather  to  carve  for  himfelf,  ami,  by  murthering    A.  m. 
his  Mafter,  to  cut  him  out  a  more  compendious  Way    o^  ],'^°'' ^f* 
coming  into   immediate  PofTeffion.     And    this   folves    thCjJ'J^^  ^'^* 
feeming  Difficulty  of  the  Prophet's  fending  one  Anfwer  to      From  * 
Benhadad,  and    telling  Hazael  quite   another  Story  :  For, '  *V""-l'''i'* 
when  Hazael  underftood  that  his  Mailer's  Difeafe  was  rnor-  ^^^  ^  chron. 
tal^  but  that,  if  no  Violence  interven'd,  he  might  eafily  get  \^„^y\J 
over  that  Indifpofition,  (for  that  is  the  Senfe  of  (k)  he  may 
certainly  recover)  and  at  the  fame  Time,  was  told  by  the 
Prophet,  that  he  would  not  however  recover,  becaufe  he 
forefaw  that  Violence  would  be  us'd  to  take  av/ay  his  Life, 
(as  this  is  the  Senfe  of  he  Jhall  furely  die)  Hazael  went  his 
Way,  and,  not  willing  to  truft 'Providence  with  his  Matter's 
Kecovery,  took  care,  the  next  Morning,  to  have  him  dif- 
patch'd. 

There  is  however  another,  and  (as  feme  think)  a  much 
plainer  Interpretation  of  the  Prophet's  Words :  For,  fince 
this  is  a  Paflage,  which  admits  of  a  various  Le6tion,  the  Ad- 
verb lo  (as  it  is  in  the  Textual  Reading)  fignifies  «c/,  but  in 
our  Tranflation  (which  in  this  Place  follows  the  Marginal) 
it  is  render'd  to  him  :  So  that,  if  the  Hehrexv  Text  be  right, 
(as  fome  learned  Men,  upon  Examination,  have  given  it  the 
Preference)  the  plain  Reading  of  the  Words  will  be,  Ga 
fay,  thou /halt  furely  not  live ;  for  the  Lord  hath  Jheived  mc, 
that  thou  Jhalt  furely  die.  This  was  the  Senfe  of  the  Pro- 
phet's Anfwer  to  Benhadad  j  but  Hazael,  who  was  a 
wicked  Man,  went,  and  told  him  a  quite  contrary  Thing, 
on  Purpofc  to  lull  him  into  a  State  of  Security,  that  thereby 
he  might  have  a  fairer  Opportunity  of  accomplifliing  his  De- 
fign  upon  him. 

Thus,  whether  the  Marginal  or  Textual  Reading  be 
right,  and  confequently,  whether  the  Prophet's  Meflage  to 
Benhadad  be  taken  in  an  affirmative,  or  negative,  Senfe,  he 
cannot  juftly  be  charg'd  with  Bafenefs  and  Ingratitude^ 
fince,  whether  he  accepted  of  his  Prefent,  or  no,  'tis  ma- 
nifeft,  that  he  could  not  return  him  any  falfe  and  delufive 
Anfwer :  And  yet  the  more  probable  Opinion  is,  that,  in 
Conformity  to  his  Pradice,  in  the  Cafe  of  Naaman  tiie  Le- 
per, he  did,  upon  this  Occafion,  reject  the  good  Things  of 
Damafcus,  which  Benhadad  fcnt,  becaufe  the  fame  Reafons, 
which  induc'd  him  to  refufe  them  from  the  Hand  of  Naa- 
man, were  ftill  in  Force,  and  might  equally  prevail  with 
him  not  to  accept  them  from  the  Hand  of  Hazad 

Thus 
{^)  2  Kings  viiii  10. 
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A.  M.         Thus,  with  Regard  to  Benhadad^    King  of  Syria ^   the 
Ant' Ch^ift  P''°P'''ct  ftands  clear   of  any   Imputation  of   Falfhood,    or 
1C03,  fife.  Ingratitude  ;  ai/d,  in  like  Manner,  if  we  confider  the  Macter, 
From      as  it  flood  between  him,  and  Joajh  King  of  Ifrael^  we  (hall 
to^he'End  ^"^  "°  Unbecoming  Paflion,   or  Pcevilhnefs  in  his  Condudt, 
of  %  Chron.  but  a  great  deal  of  Zeal  and  Concern  for  the  Honour  both 
4>'V>o  of  his  King  and  Country.     For,  whether  King  JoaJJ),  be- 
His  Beba'■^i.f^JJ.Q   tiiis    Interview  with  E/iJha,  was  acquainted,  or  not, 
"n/i  amifs.     W''^  ^^^  Nature  of  Parabolical  Actions,  whereby  Prophets 
more   efpecially  were  accuftom'd   to  reprefent  future   E- 
vcnts  ;  by  the  Comment,    which  Eli/ha  made  upon  the  firfl; 
Arrow  that  he  fhot,   (which  he  calls  (/)  the  Arrow  of  De- 
liverance from  Syria)    he  could  not   but  perceive,  that  this 
was   a  fymholical  Adlion,    and  inteiided   to  prefigure   his 
Vidtories   over  that  Nation  ;  and  therefore,  as  the  firfl  Ac- 
tion  of  fliQoting   was  a    Kind   of  Prelude   to  the  War,  he 
could  not  but    underftand    farther,  (even    though  the  Pro- 
phet had  faid  nothing  to    him)   that  this  fecond    Action  of 
Jiriki^jg  the   Ground  with  the  Arrow,  was  to  portend    the 
Number  of  the  Vidtories,    he   was  to   obtain,     (m)    But 
then,  if  we  may  fuppofe  with  the  Generality   of  Interpre- 
ters, that  the  Prophet  had  appriz'd  him  before-hand,  that 
fuch  was    the  fymholical  Intent  of  what  he  now  put   him 
upon;    that  the  oftner  he  fmote  upon   the  Ground,  the 
more  would  their  Vi^ories  be,  which  his  Arms  (hould  ob- 
tain i  that  this  was  the   Decree  of  Heaven,  and  that  thus, 
in  fome  Meafure,  his  Succefs  in  War  was  put  in  his  own 
Power  J  the   King's  Condudl   was    utterly  inexcufable,    if 
diffident  of  the  Prophet's  Promife,  and,  conriderii^;g  the  vaft 
Strength  of  the  Kings  of  Syria,  more   than   the  Power   of 
God  that  was  engag'd  on  his   Side,  he  flopp'd  his  Hand, 
after  he  had  fmote  thrice ;  fuppofmg  indeed,  that  the  Pre- 
diction would  never  have  been   fulfilled,  had  he  gone  on, 
,and  fmote  upon  the  Earth  oftner.     Upon  the   v/hole  there- 
fore, the   Prophet    had  juft  Reafon  to  be  offended  at  the 
King,  for  not  believing  God,  who  had  done  fo  many  fignal 
Miracles  in  Favour  of  the  Ifraelites ;  for  not  believing  him, 
v/ho  (according  to  his  own  Acknowledgment)  had  been   a 
conftant  Defender  of  the  State,  («)  the  Chariot   of  Ifrael, 
and  the  Plorfemen  thereof,  and  now,  in  his  dj'ing  Hours,  was 
full  of  good  Wifhes  and   Intentions  for  his  Countrv  ;  and, 
by  this  Unbelief  of  his,  for  eclipfing  the  Glory  of  his  own 

Armsj 

(I)  2  Kings  xiii.  17.        (m)  Le  C/frc's  Commentary  on 
2  Kings  xiii.  19.        (k)  Ibid.  ver.  14. 


,  viour  men' 
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Arms,  and  curtailing  the   Number  of  his   Vi<^ories :  For,     A.  M. 
(0)  thou  Jhouldeji  have  fmiiten  five  or  fix  Times,   (fays  the  ^^'^'^^  ^'' 
Prophet  to  the  King)  then  Jhouidjl  thou  have  fmitten  Syria,  /J'p^^^^'J' 
////  thou   hadji  confumed  it,  whereas  now   thsu  flyalt  fmite      From 
Syria  but  thrice.  '  ^^"F''  ■^'''i- 

{p)  BEHOLD  I  fendunto  you  Prophets,  a»d  wife  Men^'^^^^^'^^^ 
and  Scribes,  (fays  our  bleffed  Saviour,  upbraiding  the  Jezvs  y^r^  j 
with  their  bloody  Perfecuticns  of  the  Righteous)  and  feme  ff^f>ether  thii 
of  them  ye  (hall  kill,  and  crucify,  and  fame  of  them  ye  (hall  ^^'^''3"ah 

■J.  r    ■'  p  1  r     i     .1  I-  n-  ■uJas  the  fame 

fcourge  in  your  Synagogues,  and  perjecute  them  jrom  Ctty  to  ^i,h  him 
City;  that  upon  you  may  come  all  the  righteous   Blood,  /hed-^homourSz- 
upon  the  Earth,  from  the  Blood  of  righteous  Abel,  unto  the  ^'.' 
Blood  of  Zechariah,  the  Son  of  Barachiah,  xvhom  ye  fiew  be- 
tween  the   Temple  and  the    Altar  :    And    hereupon    fome 
Names  of  great  Authority  have  inferr'd,  that  the  Zecha- 
riah, Son  of  the  High-Prieft,  whom  'Joa(h,  King  of  Judah, 
commanded  to  be   flain,  was   the   fame  with  the  Perfon, 
whom    our   Saviour   here  mentions  ;  for,   tho'  he  calls  his 
Father  by  a  different  Name,  Barachiah,  and  not  ^fehoiada, 
yet  this  he  might  do,  fay  they,  to  denote  the  Divine  Graces, 
which  were  fo  confpicuous  in  him  ;  for  io  the  Word    Ba- 
rachiah means. 

It  muft  be  obferv'd  however,  that  as  there  is  a  Diffe- 
rence in  thefe  two  Perfons,  not  only  in  Regard  to  their  Fa- 
ther's Names,  but  to  the  Place  likewife,  where  they  fuffer'd, 
the  one  [q)  between  the  Temple  and  the  Akar,  i.  e.  in  the 
Court  of  the  Priejls,  and  the  other  (r)  in  the  Court  of  the 
Houfe  of  the  Lord,  i.  e.  in  the  Court  of  the  Ifraelites,  where 
he  was  mounted  on  high,  and  inveighing  againft  their  Ido- 
latry, there  are  fome  Grounds  jto  believe,  that  the  Zecharias 
in  the  Gofpel  is  not  the  fame  with  him,  wbofe  Death  we 
find  recorded  in  the  Chronicles  of  the  Kings  of  Judah. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour,  it  muft  be  own'd,  net  only  fore- 
told the  utter  Excifion  of  the  Jeivs,  but  defcrib'd  likewife 
feveral  preceding  Calamities,  almoft  in  the  very  Manner, 
wherein  their  own  Hijiorian  has  related  them.  Now,  in 
the  Times  of  the  Jewi/h  War,  Jofephus  {s)  makes  mention 
of  one  Zacharias,  and  gives  us  thefe  Circumfl:ances  con- 
cerning his  Murther  ;  ■  That  he  was  the  Son  of  one 
Baruch,  a  Man  of  the  firfl  Rank,  and  of  great  Authority, 
Virtue,  and  Wealth,  a  Friend  to  all  good  Men,  and  a  con- 

Itant 

(0)  Ibid.  ver.  19.  (p)  Matth.  xxiii.  34,  fffr.  (q)  Matth. 
xxiii.  35.         (r)  2  Chron.  xxlv.  21.  (s)  Hiftory  of  the 

Jewifh  Wars, lib.  i.e.  5. 


2q8  Ihe  Wpry  of  the  BIBLE,        Book  VI. 

A.  M.     ftant  Enemy  to  the  Wicked  j  that  his  Son  Zacharias  was, 
3°°^»  ^^:  by  the  Zealots  of  that  Time,  look'd  upon  as  a  Man  fo  very 
ioo\,(Sc.   popular,  that  they  could  not  think    themfelves  fafe,  with- 
Fiom     out  taking  away  his  Life  j  that  to  this  Purpofe  they  brought 
*  ^'"2^^'"' him  before  zjham  Court  oi  their  own  ere^ing,  where  they 
of  2  Chron.  accus'd  him  of  a  Confpiracy  to  betray  Jerufalem  to  the  Ro- 
\^yy\^  manS)  and  of  holding  a  cri?7iinal  Corrcfpondence  with  Fef" 
pajiaiif    that,   upon  his  Trial,  his    Innocence  appear'd  fo 
clear,  and  the  Accufations  againft  him  fo  falfe    and   mali- 
cious, that  their  own  Court,  contrary  to  their  Expe6lation, 
acquitted  him  j  but  that,  after  he  was  acquitted,  two  Ruf- 
fans  of  their  Company  fell  upon  him,  and,  having  mur- 
ther'd  him  in  the  Middle  of  the  Temple,  threw  his    dead 
Body  down  the  Precipice,  whereon  it  ftood. 

This  is  the  Perfon  fas  others  imagine)  that  our  Saviour 

intends ;  for  as  he  begins  with  Abel.,  the  firft  Inftance  of  a 

Perfon  fufFering  by  Violence,  'tis  but  reafonable,  they  thinkf 

that  he  fhould  conclude  with  one  of  the  lateft  among   the 

Jews  while  their  Government  fubfifted  j  and  therefore  they 

look  upon  our  Lord's  Words,  not  as  a  Recital  of  what  had 

been  done,  but  a  PrediSiion  of    what  would    be   done  ; 

and  a  glorious  Evidence  it  is  of  his  Divine  Omnifcience.,  which 

could  foretel  the  Names  both  of  Father  and  Son,  above  forty 

Years  before  the  Event  happen'd. 

HhTather'i      HowEVER  this  be,  we  muft  not  accufe  the   Father  of 

Regard't"     ^^^^  Zacharias,  who  dy'd  a  Martyr  in  the  Reign  of  Joajhy 

Joafh,  'vin.  King  of  Judah,  of  (hewing  a  bu  fy  and  pragmatical  Spirit, 

dicatcd.        [x\  placing  this  foajh,  when  a  Child,  upon  the  Throne  of 

his   Anceftors.     Jehoiada,  as  he  was   High-Prieji,  had  a 

large  Authority  even  in  civil  Affairs  j  {t)  the  Dignity  of  his 

Station  fet  him  at  the  Head  of  a  very  powerful  Body  of 

Men,  the    Priefts,  and  Levites  j  and  his   Quality,  as  firft 

Judge  and  Prefdent  of  the  great  Council  of  the  Nation, 

gave  him  a  Right  to  defend  opprefs'd  Innocence^  and  to  op* 

pofe  the    unjuft  Ufurpation  of  Athalioh,  who  had  no  Pre- 

'  tence  of  Claim  to  the  Crown,  and  was  defcended  likewife 

from  a  wicked  Family,  which  God  had  particularly  devoted 

to  Deftrudlion. 

(u)  The  Co;//?zVz///(3«  of  the  Nation  moreover  was  fuch, 
that  the  Crown,  by  Divine  Appointment,  was  appropriated 
to  the  Sons  of  David  5  and  therefore  the  hereditary  Right 

was 

(t)  Calmet's  Commentary  on  2  Kings  xi.  4.  (u)  Pool'^ 
Annotations. 
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was  inherent  in  him,  whom  he  had  fet  up,  whofe  Aunt  he    A.  M. 
had  marry'd,  whofe  ^/«/wtf«  he  was  by  Birth ^  as  wel]  as^°°''^j^^' 
Marriage^  and  who  upon    thefe  Accounts,  as  well  as  all, 003,  ©■<:.' 
neceflary  Qualifications  for  fo  high  a   Truft,  was  the  pro-      ^rof" 
pereft  Guardian   of  the  Succeffion.     For  he   had   a  large j'^^'j^"^^^']'* 
Share  of  Wifdom  and  Experience^  an   ardent  Love  for  the  of  %  chron, 
puhlick  Good,  Courage  and  A£livity  in  his    Complexion,  -/''VNJ 
and  a  folid  Piety  towards  God  ruling  in  his  Heart ;  and  yet 
he  did  not  adl  alone  in   this  important  AfFair,  but  had   the 
Confent  and  Concurrence  of  the  chief  Officers,  both  Civil 
and  Ecclefiajlick^  the  fpecial  Motion  and  Afiiftance  of  God's 
blefled  Spirit,  and  ('as   we  may  fuppofe)  the  Diredlion  and 
Encouragement   of  the  principal  ProphetSj  that   were  then 
alive. 

His  Son  indeed  was  but  badly  requited  for  all  the  C2.teiAndh!s»ivn 
which  his    Father  had  taken   in  fetting  the  Crown  upon  ^"7^^°''/^; 
young  Joajh^  when,  in  his  Reign,  and  by  his  Orders,  he'''*"^"*'^* 
was  fton'd  to  Death,  and,  as  he  was  expiring,  cry'd  out,  {x) 
Lord  look  upon   it  and  requite  it.     But  we  muft  not    by 
thefe  Words  imagine,  that   he  dy'd  with  a  Spirit  of  Re-» 
venge,  (for  far  be  it  from  fo  good  a  Man)  but   that,  by 
the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  he  only  foretold,  that  it  would  not 
be   long,  before  God  would  find  out  fome  Means  of  pu- 
nifliing  the  King  for  his  barbarous  Ufage  of  him  :  Which 
accordingly  came   to  pafs  j  for,  in  the  following  Verfes  \v^ 
read,  that  (y)  at  the  End  of  the  Tear,   the  Hoji   of  Syria 
came  up  againjl  him,  and,  not  long  after  thatj  (z)  his  own 
Servants  confpired  againjl  him^  and  few  him  on  his   Bed* 

The  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel,  it  muftbe  own'd,  is  of  a  much^j'^^/.stg- 
moregentle  and  forgiving  Temper*  than  that  of  the  ^^-^yl^oHi-^^fr 
under  which  we  meet  with  feveral  fuch  Imprecations  {efpe-frefera^/tt 
dally  in  the  Pfalmijl)  as  cannot,   without  Violence,  admit 
of  any  other  Conflirudion.     Our  blefled  Saviour  in  his  Rea* 
foning  with  the  Jews^  tells  them,  {a)  that  Mofes^xA  indulge 
them  in  fome  Cafes,  hccaufe  of  the  Hardnefs  of  their  Hearts , 
not  that  God  ever  did)  or  ever  will,  humour  any  Manj  be- 
caufe  he   is   obftinate  and   obdurate,  but  the  Senfe   of  the 
Words  hi  {b)  that  God  therefore  conniv'd  at  fome  ThingSj 
becaufe  the  Difpenfation,  under  which   they  liv'd,  wanted 
proper  Efficacy  to  work  their  Hearts  to  a   greater  Softnefs* 
We  are  not  therefore  to  wonder,  that  we  find  fome  Difpa* 

j-ity 

[x]  2  Chron.  XXIV.  ii.         (y)  ibid.  ver.  2^.         [z]  Ibid^ 
ver.  25.         (fl)  Matth.  xix.  g.        (b)  Young  t^cxtsxQta, 
Vol.  IV.  O 
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A.  M.     rity  in  the  Behaviour  of  a  ChriJIIan   and  Jewi/h  Martyr: 
3°o'»^'^;   but  that  fuch  prophet ica I  DechrdLtionSf  Concerning  the  future 
1003,  &c.'  Punifliment  of  Enemies  and  Perfecutors,  were  not   thought 
From      wicked  and  uncharitable,  even  under  a   more  perfect  Dif- 
^  ^h^End   pcnfatlon,  vi^e  have  the  Example  of  the  great  Jpojile  of  the 
of  a  Chron.  Gentihs  to  evince  ;  who,  fpeaking  of  Alexander  the  Copper- 
K,^'y\J  Smith,  who  had  greatly  oppos'd  him,  (c)  the  Lord  reward 
him,  fays  he,  according   to    his   Works ;  where  it  is  to  be 
obferv'd,  that  the  King's  Manufcript  reads  «7roJwo-£i,  and  not 
diru^un,  i.  e.  Jhall  or  will  reward,  and  moft  of  the  antient 
Commentators  have   remark'd,    that  this   is   not   an    Im- 
precation, but  a  Prediction  only,  not  unbecoming  an  Apojile. 
Jehu'i  Cifl-       What  God  fays  of  the  King  of  AJfyria,    whom    he 
''^"^'         calls  the  Rod  of  his  Anger,  and  the  Staff  of  his  Indignation, 
is  not  unapplicable  to  fehu,  after  he  was  advanc'd  to  the 
Throne  of  Ifrael :  I  fent   him  again/I  the  People    of    my 
TVrath,  to  tread  them  down,  like  Mire  of  the  Streets,  how- 
beit  he  meaned  not  fo,  neither  did  his  Heart  think  fo,  but  it 
was  in  his  Heart  to  dejlroy,  and  cut  off  Nations  not  a  few. 
'Jehu  indeed   made  great  Oftentation    of  his  Zeal  for  the 
Lord,  and  that,  during  his  Adminiftration,  {d)  there  Jhould 
fall  to  the  Earth  nothing    of  what  he  had  faid  concerning 
the   Hoife   of  Ahab ;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledg'd,  that, 
for  his  Performance  of  the  Divine  Commands  in  this  Re- 
gard, (f)  he  receiv'd    Commendations  from  God,  and   a 
Settlement  of  his  Family  in  the  Throne   of  Ifrael  for  four 
Succeflions  ;  and   yet  we   may  fay  of  him,  that  he  meaned 
not  fo,  neither  did  his  Heart  think  fo  :  He  was  dill  a  bad 
Man,   tho'  he  did  well  in  executing  that,  which  was  right 
in  God's  Eyes,  as  to  the  Abolifhment   of  the  Worfhip   of 
Baal;    (f)    but  his   obftinate    Perfiftance    in    the   Sin    of 
Jeroboam,  may' be  juftly  alledg'd  againft  him,   as  an  Argu- 
ment of  his  Falfe-heartednefs  in  all  his  other  A<flions. 
Why  he  con-      Why  he  continu'd  in  this  Kind  of  Idolatry,  the  Reafons 
tmudthc     vvere  much  the  fame  with   him,  that  they  were  with   the 

the'ioiden     ^^^  Inftitutor  of  it, left,  by  permitting  his  Subjeds  to  go 

Calves.  to  the  Place  appointed  for  Divine  Worfhip,  he  might  open 
a  Door  for  their  Return  to  their  Obedience  to  the  Houfeof 
David  ',  and,  not  only  fo,  but  difoblige  likewife  a  great 
Part  of  the  Nobility  of  the  Nation,  who,  by  this  Time,  had 
been  long  accuftom'd,  and  were  warmly   afFt(3:ed,  to  the 

Worfhip 

[c)  2   Tim.  iv.    14,         fdj  frbifby's  Commentary  on  the 
New  Teilamcnt.  {e)  7  Kings   x.   30.         (fj  Ibid.  ver. 
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Worfliip  of  the  golden  Calves.     Herein  however  he  made  a     A.  m. 
plain  Difcovery  of  his  Sin  and  Folly,  in  not  daring  to  truft^°°''^^f- 
God  with  the  keeping  of  his  Kingdom,  tho'   it  was  from  ,003,  &/. 
his   Kiridnefs  and  Donation  that  he  had   it,  and   in  appre-  From  i  Kin. 
bending  any    Danger    from    the  Houfe  of  Z)«wV,  or    the  g^^'j '°^^^* 
Kingdom  of  Judahy  which  were  both  now  in  fo  weak  and  2  Chron, 
declining  a  Condition,  that  they  were  much  more  likely  to  be  ^/''"Y^NJ 
fwallow'd  up  by  him. 

[g)  The  Truth  is,  fehu  was  a  wicked,  bold,  furious, ^''^  ^^'^ 
iand  implacable  Man  ;  but  a  Man  of  this  Complexion  ('con-  1^j„l  "■''  "■' 
fidering  the  Work,  he  was  to  be  fet  about)  was  a  proper 
Injirument  to  be  entploy'd  ;  and  fo  far  is  it  from  tending 
to  the  Reproach,  that  it  is  infinitely  to  the  Glory^  of  God, 
that  he  can  make  life  of  fuch  boifterous  and  unruly  Paflions 
of  Mankind  for  the  Accomplilhment  of  his  juft  Defigns, 
according  to  the  Obfervation  of  the  royal  Pfalmiji^  (h) 
Surely  the  tVralh  of  Alan  jhall  praife  thee,  and  the  Re- 
mainder of  his  Wrath  Jhalt  thou  reflrain.  This  he  plainly 
did  in  the  Cafe  of  fehu  :  For,  after  he  had  fettled  him  in 
the  PofTeffion  of  a  Kingdom,  and  flill  found  that  he  per- 
fifted  in  his  political  Idolatry,  he  brought  down  the  King  of 
Syria  upon  him,  (/)  who  fmote  the  Coajis  of  Ifrael,  and 
quite  wafted  all  that  Part  of  his  Kingdom,  which  lay  be- 
yond the  River  Jordan, 

There  is  this  to  be  (aid  however,  coViCtxTivtv^fehu^s  Andhonohe 
cutting  off  Ahaziahy  and  {k)  the  other  Branches  of  his  executed  hit 
Family,  that  tho'  his  primary  Intent  in  doing  it  was  to  fe- 
cure  himfelf  in  the  Pofleflion  of  the  Kingdom,  againft  all 
Clai?nsy  that  might  come  from  the  Houfe  of  Jhab :  yet  did 
he  not  adl  entirely  contrary  to  his  Commijfiony  becaufe  (/) 
Ahaziah  was  the  Son  of  Athaliah,  the  Daughter  of  Ahaby 
and  the  Order  of  God  was  [ni]  that  the  whole  Houfe,  of  A- 
hdih  Jhould  perijh :  But  then  the  Queftion  is,  where  it  was 
that  Ahaziah  Was  flain,  becaufe  in  the  two  Accounts,  that 
we  have  of  his  Death,  there  feems  to  be  fome  Repug- 
nancy ?  The  Account  which  we  have  in   the  fecond  Book 

of  Kings  runs  thus  ; («)  When  Abaziahy^it;  the  Death 

of  Jehoram  King  of  Ifrael,  he  fled  by  the  Way  of  the  Gar- 
den-Houfe,  and  Jehu  followed  after  him,  and  f aid ,  fmite 
him  alfo  in  his  Chariot  :  And  they  did  fo.,  at  the  going  up  to 
Gur,  which  is  by    Ibleam,  and  he  fed  to  Megiddo,    and 

O  2  there 

(^)  Poo/'s  Annotatibns.  {h)  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  lo.         {;)  2  Kings 

X.  32.  (k)  Poors  Annotations  on  2  Kings  x.  14.  (i)  2  Kings 
viii.  18.         {m)  2  Kings  ix.  8.         («)  Ibid.  vcr.  27. 
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A.  M.  there  died  :  But  in  the  Book  of  Chronicles  it  is  faid,  that, 
Ant'c'^'i"  C^)  when  Jehu  zuas  cxecutirig  Judgment  upon  the  Houfe  of 
ioc'3,  £f<r.  Ahab,  and  found  the  Princes  of  Judah,  even  the  Sons  of  the 
From  Brethren  of  Ahciiveih^  that  minijiered  /o  Ahaziah,  he  flew 
to'^the^Vnd'  ''■'^"'"  -^"^  ^^^  fought  Ahaziah,  and  they  caught  him^  {for 
«f  2  Chron.  he  ivas  hid  in  Samaria)  and  brought  him  to  Jehu,  and  when 
CyVNj  they  had  flain  him,  they  buried  him. 

Thediffercr.t     Nq-w^  jn  order  to  reconcile  the  different  Accounts  of  the 

King" arid    ^^^^  Event,  wc  muft  obferve,    (/>)   that,   as  one  great  End 

Chronicles    of  Writing  the  Book    of  Chronicles^  was,    to  fupply   fuch 

"""'■"'^f     Matters,  as  had  been   omitted    in   the  Book  of  Kings ;  (o 

Death    re.  ^^'^  Account  of  the  Death  of  Jhaziah,  in  the  latter^,  is  very 

ctnfikd.       (hort,  and  included  the  Story  of  Jehoram,  that  the  Reader, 

at  one  and  the  fame  View,  as  it   vi^ere,  might  perceive  in 

what  Manner  it  was,  that  both  thefe  Princes  fell  j  but  in 

the  former  it  is  told  more  at  large,  and  therefore,  to  com- 

pleat  the  Hiftory,  we  mud:  take  in  both  Accounts,  and  from 

thence  we  may  gather,  That,  upon  feeing  fehoram 

mortally  wounded,  Ahaziah  turn'd  his  Chariot,  and  made 
the  beft  of  his  Way  to  Samaria^  in  order  to  efcape  into  his 
own  Kingdom ;  but,  finding  the  Paffes  too  narrowly  guard- 
ed, he  thought  proper  to  conceal  himfelf  in  the  Town,  in 
hopes  of  a    better  Opportunity ;  that  Jehu^  in  the  mean 
Time,  coming  to  Samaria^   and,  having  Intelligence  that 
Ahaziah  was  lurking  there,    order'd  that  diligent   Search 
fhould  be  made  for  him,  and,  when  he  was  found,  that  he 
ihould  be  carry'd  to  Gur^  (the  Place,  in  all   Probability, 
where  his  Father  for  am  had  flain  all  his  Brethren)  and  there 
be  killed  in  his  Chariot,  that  fo  his  Servants  might  imme- 
diately carry   off  his  Corpfe^  and  bury  it.     But,  as  Jehui 
Order  to  the  OfHcers,  that  were  entrufted  with  the  Execu- 
tion, was  only,  that  tliey  fliould/wzVi?  Z>/w,  they  thought  it 
enough  to  give  him  a  mortal  Wound,  fo  that  his  Servants 
carry'd  him  from  thence  to  Megiddo,  the  next  Town  in  the 
Tribe  of  Iffachar,  where  he  dy'd. 
iVhy  jehc-       Th IS  makes  the  Circumftances  confiftent :     And  though 
T,!^enfcd       ^^  *"^^  ^^'  ^^ys  concern'd  (efpecially  when  the  facred  Hi- 
tgaifijiE-     ftory  is   fiient)  to  aflign  any  Reafons  for  fuch  furious  Paf- 
hflia.  fions,  as  arc  frequently  obferv'd  in  great  and  wicked  Men  j 

yet  it  may  be  no  hard  Matter  to   imagine  fomething  more 
.     probable,  than  v/hat  (q)  fofcphus  makes  the  Caufe  of  feho- 
ra7nh  Indignation  againft  Elijha,  and  his  vowing  to  take  off 

his 

{0)  2  Chron.  xxii.  -],&€.  (p)  PWs  Annotations. 

(q)  Jeivijh  Antiq.  lib.  ix,  C.  2. 
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his  Head  ;  even  becaufe  he  refufed  to  intercede  with  God     A.  M. 
for  the  Removal  of  the  Famine,  that  had,  at  this  Time,  ^^  ^'j^'^^'pf':*, 
forely  wafted  the  City  of  Samaria.  From  the  many  Miracles,  ,33'    ^), ' 
which  Elijha  did,  the  King  very  likely  might  be  convinc'd,       From 
that  the  fame  Spirit,  which  once  refided  in  Elijah,  was  now  '  ^'j'^^t^'I'' 
defcended  upon  him  ;  and,  therefore,  as  Elijah  had  Power,  of  3  cbron. 
by  his  Prayers,   either  to  fhut,  or  open,   the  Windows  of  v>''"V"Nj 
Heaven,  either  to  caufe,  or  remove  a  Famine,  as  he  pleas'd, 
(r)  he  might  poflibly  imagine,  that  God   had  conferr'd  the 
fame  Privilege  upon  Elijha,  and  might  therefore  be  highly 
incens'd  againft  him,  becaufe  he  would  not  make  ufe  it  in 
the  Prefervation  of  a  City,  reduc'd  to  the  utmoft  Diftreft. 
But  we  can  hardly   imagine,   that  a  wicked  and  idolatrous 
Prince  (as  fehoram  certainly  was)  would  ever  entertain  fo 
high  a  Conception    of  any  of  the  Lord's  Prophets :     And 
therefore  we  muft  endeavour  to  find  out  fome  other  Reafon, 
for  the  Violence  of  his  Rage  and  Indignation  againft  him. 

When  the  Prophet  Elijha  carry 'd  the  Detachment  of 
the  Syrian  Army,  which  was  fent  to  apprehend  him  at  Do- 
than,  hood-winked  (as  it  were)  into  the  City  of  Samaria, 
Jehoram,  we  find,  would  have  gladly  taken  this  Advantage, 
and  fallen  upon  them  with  the  Sword  ;  {s)  JWy  Father, 
/hall  I  f mite,  Jhall  I  f mite  them  ?  So  eager  was  he  to  have 
them  deftroy'd,  as  we  may  learn  from  the  Repetition  of  his 
Words  !  But  by  no  Means  would  the  Prophet  permit  him  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  order'd  them  to  be  treated  with  much 
Civility,  and  difmifs'd  in  Peace.  An  Ufage  this,  which  de- 
ferv'd  a  better  Return,  than  what  they  made  the  Ifraeliies 
the  Year  following,  when  they  came,  and  befieg'd  Samaria, 
and  forely  diftrefs'd  it.  The  King  of  Ifrael,  therefore,  re- 
flefting  on  the  Opportunity,  which,  had  he  employ'd  as  he 
defir'd,  would  have  difabled  the  Army  from  making  any 
frefh  Invafions,  but  was  unhappily  loft,  by  liftening  to  an 
old  doting  Prophet,  (as  he  might  call  him)  was  griev'd  be- 
yond Meafure,  and  hereupon  vow'd  to  make  his  Life  pay 
for  the  Lives  of  thofe,  who,  by  his  Counfel,  had  efcap'd, 
and  were  now  return'd  to  repeat  their  Hojiilities.  It  may 
be  fuppos'd  likewife,  that,  upon  the  Return  of  the  Syria?! 
Army,  the  King  of  Ifrael,  knowing  himfelf  in  no  Condi- 
tion to  oppofe  them,  might  poflibly  be  for  purchafing  a  Peace 
at  any  Rate;  which  Elijha  might  endeavour  to  difluade  him 
from,  by  giving  him  all  along  Aflurance,  that  the  Enemy 
fliould  at  length  be  defeated.     Finding  however  no  Effe6l  in 

O  3  the 

(r)  Pool,  ibid.  (s)  2  Kings  vi.  21. 
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A.  M.     the  Prophet's  Promifes,  and,  on  the  contrary,  feeing  hisi 
S' cSift  ^^P'^^^  clofuly  befieg'd,  and  the   People    reduc'd   to  great 
,003,  &ff.  Extremity  of  Want,  he  began  to  repen^   him   of  following; 
From  iKings  his  Advice }  and  being  Ihock'd  at   hearing  the  horrid  Story 
End  If  i*"^  (and  that  from   the  Mother's   own   Mouth)  of  her  being; 
Chron.        forc'd  to  eat  her  own  Child  for  Hunger,  he  fell  into  a  Rage, 
\^y'ySJ?Lr\f\  vow'd  to  be  reveng'd    of  Elijha^  as  one,  who,  by  his 
bad  Counfel,  had   occafion'd  all  that  Mifcry.     (t)  God  da 
fo  to  me,  and  more  alfo,  if  the  Head  of  Eliftia,  the  Son    of 
Shaphat,  Jhalljland  on  him  to  Day  •■,   never  confidering  that 
his  own  manifold  and    crying  Sins,    efpecially  his  obllinate 
adhering  to  the  Idolatry  of  the  Calves,  (u)  and  the  Whore- 
doms, and  Witchcrafts  of   his   Mother  yezebel,  were    the 
true  and  proper  Caufes  of  all  his  Calamities. 
w^"ih^^ -'"      JEHU  (as  we  faid  before)  was  a  wicked  and  ambitious 
«/ Baal        Man,  and,  it  is  much  to  be  queftion'd,  whether  he   would 
might  be      have  executed    the  Divine  Will  io  punctually,  had   it  not 
bro-jght  to    f^]jgj^  jj^  ^jj{^  j^jg  Q^j^  Intereft  and    Dcfigns.     He  had  now 
ji,er,  "'      extirpated  the  Houfe  of  Jhab  ;  and,  as   Jhab  had  been  the 
firft  Introducer  of  the  Idolatry  of  Baal  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Ifraely  he  could  not  but  think,  that    the  Priefts  and    Pro- 
phets, and  fuch,  as  ad  her 'd  to   the  Worlhip  of  that   falfe 
God,  were  of  yezebel's  Fadtion,  and  might,  at  one  Time 
or  other,  take  Occafion  to  revenge  her  Death.     Something 
or  other  was  therefore  neceflary  to  be  done,  in  order  to  gee 
rid    of  this   dangerous  Set  of  Men,  and,  that  the  BufmefSi 
might  be  done  efFe(E^ually,  to  get  rid  of  them   all  a^  once. 
(x)  He  was  a  Perfon  of  a  known  Indifference  in  Matters  of 
Religion,  who,   in  this  Regard,  always  conform'd  to  the 
Humours  of  the  Court,  and,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Ahaby 
had  been  as  ftrenuous  a  Worfhipper  of  Baal,  as  any  ;    and 
therefore,  how  could  the  People  tell,  when  they  read  his 
Proclamation  for  a  great  Feaft,  and  a  folemn  Sacrifice  to  be 
ofFcr'd  unto  Baal,  but  that,  in  good  Earneft,  he  had  return'd 
to  his  former  Love  to  the  Religion,  which  he  once  embrac'd, 
and  only  deferred  for  a  while,  in  Complacency  to  others  ? 
He  had  gone  on  a  little  oddly  indeed  at  his  Entrance  upon 
the  Government,    had  murther'd  their  chief  Patronefs,  and 
made  free   with  fome  of  their  Priefts  likewife,  but  thefe 
Priefts  perhaps  were  (y)  Domejlicks  to  Jezebel,  or  too  |iear 
related  to    Jhab's  Family  not   to  go  off  in  the  common 
Slaughter.    Some  Inftances  of  this  Kind  conld  hardly  be 

help'd 

(t)  2  Kings  vi.  31.  (u)  Chap.  ix.  22.  (}()  PfoH 

Apnptations.         (^)  2  Kings  x.  ii . 


Chap.  III.    from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.     215 

help'd  in  the  Heat  of  Execution,  when  the  Man  was  re-  ^-  M. 
iblv'd  to  fecure  himfelf,  and  remove  all  Competitors  :  But  i°^.^'ch^.[^ 
now,  that  he  has  nothing  to  fear,  v/hy  fhould  we  think,  loo-;,  fev,  * 
but  that  a  Prince^  who  has  no  Senfe  of  Religion  at  all,  J;''"'"  ... 
fhould  be  a  Worfhipper  of  our  God  Baaly  (that  glorious  to  the^En'd"* 
Luminary  f ,  which  (hines  fo  bright  in  the  Firmament  of  of  2  chron. 
Heaven)  as  he  is  of  the  Golden  Ca/ves  ?  .-^"V^N^i 

Thus,    we  may   fuppofe,  the   Baalites  reafon'd,  upon     -''     -^  "''^ 
reading  the  King's  Proclamation  fo  apparently  in  Favour  of 
their  Idolatry ;    and  God,  in   his  Judgment,  fuffer'd  their 
{%)  foolijh  Hearts  to  he  thus  darkened^  and,  becaufe  they  re- 
ceived not  the  Love  of  the  Truths  that  they  jnight  be  faved^ 
for  this  Caufe  he  fent  upon  thetn  a  firong  Delnfion^  that  they 
might  believe  a  Lye.     But,  whether  they  deluded  themfelves 
into  this  Perfuafion,  or  not,  this  they  knew  by  Experience, 
that  fchu  was  a  Man  of  a  fierce  and  bloody  Temper,  who 
would  not  fail  to  put  his  Threats  in  Execution,  and  there- 
fore reading  in  the  fame  Proclamation,  that,  {a)  whofoever 
/hall  be  wanting^  he  Jljall  not  live,  they  found  themfelves  re- 
duc'd  to  this  fad  Dilemma,  either  to  go,  or  die  :  And  there- 
fore they  thought  it  the  wifeft  Way  to  run  the  Hazard,  and 
throw  themfelves  upon  his  Mercy,  having  this  at  laft  to  plead 
for  themfelves,  that  they  were  not  difobedient  to  his  Com- 
mands.    The  only  remaining  Queftion  is,  if  every  one  o- 
bey'd  this  Summons,  how  could  the  Temple  o/'Baal  be  cap- 
able of  receiving  them  all  ? 

Now  the  Words  of  Jehu's  Summons  are  thefe,  - ^nd  how  the 

(b)  Call  unto  me  all  the  Prophets  ^/-Baal,  all  his  Servants,  '^""f'  ""'^ 

1     11  1  •      rt    •    n        1  I  •  r        T  I  Contain  them 

and  all  his  Priefts,  let  none  be  wanting  ;  jor  1  have  a  great  all. 

Sacrifice  to  offer  unto  Baal.  And  Jehu  did  it  in  Sub- 

tilty,  to  the  Intent  that  he  ?night  deftroy  the  IVorJhippers  of 
Baal ;  in  which  Words  we  rnay  obferve,  (c)  that  two  par- 
ticular Orders  of  Men  are  diftindly  mention'd,  the  Prophets^ 
and  Priejls,  and  therefore  we  may  prefume,  that  the  Ser- 
vants, and  Worfiiippers,  who  are  join'd  with  them,  were 
fome  of  an  inferior  Kind,  (fueh  as  Levites,  in  the  fewijh,  or 
Deacons  in  the  Chrijiian,  Church)  who  attended  upon  the  . 
other  in  their  facred   Miniftrations  j   becaufe   in  the   2 2d 

O  4  Verfe, 

\  Baal ind  Afiaroth  are  commonly  join'd  together  ;  and,  as 
it  is  belicv'd,  that  Afiaroth  denotes  the  Moon,  we  may  with 
good  Reafoa  fay,  that  Baal  is  pat  for  the  Sun.  Calmeth  Dic- 
tionary. 

(z)  2  Their,  ii.  11.         (aj  2  Kings  x.  19.  (h)  Ibid. 

(c)  PeePi  Annotations. 
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A.  M.  Verfe,  we  find  Jebu  ordering  hitriy  who  was  over  the  Vejiry, 
ATt!'cSir  *°  ^'^^"i  fi''^^  yejlmenu  for  all  the  Worjhippen  of  Baal, 
1003,  (Sc'.   which  cannot  be  meant  of  the  People  in  general,  becaufe 

From       they  wore  no  diftin£l  Garments  in  their  Worfliip  either  of 

Jo^th'e  Vnd  ^^^»  o*"  ■^^^^'  "^"^  "*"  ^'^^  P"^^^  ^"^  Miniftersonly.     Thefc 

«f  2  Chron  Were  the  great  Support  of  the  prefent  Idolatry,  and   there- 

V^'Y'S*  (ore  Jehu  concluded  very  juftly,  that,  if  he  did  but  once  de- 

flroy  them,  all  the  common  Worftiippers  would  fall  away 

of  courfe. 

But,  even  if  we  take  the  Words  Servants  and  IPor- 
fhippers  in  their  utmoft  Latitude,  we  need  not  doubt,  but 
that  the  Temple  of  Baal  (d)^  which  was  built  in  the  Ca- 
pital City,  and  near  the  royal  Palace,  and,  being  the  chief  in 
its  Kind,  wasdefign'd  for  theUfe  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
and  particularly  perhaps  for  fuch  great  and  high  Solemnities, 
was  large  and  capacious  enough  to  hold  them  all.  For, 
befides  this  principal  Building,  (e)  there  might  be  feveral 
outward  Courts^  (as  there  were  in  the  Temple  at  'Jerufalem) 
where  the  People  flood,  while  they  worfhipp'd  (as  they  did 
in  the  Temple-Service )  and  thefe,  together  with  the 
Temple  itfelf,  would  afFord  Space  fufficient  for  all  the 
Idolaters  of  that  Kind,  both  Minifters  and  People,  that  were 
then  in  the  whole  Kingdom.  For,  fmce  the  Days  of  Ahaby 
by  the  Miniftry  of  Elijah^  Elijha,  and  the  refl  of  the  Pro-- 
phets,  as  well  as  by  the  Slaughter,  which  Hazaely  in  his 
Wars  againft  Ifraely  has  made  among  many  of  them,  the 
Number  of  Baal's  Worfhippers  had  been  greatly  diminilh'd. 
"Jehoram  himfelf,  as  we  read,  {f)  put  away  the  Image  of 
Baal,  that  his  Father  had  made^  and,  when  the  King 
withdrew  his  Prefence  and  ^Encouragement,  his  Subjedts, 
■without  Doubt,  for  the  Generality,  follow'd  his  Example ; 
for  it  cannot  be  fuppos'd,  that  the  Worfliip  of  fuch  fenfelefs 
Idols  could  ever  be  kept  up  (efpecially  among  a  People,  that 
had  the  Or^r/^j  o/"  Go^  in  their  Cuftody)  without  the  In- 
fluence of  fome  great  Authority,  or  the  Confideration  of 
fon^e  wicked  and  worldly  Ends. 

(d)  Fool.  ibid,      (t)  Patrick's  Commentary,      (f)  %  Kings 
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DISSERTATION   III. 

Of  Johah's  Mijfton  to  Nineveh,   and  Abode  in  the 
WhaleV   Belly. 

IN  the  whole  Compafs  of  the  Old  Tejiamenty  I  know  of  no    A.  M. 
Paflage,  that  has  been  made  {o  popular  a  Topick  of  Ban-3ooi,  ©"f. 
ter  and  Ridicule,  and  which  the  Lovers  of  Infidelity^  in  all  1003,  (^c. 
Ages,  have  fo  much  delighted  todifcant  upon,  as  the  Story  FromiKingt 
^^Jonah'i  continuing  three  Days  and  three  Nights  in  the^^^-^^^^ 
fVhale's  Belly.     The  Story  indeed,  at  firft  hearing,  founds  ^  chron. 
furprifingly ;  and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder,  that  the  ^'VXJ 
Wit  and  Sagacity  of  a  Porphyry^  or  a  Julian^  found  fome^'^'^-^*""'^ 
plaufible  Exceptions  againft  it,  which  our  modern  i2^/tf;7^rj,"-'    "    ""^* 
and  malicious  Improvers,  of  their  Obje<5tions,  have  endea- 
voured to  decry  as  a  wild  Romance^  or,  at  beft,    but  a  /»«- 
r«^(7//V<z/Reprefentation  of  fomething  elfe. 

'*  That  a  Man,  thrown  into  the  Sea,  with  all  YAsThe ohjec 
*<  Cloaths  on,  Ihould,  in  the  very  Nick  of  Time,  meet '/""'^'"'«'^ 
*'  with  a  Fifh,  and  fuch  a  Fifh  as  was  never  heard  of  be-'  * 
*'  fore,  large  enough  to  fwallow  him  up  quick,  and,  with- 
**  out  hurting  an  Hair  of  his  Head,  to  keep  him  in  his  Sto- 
**  mach,  for  fo  many  Days  and  Nights,  alive  ;  that  in  this 
♦*  narrow,  and  gloomy  Prifon,  he  fhould  be  able  to  breathe, 
*'  and  live,  and  be  nourifhed  ;  thence  fend  up  his  Prayers  to 
"  God,  and  thence  promife  himfelf  a  Deliverance  in  due 
Time ;  this  is  an  Account  of  Things  fo  very  abfurd,  that 
there  is  no  Poffibility  of  believing  it.  For  admitting  that 
Jonah  got  fafe  and  found  down  the  Whale's  Throat,  yet 
*'  how  could  he  fubfift  there  without  Air,  or  continue  any 
Time  without  being  par-boiled  ?  The  Stomach,  we 
"  know,  would  do  its  Office;  and  therefore  we  cannot  but 
"  think,  that,  in  a  few  Hours,  much  more  in  three  Days, 
"  the  Man  muft,  of  courfe,  have  been  totally  diflblved, 
*'  and  his  Body  converted  into  the  Body  of  the  Fifh  j  or, 
*'  if  its  Digeftion  was  not  fo  quick,  he  muft,  at  leaft, 
**  when  caft  upon  the  Shore,  have  been  fadly  fadden,  and 
**  unfit  to  be  fent  upon  another  Expedition. 

**  What  God  can  do,  we  muft  not  difpute;  but  then 
*'  great  Care  fhould  be  taken,  not  to  magnify  his  Power, 
**  to  the  Diminution  of  his  Wifdom,  or  to  think,  that  he 
<*  is  fo  lavifh  of  his  Miracles,  as  to  fave  a  rebellious  Pro- 
♦'  phet,  that  was  difobeying  his  Orders,  and  fleeing,  if 
**  poflible,  from  his  Piefencej  that  deferv'd  indeed  to  be 

left 
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A.  M.  <«  left  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Waves,  and  made  Food  for  the 
Ant!  chrlft.  **  Fifties  of  the  Sea,  rather  than  vouchfafed  fo  flupendous  a 
1003,  ©■<:.**  Prefervation  :  And  all  this,  for  what  ?  Even  to  com- 
Fiom  «  pel  him  to  go,  againft  his  Will,  to  a  wicked  City,  with 
to  the^End'  *'  ^"  Unwelcome  Meflage  ;  as  if  there  had  been  no  Prophet 
of  2  chron. "  in  Ifrad^  but  this  fullen  and  refradory  Man,  to  be  fent 
V>''V'"Vw>  **  upon  this  Errand." 

'^^AccatJ?     ^INEFEH,  at  the  Time  when  Jonah  was  fent  thl- 

«/■  Nineveh   *'^^''»  ^s^s  the  Metropolis  of  the  yfj/ynan  Empire,  and  one 

end  -why     of  the  largeft  and  moft  antient  Cities  in  the  World.     Ac- 

-J°"*^  1"^^  cording  to  the  beft  Chronologersy  it  was  built  not  long  after  the 

*iz.  to  conl  Ploody  and  very  foon  after  the  Tower  of  Babel.,  by  Nimrod  j 

vert  its  iH.but  being  afterwards  greatly  enlarg'd  by  Ninus,  from  him  it 

bttbuants,    yeceiv'd  its  Name.     It  was  fituated  upon  the  Banks  of  the 

Tigris,  and  (as  Diodorus  {g)  has  given  us  the  Defpription  of 

it)  was,  in  Length,  an  hundred  and  fifty  Stadia  ;  in  Breadth 

fourfcore  and  ten ;  and  in  Circumference,  four  hundred  and 

feventy ;  which,  being   reduc'd    to   our   Meafure,  make  it 

about  one  and  twenty  Miles  long,  nine  broad,  and  four  and 

fifty  round.  How  ftately  its  Walls,  and  how  lofty  its  Towers 

were,  the  fame  Hijlorian  has  taken  care  to  inform  us  ;  and 

how  great  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants  was,  we  may  learn 

from  [h)  the  fix  Score  Xhoufand  Children^  who  could  not  dif- 

cern   between  their    Right- Hands,  and  their  Left :     For, 

according  to  z proportionate  Computation,    there  muft  have 

been  in  the  whole  above  Jix  hundred  thoufand  Perfons. 

Now  we  have  wrong  Conceptions  of  God,  if  we  think, 
that,  becaufe  he  made  the  Children  of  Ifrael  his  peculiar 
People,  he  therefore  negledled  all  the  World  befides.  O, 
the  contrary,  (i)  Tho"  he  Jhewed  his  IVord  unto  ]2icdb,  an, 
his  Statutes  and  Ordinances  unto  Ifrael,  in  a  particular  Man 
ner,  yet  he  did  not  leave  himfelf  without  a  Witnefs  in  other 
Nations ;  but  whenever  they  were  drawing  Deftruftion  upon 
themfelves,  took  care  to  acquaint  ffiem  with  their  impending 
Doom.  To  thisPurpofe,  we  mayobferve,  that  not  ox\\y  Ifaiah^ 
Ezekiel,  and  Daniel,  but  almoft  all  the  other  Prophets,  do 
foretell  the  Deftru£lion  of  Babylon,  and  publifh  the  Divine 
Threats  againft  Egypt,  Edom,  and  the  other  Kingdoms 
neighbouring  upon  Canaan  ;  that  (i)  Jeremiah,  in  parti- 
cular, was  order'd  by  God  to  make  himfelf  Bonds  and 
Yokes,  and  fend  them  to  the  Kings  of  the  Ammonites,  of 
T.yre,  and  Sidon^  and  other  Princes,  by  the  Hand   of  their 

Minijiersy 

[g)  Lib.  ii.  Bib.         (h)  Jonah  it.  1 1 .  (i)  Pfal.  cxlvii. 

^9*        (k)  ]%x,xxs\\,Zt(^e. 
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jMiniJfers^  who  were  then  at  the  Court  of  Zedekiah  King      A.  M. 
oijudah,  with  his  Admonition  to  their  Mafters,  that,  un- J°„°'^jJ'f.* 
lefs  they  repented  of  their  evil  Ways,  he  would  deliver  them  1C03,  &c\ 
into  the  Power  oi  Nebuchadnezzar  King  oi  Babylon,  whoni      f""""* ... 
he  calls  his  Servant^  even  as  he  does  (I)  Cyrus  his  anointed,  [^  th?End' 
(for  being  appointed  to   execute    his  Will)  y^w^  hundred  of  2.  Chron, 
Tears  before  he  was  born  ;  and  therefore  we  need  lefs  won-  K,y'V'\J^ 
der,  that  we  find  God  interefting  himfelf  in  the  Prefervation 
of  the  large  and  populous  City  ot  Nineveh^  upon  which  de- 
pended the  whol?  Fate  of  the  JJfyrian  Empire,  fince,  in 
all  Ages,  he  has  given  Proofs  of  his  Protedlion,  and  abfoluie 
Dominion  over  other  Nations,  as  well  as  the  Ifraelites,  ei- 
ther in  threatening  their   Difobedience,  in  order  to  procure 
tlieir  Amendment,  or,  if  they  defpis'd  his  Threatenings,  in 
punifliing  their  Objiinacy,  as  they  deferve. 

(tn)  IS  he  the  God  of  the  Jews  only  f  Is  he  not  alfo  of 
the  Gentiles  ?  Tes,  of  the  Gentiles  alfo,  fays  an  Apoftle  of 
great  Authority  :  And  therefore  we  may  prefume,  that, 
as  "Jonah  was  the  only  Prophet,  in  the  Old  Tefiament,  that 
was  fent  exprefly  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles,  God  might  de- 
fign  hereby  to  give  to  his  People  a  Premonition  of  his  Inten- 
tion, in  the  Fulnefs  of  Time,  (n)  to  raife  up  a  Root  of 
Jefle,  (as  the  Prophet  exprefles  it)  which  Jhould  fi  and  for  an 
Enfign  of  the  People^  and  unto  which  the  Gentiles  jhould 
feek  :  To  (0)  break  down  the  middle  Wall  of  Partition, 
even  the  Law  of  Comrriandments,  contained  in  Ordinances  j 
and  to  unite  all  Nations  in  one  Communion,  under  (p)  one 

«eat  Shepherd  and  Bijhop  of  their  Souls. 
■But  whether  God  n-«ght  defign  this  Call  to  the  Nine- An  J  a 
'tes,  as  a  Pledge  and  AfTurance  of  his  future  Admiflion  ofP^""  ^" 
'nhe  People  of  all  Nations  into  the  Privileges  of  the  Chrijiian «''"  ^"'^'''• 
Covenant  j  this  certainly  he  might  have   under   his  imme- 
diate View,  viz.  to  (hew  the  Difparity  between  his  People 
and  Aliens,  and,    upon  the    Comparifon   of  their   feveral 
Behaviours,  (hame  them  for    living  unreclaim'd  under  the 
conftant  preaching  of  his  Prophets  for  fo  many  Years,  when 
a  People,  whom  they  defpis'd,  as  being  Strangers  to  the  Co- 
venant of  Promife,  had,  by  the  mighty  Power  of  his  Word, 
been  converted  in  the  Space  of  three  Days. 

Nothing  is  rnore  common  in  Scripture,  than  to  find 
God  complaining  of  his  People  for  not  attending  to  the 
MeiTages,  which  h?  fent  them,     (q)   Since  the  Day  that 

their 

(I)  Ifaiah  xlv.  i.  (m)  Rom.  iii.  29.  (n)  Ifaiah  xi.  10. 
/'cjlEph.  ii.  14.        (^)  I  Pet.  ii.  25.       (q)]zs.  vii.  25.  i^c. 
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A.  M.    fjjelf  Fathers  came  forth  out  o/"  Egypt,  (fays  God  to  one  of 
^Vc^iT.  ^'^  Prophets)  even  unto  this  Day,  I  have  Jent  unto  them  all 
1003,  fiff.*  my  Servants,  the  Prophets,  daily  rifing  up  early,  and  fend- 
From     ifig  them ;  yet  they  hearkened  not  unto  me,  nor  inclined  their 
to^Kn'd" -^^^'  />«/   hardened  their  Neck,    and  did  worfe  than  their 
of  2  chton. Fathers  :  Therefore  /halt  thou  fpeak  all  thefe  IVords  unto 
\,y>r^them,  hut  they  will  not  hearken,  and  thoujhalt  call  unto  them, 
but  they  will  not  anfiver  thee.     And  therefore  God,  very 
well  foreknowing   the  Succefs  that  his  Prophet  would  meet 
with,  might  fend  him  with  Commiflion  to  preach  to  the 
Ninevitcs,  not  only  in   Purfuance  of  his  kind  Purpofes  to 
them,  but  with  an  Intent  likewife,  to  render  his  own  Peo- 
ple inexcufable,  even  as  our  Saviour  reprefenfs  the  Cafe  of 
the  jews  in  his  Days,  who  refus'd  to  hear  him  j  (r)  The 
Men  of^'mvJQhJhallrife  in  Judgment  with  this  Generati- 
on, and  ft) all  condemn  it,  hecaufe  they  repented  at  the  Preach- 
ing of  Jonah,  and  behold  a  greater  than  Jonah  is  here. 
Why  Tonah      ^^^  indeed,  fome  have  imagin'd,  that  one  great  Caufe 
rtfuidtogc.oi  Jonah's  declining  the  Order  at  firft,  and  of  his  going  at 
laft  with  fo  much  ReluSiancy  to  Nineveh ,  might  be  fome 
Sufpicion,  that,  in  Cafe   thefe  Gentiles  fhould  liften  to  his 
Preaching,  it  might  be,  not  only  a  lafting  Reproach,  but  a 
Means  of  Reprobation  likewife,  to  his  Countrymen,  who, 
under  the  conftant  Minijiration  of  fo  many  Prophets,  were 
only  become  more  obdurate  in  Sin  :  And  therefore,  jealous 
of  the  Honour  of  his  Nation,    and  too  follicitous  for   their 
Prefervation,  he  could   not  prevail  with  himfelf  to  accept 
of  a  Commiflion,  that  feem'd  to  interfere  with  this  ;  left 
ready  Compliance  with  the  Divine  Commands  at  Nine' 
{hould  prove,  the  Difparagement  at  leaft,  if  not  the 
Rejedlion  cf   (j)    his    Brethren,    his  Kinftnen    after 
Fleft). 

The  Prophet  himfelf,  however,  ^as  fuggefted  another 
Reafon  for  his  Unwillingnefs  to  go  to  Nineveh,  and  that  is, 
the  fuperabundant  Mercy  of  God,  which,  he  forefaw,  would 
be  mov'd  to  Pity,  at  the  Prayers,  and  Tears  of  the  People, 
a'nd  therefore  he  remonftrates  thus ;  {t)  I  pray  thee,  O  Lord, 
was  not  this  my  Saying,  when  I  was  yet  in  my  Country  ? 
Therefore  I  fled  before  unto  Tarfliifh  ;  for  I  knew  that  thou 
art  a  gracious  God,  and  merciful,  flow  to  Anger,  of  great 
Kindnefs,  and  repenteji  thee  of  the  Evil.  But,  how  plau- 
fible  foever  this  Excufe  may  be,  yet,  upon  the  Face  of  the 

whole 

^r^Matth;  xii.  41.     ('j^  Rom,  ix.3.        ^/^  Jonahiv.  2. 
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whole  Affair,  it  appears,  that  the  Prophet  confider'd  him-    A.  M. 
felf  a  little  too  much ;  and  therefore  we  may  conclude,  that^^^^'^^j^^J*^ 
the  true  Reafon,  for  his  declining  this  Errand,  was  the  Ha- 1003,  &c' 
zard  .and  Difficulty  of  the  Undertaking,  and  the  great  Un-     F''"'"  ... 
certainty  of  its  Succefs  :  The  very  fame  Thought,  that  de- J^^H^^^'/^'i'' 
terr'd  Mofes  from  applying  to  Pharaoh  to  grant  the  Ifraelites  of  2.  Chron. 
their  Libarty  ;  and  Gideon^  from  taking  up  Arms  to  refcue  \,y>r**^ 
his  Country  from  the  Slavery  of  the  Midianites :  For  as 
each  of  thefe  made  their  feveral  Excufes;  I  ain  ofuncircum- 
cifed  Lips,  fays   one,  and  bow  Jhall  Pharaoh  hearken  unt9 
me  ?  And,  /  am  the  leajl  in  my  Father  %  Houfe,  fays  the  o- 
ther,  and  how  then  fl:) all  I  fave  Ifrael  ?  So  might  Jonah  fay 
within  himfelf,  "  /  am   lefs  than  the  leajl  of  the  Prophets^ 
**  and  how  then  can  I  expedl  that  the  People  of  fo  great 
*'  and  opulent  a  City  will  give  any  Attention  to  my  Preach - 
*'  ing  ;  that  they   will  not  rather  take  the  Alarm,  and  fall 
*'  upon  me,  and  flay  me,  when  I  come  to  tell  them  that 
*'  their   Ruin  and  Deflrudion  is  fo  near  approaching  ?  I'll 
*'  get  quit  of  this  dangerous  Affair  therefore,  as   well  as  I 
**  can,  and,  becaufe  I  conceive,  that  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy, 
C which  upon  this  Account  makes  me  fo  uneafy)   will  not 
"  purfue  me,  after  I  am   gone  out  of  the  Holy  Land,  I'll 
'*  make    the  befl  of  my  Way  into  Cilicia  ;  for,  when  I 
*'  have  got  at  fome  Diftance  from  Judea,  God  perhaps  may 
*'  think  no   more  of  fending  me,  but   may  find  him  out 
"  fome  other  Prophet,  that  is  better  qualify 'd  for  this  Pur- 
**  pofe."     But,  («)  whither  Jhall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit  F  (as 
one  better  inftrudled  than  "Jonah  feems  to  be  in  this  Article 
,^vof  his  Omniprefence,  addrefles  himfelf  to  God)  Or  whither 
^Jhall  I  fee  from  thy  Prefence  ?  If  I  afcend  up  into  Heaven, 
thou  art  there ;  if  I  go  .down  into  Hell,  thou  art  there  alfo  ; 
if  I  take  the  Wings  of  the  Morning,  and  dwell  in  the  utter- 
mojl  Parts  of  the  S-ea,  even  there  alfo  /hall  thy  Hand  lead 
me,  and  thy  Right-Hand  jhall  hold  me  ;  which  no  Man  ever 
fo  experimentally  found  to  be  true,  as  did  this  Prophet,  whil© 
he  fojourn'd  in  the  Deep,  and  took  up  his  Plabitation  in  the 
Whale\^t\\y. 

{x)  Some  learned  Men  indeed  are  of  Opinion,  that  the'^'^«"*i?F;/, 
Fifh,  which  fwallow'd  up  Jonah,  was  not  a  Whale,  becaufe  ^"^^ffj'j^^: 
the  largeft  of  thefe  (as  they  tell  us)  have  but  in  Proportion  nah,  -very 
very  narrow  Gtdlets,  fuch  as  are  not  capable  of  receiving  a/"'''*"-"j'^'"'^ 

Man^'^'h'^'- 

(u)  Pfal.  cxxxix.  7.     (x)  Bochart  de  Animal,  facris,  Part,  ij, 
Kb.  V.  c.  12.  Sartbvlin,  de  Morbis  Biblicis-,  Art,  14. 
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A.  M.    Man  entire  into  their  Stomachs :  And  therefore  they  imagine, 

yo''  ®''"-  that  it  was  what  they  call  the  Lamia,  or  Sea-Dog,  which, 

fooi,  &fc    tho'  lefs  in  Bulk  than  a  Whale,  has  a  Gullet  fo  vaftly  large. 

From     that  frequently   in  its  Stomach  have   been  found  Men,  all 

'  ^i"^l'"l''  whole  and  entire,  {y)  and  fometimes  clad  in  Armour.  ■ 

If  2  chr"on.      ^^  ^^^  ^^  aclcnowledg'd,  that  the  Hebrew  Dag-gadol, 

^^/-y^X.j  which  the  Text  in  Jonah  makes  ufe  of,  fignifies  no  more 

than  any  great  Fifh  j  but  then  it  makes  fomething  for  the 

common  Opinion,  that  the  Whale  is  the  largeft  Species  we 

know  of,  that  fwims  in  the  Sea^     The  Antients  indeed  fcem 

to  have  enlarg'd  too  much  in  their  Account  of  this  AnimaL 

(z)  Pliny  talks  of  fome  that  were  fix  hundred  Feet  long  ; 

and  above  half  as  much  broad.       Solinus  {a)  makes  others 

no  lefs  than  eight  hundred  Feet ;  and  Dionyjius  [b)  feems  to 

affirm  of  others,  that  they  had  a  Throat  wide   enough  to 

fwallow  up  a  Ship  with  all  its  Rigging.      But  tho*  thefe  may 

pafs  for  extravagant  Exaggerations,   (c)  an  Author,  who 

has  wrote  exprefsly  upon  this  Subjedt,  gives  us  this  Account, 

■ "  That,  in  the  Northern  Seas,  there  are  Whales  of 

**  fuch  a  prodigious  Bignefs,  that,  when  their  Flefh  is  taken 
**  off,  and  nothing  left  but  their  Skeletons,  they  look  like 
**  large  Veffels,  or  rather  like  fpacious  Houfes,  with  feveral 
"  Chambers  and  Windows  in  them,  wherein  a  whole  Fa- 
*'  mily  might  find  Room  to  live."  Their  Mouth  (every 
one  allows)  is  capable  of  containing  feveral  Men  at  once. 
We  are  told  [d)  of  one,  caft  upon  the  Coaft  of  Tujcany^  irt 
the  Year  1624,  whofe  Jaws  were  fo  wide,  that  a  Man  on 
Horfeback  might  have  rode  into  them  with  Eafe  :  And  we 
have  not  much  Reafon  to  doubt,  but  that  their  Throat  and 
Belly  are  anfwerable  to  {e)  fo  fpacious  an  Opening.  dfc 

It  cannot  be  thought  indeed,  but  the  OEfophagus,  iti^ 
Creatures  that  are  dead,  muft  be  contracted  to  a  great  De- 
gree, in  Comparifon  to  what  it  is  when  they  are  alivcy 
and  efpecially  when  they  are  eating ;  in  which  Cafe  it  is 
capable  of  fo  great  Dilatation,  (as  is  evident  from  a  Pikers 
fometimes  fwaliowing  another  Filh  almoft  of  his  own  Mag- 
nitude) 

(y)  This  a  French  Author,  named  Rondelet,  reports  of  one 
of  thefe  Sea-Dogs,  which  was  taken  near  Nice,  or  Marfeilles. 
Calmet\  Differt.  fur  le  Poiflbn  qui  engloutit  'Jonah.  (z)  Lib. 
xxxviii.  c.  I.  ^^7J  Cap.   52.  (^^j  Peri egetes,  ver.  603. 

{^c)  Olaui  Magnus,  de  Pifcibus   Monftrof.  lib.   xxi    c.  15,  16. 
(d)  John  Cabri,  of  the  Academy  of  Florence,  makes  mention  of 
this  Whale.         (e)  Quanto  Hiatu  patebat  os  illud,  quod  veluti 
janua  fpeluncs  illius  fuit. 
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nitude)  that  we  need  not  much  fear,  but  that  the  Fid,  A.  m. 
which  God  had  provided  for  that  Purpofe,  was  able  to  ^^'J^'^.^jj.' 
gulp  Jonah  down  at  once,  without  ever  hurting  him.  1005,  &ff.' 
For  the  Whale,  as  we  are  told,  has  neither  Teeth  nor  From 
Turtles,  (whereas  the  Se<i-Dog  has  four  or  five  Rows  of  J^*;;"/^;^ 
Teeth  in  each  Jaw)  and  is  therefore  the  much  properer  of  2  Chron. 
of  the  two  to  receive  into  its  Stomach  any  Thing  alive,  v^VSj 
without  the  Danger  of  Contufion. 

Thus  we  have  convey 'd  Jonah  fafe  and  found  Into 
the  Whale's  Belly  j  let  us,  in  the  next  Place,  fee  how  hefj^,j^,;^ 
is  to  live  there  for  the  Space  of  three  Days.  The  Scrip-  the  Whalii 
ture  indeed  fpeaks  precifely  of  (/)  three  Days  and  three  ^"""'*'^' 
Nights  ;  but  as  Jonah  was  a  Type  of  our  Saviour,  and  his 
Abode  in  the  Belly  of  the  Whale  a  Prefiguration  of  our 
Lord's  Continuance  {g)  in  the  Heart  of  the  Earthy  there 
is  fome  Reafon  to  think,  that  the  Type,  and  the  Jntitype,  in 
this  Refpeft,  were  both  alike  ;  and  that,  as  our  Lord  was 
but  one  whole  Day,  and  Part  of  two  more,  in  the  Grave, 
fo  Jonah  might  continue  no  longer  in  the  Deep  ;  and  yet, 
according  to  the  Hebrew  Way  of  Computatton,  both  be 
truly  faid  to  have  been  three  Days  and  three  Nights,  in  their 
refpe£live  Confinements.  But  not  to  infift  on  this  Jbbrevi" 
ation  of  Time,  what  fome  Naturalijis  tell  us  of  the  Food 
of  the  IVhale,  viz.  That  it  does  not  live  on  Flefli,  but  on 
Weeds,  on  the  Froth  of  the  Sea,  on  Infers,  and  fuch  fmall 
Fifh  as  are  eafy  of  Digeftion,  and  that,  confequently,  as 
having  a  colder  Stomach  it  was  a  fitter  Receptacle  for  the 
Prophet,  than  any  other  Fifh,  that  was  carnivorous  ;  this 
might  be  of  fome  Confideration  perhaps,  were  we  not  dif- 
pos'd  to  call  in  the  miraculous  Power  of  God,  which  alone 
could  preferve  him  in  thefe  Circumftances.  But  then,  we 
cannot  but  allow,  that,  as  he  fufpended  the  Violence  of  the 
Fire  from  hurting  the  three  young  Men,  that  were  caft  into 
the  Furnace ;  that  as  he  made  St.  Peter  %  Body  either  fo  lights 
as  to  walk  upon  the  Waters,  or  the  Waters  fo  folid,  as  to 
fupport  it  ;  fo,  with  the  fame  Facility,  he  might  controul 
the  acid  Humours  in  any  Creature's  Stomach,  and  make  it 
ffor  fuch  a  determinate  Time)  lofe  its  Faculty  of  Digejiion  : 
For  in  all  this,  there  is  nothing  that  furpafles  the  Power  of 
the  great  Author  of  Nature  ,who  gives,  or  fufpends, 
the  Activity  of  all  Bodies,  who  flops,  or  controuls,  who 
changes,  or  modifies  (as  he  thinks  fit)  all  the  Motion  which 

he 

(f)  Jonah  i.  17.        \£)  Matth.  xii.  40. 
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A.  M.     he  communicates  to  Matter,   of  what  Kind  foever  it  be» 

Ant^'cht^if  ^"'^J  '"  ^^^  Manner,    tho'  it  be  impoflible,  according  to 

1003,  &c.  the  ordinary  Laws  of  Nature,  for  a  Man  to  breathe  in  the 

From      Stomach  of  a  Fifli,  or,  at  leaft,  to  draw  in  fuch  a  Quantity 

to  thr  End  °^  ^'^»  ^^  '^  requifite  to  give  a  due  Circulation  to  his  Blood  } 

of  z  chron.  ytt^  fince  it  is  neither  contrary  to  the  Nature,  nor  fuperior 

wOTNi*  to  the  Power,  of  God,  by  one  Means  or  other  to  efFed  the 

Thing,  if  it  be  but  agreeable  to  his  Will,  we  cannot  fee  any 

Reafon  why  it  may  not  be  done. 

B  ATSy  and  Swallows,  and  other  Birds,  which  in  the 
cold  Seafon  of  the  Year  creep  into  ClifFs  of  Rocks,  and 
hollow  Treeps,  (h)  Creatures,  that  live  under  Ground, 
and  feveral  others,  that  abide  at  the  Bottom  of  deep  Waters, 
fubfitt  in  a  Manner  without  breathing.  They  live,  as  it 
were,  in  a  Deliquium  of  Life,  and  the  Blood  in  their  Veins 
feems  to  move  very  flowly,  if  at  all ;  and  yet  we  find  them 
revive  again,  upon  the  Approach  of  the  ^^«;^/ Heat  of  the 
Sun,  to  give  their  Blood  and  Juices  a  brilker  Fermentation  j 
and  why  might  not  God  then,  during  thefe  chree  Days  and 
Nights,  put  'Jonah  into  the  very  fame  State  of  Repofe  and 
Tranquillity,  that  either  the  Element  they  live  in,  or  the 
colder  Seafon  of  the  Year  do  naturally  bring  upon  thefe  Ani- 
mals, by  correcting  the  Fluidity,  and  retarding  the  Circula- 
tion of  his  Blood,  fo  as  to  make  frequent  Refpiration  not  fo 
neceffary  ? 

The  antient  Phyficians  were  of  Opinion,  that,  while  the 
Child  continu'd  in  its  Mother's  Womb,  it  liv'd  without 
breathing,  fo  that  there  was  no  Employment  for  the  Lungs, 
until  it  came  into  the  open  Air ;  but  later  Anatomijls  will 
perfuade  us,  that,  without  fome  Circulation  of  Blood  in  the 
Bodyj  no  Animal  can  live ;  and  therefore  they  pretend  to 
have  found  out  in  the  Foetus  a  confiderable  Artery,  which 
conveys  the  Blood  from  the  Vena  Cava  (without  its  pafling 
into  the  right  Fentricle  of  the  Heart  j  into  the  Lungs  ;  from 
whence,  by  another  fmaller  Artery  (which  they  call  the  Bo- 
tal)  it  is  carry'd  into  the  Aorta,  and  fo  continues  in  a  per- 
petual Circulation,  without  entering  the  Lobes  of  the  Lungs ^ 
which  are  not  replete  with  Blood,  nor  begin  to  move,  until 
the  Child  is  born  and  fucks  in  the  frcfli  Air.  For  then,  fay 
they,  the  Blood,  being  forc'd  by  the  Motion  of  the  Heart 
into  the  Artery,  whofe  Orifice  lies  in  its  right  Fentricl^t 
goes  diredly  into  the  Lungs,  and  is  thence  brought  back  by 

the 

(h)  Calmet'i  Differt,  fur  le  PoiiTon,  &c. 
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the  Pulmonary  Vein  j    fo  that  the    other   Veflels,    which     A.  M. 
help  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood  in   the  Fa-tus^  being  now  i°°'' f  5; 

'■  ^  .    ,-         .        1         r^  j-L  1  1      Pi  Ant.  Chril, 

become  ufelefs,    do    by   Degrees   Itop,  and  are  dry  d   up;  ,^03,  &c^ 
But  it  may    not  always  happen  fu  :    In   fome    particular     From 
Perfons  Naiure  fbmetimes  p;  serves  tiiem  open  ;    and  this  t„^]!,"^pn^"' 
is  the  Reafon  which  fome  give  us,  why  the    Divers    fas  of  a  chion-, 
they  are  called)    who  accullom   themfelves    to   go  under  y^^f^u 
Watery    to    difcover    and     bring    up   the    Riches   of  the 
Dcep^  can  abide  fo  long  in  that  Element,  without  breath- 
ing. 

We  pretend  not  however  to  advance,  that  fonah  was 
one  of  this  fort  of  Men ;  but  ftill  we  may  affirm,  that 
it  was  in  God's  Power,  during  his  Continuance  in  the 
Fijh\  Belly,  to  put  him  in  fuch  a  State  of  Acquiefceiice, 
and  his  Blood  into  fuch  a  Form  of  Circulation,  as  would 
require  no  more  Refpiration,  than  the  Pectus  has  in  the 
Womb.  In  this  there  is  nothing  impoffible,  nothing  in- 
compatible with  the  Laws  of  Nature  ;  tho'  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that,  ftricStly  fpeaking,  the  Thing  is  a- 
bove  the  ordinary  and  known  Laws  of  Nature,  and 
therefore  miraculous  :  But  then,  if  we  believe  not  this 
Miraclcj  why  fliould  we  believe  any  other^  or  why  Ihould 
it  be  thought  a  more  incredible  Thing,  that  "Jonah  ftiould 
live  three  Days  in  the  Belly  of  a  large  Filti,  than  that 
La'zarus  {i)  fhould  be  re-called  to  Life  againj  after  he 
had  been  four  Days  bury'd  in  the  Grave  ;  that  the  Prophet 
fliould  return  from  this  Sea-Monjier's  Stomach,  fafe  and 
found,  than  that  the  (k)  three  Jews  in  Babylon  fhould  ef- 
cape  from  the  flaming  Furnace,  without  having  fo  much 
as  the  fmell  of  the  Fire  pajs  upon  them  P 

*'  But    other  Miracles,  it  -may  be  faid^  were  done  ^ot  AnOh}eaMi 
"  fome  wife  Ends    of  Providence,    and   when    there    ap- 
"  pear'd   fan    urgent  Occafion  for  God's  exerting  his  Al- 
*'  mighty  Power  ;  whereas,  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  there 
*'  feems  to  be  none   at  all." 

That  Prophets,  however   invefted  with    great  Power^ ^«/werV,^j> 
and  fometimes  intruded  with  high  Commiflions  from   God, /-'«''' "^/^'^ 
were  (/)  Men  fmje^  to  like  PaJJions  zv\^\n?[vm\i\cs  as   ^^^^^^/./"^i'/i 
are^  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  Teftimony  of  the  Apojllc'^  Miracle, \\z. 
but  from  the  Accounts   of  their   own  Behaviour  likewife. '"  Z"'"'/' 1°" 

The"^^' 

(i)  John  xi.  17,  39,  44.        [k]  Dan.  iii.  27.       (i)  James  V. 

«  7 
Vol.  IV,  P 
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A.  M.     The  Prophet,  that   was  fent  to  Bethel  to  denounce  God's 
A°°' ch^f'  Judgment  againft   the  idolatrous  Altar,  was  a  fad  Example 
1003,  &c'.  of  human   Frailty,  in   giving  Credit  to  the  Perfuafions    of 
From      another,  even  when  they  contradi6led  a  Divine  Command. 
^■^'"Si.^^""yoK^Z?,  when  he  was  dircfted  to  go  to  Nine'veh^  difcover'd 
cf  a  Chron.  the  like,  if  no  greater,  7  okens  of  human  Infirmity,    when, 
^^OUinfteadof  purfuing  that  Journey,  he  bent  his  Courfe  another 
Way,  not   without  fome  vain   Hopes  of  evading  by  that 
Means  the  Divine  Prefence  :    And  therefore,  as  God  fent  a 
Lion  to  flay  the  Prophet  of  Judah,  for  his  too  much  Credu- 
lity ;  fo  fome  have  imagin'd,  that  he  not  only    purfu'd  this 
prophet  of  Ifrael  with  a  dreadful  Storm,  but  even  had  him 
thrown  over- board,  and  fvvallow'd  up  by  this  Sea-Monjier^ 
in  Punifbment  for  his  Perverfenefs  and  Prevarication.     God 
indeed,  by   bis  over-ruling  Power,  made  the  Belly  cf  this 
Monfler  a  Place  of  Security  to  him  ;  but  what  Notions  the 
Prophet  himfelf  had    of  this  ftrange  Habitation,  {m)  where 
the  Floods  compojfed  hi?n  about,  and  the  Billows  and  TVaves 
pnjjed  over  him,  we  may  learn  from  his  Meditations  in  the 
Deep,  («)  when  he  cried,  by  Reafon  of  his  Affii£iion,  to  the 
Lord,  and  he  heard  him  :  So  that,  upon   the  Prefumption, 
that  God  intended  not  to  deftroy  him,  the  primary  Reafon, 
we  may  imagine,  for  his  appointing  this  Fifh  to  fwallow  him 
up,  was  to  flop  this  fagiti've  Prophet,  as  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  make  his  Efcape :  But  then,  in  the  Midji  of  Judg- 
j  ?nent    thinking  upon   Mercy,  after  a  Confinement   of  three 

Nights   and    three   Days   in  the  Deep,    whereby   he  both 
taught  him  better  Obedience  for  the  future,  and  reftity'd  his 
Notions  concerning  the  Divine  Omniprefence,  he  order'd  his 
'Jailor  (if  we  may   fo  fpeak)  to  give  him  his  Liberty,  and 
deliver  him  fafe  on  Shore. 
To  convert        The  Oriental  Traditions  do  vaftly  differ  as  to  the  Place, 
*fitrs    "''''    where  Jonah  was  caft  upon  the   Land.     (0)  Jofephus  muft 
needs  be  under  a  grofs  A^iftake,  when,  to  throw  him  upon 
fome  Coaft  of  the  Euxine  Sea,  he  makes  the  Whale  (which 
could    hardly   be  any   quick    Mover)    run    eight    hundred 
Leagues,  at  leaft,  in  three  Days    and  Nights :  Neither  are 
others,  who,  from  the  upper  Part    of  the  Mediterranean, 
carry  him  into  the  Ocean,  and  thence  into  the  Red-Sea,  or 
the  Pcrfian  Gulph,  in  the  like  Space  of  Time,  any  happier 
in  their  Conjedtures.     This  Ship,  we  know,  was  bound  for 

Tarfus 

/  {m)  Jonah  ii.  3,  (»)  Ibid.  ver.  2.  (0)  Jeifjijh 

Antiq.  lib.  ix.  c.  u. 
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Tarfus  (/»),  a  great  trading  Town  in  Cilicta^  a  Province  in    a.  m, 
Jjia  Minor y  at  the  Eaji  End    of  the  Mediierranean-Sea  •,^°°^'^'^:^^^ 
and  therefore  themoft  probable  Opinion  is,  that,  fomewhereiooj,  &c. 
on  this  Coaft,  the  Fifh  difembogu'd   itfelf  of  Jonah  ;  and)      From 
if  fo,  the  Mariners,  who,  by  the  Time  that  he  was  fet  on  'o^lf  Enj"* 
Shore,  had  arriv'd  at  their  Port,  when  they  heard  the  ftrangCof  2  Chron* 
Account  of  his  Deliverance,  muft  have  become  Convert i  to  ^^\'\J 
the  Worfhip  of  that  God  only,  who,  in  this  Inftance,  had 
Ihewn  hilnfelf  able  (^)  to  do  whatever  he  pleafed  in  Heaven^ 
and  in  the  Earth,  in  the  Sea,  and  in  all  the  deep  Places. 

In  the  Storm  which  St.  Paul,  in  his  Voyage  from  Crete 
to  Rome,  underwent,  an  Angel  flood  by  him  one  Night, 
and  faid  unto  liim,  (r)  Lo,  God  hath  given  thee  all  them 
that  fail  with  thee :  And  if,  by  the  Expreflion,  we  may  un- 
derftand  the  Salvation  of  their  Souls,  as  well  as  their  Bodies, 
a  fufficient  Reafon  it  was,  for  God's  permitting  this  Diftrefs  1 

to  fall  upon  them,  fince  eventually  it  provM  the  Occafion  of 
their  Converfion.  And,  in  like  Manner,  if  the  fudden 
Ceafmg  of  the  Storm  upon  Jonah's  being  cajl  forth  itito  the 
Sea  (s),  made  fo  ftrong  an  Impreflion  upon  the  Mariners, 
that  failed  with  him ;  how  can  we  think,  but  that  his  mira- 
tulous  Efcape  out  of  that  mercilefs  Element  (efpecially 
when  he  came  to  recount  the  Particulars  of  it)  would  make 
them  all  Profelytes  to  his  Religion  ?  And,  if  may  we  fuppofe 
farther,  that  fome  of  the  Ship's  Crew  accompany'd  him  to 
Nineveh,  as  knowing  the  Purpofe  of  his  Errand  thither,  to 
teftify  to  the  People,  that  he  was  the  fame  Man,  who  was 
in  this  Manner  deliver'd  from  the  Jaws  of  the  Deep,  or 
that  the  Ninevites  came  by  their  Intelligence  of  this  Miracle 
by  fome  other  Means ;  we  have  here  a  good  Reafon  why 
they  attended  to  his  Meflage,  and  repented  at  his  Preaching, 
and  confequently,  why  God  wrought  this  wonderful  Work 
upon  him,  in  order  to  give  his  PrediSiions  more  Weight 
and  Authority. 

Nay  farther,  we  may  fuppofe,  that,  when  the  People  ofra  maghifi 
Nineveh  heard   Jonah    preaching  about    their  Streets,  and  '^'>  oivn 
threatening   their  City  with  fo  fudden   a  DeftruiStion,  their ^^'"^* 
Curiofity   would  naturally  lead  them  to   enquire   who  that 
Perfon  was,  and  by  whofe  Authority  it  was,  that  he  took  fo 
much  upon  him  ?  And  being  inform'd,  that  he  was  of  a  Na- 
tion [t)  which  had  God  more  nigh  unto  them  in  all  Things^ 
P  2  that 

(p)  Wells\  Geography  of  the  New  Teftament,  Part  iii 
(^)  Pfal.  cxxxv.  6.        (r)  A<Ss  xxvii.  24.       \s)  Jonah  i,  i^, 
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A.  M.     that  they  called  upon  hhn  for,  and  had  Statutes  and  Judg* 
-001,  ^c-  ^g„fs  f/iore  righteot/s  than  any   other  People  upon  Earth:  A 
to^ojffe??"  Nation,  (u)  to  whom  (as  the   Jpojlle  exprcires  it)  apper- 
From'iKings  tallied  the  Adoption,  and  the  Glory ^  and  the  Covenant,  and 
viii.  to  the   ^j^g  Giving   of  the  Lazu,  and  the  Service  of  God,  and  the 
Chronf^      Promt fes  :    A  Nation  (x)  which  the  Lord  had  taken  from 
\,^'\'\ti'  t^-x^  Midji  of  another  Nation,  had  brought  out  of  Egypt  and 
fettled  in  Canaan,  by   Temptations,  hy  Signs,  and  by  PFon- 
ders,  and  by  War,  and  by  a  ?nighiy  Hand,  and  by  a  Jir etch- 
ed-out  Arm,  and  by  great  Terrors  ;  and  that  he,  in  particu- 
lar, was  a  Prophet  of  this  great  God,  who  hadtnadethe  Hea- 
vens and  the  Earth,  the  Sea,  and  all  that   in  them  is,  and 
who,  for  his  Difobedience  in  refufing  to  come  upon  this  Er- 
rand, had  coniin'd  him  in    the  Deep  for  three  Days    and 
Nights,  but  now,  upon  his  Humiliation,  had   fet  him  free 
from  his  ghajlly   Prifon,  and  given  him  Courage  to    fpeak 
~-  with  fo  much  Boldnefs :  The  People,  I  fay,  who  were  in- 
form'd   of  all   this,  could  not  well  fail  of  giving  God    the 
Glory  due  unto  his  Name,  for  fending  a  Prophet  of  his  fa* 
vourite  Nation,  and  one  of  fo  diftinguifh'd  a  Character,  to 
give  them  Notice  of  their  impending  Doom. 

(y)  1  WROUGHT  for   jny    Name's   Sake,    ffays 
God,  remembering  the  wondrous  Things  which  he  had  done 
for  the  Children  of  Ifrael)  I  wrought  for  7ny  Name's  Sake, 
that   it  Jhould  not   be  polluted  among  the   Heathen,  among 
whom  they  vjcre,  in  ivhofe  Sight    1  made  myjelf  known  unto 
ihem,  in  bringing  thetn  out    of  the   Land  of  Egypt :    And 
therefore  we   may  well  admit  (as    another    Motive  to  his 
working  this  Aliracle)  the  Defire  he  had  to  raife  the  Fame 
of  a  Nation  he  had  taken  fo  immediately  under  his  Care,  as 
well    as  to  have  the   Glory  of  his   own  Name  magnify'd 
And  to  /Hjjtf  among  tlie    Gentiles.     To  which  we  may  add    that   moft 
Jonah  a       v/clghty  Reafon  of  all,  which  our  blefled  Saviour  fuggefts : 
Chin       ^   (^/^   ^'^  ^^''^  ^'^'-^  adulterous  Generation  feeketh  after  a  Sign, 
and  there  fi:all  no  Sign  be  given   to  it,  but  the   Sign  of  the 
Prophet  Jonas :  For  as   Jonas  was  three   Days    and   three 
Nights  in  the  '  Whale's  Belly,  fo  JJmll  the  Son  of  Man   be 
three  Days  and  three  Nights  in  the  Heart  of  the   Earth. 
So  that  the  great  Defign  of  God's  exhibiting,  at  this  Time, 
this  Miracle  in  the  Pci  fon  of  Jonah,  was  to  confirm,  in  fu- 
ture Ages,  the  great  -dvA  fundamental  Article   of  our  Faith, 
upon  which  the  whole  Superftrudure  of  the  Chriflian  Reli- 
gion 

(«)  Rom.  ix.  4.  (x)  Deut,  iv.  34.  (y)  Ez^k. 

XX.  9,  14.  [z)  Matth.  xii,  39,  40. 
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gion  depends,  the  RefurreSiion  cf  our  Saviour  ChriJI  ;  and     A.  M. 
that,  whenever  the  Reality  of  that  FaSf^  as  it  is  related  inin°''c5fr[ft 
the   New  Tejiamenty  came   to    be  called  in  Queftion,  vjq  ico'i,  &c.' 


rom 


might  be  furnifh'd  with    a  parallel  Inftance  of  the  mighty     F 
Poiver  of  God,  recorded  in  the  Old.  lo^h!Vi' 

Nor  is  it  only  in  the  facred  Records  that  we  meet  with  of  2  Chron. 
this  Hiftory  of  Jonah,  but  in  the  Fables,  related  by  feveral  L/'V%J 
Heathen  Authors  both  in  Verfe  and  Profe,  we  find  evident  "^j"  Hijiory 
Footfteps  and  Memorials  of  it.  Hercules  was  the  g^&^^  alluded  to  ir 
Champion  of  the  Grecians,  and  his  Fame  they  were  wont  to  Heathen 
adorn  with  all  the  remarkable  Exploits,  that  they  could  in  ^'^*^"- 
any  Nation  hear  of.  'Tis  not  improbable  therefore,  {a) 
that  the  Adventure  of  his  jumping  down  the  Throat  of  the 
Sea-Dog,  which  iV^/'/««^  had  fent  to  devour  him,  and  there 
concealing  himfelf  for  three  Days,  v^ithout  any  Manner  of 
Hurt,  fave  the  Lofs  of  a  few  Hairs,  which  came  ofF  by  the 
Heat  of  the  Creature's  Stomach,  was  founded  upon  fome 
blind  Tradition,  which  thefe  People  might  have  of  what  hap- 
pen'd  "to  Jonah.  Nor  can  the  known  Story  of  Ar'on^ 
thrown  over-board  by  the  Seamen,  but  taken  up  by  a  x  '  ^- 
fhin,  and  carry'd  fafe  to  Corinth,  be  juftly  referr'd  to  any 
other  Original y  fmce,  {b)  befides  fome  Refemblance  in 
their  Names,  and  no  great  Difparity  in  the  Times  wherein 
they  liv'd,  (which  are  both  Circumftances  that  make  for  this 
Hypothefis)  the  fuppos'd  Difference  in  their  refpedl:ive  Call- 
ings can  be  no  manner  of  Objedion  to  it,  {c)  becaufe  the 
fame  Word  in  the  Hebrew  Tongue  fignifies  both  a  Prophet 
and  a  Mufician.  And  therefore  it  is  remarkable,  that,  as 
Arion  play'd  the  Tune,  wherewith  he  charm'd  and  allur'd 
the  Fi{h  to  fave  him,  before  he  jump'd  over-board  \  fo  Jo- 
nah, when  he  found  himfelf  fafely  landed,  utter'd,  what  is 
called  (d)  a  Prayer  indeed,  but  is,  in  Reality,  a  lofty  Hymn^ 
in  Commemoration  of  his  great  Deliverance,  as  appears  by 
this  Specimen :  (^)  The  Waters  compaffed  me  about,  even  to 
the  Soul  J  the  Depth  clofed  me  round  about,  and  IPeeds  were 
wrapped  about  my  Head.  I  went  doiun  to  the  Bottoms  of  the 
Mountains ;  the  Earth,  with  her  Bars,  was  about  me  for 
ever;  yet  hafi  thou  brought  up  my  Life  from  the  Pit,  O 
Lord  my  God. 

P  3  CHAP. 

(a)  Lycophron.  vid.  Grotius  and  Bochart.  (h)  Huet.  De- 

monft.  Evang.  Propof.  4.  de  Propheta  Jona.  '  (c)  Huetius, 

ibid.  (dj  Jonah  ii.  2.  [e)  Ibid.  ver.  5,  6. 
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From 
1  Kings  viii. 

totheEnd    From  the  Death  (?/ Uzziah,   to  the  Death  of  Josi An, 
^l^^-^^  King    of    JUDAH. 

The  History, 

Zechariah,    '  |  ""HE  Interregnumf,  or  Vacancy  in  the  Throne  of  i/rfl^/, 
madcKiagef   X     which  laftcd  for  two  and  twenty  Years  and  upwards, 
viufther^d  by  Gccafioned  fo  general  a  Confufion,  that  the  People,  at  length, 
Shallum,      came  to  a  Refolution  to  place  Zechariah^  the  Son  of  Jero- 
T^M^'^^^'"  ^°^^^    ^"^   *^^  fourth  t  and  lafl  of  Jehu's  line,   upon   the 
licm/"^"     Throne.     This  happen'd   in  the  eight  and  thirtieth  Year  of 
Uzziah  King  of  fudah  ;  but  as  he  prov'd  a  wicked  Prince, 
and  follow'd  the  Steps  of  his  Ancejlors^  he  did  not  live  long; . 
to  enjoy  the  Government :  For,  at  the  End  of  fix  Months, 
he  was  murther'd  by  Shallum,  who  ufurp'd   the  Throne, 
but  enjoy'd   it  no  longer  than  one  Month.     For  Menahem, 
General  of  the  King's  Forces,    which  were  then  befieging 
Tir%ah,  hearing  of  what  Shallum   had   done,    immediately 
rais'd  the  Siege,  and,  marching  dire6lly  to  Samaria^  defeat- 
ed and  flew  Shallum  ;  and,    by  the  Power  and  Authority  of 
the  Army,  plac'd  himfelf  upon  the  Throne.     Not  long  after 

this, 

-fThis  Interregnum  feme  Chromlogers  make  longer,  and  fon\e 
ihorter,  according  as  they  fu.ppofe  that  Zechariah  reign'd  more 
©rlefs,  in  Conjundion  with  his  Father  :  But,  that  there  wasma- 
nifeftly  a  Vacancy  in  the  Throne  of  Ifracl  for  the  Time  affign'd, 
is  evident  from  hence  : That  Jeroboam  the  lid,  who  be- 
gan to  reign  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  Ama%iah  King  of  Judah, 
dy'd  in  the  fif;eentli  Year  of  Uzziah;  and  that  his  Son  Zecha- 
riah began  not  to  reign,  till  the  eight  and  thirtieth  Year  of  the 
faid  Uzzii.J;  ',  fo  that  there  was  plainly  all  this  Interregnum,  but 
whence  it  was  occafion'd,  whether  by  Foreign  Wars,  or  rather 
by  Domcfiick  Confufions,  (as  appears  by  the  unfortun,ate  End  of 
the  Succeflbrs)  we  are  no  u  here  told,     Pa/rzV/^'s  Commentary. 

f  God  ha.d  promifed  Jthu^  that,  for  executing  his  Will  upon 
the  Houfe  of  Ahab,  he  would  continue  the  Crown  of  Ifrael  in 
his  Family  for  four  Generations  ;  and  accordingly,  Jehoahaz, 
Jocjh,  Jchoram,  and  Zechariah  fucceeded  him  :  But,  becaufe 
iie  did  it,  not  fo  much  in  Obedience  to  the  Divine  Command,  as 
to  fatisf .  his  private  and  ambitious  Views,  and  in  a  Method  of 
Cruelty  quite  abhorrent  to  the  Divine  Nature,  God  cut  his  Fa- 
mily 


Chap.  IV.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.     231 

this,  he  return'd   with  his  Army  to  Tirzah  f;  but  the  In-     A.  M. 
habitants  refufing  to  open  the  Gates,    he  took  the  Place  by  3oci/  &c. 
Storm,   and   fo  having  fpoiled  it,  and  laid   all   the  Country  jo"^^^."' 
wafte   as  far  as  Tiphzah,  he  came,  and  fat  down  before  it :  From'iKirg* 
But,  when  the  People  olTiphzah,  in  like  Manner,  refus'd  to  Z,"'*  "^^  ^"^^ 
open  their  Gates,  and  fubmit  to  him,  without  DiftiniElion  of  chron.  * 
Age  or  Sex,  he  put  them  all  to  the  Sword,  and,  in  fhort,  was  fo  wOT^ 
P  4  barbaroufly 

mily  fhort,  as  foon  as  he  had  fulfilled  his  Promife  to  him,  and 
thereby  accomplilh'd  the  Prophecy  of  Hofea ;  I  ivill  aniengs  the 
Blood  o/'Jezreel  upon  the  Houfe  of  ^t\wx,  and  ivill  caufe  to  ceafe 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Houfe  of  l(r?ie\.   Chap.   i.  4.    and  perhaps   it  I 

was  in  Remembrance  of  this  Prophecy,  as  well  as  of  the  Pro- 
mife, which  confin'd  the  Kingdom  in  fehus  Family  to  four 
Generations  only,  2  Kings  xv.  10.  that  Shallum  was  encourag'd 
to  attempt  the  Life  of  Zechariah.  Patrick''^  Commentary,  and 
PooPs  Annotations. 

f  This  is  a  Place  we  find  frequent  Mention  of  in  the  facrcd 
Records,  becaufe  it  was  a  long  Time  the  Regal  City  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ifrael,  after  that  the  ten  Tribes  had  revolted  from 
the  Houfe  of  David.  'Jerohoa7ny  who  was  the  firft  King  of  If- 
rael,  (though  he  dwelt  for  fome  Time  in  Shechem)  in  his  latter 
Days,  at  leaft,  refided  here,  as  did  all  the  other  Kings  of  If- 
rael; until  Omri,  having  reign'd  fix  Years  in  Tirzah,  hmltSa- 
maria,  and  remov'd  the  Royal  Seat  thither,  where  it  continued 
until  a  final  Period  was  put  to  that  Kingdom.  Now  the  Reafon, 
which  induc'd  the  firft  Kings  of  Ifrael  to  make  Tirzah  the  Place 
of  their  Refidence,  may  be  gather'd  from  that  Expreffion  in 
Canticles,  Thou  art  beautiful,  O  my  Love,  as  Tirzah,  Chap.  vi. 
4.  which  certainly  implies,  that  Tirzah  was  a  beautiful  and  plea- 
fant  City  to  dwell  in.  But  how  famous  and  beautiful  a  Place 
foever  this  City  was,  we  have  no  certain  Account  of  its  Situati- 
on ;  only  it  is  fuppos'd  by  moft,  that  as  "Jeroboam  was  of  the 
Tribe  of  Ephraim,  he  would  be  naturally  inclin'd  to  make 
Choice  of  a  Place,  within  the  Compafs  of  his  Tribe,  for  his 
Royal  City  :  And  this  Opinion  is  thought  to  receive  fome  Con- 
firmation from  the  Word  Ephraim^  being  frequently  us'd  to  de- 
note the  <vjhole  Kingdom  of  Ifrael,  even  becaufe  its  capital  City 
was  fituated  in  that  Tribe.  However  this  be,  'tis  pretty  plain, 
from  the  Circumftances  of  the  Story,  that  the  Tiphzah,  where 
Menahem  exercis'd  fo  much  Cruelty,  was  not  the  Town  of  that 
Name  which  lay  upon  the  Euphrates,  mention'd  in  i  Kings  iv. 
2 1 .  as  one  of  the  Boundaries  of  Solomons  Dominion,  but  fome 
Place  not  far  from  Tirzah,  and  confequently,  very  probably,  in 
the  Tribe  of  Ephraim.  Welh-%  Geography  of  the  Old  Tcfta- 
ment,  Vol.  III. 
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A.  M.     barbaroufly  cruel,  as  to  *  rip  up  the  very  Women  that  were 
T^'ou'c   with  Child. 

Ant.  Chnf.  mr  t      i         rr-  r        Arr     •  i-  Ai 

J033,  (Sc.       r  U  L  t,    King  of    AJjyria^    taking   the   Advantage  of 

From      thefe  Diftradtions,  march'd  with  an  Army,  and  invaded  the 

to^Snd"  Kingdom  of  IJracl  on  the  other  Side  of  Jordan^  which  lay 

pf  7,  Chron.  nearcft   to  Babylon  :  But   Menahem  by   a  Prefent   of  three 

%yy^  thou/and  Talents    of    Silver,  which  he    rais'd   out   of  the 

wealthiefl  of  his  Subje(5ts,  prevailed  with  him,  not  only   to 

withdraw  his  Forces,  but  to  recognize  his  Title  likewife  to 

the 

*  Jofcphus  does  not  indeed  make  mention  of  this  particular 
Inftance  of  his  unrelenting  Cruelty,  but  this  he  tells  us,  that, 
•'  when  he  had  taken  the  Town,  he  put  all  to  the  Sword,  with- 
**  out  fparing  a  Man,  Woman,  or  Child  ;  and  that  he  exer- 
"  cis'd  fuch  mercilefs  Rigour  and  Inhumanity  towards  his  own 
**  Countrymen,  as  would  have  been  unpardonable  even  to  the 
*'  worlt  of  Barbarians ;"  But  by  theie  Methods  he  thought, 
no  doubt,  to  terrify  the  whole  Kingdom,  fo  that  none  might 
dare  to  withftand  him.  Jewifh  Antiq.  lib.  ix.  c.  11.  and 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

-|~  This  is  the  firft  Time  that  we  find  any  Mention  made  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Jjjyria,  fince  the  Days  of  Nimrod,  who  erefted 
a  fmall  Principality  there.  Gen.  x.  1 1 .  and  P«/,  or  Phul,  is  the 
■firft  Monarch  of  that  Nation,  who  invaded  Ij'rael ,  and   began 
their  Tranfportation  out  of  their  Country.     Some  ar»:\  o     Opi- 
nion, that  he  was  the  fame  with  Bdrfs,  the  Governoi*  d  Ba- 
hylon,  who,  together  with  Arbaces  the  Mede,  flew  Sardatiapalus, 
the  laft  of  the  JJfyrtan  Monarchs,  ana  tranflated  the  Empire  to 
the  Chaldeans.     Our  excellent  Patrick  feems  to   be   confident ' 
in  this  :  But,  according  to  our  learned  Prideauxy  Belefis  was  one 
Generation  later,  and  therefore  it  is  fuppos'd,  that  this  Pulwats 
the  Father  of  Sardanapalus,  who   was  called  Sardon    with  the 
Annexion  of  his  Father's  Name  Pul,  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
Merodacl't  King  of  Babylon,  was  called  Merodach  baladan,    be- 
caufe  he  was  the  Son  of  Baladan.     This  Pul  therefore  was  the 
fame  King  of  Ajj'yri-i,  v^ho,  when  Jonah  preach'd   againft  i\V- 
ftenjeh,  gave  great  Tokens  of  his  Humiliation  and  Repentance. 
The  only  Difficult}'  is,  that  he  feems  to  have  march'd  his  Arjny 
from  Babylon,  and  not  from  Nineveh,  and  yet  his  Son  and  Suc- 
ceflor,  we  find,  Jiv'd  at  Nine'veh  :  But  then  it  is  fuggefted,  that, 
as  the  Kings  pf  AJJyria  refided  fometimes  at  Babylon,  and  fome- 
tinies  at  Nine'veh,  'tis  not  improbable,  that    Pul,  to  avoid    the 
Judgments,  which  Jonah  threatened  againft  the  latter,  might 
remove  to  Babylon,  where  he  refided  the  remaining  Part  of  his 
Reign  ;  and   this  made  it  fo  convenient   for  him  to  attack  the 
J/raelites  on  the  other  Side  of  Jordan.     Prideaux'z  Connc^lion, 
A.  747,  and  Bedford'^  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi, 
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the  Crown  of  Ifrael,,  before  he  left  the  Kingdom ;  which    A.  m. 
was  one  great  Reafon,  that  he   held  the  quiet   Poffeffion    of3^"^^^^'^^^[^ 
it  for  the  Space  of  ten  Years,  and,   in  the  fiftieth  Year  of  ,03,  ^\.' 
Uzz'iah  King  of  Judah^  dy'd,  and  f    was  fucceeded  in   itFromiKingg 
by  his  Son  P^i^/:'/^/:'  _  _  SSt' 

P  E  KAHIAH  however  did  not  reign  above  two  Years,  cinon. 
before  he  was  murther'd,  in  his  Royal  Palace,  by  Pekah^  .v'VNJ 
the  General  of  his  Army,  who,  in  the  laft  Year  of  Uzziah,  Menahem  is 
ufurp'd  the  Crown,  and  wore  it  for  twenty  Years,  but  ^otp^J^^^^^^  ^ 
without  much  Difquiet  and  Perplexity.  For,  after  that  Til-  ivbo  is  mur. 
frath-Pilefer  f ,  King  of  J/Jyriai  had  feveral  Times  invaded  ^^^"'"^  h 

*  -  "  1  •    Pekah,  ivht 

"^^  is  murther'd 
by  Hofhea, 

f  This   fhews  that  Menahem  was  a   Man  of  great  Weight  ^"^"  '^^^°'» 
and  Confxderation  ;  fince,   notwithftanding  all  his  Violence  and ^jj'^^"^'''* 
Cruelty,  he   left   the    Kingdom  in  his  own    Family,  which  his^^^^^^. 
two  Predeceffors  could  not  do.  It  is  manifeft  however,  that  \!i\zx&ftrofdhy 
was  a  fmall  Interregnum   of  about  a  Year's   Continuance,  be- Salmanefer. 
twcen  his  Death  and  his  Son's  Acceffion  :  For  his    Son  did  not 
begin  to  reign  till    the  fiftieth  Year    of  Uzziah,   and  yet  he 
muft  have  been  dead  the  Year  before,  becaufe  it  is  faid  of  him, 
2  Kings  XV.  that  he  began  to  reignin  the  thirty-ninth  of  Uzziah, 
and  reign'dbut  ten  Years.  There  was  therefore  apparently  an  In- 
terregnum ;  but  what  the  Occafion   of  it  was,  it  is  not   fo  well 
known  ;  though  there  is  Room  to   fuppofe,  that  it  proceeded 
from  the  Intereft  of  his  Siicccjfor,  who  might  raife   a  Party  to 
keep  him  out  of  the  Throne,  as  he   did  afterwards    to  deprive 
him  both  of  that,  and  Life.     For  (according  to  Jofephus)  "  He 
*'  was  cut  to  Pieces,  with  feveral  of  his  Friends  about  him,  at 
^*  a  publick  Feaji,  by  the  treafonable  Pradlice  of  Pekah,  one  of 
*'  his  principal  Officers,  who,   feizing  upon  the  Government, 
"  reign'd  about  twenty   Years,  and  left  it   at  laft   a   difficult 
"  Queftion  to  determine.  Whether  he  ivas  tnore  remarkable  for 
*'  his  Impiety   tonjoards  God,  or  for  his  Injufiice  toiuards  Men." 
Jofeph.  Antiq.   lib.  ix.  c.  ii.  and  Bedford's  Scripture  Chrono- 
logy, lib.  vi. 

\  He  is  fuppos'd  by  fome  to  have  been  the  Son  and  Suc- 
ceffor  of  Sardanapalus,  who  reftor'd  the  Kingdom  of  Jffyria^ 
and  poffefs'd  it,  after  it  had  been  difmember'd  by  Belefis  and 
Arhaces;  but  our  learned  Prideaux  (who  begins  his  excellent  Con- 
neBion  of  the  Hijlory  of  the  Old  and  Ne^iu  Teftament  at  this  Pe- 
riod) makes  him  to  be  the  fame  with  Arhaces,  by  jEiian 
called  Thilgafnus,  and  by  Caftor,  Ninus  Junior  ;  who,  together 
with  Belefis,  headed  the  Confpiracy  againil  Sardanapalus,  and 
fix'd  his  Royal  Seat  at  Nine'veh,  the  antient  Refidence  of  the 
Ajfyrian  Kings,  as  Belefis  (who  in  Scripture  is  likewife  called 
Baladan,  Ifaiah  xxxix.  l.)  did  his  at  Babylon,  and  there  go- 

veiii'd 
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A,  M,  his  Kingdom,  taken  his  Cities,  ravag'd  the  Country,  and 
Ant^'chrm.^^^''y'^  away  great  Numbers  of  his  Subjects  captive,  Hojhsa 
1003,  6f<r.   f ,  the  Son   of  Elah^  murther'd  him,  (as  he  had  done  his 

From  Predeceflbr)  and,  after  an  Interregnum  of  nine  Years, 
to^he^End"*  ^"^^^  himfelf  into  the  Throne  j  but  it  was  not  long,  before 
of  2  chion.  he  found  that  his  Ufurpation  was  attended  with  many  In- 
LXV^  cumbrances. 

SALMJNESERy  who,  in  the  fourteenth  Year  of 
Ahavc^  King  of  Judah^  fucceeded  his  Father  Tilgatb-Pilefery 
in  the  Kingdom  of  AJfyria^  invaded  his  Country,  and,  hav- 
ing fubdu'd  Samaria,  made  him  promife  to  become  his 
Vajfal,  and  to  pay  him  an  annual  Tribute.  For  fome 
Time  Hojhea  fent  his  Prefents,  and  his  Tribute- Money, 
very  punctually ;  but,  having  enter'd  into  a  Confederacy 
with  So  t.  King  of  Egypt,  by  his  AfTiftance  he  hop'd  to  be 
able  to  {hake  off  the  AJfyrian  Yoke,  and  therefore  with- 
drew 

vern'd  his  new-ere£led  Empire  for  nineteen  Years.  Trideaux'i 
Connexion,  Anno  747. 

-j-  After  he  had  murder'd  his  PredecefTor  Pekah,  the  Elders 
of  the  Land  feem  to  have  taken  the  Government  into  their  own 
Hands ;  for  he  had  not  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Kingdom,  till  the 
latter  End  of  the  twelfth  Year  of  Ahaz,  \.  e.  about  nine  Years 
after  he  had  committed  the  Faft.  He  came  to  the  Crown  (it 
muft  be  own'd)  in  a  very  wicked  Manner,  and  yet  his  Charadler 
in  Scripture  is  not  fo  vile,  as  many  of  his  Predeceffors,  2  Kings 
xvii.  2.  For,  whereas  the  Kings  of  IJrael  had  hitherto  main- 
tain'd  Guards  upon  the  Frontiers,  to  hinder  their  Subjefts  from 
going  to  Jerufaletn  to  worfhip,  Hojhea  took  away  thefe  Guards, 
and  gave  free  Liberty  to  all  to  go,  and  pay  their  Adorations, 
where  the  Law  had  directed.  And  therefore,  when  Hezekiah 
invited  all  Ifrael  to  come  to  his  PaJ/o'ver,  this  Prince  permitted 
all  that  would  to  go  ;  and  when,  upon  their  Return  from  that 
Tefiival,  they  deftroy'd  all  the  Monuments  of  Idolatry,  that 
were  found  in  the  Kingdom  of  Samaria,  inftead  of  forbidding 
them,  in  all  Probabihty,  he  gave  his  Confent  to  it  ;  becaufe, 
without  fome  tacit  Encouragement  at  leaft,  they  durft  not  have 
ventur'd  to  do  it.     Prideaux''s  Conneflion,  Anno  729. 

-{-  This  So,  with  whom  Hojhea  enter'd  into  Confederacy,  is,  in 
profane  Authors,  called  Sabacon,  that  famous  Ethiopian,  men- 
tion'd  by  Herodotus,  and  Diodorus  Siculus,  who,  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  HezekiaFs  Reign,  invaded  E^ypt,  and,  having  taken 
Boccharis,  the  King  thereof,  Prifoner,  had  him,  in  great  Cruelty, 
burnt  alive,  and  then  feiz'd  on  his  Kingdom.  Prideaux\  Con- 
nexion, Anno  726. 
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drew  his  Subje£lion,  and   would   pay  no  more  Tribute  ;    A.  M. 
whereupon  Salmanefer  f  march'd  with  an  Army  againll3^°^=^>^^f^ 
him,  and,  having  fubdu'd  all  the  Country  round,  and    a-,o"o3,  J)./ 
mafs'd  a*  great  Quantity  of  rich  Prey,  he  came,  and  fatFromiKings 
down  before    Samaria.     The    Town   held  out   for  three  g'^'j  ^°  '^= 
Years  ;  but,  being  at  length  compelled  to  furrender,  Sal- chxon. 
manefer  quite  demolifli'd  it.     He  took  Hojhea,  and  put  him  .>*V^U 
in  Chains,  and  fhut  him   up  in  Prifon  all  his  Days  ;  and, 
having  f  carry'd  the  People  into  Captivity,  and  plac'd  them 
in   the  North    Parts  of  AJfyria^  and    in  the  Cities  of  the 
Medes,  he  fent  feveral  Colonies  of  his  own  Subjedts  from 
Babylon^  and  other  Provinces,  to  replenifh  the  Land :  But 
being  too  few    for  this   Purpofe,  and  withal  very  wicked 
and  idolatrous  People,    the   Divine  Providence   permitted 
liions  f ,  and  other  wild  Beafts,  to  multiply  upon  them  to 

fuch 

•f-  Salmanefer  (who  in  l^ohit  i.  2,  is  called  Enemejfary  and  in 
Hofea  X.  14,  Shalman)  was  the  Son  and  SuccefTor  of  Ar- 
baces,  or  Tilgatkpilefer,  and,  according  to  Jo/ephus,  (who  has 
quoted  a  PafTage  from  Menander)  there  is  mention  made  of  him, 
and  of  his  Conqueft  over  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  in  the  Hiflory  of 
the  Tyrians.     Jewifli  Antiq.  hb.  ix.  c.  14. 

*  In  this  Expedition,  among  other  rich  Things,  which  he 
took  and  carried  away,  was  the  Golden  Calf,  which  feroboam 
had  fet  up  at  Bethel,  which,  ever  fmce  his  Time,  had  been 
worfhipp'd  by  the  ten  Tribes,  that  had  revoked  with  him  from 
the  H-oafe  of  Dai/id,  as  the  other  Go/den  Calf,  which  he  at  the 
fame  Time  fet  up  at  Dan,  had  been  taken  thence,  about  ten 
Years  before,  by  his  Father  Tiglath-pilefer,  when  he  invaded 
Galilee,  the  Province  wherein  that  City  flood.  Prideauxh  Con- 
nexion, Anno  729. 

-}-  The  Policy  of  any  Prince,  in  tranfplanting  a  conquer'd 
People  into  another  Country,  is  to  prevent  their  combining  to- 
gether, (which  they  cannot  fo  well  do  in  a  ftrange  Land,  and  a- 
mong  a  mixt  Multitude  of  different  Languages)  in  order  to 
fhake  off  their  uneafy  Yoke,  and  recover  their  Liberty.  Le 
Clerc\  Commentary. 

t  J°f^pbus,  in  this  Part  of  the  Hiftory,  takes  the  Liberty  to 
alter  the  Senfe  of  the  facred  Text :  For,  inftead  of  the  Increafe 
of  Lions,  which  deftroy'd  the  People,  he  tells  us,  "  That  they 
**  were  vifited  with  a  dreadful  Plague,  fo  that  the  Place  was,  in 
"  a  Manner,  quite  depopulated  by  it."  But,  allowing  it  to 
be  Lions,  why  fhould  thefe  ne^  Inhabitants  be  afHidted  with 
thefe  Creatures,/br  not  fearing  the  Lord,  2  Kings  xvii.  25.  when 
the  Ifraelites,  who  fear'd  the  Lord  as  little  as  they,  were  never 
infefted  with  any  fuch  Thing  ?  The  Ifraelites  indeed  were  ad- 

dided 
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A.  M.     fuch  a  Degree,  that  they  were  forc'd  to  ma/ce  a  Reprefen- 
3°°^' ^f*   tation   thereof  at  the  AJfyrian  Court,  viz.  "  That,    being 
J003,  &c. '  "  ignorant  of  the  Manner  wherein  they   were  to  worfliip 
From       "  the   God  of  the  Country,  they  fuppos'd  that   this  Af- 
^  ^r^y'd  "  fli<^ion  was  fent  upon  tliem  j  and  therefore  they  humbly 
of  2  chron.  "  pray'd,  that  fome  Priefl  of  the  JewiJ}}  Nation  might  be 
^^y*"y>^  "  fent  to  inftrud  them  in  that  Particular."     This  accord- 
ingly was  done  :  But  as  thefe  Colonies  confifted    of  a  Mix- 
ture of  different  Nations   and  Provinces,    they   join'd   the 
Worfhip  of  the  true  God,  with  that  of  the    feveral  Idols 
of  the  Countries,  from  whence   they  came ;    fo   that  one 
■^fiyiZ'     might  have     feen   the   People,    who   came    from    Baby- 
ReiigionJnJof^y    worfhipping    Succoth-Benoth   f  j    the  Men   of    Cu- 

trtduc^dinto  thcith 

the  hand  of 

didled  to  Idolatry,  but  then  they  did  not  deny  the  Divine  Poiver 
and  Providence,  only  they  imagin'd,  that  their  Idols  were  the 
intermediate  Caufes,  whereby  the  Bleffings  of  the  Supreme  God 
might  be  convey'd  to  them  ;  whereas  thefe  nenju  Comers  belicv'd 
the  Idols  that  they  worfhipp'd  to  be  true  Gods,  and  had  no 
Conceptions  higher.  They  had  no  Notion  of  one  eternal,  al- 
mighty, and  independent  Being.  The  God  of  Ifrael  they  took 
to  be  fuch  an  one  as  their  own,  a  topical  God,  whofe  Power 
and  Care  extended  no  farther  than  to  one  particular  Nation,  or 
People ;  and  therefore,  to  refliify  their  Sentiments,  in  this 
Particular,  he  took  this  Method  to  let  them  know,  that  all 
the  Beajis  of  the  Forefl  -were  his,  and  that,  whenever  he  is  in- 
cens'd  with  a  People,  he  wants  no  Inftruments  to  execute  his 
Wrath  ;  the  Air,  the  Earth,  the  Elements,  and  Creatures  of 
any  Kind,  can  avenge  him,  and  punifn  them.  Jewifh  Antiq. 
lib.  ix.  c.  14.  and  Cfl/wzf'/'s  Commentary. 

•f  Among  the  great  Variety  of  Conjedures,  it  is  difficult  to 
tell,  what  we  are  properly  to  underftand  by  thefe  abflrufe  Words. 
The  Je<vjijh  Doftors  will  have  them  to  fignify  an  Hen  and 
Chickens,  but  for  what  Reafon,  'tis  hardly  conceivable.  Others 
rather  think  them  that  celeftial  Conflellation  called  Pleiades,  which 
the  Babylonians,  who  were  greatly  addided  to  Aftronomy, 
might  poffibly  worfhip.  Some  think  them  the  Name  of  a  Ci- 
ty, which  the  Babylonians  hmlt'm  Samaria  ;  and  others  a  par- 
ticular Deity  whom  they  ador'd  :  But  fmce  the  Words  plainly 
import  the  Tabernacle  of  Daughters,  or  young  Maidens,  they 
may  be  moft  properly  referr'd  to  thofe  infamous  Places,  where 
all  the  young  Women  were  oblig'd,  once  in  their  Lives,  to  pro- 
ftitute  thcmfelves  to  any  that  aik'd  the  Favour,  in  Honour  of 
the  Goddefs  Mylitta,  who,  in  other  Nations,  is  called  Venus. 
Herodotus,  in  Clio,  lib.  i.  gives  us  an  Account  of  this  abomi- 
nable Cultom  at  large,  and  'tis  not  improbable,  that  thefe  Ba- 

byhniam 
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thath    t,    praying  to   Nergal   \  4    thofe  of    Hamath   f,    A-  ^• 
fetting    up    Jpima    fj     the    Avites   f,     adoring    A'^'^-xTt!' Sif. 

haz,  1003,  £ff.  * 
hlouians  might  bring   it  along  with  them   into  the  Country  of    ^'^''"»... 
Samaria.     Calmet's   Diftionary,  under   the.Word  ;  Seldcn,  de  ^Vth^End'' 
Diis  Syris  Syntag.   ii.  c.-j.Voffius,  de  Idblolat.   lib.    ii.  c.  22.  of  2  Chron, 
and  Jmieu  Hiftoire  des  Dogmes,  ijc.  Part.  iv.  c.  8.  c/VXJ 

-f  A  Province  of  AJfyriay  which  (as  fome  fay)  lies  upon  the 
Araxes ;  but  others  rather  think  it  to  be  the  fame  with  Cujhy 
which  is  faid  by  Mofes  to  be  encompaffed  by  the  River  Gihon^ 
and  muft  therefore  be  the  fame  with  the  Country  which  the 
Greeks  call  Sufiana,  and  which,  to  this  very  Day,  is  called  by 
the  Inhabitants  Chufejian.  Wells's  Geography  of  the  Old  Te- 
flament,  Vol.  III. 

f  The  Rabbins,  who  are  follow'd  therein  by  fome  other  In- 
terpreters, think,  that  this  Deity  is  Vvrorfhipp'd  under  the  Shape 
of  a  Woodcock  i  but  as  the  Word  Ner  fignilies  a  Lmnp,  others 
(with  better  Reafon)  have  imagin'd,  that  the  Cuthites,  who 
were  afterwards  called  Perfians,  ador'd  Fire,  and,  in  Honour 
of  the  Sun,  (in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Perfians  did)  kept  ^-per- 
petual  Fire  burning  upon  their  Altars.  Calmet\  Didionary, 
under  the  Word,  and  Patrick's  Commentary. 

-|-  There  are  feveral  Cides  and  Countries  which  go  under  this 
Name ;  but  what  vve  take  here  to  be  meant,  is  that  Province  of 
Syria  that  lies  upon  the  Orontes,  wherein  there  was  a  City  of  the 
fameNaiKc.  which  when  5«/;«c;/^r  had  taken,  he  remov'd  the 
Inhabitants  fiom  thence  into  Samaria  (at  Diftance  enough  as 
he  thought)  i^  prevent  their  raifing  any  frefh  Commotion.  Cal- 
met\  Commentary. 

■\  Some  of  the  Jcwijh  Doflors  fay,  that  this  Syrian  God  was 
worlhipp'd  under  the    Shape   of  an  Jpe  ;  others   of  a  Lamb  ; 
others  of  a  Goat ;  others  of  a  Satyr  ;  and  others,  in  the  Figure, 
wherein  the  Poets  reprefent  the  God  Pan.     They,  who  made  an 
Jpe  of  this  Idol-God,  feem  to  have  fome  Regard  to  the  Sound 
of  the  Word  Sima,  which  has  an  Analogy  to  the  Greek  Simia  j 
but  the  Hf^rfiw,  'tis   very  well  known,  have  another  Word  to 
denote  an  Ape,  which,  together  with  the  Goat,  was  properly  an 
Egyptian  Deity.     The  Syrians,  however,  ador'd    the  Sun,  un- 
der the  Appellation  of  Elah-Gabalah,  from  whence  the  Em- 
peror Heliogabalus,   (who  inflituted  that  Worfhip  with  fo  much 
Magnificence  in  Ro?>!e)  took  his  Name  ;  and  therefore,  as  Jfii- 
man,  or  Suman,  in  the    Pafian   Language  fignifies  Hea'ven,  the 
Syrians  might  from  hence  derive  the  Name  of  their  God,  who 
was   reprefented  by  a    large  Stone  Pillar,    terminating  in    a 
Conic,  or  Pyramidal,  Figure,  whereby  they  denoted  Fire.  Cal- 
met\  Commentary,  and  DiiSionary,  under  the  Word,  and  ^en- 
vifon,  of  Idolatry. 
t  In  D(itt^  ii.   23,  we  read  of  the  Ayimsf  but  then,  in  the 
^  fame 
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A.M.  haz  t,  and  Tartak\  and  thofe  of  Sepharvalm  f^  pro- 
3001,  &c.  {^j-ate  before  Adramalech  f  and  Jhamaiech  ;  and  all  this, 
100-    &c'.  go'"g  o"  ^^^^  '^^  Service    of  the   God  of  Ifrael,   made  a 

From      ftrange  and   unaccountable  Medley  of  Religion. 
1  Kings  viii.  'Pj^js 

to  the  End 
of  2  Chron. 

j^y^"Y"%^  fame  Text  we  are  told,  that  the  C«/^^o^m  (which  is  general!/ 
underftood  of  the  Philiftines)  dcjirvfd  them,  and  iii'ed  in  their 
Stead,  long  before  thefe  Times  ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
King  of  Jjjyria  ever  had  under  his  Subjection  the  Places,  where 
thefe  People  are  faid  to  have  liv'd.  The  moft  probable  Opinion 
feems  therefore  to  be  that  which  the  learned  Grotius  has  fuggefted, 
by  obferving  that  there  are  a  People  in  Baariana,  mentioned 
by  Ptolemy,  under  the  Name  of  Anjadiee,  who  might  poflibly  be 
thofe,  whom  Saimancfer,  at  this  Time,  tranfported  into  Pa- 
lefiine.    Wells\  Geography  of  the  Old  Teftament,  Vol.  III. 

-f  What  theie  Idols  were,  'tis  almoft  impoflible  to  tell.  Our 
'  learned  Selden,  though  he  thinks  they  were  the  fame  Idol,  un- 
der different  Appellations,  acknowledges  himfelt  unable  to  give 
any  Account  of  them  ;  for  he  quite  overlooks  the  Fancy  of  the 
Rabbinical  Writers,  who  drefs  up  ike  former  in  the  Shape  of 
a  Dog,  and  the  latter,  in  that  of  an  J/s.  Patrick's  Com* 
mentary.  Jurieu,  in  his  Hijioire  des  Dogmes,  8cc.  Part.  iv.  c. 
1  o.  has  obferv'd.  That  as  the  Word  Nibhas,  or  Nibchas,  both 
in  the  Hebrews  and  Chaldee,  with  a  fmall  Variation,  denotes 
quick,  fivift,  rapid,  &C.  And  Tartak,  in  the  fame  Languagesj 
fignifies  a  Chariot  :  Thefe  two  Idols  may  both  together  deno- 
minate the  Sufi  mounted  on  his  Car,  as  the  Fiftions  of  the  Poets, 
and  the  Notions  of  the  Heathen  Theologifts,  were  wont  to  repre* 
fent  that  bright  Luminary. 

-f-  Ptolemy  makes  mention  of  a  City  called  Zipphara.  oft  thfe 
Banks  of  the  River  Euphrates,  which  the  Generality  of  Inter- 
preters take  to  be  tnis  :  But,  as  the  facred  Hiftory  tells  us,  that 
the  Ifraelites  were  tranflated  into  the  Cities  of  the  Medes,  and 
thefe  Medes,  in  all  Likelihood,  were  brought  to  fupply  their 
Places  i  between  Colchis  and  Media,  there  are  a  People,  whom 
Herodotus  calls  the  Safpires,  which  may  be  the  fame  with  thefe 
that  the  Text  calls  the  Sephar'vaites.     Calmet''&  Commentary. 

-|-  The  former  of  thefe,  according  to  the  Jenuiyh  DoftorSj 
was  reprefented  in  the  Form  of  a  Mule  ;  fome  fay  a  Peacock  j 
and  the  latter,  in  the  Form  of  an  Horfe  ;  fome  fay  a  Pheafant : 
But  the  Definition  of  the  Words,  as  well  as  the  Sacrifices  that 
were  made  to  them,  quite  deftroys  thefe  Idol  Fancies.  Molock, 
Milcom,  and  Melech,  in  the  Languages  of  different  Nations, 
do  all  fignify  a  King,  and  are  put  for  the  Sun,  which  is  called 
he  King,  as  the  Moon  is  the  ^een,  of  Heaven  :  And  therefore 
the  Addition  of  Addir  to  the  one,  which  denotes  fo'werful,  and 

of 
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Th I s  was  the  End  of  the  Ifraelit'ijh  Kingdom,  after  it     A.  M. 
had  fubfifted  above  two  hundred  and  fifty-fix  Years,  and  the3J^°|'^,^[j^^ 
Beginning  of  that  mungrel  People,  which  went  afterwards  ^ 00 3,  £ff/ 
under  the  Name  of  Samaritan.     Among   the    captive  If-      From  ^ 
raelites^y  that  were  carry 'd  away  by  Salmanefer,  f  we  have  J^^J^"s^^^"* 

an  of  2  Chron. 

cf  Anna  to  the  other,  which  fignifies  to  anfiuer,  means  no 
more  than  the  mighty,  or  the  oracular  Moloch  ;  as  the  Children, 
which  were  ofFer'd  to  him  in  Sacrifice,  ihew,  that  he  was  the 
fame  with  the  Moloch  of  the  Ammo7iites,  or  the  Saturn  of  the 
Phanicians,      Calmet's,  and  Patrick's  Commentaries. 

-(-  This  Account  we  have  here  inferted  in  the  facred  Hiftory, 
not  that  we  look  upon  the  Book  ofTobit   as  canonical,   (for  that 
the  Jews  and  aniient  Chrifiians  never  held  it  to  be,  though  the 
Church  of  Rome,  by  a  Decree  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  thought 
fit  to  receive  it  as  fuch)  but  purely,  becaufe  it  has  been  allow'd, 
by  the  Generality  of  Chrijiian  Fathers,  to  be  a  true  Hiftory  of 
this   particular  Family,  a  good  Exemplar  of  Charity  and  Bene- 
ficence, and  an  excellent  Pattern    of  paternal  Care,  and  filial 
Obedience.  The  Book  itfelf  is  fuppos'd  to  have  been  wrote,  the 
former  Pr.t  of  it,  by  'Tobit,  and  the  latter,  by  his  Son  ;  at  leaft  it 
is  thought,  that  they  left  behind  them  Memoirs  of  their  Family, 
and  fuch  Materials,  as    a  later  Author,  who  liv'd    very  likely 
either  in,  or  after,  the  Capti-vitj,  (becaufe  the  Words  Raphae/, 
Gabriel,  and  Michael  are  allow'd  to  be  Bahylonijh)  might  com- 
pile, and  digeft  into  proper  Order.     It  is  not  doubted,  but  that 
the  Original  of   this   Book  was  either  in  Hebre^i,  or  Chaldee. 
St.  Jerom,  having  met  with  a  Chaldee  Copy  of  it,  did  not  quef- 
tion  but  that  he    had  got  the  Original,  and  accordingly,  em- 
ploy'd  a  Man,   that  was  perfedtly  well  (killed  in  that  Language, 
to  render  it  into  Hebreiv,  whilft  himfeif  tranflated  it  into  Latin  ; 
and  this  is  the  Verfion  that  the  Church  of  Rome  chiefly  efteems. 
Before  this  Verfion,  there  was  another  (which   is  reckon'd  the 
moft  antient)  done  into  Greek  ;  but  who  the  Author  ef  it  was, 
or  from  what   Language  he    tranflated  it,  we   have  but  fmall 
Foundation  for  Conje£ture  ;  though  fome  have  been  apt  to  think, 
that  it  came  from  the  fame  Fountain  from  whence  St.  Jerom  had 
his,  but  that  the  Tranjlator  had  taken  fuch  Freedoms  with  the 
Text,  as  oblig'd  him  to  re-tranflate  it.     The  Latin  Tranflation, 
which  was  in   Ufe  before    St.  Jerom  appear'd,  feems   to   have 
been  taken  from  the  Greek,  though  in  many  Places  it  varies  from 
it,  by  abridging  fometimes,  and  fometimes  amplifying,  the  Nar- 
ration.    The  Hebreiv  Copies,  publiflied  by  Fagiiis  and  Munjier, 
are  nothing  but  Tranflations  (and  thofe  very  modern  ones)  from 
the  Greek  or  Latin  Verfions,  tho',  in  many  Places  of  the  Book, 
they  take  the  Freedom  to  vary  from  them.     That  oi Munjier  is 

fuppos'd 
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A.  M.     an  Account   of  Tobit,  of  the  Tribe  of  Naphtali^  (a)  who 

3001,  6:^  f.  marj-y'j  one  Anna^   a  Woman  of  the  fame  Tribe,  and  by 

1003,  ©■<:.   ^icr  had  but  one  Son,  whofe  Name  was  Tobias :  That,  dur- 

From      ing  his  Captivity,  he  was  advanc'd  to  be  Purveyor  to  King 

jKings  viii.^^^^^^^^r,      ^,^j    j^^  ^]^^^  Capacity,  had  Liberty  to  go  where 

to  the  End  1      •'>  1         1  •    i  u-  r-\  .      •  c     ^r  ■        i- 

of  a  Chron.  he  pleas  d,  which  gave  nim  an  Opportunity  of  vifitmg  his 
t^-^v-"^  Brethren,  and  doing  them  all  good  Offices,  of  fupplying 
7he  Story  of  their  Wants,  and  lending  them  Money  upon  any  Occafionj 
Tobins""''  ^^  ^'^  ^^^  ^°  "^"^  Gabriel,  a  Kinfman  of  his,  who  liv'd  at 
tibridg'd.      Rages  in  Media,  to   the  Sum  of  ten   Talents,  for  which  he 

took 

fuppos'd  to  have  been  done  by  himfelf,  and  that  of  Pagius  by 
the  Je^s  oi  Cotifiantitiople,  in  the  Year  15 17,  and  has  fo  near 
a  Conformity  to  the  Greek,  that  no  Manner  of  Doubt  is  to  be 
made  of  its  being  defcended  from  thence.  Thefe  are  the  feveral 
Verfions  that  we  have  of  this  Book  of  T'obity  which,  as  it  was 
not  receivM  into  the  Cano7i  of  the  Je^us,  was  not  therefore  ad- 
mitted into  that  of  the  antient  Chrijlian  Authors,  who  coiifin'd 
themfelves  to  thofe  Books,  which  the  J^ms  acknowledg'd  to  be 
tanonical.  'Tis  certain,  that  neither  Jofcphus,  nor  Philoi  nor 
any  of  the  antient  Jeivi/b  Writers  make  any  Mention  of  that 
Copy,  which  St.  Jerom  took  fo  much  Pains  about,  nor  do  they 
regiiler  it  among  theiryizcr^^5oo/(.r.  Fi7^//«  pretends,  that  this 
Book  of  'Jobit  does  not  contain  a  true  Hiftory,  but  apious  FiBion 
only,  wherein,  under  borrow'd  Names,  the  Charadlers  of  a 
Father  and  a  Son,  truly  pious,  are  fet  forth  ;  and  our  learned 
Prideaiix  feems  to  go  farthei  when  he  tells  us  "  That  there  are 
"  fome  Matters  in  it,  which  are  not  fo  recoiicileable  to  a  rational 
*'  Credibility,  which  look  indeed  more  like  the  Fiftions  of  Ho- 
"  mery  than  the  Writings  of  a  facred  Hifiorinn,  and  gives  fuch 
*'  an  Objedliion  againft  the  Book,  as  does  not  lie  againft  any 
"  other."  But,  notwithftanding  thefe  Allegations,  we  may  be 
affur'd,  that  the  Jews  had  all  along  a  great  Regard  for  this 
Book.  Origen,  in  his  Epiftie  to  Africanus,  tells  us,  that  the  an- 
tient Chrifitam  read  it,  though  they  plac'd  it  among  their  Apo- 
cryphal Writings.  St.  Jerom  acknowledges,  that  though  they 
did  not  receive  it  into  their  Cano7i,  yet  they  admitted  it  among 
their  Hagiographa.  Grotius  owns,  that  they  read  this  Book,  and 
look'd  upon  it  as  a  true  iliftory  ;  and  our  own  Prideaux  con- 
feffes,  that  //  is  of  great  TJJe  to  reprcfent  to  us  the  Duties  of  Cha- 
rity  and  Patience,  in  the  Example  ij/'TobitV  ready  helping  his 
Brethren  in  their  Dijlrefs,  to  the  utmojl  of  his  Powoer  ;  and  his 
hearing,  n.vith  a  pious  SubmiJ/iou,  the  Calamities  of  his  Captivity  j 
Poverty,  and  Blindnefs,  as  long  as  they  'were  inflidcd  on  him, 
Calmet's  Preface,  fur  le  Livre  de  Tebie,  and  Prideau;c''i  Con- 
nedion.  Anno  612, 

Ca^Tobiti. 
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took  his  Note :    That,  by  a  Revolution  of  Fortune,  himfelf    A.  M. 
being  reduc'd  to  a  low  Condition,  depriv'd  of  his  Eye-fight,  ^Tt!  0^^^ 
and  now  advaric'd  in  Years,  he  order'd  his  Son   to   go   to  loo-^j&ff,* 
Ragesy  to  fetch  the  Money   he   had  left  in  his   Kinfman's      From 
Hand  ;  and,  becaufe  it  was  proper  to  have  a  Companion  in  ^^   ^^  ^^'^ 
fo  long  a  Journey,  he  hir'd  a  young  Man  (as  he  thought)  of  2  Chron. 
to  be  his  Guide,  but  who,  afterwards,  prov'd  to  be  the  An-  -/"VNJ 
gel  Raphael:     That,  coming  to  their  Inn  one  Night  upon 
the  Banks  of  the  Tigris,  Tobias  went  into  the  River  to  wafh 
his  Feet,  when  a  large  Fifli  made  at  him  j  as  tho'  it  would 
devour  him  ;  but  the  Angel  encourag'd  him  to  lay  hold  on 
it,  and  draw  it  to  the  Shore,  and  then  bad  him  open  it,  and 
take  out  the  Heart,   the  Ga//,  and    the   Liver  ;  for   that 
the  Heart    and   Livery  when    burnt,    would  drive  away 
evil    Spirits,    and    the    Gall  was   an    excellent  Remedy 
for  all  Impediments  in  the  Sight :     That,  when  they  came 
to  Ecbatana^  they  went  to  one  Ragiiel,  a  near  Relation  of 
Tobit'sy  who  had  an  only  Daughter,  nam'd  Sara^  but  her 
Misfortune  was  to  be  haunted  by  a  Damon,  who  had  flain 
her  feven  Hufbands  fueceffively^  the  very  firfl:  Night   they 
went  to  Bed  to  her  :     That,  notwithftanding  this,  by  the 
Perfuafion  of  the  Angela  Tobias  was  induc'd  to  marry  her, 
and,  by  following  his  Advice  how  he  and  his  Wife  were  to 
conduct  themfelves  after  Marriage,  and    in  what  Manner 
they  were  to  fumigate  the  Room  by    burning  the  Liver  of 
the  Fifh,  came  off  fafej  to  the  gteat  Joy  of  the  whole  Fa- 
mily :     That,  having  receiv'd  the  Money  at  Rages,  he  re- 
turn'd  with  his  Wife,  to  his  Parents  at  Nineveh  j  and,  upon 
his  Return,  cur'd   his  Father  of  his  Blindnefs,  by  rubbing 
his  Eyes  with  the  Fifh's  Gall^  which  brought  away  a  Kind 
of  white  Film,  that  obftru6ted  his  Sight :     That,  after  this 
Recovery  of  his  Sight,  Tobit  liv'd  about   forty  Years;  but 
having  all  along  charg'd  his  Son  (as  foon    as  he  and   his 
Wife  were  dead)  to  leave  Nineveh,  becaufe    the  Wicked- 
nefs  of  the  People,  he  was  fure,  would  bring  upon  it  the 
Judgment,  which  Jonah  had  denounc'd,  Tobias  (as  foon  as 
he  had  done  his  Jaft  Duty  to  his  Parents)  left  the  Place,  and, 
with  his  Wife  and  Family,  return'd  to  Ecbatana,  where  he 
found    his  Father  and    Mother-in-law  healthy,  tho'   now 
grown  old.  Upon  their  Death  he  fucceeded  to  their  Eftate ; 
and,  after  he  had  liv'd  to  the  Age  of  fourfcoreand  nineteen, 
dy'd  in  Peace,    and  was   bury'd   by  his  Children.     But  it  is 
Time  now  to  look  back  upon  the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Judah. 
Vol.  IV.  Q.  JOTHAM^ 
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A.  M.         JOTHAMy  the  Son  of  Uzziah  King  of  Judah,  was 

A^t^ch  "ft  ^^^  ^"^  twenty  Years  old,  when   he  began  to  reign  ;  tho', 

7?5*  &c.    as  Vice-Roy  to  his  Father,  he  had  the  whole  Adminiflration 

From     in  his  Hands  for  fome  Years  before.     He  (/>)  was  a  Prince 

1  Kings  viii.,   f^^ous    for  all  excellent  Quahties  and  Virtues  ;  a  Man 

to  the  End      '  riT>  /^iirn-  tv/t 

of  2  chron. exemplary  for  his  Keverence  to  (jod,  his  Jultice  to  Men, 

l>'"Y'\>and  his  Care  for  the  Commomvealth.     He  made  it  his  Bufi- 

J"'lja'"j     nefs    to  fet  and  keep  Things  in  Order  ;  to  rectify  what- 

p'rofp^erous    ever  he  found  amifs  ;  and,  in  Matters  of  Religion,  would 

Reign,  overh2L\Q  made  a  thorough  Reformation,  but  that  his  People  were 

Judah.        extremely   wicked,  and   obftrudled  his  Defigns.     He  took 

care,  notwithflanding,  to  repair  the  Temple;  to  rebuild  the 

High-Gate,  which    led    from    his  Palace ;    and  (to  fecure 

hinifelf  againft  hoftile  Incurfions)  rais'd  feveral  Structures, 

both  in   the  Mountains   and  Forefts,  for   the    Service   and 

Strength  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  Moabites  however,  tho'  they  had  been  formerly 
conquer'd  by  David,  and  made  tributary  to  the  Crown  of 
Judah,  were  now  become  fo  powerful,  that  they  invaded 
Jotham ;  but  he,  with  a  good  Body  of  Men,  foon  drove 
them  out  of  his  Country,  and  impos'd  on  them  a  Tribute 
of  an  hundred  Talents  of  Silver,  ten  thoufand  Meafures  of 
Wheat,  and  as  many  of  Barley,  to  be  paid  him  yearly.  For 
three  Years  they  continu'd  to  pay  it  ;  but  when  Rezin  King 
of  Syria,  and  Pekah  King  of  Ifrael,  enter 'd  into  a  Confe- 
deracy againft  Judah,  they  took  this  Opportunity  of  revolt- 
ing ;  and  Jotham  indeed  had  his  Hands  too  full  ever  to  at- 
tempt to  reduce  them.  He  however  dy'd  in  Peace,  before 
the  Preparations  for  War,  that  were  making  againft  him, 

took 

(h)  Jofephus^t  Jewilh  Antiquities,  lib.  ix.  c,  1 1, 
•\  Solomon  Jar c hi  here  obferves,  that  all  the  Kings  of  Judah 
had  feme  Crime  or  other  laid  to  their  Charge,  except  this  Jo- 
thr.m.  That  Dai'id  himfelf  finn'd  grievoufly  in  the  Matter  of 
Uriah  ;  that  Solomon  by  his  Wives  was  drawn  into  Idolatry  j 
that  Rehoboam  forfook  the  Law  of  the  Lord,  and  Ahijah  walked 
in  his  Steps  ;  that  Jfa  fent  the  Treafurcs  of  the  Temple  to  the 
King  of  Syria,  and  put  the  Prophet  in  the  Stocks  ;  that  Je- 
htjhciphai  enter'd  into  Society  with  the  Idolatrous  ;  and  fo  he 
goes  on  with  all  the  reft  :  But  in  Jotham,  fays  he,  there'is  no 
fault  found,  (which,  in  an  Age  of  general  Corruption,  is  pretty 
wonderful)  unlefs  we  may  fuppofe,  that  the  PeopWs  facrificing 
and  burning  Incenfe  Jiill  on  high  Places,  2  Kings  XV.  35.  (which 
he,  by  his  Authority,  might  have  remov'd)  be  imputable  to 
him  as  a  Fault.    Patrick^  Commentary. 
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took  Effedl :     And,  being  bury'd  in  the  royal  Sepulchre  of     A.  m. 
his  Anceftors,  left    his  Son  Aha%^  (who  was  then  about  ^^•*^'  ^'r 
twenty  Years  of  Age,  but  much  degenerated  from  his  Fa-  y  "g"  g-/'  * 
ther's  Piety)  under  a  fearful  Apprehenfion  of  the  approach-      From* 

ingWar.  _  _     to^LTEnd' 

The  Defign  of  the  X^nq  confederate  Kings,  upon  taking  of  2  chton. 
of  ferufaletriy  was  to   have   extirpated  the  whole  Houfe  of  v.y'VNj 
Davids  and  fet  up  a  new    King   over   Judah,  the  Son  of  Ahaz'j  w/V- 
Tabeal  f ;  but,  as  God's  Defign  was  only  to  punifh  Aha%,  tlouTifcome 
and  not  to  cut  off  the  whole  Family  of  David  his  Servant^  Reign.  The 
he  fent  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  to  encourage  him  in  the  Defence  ''=^<'  %« 
of -the  City,  and  (to  afiure  him,  that  they  fhould  not  fucceedj^^'^^-^"-^"' 
in  their  Attempt)  he  gave  him  two  Signs,  the  one  to  be 
accomplifti'd  fpeedily,  and  the  other  at  fome  Diftance  of 
Time.     The y^r/wifr  was,  (c)  that  the  Son  which  the  Pro- 
phet then  had  by  his  Wife,  fhould  not  be  of  Age  to  difcern 
between  Good  and  Evil,  before  both  thefe  Kings  fhould  be 
cut  off  from  the  Land.     The  other  was,  that  a  Virgin  (d) 
ftiould  conceive,  and    bear  a   Son,  who  fhould  be   called 
Emanuel,  fo  that  he  might  reft  himfelf  fatisfy'd  ;  becaufe 
the  Deftrudtion  of  the  Houfe  of  David  could  in  no  Cafe 
happen,  until  the  MeJJiah  fhould  be  born,  in  this  miraculous 
Manner,  of  a  Virgin  defcended  from  that  Family  :     And, 
accordingly,  the  two  Kings,  finding  themfelves  not  able  to 
carry  the  Town  fo  foon  as  they  expected,  rais'd  the  Siege, 
and  return'd  home. 

This  Deliverance  however  made  no  other  Impreflion ^^-^  ^^^^ 
upon  Ahaz,  than  that,  inftead  of  being  reform'd,  he  grow  and  the  fe. 
more  wicked,  and  obdurate  in  his  Sins.     For  he  not  only^"''''  l"'"'*' 
fet  up  the  Worfhip   of  the  Goldtn-Cahes,  (for  which  he^"y{„f' 
had  not  the  fame  politick  Reafon,  that  the  Kings   of  Ifrael 
had)    but  made  molten  Images  likewife  for  all  the  inferior 
Gods  of  the  Heathens.     To  thefe  he  facrific'd,  and   burnt 
Incenfe  in  the  Hi^h-Places,  and   on   the  Hills,  and  under 
every  green  Tree.  Nay,  (and  to  add  to  all  his  other  Impieties) 

Q_  2  made 

-|-  Who  this  Perfon  was,  it  is  no  where  faid  in  Scripture  ; 
but  he  feems  to  have  been  fome  potent  and  faftious  yeiu,  who, 
having  revolted  from  his  Mafter  the  King  oijudah,  excited  and 
ftirred  up  this  War  againfl:  him,  out  of  an  ambitious  Aim  of 
plucking  him  down  from  the  Throne,  and  reigning  in  his  Stead. 
Prideaux^  Connexion,  Anno  747. 

(<-)  Ifaiah  viii.  4.  {d]  Ibid.  yii.  14. 
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A.  M.     made  his  Sons  pafs  through  the  Fire  to  Moloch  *,  in  the 
A^t^C^iV  Valley  of  the  Sons  of  Hinnom  f  ;  for  which  Provocations 
758,  Gff.    the  Lord  brought  upon  him  the  fame  confederate  Army,  the 
From      Year  following.     This,  dividing  itfelf  into  three  Bodies,  the 

Jo^the  VJ'  ^""^  ""^^'^  ^^^^^  ^'"g  °^  V'^»  the  fecond  under  Pekah 
•f  2  Chron.King  oi  Ifrael^  and  the  third  under  Zichri  a  mighty  Man  of 
CX'Y"^  Ephraim,  invaded  his  Kingdom  in  three  different  Parts,  at 
the  fame  Time. 

REZIN" 

*  Interpreters  are  agreed,  that  fhh  fa£tng  through  the  Fire 
was  perform'd,  either  by  caufing  the  Child  to  pafs  between  two 
Fires  made  near  one  another,  by  Way  of  its  Confecration  to  the 
Service  of  Moloch,  or  by  putting  it  in  the  Body  of  the  Idol  made 
of  Brafs,  and  heated  extremely  hot,  fo  that  ii  was  immediately 
burnt  to  Death.     But  then,  to  abate  the  Horror  of  the  Crime, 
feme  are  of  Opinion,  that  j^hax  made  his  Sons  pafs  through  the 
Fire,  in  the  former  Senfe  only,  and  that,  becaufe  we  find  He- 
xektah  furvive,  and  fucceed  him  in  the  Throne,  and  another  of 
his  Sons,  miz.  Maafeiahy  flain  by  Zichri,  at  his  Taking  of  "Je- 
rufalem  ;  but  this  does  not  hinder  Aha%  from  having  other  Sons, 
not  mention'd  in  the  Hiftory,  whom  he  might  make  Sacrifices 
to  Moloch.     The  Scripture  fays  exprefsJy,  that  he  made  his  Sons 
to  pafs  through  the  Fire,  according  to  the  Abominations  of  the 
heathen,  nx:hom  the  Lord  cafi   out  before   the  Children  ©/"Ifrael, 
a  Kings  xvi.  3.     Now,  it  is  inconteftably  true,  that  the  antient 
Inhabitants  of  the  Land  of  Ifrael  did  frequently  imitate  the 
Heathens  in  thefe  Barbarities  :     The-^  offered  their  Sons  and  their 
Daughters     unto  Devils,   and  defied  the   Land  ivith     innocent 
Blood,  ixhichthey  offered  unto  the  Idols  0/" Canaan,  Pfal.  cvi.  36. 
Vid.  £z^^.  xvi.  20,  21.  andxxiii.  37,39.     And  therefore  it  is 
reafonable  to  think,  that  he  did  the  fame,  and  that  this  is  re- 
corded againfl  him,  as  an  Aggravation  of  his  other  Crimes. 
Patrick's  and  Calmet''s  Commentaries. 

•f-  Hinnom,  in  all  Probability,  was  fome  eminent  Perfon  in 
aniient  Times,  to  whom  this  Valley  belonged,  and  to  whofe 
Polterity  it  defcended,  and  is  therefore  fometimes  called  the 
Valley  of  the  Children  of  Hinnom.  It  was  a  famous  Plot  of 
Ground  on  the  Eafl  fide  of  Jerufalem,  and  fo  delightfully  Ihad- 
cd,  that  it  invited  the  People  to  make  it  a  Place  of  idolatrous 
Worfhip,  whereby  it  be&me  infamous,  and  was,  at  laft,  turn'd 
into  a  public  Dunghil,  or  Receptacle,  where  all  the  Filth  and 
Excrements  of  the  City  were  brought  and  burnt  j  for  which 
Purpofe,  there  was  a  perpetual  Fire  kept,  which  made  it  a 
Kind  of  Image,  or  Reprefentation,  of  Htll.  Patrick's  Com- 
mcntary  on  ycj^.  xv.  8. 
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RE2IN  took  Elah  f,  out  of  which  he  drove  the  JewSf     A.  M. 
and  fettled  the  Edomites  in  it ;  and,  having  loaded  his  Army  T'^^ vf 'r 
with  Spoils,  and  taken  a  vaft  Number  of  Captives,  return'd  ^^"g^'  gf "  * 
to  Damafcus.     Pekah,  with  his   Army,  march'd   direcSlly      From 
againft  Maz^  and  gave  him  a  terrible  Overthrow,  wherein  '  ^l"^yl'* 
he  deftroy'd  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  and  twenty  Thoufand  of  2  chron, 
of  his  Men  :  And  Zichriy  taking  Advantage  of  this  Victory,  ^•Y*^ 
march'd  to  ferufalem ;  and,  having  taken  the  royal  Cityy 
flew  Maafeiak   the  King's  Son,  and  all  the  great  Men  of 
the   Kingdom,  whom   he  found   there.     After   this,  both 
thefe  Armies  Cf  Ifrael,  in  their  Return,  carry'd  with  them 
vaft  Spoils,  and  above   two  hundred  Thoufand  Captives, 
whom  they  intended  to  have  fold  for  Slaves  :     But,  as  they 
approach'd  Samaria^  the  Prophet  Oded,  with  the  principal 
Inhabitants  of  the  City,  came  out  to  meet  them,  and,  after 
proper   Remonftrances  of  their  Cruelty  to  their  Brethren, 
prevail'd  with  them,  not  only  to  releafe  the  Prifoners,  but 
to  let  them  likewife   be  cloath'd,  and   reliev'd  out  of  the 
Spoils  they  had    taken,  and  fo    fent  back  to   their  own 
Houfes, 

The  Kingdom  of  Judah  was  no  fooner  deliver 'd  from 
thefe  Enemies,  but  it  was  invaded  by  others,  who  treated 
it  with  the  fame  Cruelty  :  For  the  Edomites  to  the  Souths 
and  the  Philijiines  to  the  Wejl,  feiz'd  on  thofe  Parts, 
which  lay  contiguous  to  them,  and,  by  Ravages  and  In- 
roads, did  all  the  Mifchief  they  could  to  the  reft. 

Q^  3  Being 

■f-  Elah,  or  Elam,  (as  we  took  Notice  before)  was  a  famous 
Port  on  the  Red-Sea,  which  David,  in  his  Conqueft  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Edom,  took,  and  there  eftablifti'd  a  great  Trade  to 
divers  Parts  of  the  World.  In  the  Reign  of  Jehoram,  the  Son 
oi  fehojhaphat,  the  Edomites  recover'd  their  Liberty,  and  be- 
came fole  Mafters  of  this  City,  until  the  Time,  that  Uzziah 
recover'd  it  to  the  Dominion  oi  Judah,  z  Kings  xiv.  Z2.  but, 
in  the  Jkti^n  oi  Jhaz,  the  Syrians  retook  it,  and  rellor'd  ic  t« 
the  Edomites :  And  why  they  chofe  to  do  this,  rather  than  keep 
fo  advantageous  a  Place  in  their  own  PolTeffion,  we  may  learn 
from  what  we  read  of  the  £</(?«(//^j,  2  Chron.  xxviii.  ij. 'viz. 
that  they  invaded  Judah,  as  Auxiliaries  to  the  King  of  Syria, 
much  about  the  Time,  that  he  was  engag'd  in  War  with  that 
Kingdom,  and  therefore  it  is  no  Wonder,  that  he  (hould  give 
up  a  Place,  which  lay  attoof[reat  a  Diftance  for  him  to  keep,  to 
the  Edomites,  whofe  originally  it  was,  and  who  made  perhaps 
the  Reftitution  of  it  one  Article  of  their  Confederacy  with  hira. 
Patrick'%  and  LeClerc^s  Commentaries. 
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A.  M.        Being  reduc'd  to  this  low  Condition,  and  feeing  no  other 
Ant!  Chlff.  R^'ns'J.y  left  to  his  Affairs,  j^haz  font  an  Embaffy  to  Tig- 

758,  &c.  lath-Pilefer  King  of  AJfyria.^  with  a  large  Prefent  of  all  the 
From  I  Kings  Gold  and  Silver,  that  he  could  find  in  the  Treafury  of  the 
End  of  2^  Temple,  and  as  large  Promifes,  to  become  \\\%  Vajfa\  2S\^ 
Chron.  Tributary  for  ever,  if  he  would  but  fend  Forces  to  his  Af- 
^^'V^^^  fiftance  againft  his  Enemies. 
Btmakei  «       'YwY.  King  of  Jffyria  readily  laid  hold  on  this  Invitation  ; 

League  ivitb        ,  .  P  4>l  J      ■  •    n     n       •     t^  •  r 

the  King  of  ^'^^•i   marchmg  with  a  great  Army  agamlt  /c^z/w  King  or 

Affyria,  and  Syria,  he  flew  him  in  Battle  ;  befieg'd,  and  took   his  Capi- 

\'ut7"T'  '^^  °^  Damafcus  ;  and,    having  reduc'd   the  whole  Country 

^i„/         under  his  Dominion,  tranfplanted  the  People  to  Kir^  a  Place 

in  the  Upper-Media,  and  fo  put  an  End  to  the  Kingdom  of 

Syria  in  Damafcus  *,  after  it  had  continu'd  for  nine  or  ten 

fenerations. 

After  this,  he  march'd  againft  Pekah  ;  feiz'd  all  that 
belong'd  to  Ifracl  beyond  Jordan  ;  and,  having  plunder'd 
the  Land  of  Galilee,  proceeded  towards  "Jerufalem^  with 
an  Intent  to  y^w^fz^  more  Money  out  o'i  Aha%,  which  when 
he  had  done,  (by  making  him  cut  the  Veflels  of  the  Temple 
to  Pieces,   and  melt  them  down,  to  fatisfy  his  Avarice)  he 

march'd 

*  In  the  Time  of  Abraham^    Damafcus  was  in  being  ;  and 

feme  of  the   Antients  inform  us,   that  this  Patriarch   reign'd 

there  immediately  after  Damafcus  its  Founder.     Thus  much  is 

certain,   that   one,    whom  he   had  made  free,    and   appointed 

Steivard  oi  his  Hqufe,   was   of  Da7nafcus,    Gen.  xv.    2.  at  the 

Time  that  he  purfu'd  Chedorlaomtr,   and  the  five  confederated 

Kings,  as  far  as  Hobah,  which  lies  northward  of  Damafcus,  Gen. 

xiv.   15.     The  Scripture  fays  nothing  more  of  this  City,   until 

the  Time  of  Da^id,  when  Hadad,    who,   according  to  Jofphus, 

(Jewi(h  Antiq.lib.  vii.  c.  6.)  was  the  firft,  who  took  upon  him 

the  Title  of  King  of  Damafcus,  fending  Troops  to  the  Affiftance 

of  Hadadezer  K'\iig  of  Zabah,    was  himfelf  defeated  by  Danj'id, 

and   his   Country  fubdu'd.     Towards    the  End    of    Solomofi's 

Reign,  Rezin   recover'd   the  Kingdom  of  Damafcus,  and  (hook 

off  the  Jeivifh  Yoke,    i   Kings   xi.  23,   i^c     Sometime  after 

this,  Afa,  King  oi  Judah,  implor'd-the  Help  oi  Benhadad  K'wg 

oi  Damafcus.  agzinll  Baa//:>a  King  of  Ifraet,    I  Kings  xv.  18. 

And  from  this  Time  the  Kings  of.  Damafcus  were   generally 

called  Benhadad,  till, "in  this  laft  Gontroverfy  with  them,    Ahaz, 

called  in  the  Afiiftance  of  the  YJm^oi  AJfyria,  who  killed  their 

King,  and  carry'd  his  Subjefts  into  Captivity,  according  to  the 

Preditftions  of  If  at  ah,  chap,  vii:  g.  and^ww,  chap.  vii.  Calmet''k, 

Didlionary,  under  the  Word. 
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piarch'd  back  to  Damafcus,   and  there  winter 'd,  ||  without     A,  M. 
doing  him  any  farther  Service.     Thefe  Indignities^   which  ^*4^'  '^'■• 
another  Man  might  have  refented,  Ahaz,  in  his  Circumftan-  J^^z^'^^l' 
ces,  thought  proper  to  overlook ;  and  not  only  fo,  but,  when  '   From 
he  heard  that  Tiglath-Pilefer   was   return'd  to  Damafcus,  '  ^'"e^  ^''''• 
he  went  thither  to  pay  him  Homage  and  Obeifance,  as  his  of  \  ch  "ot 
Vajfalznd  Tributary.     While  he  continu'd  at  Z)^w^'2-z/j,  he    y^r\J 
happpn'd  to  fee  an  idolatrous  Altar,   of  fo  curious  a  Make  -^"^  ^'"Wf 
and  Figure  in  his  Opinion,   that  he  order'd  a  Model  of  it  to  l"!,f'^J^,.  . 
be  taken,  and  fent  to  Urijah,  the  High-Priejl  at  Jerufalem^  ?.-,  till  at 
f  with  Injunctions  to  have  another  made,  as  like  it  as  poilible;  ^^"S'^  he 
'and  when  he  return'd,  he  remov'd  the  Altar  of  the  Lord  out^'"* 
of  its  Place  in  the  Temple,  and  order'd  this  yicw  one  to  be 

0,4  fet 

d  In  2  Chron.  xxviii.  20.  we  read,  that  Tiglath-pilefer  came 
unto  Ahaz,  and  dijirejjfedf  but  Jlrengthened  him  not.  And  ytt, 
'ycii  Kings  xvi.9.  it  is  faid,  that  he  did  help  him;  and  how 
then  can  he  be  faid  to  have  dijirefs'd  hitn  ?  Very  well  j  for,  as 
he  came  to  his  Afliftance  againlv  the  King  oi  Syria,  fo  he  took 
Damafcus,  carry'd  the  People  captive,  and  deliver'd  Ahaz  from 
the  Power  of  the  Syrians ;  but  this  did  Jhaz  little  good,  for  he 
help'd  him  not  to  recover  the  Cities,  which  the  Philifiines  had 
taken  from  him.  He  lent  him  no  Forces,  nor  enabled  hirh  to 
recruit  his  own  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  rather  nueakend  him,  by 
exhaufting  his  Treafures,  and  deiiroying  Samaria,  which  open'd 
a  Way  for  the  Invafion  of  his  Country  with  more  Facihty,  as 
it  happen'd  in  the  next  Reign.  For  it  is  no  uncommon  Thing, 
even  in  latter  Ages,  to  hear  of  Kingdoms,  that  have  called  in 
the  Help  of  fome  foreign  Prince  againft  their  Enemies,  over- 
run and  conquer'd  by  thofe,  vvho  came  to  their  Affiftance. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

f  It  mull:  not  be  deny'd  indeed,  but  that  the  High-Prieft:  car- 
ry'd  his  Complaifance  much  too  far,  in  obeying  the  King's  In- 
junftion,  which  he  ought,  with  all  his  Power  and  Intereft,  to 
have  oppos'd.  God  prcfcrib'd  to  Mofes  in  what  Form,  and 
with  what  Materials,  he  was  to  make  the  Altar,  Exod.  xxvii.  i, 
^f.  The  Altar,  which  Solomon  made,  was  indeed  four  Times 
as  large,  2  Chron.  iv.  i .  but  then,  God  hath  given  fucii  foiemn 
Teftimony  of  his  Approbation  of  it,  that  there  was  no  touching 
it  without  Impiety  :  For  the  High  Pried  could  not  but  know, 
that  this  Innovation  of  the  King's  did  not  proceed  from  any 
Principle  of  Religion,  but  from  a  Defign  to  degrade  the  Jltar 
of  the  Lord,  as  well  as  the  other  facred  Veflels  of  the  Temple, 
But  what  Ihall  we  fay  for  this  ?  There  will,  in  all  Ages,  be 
fonie  Men  found,  who  will  be  ready  to  execute  the  molt  impi- 
ous Commands,  that  can  poflibly  come  from  the  Throne,  /^a-? 
trick'%  and  Caltnet's  Commeniaries. 
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A.  M.     fet  up  in  its  Stead,  and  that  Sacrifices,  for  the  futqre,  fhouk) 

Ant^C^/ift.  ^^  f>ffei"'d  on  it  alone. 

7;S,  &c.       The  Truth  is,  the  more  his  Misfortunes  came  upon  him, 

FromiKings  the  greater  his  Contempt  of  Almighty  God  grew  ;  infomuch, 

jnd  of  T   ^"^'^^  ^^^'"S  defac'd  t  fcveral  of  the  moft  ftately  Veflels  of 

Chron.         the  Temple,    he  cau?'d  it  at  laft  to  be  wholly  (hut  up  ;  and, 

^•'V"N.  fupprefling  all  Divi/ie  Worfhip  throughout  the  Kingdom, 

in  the  Room  thereof  he  fet  up  the  Worfnip  of  the  G«ds  of 

the  Syrians  f,  and  of  other  Nations,    alledging,   that  they 

had 

f  The  Words  in  the  Text,  according  to  our  Tranflation,  are, 
Ahaz  cut  off  the  Borders  of  the  Bafes,  and  remo'ued  the   Laver 
from  off  thcniy   and  took  doivn  the  Sea  from  off  the  Brazen  Oxeny 
that  "Mere  under  it^   and  put  it  upon  a  Pavement  of  Stones^  and 
the  Convert  for  the  Sabbath,  that  they  had  built  in  the  Houfe,  and 
the  King's  Entry  ^without,   turned  he  from  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord^ 
for  the  King  o/"  Aflyria,   z  Kings  xvi.    17,   18,     His  removing 
the  Bafes,  the  Laver,  and  the  Brazen  Sea,  was  palpably  with  a 
Defign  to  deface  the  Service  of  pod  in  the  Temple,  and  thence 
to  bring  it  into  publick  Contempt ;  but  then  Commentators  are 
much  at  a  Lofs,   to  knqw  what  we  are  to  iinderftand    by   the 
Convert  for  the  Sabbath  iviihin,  and  the  Kin£  s  Entry  nvithout,  the 
Temple.     Now  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  tells  us  exprcfsly,  that  the 
Gate  of  the  inner  Court^ivhich  looked  tonjcards  the  Eafl^  was  open'd 
only    on    the  Sabbath,    and  on  the  Day  of  the  Nenv-Moon,    and 
that  in  thefe  Days,   the  King  wp.s  to  enter   into  the  Temple  at 
this  Gate,  and   continue  at   the  Entrance  of  the   Priefts  Court 
(where  was  the  Brazen  Scaffold,  which  Solomon  erefted,  2  Chron. 
vi.  13.  a  Place   for   the  King  to  pay  his  Devotions  on)  until  his 
Sacrifices  were  offered  ;  and,  if  fo,  the  Mufack,  which  we  tranf- 
late  Covert,  might  be  a  kind  of  Canopy,  or  other  cover'd  Place, 
under  which  the  King  fat,  when  he  came  to  the  Service  of  the 
Temple,   on  the  Sabbath,   or  other  great  Solemnities,   which 
was  therefore  called  the  Convert  of  the  Sabbath  :  And  the  Reafon, 
why   the    King  ordered  this  to  be  taken  away,  was,  becaufe 
he  intended  to  trouble  himfelf  no  inore  with  coming  to   the 
Temple,  and  by  this  Adlion  to  exprefs  his  Hatred  likewife,  and 
Contempt,  of  the  Sabbath.     Calmefs  and  Patrick's  Commenta- 
ries, an<l  Spencer,  de  Leg.  Hebr^or.  lib.  i.  c.  i. 

\  This  was  a  m'onllrous  Stupidity,  to  think,  that  thefe 
Gods  had  any  Power  over  him,  who  could  not  defend  them- 
felves  from  the  Arms  of  'tiglath-pilrfer !  Thinking  however, 
that  they  had  diftrefs'd  him,  he  facrific'd  to  them,  in  order  to 
appeale  their  Wrath,  that  they  might  do  him  no  farther  Hurt ; 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  antient  Romans  were  wont  to  bribe 
the  Gods  of  their  Enemies,  with  larger  Sacrifices  than  ordinary, 
in  Hopes  of  bringing  them  over  to  their  Party,  and  making 
them  their  Friends.     Patrick's  Commentary. 
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had  help'd  their  refpeaive  People ;  whereas  his  God,  for-     A.  M.^ 
footh,  had  forfaken  him,   and  therefore  deferv'd  no  farther ^'^f'^^^.^' 
Homage.     But  in  the  Height  of  all  his  Impiety  and  Pro-  ^j'g,  (^c. 
fanenefs,   he  was  cut  off  by  a  fudden  Stroke,  in    the  very     From 
Prime  of  his  Age,  after  he  had  liv'd  fix  and  thirty,  and  reign'd  ;^^;"f  J- 
fixteen,  Years  J  and,   being   bury'd  in    the  City  oi  David^^i  zChron. 
tho'  not  in  the  royal  Sepulchres,  (for  that  Honour  he  was  •"V^s^i 
deny'd,  becaufe  of  his  Iniquities)  he   was  fucceeded  by  his 
Son  Hezekiah^  who  was  a  worthy  and  religious  Prince. 

II  In   the  five  and  twentieth  Year  of  his  Age,  i/^z^^f /^/^  Hezekiah's 
began  to  reign  j  apd,  after  he  had  got  the  full  Poffeflion  oi  fff^^Jlf"* 

the  matloK  of 
Religion, 

(I  Qf  Ahaz,  Jt  is  recorded,  that  he  was  but  tnuenty  Tears  old^ 
nuhen  he  began  to  reign,  and  that  he  reigned  fixtecn,  before  he 
dy'd,  fo  that  in  the  whole  he  liv'd  fix  and  thirty  Years,  2  Kings 
xvi.  2.     Now  his  Son  Hezekiah  is  faid  to  have  been  fve  and 
t<weniy  Tears  old,   nvhen  he  began  to  reign,  2  Kings  xviii.   2.   and 
confequently,    his  Father  muft  have  begot  him,  when  he  was 
eleven  Years  old,  which  feems  a  little  incredible :  And,  to  folve 
this  Difficulty,    Commentators  have  taken  feveral  Ways,     Some 
have  imagin'd,  that  Hezekiah  was  not  the  real,  but  adopted  Son 
only  of  Ahaz,  and  might  therefore  fucceed  his  Fojier-Father,  at 
this,  or  any  other.  Age  :  Put  this  Hypothejis  (as  Bochart  obferves) 
fpoils  the  Defcent  of  our  Saviour  from  Da'vid.     Others  fuppofe, 
(that  there  was  an  Interregnum  for  fome  Years,  occafioned  by  a 
Sedition,  that  happen'd  in  "Jerufalem :  But  there  is  no  Founda- 
tion for  this  Hypothejts  jn  Hiftory ;  on  the  contrary,   it  is  much 
more  likely,  that,  as  Hezekiah  was  a  Man  grown,  and  greatly 
beloved  by  the  People,  he  fhould  immediately  fucceed  upon  his 
Father's  Demife.     Others  again  imagine,  that,  in  Deteftation  of 
jihaz's  Wickednefs,   his  Reign  is  omiited  on  this  Account,  and 
that  therefore  thePaffagefhould  be  thus  render'' d:  Ahaznvas  twen- 
ty Tears  old  nvhen  his  Father  began  to  reign  :  But  this  is  reverling 
the  Order  of  Words  in  the  Text,  and  turning  them  into  a  Senfe 
that  is  far  from  bejng  natural.     Others,  not  fatisfy'd  with  any 
of  thefe  Solutions,  will  needs  have  it,   that  there  is  an  Error 
crept  into  the  Text  itfelf  by  the  Negligence  of  fome  Tranfcri- 
ber,  who,  inftead  of  tiventv,  made  Hezekiah  five  and  twenty 
Years  old,  when  his  Reign  commenc'd,  merely  by  miftaking  the 
numerical  Letters  :  But  it  is  not  fo  well,   even  in  numerical  Mat- 
ters (which  are  moft  liable  to  Variation)   to  find  any  Fault  with 
the  Text,  except  where  there  is  no  other  tolerable  Solution, 
which  is  not  the  Cafe  here.     In   thefe  Days,   and  long  before, 
it  was  no  unufual  Thing  (upon  feveral  Confiderations)  for  Kings 
to  take  the  Son,    who  was  to  fucceed  them,  into  Partiierfliip 
with  them  before  they  dy'd.     Now  J/:^az,  by  his  Mifmanage- 

ment. 
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A.  M.     the  Kingdom,  (for  during  his  Father's  Ulnefs  he  a£led  only 

'^^^'cMft  ^^  Vice- Roy  under  him)  he  began,  in  good  Earneft,  to  \{tt 

"  g   ^c.  ^bout  a  thorough  Reformation  of  Religion.     To  this  pur- 

From      pofe  he  caus'd  the  Doors  of  the  Temple,  which  his  Father 

iKintsviii.  .  .  ^^^ 

to  the  End 

i^-Y^-Vj  rnent,  had  brought  hjmfelf  into  fo  many  Intanglements,  (2  Chron, 
xxviii.  16,  ^c.  and  xxix.  7,  i^c.)  as  to  want  an  Affiftant  in  the 
Government,  and,  accordingly,  it  appears  that  he  admitted  his 
Son   in   that  Capacity.     For,   whereas,   it  is  faid  of  Hezekiah^ 
that  he   began   to  reign  in  the  third  Year  of  Ho/hea  Son  of 
Elah,  z  Kings  xviii.  i.  and  of  Hojhea,  that  he  began  to  reign  in 
the  twelfth  Year  of  Jhaz,   2  Kings  xvii.   i.  it  is  evident,  that 
Htzekiah  began    to  reign    in  the  fourteenth  Year  of  Ahaz,  his 
Father,  and  fo  reign'd  two  or  three  Years  before  his  Father's 
Death.     So  that,   at   the  fiift  Date  of  his  Reign  (which  was  ia 
Conjunftion  with  his  Father)  he  might  be  but  two  or  three  and 
twenty,  and  his  Father,  confequently,  when  he  begot  him,  two 
or  three  Years  older  than  the  common  Computation.     But  there 
is  another  Way  of  folving  this  Difficulty.     It  is   a  common 
Thing,  both  Infacred  and  prophane  Authors,  in  the  Computation 
of  Time,  to  take  no  Notice,  whether  the  Year  they  mention, 
be  perfeft  or  imperfeft,  whether  linifh'd  or  but  newly  begun. 
Upon  this  Account  Aha%  might  be  near  one  and  twenty  Years 
old,   when   he  began  to  reign,  and  near  feventeen  Years  older, 
when  he  died  :  And,  on  the  other  Hand,  Hezekiah,  when  he 
began  to  reign,   might  be  but  juil  entering  into  his   five  and 
twentieth  Year,  and,  by  this  Means,    Jhaz  might  be  near  four- 
teen Years  old,  when  he  begat  Hezekiah,   which  is  no  extraor- 
dinary Thing  at  all.     Nay,    even  upon  the  loweft  Suppofition, 
that  he  was  but  eleven  or  twelve  Years   old,  yet  Inllances  are 
innumerable  (fuch  as  Bochart  and  others  have  given)  of  Perfons, 
that  have  procreated  Children  at  that  Age  :  For  it  is  not  fo 
much  the  Number  of  Years,   as  the  Nature  of  the  Climate,  the 
Conjlitution  of  the  Body,  the  Stature  of  the  Perfon,  the  Quality 
of  the  Diet,    &c.   that  ought  to   be    confider'd  in  this  Affair, 
Bochart^s  Phaleg.  p.  920.     Millard  Hiftory  of  the  Church,  p. 
201.      ^^<^or</'s  Scripture  Chronology.     Patrick's  andiCalmet'' i 
Commentaries. 

f  A  great  Demonftration  this  of  his  fincere  Piety  and  Zeal 
towards  God,  that  he  began  fo  foon  to  reform  the  Corruption 
of  Religion,  and  did  not  Itay  till  he  had  eftabliHi'd  himfelf  in 
his  Throne  !  He  might  think  however,  that  the  fureft  Way  toi 
eftablifh  himfelf  in  the  Throne,  was  to  eftablifli  the  true  Wor- 
fhip  of  God  ;  tho'  he  could  not  but  forefee,  that  he  run  a  great 
Hazard  in  attempting  the  abolifliing  of  Idolatry,  which  had 
been  confirm'd  by  fome  Years  Prefcription.  Patrick's  Com- 
mentary. 
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had  order'd  to  be  (hut  up,  to  be  open'd  ;  his  Father's  new     A.  M. 
Altar  to   be  remov'd ;  the  Altar  of  the  Lord  to  be  reftor'd  g^f '^^^[^^ 
to  its  Place  again  ;  and  whatever  other  Pollutions  it  had  con-  758,  &c.' 
tra<Sted  during  his  Father's  Adminiftration,  he  order'd  themF''on»'K.ing» 
all  to  be  purg'd,  and  done  away.  ^  Then,  calling  the  Pny/^nd  of  L""" 
znd  Levites   together,  he   requir'd  them   to  yi?;7^y3' them-chron. 
felves,  according  to  the  Directions  of  the  Law  ;  and,  after  L^'YNJ 
that,  the  former  he  appointed    to  offer  Sacrifices  f ,  in  or-r 
der  to  atone  for  the  King's,  their  oxvn,  and  the  People's  Sins  j 
and  the  latter^  f  with  mufical  Inftruments,  to  fing  Praifes 

to 

-f-  The  Words  in  the  Text  are, For  a  Sin-Offering  for 

the  Kingdom,  i.  e.  for  the  King's  Sins,  and  thofe  of  his  Prede- 
ceffors ;  for  the  Sanduary,  for  the  Priefts  Sins,  and  the  Profa- 
nations of  the  Temple  ;  and  for  Judah,  /.  e.  for  all  the  People, 
who  have  follow'd  the  bad  Examples  of  their  impious  Kings. 
Now  the  Offering,  which  the  Law  prefcrib'd  for  the  Tranfgref- 
fions  of  the  People,  was  a  young  Bullock  ;  and  for  the  Offences 
of  the  Prince,  was  ^Goat,  Lpv.  iv.  23,  i^c.  but  good  Hezekiah, 
we  find,  was  willing  to  do  more,  than  the  Law  commanded. 
He  was  fcnfible,  that  both  Prince  and  People  had  been  guilty, 
not  only  of  Sins  of  Ignorance,  (for  which  thefe  Sacrifices  were 
inftituted)  but  of  wilful  and  prefumptuous  Crimes,  of  grofs 
Idolatry,  a  Profanation  of  the  Temple,  and  an  utter  Extindion 
of  the  Worfhip  of  God  ;  and  therefore  he  appointed  fcven 
Bullocks  for  a  Burnt-Offering,  and  as  many  Goats  for  a  Sin^ 
Offering,  upon  Prefumption,  that  thefe  numerous  Sacrifices  were, 
if  not  neceffary,  at  leaft  highly  fit  and  becoming,  upon  the 
Account  of  the  great  and  long  Negledl  of  Divine  Service,  and 
the  Multitude,  and  long  Continuance,  of  their  other  Offences 
againft  God,  for  which  they  were  now  to  beg  Forgivenefs. 
Calmet\  and  Patrick's  Commentaries. 

f  Mofes,  in  the  Service  of  the  Tabernacle,  did  not  appoint 
the  Ufe  of  any  mufical  Inftruments ;  only  he  caufed  feme  "Trum- 
pets to  be  made,  which,  upon  folemn  Occafions,  were  to  be 
founded,  at  the  Time,  when  the  Burnt  Offering  and  Peace-Offer- 
ing were  upon  the  Altar,  Numb.  x.  10.  But  Da-uid,  by  the 
Advice  of  the  Prophets,  Gad  and  Nathan,  introduced  ftveral 
Kinds  of  Mufick  into  the  Service  of  the  Temple,  as  a  Tiling 
highly  conducive  to  infpire  People  with  Refped,  with  Joy,  and 
with  AfFedion  for  the  Solemnities  and  AfTemblics  of  Religion, 
I  Chron.  xxiii.  5.  and  xxv.  i.  and  'tis  farther  obfcrvable,  that 
the  Inftitution  of  Mufick,  in  religious  Alfemblies,  is  not  a  iVlat- 
ter  of  human  Invention,  but  what  was  ordain'd  by  God,  and 
has  the  Sandioij  and  Authority  of  his  Prophets  to  confirm  it, 
for  fo  ivas  the  Commandment  of  the  Lord  by  his  ProphetSy  2 
Chron.  xxix.  25. 


252  ^^^  Wjiory  of  the  B  I  BL  E,        Book  VI. 

A.  M.     to  God,  in  the   Words  of  David    f,    and  of  Afaph  the 
5146,  ^'-    c  •"  '^ 

Ant.    Chrif.  ''^Vt*  ,  n       ,^       ^         n         . 

•js^,^c-         Having    thus  reftor  d  the  Service  of  the  Temple,  he 

From      purpos'd  with  himfelf  to    revive  the  Pajfover,  which,  by 

to  the^End '  ^^^afon  of  the  Divifion  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  frequent 

of  2  chrou.  Commotions  that  had   happen'd  thereupon,    had  not  been 

'  VV-Sv^  regularly  obferv'd  for  a  long  while.     To  this  Purpofe,  he 

^tbVp7nZ-^r  a'^vis'd    with    the    Princes,    and   chief  Men  of  the  King- 

^anddcmoVp.  dom  ;  and,  becaufe  it  was  thought,  that  neither  the  Temple, 

ing  Idolatry,  thc  Prlcfts,    nor  the  People  could  be  fufficiently  fandify'd, 

againft  the  ufual  Time  of  obferving  it,  (which  was  in  the 

firji  Month  of  the  Year)  it  was  refolv'd,  that  f  it  fhould  be 

celebrated  in  the  fecond  :  And,  accordingly,  a  Proclamation 

was  iffu'd  out,  requiring,  not  only  the  People  of  Judah,  f 

but  all  other  Ijraeliiesy  of  whatever  Tribe  they  were,  to 

come  to  this  Solemnity. 

It 

f  Da<vid  was  both  a  great  Poet  and  Mafter  of  Mufick,  and 
might  therefore  modulate,  and  compofe,  his  o\vn  Hymns  i  but, 
whether  the  Mufick  of  them  might  not  be  alter'd  or  improv'd 
in  After  Ages  (becaufe  the  Words  only  are  here  taken  Notice 
of)  is  a  Matter  of  feme  Uncertainty.  The  Afaph,  here  men- 
tion'd,  was  the  Perfon  who  liv'd  in  Da'vids  Days,  fo  famous 
for  his  Skill  in  Mujici,  and  the  feveral  devout  Pieces,  which  he 
compos'd,  are  thofe  which  we  meet  with  in  the  Colledlion  of 
the  Pfalms ;  but  others  will  needs  have  it  (but  for  what  Reafon  I 
cannot  tell)  that  the  Author  of  the  Pfalms,  afcrib'd  to  Afaph, 
was  another  Perfon,  who  liv'd  in  After-Times,  tho'  perhaps  of 
the  fame  Family,  as  well  as  Name,  with  this  famous  Afaphy  who 
liv'd  in  Da'v'id'%.     Patrick^  Commentary. 

•}■  The  Diredion,  which  the  Law  gives,  is.  That 

the  Paffover  fhould  be  celebrated  on  the  fourteenth  Day  of  the  firji 
Month,  which  the  Jen-vs  call  Nifan  ;  but,  becaufe  it  was  found 
impoflible,  to  get  all  Things  in  Readinefs  againft  that  Time,  it 
was  judg'd  more  advifeable,  to  adjourn  it  to  the  fourteenth  of 
the  next  Month,  (which  the  Jeivs  call  Jyan)  rather  than  ftay  to 
the  next  Year  :  And  for  this  they  had  fome  Encouragement  j 
becaufe  the  Law  allows,  that,  in  cafe  any  Manfhall  he  unclean, 
by  Reafon  of  a  dead  Body,  or  be  on  a  Journey  afar  off,  he  may 
cat  the  Paffover  on  the  fourteenth  Day  of  the  fecond  Month,  Numb. 
ix.  10,  II.  and  what  was  an  Indulgence  to  particular  Perfons, 
they  thought,  might  well  be  allow'd  to  the  whole  Congregation 
of  Ifrael.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

•f-  Hezekiah,  'tis  certain,  had  no  Right  to  invite   Hofhed'% 
Subjefts  to  repair  to  Jerufalem  to  the  Celebration  of  his  Paffo- 

'ver^ 
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It  could   hardly  be  exerted,  but  that,  after  fo  long  a    A.  M. 
Difufe  of  this  holy  Fejiival,  an  Attempt  to  revive  it  ftiould  ^^^^.f 'cfrift. 
meet  with  fome  Scorn  and  Oppofition  j  and  therefore,    vf^Tc^'i,  (^c. 
need  not  wonder,  that  many  of  the  Tribes  of  Ephraim,    ^'^o'" .., 
Manafeh,  and  Zdulun,  ftiould  laugh   at  i/.?z^y^/a^'s  Mef-J^th^End* 
fengers,  when  they  invited  them  to  this  Feajf.     Great  Mul-  of  2  chion. 
titudes  however,    even  from  thefe  Parts,  came  to  Jerufalem  \^^Y'\J 
upon  this  Occafion  j  and  the  Concourfe  indeed  was  fo  nu- 
merous, that  this  might  be  juftly  reckon'd  one  of  the  greateft 
Pajovers,  that  had  been  folemniz'd  from  the  Days  of  King 
Solomon.     The  Time,  which  the  Law  directs  for  the  Con- 
tinuance of  this  Feaft,  is  /even  Days  ;  but,  forafmuch  as  it 
had  been  long  neglected,  they  now  doubled  the  Time,  and 
kept  it  for  fourteen,  with  great  Joy  and  Gladnefs  of  Heart : 
And  as  foon  as  the  Solemnity  was  ended,  thofe,  that  belong'd 
to  the  Tribes  of  Judab  and  Benjamin  f,  went,  and  brake  the 
Images  in  Pieces,  cut  down  theGroves,  threw  down  the  High- 
Places,  and  Altars  belonging  to  ftrange  Gods,  and  abfolute- 
ly  deftroy'd  all  the  Monuments  of  Idolatry,  which  were  a- 
ny  where  to  be  found,  either  in  Jerufalem,  fudea,  or  any 
of  the   Coafts    belonging  to  them ;    as    thofe  of  the  other 
Tribes,  in  their  Return  home,  did  the  fame  in  all  the  reft 
of  Ifrael ;  fo  that  Idolatry  was  quite  abolifh'd,  and  the  true 
Worfhip  of  God  again  univerfally  reftor'd. 

Nay, 

vtr }  yet,  for  the  doing  of  this,  we  may  well  prefume,  that  he 
had  Encouragement  from  Hojhea  himfelf,  who,  as  to  the  Mat- 
ter of  Religion,  (as  we  faid  before)  has  a  better  Charafter  in 
Scripture,  than  any  of  hisPredeceffors  from  the  Divifion  of  the 
two  Kingdoms.  But  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  was,  that  both 
the  Golden-Calves  (which  had  made  this /o/zV/Va/ Separation) 
were  now  taken  away,  that  of  Dan  by  Tiglath-pile/er,  and  the 
other  of  Bethel,  by  his  Son  Salmanefer  ;  and  therefore  the  Apo- 
fiate  Jenjus,  being  thus  depriv'd  of  their  Idols,  began  to  return 
to  the  Lord,  and  to  go  up  to  Jerufalem  to  Worlhip  for  fome 
Time,  before  HeKekiah  made  them  this  Invitation  to  his  PaJJo- 
<ver.     Prideaux^s  Connexion,  Anno  729. 

f  This,  as  the  Text  tells  us,  was  done,  not'only  in  the  Tribes 
of  Judab  and  Benjamin,  but  in  thofe  of  Ephraim  alfo,  and  Ma- 
naffeh,  2  Cbron.  xxxi.  i .  which,  tho'  they  were  Part  of  Hojhea* % 
Dominion,  yet  He%ekiah  might  direil  this  Abolition  of  idolatrv 
in  them,  in  Virtue  of  a  Law,  which  bound  Ifrael,  as  well  as  fu- 
dah,  and  requir'd  the  Extirpation  of  thefe  Things  in  the  whole 
Land  of  Canaan  ;  by  the  fpecial  Impulfe,  and  Diredtion,  of  God's 
Spirit,  which  puts  Men  upon  hergick  Ai^ions,  tho'  not  to  be 

drawn 
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A.  M.  Nay,  there  was  one  Thing,  viz.  the  Brazen  Serpent  f,' 
3H6,  ®'^«  which  might  have  been  of  innocent  Ufe,  and  ferv'd,  in  the 
758J  ©"c. '  farne  Manner  as  did  the  Pot  of  Manna^  and  Aaron\  Rod, 

From  for 

I  Kings  viii. 

of  a  chron  ^'"^^^^  ^"^°  Imitation;  or   out  of  a  firm   Perfaafion,  that  his 
^^^Y%J  N^'g^bour  HoJ^jea^  who  had  permitted  his  Subjefts  to  repair  to 
the  Pajfo'ver  .would  approve,  and  confent  to,  what  he  did  in  this 
Refpeft.     PWs  Annotations. 

f  The  Reafon,  which  the  Scripture  afligns  for  HizekiaFs  de- 

flroying  this  Brazen  Serpent,  is,  becau/e,  unto  this  Day, 

the  Children  o/'Ifrael  had  burnt  Incenfe  to  it,    2  Kings  xviii,  4. 
We  are  not  however  to  fuppofe,  that,  all  along  from  the  Days 
oi  Mofes,  this  Brazen  Serpent  was  made  an  Objeft  of  religious 
Worlhip  :  This  is  what  neither  David,  nor  Solomon,  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  his  Reign,  would  have  allow'd  of;  nor  can  we  think, 
but  that  either  Jfa  or  Jehojhaphat,  when  they  rooted  out  Idola- 
try, would  have  made  an  End  of  this,  had  they  perceiv'd,  that 
the  People,  at  that  Time,  either  paid  Worfhip,  or  burnt  Incenfe, 
to  it.     The  Commencement  of  this  Superfticion  therefore  mull 
be  of  a  later  Date,  and  fince  the  Time,  that  Ahab\  Family,  by 
being  ally'd  to  the  Crown  of  Judah  by  Marriage,  introduc'd  all 
Kinds  oi  Idolatry.     Now   one  falfe  Inducement  to  the  Worfliip 
of  this  Image  might  be  a  Miftake  of  the  Words  oi  Mofes.  For^ 
whereas  it  is  faid,  that  n.vhofoe'ver  looketh  upon  it,  Jhall  live. 
Numb,  xxi,  8.  fome  might  thence  fancy,  that,  by  its  Mediati- 
on, they  might  obtain  a  Bleffing,  and  fo  make  it  the  Objeft  of 
their  Superllicion  at  firft.     However,  we  may  imagine  that  their 
burning  Incenfe,  of  any  other  Perfumes,  before  it,  was  defign'd 
only  in  Honour  to  the  true  God,  by   whofe  Diredlion  Mofes 
made  it  ;  but  then,  in  Procefs  of  their  Superftition,  they  either 
worfhipp'd  the  God  of  Ifrael  wn^tx  that  Image,  or  (what  is  worfe) 
fubftituted  an  Heathen  God  in  his  Room,  and  worfhipp'd  the  Bra- 
zen Serpent,  as  his  Image  ;  which  they  might  more  eafily  be  in- 
duc'd   to  do,  becaufe  the  Pradlice  of  fome  neighbouring  Nati- 
ons   was  to  worfhip   their  Gods  under  the  Form  of  a  Serpent. 
Upon  this  Account  Hezekiah  wifely  chofe  rather  to  lofe  this  Me- 
morial of  God's  wonderful  Mercy  to  his  People  in  the  Wilder- 
nefs,  than  to  fuffer  it  any  longer  to  be  abus'd  to  Idolatry,  and 
therefore  he  brake  it  in  Pieces,  i.e.  as  the  Talmudifis  explain  it, 
he  ground  it  to  Powder,  and  then   fcatter'd  it  in  the  Air,  that 
there  might  not  be  the  leall;  Remains  of  it.     And  yet,  notwith- 
flanding  all  the  Care,  which  he  took  to  deflroy  it,  ^igonius,  in 
his  Hiftory  oi  Italy,  tells  us,  that,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Atnbrofe, 
in  Milan,  they  fhevv  a  Brazen  Serpent  entire,  which  they  pretend 
to   be  the  very  fame,  which  Mofes  creded   in   the  Wildernefs ; 
tho'  it  muft  be  own'd,  that,  among  their  learned  Men,  there  are 
fome,  who  acknowledge  the  Cheats  and  difclaim  it.     Le  Clerct 
Commfntary,  and  Prideaux'^  CoaneCiion,  Anno  726. 
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for  a  Monument  of  God's  miraculous  Mercy  to  the  IfraeU    A.  m. 
tUs  in  their  PafTage  through  the  Wildernefs  i  but,  becaufe  the  "^^^^'^^l^ 
preceding  Times  of  Iniquity  had  made  it  an  ObjeSl  of  idola-  ^^g',  ^c. ' 
trous  Worfhip,  Hezekiah  thought  proper  to  deftroy  it,  in      F'-om 
order  to  take  away  all  Occafion  of  the  like  Abufe  for  the  fu-  j/^j^f  ^'^i; 
tare.     Having  thus  remov'd  all  the  ObjeSfs  of  Idolatry,  he  of  2  Chron. 
took  Care,  in  the  next  Place,  to  reftore  the  Temple-Worjhip   vorv* 
to  its  antient  Splendor  and  Purity.     To  this  Purpofe  he  put  ^{"/'"'^-^f ' 
tlie  Priefts  and  Levites  in  their  Courfes,  and  appointed  every  ^empkw'r- 
one  his  proper  Miniftration.     The  Tithes  and  Firjl- Fruits^  fhip,  and 
which  idolatrous  Princes  had  detain'd,  on  Purpofe  to  bring/|^''^/^  '" 
the  Priefthood  into  Poverty,  and  thence  into  Contempt,  he 
return'd  to  the  Church  ;  and,  f  out  of  his  own  privy  Purfe^ 
(as  we  fay)  order'd  the  Expence  of  the  daily  Oblations,  as 
well  as  of  the  larger  Offerings  on  the  great  Feftivals  of  the 
Year,  to  be  defray 'd. 

Upon  thefe,  and  feveral  other  Accounts,  Hezekiah  de- 
ferv'd  the  Title  of  one  of  the  beft  of  Kings,  ||  that  ever 


reign'd 


f  After  that  D^Whad  brought  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  into  the 
Tent,  which  he  had  pitch'd  for  it,  near  his  own  Palace,  the 
Scripture  feems  to  intimate,  i  Chron.  xvi.  i .  that  he  divided  the 
Priefis  and  Le'vites  into  two  Bodies  j  one  of  which  he  left  at 
Gibeah,  to  attend  in  the  'Tabernacle,  which  Mo/es  made ;  and 
the  other  he  took  with  him  to  Jerujalem.  And,  from  this  Time 
it  is  highly  probable,  that,  out  of  his  own  Ejfate,  he  fupply'd 
whatever  was  neceffary  for  the  facred  Minillry  of  this  his  domef- 
tic  Tabernacle,  on  Mount  Bion.  When  Solomon  had  built  the 
Temple,  he  oblig'd  himfelf  to  defray  all  the  Expences,  both  or» 
dinary  and  extraordinary,  of  the  Altar,  2  Chron.  viii.  13.  And, 
in  like  Manner,  upon  the  Re-building  of  the  Temple,  at  the 
Return  from  the  Captivity,  Ezekiel  affigns  a  proper  Revenue  to 
the  King,  to  anfvver  the  Expence  of  all  Sacrifices,  hot\i  Jiated, 
and  occafional.  Chap.  xlvi.  fo  that  Hezekiah^  in  this,  did  proper- 
ly no  more,  than  what  was  incumbent  on  him  ;  tho'  feveral 
of  his  idolatrous  Predecefibrs  had  doubtlefs  withdrawn  the  Fund 
appropriated  to  that  Purpofe,  which  made  it  fo  commendable 
in  him  to  reftore  it  to  its  proper  Channel.  Cal/net's  and  Patrick'% 
Commentaries. 

II  The  Words  in  the  Text  are.  So  that,  after  him,  ivas 

none  like  him  amongfl  all  the  Kings  o/"  Judah,  nor  any  that  ivere 
before  him,  z  Kings  xviii.  5.  Now  it  is  plain,  that  the  fame 
Commendation  is  given  oi  foftah,  viz.  X.\\2lX.  like  unto  him  iK>as 
there  no  King  before  him,  nuhich  turned  to  the  Lord,  'with  all  hit 
Heartf  &c.  ngither  aftsr  him  arofe  there  any  like  him,    z  Kings 

xxiii. 
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A.  M.  relgn*d  in  Judah  ;  nor  was  God,  in  the  leaft,  wanting  to 
A*^^Ch'"f  r^^^'"'^  ^'^  ^'^^y  '"  ^  '"^^  iignal  Manner.  For,  while  5,^/- 
753J  Sff.  *  manefcr  was  engag'd  in  the  Siege  of  Samaria^  he  warr'd  a- 
FromiKings  gainft  the  Philijiines^  and  not  only  regain'd  all  the  Cities  of 
SVof'^^  7«ifl/^,  which  they  had  feiz'd  during  the  Time,  that  Pekah 
a  Chron.  and  Rexin  jointly  diftrefs'd  the  Land,  but  alfo  difpoflcfs'd 
Sy^C*^  them  of  almoft  all  their  own  Territories,  except  Ga%a^  and 
Gath. 

As  foon  as  the  Siege  of  Samaria  was  over,  Salmanefef 
fent  to  He%ekiah  to  demand  the  Tribute,  which  his  Father 
Ahaz  had  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Kings  of  AJfyria^  but  He- 
%ekiah  refus'd  to  pay  it ;  which  would  doubtkfs  have  brought 
the  AJfyrian  upon  him  with  all  his  Power,  had  he  not  been 
diverted  by  the  War  *  he  enter 'd  into  againft  Tyre^  and  dy'd 
before  he  had  put  an  End  to  it. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Sennacherib^  who,  as  foon 
as  he  was  fettled  on  the  Throne,  renew'd  the  Demand  for 
the  Tributej  and,  upon  Hezekiah^s  refufing  to  comply, 
march'd  a  great  Army  into  Judea^  in  order  to  fall  upon 
him^ 
HtsStckftefs  -J-  Not  long  before  this,  Hezekiah  Was  taken  with  a  fore 
lUnefsj.and  had  a  Meffage  from  God  by  the  Prophet  Ifaiahi 

to 

jtxiii.  25.  So  that  this  Charader  of //<rzfi/fl^  muft  relate  to 
fome  particular  Virtue,  wherein  he  ftood  diftinguifli'd  from  the 
reft  of  the  Kings  of  Judah,  and  that  was,  bis  trujiing 
in  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  (as  it  is  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Verfe)  and  not  in  the  Help  of  any  Foreign  Forces,  as  all  the 
other  Kings,  (even  the  moll  renown'd  for  their  Piety)  in  fome 
Meafure,  are  known  to  have  done.     Calmet\  Commentary. 

*  The  King  of  Tyre,  finding  the  Philijiines  brought  low  by 
the  War,  which  Hezekiah  had  lately  made  upon  them,  laid  hold 
on  the  Opportunity  to  reduce  Gath  (which  had,  fome  Time  be- 
fore, revolted  from  him)  under  his  Obedience.  Hereupon,  the 
People  oiGath,  applying  thenifelves  to  Salmanefer,  engag'd  him 
in  their  Caufe  againft  the  Syrians.  He  foon  took  feveral  of  their 
Cities,  and,  at  length,  clofely  befieg'd  their  Capital :  But,  be- 
fore he  could  carry  the  Place,  (which  held  out  for  five  Years) 
he  died,  and,  by  thac  Means,  gave  fome  Refpite  to  Hezekiah. 
Prideaux^s  Connexion,  Anno  720. 

X  In  the  Courfe  of  the  facred  Hiftory,  this  Sicknefs  of  He- 
z.ekiah\  is  plac'd  immmediately  after  the  Defeat,  and  Death,  of 
Sennacherib ;  whereas,  it  plainly  happen'd  before  that  Time, 
becaufe  in  the  Meffage,  which  God  fent  him  upon  his  Bed  of 
Sicknefs  by  the  Prophet  Ifaiahj  he  prOmifcs  to  deli'vcr  Jerufalem 

tut 
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to  fettle  his  Affairs,  and  prepare  for  Death ;  but,  upon  his    A.  M. 
great  Concern,  and  hearty  Prayer  to  God,  he  obtain'd  ano- ^^4^'  ^.^• 
ther  Meffage  from  him  by  the  fame  Prophet,  promifing  him  758,  &c'. 
a  Reprieve  iov  fifteen  Years  longer,  and  a  Deliverance  fromF'onuKings 
the  Affyrians^  who  were  then  coming  againft  him.     Both  ^'^'j  ^'°  '*'^ 
thefe  were  Events   beyond   his  Expedtation ;  and   therefore,  cin on. 
to  give  him  a  full  Afl'urance  of  Faith,  God,  at  his  Requeft,  \,y>r\J 
made  the  Sun  go  backward  ten  Degrees  upon  the  Sun-Dial, 
that  Jhaz  had  ere6led;  and  when  (by  the  Prophet's  Direc- 
tions) a  Plaifter  of  Figs  was  apply'd  to  his  Ulcer,  he   reco- 
ver'd  in  the  Space  of  three  Days,  and  went  up  to  the  Tem- 
ple to  return  God  Thanks  for  fo  wonderful  a  Deliverance. 

Upon  Hezekiah's  Recovery,  Merodach-baladan,  King  oi Alliance 
Babylon,  fent  Embaffadors  f  to  congratulate  him,  and,  at'"'^'^  f^' 
the  fame  Time,  to  enter  into  an  Alliance  with  him  againft  ^'j"^"-^^*' 
Sennacherib,  whofe  growing  Power  the  Babylonians,  as  well 
as  the  Jews,  had  Reafon  to  fear :  And  Hezekiah  was  fo  taken 
with  the  Honour  done  him  upon  this  Occafion,  that,  out  of 
the  Vanity  and  Pride  of  his  Heart,  he  fhew'd  the  Embaffa- 
dors 

nut  of  the  Hands  of  the  King  of  Afty ria,  2  Kings  XX.  6.     The 

Truth  of  the  Matter  is, —Hezekiah  reign'd,  in  all,  nine 

and  twenty  Years,  2  Kings  xviii.  2.  He  had  already  reign'd 
fourteen  Years,  when  Sennacherib  invaded  him,  2  Kings  xviii.  13. 
and  after  his  Sicknefs,  he  continu'd  to  reign  fifteen  Tears,  i 
Kings.  XX.  6.  fo  that  his  Sicknefs  muft  have  happcn'd  in  the  very 
fame  Year,  that  the  King  of  Afjyria  invaded  his  Kingdom ; 
but  the  facred  Penman  deferr'd  the  Account  he  was  to  give  of 
that,  until  he  had  finifh'd  the  Hiftory  of  Sennacherib,  which  he 
was  willing  tO  give  the  Reader  at  one  Vienu;  and  this  is  the  true 
Reafon  of  the  Mifiocation.     Calmet\  Commentary. 

f  The  Conquefts,  which  the  Affyrians  were  every  where 
making,  could  not  fail  of  giving  Umbrage  to  the  neighbouring 
Powers  to  confederate  againft  them  ;  and  therefore,  we  may 
well  fuppofe,  that,  befides  the  Bufinefs  of  congratulating  Heze- 
kiah's  Recovery,  the  Purpofe  of  this  Embaffy  was  to  enter  into 
an  Alliance  with  him  againft  Sennacherib,  whofe  growing  Power 
the  Babylonians  had  Reafon  to  fear,  as  well  as  the  Jcvjs ;  and 
(as  the  Author  of  the  Chronicles  expreffes  it)  to  enquire  into  the 
Wonder,  that  nxjas  done  in  the  Land,  2  Chron.  xxxii.  31.  i.  e.  to 
enquire  about  the  IVIiracle  of  the  Suns  Rttrogradation,  which 
could  not  fail  of  being  a  Matter  of  great  Curicfity  to  the  Chal- 
deans, who,  above  all  other  Nations,  were  at  that  Time  given 
to  the  Study  of  Ajironomy.  Calmet\  Commentary,  and  Pri- 
deaux\  Connexion,  Anno  7 1 3. 
Vol.  IV»  R 
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A.  M.     dors  all  the  Wealth  f  and  Strength  of  his  Kingdom ;  for 

3*46,  fi?f.   virhich  the  Prophet  I  fat  ah  was  fcnt  to  reprove  him,  and  to 

758   &c'.  let  him  know,  that  a  Day  would  come,  when  all  the  Stores, 

^  From      he  made  fuch  Oftentation  of,  fhould  be  carry'd  into  Babylon  j 

i^Kmgs  viii.  y^^hich  Admonition  11  he  receiv'd  in  a  very  decent  and  hum- 
to  the  End    .  ,     ,  ,  •' 

«f  a  chron.  ble  Manner. 

s^rr\J  SENNA- 

f  The  Things  which  Hezekiah  fhevv'd  to  the  Babylonian  Em- 
bafladors,  were  the  Riches  of  his  Houfe,  his  Treafures,  his  Ar- 
mory, and  all  his  Stores,  and  Strength  for  War  j  and  the  Rea- 
fon  for  his  doing  this,  was  doubtlefs   to  made   the  Babylonians 
put  the  greater  Value  upon  his  Friendfhip  :  But  herein  he  of- 
fended God,  that  he  not  only  laid  a  Bait  before  thefe  Foreigners 
to  encourage  them  to  invade  his  Country,  but  feem'd  to  place 
more  Confidence  in  this  new  Alliance  with  them,  than  in  the 
Power  of  the  Almighty,  whofe  Favour  and  Proteftion  he  had  fo 
long  experienc'd.     The  Author  of  the  Chronicles  tells  us,  that, 
in  the  Bujinefs   of  the   Ejnbajfadors    of  the  Princes    of  Babylon, 
nvho  fent  unto  him  to  enquire  of  the  Wonder y  that  ijoas  done  in  the 
Land,  God  left  him  to  try  him,  that  he  might  knoiv  all  that  ivas 
in  his  Heart,  2  Chron.  xxxii.  31.     And  from  hence  fome  have 
inferr'd,  that  Hexekiah's  great  Offence  lay,  not  fo  much  in  the 
Oftentation  of  his  military  Stores,  and  Treafures,  as  in  his  not 
giving  fufHcient  Glory   to  God  for  fo  fignal  a  Miracle,  and  his 
Recovery  enfuant  thereupon,  and   in  his  not  reprefenting   this 
Matter  to  thefe  idolatrous  EmbafTadors,  in  fuch  powerful  and 
convincing  Terms,  as   might  have  drawn  them   over  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  true  God,  which  was   the  proper   Improve- 
ment, he  fhould  have  made  of  this  Divine  Vouchfafement  to 
him.     Le  Clerc''s  Commentary. 

Ij  The  Words   in   the  Text  are,  ■  Then  /aid  Heze- 

kiah unto  Ifaiah,  Good  is  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  -which  thou  hafi 
fpoken.  And  he  faid.  Is  it  not  good,  if  Peace  and  Truth  he  in  my 
Days  ?  2  Kings  xx.  19.  The  Prophet  had  told  him,  that  the 
very  People,  whom  he  had  been  fo  highly  complimenting, 
would  carry  his  Poflerity  into  Captivity  ;  and  to  return  him  fuch 
an  Anfwer  as  this,  fhews  not  all  the  Concern,  which  a  good 
Prince  ought  to  have  for  his  People  and  Pofterity.  It  fhews 
indeed,  as  if  he  car'd  not  what  become  of  them,  fo  long  as  he 
was  permitted  to  live  eafy  and  happy.  The  Words  in  the  Ori- 
ginal are  to  this  Effed,  That,  iiohich  thou  haft  told  me  from  God, 
is  good:  I  willingly  fubmit  to  it :  But  Jhall  Peace  and  Truth, 
^  1.   e.  folid  and  lafting   Peace,  continue  for  ?ny  Time  ?    "  May  I 

*'  flatter  myfelf  with  fo  much  Happinefs  ?  And  will  God  be  fo 
*'  gracious,  as  not  to  revoke  the  Grant,  which  he  hath  made  me 
"  of  a  longer  Continuance  here  ?  He  is  juft,  no  doubt,  in  every 
•*  Thing  he  fends  upon  usj  but  do  thefe  Threats  relate  to.  me, 
^  «  or 
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S  E  N  N  A  C  H  E  R  I B,  m  the  mean  Time,  advanc'd     A.  M. 
•with  a   mighty  Army   againft  the   fenc'd  Cides    of  J.udah,  J;,.f 'cf,[^ 
and,  having  taken  feveral  of  them,  he  came  at  length,  and '758,  ^fr. 
fat  down  before  LachiJ}],  and  threaten'd,  after  he  had  taken      P'O"* . . 
That,  to  befiege  even    Jerufalem    itfelf.     Hereupon  He%t-  \^l^f,^2' 
kiah,  taking  Advice  of  his  Princes   and    chief  Counfellors^  of  1  Chion. 
made  all  Manner  of  Preparations    for  a   vigorous  Defence.    /"VNJ 
He   repair'd    the  IVal/s,  and  fortify'd   them   with   TozversJ/^^'' '^"'^  .^^ 
He  provided  Darts  and  Shields  in  great  Abundance,  and  all^//j^y„„  'of 
other  Jrms^  and  Artillery^  that  might   be  ufeful,  either    to  Affyria. 
defend  the  Place,  or  annoy  the  Enemy.     He    had   the  Peo- 
ple enrolled  that  were   fit   for  War,  and  piac'd   over  .them 
good  Officers,  both  to  infl:ru6l  them  in  all  military  Exercife, 
and  to  head  and  conduct  them,  when  they  were  to  make 
their  Sallies.     He  ftopp'd  up  the  Fountains  *  for   a   good 
Compafs  round,  and  the  Brook  f,  that  pafs'd  by  the  Walls  of 

R  2  the 

*•  or  my  Pofterity  only  ?  Well  were  it  for  me,  if  he  would  fuf- 
*'  pend  the  Execution  of  his  Wrath,  for  the  little  Time,  that  I 
*'  have  to  live."  This  is  the  natural  Senfe  of  HezekiaFs  An- 
fwer,  and  accordingly,  Jofephus  makes  him  fay,  that  tho"  I  am. 
much  affiiSied  at  the  Thoughts  of  the  Mfery ,  that  njvill  hefal  my 
family  %  yet  fine  e  it  is  God's  Pleafure,  that  it  Jhoidd  be  fo^  I  hanjs 
no  more  to  beg  of  Hea^ven,  than  that  I  may  etijoy  the  fmall  Re~ 
mainder  of  my  miferable  Life  in  Peace.  Jevvifh  Antiq.  lib.  x.  Ci 
3,  and  Calmet\  Commentary. 

*  It  is  an  old  Stratagem  in  War,  to  diftrefs  an  Enemy  by  the 
Want  of  Water  J  but  this  is  what  the  Befiegers  do  generally 
praftife   againft  the  Befieged.     In  this  Manner  it  was  Holofemes  1 

intended  to  diftrefs  Bethulia,  Judith  vii  and  of  Scmiramis,  Cy- 
rusi  and  Alexander  it  is  reported,  that  they  all  took  Babylon  by 
diverting  the  Current  of  the  Euphrates.  But  Hezekiah  hers 
takes  another  Method.  He  is  for  preventing  the  AJTyrians  from 
carrying  on  the  Siege  of  Jerufalem  by  interceptir.g  the  JVater^ 
i.  e.  by  filling  up  the  Fountain-heads  with  Earth,  that  the  Ene- 
my might  not  perceive  where  any  Water  was ;  and  fo  carrying 
their  Streams  through  Pipes  2SiAfubterraneous  Channels^  into  the 
City,  there  to  be  received  in  Bofons  and  large  Pools,  for  the  Be- 
nefit of  the  Befieged:  And  this  he  might  do  with  more  Facility 
to  himfelf  and  Prejudice  to  the  Enemy,  becaufe  (except  the 
Springs,  and  Brooks,  that  were  juft  contiguous  to  the  City)  the 
whole  Country,  (according  to  Strabo,  lib.  xvi.)  for  the  Space  of 
iixty  Furlongs  round  about,  was  all  barren  and  waterlefs.  Le 
Clerc's  Commentary. 

f  This  muft  be  the  Brook  Kidr::^,  which  ran  in  a  Valley  of 
ihat  Name,  between  the  City  and  the  Mount  0/  Qiives,  when 
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A.  M.    the  City,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  Enemy  for  Want  of  Wa- 
3446,  Gff.  jgj. .  2pj^  J.Q  ftrenglhen  himfelf  the  more  againft  them,  he 
758,  &c. '  enter'd   into  an  Alliance,  offenfive  and   defenfive,  with   the 
From      King  of  Egypt.     But  this  Alliance  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  high- 
'SEnl''  'y  blam'd,  as  it  imply 'd  a  Diffidence  of  the  Almighty  s  Pow- 
of  2  Cluon.  er  to  help  him,  and  would    redound  to   his   own  Shame, 
^,/^V">w  and    Reproach,  and    Confufion  at  laft,  which  accordingly 
came  to  pafs.     For,  while  Sennacherib  was  befieging  Lachifl}., 
Hezekiahy  obferving   that  this  new   Ally  of  his    made    no 
Hafte  to  come  to  his  Affiflance,  and  being  fadly    fenfible, 
that,  of  himfelf,  he  was  not  fufficient  to  refift  fo  powerful 
an  Advcrfary  as  the  King  of  JJfyria^  fent  Embafladors   to 
him,  defiring  him  to  retire  out  of  his  Dominions,  and  pro- 
mifing  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Conditions,  as  he  fhould  be  pleas'd 
to  impofe  upon  him. 

The  Demand,  which  Sennacherib  made,  was  the  Pay- 
ment of  three  hundred  Talents  f  of  Silver,  and  thirty  Ta- 
lents of  Gold ;  which  Hezekiah  was  not  able  to  raife,  with- 
out exhaufting  all  his  Treafures,  and  ftripping  the  very 
Doors  of  the  Temple  of  the  Gold -Plates,  wherewith  they 
were  overlaid.  This  diverted  the  King  of  AJfyria  for  fome 
Time,  fo  that,  leaving  Judea^  he  turn'd  his  Arms  againft 
Egypt  *;  but,  after  a  Series  of  different   SuccefTes,  he  re- 

turn'd 

it  had  any  Water  in  it;  for,  except  in  the  Cafe  of  great  Rains, 
or  the  Snow's  diflblving  from  the  Mountains,  it  was  generally 
dry.  However,  if  it  had  any  Fountain  head,  by  flopping  up 
that,  and  diverting  its  Current  by  Conveyances  under  Ground, 
«  Hezekiah  might,  in  like  Manner,  make  it  of  no  Ufe  to  the  Be- 

fiegers.     Patrick''^  and  Cahnet\  Commentaries. 

-f-  The  Hebrew  Talent,  according  to  Scripture,  (Exod.  xxv. 
39.)  contains  three  hundred  Shekels,  and  every  Shekel  anfvver- 
ing  to  the  Value  of  three  ShillingSy  thefe  three  hundred  Talents 
of  Sil'ver  mull  contain,  of  our  Money,  thirteen  Thoufand  five 
hundred  Pounds;  and  the  thirty  Talents  of  Gold,  one  hundred 
and  fixty  four  Thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty ;  io  that  the 
whole  Sam,  here  paid  hy Hezekiah,  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  feventy  feven  Thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  of 
oar  Money.     Prideauxh  Connection,  Anno  713. 

*  What  might  poflibly  be  the  Occafion  of  a  War  between 
two  Kingdoms  fo  widely  dlftant  as  Affyria  and  Egypt  were,  'tis 
difficult  to  know.     We  have  no  where  iny  Information  from 

Hiftory,  and  are  left  therefore  to  conjedture, That,  after 

Salmamzer  had  taken  away  the  ten  Tribes,  and  fent  Colonies 
in  their  Room,  the  Tribe  of  Sifmon,  which  lay  neareil:  to 
Egypt,  becoming  Part  of  his  Dominions,  as  well  as  the  reft,  the 

Egyptians 
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turn'd    again,  and   invefted   Lachifi)^  and  thence  (contrary     A.  M. 
to  all  Faith,  and  the  Agreement  fubfifting  between  him  ai^d  '^^^^'^f'n. 
the  Kings  of  Judah)  fent  three    of  his  principal  Officers,    ^'^s^  ^[^' 
with  a  good  Detachment  of  Forces,  to  demand  the  Surren-      I'^^m 
der  of  >././.;..  ;/^i:fJ- 

t    RJBSHAKEH    (for   that   was   the  Name  of  2  chron. 
of    the   Perfon,    who   deliver'd    the    Demand    from     the  WX^ 

R  -2  Kino-  ^^'i-o  f-"'^' 

•^  <=  Hezekiah 

info!:iit 

Egyptians  might  take  the  Advantage  of  the  JJfyrians  great  Dif-  ^''''dJfZ"> 
tance,  and  make  feme  Encroachments  upon  it.     That  Sennache-  i'^„p.,h  mira. 
rib,  when  he  was  come  as  far  as  Judea,  might  take  that  Oppor-  cukujly  de- 
tunity  to  proceeed  with  his  Arms  into  Egypt,  in  order  to  be  re-/"^f"^>  ^'"^ 
veng'd  of  Senjcchus,  the  Son  of  Sabacon,  or  So,   (whom  HcroJo-J^^'"  ^    '* 
tus  calls  Sethon)  who  was,  at   this  Time,  King  of  Egypt,  and 
the  chief  Pontiff  likewife  of  the  God  VuIcpm  V  And,  as  he  was 
a  weak  Prince,  the  King  of  Affyria  gain'd  many  Advantages 
over  him  ;  but,  fetting   down  at  length  before  Pclufiian,  when 
he  had  brought  his  Platforms  (as  Jofephus  tells  us)   within  a  lit-- 
tle  of  the  Top  of  the  Walls,  and  was  upon  the  very  Point  of 
giving  the    Affault,  News  was   brought   him,  that    Tirhakah^ 
King  of  Ethiopia,  was  upon  his  March,  with  a  great  Enforce- 
ment, to  affift  the  Egyptians  ;  whereupon  he  immediately  rais'd 
the  Siege,  and  drew  off  his  Army,  which  gave  Occafion  to  the 
fabulous  Account  in  Herodotus,  viz.    "  That  upon  the   King's 
"  Prayer  to   his  God  Vulcan,  there  came,  in  one   Night,  fuch 
*'  Troops   of  Rats  into  the  Camp  of  the  Affyrians,  that  they 
*•  gnaw'd  all  their  Bow- ftrrngs  to  Pieces,  and  fo,  in  EfFeft,  dif- 
**  arm'd  the  whole  Camp  of  the  Befugers,  and  made  them  draw 
"  off  from  the  Town,  with  fo  much  Precipitation,"     he  Cicrc'% 
Commentary  on  2  Kings  xxiii.  29.  and  Jewifh  Antiq.  lib,   x. 

CI. 

-f  Tartan,  Rabfaris,  and  Rabjhakeh  are  not  the  proper  Names 
of  thefe  Men,  but  rather  denote  their  Employments  and  Offices. 
Tartan  fignifies  the  Prefident  of  the  Cuftoms ;  Rabfaris,  the 
chief  Eunuch  ;  and  Rabjhakeh,  the  principal  Cup-bearer  ;  and 
becaufe  he  fpake  Hebreiv  with  fome  Fluency,  the  Rabbins  are 
generally  of  Opinion,  that  he  was  either  an  Apojlate  'Jt'w,  or 
one  of  the  Captivity  of  Ifrael.  'Tis  certain,  that  he  was  a  ve- 
ry eloquent  Man,  and  his  Speech  very  excellently  well  calcula- 
ted to  raife  Sedition,  or  Defeftion  among  the  Bejiegcd ;  but  that 
a  Perfon  of  his  Education  fhould  be  vers'd  in  the  Pha;mcian, 
which  is,  in  a  Manner,  the  fame  with  the  Hebre-iKi,  Language,  is  no ' 
Wonder  at  all.  Moreover,  had  he  been  a  yfw,^(tho'  an  ApO' 
_/?«/f)helhould  have  known  better,  one  would  think,  than  to  have 
upbraided  Hezekiah  with  afting  according  to  the  Law,  under 
which  he  liv'd,   in  deftroying  the  Groves  and  Altars  of  Idols, 

and 


262  the  Hipry  of  the  BIBLE,        Book  VI. 

A,  M.     King  of  Ajfyria)  fpake  in  the  Hebrew  Tongue,  and   in   a 

3346,  ^c-  very  infolcnt  and  imperious  Manner,  to  the  three  Miniflers 

tiS   &cl     if  State,  whom   Hczekiah  fent   to  pat'ly  with  him,  telling 

From      them,  "  That  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  truft  in  their  God 

1  Kings  viii.  <c  for  Help,  becaufe  his  Mailer's  Arms   had  been  all  along 

of  2  Chron.  "  ^^  vidlorious,  that  the  Gods  of  other  Nations  could  not 

\,j'^'y^\j  *'  refxft  their  Courfe  ;  and   much   more   vain  would  it  be, 

*'  to  depend  on  the  King  of  Egypt  for  Afliftance,  who  was 

*'  hardly  able  to  fupport  his  own  Dominions,  and  would 

*'  certainly   *   fail  them,  when  they   looked    for    his  Aid, 

*'  Their  wifeft  Way  therefore  would  be,  to  furrender  the 

*'  Town  to  his  Mafter,  the  great  King  of  Ajfyria,  at  Dif- 

**  cretion  ;  for  if  they  pretended  to  fland  a  Siege,  fand  this 

*'  he  fpake  with  a  louder  Voice  than  ordinary,  in  the  Audi- 

*'  ence  of  the  People,  that  were   upon  the  Wall,  and  in 

*'  Hopes  of  creating  a  Revolt  among  them)  his  Mafler  would 

*'  difl:refs  them  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  they  fhould  be  com- 

<'  pelled  to  eat  their  own  Excrements ^  and  drink  their  own 

«  Pifr 

When  Hezekiah  heard  the  blafphemous  Meffage,  which 
Rabfjakeh  had  delivered  to  his  Minifters,  he  rent  his  Cloaths, 
put  on  Sack-Cloth,  went  to  the  Temple  to  addrefs  himfelf 
to  God,  and  fent  an  Account  thereof  to  his  Prophet  Ifai- 
ah.  But  Ifaiah's  Anfwer  was,  not  to  fear  the  Menaces  of 
the  proud  Affyrian ;  for  that  God  would  foon  find  out  a 
Method  to  make  him  depart  his  Country  ;  which  according- 
ly came  to  pafs.  For  News  being  brought  him,  that  Tir~ 
hakah.  King  of  Ethiopia,  (or  of  the  Cuthites  rather  in  Ara- 
bia) had  invaded  fome  Part  of  his  Dominionsj  he  immedi- 
ately 

^nd  in  requiring  his  Subjefts  to  worfhip  God  in  Jerufalem  only, 
2  Khigs  xviii.  22.     Le  Clerc''s  Commentary. 

*  The  Words  in  the  Text  are, Nonv  behold  thou 

trufleft  upon  .  the  Staff  of  this  bruifed  Reed,  enjen  upon  Egypt,  z 
Kings  xviii.  21.  The  Comparifon  is  excellent,  to  denote  an 
Ally,  that  is  not  only  weak  and  unable  to  help,  but  dangerous 
likevvife  to  thofe,  that  rely  upon  him  for  Succour  ;  and  his  re- 
prefcnting  the  Power  of  Egypt  to  be  as  brittle  as  the  Canes,  or 
Reeds,  that  grow  on  the  Banks  of  the  Nile,  (for  it  is  to  this,  no 
cloubt,  that  the  Affyrian  Orator  alludes)  is  a  great  Beauty  in  the 
Similitade.  This  however  mull  be  allow'd,  that  what  he  here 
fpeaks,  in  Contempt  of  the  Egyptian  Strength,  has  more  of 
OJlentation  in  it,  than  Truth  ;  becaufe  the  Affyrian  Army,  ha- 
ving lately  made  an  Attempt  to  fubdue  that  Kingdom,  was  now 
return'd  into  Judea  with  Difgrace.  Patrick's,  Le  C/ere's,  and 
Calmet'i  Commentaries . 


Chap.  IV.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  l^c,     26r 
ately  rais'd  the  Siege  of  L'thnah  f,  ('where  he  then  was)  and      A.  M. 
march'd  againft  the  Enemy  :  However,  before  he  rais'd  the  ^^^s,  (Sc 
Siege,  he  lent  a  fecond  Summons  to   Hezeklah,  as  infolent,  ^^l'^  ^^f^ 
and  blafphemous,  as  the  former.     This  was  deliver'd  in  a      From" 
Letter  j  and  Hezekiah  had  no  fooner  read  it,  but  he  went  ^  ^'"s^  v"'' 
into  the  Temple,  fpread  it  before  the  Lord,  and  implor'd  %  I  cJrot. 
of  him  a  Deliverance  from  this  outrageous  Enemy  ;  which  f.^^'Y'sJ 
Ifaiah  aflur'd  him   he  Ihould  have,  becaufe   that  the  Lord 
had  taken  the  City  of  Jerufakm  under  his  Prote£lion,  and 
would   not  therefore  fufFer  the  King  of  Affyria  *  (notwith- 
ftanding  all  his  vain  Boaftings)  to  come  near  it. 

R  4  In 

\  Libnah  was  not  far  from  Lachijh,  both  fituated  on  the 
Mountains  of  Judea  ;  and  "'tis  probable,  that  Sennacherib,  not 
finding  himfelf  able  to  carry  the  latter,  had  remov'd  the  Siege 
to  Libnah,  which  was  a  Place  not  fo  well  fortify 'd  in  his  Opini- 
on, and  yet  fo  fituated,  that,  by  keeping  a  good  Guard  in  the 
Chops  of  the  Mountains,  he  might  carry  on  the  Siege,  without 
any  Fear  oiTirhakaFs  coming  upon  him.  Le  C/erc''s  Commentary. 
*  The  Prophet,  in  his  Anfwer  to  Hezekiah,  has  given  us  an 
admirable  Defcription  of  the  ridiculous  Vanity,  and  Oftentation, 
of  a  King  puffed  up  with  great  Succcfs.  By  thy  Mejfengers  thou, 
haji  reproached  the  Lord,  and  haji  faid,  ■— -—With  the  Mul- 
titude of  my  Chariots  1  am  come  up  to  the  Height  of  the  Mountains^ 
and  the  Sides  of  Lebanon  ;  •  and  I  fwill  enter  into  the 
Lodgings  of  his  Borders,  and  enter  into  the  Foreji  of  his  Carmel. 
/  hwue  digged,  and  drank  Jlrange  Waters,  and,  nvith  the  Soles  of 
my  Feet,  ha^ve  I  dried  up  all  the  Rivers  of  be fieged  Places,  2. 
Kings  xix.  23,  l^c.  as  if  he  had  faid,  "  What  can  refill  the 
"  Force  of  my  viftorious  Arms  ?  Or,  where  is  the  Place,  that 
"  is  unacceffible  to  the  Strength  and  Aflivity  of  thefe  Troops  ? 
*'  I  have  fcaled  the  Top  of  the  higheft  Mountains  with  my 
*'  heavy  Chariots  of  War.  I  have  afcended  even  Lebanon  itfelf, 
*•  and,  through  the  moft  difficult  Paflages,  have  open'd  and 

*'  plain'd  myfelf  a  Way. Who  then  fhall  hinder  me  from 

**  taking  up  my  Quarters  in  what  Part  oi  Judea  I  pleafe,  from 
**  either  climbing  up  to  the  Top  of  Carmel,  or  from  coming 
*•  down  into  ih^  fruitful  FaLs,  by  making  an  entire  Conqueft  of 
"  the  Country  ?  At  my  Call  Fountains,  even  in  the  drieft 
"  Places,  arife  ;  at  my  Beck,  the  Hills  fubfide,  the  Rocks 
*'  divide,  and  make  me  a  Way ;  and,  at  my  Approach,  the 
*'  deepeft  Rivers  and  Ditches  run  dry  ;  fo  that  Refiftance  is 
"  unavailable,  and  Viftory  muft  attend  my  Standard  wherever  I 
"  go,  or  whatever  Enterprize  I  take  in  Hand." 

Subfidere  noftris 

Sub  pedibus  montes,  arefcere  vidimus  amnes. 

Claud,  de  Bella  Gallics. 
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A.  M.  In  the  mean  Time,  the  King  of  JJfyria,  having  engagM 

3246>  ©"f.    the   Ethiopian  Army,  and  given  them  a  great  Overthrow, 

^"g'S!'^'   ^2S  '"  ^"'^  ^^""^'^  *°  Jerufahn,  flulh'd  with  this  frefti  Vic- 

From  I  Kin.  tory,  and  refolv'd   to  deltroy  the  Place,  and  every  Soul  in 

viii.  tothe    it;  when,  the  very  Night  after  that  the   Prophet  had  given 

z^'chron      ^^^  Kir\g  of  Judah  this  Afllirancc,  an  Jngel  f  cf  the  Lord 

vy^'^s^  came  down  into  the  Camp  of  the  AJfyrians^  and  fmote  no 

lefs,  than  a  hundred  fourfcore  and  five  Thoufand  Men  :    So 

that,  terrify 'd  with  this  Slaughter,  Sennacherib   made  hafte 

into  his  own  Country,  and  took   up  his  Refidence  at  Nine- 

•vfh ;  where  he  ha.    not  been  long,  before  *  his  two  eldeft 

Sons. 

f  The  antlent  ycnvs  (as  well  as  Perjiafis,  and  Jrahians)  were, 
of  opinior),  that  there  is  an  Angel  cf  Death,  or  an  exterminating 
Angel,  to  vvhom  God  has  given  Commiflion  to  take  away  the 
Lives,  either  of  Jingle  Perlons,  or  of  Multitudes  of  People  at 
once,  wherein  the  Almighty  gives  the  Older,  but  leaves  the  Me- 
thod of  doing  it  to  the  Difcretion  of  the  Angel  ;  fo  that,  in  which 
Way  foever  the  Inflidion  is  made,  it  is  always  faid  to  be  done 
by  the  Angel  of  God.  The  modern  Jeii-s  are  much  of  the 
fame  Opinion  ;  For  they  maintain,  that  this  Angel  of  Death 
flands  at  every  dying  Man's  Bed's  head,  with  a  naked  Sword  in 
his  Hand,  at  the  Extremity  of  which  there  hang  three  Drops  of 
Gall,  and  that  the  fick  Perfon,  feeing  this  Angel,  in  a  great 
Fright  opens  his  Mouth,  whereupon  he  immediately  drops  into 
it  thefe  three  fatal  Drops  j  thtjirji  of  which  occafions  his  Death  ; 
the  fecond  mzk^s  him  pale  and  livid  -,  and  the  /^/>v/ reduces  him 
to  the  Dud  in  the  Grave,  with  fome  other  Notions  of  the  like 
Nature.  Now,  fince  the  Scripture  has  no  where  faid  exprefsly, 
jn  what  Manner  this  AJfyrian  Array  was  (Seftroy'd,  fome  have 
thought,  that  it  was  by  a  Plague ;  others,  by  Thunder  and 
Lightning  ;  Others,  by  Tire  from  Hea'uen  j  others,  by  a  fcorch- 
iiig  Wind ;  otheis,  by  their  falling  foul  upon  one  another  in  the 
Obfcurity  of  the  Night ;  but,  which  Way  foever  it  was  effefted, 
according  to  the  Hebre'vo  Idiom  there  is  no  Impropriety  in  faying, 
that  was  done  by  a  defraying  Angel,  which  is  a  comprehenfive 
Phrafe,  that  reconciler,  all  the  Scripture  Paffages,  wherein  this 
terrible  Defeat  is  mention'd,  and  all  the  Sentiments  of  Commen- 
tators concerning  it.  Calmet^s  DifTcrt.  fur  la  Defaite  de  PAr- 
mee  de  Sennacherib. 

*  When  Sennacherib  was  got  home,  after  the  Lofs  of  fo 
great  an  Army,  he  demanded  of  fome  about  him.  What  the 
Reafon  might  be,  that  the  irrefiltible  God  of  Heaven 
fo  favoured  the  Jeijoifh  Nation  ?  To  which  he  was  anfwer'd. 
That  Abraha?n,  from  whom  they  were  defcended,  by  facrificing 
his  only  Son  to  him,  had  purchas'd  hisProteftion  to  his  Proge- 
ny i 
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Son,    Adrammelech  and    Sharezer  confpir'd    againft    him,     A.  m. 
and,  as    he   was  worfhipping  at  the  7'emple  01  Nifroch  *,  "^^^^'^'r 
his  God,  fell  upon  him  and  flew  him  ;  and  afterwards,  ma-'^jg'  ^^^^' 
king  their  Efcape  into  Armenia^  gave  Room  for  Efarhaddon jFromiKinzi 
their  younger  Brother,  to  fucceed  in  the  Throne.  ^'''-  ^°  the 

After    this  fignal  Defeat  of  the  AJfyrlan  Army,    H^-qI    °^ ^ 
%ekiah  liv'd,  the  Remainder  of  his  Days,  in  Peace  and  Tran-  .^^^v"^ 
quillity,  being  both  honour'd  and  rever'd  by   all  neighbour-  While  Heze- 
ing  Nations,  who,  by  this,   and   feveral  more  Inftances  per-  •''^h  ^(''". 
ceiv'd,  that  he  was  under  the  immediate  Protedion  of  God,  ^"^^''^'"^'' 
and  were  therefore  afraid  to  give  him  any  Moleftation.     So 
that  being  at  Reft  from  Wars,  he  apply'd  his  Thoughts  to 
the  good  Government  of  his  People,   and  the  Improvement 
of  the  City  of  Jerufalem,  by  ereding  Magazines,  and  filling 
them  with  Arms,  and  by  making  a  new  JqueduSf^  which  was 
of  great  Convenience  to  the  Inhabitants  for  the  fupplying 
them  with  Water.     At  length,  after  a  Courfe  of  great  and 
worthy  A6tions,   he  dy'd,  in  the  twenty-ninth  Year  of  his 
Reign,   and  was  bury'd,    with  great  Solemnity,  f  in  the 

moft 

ny  ;  whereupon  the  King  reply 'd.  If  that  nuiU  ^join  him,  I  tvill 
/fare  him  t^'o  of  mine  to  gain  him  to  my  Side  :  which,  when  his 
two  Sons,  Sharezer  and  Adrammelech  heard,  they  refolv'd  to 
prevent  their  own  Death  by  facrificing  him.  But  for  all  this 
Fiftion  there  is  no  other  Foundation,  but  that  fcarce  any  Thing 
elfe  can  be  thought  oi,  that  can  afford  any  Excufe  for  fo  wick- 
ed a  Parricide.     Prideaux\  Connexion,  Anno  709. 

*  Some  take  this  God  to  be  the  Figure  of  Noah's  Ark  \  others  of 
a  Do'-ce,  which  was  worfhipp'd  among  the  Affyrians ;  and  others, 
of  an  Eagle.  The  Hebrenju  oiTobit,  publifh'd  by  Munjler,  calls 
it  Dagon  J  but  Sclden  acknowledges,  that,  in  all  his  Reading, 
he  never  met  with  any  Thing  that  could  help  him  to  explain  it. 
Jurieu  however  feems  to  be  more  lucky  in  his  Enquiries ;  for, 
by  feveral  Arguments,  he  has  made  it  appear,  that  this  Idol  was 
Jupiter  Belus,  the  Founder  of  the  Babylonijh  Empire,  who  was 
worfhipp'd  under  the  Form  of  an  Eagle-,  and  therefore,  he  ob- 
ferves  farther,  that,  as  this  Belus  in  profane  Hiftory  was  the  fame 
with  the  Nimrod  of  Mofes,  between  Nimrod  and  Nifroch  the  Dif- 
fimilitudeis  not  great,  nor  is  it  improbable,  that,  to  perpetuate 
his  Honour,  his  Votaries  might  change  the  Name  of  Nimrod^ 
which  fignifie^  a  Rebel,  into  that  of  Nifroch,vj\\\z\\  denotes  ayoung 
Eagle.  Patrick^  Commentary,  and  Jurieu  Hilloire  des  Do.gmes, 
i^c.  Part.  iv.    c.  1 1. 

f  In  the  innermoft  and  chiefeft  of  the  Rooms  of  the  Royal 
$epul(kr$i  of  the  Houle  of  David,   was  the  Body  of  Hezekiah 

placed 
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A.  M,     moft  honourable  Place  of  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Sons  of 

An/'chrf    ^^'^''^-     Happy  in  every  Thing  elfe,    except   in  being  fuc- 

738,  &c. '  ceeded  by  a  Son,    whole  Name  was  Manajfeh^   and  who. 

From      in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign  more  efpecially,    prov'd  the 

«f  V  ciKon.      M  A  N  ASS  E  H^N^is  hut  z.  Minor  of  twelve  Years  old, 

..^-'V  •    when  he  fucceeded  to  the  Crown  j  and,  as  he  had  the  Mis- 

Manafleh's   fortune  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  fuch  Guardians  and  Chief 

fVickcdnefi,  Minifters,  as  were  ill-afFe6ted   to  his  Father's  Reformation^ 

tn  the  Joegir-   j'^,,.,^-,  .  -ii  ■        ^ 

fling  of  his   they  took  all  the  Care   imaginable  to  breed  him  up  m  the 
^eign.         flrongeft  Averfion  to  it,  and  to  corrupt  his  Mind  with  the 
worft  of  Principles,    both  as  to  Religion^  and  Government. 
For  he  not  only  worfhipp'd   Idols,   reftor'd  High-Places, 
and  erected  Altars   unto  Baal;  but,  in  the  Room  of  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant^   fet  up  an  Idol,  even  in  the  Saniiuary 
itfelf,  made  his  Children  pafs  through   the  Fire  to  Moloch, 
pradis'd  Witchcrafts    and   Enchantments,     and   confulted 
Soothfayers^  and  fuch  Perfons,  as  dealt  with  Familiar  Spirits. 
Nor  was  he  content  to  prailife  thefe  Abominations  him- 
felf,  but,  being  naturally  of  a  cruel  Temper,  he  rais'd  bitter 
Perfecutions  againft  thofe,  who  would  not  conform.     The 
Prophets  *,  v/ho  were  fent  to  reprove  him,  he  treated  with 
the  utmoft  Contempt  and  Outrage,   and  filled,  inlhort,  all 
the  Land  with  innocent  Blood,  which  he  fhed  in  carrying  on 
his  deteftable  Purpofes ;  but   it  was  not  long  before  the  Di- 
vine Vengeance  overtook  him. 
"'t^Z''"'      ES^RHADDON,   being  fettled  in  the  Kingdom 
%hgof  Ba-  of  Babylon,    began  to  fet  his  Thoughts  on  the  Recovery  of 

bylcn.  Re.  what 

pcntar.ce, 

JidRfo"-   Placed  in  a  Nich,  which,   in  the  upper  End  of  the  Room,  was 

viiiiion.        very  likely  at  that  Time  cut  on  Purpofe  for  it,    to  do  him  the 

greater  Honour.     Frideaux'i  Connection,  Anno  699. 

*  The  Prophets,  who  are  fuppos'd  to  have  been  living  in  this 
King's  Reign,  were  Hq//;>ea,  Joel,  Nahu7n,  Habakkuk,  feme  fay, 
Obadiah  ;  and,  who  was  the  greateft  Prophet  of  them  all,  Ifaiah. 
In  the  late  Reign  he  was  in  great  Efteem  at  Court,  and  being 
himfelf  of  the  Blood  Royal,  and  (as  feme  fay)  the  King's  Father- 
in-law,  he  thought  it  more  incumbent  upon  him  to  endeavour 
to  reclaim  him  from  his  degenerate  wicked  Courfes:  But  this 
fo  exafperated  him  againft  Ifaiah,  that,  inftead  of  hearkening  to 
his  Remonftrances,  he  caus'd  him  to  be  apprehended,  and,  to 
make  his  Torture  both  more  lingering,  and  more  exquifitc, 
had  him  faiMn  afunder  with  a  wooden  Saw,  to  which  the  Au- 
thor of  the  EpilHe  to  the  Hebretus,  Chap.  xi.  37.  may  be  thought 
to  allude.  Calmet\  Commentary,  and  HoiveU's  Hiftory,  in  the 
Notes. 
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what  his  Father  Sennacherib  had  loft  in  Syria  and  Palejline ;     a.m. 
and,     having   rais'd   a   great   Army,     march'd    into    theS^^'^^^'^^J 
Territories  of  the  ten  Tribes^  from  whence  he  carry'd  away^^g^  £bf"' 
a  great  Multitude  of  Ifraelites,   who  were  remains  of  the      From 
former  Captivity,  and  fo,  fending  fome  of  his  Generals  with  J^^he^g^f  * 
a  Part  of  his  Army  to  Judea  to  reduce  that  Country  hke-of  2  chron. 
wife,  they  vanquifti'd  Manajfeh  in  Battle,  and,   having  taken  y^yStJ 
him  hid  in  a  Thicket  of  Briars  and  Brambles,  brought  him 
Prifoner  to  Efarhaddon  f,    who  put  him  in  Irons,  and  car- 
ry'd  him  Prifoner  to  Babylon. 

f  His  Prifon  and  Chains  brought  him  to  himfelf,  and 
made  him  fo  fenfible  of  his  heinous  Provocations  againft 
God,  that,  with  deep  Sorrow  and  Humiliation,  f  he  im- 

plor'd 

•j-  From  I/aiah  xx.  i .  we  may  learn,  that  Efarhaddon  (whom 
the  facred  Writer  in  that  Place  calls  Sargon)  King  of  AJfyria^ 
fent  Tartan,  his  General,  into  Palejline;  and  'twas  he,  (very 
probably)  who  took  Manajfeh,  and  carry'd  him  Prifoner  to 
Babylon.  Efarhaddon  was,  fome  Time  before,  no  more  than 
King  of  Affyria ;  but,  upon  his  Acceflion  to  the  Throne,  he 
made  himfelf  Matter  of  Babylon,  and  Chaldea,  and  fo  united  the 
two  Empires  together.  Calmet's  Commentary,  and  Prideai4x''s 
Connexion,  Anno  677. 

f  The  Jenuifh  Doftors  have  a  Tradition,  that,  while  Manaf- 
feh  was  at  Babylon,  by  the  Direftion  of  his  Conqueror,  he  was 
put  in  a  large  brazen  Veffel,  full  of  Holes,  and  fet  near  to  a 
great  Fire ;  that,  in  this  Extremity,  he  had  Recourfe  to  all  his 
falfe  Deities,  to  whom  he  had  offer'd  fo  many  Sacrifices,  but 
received  no  Relief  from  them  ;  that,  remembering  what  he  had 
heard  his  good  Father,  Hezekiah,  fay,  wz.  When  thou  art  in 
Tribulation,  if  thou  turn  to  the  Lord  thy  God,  he  'will  not  forfake 
thee,  neither  deflroy  thee,  Deut.  iv.  30,  31.  he  was  thereupon 
immediately  deliver'd,  and,  in  a  Moment,  tranflated  to  his  King- 
dom. But  this  is  no  lefs  a  Fiftion,  than  that  miraculous  Flame, 
which  the  Author  of  the  imperfedl  Comment  upon  St.  Mattheiv 
fpeaks  of,  that  encompafs'd  him  on  a  fudden,  as  he  was  praying 
to  God,  and,  having  melted  his  Chains  afunder,  fet  him  at  Li- 
berty. Vid.  Tradit.  Hebr.  in  Pacalip.  &  Targum  in  2  Chron. 
xxiii.  u.  In  all  Probability,  it  was  Saos  duchin,  the  Succeflbr 
of  Efarhaddon,  who,  fome  Years  after  his  Captivity,  releas'd 
Manajfeh  out  of  Prifon. 

f  We  have  a  Prayer,  which,  it  is  pretended,  he  made  in  Pri- 
fon, The  Church  does  not  receive  it  as  Canonical,  but  it  has 
a  Place  among  the  Apocryphal  Pieces,  and,  in  our  Colledions; 
{lands  before  the  Books  of  the  Maccabees.  The  Greek  Church 
however  has  receiv'd  it  into  their  Euchologium,  or  Book  of 

Prayers, 
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A.  M.  plor'd  the  Divine  Pity,  and  Forgivenefs,  and  thereupon 
^Ant'<^x\}  P^'^v^'l^'^  '^'^'^  ^^^  ^^  mollify  the  King  of  Babylon's  Heart, 
758,  &c.    who  rcftor'd  him  to  his  Liberty,    and  re-inftated  him  in  his 

From      Kingdom. 

to^h"e^En'd"*      Upon  his  Return  to  Jerufalem^  he  redrefs'd  as  much  as 

of  2  Chron.  he  could,  the  Mifchiefs,  which  his  former  Impiety  had  done. 

sy^T^  He  abolilh'd   the  idolatrous  Profanations  of  the  Temple  j 

reftor'd,    in  all  Things,  the  Reformation,    which  his  Father 

had  made,  and  oblig'd  all  his  Subjects  to  worfhip,  and  ferve, 

the  Lord  only ;  fo  that,  after  this,  God  blefs'd   him  with  a 

long  and  profperous  Reign,  longer  indeed,  than  any  of  the 

Kings  of  Judah^  either  before  or  after  him,   had  reign'd. 

He  poflefs'd  the  Throne  full  five  and  fifty  Years  j  and  yet, 

(notwithftanding  his  fignal  Repentance)   becaufe  his  former 

Wickednefs  was  fo  great,  he  was  not  allow'd   the  Honour 

of  being  bury'd    in   any  of  the  Royal  Sepulchres,   but  was 

laid  in  a  Grave  made  in  the  Garden,   belonging   to  his  own 

Houfe,  called  the  Garden  of  Uzzah  f ,    and  was  fucceeded 

by  his  Son  Amnion. 

AmmonAr-     This  Prince,  imitating  the  firji  Part   of  his   Father's 

eeeds  his  i^a- Reign,  and  not  the  Repentance  of  his  latter,  gave  himfelf  up 

^trr'J.V^i'to  all  Manner  of  Wickednefs,   and  Impiety;  fo  that  God 

^/i5fri/a/;.'i.fhorten'd  his  Government,    by  permitting  fome  of  his  own 

Dome/licks,   ( f  after  a  Reign  of  two  Years)    to  confpire  a- 

gainft   him   and  flay  him  :  But,   as  wicked  as  he  was,  the 

People  of  the  Land   took  Care  to  revenge  his  Murther,   by 

putting  all  to  Death  who  had  any  Hand   in   it,   tho'  they 

would  not,  at  his  Burial,  honour  him  (any  more  than  his 

Father) 

Prayers,  and  they  ufe  it  fometimes  as  a  Kind  of  devout  Form, 
and  what  contains  nothing  in  it  deferving  Cenfure.  Calmet\ 
Diflionary,  under  the  Word  Manajfeh. 

•j-  This  Garden,  as  fome  tliink,  was  made  in  that  very  Spot 
of  Ground,  where  Uzzah  was  ftruck  dead,  for  touching  the 
jirk  of  the  Lord,  2  Sam.  vi,  7.  but  others  imagine,  that  this 
was  the  Place,  where  L^zz/ai',  who  dy'd  a  Leper,  was  bury'd, 
-  2  Chron.  xxvi.  23.  and  thut^ManaJfeh  chofe  to  be  bury'd  here, 
as  unworthy,  becaufe  of  his  manifold  Sins,  (whereof  he  never- 
thelefs  repented)  to  be  laid  in  any  of  the  Royal  Sepulchres  of 
the  Kings  of  Judah.     Patrick' i  and  Calmet''%  Commentaries. 

f  This  (as  fome  Jenxiijh  Authors  obferve)  is  the  ufual  Num- 
ber of  Years,  to  which  the  Sons  of  thofe  Kings  did  arrive,  who, 
by  their  Abomiiiations,  provok'd  God  to  Anger ;  as  they  inftance 
in  the  Son  of  Jeroboam,  i  Kings  xv.  25.  the  Son  of  Baajha^ 
Chap.  xvi.  8.  the  Son  of  Ahab^  Chap.  xxii.  5 1 .  Patrick^  Com- 
mentary. 
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Father)  with  a  Place  among  the  Sepulchres  of,  the  Sons  of    A.  m. 

David.  Anf'cfri'^ 

His  Son  Jofwh,   who  was  then  a  Child  no  more  than^^g]  feff." ' 
eight  Years  old,  fucceeded  in  the  Throne  ;  but,  having  the     From 
Happinefs  to  fall  under  the   Conduft  of  better    Guardians  \^^^f-^^l' 
in  his  Minority,    than  did  Manaffeh   his  Grandfather,  hcof  2  Chron. 
prov'd,    when  grown  up,   a  Prince  of  very  extraordinary  »^y*V>0 
Worth,  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  in  Piety,  Virtue,  and  Good-  Jofiah'j  good 
nefs,  to  the  beft  of  his  Predeceflbrs.     In  the  Jixteenth  '^^^^''Reif>!""his 
of  his  Age,  he  took   upon  him  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Reformation 
Kingdom  ;  and  beginning  with  the  Reformation  of  Religi-  "f  R^^'S'on. 
on,    endeavour 'd    to  purge   it  from  all  thofe  Corruptions, 
which   had   been  introduc'd  in  the  preceding  Reigns.     To 
this  Purpofe,  he  took  a  Progrefs  through  the  whole  King- 
dom, and,  wherever  he  came,    brake  down  the  Altars,  cut 
down  the  Groves,   and  brake  in  Pieces   all   the  carv'd  and 
molten    Images,     that   were    dedicated  to   Idolatry.     The 
Graves    of  idolatrous  Priefts  he  dug  up,   and   burnt   their 
Bones  upon  fome   of  thefe  Altars,  thereby  to  defile,    and 
pollute,  them  for  ever ;  and  f  whatever  Priefts  of  the  Levi- 
iical  Order  had  at  any  Time  facrific'd  on  the  High-Places, 
tho'  it  were  to  the  true  God,  thefe  he  took  care  to  depofe 
from  their  facerdotal  Office,     f  The  Houfes  of  the  Sodom- 
ites 

f  Several  of  thefe  Priefts,  feeing  the  Worfliip  of  the  Temple 
abandon'd,  and,  after  that  the  Tenths,  and  Offerings,  and  Sacri- 
fices were  taken  away,  having  nothing  to  fubfift  themfelves, 
had  the  Weaknefs  to  repair  to  the  High-Places,  and  there  offer 
unto  God  fuch  Oblations,  and  Sacrifices,  as  the  People  brought 
them  ;  (for  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  of  them  enter'd  into  the 
Service  of  falfe  Gods)  but  becaufe  this  was  giving  Countenance 
(by  their  Prefence  and  Miniftry)  to  a  Worfhip,  that  was  for- 
bidden, Deut.  xii.  1 1 .  he  would  not  receive  them  any  more  into 
the  Service  of  the  Temple,  tho'  he  fuffer'd  them  to  be  main- 
tain'd  by  it.  He  puts  them,  in  fhort,  into  the  Condition  of 
thofe  Friejls,  that  had  any  Blemijh,  who  might  not  off  a-  the  Bread 
nf  their  God,  and  yet  might  eat  the  Bread  of  their  God,  both 
of  the  Holy,  and  mo  ft  Holy,  Lev.  xxi.  2i,  22.  Calmet''s  and 
Patrick's  Commentaries. 

f  This  was  the  Name,  which  is  fometimes  given  to  the  moft 
infamous  of  all  Proftitutes,  who  expofed  their  Bodies  to  be  a- 
bus'd,  contrary  to  Nature,  in  Honour  of  thofe  flthy  Deities, 
whom  they  worlhipp'd.  Their  Houfes  were  near  the  Temple, 
and  therefore  thefe  were  Perfons  confecrated  to  Impurity  ;  and 
that  they  might  commit  thcir  Abominations  with  a  greater  Li- 

centioufnefs. 
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A.  M.     ites  he  broke  down :  Tophet  f,  which  was  in  the  Valley  of 

A^'^^'  c\^'(  ^"^^""^-i  ^^  defiled  :  The  Horfes  *  dedicated    to  the  Sun, 

758Ji2fi-.      he  remov'd  :  Burnt  its  Chariots  with  Fire  \  and,    being  not 

From     fatisfy'd   with  deftroying  all  the  Monuments  of  Idolatry  in 

t  ^r^E^d"  '^'^  °^"  Dotninions,    he  vifited   in  Pcrfon  the  Cities  of  E- 

of  2  Chron.  phraim^    and   ManaJJeh^    and    all    the    reft    of   the    Land, 

V^yV^w  which   had   formerly   been   poflefs'd   by  the  ten  Tribes^   and 

there  did  the  fame.     But  while  he  was  at  Bethel^  f  difcover- 

ing  by  the  Injcrlption  the  Monument  of  the  Prophet,   who 

was 

centioufnefs,  they  had  Women  appointed  to  make  them  Tents, 
wherein  they  were  wont  to  retire  upon  thefe  deteftable  Occafi- 
ons.      Calmet'%  Commentary. 

•\  It  is  the  general  Opinion  of  the  Jeijos^  that  the  Word  To- 
phet comes  from  Thoph,  which,  in  their  Language,  fignifies  a 
Drum ;  bccaufe  Drums,  in  this  Place,  were  us'd  to  be  beat,  in 
order  to  deaden  the  Cries  of  ihofe  Children,  which  were 
burnt  alive  to  the  Idol  Moloch :  But  there  is  one  Objeftion  to 
this  Etymology,  viz.  that  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  larger  Kind 
of  Drums,  fuch  as  are  in  Ufe  now,  were  at  all  known  to  the 
Antients.  There  was  a  leffer  Sort  indeed,  or  what  we  call  a 
Taber,  wherewith  they  made  Mufick  in  their  Dancing  ;  but 
thefe  were  not  loud  enough  for  the  prefent  Purpofe,  and  the 
larger  Kind  we  owe  to  the  Arabians,  who  firft  brought  them  into 
Spain,  from  whence  they  were  diipers'd  all  Europe  over.  Le 
Clerc^s  Commentary. 

*  'Tis  certain,  that  all  the  People  of  the  Eajl  worlhipp'd  the 
Sun,  and  confecraied  Horfes  to  it,  becaufe  they  were  nimble  and 
fwift  in  their  Courfe,  even  as  they  fuppos'd  it  to  be. 

Placat  Equo  Perfis  Radiis  Hyperiona  cindum, 

Ne  detur  celeri  vidlima  tarda  Deo.  OviD.  Fajl,  lib.  u 

But  then  the  Queftion  is,  whether  the  People  oijudah  facrific'd 
thefe  Horfes  to  the  Sun,  (as  'tis  certain  the  Artnenians,  Ptrjiansy 
and  other  Nations  did)  or  only  led  them  out  in  State  every 
Morning,  to  meet  and  falute  the  Sun,  at  his  Rijing,  The  An- 
tients  had  a  Notion  likewife,  that  the  Sun  itfelf  was  carried  a- 
bout  in  a  Chariot ;  and  therefore  Chariots,  as  well  as  Horfes^ 
were  dedicated  to  it.  Since  then  we  find  thefe  Horfes,  and 
Chariots,  ftanding  fo  near  together,  the  Horfes,  we  may  fuppofe, 
were  defign'd  to  draw  the  Chariots,  and  the  Chariots  to  carry 
the  King,  and  his  other  great  Officers,  (who  were  Idolaters  of 
this  Kind)  out  at  the  Eaji-gate  of  the  Cicy,  every  Morning,  to  , 
falute  and  adore  the  Sun,  at  its  coming  above  the  Horizon.  Bo- 
€hart\  Hieroz.  Part.  i.  lib.  xi.  c.  10, 

■\  The  Jenxis  will  tell  us,   that,   on   one  Side  of  the  Grave^ 
(where  the  Prophet  of  Judah^  and  the  Prophet  of  Bethel  lay 

together) 


Chap.  IV.    from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.       271 
wasfent  from  Judah  to  declare  againft  the  Altar,   which     A.  M. 
Jeroboam  had  there  fet  up,  and   (above  three  hundred  Years  ^^^^^f 'cfrift 
before)  to  name  the  very  Nanie  of  Jofiah^  who  was  to  de-  ^  "s"  5-" 
ftroy  it ;  he  would  not  fufFex  it  to  be  touch'd,  nor  his  Bones     From 
tobemolefted.  \t^Sl 

Having  thuscarry'd  on  the  Work  of  Reformation   in  of  a  chron. 
the  diftant  Parts   of  his    Kingdom,  he   took    care,    in  the  L/'VNJ 
next  Place,  to  have  the  Temple  repair'd.     To  this  Purpofe,  Reparation 
he  order'd  Hilkiah,  the  High- Prieft,  to  take  a  general  View  5^^,,^/^^ 
of  it,  and  fee  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  ;  who,   while 
he  was  furveying,  and  examining  every  Place,  chanc'd   to 
find  a  Book  of  the    Laiu    of  the    Lord^  given,    by   Mofes. 
The  Book  was  carry 'd  to  the  King,  who,  having  f  heard 

fome 

together)  there  grew  Nettles  and  Thiftles  ;  on  the  other.  Myrtles, 
and  other  odoriferous  Plants  ;  fignifying,  that  a.  true  and /a  Ifg 
Prophet  lay  there  ;  and  that  this  rais'd  the  King's  Curiofity  to 
enquire,  whofe  that  Sepulchre  was  j  but  there  is  no  Ground  for 
this  fabulous  Fancy.  The  King,  we  may  fuppofe,  efpy'd  a 
Stone,  or  a  Pillar,  more  eminent  than  the  reft,  with  the  Names 
of  the  Perfons,  that  were  bury'd  under  it,  and  this  made  him 
aflc  the  Queftion  o/tbe  Men  of  the  City,  i.  e.  fome  of  the  old 
Inhabitants,  that  had  efcap'd  the  Capti'vity,  and  not  any  of  thofe 
Nenu-Comers,  whom  the  King  of  .4^'''*'^  had  fent  thither  ;  for 
thefe  could  give  no  Account  of  the  antient  Hiftories  of  the 
Ijraelites ;  neither  can  we  fuppofe,  that  the  Sepulchre  itfelf,  after 
fo  many  Years  ftanding,  could  have  been  diftinguifhable,  had 
not  fome  pious  Perfon  or  other,  with  an  Intent  to  perpetuate  the 
Memory  of  the  Thing,  in  each  fucceffive  Age,  taken  care  to 
preferve,  and  repair  it.  Matt,  xxiii.  29.  Le  Clerc\  and  Patrick^ 
Commentaries. 

f  Whether  it  was  the  whole  Pentateuch,  or  the  Book  of  Deu' 
ieronomy  only,  which  the  High-Prieft  found  in  the  Temple,  'tis 
generally  agreed,  that  the  Part,  which  Shaphan  read  to  the 
^ing,  was  taken  out  of  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  and,  not 
without  fome  Probability,  that  the  xxviiith,  xxixth,  and  xxxth 
Chapters  were  that  Portion  of  Scripture,  which  the  Secretary, 
who  (as  we  are  told,  zKingsxxii.  8.)  had  read  the  Book  before  he 
brought  it  to  the  King,  thought  proper  upon  thisOccafion  to  turn 
to  J  for  therein  is  contain'd  a  Renewal  of  the  Covenant,  which 
Mofes,  as  Mediator,  had  made  between  God  and  the  People  of 
Jfrael  at  Mount  Horeb  ;  and  therein  are  thofe  Threats  and  ter- 
rible Comminations  to  the  TranfgrefTors  of  the  Law,  whether 
Prince  or  People,  which  affeded  Joftah  fo  much  ;  and  ixhich 
Mofes  had  gi'ven  the  Levites  to  put  on  the  Side  of  the  Co'uenant, 
that  it  might  be  there  for  a  Witnefs  againft  the  Tranfgr^flgrs  of 

it  J  ^«r/.  xxsi,  25.  26.    Calmefi  CoaiHientar/. 
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A.  M.    fome  Part  of  it  read,  rent  his  Robes  in  Dread  of  the  Curfea 

3*4-^' ^5;  denounc'd    againft  a  wicked    People,  and  immediately   fcnt 

^^%   &c.  '  the  High-  Prieft,  and  fome  other  of  his  chief  Officers,  to 

From  I  Kings //«/^/<?/>  f  the  Prophetefs  to  enquire  of  the  Lord  ;  who  re- 

viii.  to  the    fm-^'j  them  in  Anfwer,  "  That  the  Judgments,  threaten'd  in 

Chron.  ^     "  ^^^  ^°°^  °^  ^^^  ^^^>  would  not  be  long  before  they  fell 

^i'-y*N^*'  upon  the  Kingdom    of   Judah  \  but    that,    becaufe  the 

*'  King  had  exprcfs'd  fo  deep  a  Concern  upon   hearing  the 

"  Denunciation  of  them,  their  Execution  fliould  be  delay'd 

«  till  after  his  Death." 

AnA  farther      Xhe    good    King   however,    in  order    to   appeafe    the 

*'>'"''"°''- Wrath  of  God,  called  together  tijolemn  Affembly  of  all  the 

Elders,  and   People  of  Juciah,  and   Jerufalem  ;  and  going 

with  them   to  the  Temple,    he  caus'd  the  Law  of  God 

there  to  be  diftindly  read  ;  and  when  that  v/as    done,  both 

he  and  all  the  People  enter'd  into  a  Covenant  to  obferve  allj 

that  was  contain'd  in  it.     After  this,  he  made  another  Pro- 

grefs  round  the  Kingdom  of  Judah^  and  Samaria^    to  de- 

ftroy  every  the  leaft  Remainder  of  Idolatry^  that  he  could 

meet  with  ;  and,  when  the  Seafon  of  the  next  Pajfoz'er  was 

come,  had  it  ||  kept  with  fuch  Exadnefs  and  Solemnity,  as 

had 

-)•  This  is  the  only  Mention  we  have  of  this  Prophete/s,  and 
certainly  it  makes  much  to  her  Renown,  that  fhe  was  confulted 
upon  this  weighty  Occafion,  when  both  Jeremiah  and  Ze- 
phaniah  were  at  that  Time  Prophets  in  Judab.  But  Zepha- 
tiiah  perhaps  at  that  Time  might  not  have  commenced  a  Pro- 
phet ;  becaufe,  though  we  are  told  that  he  prophefted  in  the  Days 
of  Jofiah,  Zeph.  i.  i.  yet  we  are  no  where  inform'd,  in  what 
Part  of  his  Reign  he  enteir'd  upon  the  prophetick  Office.  Jere- 
miah too,  might  at  that  Time  be  abfent  from  Jerufalem,  at  his 
Houfe  at  Anathothy  or  fome  more  remote  Part  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
fo  that,  conildering  Jofiah''?,  Halle  and  Impatience,  there  might 
be  no  other  Remedy  at  Hand  to  apply  to  but  this  Woman.  Great 
is  the  Wrath  of  the  Lord  that  is  kindled  againfl  us,  fays  the  King  to 
his  Minifters,  zKingsxxn.  13.  and  therefore  hislntent,  in  fending 
them,  might  be  to  enquire,  whether  there  were  any  Hopes  of 
appeafing  bis  Wrath,  and  in  what  Manner  it  was  to  be  done. 
Being  therefore  well  affur'd  of  this  Woman's  Fidelity,  in  deli- 
vering the  Mind  and  Counfel  of  God,  the  Minifters,  who  went 
to  enquire,  concluded  rightly,  that  it  was  much  more  confider- 
able,  what  Meflage  God  fent,  than  by  whofe  Hand  it  was  that 
he  convey 'd  it.     Poors  Annotations. 

II  The  Words  of  the  Text  are, Surely   there  nvas 

not   held  fuch  a  Paffover,  from  the  Days   of  tht  Judges,  nOr 

h 


Cm  A  p.  IV.  from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  ^c.       iy^ 
had  never  been   obferv'dj  from  the  Days  of  Samuel  the     A.  m. 
Prophet,  to  that  Time*  Anf  cf^ii 

In  a  Word,  this  excellent  Prince  did  all  that  in  him  lay^  y^^l  ^^"  * 
to  atone  for  the  Sins  of  the  People,  and  appeafe  the  Wrath    .  From 
of  God  J  but  his  Decree  f  for  the  Removal  of  Ji^daf?'  into  to^jj?End'° 
a  Land  of  their  Captivity,  was  pafs'd,  irrevocably   pafs'd  :  of  2  chrori. 
And  therefore,  when  Pharaoh  Necho  *  King  of  Egypt  de-  L^V^^' 

fir'd  '^^'  Mahncf' 
of  LisDeath^ 
Burial,    and 
in  ail  the  Days  of  the    Kings   of  Ifrael.  and  of  the  Kings  of  Ju-  thegreatLai 
dah,  2  Kingsxxm.  22.  which,    taken  in  a  literal  Senfe,    muft '"""''^""* 
denote,  that  this  Paflbver,  which  was  celebrated  by  two  Tribes  f"  '■^''*^ 
only,  was  more   numerous,    and   more  magnificent,    than  all 
thofe»  that  were  obferv'd  in  the  Days  of  Da'vida.n^  Solomon^  in 
the  mod  happy  and  flourifhing  State  of  the  Jcwi/h  Monarchy^ 
and  when  the  whole  twelve  Tribes  were  met  together,  to   fo- 
lemnize  that  Feaft.     It  may  not  be  amifs  therefore  to  allow^ 
thatj  in  thefe  Expreffions,  there  is  a  Kind  of  Auxefis  or  Exag- 
geration, not  unufual  in  facred,  as   well  as  in  profane.  Authors. 
For  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  fay,  Never  ivasfo  much 
Splendor   and  Magnificence  fcen,  when  we   mean  no  more,  tharl 
that  the  Thing,    we  fpeak   of,  was  very    fplendid  and  magnifi- 
cent :  Unlefs  we  fuppofe  with  fome,  that  a  Preference  is  given 
to  this  Pajh'ver  above  all  the  reft,  in  Refpeft  of  the  exa£l  Ob- 
fervation  of  the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  belonging  to  it^  whichj 
at  other  Times,  were  perform'd  according  to  Cuftom,  and  fe^ 
veral  Things  either  alter'dj  or  omitted  j  whereas  at  this,  every 
Thing  was   perform'd  according  to  the   prefcribed  form  of  the 
Laijo.  from  which,  fince  the  finding  of  this  authentick  Copy  of 
it,  Jofiah  enjoin'd  them  not  to  vary  one   Tittle.     Calmet\  and 
he  Clerc's  Commentaries. 

f  Tho'  Jofiah  was  doubtlefs  fincere  in  what  he  did,  and  0- 
Jhitted  nothing  to  reftore  the  Purity  of  God's  WorlTiip,  where- 
ever  his  Power  extended  j  yet  the  People  had  ftill  a  Hankering 
after  the  Corruption  of  the  former  Part  of  ManaffeV ^  Reign* 
They  comply 'd  indeed  with  the  prefent  Reformation  ;  but  this 
was  only  out  of  Fear  of  incurring  the  King's  DifpleafurCj  01' 
of  feeling  the  Severity  of  his  Juftice.  Their  Hearts  were  ti06 
right  towards  God,  as  appears  from  the  Writings  of  the  PrO'* 
phetsj  that  liv'd  in  thofe  Times  ;  and  therefore,  feeing  no  Siglt 
of  their  Repentance,  God  had  no  Reafon  to  reverfe  his  Deefe^« 
Calmei%  and  Le  Clerc's  Commentaries. 

*  Pharaoh  fignifies  nO  more,  in  the  Egyptian  Language,  thati 
Kingi  and  was  therefore  given  to  &ny  one,  that  fat  upon  tha6 
Throne  :  But  Necho  (according  to  Herodotus^  was  his  prflpef 
Name,  tho'  fome  willhave  it  to  be  art  Appellatl-Oii  Which  figril^ 
fies  lame,  becaufe  this  Pharaoh  (as  thev  fuppofe)  had  ^  Lamfii/)f 

Vot.  IV.  S     '  *yhi€h 
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A.  M.  fir'd  to  pafs  through  Juclea,  in  order  to  go  and  attack 
Ant^'ch^rlft  Charchemijh  f,  a  City  belonging  to  the  King  of  Babylon, 
758J  &c.  '  and  fituate  upon  the  Euphrates.,  Jofiah  would  by  no  Means 
FromiKingf  confent  to  it;  but  getting  together  his  Forces,  ported  him- 
End  of  f '  ^^^^  '"   'h^   ^^^l<^y   o^  Megiddo  *,  on  Purpofe  to  obftrua 

Chron.  his 

which  proceeded  from  feme  Wound,  he  had  receiv'd  in  the  Wars. 
The  fame  Hiftorian  tells  us,  that  he  was  the  Son  and  SuccefTor 
of  Pfam?nctichusy  King  of  Egypt,  and  a  Man  of  a  bold  enter- 
prifing  Spirit  ;  that  he  made  an  Attempt  to  join  the  Nile  and 
the  Red  Sea,  by  drawing  a  Canal  from  one  to  the  other  ;  that 
tho'  he  failed  in  this  Defign,  yet,  by  fending  a  Fleet  from  the 
RiJ-Sea  through  the  Streights  of  Babel-Mandel,  he  difcover'd 
the  Coafts  of  Africa,  and,  in  this  his  Expedition  to  the  Eu- 
phrates, refolv'd  to  bid  fair  (by  deftroying  the  united  Force  of 
the  Babylonians  and  Medes)  for  the  whole  Monarchy  of  JJia. 
Prideaux's  Connexion  Ann.  610.  and  M.arjham%  Canon.  iEg. 
SjecuI.   18. 

-f-  Geographers  make  no  Mention  of  this  City  under  this 
Name  ;  but  it  is  very  probably  the  fame  with  what  the  Greeks 
and  Latins  call  Cercujium,  or  Cercejium,  which  was  fituated  on 
the  Angle,  form'd  by  the  Conjundion  of  the  Chaboras  or  Che- 
la*-, and  the  Euphrates.  Ifaiah,  x.  9.  fpeaks  of  this  Place,  as 
if  Tiglath-F defer  had  made  a  Conqueft  of  it,  and  Necho  per- 
haps now  was  going  to  retake  it,  as  we  find  he  did  ;  but  Jeremiah 
informs  us.  Chap.  xlvi.  i,  2.  that  in  the  fourth  Year  oijehoia- 
chim  King  of  Judah,  it  was  taken  and  quite  deftroy'd  by  Ne- 
buchadne%%ar  King  of  Babylon.  Calmtf%  Commentary,  and 
We!ls\  Geography  of  the  Old  Teftament,  Vol.  III. 

*  Megiddo  was  a  City  in  the  half  Tribe  of  ManaJJeh,  not  far 
from  the  Mediterranean-Sea,  which  Way  Necho  was  to  pafs  with 
his  Army,  in  order  to  go  into  Syria,  and  thence  to  the  Eu- 
phrates. In  the  Valley  adjoining  to  this  Place  Jofiah  was  flain, 
•while  he  ivas  at  the  Head  of  his  Army,  (as  Jofephus  tells  us)  and 
riding  up  and  do'von  to  give  Orders  from  one  Wing  to  the  other. 
This  Adion  Herodotus  makes  mention  of,  when  he  tells  us, 
that  Nechos,  King  of  Egypt,  halving  fallen  upon  the  Syrians, 
near  the  City\A2.'TAo\,  obtained  a  great  FiSIory,  and  made  him- 
feif  Mojler  of  C^dytis  :  Where  the  Author  plainly  miftakes 
the  Syrians  for  the  Jenxis  ;  Magdolum,  a  City  in  the  Loiver' 
Egypt,  for  Megiddo  ;  and  Cadytis,  for  Kadejh,  in  the  upper 
Galilee,  by  which  he  was  to  pafs  in  his  Way  to  Charchemifh ; 
or  rather  for  the  City  of  Jerufalem,  which,  in  Herodotus"^  Time, 
might  be  called  by  the  neighbouring  Nations  Cadyta,  or  Ca- 
dyfcha,  i  e.  the  holy  City  ;  fince,  even  to  this  Day,  it  is  called 
by  the  Eajlern  People  Al-huds,  which  is  plainly  both  of  the 

fame 
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his    PafTage.     The   Egyptian  King,  hearing  of  this,    fent      A.  M. 
Emballadors  defiring  him  to  defift,  declaring  that  he  came  3246,  ^c. 
not   to  invade   his   Territories,    but  purely  to    dp  himfelf    Z^"^' ^." 
Juftice  on  the  King  of  5tf/'yi3«  ;  and  afTuring  him   withal,  From  i Kings 
that  what  he  did  in  this  Cafe,  was  by  the  Order  and  Ap-  "^'''-  ^"  '^« 
pointment  of  God.     Joftah    however  thought   himfelf  no  chron.  ^ 
way  concern'd    to  believe   him  ;  and  therefore,  on  Nucha's  \,yV%J 
marching  up  to  the  Place,  where  he  was  polled   to    receive 
him,  a  Battle    immediately  enfu'd,  wherein  the   Egyptian 
Archers,  difcovering  Jofiah^  (though  he  had  difguis'd  him- 
felf before    the  Adlion   began)  ply'd   that  Quarter   of  the 
Army,  where   he  fought,  fo  very  warmly  with  their  Ar- 
rows, that  at  lall:  receiving  a  mortal  Wound   from   one  of 
them,    he  was   carry 'd    in    another   Chariot  *  out  of  the 
Battle,    to  Jerufalem,  where,  after    a    Reign    of  one    and 
thirty  Years,  he  dy'd,  and  was  bury'd  in  the  Sepulchre  of 
his  Jncejiors. 

*  Th  e  Death  of  fo  excellent  a  Prince  was  defervedly  la- 
mented by  all  his  People,  but  by  none  more  fmcerely,  than 
by  Jeremiah  the  Prophet ;  who,  having  a  thorough  Senfe 
of  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Lofs,  as  well  as  full  Forefight  of 
the  fore  Calamities,  which  were  afterwards  to  follow  upon 

S  2  the 

fame  Signification  and  Original.     Calmet''&  Diflionary  under  the 
Word  Kadejh,  and  Prideaux'i  Connexion,  An.  6io. 

*  It  was  the  Guftom  of  War,  in  former  Times,  for  great 
Officers,  to  have  their  led  Horfes,  that  if  one  failed  they  might 
mount  another.  The  Kings  of  Perjia  (as  ^intus  Curtius  in- 
forms us)  had  Horfes  attending  their  Chariots,  which,  in  cafe 
of  any  Accident,  they  might  make  to  ;  and,  in  like  Manner  \vc 
may  prefume,  that,  when  it  became  a  mighty  Faftiion  to  fight 
in  Chariots,  all  great  Captains  had  an  empty  one  following 
them,  into  which  they  might  betake  thcmfelves,  if  any  Mif- 
chance  befel  the  other.  Bochart's  Hieroz.  Part.  i.  c.  z. 
and  9. 

*  The  Author  of  the  Book  of  Ecclejiajiicus   has  given  Ui 

his  Encomium  in  thefe  Words : —  Jll,  except  David,  and 

Hezekias,  and  Jofias,  ivere  defcdinie.     They  forfook  the  Laiu  of 

the  Mofi  High  ;  enjen   the  Kings   of  ]\i6.3.\\  faiLd.     But   the  Re-  ''' 

tnembrunce  of  Jofias,  is  like  the  Compofition  of  the  Perfume,  that  * 
is  made  by  the  Art  of  the  Apothecary  :  It  is  as  fiveet  as  Homy  in 
all  Mouths,  and  as  Mufick  at  a  Banquet  of  Wine.  He  btha'vtd 
himfelf  uprightly  in  the  Connjerfion  of  the  People,  and  took  auuay 
the  Abomination  of  Iniquity.  He  direEled  his  Heart  unto  ths 
Lord,  and,  in  t hi  Time  of  the  Ungodly,  be  ejlablijhea  the  IVtrjf:^* 
•f  Gad.     Ecdus.  xlix.  i,  i^c. 
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A.  M.  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Judah,  while  his  Heart  was  full 
'^A^^'c^'e  with  a  View  of  both  thel'e,  wrote  a  Sor^g  of  Lamentation 
75S   fiff.  *  *  upon  this  mournful  Occafion  ;  but  that  is  loft;  and  the 

From  other  (which  goes  under  his  Name,  and  is  ftill  remain- 
'^h"^End"^^3^  was  compos'd  upon  the  Deftrudion  of  Jerufalem  by 
of  X  chron.  Nebuchadnezzar. 

The    Objection. 


"B 


UT  how  religious  foever  we  may  fu^pofe  fofiah  the 
King  of  Judah  to  have  been,  we  cannot  but 
'*  wonder  at  his  Ignorance  in  the  Law  of  God.  Thofe,  who 
*'  had  the  Care  of  his  Education,  were  requir'd  to  inftruft 
*'  him  in  it  [a)  upon  all  proper  Occafionsj  himfelf,  (ac- 
'^  cording  to  what  {h)  the  Law  direcls)  was  to  tranfcribe  a 
"  Copy  of  it  with  his  own  Hand,  and  to  have  it  fo  con- 
*'  ftantly  in  his  Remembrance,  as  if  it  were  (cj  Frontlets 
*'  between  his  Eyes ;  and  yet,  when  he  was  no  lefs  than 
"  fix  and  twenty  Years  old,  and  in  the  eighteenth  Year  of 
"  his  Reign,  we  find  him  {d)  rending  his  Cloaths^  for  Fear 
*'  of  the  Threats  denounc'd  againft  a  wicked  Prince  and 
*'  People,  as  if  he  had  never  read  his  Bible.,  (which  the 
•'  High-Prieft  by  the  Bye  feems  equally  a  Stranger  to)  nor 
*'  heard  a  Word  of  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy  before. 

*'  How  the  chofen  People  of  God  came  fo  frequently  to 
"  fall  into   the  deteftable  Sin  of  Idolatry,  we  are  at  a  Lofs 

to 

*  The  Je'wi  were  wont  to  make  LamentatiottSf  or  moamful 
Songs,  upon  the  Death  of  great  Men,  Princes,  and  Heroes, 
who  had  diftinguiQi'd  themfelves  in  Arms,  or  by  any  civil 
Arts  had  merited  well  of  their  Country.  By  an  Expreffion  in 
2  Chron.  XXXV.  25.  Behold  they  are  luritten  in  the  Lamentations^ 
one  may  infer,  that  they  had  certain  ColleSiom  of  this  Kind  of 
Compofition.  The  Author  of  the  Book  of  Samuel  has  pre- 
ferv'd  thofe,  which  David  made  upon  the  Death  of  Saul,  and 
yonathan,  of  Abner,  and  Abfalom :  But  this  mournful  Poem, 
which  the  difconfolate  Prophet  made  upon  the  immature  Death 
of  good  Jojiah,  we  no  where  have  j  which  is  a  Lofs  the  more 
to  be  deplored,  becaufe,  in  all  Probability,  it  was  a  Majler- 
Piece  in  its  Kind  j  fiace  never  was  there  an  Author  more  deeply 
affedled  with  his  Subjeft,  or  more  capable  of  carrying  it  through 
all  the  tender  Sentiments  of  Sorrow  and  Compaffion.  Calmet^s 
Commentary,  and  Preface  fur  les  Lamentations  de  Jeremie. 

fa  J  Deut.  vi.  7.  fbj  Chap.  xvii.  18.  (cj  Chap, 
vi.  i.         (d)  2  Kings  xxii.  11.  ^V. 
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''  to  comprehend  J  but  tho',  whenever  they  did  fo,  it  was    A.  M. 
**  the  Part  of  every  good  Prince  to  endeavour  to  reclaim  V^^^'o^r 
*'  them  :     Yet  we  fliould  be  glad  to  know,  what  Rightyj^g^  ©■/. ' 
**  King  Jofiah  had,  to  extend  his  Reformation  into  other      From 
**  Countries,  and  to  exercife  this  Authority  in  the  Kingdom  ^  ^[""1,  '^f' 
*'  of  Samaria^  which  was   then  fubjeft  to  the  Jjjyrians  j  of  2  Chlon. 
"  or  upon   what  Pretenfions    he  oppos'd  Necho  King  of  vV^/>o 
**  Egypt,  when  he  only  civilly  afk'd  a  Paflage  through  his 
*'  Country,    and  was  going  to  do  himfelf  Juftice  upon  an 
**  Enemy,  that  had  invaded  his  Territories  firft. 

**  Had  he  fent  indeed  in  his  own  Name  only,  foftah 
*'  might  have  pleaded,  in  his  Excufe,  the  Danger  of  ad- 
*'  mitting  a  large  Army  into  the  Bowels  of  his  Country  ; 
*'  but  fmce  {e)  the  Requeft  was  fent  in  the  Name  of 
*'  God,  who  had  put  him  upon  this  Expedition,  and  ac- 
*'  cordingly  profper'd  him  in  it,  we  cannot  but  fay,  that 
''  Joftah  juftly  fufFer'd  for  oppofmg  the  Almighty's  Will, 
*'  and  intermeddling  in  the  Matter,  wherein  he  had  no  Con- 
**  cern  :  Tho'  how  to  abfolve  the  Divine  Goodnefs  and 
"  Veracity,  in  bringing  fo  good  a  Prince  to  an  untimely 
*'  End,  and  caufing  him  to  be  flain  in  Battle,  when  he  had 
*'  promis'd,  [f)  that  he  Jhould  he  gathered  into  his  Grave 
•'  in  Peace,  is  what  we  cannot  unriddle. 

*'  THE  Sting  of  Death  is  Sin  ;  but  the  Man,  who  can 
"  appeal  to  God  for  the  Truth  and  Sincerity  of  his  Heart, 
"  (as  we  find  Hezekiah  appealing)  may  bid  Defiance  to  that 
*'  Prince  of  Terrors  :  And  yet  (whatever  his  Diftemper 
**  might  be)  the  Scripture  reprefents  this  great  and  good 
"  Man,  upon  Notice  of  his  Death,  in  a  very  piteous  Plight, 
"  (s)  'Weeping  fore,  {h)  chattering  as  a  Crane  or  a  Swal- 
*'  low,  and  mourning  like  a  Dove,  at  the  Thoughts  of  his 
"  Diflblution,  which  is  far  from  fetting  the  Saint  and  the 
*'  Hero,  much  more  the  Benefits,  which  accrue  from  a  re- 
**  ligious  Life,  in  an  advantageous  Light. 

*'  A  Person  fo  paflionately  in  Love  with  Life  may  well 
*•"  be  fuppos'd  to  defire  fome  AfTurance  of  his  Recovery  : 
"  But  to  caufe  the  Sun,  not  only  to  ftop  its  Courfe,  but 
*'  even  to  go  ten  Degrees  backward  iot  his  Convidion,  is  a 
"  little  too  lavilh. 

"  Instead  of  difturbing  the  whole  Courfe  of  Nature 
'*  therefore,  merely  to  fatisfy  the  Diffidence  of  one  Man,  it 

S3  «  is 

(e)  2  Chron.  xxxv.  21.  (f)  2  Kings  xxii.  20, 

(g)  Ibid.  XX.  3.        {h)  Ifaiah  xxxviii.  3,  14. 
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A.  M.      «<  is   more  rational  to  think,  (/)  that  this  Miracle  was  not 

A  ^^'ch^rT  **  wrought  upon  the   Body  of  the  Sun,  but  upon  the  Dial 

758]  &c.'  "  only,  i.e.  that  God,  upon  this  Occafion,  made  no  Alte- 

From      *'  ration  in  the  Motion  of  the  PIcavcns,  but  only,  by  the 

'  ^h"^E'"d'  *'  Means  of  fomc  extraordinary  Meteors.,  or  RefraSiions.^  (o 

»f  zChron."  difpos'd  the  Rays  of  the  Sun,  and  directed  its  Light,    that 

V^/V'^V^*'  no  Shadow  could  be  projeded,  but  where  the  Prophet 

*'  foretold. 

*'  But,  whether  this  Miracle  was  in  the  Motion  of  the 
*'  Sun,  or  in  the  Dired^ion  of  its  Shadciv  only,  it  certainly 
*'  was  a  fufficicnt  Evidence  to  convince  Hezekiah  of  his 
*'  future  Recovery.  Much  better,  than  what  God  gave 
*'  this  Prince,  to  afllire  him,  {k)  that  tlie  King  of  Jj/yria 
*'  fhould  not  invefl:  the  City  of  Jerufalem,  nor  JJ^oot  an  Ar- 
**  row  there,  nor  caji  a  Bank  agairijl  it.  Much  better,  [I) 
*'  than  what  he  gave  King  JhaZy  when,  from  the  Invafion 
*'  of  two  Confederate  Kings,  belay  under  themoftdread- 
*'  ful  Apprehenfions.  For,  {m)  of  what  Ufe  can  a  Sign  be, 
**  that  is  fubfequent  to  the  Thing  fignify'd  ?  What  Con- 
*'  folation  could  the  Promife  of  the  future  Birth  of  a  Son 
*'  be,  to  a  Perfon  labouring  under  Perplexity  and  Want  of 
"immediate  Relief?  Or,  where  is  the  Senfe  of  the  Pror 
*'  phet's  faying,  that,  (n)  before  the  Child  (to  be  born  fe- 
*'  ven  hundred  Years  hence)  Jhall  he  able  to  dijlinguijh  he- 
*'  tivecn  Good  and  Evil.,  the  Land  Jhall  be  forjaken  of  both 
*'  her  Kings  ? 

**  But  of  all  the  Stories  in  this  Period  oi  Time,  com- 
*'  mend  me  to  that  wonderful  Novel  of  young  Tobias,  and 
*'  the  Angel,  in  their  Adventures  to  Echatana.  His  Father's 
*'  lofmg  his  Eye-Sight  by  the  hot  Dung  of  Swallows  had 
*'  been  a  fad  Family-Accident,  had  not  the  Gall  of  the 
*'  Fifh  come  in  opportunely  to  remedy  it;  tho'  it  be  the 
*'  firft  Time  that  we  ever  knew,  that  a  Swallow's  Dung 
"  w^^  pernicious.,  and  a  Fifli's  Gall  rejiorative,  to  the  Eye- 
"  Sight.  This  however  was  nothing,  in  Comparifon  to  its 
*'  Heart  and  Liver,  whofe  very  Smoke  was  enough  to 
*'  drive  away  the  "DtvW  Jfmodeus,  as  far  as  the  utmoil  Parts 
*'  of  Egypt,  where  the  good  Angel  took  care  to  chain  him 
.*'  down,  that  he  might  give  the  ncw-marry'd  Couple  no 
*'  farther  Moleftation.  All  this  founds  fo  like  a  Romance, 
*',  that  we  know  not  what  elfe  to  call  it,  unlefs,  we  will 

*'  fuppofe 

(/)  Le  Clerc''s  Comment,  on    2  Kings  xx.  g.  {i)  Ifaiah 

xxxvii.  33.         (/)  Jbid.  vii.  14.  (;;;)  Grounds  and  Rcafons 

of  ciie  Ciiriitian  Religion.  («)  Ifaiah  vii.  16. 
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*'  fuppofe  with  Grotius  {0)  that  the  whole  Account  is  pa-    a.  m. 
*'  rabol'ical^  and  that  this  pretended  Jfmodeus  vf?iS  fome  '^^^V'^^'r^^k 
*'  Quality  attending  Sara's  Body,  which  had  prov'd   mor-^^'^\  ^" 
**  tal  to  her  other  Hufbands,  but  that  Tobias.,  by  ufing  pro-      From 
"  per  Fumigations,  had  preferv'd  himfelf,  and  cur'd  her."    tVtKnf' 

That  theDung  of  Swallows  is  of  a  very  hot  and  caiijllckoi  2  Chion. 
Quality,  and,  when  dropt  into  the  Eye,  muft  needs  be  in-   >'''V"Nirf 
jurious  to  the  Sight,  as  being  apt    to  caufe  an  Infammation^  "^^  Contents 
and  thereby  a  Concretion  of  Humours,  which,  in  Procefs  of °-^  ^obit" 
Time,  may  produce  a  white  Film,  that  will  obftruft  the  ■vindicated. 
Light  from  the  optick  Nerves  ;  and  that  the  Gall  of  a  Fijh 
(efpecialiy  of  the  Fi(h  called  Callionimus)  is  of  excellent  Ufe 
to  remove  all  fuch  Specks    and    Obftrudions  to  the   Sight, 
we  have  the  Teftimony  of  fome  of  the  greateft  Men,  (/>  j 
Phyficians  and   Naturalijls,  to  produce  in  Confirmation  of 
this  Part  of  Tohit\   Hiftory.     That    good  Angels  are  ap- 
pointed by  God  to  be  the  Guardians  of  particular  Men,  and, 
in  Execution  of  this  their  Office,  do  frequently  aflume  hu- 
man Shapes,  to  guide  them  in  their  Journies,  and  to  deliver 
them  from  all  Dangers,   is  a  Dodlrine  [q)  as  antient,  as  the 
Patriarch  Jacob's   Time,  embrac'd  by  Chrijiians,  and  be- 
Jiev'd  by  the  wifeft  Heathens  ;  and  that  every  Man,  in  like 
Manner,  has  an  evil  Angel,  or  Genius,   whereof  fome  pre- 
fide  over  one  Vice,  and  fome  over  another ;  infomuch,  that 
there  are  Demons  of  Avarice,  Demons  of  Pride,  and  Demon soi 
Impurity,  &c.   each  endeavouring  to  enfnare  the  Pcrfon  he 
attends  with  a  complexional  Temptation,  is  another  Pofition, 
that  has  been  almoft  generally  receiv'd,  (r)  not  only  in  the 
fewijh  and  Chriftian,  but  in  the  Pagan  Theology  liicewife ; 
and  therefore  thus  far  the  Hiftory  of  Tohit  can  be  no  Novel 
or  Romance. 

That  good  Angels  have  a  fuperior  Power  and  Controul 
over  the  bad,  and,  by  the  Divine  Authority,  can  curb  and 
reftrain  their  Malice,  (which  is  all  that  we  need  underftand 

S  4  by 

(0)  Tobit  iii.  8.  and  vi.  4.  [p^  Galen,  de  Simplic.  Medi- 

cament. Facult.  lib.  x.c.  12.  ^lian.  lib.  xiii.  c.  4  Rhajis, 
lib.  ix.  c.  27.  Pliny,  lib.  xxvii.  c.  11.  Gefner.  Hift.  Animal, 
lib.  iii.  Aldro'vand.  Ornitholog.  lib.  17.  Valf.  de  facra  Phi- 
lofoph.  c.  42.  (^)  Gen.  xlviii.  16.     Pfal.  xxxiv.  7.     Matth. 

xviii.  10.  Adts  xii.  it^.Heftod.  Oper.  &  Dies,  lib.  i.  Plato, 
de  Legibus,  lib.  x.  &  Jpuleiusy  de  Deo  Socratis.  {/)  Vid. 

Buxtorf.  Synag,  Jud.  c.  10.  Bafnag.  Hill,  des  Juif.  liv.  vi. 
c,  19.  Orphei  Hymn,  ad  Mufas.  Plutarch,  in  BrutO,  1  Pet. 
V.  8.     Matth.  vii.  22,  23.  Luke  xii,  11.  16. 
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A.  M.     by  their  binding  them  up)    is  evident  from  a  Paflage  in  the 
Am  ChrVf.  ^'"^'^^^tions  very  refemblant  to  v^^hat  we  read  here  concern-r 
75s)  6f<r.     ing  Raphael  and  Jfmodeus  :    (s)  Ifaw  an  Jngel  come  down 
V°^  ...  from  Heaven,  having  the  Key  of  the   bottomlefs   Pit.,  and  a 
to  rtelnd"*  i^^^^  Chain  in  his  Hand,  and  he  laid  hold  on  the  Dragon, 
pf  2  Chron.  the  old  Serpent,  which   is  the  Devil  and  Satatj,  and  bound 
i^^y^  him  a  Thoufand  Years,   and  caji  him  into  the  bottomlefs  Pit, 
findjhut  him  up,  and  fet  a  Seal  upon  him,  that  he  Jhould  de-r 
ceive  the  Nations  no  more :     And  that  this  good  Angel,  per- 
fonating  an  IJraelite,  and  (t)  calling  himfelf  Azarias,  the  Son 
pf  Ananias,  was  not  guilty  of  any  Lye  or  Prevarication,  is 
plain  from  Cafes  of  the  like  Nature.     For,  as  the  Pi6ture  is 
ilfually  called  by  the  Perfon   it  reprefents,   and  he,   who  in 
Tragedy  afts  the  Part  of  Cato,  does,  for  that  Time,  go  under 
his  Name ;  fo  Raphael,  being  fent  by  God  in  the  Form  and 
Appearance  of  a  Young-Man,  was,  in  (hat  Capacity,  to  aft 
|md  fpeak  as  if  he  had  been  fuch.  Nor  was  there  any  Falla- 
cy in  his  afluming  the  Name  of  Jzarias,  which  fignifies 
God's  Help,  or  Affijiance,  fmce  he  was  manifeftly   fent  for 
this  very  Purpofe,  that  he  might  be  a  Guide  and  Affiftance 
tp  Tobias  in  his  Journey,  and  therefore  very  prudently  con- 
pealed  his  Quality  of  an  Angel,  that  he  might  more  conve- 
niently pxecute  his  Commiffion.     So  that  hitherto  there  is 
no  Incongruity  in  the  whole  Narration,  if  we  can  but  have 
ft  farther  Account,  why  [u]  the  Smoke  of  the  Fifh's  Liver 
and  Heart  fhould  be  qf  any  Efficacy  to  put  the  evil  Spirit  to 
iiight. 

Those,  who  are  pf  Opinion,  (x)  thzt  Demons,  or  evil 
Angels,  were  invefted  with  certain  material  Forms,  wherein 
they  fnufF'd  up  the  Perfumes,  and  feafled  themfelves  upon 
the  Odours  of  the  Incenfe  and  Sacrifices,  that  were  ofFer'd 
%Q  them,  have  an  eafy  Way  of  folving  this  Difficulty,  by 
fuppofing  that  the  Smell  of  the  burnt  Heart  and  Liver  of  the 
Fi(h  was  offenfive  to  Afmodeus,  even  as  they  pretend,  (j) 
that  i|i  fome  Herbs,  Plants,  Stones^  and  other  natural  Things, 
there  is  a  certain  Virtue  to  (Irive  away  Demons,  and  to  hin- 
<Jer  them  from  coming  into  fuch  a  determinate  Place.  The 
Chaldeans,  among  whom  the  Book  of  Tobit  was  vy^rote,  and 
the  Ifraelites,  for  whofe  Ufe   and  Inftru£tion  it  was  wrote, 

might  both  be  of  this   Opinion  : That  Demons,  as 

not  abfolutely  divefted  of  all  Matter,  were  capable  of  the 

fame 

WRev.  XX.  I,  ^c'  [t)  Tobit,  v.  12.  («)  Tobit 

Viii.  2.  \x)  Porphyr.  deAbllin.  lib.  ii.        (y)  Or;>^». cont. 

^elA  lib.  yiij,  ■  -        ^       * 


Chap.  IV.   from  the  Building  of  the  Ttm^h^^c.       281 

fame  Senfations  and  Impreflions,  that  belong'd  to  corporeal    a.  m. 
Subftances  ;  and  therefore,  in  Accommodation  to  the  vul-3^4^>  S"^. 
gar  Idea,  and  Prejudice  of  the  People,  the   Author  of  this7"8'§"^* 
Hiftory  might  exprefs  himfelf,  as  tho'  the  Expulfion  of  this      From' 
evil  Spirit  was  efFedted  by  a  natural  Caufe,   the  Smoke  of  the '  ^'"6=  ^iii. 
Fijh,  even  tho',  at  the  fame  Time,  he  fufficiently  intimates, of  l  cbr'on. 
that  it  vfzs  by  a  Divine  Power  that  it  came  to  pafs,  becaufe  'syyr\^ 
we  find  the  Angel  thus  enjoining  Tobit^  (z)  JVhen  thou  Jh alt 
come  to  thy  Wife  Sara,  rife    up  both   of  yoUj  and  pray  to 
Gody  who  is  merciful,  who  will  pity  you,  and  fave you. 

Upon  the  contrary  Suppofition,  viz.  that  this  Demon  was 
a  Being  incorperealy  (and  this  is  the  Suppofition,  concerning 
the  angelical  Nature,  which  generally  prevails)  we  may 
fafely  conclude,  that  the  Smoke  of  the  Fifh'i  Entrails  could 
have  no  direct  and  phyfical  EfFe6t  upon  him ;  that  his  fleeing 
away  therefore  was  occafion'd  by  a  fupernatural  Power,  in 
the  Exercife  of  which,  the  Angel,  appointed  to  attend  Tobity 
was  the  principal  Inftrument;  [a)  that  he  order'd  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Fifh's  Entrails,  as  a  Sign,  when  the  evil  Spirit, 
by  his  fuperior  Power,  fhould  be  chas'd  away ;  or  in  the 
fame  Senfe,  that  our  blcfl'ed  Saviour  fpread  Clay  upon  the 
Eyes  of  the  Man,  that  was  born  blind,  and  order'd  him  to 
wafh  in  the  Pool  of  Siloah,  viz.  not  as  the  Caufe,  but  the 
Proof,  of  his  Cure;  and  that  he  fent  him  away  {b)  into  the 
uttermofl  Parts  of  Egypt,  /.  e.  into  the  Deferts  of  the  Up- 
per Egypt,  becaufe  our  Saviour  intimates,  that  fuch  is  the 
ufual  Habitation  of  evil  Spirits,  when  he  reprefents  them, 
(f)  as  walking  through  dry  Places,  feeking  Refi,  and  finding 
none. 

However  this  be,  we  cannot  hold  ourfelves  concern'd 
for  the  Vindication  of  every  Expreflion  in  a  Book,  which 
our  Church  has  not  thought  fit  to  receive  into  her  Canon  of 
Scripture.  'Tis  fufficient  for  our  prefent  Purpofe,  that  the 
hiflorical  Ground-Plot  of  it  be  true,  whatever  may  be  faid  as 
to  fome  particular  PafTage  in  it,  and  tho'  its  figurative  and 
poetical  Stile,  as  well  as  near  Conformity  to  the  Theology 
then  in  Vogue,  may  give  fome  Umbrage  to  a  Reader,  that 
will  not  be  fo  candid,  as  to  think  with  St.  ferom  (d),  Multa 
in  Scripturis  fanSfis  dicuntur  juxta  Opinionem  illius  Tem- 
poris,  6f  non  juxta  quod  Rei  Veritas  continebat. 

Whether 

(«)  Tobit  vi.  17.  [a)  5<7ar/«'s  Differt.   fur   le  Demon 

Afmodee.  {b)  Tobit  viii.  3.  [c)  Matth.  xii.  43. 

{d)  Jerom,  in  Jerem.  c.  xxviii, 


282  The  Wfiory  of  the  B  I  B  L  E,     Book  VI. 

A.  M.         Whether  the  Book  of  the  Law^  which    Hilkiah  the 
3H6,^'^^j^  High-Prieft   found  in  the   Houfe  of  the  Lord,  in  the  Time 
"g  ^c.   of  Jofiah    King  of  "Judah,  confifted    of  the  whole  Penta- 
TromiK'mp  teuch,  or  only  of  that  Part  of  it,  which  is  called  Deuterono- 
viii.  to  the  ^„^  j  gnd  whether  it  was  the  authentick  Copy,  which  Mofes 
chron  ^      committed  to  the  Prieft's   Cuftody,  or  only    fome  antient 
^'"V-NJ  Manufcript   kept  in  the  Temple  for  the  publick  Ufe,  viz. 
That  the      for  thc  King  to  read  to  the  People  once  every  feven  Years, 
"^Mi!-  r^"^  °^  ^"^^  ^^^  Priefls  to  confult  upon  any  emergent  Difficulty,  is 
^ourd,  was  a  Matter  of  fome  Debate  among  the  Learned.     The  Tefti- 
the  authen-  mony  of  the  Author  of  the  Book  of  Chronicles  feems  how- 
ticu  C£>/>ji  cf  gygj.  J.Q  determine  the  iVIatter,  when  he  alTures  us,  that  the 
Book   of  the  Law,  which  Hilkiah   found,  was    that,  [e) 
which  was  given  by  the  Hand  of  Mofcs,  and  confequently, 
the  whole  Pentateuch,  which,  by  his  Command,  was  repo- 
fited  (f)  in  the  Side  of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant. 
»«.  >  T  cK       It   is  prefum'd  indeed,  that  Jofiah's  three  PredecefTors, 
hacl  pen  the  Jihoz,   Manajjeh,  and  Ammon,  as  not  content  to  be  impious 
ha-w  bffore.  thcmfclves,  and  to  inftigate  their   SubjeSfs  to  Idolatry,  had 
made  it  their  Bufmefs  to  burn  and  deftroy  all  the  Copies  of  the 
Law,  that  they  could  any  where  meet  with,  fo  that  there 
was  not  fo   much  as  one  left  for  the   King's  Ufej  and  that 
this  was  the  Reafon  of  his  difcovering  fo  great  a  Surprize  at 
his  hearing  the  Comminations  read,  becaufe  he  had  never  per- 
haps feen  any   fuch  Volume   before.     It  muft  be  acknow- 
ledg'd  indeed,  that  Difufe    often  cancels  the  mod  excellent 
Laws,  and^  from  Jofiah' s  Surprize,  we  have  Room  to  fuf- 
pe6l,  that  he  had  not  as  yet'tranfcrib'd  a  Copy  cf  the  Law 
with  his  own  Hand,  and  had  probably  for  fome  Time  neg- 
lc£led  the  reading   itpublickly,   [g]  every  feventh  Tear,  ac- 
cording to  the  Command.     But,  that  he  had  never  feen  fuch 
a  Tranfcripc  of  it  before  this  Time,  we  can  hardly  believe, 
becaufe  it  is  not  conceivable,  how  he  could  fo  early  apply 
himfelf  to  the  Service  of  God,  even    in  Oppofition  to  the 
Corruptions  of  thc  Times;  how   he  could  begin  the  Refor- 
mation of  Religion,  the  JboUfomeut  of  Idolatry   and  Super- 
ftition,  and  the  Eftablifhment  of  fo  many  wholfome  Ordi- 
nances for  the  Divine  Worfhip,  without  tJie  Affiftance  and 
Dire6tion  of  tliis  Book. 

In  this  very  Year,  we  are  told,  that  fuch  a  Paflbver  was 
folemnizM,  (/>)  as  had  not  been  kept,  from  the  Days  of  Sa- 
muel the  Prophet,  nor  among  all  the  Kings    of  Ifrael ;  but 

how 

[c]  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  14.  (/}  Deut.  xxxi.  26.  [g)  Ibid, 
vcr.  10.   II.  {J.j)  z  Chron.  XXXV.  18. 
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how  the  Priefts  could  have  obferv'd  all  the  Rites  and  Cere-    a    m. 
monies  belonging  to  it,  (which  are  not  a  few)  if  every  pre-  ]^\^,/chri 
fcribed  Form  of  it  had  been  loft,  we  cannot  conceive;  fince  758,  &c. 
Copies  of  the  Book,  which  was  now  found  in  the  Temple,    ^''^^  ... 
could  not  be  made  and  tranfcrib'd  Time    enough,  for  their  [„  t'hTEnd* 
Inftrudlion  in  thefe  Particulars.  af  2  Chron, 

In  the  Reigns  of  Jehofiapbat,  and  Hezekiah,  Copies  of  v^-OTNo 
tlie  Law  (i)  were  common  enough,  and  in   the  Reigns  ^^^^f\''p^i^n 
their  wicked  Succeflbrs,  the  facred  Hiftory  makes  no  men-  refokcd  at 
tion  of  their  being  burnt  or  deftroy'd.     The  "Jewijh  VioQiox^  finding  it, 
indeed  tell   us,  that  Manajfeh   blotted  the  facred  Name   of 
Jehovah  out  of  all  the  Books  that  he  could  find ;  but  they 
no  where  report,  that  he  utterly  abolifh'd  them  ;  And  there- 
fore we  may  conclude,  that  the  People,  at  this  Time,  had 
feveral  Copies  of  the  Law  among  them,  tho'  fome  of  them 
perhaps  imperfed  and   corrupt ;   and  that  the   High-Prieft 
might  rejoice,  when  he  had  found  the  Original,  becaufe  by 
it  all  the  other  Copies  might   be  corrected  ;  and    rejoice  the  (fcs 

more,  that  he  had  found  it  at  a  Time,  when  the  King  was 
<^oino-  to  make  a  Reformation  in  Religion,  which  he  could 
not  but  look  upon  as  a  very  remarkable  Providence. 

The  four  Evangelijis,  who  have  recorded  the  Subftance-j^"^  '^^^ 
of  the  Chriftian   Religion,  we  have  by  us,  and  may  read  y;/,.^5,Vi  at 
therein  every  Day ;  and  yet,  who  can    fay,  but  that  fome  it. 
remarkable  Paflage  may  perchance  efcape  his  Obfervation  ? 
{k)  But  now,  if,  by  fome  lucky  Accident,  we  fliould  hap- 
pen  to  find  the  Original    of   St.    Matthew,  or    St.  John, 
who  can  doubt,  but  that  ive  (hould  both  read  and  liften  to  it 
with  more  Ser'oufnefs  and  Attention,  than   we  now  do  to 
the  fame  Books,  that  are  every  Day  in  our  Hands  ?  And,  in 
like  Manner,  we  may  fay,  that  it  was  the  great  Reverence, 
which  yofiah  bore  to  the  original  Book  of  Mofes,  as  well 
as  the  feafonable  and  remarkable  finding  it  at  this  Time,  that 
awakened,  and  quickened,  him  to  a  more  attentive  Confide- 
ration  of  all  the  Pafiages  contain'd   in   it,  than  ever  he  had 
known  before,  either  in  his  reading,  or  hearing  the  ordinary 
Copies  of  the  Law. 

MANASSEH  was  certainly,  in  the  former  Part  of //7-;r  the 
his  Reign,  a  very  impious  Prince.     The  Scripture  fcems  to^'"S.^/"'f ^ 
imply,  that,  till  his  Miferies  had  re61:ified  his   Notions,  (I)  y^^i  ^^vcc  fa 
he  did  not  believe  at  all  in  the  God  of  Ifrael,  nor  in  the  Hif-  prone  ro  Ida- 
tory  of  his  Fore-Fathers  j  but  he  is  not  the  only  Son,  that  ''•"'i'' 

has 

(/)  Chap,  xvli,  9.  {I)  C^/wf/'s  Commentary  on  z  Kings 

xxii.  8.  (I)  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  13. 
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A.  M.     has  degenerated  from  the  good  Example  of  a  pious  Father, 
3-+^»  ®'/;  neither  were  his  Subjefts  the  only  People,  that,  even  in  the 
"'8   6ff. '  grofTeft  Irreligion  and  Profanenefs,  have  imitated  the  Exam- 
From      pie  of  their  Prince.     The  Wonder  is,  how  both  Prince  and 
I  Kings  vm.pgQpjg  {jgcame,  upon  every  Occafion,  fo  prone  to  fall  from 
•f  2  Chicn.^^s  Religion  of  their  Anceflors  into  Idolatry,  notwithftand- 
o^W/  ing  the   frequent  Remonftrances  on  God's  Part  to  the  con- 
trary ?  Now,  to  this  Purpofe  it  may  be  obferv'd,  {m)  that, 
in  the  whole  Compafs  of  the  Law,  there  is  no  exprefs  Reve- 
lation made   of  a  future  Life ;    that  the  Hints,  which  arc 
given  of  it,  are  too  ohfcure  for  every  common  Reader  right- 
ly to  interpret ;  and  that  this  Obfcurity  might  be  a  Means  of 
throwing  the  antient  Ifraelites  into  idolatrous  Pradtices.  For, 
as  they  had  no  certain  Hopes  of  another  Life  to  rely  on,  they 
could  not  fee  neighbouring  Nations  in  a  more  flourifliing  Con- 
dition, without  Tome  Uneafinefs  and  Perturbation  of  Mind  ; 
and  from  hence,  by  Degrees,  they  might  fall  into  this  Opini- 
on,  That  the  Gods  of  thefe  Nations  mufl  needs  be  more 

^  mighty,  and  powerful,  than  the  God  of  Ifrael,  fmce   their 

Worfhippers  were  manifeftly  more  profperous ;  and  from 
hence  they  were  induced  to  forfake  the  God  of  their  Ancef- 
tors,  and  to  worfliip  the  Gods  of  the  Heathen. 

It  may  be  obferv'd  farther,  that  the  Difficulty  of  keeping 
the  Mofatck  Law^  efpecially  in  what  related  to  its  Rites  and 
Ceremonies,  was  very  great,  and  the  Profit,  which  refulted 
from  thence,  no  ways  comparable  to  the  Trouble,  which  it 
occafion'd ;  and  from  thence  they  might  be  tempted  to 
fliake  off  («)  a  Yoke,  which  neither  they,  nor  their  Fore' 
Fathers  were  able  to  bear,  and  betake  themfelves  to  the  Ob- 
ferv^nce  of  other  Laws,  more  eafy  and  commodious  in 
themfelves,  and  fuch  as  were  productive  of  much  more  Be- 
nefit and  Profperity  to  the  Obfervers  of  them.  Nor  fhould 
it  be  forgotten,  that,  as  a  great  Part  of  the  Revenues  of  Pa- 
lejiine,  according  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  Mofaick  Law^ 
fell  to  the  Lot  of  the  Priejls  and  Levites,  the  Laity,  upon 
every  Occafion,  might  grow  weary  of  paying  fo  much  j  and 
thereupon  be  inclin'd  to  any  Innovation  in  Religion,  that 
fhould  offer  itfelf,  if  it  could  but  be  fupported  at  an  eafier 
Expence.  And  accordingly  we  may  obferve,  that,  in  the 
wicked  Reigns  of  Aha%  and  ManaJJeh,  when  the  Temple 
was  either  quite  (hut  up,  or  converted  to  idolatrous  Pur- 
pofes,  the  Payment  of  Tithes  and  Oblations  was  fufpended, 

('which 

(m)  Le  Clerc's  Commentary  on  2  Kings  xxi.  1 1.     C"J  ^^s 

XV,  lO. 
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(which  might  be  a  great  Gratification  to  the  People)  until,  in    A.  M. 
the  Reigns'of  Hezekiab  and  Joftah,  they  were  again  reftor'd  £;»^^'^^^J- 
to  the  Minifters  of  God.    Thefe,  and  fuch  Reafons  as  thefe,  738^  &f  J.'  ' 
might  make  the  antient  Hebrews  fo  unfettled  in  their  Obe-     From 
dience  to  the  Law  of  Mofes,  until  the  Time,  that  a  clearer  J^^J^Jf^^^'* 
and  more  perfe6l  Revelation  of  a  future  Life  extended  their  of  2  chron. 
Views  and  Hopes  above  the  Things  of  this  World,  and  made  V^V^ 
them  more  conftant  and  immoveable  (as  the  Author  to  the 
Hebrews  {o)  bears  them  Teftimony)  in  the  Worfliip  of  the 
true  God. 

J  O  S  I A  H  may  be  thought  by  fome  to  have  follow'd  'That  jofiah 
the  Didlates  of  his  Zeal  a  little  too   far,  in  deftroying  the^'^'^" -^'^.^' 
Images,  and  Altars,  and  other  Monuments   of  Idolatry ^  ^^'f^ffgj^atlon 
the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael^  where  he  had  neither  any  regal  novinta  tke 
judicial  Authority:  But  it  ftiould  be  remember'd,  that  his^'"^'^''"'"/ 
Authority  in  this  Regard  was  founded  upon  an  antient  Pre-  "^  * 
didlion,  (/>)  where  he  is  particularly  nam'd,  and  appointed 
to    this  Work   of  Reformation  by   God  himfelf,  and  that, 
confequently,  he  could  not  be  guilty  of  an  Infringement  up- 
on another's  Right,  even  though  he  had  no  farther  Com- 
miffion.     But  the   ten  Tribes,  we   are  to  confider,  being 
row  gone  into  Captivity,  the  antient  Right,  which  Davidy 
and  his  Pofterity,  had  to  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Ifrael  (be- 
fore it  was  difmember'd    by  feroboam^  and  his  SuccefTors) 
devolv'd  upon  JoftaL     The  People,  who  efcap'd  the  Cap- 
iivity,  were  united  with    his  Subjedls,  and  put  themfelves 
under  his  Protection.     They  came  to  the  Worfhip  of  God 
at  ferufalem^  and  did  doubtlefs  gladly  comply  with  his  Ex- 
tirpation of  Idolatry ;  at  which  the  Cuthites,  the  new  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Country,  who  worfhipp'd  their  Gods  in  ano- 
ther Manner,  were  not  at  all  offended. 

The  Kings  of  Affyria,  'tis  true,  were  the  Lords,  and 
Conquerors,  of  the  Country  ;  but,  from  the  Time  of  Ma- 
naffeh's  Reftoration,  they  feem  to  have  conferr'd  upon  the 
Kings  of  Judah  (who  might  thereupon  become  their  Ho- 
magers) a  Sovereignty  in  all  the  Land  of  Canaan,  to  the 
fame  Extent,  wherein  it  was  held  by  David  and  Solomon^ 
before  it  was  divided  into  two  Kingdoms.  So  that  fofiah, 
upon  fundry  Pretenfions,  had  fufficient  Power  and  Authority 
to  vifit  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael.,  and  to  purge  it  from  Idola- 
try, as  well  as  his  own. 

And  this,  by  the  bye,  fuggefts  the  Reafon,  why  ^^tjVhy  be  0^. 
good  King  was  fo  very  ftrenuous  in  oppofing  the  King  of/^^V  the 

(0)  Chap,  xi,  35,  ^c,  (p)  I  Kings  xiii.  2. 
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A.  M^     Egypt,  when  he  demanded  a  Paflage  through  his  Country* 
^^,1  Chrif!  C?)  H^  was  now,  as  we  faid,  an  Homager,  and  Ally,  to  the 
758,  &c. '  King  of  Babylon,  and  under  a  ftridl  Oath  to  adhere  to  him 
From  iKingsagainft  all  his  Enemies,  efpecially  againft  the  Egyptians,  and 
Ehd  'of  ^     ^°  defend  the  Land  of  Canaan   (which  was  one  Barrier  of 
a  Chron.      the  Empire)  againft  their  Invafions ;  and,   being  under  fuch 
L/*VNJan  Obligation  to   his  fovereign  Paramount,   he  could  not 
permit    his  Enemy  to  pafs   thro'  his  Country,   in  order  to 
make  War  upon  him,  and  not  oppofe  him,  without  incur- 
ring a  Breach  of  his  Oath,   and  a  Violation  of  that  Fidelity, 
which,  in  the  Name  of  his  God,   he  had  fworn  to  the  King 
of  Babylon  j  and  this  was  a  Thing,  which  fo  good  and  juft 
a  Man,  as  Jojiah  was,  could  not  but  deteft. 
ylnd  that  he     ^T  was  the  Senfe  of  his  Duty  therefore,  and  not  any  Rafli- 
did  not  difo-nds  of  Temper,  or  Oppofition   to  the  Divine  Will,  that 
'blr^"^       engag'd  Jofiah  in  this  War  with  the  King  of  Egypt.     The 
King  of  Egypt  indeed  fent  to  him  to  acquaint  him,  that  {r) 
God  was  with  him,  and  that  therefore  oppofmg  him,  would 
be  fighting  againjl  God :  But  Jojiah  knew  very  well,  that 
he  was  an  Heathen  Prince,  who  had  no  Knowledge  of  the 
Lord  Jehovah,  nor  had  ever  confulted  his  Oracles  or  Pro- 
phets, and  had  therefore  fufficient  Reafon  to  believe,  that  by 
the  God,  who,  as  he  pretended,  had  fent  him  upon  this  Ex- 
pedition, he  intended  no  other,  than  the  falfe  Egyptian  God, 
whom  he  ferv'd,  but  whom  the  King  of  Judah  had  no  Rea- 
fon to  regard. 

The  Truth  is,  whenever  the  Word  God  occurs  in  this 
Meflage  from  Necho  to  Jojiah,  it  is  not  exprefs'd  in  the 
Hebrew  Original  by  the  Word  Jehovah,  which  is  the  pro- 
per Name  of  the  true  God,  but  by  the  Word  Elohim,  which, 
being  in  the  plural  Number,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  falfe 
Gods  of  the  Heathens,  (and  is  the  very  Word  that  is  us'^d 
to  denote  them,  whenever  they  are  fpoken  of)  as  well  as  the 
true  God.  But  even  fuppofe  that  Necho,  in  his  Embafly  to 
Jofiah,  had  made  ufe  of  the  proper  Name  of  the  true  God  ; 
yet  was  not  Jofiah  therefore  bound  to  believe  him,  becaufe 
We  find  Sennacherib,  when  he  catne  up  againft  Judah,  fend- 
ing Hezekiah  Word,  (s)  that  the  Lord  (Jehovah  in  the 
Hebrew)  had  ordered  him  to  go  up  againft  the  Land,  and  . 
deftroy  it ;  and  yet,  it  is  certain,  that  Sennacherib,  in  fo 
pretending,  ly'd  to  Hezekiah;  and  why  might  not  Jofiah 
have  as  good  Reafon  to  conclude,  that  Necho,  in  the  fame 

Pretence, 

(q)  Prideaux's  Conneftion,  Anno  610.  {rj  2  Chron, 

XXXV.  21.  (sj  z  Kings  xviii.  25. 
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Pretence,  might  have  ly'd  likewife?  Necho  however,    in  his    A-  M. 
Meflage,  by  ufing  the  Word  Elohim,  gave  Jofah  to  under- ^^^'J'j.j^^J; 
ftand,  that,   by  the  falfe  Gods  of  Egypt^  he  was  fent  updnyjsi  &c.  * 


From 


that  Expedition^  and  therefore  Jofiah  could  not  be  liable  to  ^  ^. 

any  Blame,  for  not  hearkening  to  the  Words  which  came '^  ^f^f  ^"j 

from  them.  of  2  Chron. 

His  Death  indeed  was  fudden  and  immature  :  He  fell  in  ^^-/'Wj 
Battle  againft  the  Egyptians ;  and  yet  he  may  be  faid  to  have  J'''?^.^^^'"^^ 
gone  to  his  Grave  in  Peace^  becaufe  he   was  recalled  from  ,„  peace. 
Life,  whilft  his  Kingdom   was  in  a  profperous  Condition,  ^^o' ^«  w^* 
before  the  Calamities,  wherewith  it  was  threatened,  wete-^JJ"'*^"^' 
come  upon  it,  and  whilft  himfelf  was  in  Peace  and  Recon- 
ciliation with  God.     Thus,  when  (t)  The  Righteous  are  ta- 
ken away  from  the  Evil  to  come,  though  (u)  in  the  Sight  of 
the  Unwife  they  feemed  to  die,  and  their  Departure  is  taken 
for  Mifery  j  yet,    in   what   Manner  foever  their   Exit  be, 
they  may  well  be  faid  to  die  in  Peace,  who,  after  their  Dif- 
folution  here,  {x)  are  numbered  among  the  Children  of  God, 
and  their  Lot  is  among  the  Saints. 

(y)  TRULT  the  Light  is  fweet,  and  a  plea  font  Thing  ^yUezs. 
it  is,  for  the  Eyes  to  behold  the  Sun.  fays  the  wife  Preacher.  '"^'*  "^"j 

rr-ii       T  r  r  -r      •  1  i  •  T^  concerned  at 

The  Love  of  Lire  is  natural  to  us,  and  in  our  very  rrzme  hisaj>proacb. 
and  Conftitution  is  implanted  the  Fear  of  Death  j  fo  that  itifgO^aih. 
requires  no  fmall  Compafs  of  Thought,  and  ferious  Confi- 
deration,  to  receive  the  Sentence  of  our  DifTolution  with  a 
proper  Compofure  of  Mind.  The  common  Excufe  of  hu- 
man Infirmity  might  therefore  apologize  for  Uezekiah's 
Condud,  had  we  nothing  more  to  fay  in  his  Behalf;  but 
this  is  far  from  being  all. 

Th  e  Meflage,  which  God  fent  him  by  the  Prophet  Ifai- 
ah,  was,  that  he  Jhould  die,  i.  e.  that  his  Diftemper,  ac- 
cording to  the  natural  Courfe  of  Things,  was  mortal,  and 
above  the  Power  of  human  Art  to  cure.  But  this  Denun- 
ciation was  not  abfolute  and  irreverfible.  It  imply'd  a  tacit 
Condition,  even  as  did  Jonah's  Prediction  of  the  DeftrucSlion 
of  Nineveh,  which  the  Repentance  of  its  Inhabitants  pre- 
vented, as  Hezekiah's  Humiliation  retarded  the  Time  of 
his  Death.  At  this  Time,  however,  he  was  no  more  than 
nine  and  thirty  Years  old,  nor  had  he  as  yet  any  Son ;  for 
Manaffeh  was  not  born,  till  three  Years  after  his  Illnefs. 
The  AJfyrians  too  were  now  making  great  Preparations  to 
invade  his  Kingdom  j  for  his  Sicknefs  was  prior  to  their  In- 

vafion, 

(/)  Ifaiah  Ivii.  i.  (u)  Wifd.  iii.  2.  {x)  Ibid.  v.  5. 

(y)  Ecdef.  xi.  7. 
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A.  M.    vafion,  though,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Hlftory,  it  is  placed 
3146,  &c.  iiiynediatcly  after  it.     Putting  all  thefe  Confiderations  toge* 
"g"  ^^    '  ther  then,  the  King  had  funury  Rtafons,  befides  the  natural 
From      Averfion  which   all   Men  have  to  Death,  to  be  concern'd 
'^'"S!,''''' at  its  Approach,  and  to  defire  a  Prolongation  of  his  Life, 
of  2  Chron.      L  B  N  G  T H  of  DaySi  and  a   peaceful   Enjoyment  of 
^>^YX.'  old  Age,  was  a  Promife  wiiich  God  had  made  to  his  faith- 
ful Servants,  and  the  Reward  that  he  ufually  paid  them  in 
Hand  ;  (7.)   and   therefore  He-zekiah  was  apt  to  look  upon 
himfelf     as  under  the  Difplcafure  of  God,  for  his  being  io 
haflily  fummon'd  away,  and   this  premature  Death  of  his, 
as  a  kind  of  Token  of  his  final  Reprobation.     In  himfelf  he 
faw  the  Royal  Family  of  David  extintl,  and  all  the  Hopes 
of  having  the    Mijfiah  born   of  his  Race  become  abortive* 
He  faw  the  Storm   that  was  gathering,  and  threatening  his 
Country  with  Defolation,  while   there  was  none  of  his  Fa* 
mily  to  fucceed  in  his  Throne,  and  all  Things  were  in  Dan* 
ger  of  running  into  Anarchy  and  Confufion :  And  therefore, 
having   this   Profpedt   before  his  Eyes,  he  might  Well  melt 
into  Tears,  at  the  Apprehenfions  of  his  approaching  Death, 
which    would    extinguilh   all   his  Hopes,  and  confummate 
all  his  Fears,    in   making  him   go  down  childlefs  to  the 
Grave. 
WhathUDi-      What  his  Diftemper  was,  the  Scripture  has  no  where 
/irw/>fr w^i, gxprefsly  told  us:  The  original^ 0x6.  denotes  an  hifiamtna-^ 
tain""^'     ^^°^  >  ^"^  what  Kind  of  Inflammation  it  was,  or  what  Part 
of  the  Body   it  afFedted,  we  have  no  Intimation  given  us  J 
And   therefore,  being  thus   left  to  conjecture,  fome  have 
thought  it  an  Impojlhume  ;  others,  a  Plague- Sore  \  and  o- 
thers,  a  Squinancy ;  being  all  led  in  their  Opinions,  by  what 
{a)  the  Naturalijis  have  told  us  of  the  Virtue  of  the  Medi- 
cine, that  was  here  apply'd  for  Cure,  viz.  that  FigSf  in  a 
DecoSfion,  are  good  to  difperfe  any  Inflammation  about  the 
Glands,  by  gargling  the  Throat ;  and  that,  in  a  Cataplafm, 
they  wonderfully  foften,  and  ripen,  any  hard  Tumour.  But, 
whatever  the  Quality  of  the  Medicine  might  be,  that  there 
was  a  Divine  Interpofition  in  the  whole  AfFair  is  evident, 
both  from   the  Speedinefs  of  the  Cure,  and  the  Nature  of 
the  Sign,  which  God  gave  Hezekiah,  in  order  to  convince 
him  of  it. 
7hefirji  In-      SoME  vcfy  confiderable  Writers  would  endeavour  fo  per- 
'ventors  of    fuadc  US,  that,  before  the  Bahylonilh  Captivity,  the  'Jews  had 
Chronome-  '  *,« 

t«,.  ^"^ 

(2)  Le  Clerc\  Commentary  on  2  Kings  xx.  f.  (a)  tHo/- 

ttr. lib.  i.  c.  1 83.    Plitifff  lib.  xxiii.  e.  7* 
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no  Inftruments,  whereby  to  meafure  Time,  nor  any  Terms  a.  m. 
in  their 'Language,  whereby  to  denote  the  dillinil  Gradati-  3-46,  &c. 
on  of  it ;  which,  were  it  true,  would  effectually  deitroy  all  "'g^  ^^[ 
that  the  Scripture  relates,  both  concerning  this  Sun- Dial,  From 
which  Ahaz  fet  up,  and  the  famous  Miracle  which  was  '  K.mgs  viii 
wrought  upon  it  :  But  who  the  firfl:  Inventors  of  fuch  horo- ^f  jchrai 
/(7f/ra7  Inftruments  were,  'tis  not  fo  eafy  a  Matter  to  deter-  ^-'''y'^s* 
mine. 

(b)  The  Egyptians,  who  always  lov'd  to  magnify  the 
Glory  of  their  Nation,  and  to  lay  Claim  to  the  Invention  of 
every  learned  Science,  or  curious  Art,  pretend,  that  Ma- 
chines of  this  Kind  were  in  Ufe  among  them,  many  Years, 
before  they  appear'd  in  other  Nations.  To  this  Purpofe, 
(c)  their  Hiftorians  have  obferv'd,  that,  in  Acantha,  a  Town 
fituate  on  the  Nile,  there  was,  every  Day,  a  large  Veflel 
filled  with  Water,  which,  as  it  funk  gradually  by  running 
out  at  a  fmall  Paffage,  dlftinguiftied  the  feveral  Hours  of  the 
Day  ;  and  that  all  the  Clepfydrcs,  or  JVater  Hour-GlaJfeSy 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  were  afterwards  form'd  up- 
on this  Model. 

The  Babylonians  were  a  People  well  vers'd  in  all  Parts  Fcto  Aiiaz 
of  Ajhonomy,  and  it  was  from  them  ('as  Herodotus  {d)  ob-  >^''g'^t  "'"f 
ferves)  that  the  Greeks  had  the  Pole  and  the  Gnomon,  and'l-^'^  '"' 
the  twelve  Parts  of  the  Day.  For,  Ana.'-umander,  (whom 
Pliny,  by  Miftake,  calls  Jnaximenes)  who  firft  taught  them 
to  diftinguifti  Time,  travelled  into  Chaldea  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  Knowledge,  and  from  thence  brought  away  this 
ufeful  Invention.  Anaximander  indeed  is  faid  to  have  flou- 
rifti'd  about  two  hundred  Years  after  this  ;  but,  as  the 
Scripture  informs  us,  that  there  was  a  good  Deal  of  Intima- 
cy between  Tiglath-pilefer  King  of  AJfyria,  and  Aha-z.  King 
of  Judah,  'tis  not  improbable,  that,  as  he  was  taken  with 
the  Figure  of  ?i  Jirange  Altar,  when  he  went  to  vifit  that 
Prince  at  Damafcus,  he  might  then  likewife  fee  fome  of  the 
Sun-Dials  (for  Sun-Dials  might  be  common  in  Chaldea, 
though  not  in  other  Countries)  which  Tiglath-pilefer  was 
accuftom'd  to  carry  along  with  him,  for  the  Menfurati- 
on  of  Time  wherever  he  went ;  and,  being  highly  delighted 
with  fo  curious  and  ufeful  an  Invention,  might  either  have 


(b)Y\A.UJher  aA  k.  M.  3291.  &  Jaquelot,  DilTert.  i.  fur 
TExift.  de  Dicu,  c.  16.  (c)  Herod,  lib.  i.  &  ^trabo,  lib.  ii. 

c.  109.  (d)  Lib.  ii.  p.  "j^i. 

Vol.  IV  T 
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A.  M.     one  made  on  the  Spot,  or  take  the  Model  of  one,  to  be 
Ari  cSf    ^^'^^  ^^  Jerufalem,  and  fet  up  in  his  Royal  Palace'. 
758]  fcfc. '       It  is  no  eafy  Matter  to  determine  of  what  Form  the  Sun- 

From  Dial  was,  but,/f)  if  we  may  be  allow'd  to  gather  any  Thing 
JolhTE'nd'  ^"'■°'"  .^'''^  Signification  of  the  Word  Mahal,  ('which  is  always 
of  2  Chron  "s'd  in  this  Narration)  we  may,  with  the  learned  Grotius 
V.^'-Y'N^  fuppofe,  that  it  was  not  horizontal,  (as  Sun-Dials  are  com- 

?C-r?4^.  "^°"'^  ^'""^^"^  ^"^  °^   ^    ^^'-^^^^    hemifpherical  Figure  *, 
•  (much  like  what  the  Greeks  call  c7x^(pr,)  and  that  therein  was 
a  Gnomon  of  feme  Kind  or  other,  which  caft  its  Shadow  up- 
on the  Lilies  engraven  in  its  Concavity. 

But  of  what  Make  foever  this  Dial  was,  we  have  Reafon 

Mna!h       *°  ^^^^^^'^'  t'^^t  ^J^e  ^^^^/^  of  its  Shadow  was  a  real  Miracle 

-wrought  up-  and  not  the  Effe<5i:  of  any  natural  Caufe,  viz.  the  Interpo- 

tn  it  -was.     fition  of  a  Cloud,  or  any  other  Meteor,  v/hich  might  divert 

the  Rays  of  the  Sun  to  another  Part  of  the  Dial,  for  fomc 

fmall  Space  of  Time. 

The  Account,  which  we  have  of  this  Event,  in  the  fe- 
cond  Book  of  Z/w^^,  makes  no  Mention  indeed  of  the  Sun's 
going  back,  but  only  of  the  Shadov/  uponV/?^  Dial;  but,  in 
the  Book  of  lfaiah'%  Prophecy,  wherein  we  have  this  Mira- 
cle more  minutely  related,  v/e  are  told  exprefsly,  that  (/) 
the  Sun  returned  ten  Degrees  ;  and  from  hence,  the  Opinion 
of  the  Antients,  both  Jezvs  and  Chrijlians,  has  been,  that 
the  Miracle  v/as  wrought,  not  upon  the  Shadow  *,  but  up- 
on 

(e)  Calmet\  Diflert.  fur  la  Retrogradation,  l^c. 

Other  Authors  are  of  an  Opinion  quite  contrary  to  this.— 
They  fuppofe,  that,  as  there  is  no  Mention  made  of  any  5a»- 
Dtah  in  all  the  Works  oi  Homer,  andthejfw/,  very  probable, 
knew  nothing  of  the  Divifion  of  the  Day  into  fo  many  Hours, 
till  after  theTime  of  the  Coptimty,  the  Invention  of  fuch  Machinet 
was  fubfcquent  to  He%ekiah\  Days  ;  and  therefore,  from  the 
Word  ai>a<Sa^i^^q  in  the  Septuaglnt,  which  may  properly  enough 
be  render'd  5/f/)j,  or  Stairs,  they  infer,  that  this  famous  C/6;o»o- 
metrott  of  King  Jhaz  was  nothing  but  a  Flight  of  Stairs,  leading 
up  to  the  Gate  of  the  Palace,  and  according  to  the  Projedion  of 
the  Sun,  mark'd  at  proper  Dillances  with  Figures,  denoting  the 
Divifion  of  the  Day,  and  not  any  regular  Piece  of  Dial- Work. 
Univerfal  Hillory,  lib.  i.  c.  7.  But  this  is  too  poor  a  Thing,  to 
be  recorded  in  Hiflory,  as  the  Invention,  or  Ereftion,  of  a  King, 
which  every  private  Perfon  might  have,  as  well  as  he. 

( f )  Ifaiah  xxxviii.  8. 

*  Thofe,  who  maintain  the  contrary  Opinion,  «z;/is.  That  the 
whole  Miracle  was  wrought  upon  the  Dial,  and  occafion'd  on- 
ly by  the  Reverfion  of  the  Sun's  Beams,  while  the  Sun  proceed- 
ed 
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on  the  Body  of  the  Sun ;  or  that  the  Sun,  (as  our  excellent     A.  M. 
Jrchbljhop  UJher  (g)  exprefles  it)  and  all  the  heavenly  Bodie  ]^^„f 'cf,[ft, 
went  back,  and  as  much  was  detra£fedfrom  the  next  Night ^   -^^^^  ^r. ' 
4is  was  added  to  this  Day.  ,  From  r  Kings 

Those,  who  embrace  the  k^m/ Philofophy,  which  places  ^'";  '°  ^^^ 
1    2  the  chion. 

ed  in  its  ordinary  .Courfe,  urge  in  its  Defence  : That  in 

2  Kings  XX.  9.  where  this  Miracle  is  recorded.  Mention  is  only 
made  of  the  Shado<w''s  going  back  ;  and  tho',  in  Ifaiuh  xxxviii. 
8.  the  Sun  is  /aid  to  return  ten  Degrees,  yet  to  put  the  Sun  for 
its  Beams  is  a  common  Mode  of  Speech  in  all  Languages.  That 
the  Divifion  of  the  Day  into  Hours  (upon  which  the  Invention 
of  all  Horofcopical  Inftruments  muft  depend)  was  of  later  Date 
than  this  :  That  Daniel  is  the  firft  Writer,  in  the  Old  Tejlament, 
who  makes  any  Mention  of  it,  and  that  there  is  no  Hebre'vj 
Word,  in  the  Compafs  of  the  whole  Language,  to  denote  it. 
As  therefore  the  Intent  of  this  Miracle  was,  rot  to  lengthen 
the  Day,  as  that  oijojhua'i,  but  purely  to/K/  back  the  Shadoiv 
upon  the  Sun -Dial,  this  might  have  well  enough  been  done,/a^ 
they,  by  the  fole  Refleftion  of  the  Sun's  Rays,  and  without  giv- 
ing any  Interruption  to  the  Courfe  of  Nature.     This  Interrupti- 
on, if  the  Recefs   and  Return  of  the  Sun  ^or  the  Earth  if  we 
pleafe)  was  gradual,  muft  have  occafion'd  great  Inconveniences 
to  Mankind  upon  Earth  ;  fince  if  the  Degrees  were  horary,  or 
Lines  of  an  Hour's  Diftance  upon  the  Dial-Plate,  (^as  we  now 
fpeak)  to  make  the  Sun  recede  ten  Hours,  and  after  that  re-ad- 
▼ance  ten  more,  this  would  have  been  to  prolong  that  Day  for 
twenty  Hours,  which,  in  hot   Regions,  would  be  enough  to 
fcorch  the  People  of  the  Hemifphere,  that  the  Sun  was  over, 
and,  in  colder  Climates,  when  it  happen'd  to  be  abfent  fo  long, 
to  freeze  the   Inhabitants  to  death.     On  the  other  Hand,  this 
Interruption,  if  the  Sun  or  Earth  went  back  in  an  Inilant,  and 
return 'd  as   haftily  again,  muft  have  been  feen  and  felt  all  the 
World  over,  been  obferv'd  by  the  Aftronomers  then   living, 
and  recorded  in  the  Writings  of  fubfequent  Hiftorians,  as  vi  ell 
as  the  Sun  s  fianding  Jiill  in  Jopua's  Time  ;  but,  fince  we  find 
no  Footftieps  of  this,  on  the  contrary,    by  Merodach-Baludan\ 
fending  to  Hezekiah  to  inform  himfelf  about  this  Phasnomenon, 
it  is  rather  evident,  that  the  Thing  had  not  been  obferv'd  as  far 
as  Babylon,  they   thence  infer,  that  there  was  no  Reafon  for 
God's  putting  himfelf  to  the  Expence  of  fo  prodigious  a  Mira- 
cle, as  to  make  an  Alteration  in  the  whole  Fabrick  of  the  Uni- 
vcrfe,  when  a  bare  Refraftion  of  the  Sun's  Rays  upon  the  Dial- 
Plate,  would  have  anfwer'd  the  End  as  well.     Le  Clerc\  Com- 
mentary.    Lowjth''%  Commentary   on  Ifaiah  xxxviii.  and  Uai-?; 
verfal  Hiftory,,  lib.  i.  c.  7, 
(g)  Annal.  A.  3291. 
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A.  M.  the  Sun  in  the  Center^  and  fuppofes  the  Earth  to  move  round 
3-46'  l^f:  it,  have,  from  their  Hypotbefts^  no  Difficulty  in  admitting  of 
7sS,  &c'.  this  Miracle,  whether  it  be  faid  to  confift  in  the  different 
From  I  Kings  Determination  of  the  Rays,  or  in  the  Retrogradation  of 
EndT''^  the  Body,  of  the  Sun ;  becaufe  it  is  the  iame  Thing, 
Chion.  23  to  ail  outvv^ard  Effects,  whether  the  Earth  turn  round  the 
s^  y*\w  Sun,  or  the  Sun  round  the  Earth  :  But,  in  both  Cafes  there 

is  this  Difficulty  : [h)  That  the  fudden  and  violent; 

IVIotion,  either  of  the  Sun  or  Earth,  to  make  that  Day  and 
Night  of  no  greater  Length  than  the  reft,  would  be  in  Dan- 
ger of  (hocking,  or  unhinging,  the  whole  Frame  of  Nature, 
as  it  certainly  would  have  done,  had  it  not  been  guided  and 
direded  by  the  fteady  and  unerring  Hand  of  the  great  Crea- 
tor of  the  Univerfe,  whofe  Motion  he  tan  either  retard,  or 
accelerate,  as  he  pleafes,  without  occafioning  any  Confufion 
in  the  Order   of  Things,  and  with  much  greater  Facility 
to  himfelf,  than  any  human  Artificer  can  caufe  a  Machine 
of  his   own   making  to  go  fwiftcr  ox  Jlouicr^  by   the  fole 
Sufpenfion  of  an  heavier  or  lighter  Weight. 
v\z.lnthe       SiNCE  the  Scripture  therefore,   in  this  Cafe,  tells  us  as 
Motion  of   plainly,  that  the  Sun  did  recede,  as,  in  the  Cafe  of  Jcjhuoy 
„oti""le"^^^'^^  ^^i'id /land J^ill  in  the  Fir?nament  of  Heaven,   we  have 
Shadow,      jio  other  Warrant,  but  to  take  Words  in  their  literal  Senfe, 
even  tho'  it  be  attended  with  fome  Difficulties.  Thefe  Difficul- 
ties arife  chiefly  from  the  Oppofition  of  fome  modern  Syjiems 
of  Philofophy  J  but  whether  it  be  jufl  and  reafonable,  that 
Revelation  fhould  conform  to  Philofophy,  or  Philofophy  to 
Revelation,  efpecially  when  the  Expreffions  of  Scripture  are 
clear,  and  Sentiments  of  Pbilofophers  but  mere  Conjedtures, 
is  a  Queftion  that  need  require  no  long  Deliberation  ;  efpe- 
cially fince  heavenly  Bodies,  by  reafon  of  their  vaft  Diftance, 
are  inacceffible  to  our  utmoft  Sagacity,  and  the  greater  Part 
of  the  Secrets  of  Nature  are  not  difcoverable  by  our  moft 
indefatigable  Search  after  Truth. 
ihata  Sign,     (i)  Tho',  at  firft  View,  we  may  be  apt  to  think,  that  a 
futufe  to  theSlgfj^  which  precedes  the  Event,  is  more  fignificant,  becaufe 
fiemficJnt    ^^^^^^  adapted  to  our  Manner  of  conceiving  it,  than  one 
which  follows  after  itj  yet,  upon  a  nearer  Examination,  wc 
fhall  find,    that  a  Sign,  which  is  pojierior   to  the  Event,  is 
not  a/^,  but  in  fome  RefpecSls  a  }nore^  convincing  Proof, 
than  the  other ;  efpecially  when  the  Perfon,  to  whom  it  is 
given,  lives  to  fee  both  the  Sign  and  the  Event  accomplifh'd . 

The 

(h)  Calmet\  Diflert,  fur  la  Retrogradation,  ^r .     (0  Calmt^ 
Ponimentary  on  2  Kings  xix,  29. 
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The  Sign,  which  goes   before  the  Event,  proves   but  one     A.  M. 
Thing,  viz..  that  the  Event  was  from  God,  or  that  the  Per-  £J%S^Ji 
fon,  who  foretold  it,  was  divinely   infpir'd  ;  but  the  Sign,  758,  &fc.' 
which  is  future  to  the  Event,  manifefts  thefe  three  Things :     From 
ift.  That  the  Perfon  who  foretold  it  was  poffefs'd  with  the  '  '^'"^V^l'' 
Spirit  of  Prophecy  :  2dly,    1  hat  God  was  the  Author  of  the  of  z  chron. 
miraculous  Event,  which  he  foretold  :  And  3dly,  That  he  ^yysj 
was  the  Author  likewife  of  the  Sign,  which  follow'd  the 
Miracle ;  efpecially  if  the  Sign   be  miraculous,  as  it  gene- 
rally is. 

To  apply  now  this  to  the  Cafe  before  us.  To  canvinceThe meaning 
He-zekiah  of  his  approaching  Deliverance,  God  gave  him  e/'^'^^f^- 
fuch  Things  for  a  Sign,  as  would  not  come  to  pafs,  until  ki^tj, 
his  Deliverance  was  accomplifh'd ;  but  then  it  fhould  be 
remember'd,  that  as  the  People  were  to  be  convinc'd,  that 
what  happen'd  to  Sennacherib  was  not  the  Work  of  Chance, 
or  the  Effe£f  of  natural  Caufes,  but  immediately  inflicted 
by  the  Hand  of  God,  his  Prophet  was  to  foretel,  not  only 
the  Particulars  of  what  befel  him,  but  fuch  Confequences 
likewife,  as  would  appear,  not  only  to  be  fupernatural,  but 
Demonftrations  likewife  of  the  Divine  Power  and  Good- 
nefs.  To  this  Purpofe  Ifaiah  is  fent,  not  only  to  foretel 
Hez.ekiah's  Deliverance,  the  Deftrudtion  of  the  AJfyrian 
Army,  and  the  Death  of  Sennacherib  j  but,  to  fortify  the 
People  againft  the  Apprehenfions  of  another  Enemy,  ■y/z. 
a  grievous  Famine^  after  that  Sennacherib  was  gone,  he  is  or- 
dered to  add,  that  God  would  find  one  Means  or  other  to  pre- 
ferve  his  People.  Tho'  the  Enemy  will  deftroy  all  the  Corn  in 
the  Country,  yet  ye  Jha  II  eat  this  Tear  (fays  the  Prophet)  ^c/? 
Things^  as  ye  can  meet  with  :  Tho'  the  next  be  the  Year 
of  fubileej  or  Sabbatical  Year,  in  which  ye  are  to  let  the 
Land  reft,  yetyejhail  eat  fuch  Things  as  grow  of  themf elves  ; 
{k)  God  fhall  take  care,  one  Way  or  other,  that  ye  fhall  want 
no  Provifions  thefe  two  Years ;  and  in  the  third  Year  there 
fliall  be  no  Enemy  to  moleft  you,  and  therefore  fow  and 
reap  the  Fruit  of  your  Labours :  For,  tho'  ye  have  been 
brought  low  withLofles  innumerable  and  Perfecutions,  yet, 
in  a  Ihort  Time,  ye  fhall  be  re-eftablifti'd  -,  for  the  Remnant, 
that  is  efcapedof  judah,  Jhall  yet  again  take  Root  downward, 
and  bear  Fruit  upward. 

The  like  may  be  faid  of  the  Sign  concerning  the  Firgin,  -^i^  f^^^ " 
that  was  to  bear  a  Son^  and  call  his  Name  Immanuel ;  tho'  '*'"  /* 71"* 
it  was  fome  hundred  Years  fu,bfequent  to  the  Deliverance, 

Vol.  IV.  T  3  which 

(i)  Lfi'ivtFs  Commentary  on  I/aiah  xxxvii.  33. 


294  ^-^^  Hipry  of  the  ^  I  El.  E,     Book  VI. 

A  M.     which  God  promis'd  Judah,  yet  was  it  of  great  Service  to 
Ant^i^r    confirm   the  People  in  their  Expedtations  of  it.     To  this 
758,  &c.    Purpofe  we  may  obferve,  that  it  is  not  to  Jhax,  that  the 
^'°'"       Prophet  addrefles  himfelf,  (for  he,  out  of  a  fpecious  Pretence 
to  the  End"  °^  "°^  being  willing  to  tempt  God,  rejedted  all  Signs)  but  to 
ofiChron.  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  royal  j  and  therefore  he  fays,  (/) 
^.^^yf^J  Hear  ye  noWt  ye  Houfe  0/"  David,  the  Lord  himfelf  will  give 
you  a  Sign,  a  Virgin  fhall  conceive.     The  original   Word 
Alma,  (as  (w)  feveral  learned  Men  have  obferv'd)  fignifies 
almoft  always  a  Virgin,  untainted  by  a  Man  ;  is  fo  render'd 
by  the  Septuagint  in  this  Place,  and  cannot,  with  any  Pro- 
priety, denote    («)   any   indifferent  young  Woman,    who 
fhould  afterwards  be  marry 'd,  and  have  a  Son.     For  how 
can  we  imagine,  that,  after  fo  pompous  an  Introduction,  the 
Prophet  fhould  mean  no  more  at  laft  by  a  Virgin  s  conceive 
ing,  than   that  a  young  Woman  fhould   be  with   Child  ? 
What,  does  Ifaiah  offer  Ahaz  a  Miracle,  either  in  the  Depths 
or  in  the  Height  above  ?  And  when  he  feems  to  tell    the 
Houfe  of  David,  that  God,  of  his  own  Accord,  would  per-' 
form  a  greater  Work  than  they  could  afk,  does  he  fink  to 
a  Sign,  that  Nature  produces  every  Day  ?  Is  that  to  be  cal- 
led a  Wonder,  (which   implies  an  uncommon,    furprifing, 
and  fupernatural  Event)  which  happens  conftantly  by  the  or- 
dinary Laws  of  Generation?  How  little  does  fuch  a  Birth  an^ 
fwer  the  folemn  Apparatus,  which  the  Prophet  ufes  to  raife 
their  Expedtation  of  fome  great  Matter  ?  Hear  ye,  O  Houfe 
of  Jndab,—— ^behold,  the  Lord  will  give  you  a  Sign  worthy 
of  himfelf  J  and  what  is  that  ?  Why,  a  young  marry'd  Wo- 
man fhall  be  with  Child.  How  ridiculous  mult  fuch  a  Decla- 
ration make  the  Prophet !  And  how  highly  mufl  it  enrage  the 
Audience,  to  hear  a  Man,  at  fuch  a  Juncture  as  this,  begin 
an  idle  and  impertinent  Tale,  which  feems  to  banter  and 
infult  their  Mifery,  rather  than  adminifter  aiiy  Confolation 
under  it ! 
That  there       jy  Js  to  bc  obfcrv'd  farther,  that,  in  the  Beginning  of  this 
^McnceTn'it  P^^age,  when  God   commanded  Ifaiah  to  go,  and  meet 
but  great  '  Ahaz,  he  order'd  him  to  take  with  him  his  Son  Sear-jajhal, 
Comfort  to    Yvho  was  then  but  a  Child.     Why  the  Child  was  to  accom- 
'  "    ^*^ "'  pany  his  Father,  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  any  other  Reafon, 
but  that  he  was  to  be  of  Ufe,  fome  Way  or  other,  to  enforce 
the  Prophecy.     'Tis  but  fuppofing  then,  that  the  Prophet, 

in 

(/)  Ifaiah  vii.  13,  14.         («)  Vid.  Kidder's  Demonilration, 
Part.  ii.  («)  Vid.  Grounds  and  Reafons  of  the  Chriftian 

Religion. 
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in  uttering  the  Words,  Before  this  Child Jhall  be  able  to  dif-    A.  m. 
tinguijh  betvjcen  Good  and  Evil^  (o)  pointed  at  his  own  Son,  ^"^^'  ^^r, 
(for  there  is  no  Neceffity  to  refer  them  to  Immanuel)   who^^sj&v."* 
might  then    either  ftand  by   him,    or  be  held   in  his  Arms,      From 
and  all  the  Difficulty  is  folvM  :  But  then  the  Comfort,  which  to'^j,"/2^jj'* 
accru'd  to  the  Houfe  oi David  from  this  feafonable  Prophecy,  of  a  chron. 
was  very  confiderable.  {p)  For  it  aflur'd  them  of  the  Truth  ^Y^vJ 
and  Veracity  of  God's  Prcmife,  and  that  he  would  not  fufFer 
them  to  be  dcftroy'd,  nor  the  Sceptre  to  depart  from  Judah, 
until  the  MeJJiah  came.     It  aflur'd  them  of  his  Almighty 
Power i  in  that  he  could  create  a  new  Thing  in  the  Earth,  by 
making  a  Virgin  to  conceive^   and  thereby  (hew  himfelf  .ablie 
to  deliver  them  out  of  the  Hands  of  their  moft  potent  Ene- 
mies ;  and  it  aflur'd  them  likewife  of  his  peculiar  Favour, 
in  that  he  had  decreed  the  Mejfiah  fiiould  defcend  from  their 
Family,  fo  that  the  People,  to  whom  he  had  vouchfaf'd  fo 
high  a  Dignation^  might  depend  on  his  Promife,  and,  under 
the  Shadow  of  his  fVings^  think  themfelves  fecure. 


DISSERTATION   IV. 

Of  the  Tranfportation  of  the  Ten  Tribes   and  their 
Return. 

NOTHING  (q)  in  Hijlory  is  more  common,  than  to  ^^^  „., 
fee  wholeNations  fo  chang'd  in  xhtw  Manners,  their  Re^  ries,  aJdyet 
ligion,  their  Language,  and  the  very  Places  of  their  Abode,  as  '"■rogam 
that  it  becomes  a  Matter  of  fome  Difficulty  to  find  out  their  ^7 t"'"  ""^ 
firfl:  Original.  Large  Empires  fwallow  up  leflTer  States  j  and, 
in  the  Courfeof  their  Conquefts,  fweeping  every  thing  before 
them  like  a  Torrent,  they  compel  the  Vanquifh'd  to  follow 
the  Fate  of  their  Conquerors,  and  to  inhabit  fuch  Countries, 
as  were  unknown  to  them  before. 

Never  was  there  a  People,  that  had  a  more  ample  Ex- 
perience of  thefe  unhappy  Revolutions,  than  the  Kingdom  of 
Ifrael,  which,  upon  the  Revolt  of  Rehoboam,  came  to  be 
called  the  Kingdo?n  of  the  Ten  Tribes.  God,  by  the  Mouth 
of  his  Servant  Mofes,  had  denounc'd  this  Judgment  upon 
them,  in  cafe  of  their  obftinate  Difobedience  to  his  Law  : 
(r)  The  Lord  Jhall  fatter  thee  among  all  People^  from  the 

T  4  ene 

(o)  lJJher%  Annal.  A.  M.    3263.  (p)  Vid.  K'idder^   ibid. 

(q)   Calmefi,  Diflert.  fur  la  Pais,  ou  les  dix  Tribus,  i^c. 
(r)  Deut.  xxviii.  64,  65. 
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A.  M,     one  End  of  the  Earth  to  the  other  ;  and,  among  all  thefe  Na- 
Ant^'chrlft  ^'^"^5  '^•'^"  Jhalt  find  no  Eafe,  neither  Jhall  the  Sole  of  thy 
75S,  &c.     Foot  have  Rejl.     And  accordingly,  when,  by  their  Idolatry, 
From       and   other  grievous   Impieties,    they    had  provoked  God  to 
to^h!fynd"  ^^^^^^•'>   2nd  filled    up    the   Meafure    of  their   Iniquity ;  in 
•f  2  Chron.  the  Reign  of  Pckah  King  of  Ifrael,    (s)   he  fent  Tiglath- 
O^V"*^  Pilefer  King  of  AJfyria,  who  invaded   his  Country,    and, 
having  over-run  great  Part  of  it,  carry 'd  away   captive  the 
Tribes  of  Naphtali,   Reuben,  Gad,   and   the  half  Tribe  of 
Mayiaffeh,  from  the  Eaji  Side  of  the  River  Jordan  j  and, 
about  twenty  Years  after  this,   in  the  Reign  of  Hojhea,  fent 
his  Son  Salmanefcr   againfl:  Samaria,  who,  after   a  Siege  of 
three  Years,  took  it,  and  carry'd  away  all  the  Remainder  of 
that  miferable  People,  according  to  what  the  Prophet  Hojhea 
had  foretold ;   {t)  Ephraim  is  fmitten,    their  Root  is  dried 

up,  they  Jhall  bear  no  Fruit. My  God  Jhall  caji  them  a- 

way,  hecaufe  they  did  not  hearken  unto  him,  and  they  Jhall 
he  Wanderers  among  the  Nations. 

Such  (with  very  fmall  Exception)  has  been  the  Cafe  of 
this  unhappy  People,  ever   fince  the  Time  of  the  Affyrian 
Captivity ;  and  yet,  fuch  is  their  Pride  and  Arrogance,  that, 
inftead  of  owning  the  Truth,  they  have  devis'd  Fables  of  their 
Living  all  along  in  great  Profperity  and  Grandeur,  in  fome 
unknown  Landj  as  a  national  and  united  Body,   in  an  inde- 
pendent State,  and  under  Monarchies,  or  Republicks,  of  their 
own.     So  that,   before  we  begin  to  enquire  into  the  real 
Places  of  their  Tranfportation,   and  fome  other  Circumilan- 
ces  thereunto  belonging,    it    may  not  be  amifs  to  examine 
a  little  the  Merit  of  thefe  Pretenfions,  and  what  Foundati- 
ons they  have  for  fuch  mighty  Boajis. 
'^^cJuMof        T^ME  Author  of  the  fecond  Book  of  Efdras  informs  us, 
Efdras,         (^)  "  That  the  Ten  Tribes,   being  taken  Prifoners  by  5^/- 
''  -manefer,  and  carried  beyond  the  River  Euphrates,  enter'd 
*'  into  a  Refolution  of  quitting   the  Gentiles,  and  retiring 
*'  into  a  Country,  never  inhabited  before,    that  they  might 
"  there  rcligioufly   obferve  the  Law,  which  they  had  too 
"  much  negledled  in  their  own  Land  ;  that,  to  this  Purpofe, 
"   they  crofs'd  the  Euphrates,    where  God  wrought  a  Mi- 
*'  racle  for  their  Sakes,  by  flopping  the  Sources  of  that  great 
*'  River,    and  drying  up  its  Channel  for  them  to  pafs  over  ; 
"  that,  having  thus  wonderfully  pafs'd  this  River,  they  pro- 
"  ceeded   in  their  Journey  for  a  Year  and  a  half,   till  they 

"  arrived 

(s)  2  Kings  XV.  29.         (t)  Hofea  ix.   16,   17.         (»)  2 
Efdras  xiii.  40,  ijc. 
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*'  arrived  at  laft  at  a  Country,  called  Arfareth^  where  they     a.  m. 
*'  fettled  themfelves,  and  were  to  continue   until  the  latter  j^^^,  iSfc. 
*'  Days,  when  God  would  appoint  their  Return,  and  work^^g^  ^"  ' 
*'  the  fame  Miracle  in  paffing  the  Euphrates^  that  he  had  From  i  Kin^ 
"  done  for  them  before."  J»||  ^''^^^ 

This  is  the  Subftance  of  our  Author's  Account;  Butj"^)^"^^ 
now,  who  can  believe,  that  a  People   fo  fond  of  Idolatry  .^/OTNJ 
in  their  own  Country,  fhould,  in   their  State  of  Captivity  ^Confuted, 
be  fo  zealous  for  the  Obfervation  of  the  Law  ?  Arjareth^ 
we  are  told,  is  a  City  in  Media,  fituate  beyond   the  River 
Araxes  i  but  if  this  was  the  Place   they    betook  themfelves 
to  for  the  freer  Exercife  of  their  Religion,  what  Need  was 
there  for  fo  very  long  a  Peregrination  ?  Or,  who  can  fup- 
pofe,  that    their  imperious  Mafters  would  fufFer  Captives, 
upon   any   Pretence  whatever,    to   retreat  in  a  Body,  out 
of  their  Country,  and  fet  up  a  diftin£l:  Kingdom  in  another 
Place  ?  {x)  In  fhort,  this  counterfeit  Efdras,  who  feems  to 
have  been  a  Chriftian,  and  to  have  liv'd   about  the  End   of 
the  firji,  or  the  Beginning  of  the  fecond.   Century,  is  not 
only    fo    inconfiftent    in    his  Account  of  this,  and    feveral 
other  Tranfa6i:ions,  but   fo   fond   of  uncertain   Traditions, 
and  fo  romantick  -^w^  fabulous  about  the  Divine  Infpiration 
which  he  boafts  of,  that  there  is  no  Credit  to  be  given  to 
what  he  fays,  concerning  the  Retreat  of  the  Ten  Tribes  in- 
to an  unknown  Land. 

A  FAMOUS  JewiJJ)  Traveller  (y)  of  the  twelfth  Cen- Benj.de To- 
tury,  and  who  feems  to  have  undertaken  his  Travels,  only ''^'^  ^. ''°" 
to  difcover  the  State  of  his  difpers'd  Brethren,  afligns  themca;,„/^ 
a  large  and  fpacious  Country,  wherein  reign'd  two  Brothers, 
Defcendants  of  the  Houfe  of  David.     The  elder  of  thefe 
(as  he  tells  us)  was  Annas,  who  (befides  his  Capital  Thema) 
had  many  other  Cities,  Caftles,  and  Fortrefles,  and  an  Ex- 
tent of  Ground,  which  could  not  be  travelled    over    under 
fixteen  Days.     The  other,  whofe  Name    was  Salmon,  had 
in   his  Dominions  forty  Cities,  two  hundred  Boroughs,  and 
an  hundred   Caftles.     His  Subjects    (who  were  all    fews) 
were  three  hundred  Thoufand  ;  Tanai,  which  was  his  Ca- 
pital, contain'd    an   hundred    thoufand  ;    and    Tilimofa,    a 
ftrong   City,  fituate    between  two   Mountains,    where    he 
ufually  refided,  as  many  Inhabitants. 

Here  we  have  a  fpacious  Country  of  nothing  but  fews:  Confuted, 
But  the  Author,  who  pretends  to  have  been  there,  has    fo 

miftakcn 

[x]  Bafnag.  Hift.  des  Juif.  lib.  vi.  C.  2.  (y)  Benjamin  de 

Tk^J^'s  Itiner.  p.  89. 
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A.  M.     mlftaken  the  Situation  of  feveral  Places  that  he  mentionSj 
3246,  feff.  anJ  gives  us  fuch  fabulous  Accounts  of  the  Manner  of  the 

^5*8,"  ^&c!'  f'^r/'^"^  fi^i"g  foJ^  ^'^^''^^  y  o^"  the  Virtue  of  the  Prophet 
From      Daniefs  Tomb  j  and  of  fome  Turks.,  who  iiad   two  Holes 
I  Kings  vjii  in  the  Midft  of  their  Face,  inftead  of  a  Nofe  ;  that  a  Man 
«f '  Chron  '""^  ^^  ^^^y  ^^""^  °^  Romances^  who  can  give  Credit  to 
,^^^/-y>^  what  feems  to  be  calculated  on  Purpofe  to  flatter  the  Pride 
of  a  People,  who   are  ftill   foolifhly  vain,  tho'  under  the 
Rejedion  of  Almighty  God. 
Peritful't  Anoiher  Jewijh   Author   (z),  in   his  Defcription  of 

Account  and ^Q  World,  has  found  out  very  commodious  Habitations 
ill  "  f*^""  *h^  ^^"  Tribes,  and,  in  many  Places,  has  given  them  a 
glorious  Eftablifhment.  In  a  Country  which  he  calls  Pe)-' 
richa,  enclos'd  by  unknown  Mountains,  and  bounded  by 
AJfyria,  he  hay  fettled  fome,  and  made  them  a  flourifliing 
and  populous  Kingdom.  Others  he  places  in  the  Defert  of 
Chahor,  which  (according  to  him)  lies  upon  the  Indian-Sea, 
where  they  live,  in  the  Manner  of  the  anticnt  Rechahites, 
without  Houfes,  fowing,  or  theUfe  of  Wine.  Nay,  he  enters 
the  Indies  likewife,  and  peoples  the  Banks  of  the  Ganges,  the 
Ifles  of  Bengala,  the  Philippines,  and  feveral  other  Places, 
with  the  Jews,  to  whom  he  afligns  a  powerful  King,  cal- 
led Daniel^i  who  had  three  other  Kings,  tributary,  and  de- 
pendent on  him.  But  this  is  all  of  the  fame  Piece,  a  forg'd 
Account  to  aggrandize  their  Nation,  and  to  make  it  be  be- 
liev'd,  (a)  that  the  Sceptre  is  not  departed  from  Judah, 
nor  a  Law-giver  from  between  his  Feet,  and  that  Shiloh, 
confequently,  is  not  yet  come. 
Manaffeh'j,  MANAS S EH,  One  of  the  moft  famous  Rabbins  of  the 
!&«LS'"'''^^^  Age,  has  afferted  the  Tranfmigration  of  the  Ten  Tribes 
into  Tartary,  where  he  afiigns  them  a  great  Province,  called 
Thabor,  which,  in  the  Hebrew  Tongue,  fignifies  a  Navel, 
becaufe  this  Thabor  (as  he  faysj  is  one  of  the  middle  Pro- 
vinces of  Tartary.  Ortelius,  in  his  Geography,  is  not  only 
of  the  fame  Opinion,  but,  in  Confirmation  of  it,  adds,  that 
the  Ten  Tribes  fucceeded  the  Scythians,  its  ancient  Inha- 
bitants, and  took  upon  them  the  Name  of  Gauthei,  be- 
caufe they  were  zealous  for  the  Glory  of  God  ;  ih^l  Totaces 
(the  true  Name  of  the  Tartars)  is  Hebrew,  and  fignifies 
Remains^  as  the  Tribes  difpers'd  in  the  North  were  the  Re- 
mains of  antient  Ifrael ',  that,  among  thefe  People,  there  are 

fdveral 

(z)  R.  Abi  Ben  Mordoche  Peritful.  of  Ferrara.        («)  Gen. 
xlix.  10. 
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feveral  plain  Footfteps  of  the  7;fw//?'  Religion^  befides   Cir-  ^A.  M. 
cumcifton'i  and    from  them,    in  all  Probability,    have  de-^^'J  •^,jj^ 
fcended  xhtjevus,  that  in   Poland  and  Mufcovy  are  found  758,  &c, 
fo  numerous.  ^  KiT^vu 

{b)  It  cannot  be  deny'd  indeed,  but  that  feveral  of  the  (<,  SiT^t 
Ifraelites  might  pafs  into  Tartary,  becaufe  Armenia   is  the  of  z  Chron. 
only  Country  that  parts  it  from   AJfyria^  whereunto  they  '>''V"NJ 
were  primarily  carry 'd  :  But  there  is  no  Rcafon  for  their  ^"'^"^'^ 
penetrating  Scythia,  and  thence   difperfing  themfelves  in  the 
Kingdoms  of  Poland,  and  Mufcovy ;  becaufe  the  Tranquil- 
lity and   Privileges,    which  the   Princes  of  thefe  Countries 
have  granted  the  Jews,  are  the  true  Caufe  and  Motive   of 
their  reforting  thither  in  fuch   Numbers.     In  Confutation 
therefore  of  what  has  been  faid  above,  {c)  the  Jewijh\  Hif- 
torian  has  well  obferv'd,  that  the  antient  Scythians  were  a 
People  too  fierce  by  Nature,  and  too  expert  in  War,  for  an 
Handful  of  Fugitives  (fuch  as  the  Ifraelites  were)  ever  to 
conquer  or  expel ;  that  the  People  of  this  Country  were  all 
along  Idolaters,  until  they   were  converted  to  the  Religion 
of  Mahomet,  from  whence  they  receiv'd  the  Rite  of  Cir- 
cumcifton,  and  fome  other  Ceremonies  conformable   to  the 
"Lzw  of  .Mofes  i  that  the  Etymology  of  Names  is,  of  all  o- 
thers,  the  weakeft  and  moft  precarious  Argument ;  and  that 
it  is  ridiculous   to  feek  for  the   Glory    of  God  among    the 
Tartars,  before  the   Introdudtion   of  Mahometanifm,  fince 
(according  to  the  Account  of  their  [d)  Hiftorian)  *'  Some    ' 
"  of  them  liv'd  like  Beafts,  without  any  Senfe  of  God  ; 
*'  others  worftiipp'd  the  Sun,  Moon,    and  Stars ;  and   o- 
*'  thers  again  made  Gods  of  the  Oxen,  that  plow'd  their 
♦*  Land,  or  proftrated  themfelves  before  every  great  Tree." 

MANASSEH,  the  famous  Rabbin,  we  lately  men- MontefinP* 
tlon'd,  publifti'd  a  Book,  [e)  intitled.  The  Hopes  of  Ifrael,^^^^^^^'"  *** 
founded  upon  the  Number  and  Power  of  the  "Jews  in  A- 
merica  ;  but  in  this  he  was  impos'd  upon  by  the  fabulous 
Relation  of  Monteftni,  who  reported,  **  That  he  found  a 
"  great  Number  of  Jews,  concealed  behind  the  Moun- 
**  tains  of  Cordilleras,  which  run  along  Chili  in  America ; 
**  that,  continuing  his  Journey  in  that  Country,  he  came 
**  at  length  to  the  Banks  of  a  River,  where,  upon  his  giving 
"  a  Signal,  there  appear'd  a  People,  who  pronounc'd  in 
^*  Hebrew  thefe  Words  out  of  Deuteronomy,  Hear,  O  Ifrael, 

the 

{b)    Bafnag.   Hift.    des   Juif.    lib.  vi.    C.    3.  (r)     Ibid. 

(d)    Haitho  Armenius,  Lib^   de  Tartaris,  c.   i.         [e)  Aai- 
fterdam,  1650. 
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"  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord;  that  they  look'd  upon 
"  Abrahatn^  Ifaac^  and  "Jacob  as  their  great  Progenitors, 
"  and  had  been  condu<Sted  into  that  Country  by  incredible 
*'  Miracles  ;  that  the  Indians  had  treated  them  with  great 
Cruelty,  and  thrice  dcclar'd  War  againft  them ;  but 
that,  by  God's  protedling  his  People  againft  Idolaters, 
they  had  been  as  oft  defeated,  and  were  now  totally  de- 
"  ftroy'd  ;  and  that  fome  of  their  Magi^  who  made  ufe 
*'  of  Inchantments,  had  openly  declar'd,  that  the  God  of 
*'  7/r^^/ was  the  only  true  God,  and  that,  at  the  Confum- 
"  mation  of  Ages,  their  Nation  fhould  become  the  Mi- 
*'  Jirefs  of  the   whole  Univerfc." 

Deluded  with  this  Account,  Manajfeh  endeavour'd  to 
find  out  the  Road,  which  might  poflibly  lead  the  Ifraelites 
into  the  Weji-Indies  ;  and,  to  this  Purpofe,  fuppofing  that 
Afia  and  America  were  formerly  one  Continent  before  they 
were  divided  by  the  Streights  of  Anian^  he  aflerted,  that 
the  Ijraelites  might  travel  to  America^  by  Land,  before  the 
Separation  happen'd. 

Sir  William  Penn^  in  his  prefent  State  of  the  Lands  of 
the  Englifli  in  America,  tells  us,  *'  That  the  Faces  of  the 
*'  Inhabitants,  efpecially  of  their  Children,  are  fo  very  like 
*'  ihQ  Jews i  that,  when  you  look  upon  them,  you  would 
*'  think  yourfelf  in  the  Jews  Quarter  in  London  ;  that  their 
*'  Eyes  are  little  and  black,  like  the  Jews  ;  that  they 
*'  reckon  by  Moons  ;  offer  their  firft  Fruits ;  have  a  Kind 
*'  of  Feafl:  of  Tabernacles  ;  and  that  their  Language  is  maf- 
*'  culine,  ftiort,  concife,  and  full  of  Energy,  in  which  it 
"  much  refembles  the  Hebrew." 

Other  Hiftorians  (f)  have  obferv'd,  that  fome  of  the 
Americans  have  a  Notion  of  the  Deluge^  though  they  relate 
it  in  a  different  Manner  ;  that  they  celebrate  a  Jubilee  every 
fifth  Year,  and  a  Sabbath  every  feventh  Day  ;  that  others 
obferve  Circumcifion^  abftain  from  Swine's  Flefh,  and  puri- 
fy themfelves  by  bathing,  whenever  they  have  touch'd  a 
dead  Carcafe ;  that  Marriages  among  others  are  perform'd 
i^g)  in  a  Manner  not  unlike  what  Mofes  prefcribes ;  and  that 
they  generally  believe  a  Refurre(5tion ;  [h)  for  which  Rea- 
fon  they  caufe  their  Wives  and   Slaves   to  be   bury'd   with 

them. 


(f)  Vid.  Acoftan,  &  alios  Rerum  American.  Scrip.     \£)  Deut. 
XXV.  9.         (/;)  Zaaret'i  Hiftory  of  the  Difcovery  of  Peru^  lib. 
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them,  that,  when  they  arife  from  their  Graves,  they  may     A.  M. 
appear  with  an  Attendance  fuitable  to  their  Quality.  .      Ant^'chd'f 

(/)  This  Conformity    of   Cuftoms,    and  Looks,    and  758,  ©■<;.  * 
Sentiments  have  induc'd  feveral  to   think,  that  the   captive      F'^om  _^ 
Ifraelitest  we  are  here  in  queft  of,  went  into  America,  either  \^  j"J^  ^'"^ 
by    Way  of  China,    or   Tartary,  and  there  fettled  them-  of  2  Chron. 
felves.     But,    how    fpecious  foever  thefe  Arguments  may    ■^'"^""^^ 
appear,  there  is  no  Manner  of  Solidity  in  them.     To  ^xo\t^^^^'-f"^'^'^' 
a  Point  of  this  Kind,  vi'e  fhould   produce  a  whole  Nation, 
or  Province,    in  America,  diftinft  from  all  others  in    their 
Ceremonies,  and  Way  of  worftiipping  God,  in  a  Manner 
exa6tly  agreeing  with  the  Hebrews  :  But  to  fay,    that  be- 
caufe,  in  one  Place,  the  People  abftain  from  Swine's  Flefh, 
and  in  another,  they  obferve  the  feventh  Day  ;  in  one,  they 
offer   Sacrifices,     and  in   another,   ufe    Baths,    when    they 
think  themfelves  polluted,  the  Americans  were  originally  If- 
raeUtes  ;  is  carrying  the  Confequence  a    great  deal  too  far, 
and  what  indeed  we  may  prove  in  any  other  Nation    under 
Heaven,  if  we   may    be  allow'd  to   argue   in  this  Manner 
from  Particulars  to  Generals. 

The  Truth  is,  the  Devil,  in  all  his  idolatrous  Countries, 
has  made  it  his  Bufmefs  to  mifnick  God  in  the  Rites  of  his 
religious  Worfliip  ;  or  if  this  were  not,  there  is  naturally  fo 
great  a  Conformity  in  Men's  Sentiments  concerning  thefe 
Matters,  that  the  Americans  might  agree  with  the  'Jeivs  in 
the  Oblation  of  their  Firfl-Fruits,  their  Computations  by 
Moons,  &c.  without  having  any  Commerce,  or  Affinity,  with 
them  ;  and  though  there  be  fomething  more  charaSicriJiick 
in  Circumcifion  ;  yet  as  feveral  other  Nations  us'd  it,  the  Ame- 
ricans, upon  this  Account,  cannot  be  Jews,  becaufe  (if  we 
may  believe  Acojia,  who  had  made  their  Cufloms  a  good 
Part  of  his  Study)  they  never  did  circumcife  their  Children, 
-  and  therefore  are  thus  far  excluded  from  being  Defccndants 
of  that  Race. 

Thus  have  we  endeavour'd  to  find  out  the  Situation  of 
the  Ten  Tribes  of  Ifrael,  and  yet  can  meet  with  nothing, 
but  either  the  fabulous  Accounts  of  the  Talmudijis,  or  the 
uncertain  Conjectures  of  modern  Criticks :  Let  us  now 
have  Recourfe  to  the  Scriptures,  and  know  what  the  Li- 
formation  is,  that  they  can  fupply  us  with  in  this  our 
Enquiry. 

The  facred  Hlftory  thus  exprefTes  it, '• — [k)    Tke^-^^^^^;. 

King  of  Affyria  took  Samaria,  and  carried  Ifrdcl  away  iiiio  tun  Account 

Affyria,  "f  '^""  '"- 

[i)  Saurins  DifTcrt.  fur  le  Pays,  ^c.    ■    {k)  z  Kings  xvii.  6. 
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A.  M.     Aflyria,  and  placed  them  in  Halah,  and  in  Habor,  hy  the  Ri- 

A*'*'^rh^-ft  "^'^  Gozan,  and  in  the  Cities  of  the  Medes  ;  only  we  muft 

758*  Gfc.    T^oiCy   that  there  is  fome  Ambiguity    in  the  Tranflation : 

From     For,  whereas  it  looks  as  if  Gozan  were  the  River,  and  not 

**^''*El,viii-//^^^y-^  there  is  plainly  no  River  to  be  found  of  the  Name 

of  a  cbron.  ©^  Gozan,  and  therefore  the  Emendation  fliould  be, 

^yys^  He  placed  them  in  Ha.\ahy  and  by  the  River  Habor,  /«  Go- 
zan, and  in  the  Cities  of  the  Medes. 

The  holy  Penman,  we  may  obfcrve,  diftinguifhes  two 
Places,  into  which  the  Ifraelites  were  carry'd,  (as  indeed 
they  were  numerous  enough  to  make  two  different  Colo- 
nies) JJfyria,  and  Media.  In  Affyria  we  fee  the  River 
Habor^  or  Chaboras,  which  rifes  from  Mount  Mafius^ 
and,  running  through  Mefopotamia,  falls  into  the  Euph- 
rates. Halah^  which,  in  Ptolemy^  is  called  Chaicitis,  is  a 
City,  and  Province,  fituate  on  one  Side  of  its  Banks,  and 
Gozan,  which  is  likewife  a  City  and  Province,  is  found  on 
the  other :  So  that  the  Ten  Tribes  were  feated  in  two  Pro- 
vinces, which  ftretch'd  along  both  Sides  of  this  River.  An 
happy  Situation  for  them,  fmce  they  were  only  feparated  by 
a  River,  which  water'd  all  the  Cities,  that  were  aflign'd  for 
their  Habitation  ! 

(/)  As  to  the  Cities  of  the  Medes  we  are  more  in  the 
Dark,  becaufe  the  Scripture  does  not  fpecify  any ;  but  wc 
may  prefurne,  that  this  Colony  was  plac'd  in  the  mountainous 
Part  of  Media,  becaufe  it  was  lefs  peopled,  than  the  lower 
Country.  It  wanted  indeed  Inhabitants,  and,  if  we  will  be- 
lieve {m)  Strabo,  was  fupply'd  by  Strangers,  and  Colonies 
from  abroad. 

The  Truth  is,  the  Antients  have  extolled  Media,  as  a 
very  happy  Country.  Ecbatana,  where  the  King  kept  his 
Refidcnce  in  Summer,  was  one  of  the  fineft  and  largeft 
Cities  in  the  World.  Sufa,  where  he  fpent  the  Winter, 
was  a  very  confiderable  Place  likewife  :  But,  on  the 
North-fide,  there  were  high  Mountains,  where  neverthelefs 
there  was  good  Pafturage,  fo  that,  what  the  Country  want- 
ed was  good  Hujbandmen,  and  fuch  as  were  us'd  to  Tillage ; 
for  which  Purpofe  the  Ijraelites,  who  had  made  that  their 
principal  Bufinefs  in  the  Holy  Land,  were,  of  all  other  Peo- 
ple, the  fitted  Inhabitants. 

In  thefe  two  Provinces  were  the  Ten  Tribes  feated  at  firft  j 
and  it  is  not  improbable,  that,  in  a  fliort  Time,  thofe  of  jfj- 

fyria 

(1)  Bafnage,  Hill,  des  Juif.  lib.  vi.  C.  4.  (w)  Bafnage, 
ibid. 
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fyria  might  extend  themfelves  into  feveral  other  Parts  of  the     A.  M. 
Empire  J  for,  in  Alexander's  Time,  we  meet  with  *  a  great  im^c^f! 
Body  of  them  in  Babylon  j  and  that  thofe  di  Mbdia  might   758,  fefc! 
ftretch,  upon  the  Right,  into  the  Provinces  bordering  upon      ^f*""  ... 
the  Cafpian-Sea^  or  (as  («)  fome  imagine)  even  beyond  that  '„  the^End ' 
Sea,  as  far  as  the  River  Araxes  j  but  that  they  ever  became  of  2  Chron. 
{o  powerful,  as  *  to  change  the  antient  Names  of  Places  into  \^^Y'^>J 
thofe  of  their  own  Language,  we  can  hardly  believe ;  be- 
caufe  they  fell  under  fo  many  bitter  Perfecutions,  were  fub- 
je6l  to   fo   many  Revolutions  of  the  Kingdoms  where  they 
liv'd,  and,  from  different  Princes,  underwent  fuch  a  Variety 
of  Iranf migrations^  that,  before    they   could  gain  any  fuch 
Weight  and  Authority  in  the  World,  we  find  them  here  and 
there  fcatter'd,  in  leffer  Bodies,  as  it  were,  over  the  whole 
Face  of  it. 

Not  only  fome  of  the  Greek  Fathers^  but  fome  of  our  nat  they 
modernCriticks  likewife,  have  maintain'd,  that  the  Ten  Tribes  did  not  re. 
were  reftor'd,  with  thofe  of  Judah  and  Benjamin^  under  the  'Y"^-!^  f 
Condudt  of  "Zorobabeli  and  Nehemiah^  when  Cyrus  and  his  judah  and 
SuccelTors   were  fo  kind  as  to  give   the  Jews  in  general  Benjamin. 

a  full 

*  Befides  thofe,  that  were  carry 'd  thither  at  the  Captivity, 
Artaxerxes  fent  a  new  Colony  of  that  Nation  thither,  who, 
when  Alexander  the  Great  was  for  rebuilding  the  Temple  of 
Belus,  had  the  Courage  to  refift  him.  For,  whereas  other 
People  were  eager  to  furnifh  Materials  for  the  Building,  thejr 
refus'd  to  do  it,  as  thinking  it  had  fome  Stain  of  idolatry. 
Ba/nage,  ibid. 

(n)  Fuller\  Mifccll.  facr.  lib.  ii.  c.  5. 

*  We  read  of  the  Cadujians,  the  Ge/es,  and  of  Arfareth  be- 
yond the  Cafpian  Sea  ;  for  which  Reafon  the  learned  Fuller 
fuppofes,  that  the  jfeivj  fpread  themfelves  thus  :  "  For  the 
**  Name  of  Geles,  fays  he,  is  Chaldaick,  and  fignifies  Strangers, 
**  or  Fugitives,  which  Title  fuited  with  the  Jeivs,  whom  God 
"  had  expelled  from  their  Country  for  their  Sins.  The  Ca- 
*'  du/ians  have  a  little  alter'd  the  Word  Chadofchim,  which  fig- 
"  nilies  Saints,  which  was  a  Title,  the  jfenvs  who  called  them- 
"  felves  an   holy  Nation  much  affefted.     And  laftly,  Arfareth, 

<**  the  moft  famous  of  all  the  Cities  built  upon  the  Araxes,  had 
**  an  Hebrenu  Name,  fignifying  the  City  of  Relicks,  or  the  Re- 
"  mains  of  Ifrael.''''  But  the  Author  of  the  Hijlory  of  the  fenus, 
fo  often  cited  upon  this  Subjeft,  has  confuted  the  Argument 
drawn  from  the  Etymology  of  the  Words,  and,  in  particular, 
fliewn,  that  the  Cadufans  were  a  People  much  ancienter  in  the 
Country,  than  the  Ifaelites,  fince  Nimis  rcckon'd  them  among 
his  Subjeds.     Lib.  vi.  c.  4. 
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A.  M.    a  full  Permiffion  to  return  into  their  native  Land.     {0)  To 

Anl^'chf'ft  this  Purpofe  they  have  obferv'd,  that  feveralof  the  Prophets 

758,  &ff.     who  foretold  their  C«/)//'y/V;',  with    the  fame  Breath,    as  it 

From  I  Kings  vvere,  havc  predicted  their  Return  ;  that,  in  Token  of  fuch 

VIII   to  the  fj^gij.  Return,  (/>)  twelve  Goats  ('for  every  Tribe  onej  were 

Chron.        offered  at   the  Dedication  of  the  new  Temple^  which  would 

0'^W»  fcarce  have  been  done,  had    ten   of  thefe   Tribes  been  left 

behind,  beyond  thelEuphrates  ;  that,  under  Nehemiahy  the 

Levites  confefs'd  the  Sins  of  the  Ten  Tribes  ;  that,  in  the 

Time  of    the  Maccabees^    {q)    all   Palejline  u'as   full    of 

Ifraelites^  as  well  as   Jews  \  that  (r)  St.   Matthew  makes 

Mention  of  the  Land  of  Naphtali  j  and  that  St.  Paul,    in 

his  Defence  before  Jgrippa^  declares,  (s)  That  for  the  Pro- 

mife,  to  which  the  Twelve  Tribes  hope  tq  come,  he  was  called 

in  ^ueftion. 

It  cannot  be  thought  indeed,  but  that  the  Love,  which 
the  Jews,  above  all  other  Nations,  bore  to  their  native 
Country,  and  the  great  Encouragement,  which  the  Princes 
of  the  Eaji  were  pieas'd  to  grant  to  forward  the  Re-Eftab- 
lifhment,  might  tempt  fome  of  eachTribe  to  take  this  Oppor- 
tunity of  returning  with  the  two  Tribes  of  Judah  and  Ben^ 
jamin  5  nor  can  we  doubt,  but  that,  upon  their  Return,  they 
would  be  apt  to  aflbme  their  former  Names,  and,  as  far  as 
in  them  lay,  to  fettle  themfelves  in  their  antient  Pofleilions. 
So  that,  what  with  thofe  thatefcap'd  their  Conqueror's  Fury, 
and  remain'd  untranfported  ;  thofe,  who  return'd  with  Ezra, 
purfuant  to  the  Commlffion,  which  Artaxerxes  gave  him  ; 
and  thofe,  who  took  the  Advantage  of  the  Revolutions  of  the 
Empire,  and  of  the  frequent  Journies,  they  made  to  Jerufa-^ 
kin,  great  Numbers  of  the  antient  Inhabitants  might  be 
found  in  the  Days  of  the  Maccabees,  and  fome  of  every 
Tribe  in  our  Saviour's  Time :  But  that  all  thefe  Returns 
did  never  amount  to  a  full  Reftoration  of  the  People,  we 
have  abundant  Teftimony  to  convince  us. 

JOSEPHUS  (t)  indeed  tells  us,  that  Ezra,  upon  the  Re- 
ceipt of  his  Commiflion  from  Artaxerxes,  communicated 
the  Contents  of  it  to  all  the  Ifraelites,  that  were  in  Exile, 
fome  of  whom  reforted  to  Babylon  in  order  to  return  with 
him  ;  hut  there  were  the7i  another  Sort  of  Ifraelites,  ('as  his 
Words  are)  who,  being  wonted  to  the  Place,  and  fettled  in 
their  Habitations,  chofe  rather  to  continue  where  they  were. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  computes,  that  few  or  none,  but  thofe 

of 

(0)  Calmet's  DifTert.  furies  dix  Tribus,  ^c.  (p)  i  Ef- 

dras  vii.  8.  (q)  i  Maccab.  v.  g,   15,  b'r.  [r]  Matth. 

iv.  15.       {s)  Ads  xxvi.  7.         (tj  Jewilh  Antiq.  lib.  xi.    c.  5. 
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of  the   Tribe  of   Benjamin   and  Judah,  came  along  with     a.  m. 
Ezra',  and  "  This  is  the  Reafon,  (as  he  tells  us)  that,  '^rx'^^f'^^'- 
*'  his  Time,  there  were  only  two  Tribes  to  be  found  in  758,  &c'. 
*'  y^(?  and  Europe  under  the  Roman  Y.m^\xe  ;  for,  as  for  F'onn Kings 
"  the  Ten  Tribes,  they  are  all   planted  beyond  the  Eu-^^'i^^^°^^^ 
"  phrates^  fays  he,,  and  fo  prodigioufly  increas'd  in  Number,  chron. 
**  that  they  are  hardly  to  be  computed."     Nay,  even  thofe,  KjT^CSJ 
that  follow'd  Ezra,  (according  («)  to  the  Sentiment  of  fome 
of  the  Tahnudijis)  were    but  the  Dregs  of  the  People,  be- 
caufe  the  Nobility,  and  principal  Men  of  the  Houfe  oi  Da^ 
vid,  flili  continu'd  in  Chaldea. 

HowEvr.R  this  be,  'tis  certain,  that  Bhilo  (a-),  in  his 
Reprefentatioh  to  Caligula,  tells  him,  that  ferufalem  ought 
to  be  loolc'd  upon,  not  only  as  the  Metropolis  of  fudea,  but 
as  the  Center  of  a  Nation  difpers'd  in  infinite  Places  :  among 
which  he  reckons  the  Ifles  of  Cyprus,  and  Candia,  Egypt^ 
Macedonia,  and  Bithynia  ;  the  Empire  of  the  Perfians^ 
and  all  the  Cities  of  the  Eafi,  except  Babylon,  from  whence 
they  were  then  expelled.  Nay,  prior  to  this  we  read,  (y) 
that  a  great  Number  of  thefe  Orientals  appear 'd  at  Jeru- 
falefn,zt  the  Feaft:  of  Pentecoji,  when,  after  our  Saviour's  Af- 
cenfion,  his  Apofiles  began  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  during  that 
Fejlival.  It  cannot  be  thought,  that  they  were  only  Pro' 
fclytes,  whom  the  Jews  of  the  Difperfion  had  converted  : 
They  muft  have  been  Jews,  who  came  to  facrifice  at  Je- 
rufalem,  according  to  the  Law  ;  for,  by  St.  Luke's  Enume- 
ration of  them,  it  appears,  that  they  were  the  Defcendants 
of  the  Tribes,  that  had  been  long  before  fettled  among  the 
{%)  Medes,  among  the  Parthians,  in  Mefopotamia,  in 
Cappadocia,  in  Pontus,  and  Afia  Minor,  &c.  and  therefore 
we  find  St.  Peter,  the  Apoftle  of  the  Circumcifion,  dire6ling 
his  Epiftle  {a')  to  the  Strangers,  fcattered  throughout  Pontus, 
Galatia,  Cappadocia,  Afia,  and  Bithynia. 

Upon  the  Strength  of  thefe  Authorities  we  may  then 
conclude,  that,  tho'  Artaxerxes,  in  his  Commiflion  to  Ezraj 
[b)  gave  free  Liberty  to  all  Jews  whatever,  that  were  under 
his  Dominions,  to  return  to  Jerufalem,  if  they  were  fo 
minded,  which  fome,  without  doubt,  moft  gladly  embrac'd  ; 
yet  the  main  Bulk  of  the  Ten  Tribes,  being  loth  to  remove, 
continu'd  in  the  Land  of  their  Captivity,  where  they  are  ftill 
to  be  found  in  great  Numbers :  And  therefore  all  thofe  glo- 

(u)  Bafnage,  Hift.  des  Juif.  lib.  vi.  c.  2.  (x)   Pbilof  zd 

Cajum.  (y)  Bafnage,  ibid.         (z)  Atfts  ii.  9.  (a J   i  Pet. 

i.  1.         (^)  I  Efdrasviii.  10,  u. 

Vol.  IV.  U  rious 
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A.  M.     rious  Prophecies,  which  fome  by  Miftake  have  apply'd  to 

Ant^  Chrir.  ^'^^''"  '^^"  Returns  under  the   Jewi/h  Governors  fent  trora 

738,  &c.     Babylon,  do  certainly  relate  to  a  much  greater  Event,  even 

From      their  Converfion,  and /f«<7/ Reftoration,  under  the  Kingdom 

t^^Kd''<>ftheJ/#... 

of  2  cbron.      The  Prophet  Hofea,  fpeaking  of  the  prefcnt  State  of  the 
l/V^*'  Jews,  gives  us  this  Charader,  whereby  to  diftinguifli  them : 
*rhat  they     (<•")  Theyjhall  abide  many  Days  without  a  King,  and  without 
Jhail  return  a  Prince,  and  without  a  Sacrifice,  and  without  an  Image,  and 
and  ht  con.  without  a  Ephod,  and  without  aTeraphim.  In  vain  do  they  boaft 
J^a'   "      of  that  Power  and  Authority,  which  they  never  had,  but  in 
their  own  Country.  The  Kings  and  the  Princes,  that  they  talk 
fo  much  of,  are  all  fi£fitious  and  imaginary.     From  the  firft 
Time  of  their  Tranfmigration  to  this  very  Day,  they  have 
been  a  People  without  any  Governor,  or  Form  of  Govern- 
ment ;  and  if,  in  the  Midft  of  fo  many  different  Nations, 
and  under  fo  fevere  Perfecutions,  they  neverthelefs  have  hi- 
therto been  preferv'd,  it  muft  be  imputed  to  the  fecret  and 
,           wonderful  Providence  of  God,  who  hath  ftill  Defigns  of  Pity 
and  gracious  Loving- Kindnefs  towards  them.     To  this  Pur- 
pofe  the  fame  Prophet  afTures  us,  that  (d)  The  Number  of 
the  Children  of  \{xz.^  Jh all  be  as  the  Sand  of  the  Sea,   which 
cannot  be  meafured  or  numbered ;  and  in  the  Place,  where  it 
was  faid  unto  them,  ye  are  not  my  People,  there  it  fhall  be 
faid  unto  them,  ye  are  the  Sons  of  the  living  God.     For  he 
Jhall  recover  the  Remnant  of  his  People  (fays  another  Pro- 
phet) (e)  that  Jhall  be  left,  • He /hall  fet  up  an  En- 

fign  for  the  Nations,  and  affemblethe  Ouicafis  o/'Ifrael,  and 
gather  together  the  Difperfed  of  Judahfro?n  the  four  Corners 
of  the  Earth  ;  for  (/)  behold  the  Days  come,  faith  the 
Lord,  by  another  of  his  Prophets,  that  it  Jhall  no  more  be 
faid,  the  Lord  Uveth,  that  brought  the  Children  of  Ifrael  out 
of  the  Land  of  Egypt,  but  the  Lord  Uveth,  who  brought  up  the 
Children  oflhzdfrom  the  Land  of  the  North,  and  from  all 
the  Lands,  whither  he  hath  driven  them.  And  I  will  bring 
thejn  again  into  the  Land,  that  I  gave  unto  their  Fathers  ; 
and,  \N)\tu.  this  is  done,  [g]  I  will  no  more  hide  my  Face 
from  them,  hut  (h)  will  rejoice  in  JeruCalem,  and  joy  in  my 
People,     (/)  They  Jhall  be  no  fnore  a   Prey  to  the  Heathen  : 

Violence 

(f)  Hofea  iii.  4.  (d)  Ibid.  i.  10.  {e)   Ifaiah  xi. 

II,  12.  C/J  Jer.  xvi.  14,  15.  (g)  Exek.  xxxix.  29. 

{^)  Ifaiah  Ixv.  19.  (/)  Ezek.xxxiv,  2S. 
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(k)  Violence /ball  be  no  jnore  heard  in  their  Land,  Wajiing,     A.  M. 
nor  DeflruSlion  within  their  Borders  j  but  they  Jhall  call  their  l^t.^cSft. 
Walls  Salvation^  and  their  Gates  Praife.     {I)  Their  Land  y^^]  ^c, 
Jhall  no  more    be   termed   defolate,    (m)  but  they  Jhall  du)ell^^°rniKinz» 
in  the    Land,    that   I  have  given   to    Jacob    my   'S'^^'Z^^"^  End  oVa  * 
even  they  and  their   Children'' s  Children  for  ever  ;  and  zwychron. 
Sevant   David  (not  the  Son  o(  JeJ/e^  who  was  dead  long  i^yV^J 
before  Ezeh'el  piophefy'6,  but  the  MeJJiah,  who  was  to  be 
of  the  Lineage  of  David,  as   Kimchi  explains  itj  Jhall  bi 
their  Prince  for  ever.     Moreover,  I  will  make  a  Covenant 
of  Peace,  which  Jhall  be  an  everlafiing  Covenant  with  them  ; 
and  I  will  fet  my  SanSIuary  among  them  for  evermore.     My 
Tabernacle  Jhall  be  with  them  ;  yea,  I  will  be  their  God,  and 
they  Jhall  be  my  People. 

(nj  Now  tho'  it  cannot  be  deny'd,  that  thefe,  and  feve- 
ral  other  Prophecies  to  the  like  Purpofe,  do  denote  a  great 
and  glorious  Reftoration  to  God's  People  ;  yet  it  fecms  very 
evident,  that  fcarce  any  of  them  can  be  apply'd  to  the  Re- 
turn of  the  Jezvs  from  their  Captivity  in  Babylon.  Long  * 
fince  that  Time,  and  almofl  feventeen  hundred  Years  ago, 
his  Covenant  of  Peace  has  been  departed  from  them ;  Vio- 
lence has  been  in  their  Land,  which  has  been  laid  dejolate  \ 
their  Tabernacle,  and  San£iuary  have  been  confum'd  ;  they 
have  been  a  Prey  to  the  Heathen  ;  and  have  long  ceas'd  to 
be  God's  People,  and  he  to  be  their  God :  And  therefore 
thefe  Prophecies  muft  be  underftood  of  fome  other  Event, 
which  can  only  be  the  general  Converfion  of  the  fews  to 
Chrijiianity,  and  their  Re-eftabllfliment  in  the  Holy  Land. 
For  this  Myftery  the  Apoftle  has  rev'eal'd,  {o)  that  Blind- 
nefs  in  Part  hath  happened  to  Ifrael,  until  the  Fulnefs  of 
the  Qteni^e^  be  come  in,  and  fo  all  Y^xztX  Jhall  be  Javed,  as  it 
is  written,  (p)  there  Jhall  come  out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer, 
and  Jhall  turn  away  Ungodlinejs  from  ]?iCoh.  [q)  Then  Jhall 
the  Lord  fet  his  Hand  again,  a  fecond  Time,  to  recover  the 
Remnant  of  his  People,  and  to  affemhle  the  Outcafis  of 
Ifrael,  from  every  Kindred,  and  Tongue,  and  Nation,  and 
Pfople,  that,  at  (r)  the  Blowing  of  the  great  Trumpet,  they 
may  tome  from  the  Land  of  AfTyria,  and  Egypt,  ai^d  may 
worjhip  the  Lord  in  the  holy  Mount  at  Jerufalem.  When 
this  great  Event  fliall  happen,  'tis  impoflible  for  us  to  deter- 
U  2  mine; 

(^)  Ifaiahlx.iS.  (/)  Ibid.  Ixii.  4.  (w)  Ezek.  xxxvii. 

25.  isfc.  («)  Whit  by  s  Treatife  of  the  true  Millenium, 

(0)  Rom.  xi.  25,  36.  (/>)  Ifaiah.  lix.  20.  (f)  Ibid, 

xi.  II,  ^c.  (r)  Ibid,  xxvii.  13. 
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A.  M.     mine  ;  but  our  Bufinefs,  in  the  mean  Time,  is  to  pray,  that 
^J^.^Vu'A.  {s)  the  Salvation  o/Ifrael  may  corne  out  o/Zion,  that  Jacob 

Ant.  Chnft.  \   '  .   .  ,  /r      i  ill 

6 10,  &c.     may  rejoicey  ana  llrael  7nay  be  glad. 

From 
I  Kings  viii.                             *                     (j)  Pfal.  xiv.  7. 
to  the  End 
of  2  Chron. ______________^ 

C  H  A  p.     V. 

From  the  Death  o/"  Josiah,  '  to  the  Babylonish 
Captivity, 

TIh  History. 

jehoahaz'j       A   FTER  the  Unhappy  Death   of  good  Jofiah^    his  Son 

"Reign   and  ■'•^  'Jehoaha^z.   f  (who  was  alfo   called  Shalhwi)  was  a*- 

bepofuiott.    nointed  King  ;  but,  as  he  was  far  from  following  his  Father's 

Example,  he  was  foon  f  tumbled  down  from  his  Throne 

•  into 

\  jehoahaz  was  not  the  eldeft  Son  of  'Jojlahy  as  appears  from 

this, •  That  he  was  but   three  and  twenty  Years   old, 

when  he  began  to  reign,  and  reign'd  but  three  Months  ;  aft^r 
which  his  Brother  Jehoiakim,  when  he  was  made  King,  was  five 
and  twenty  Years  old,  2  Kings  x\\\\.  31,  32,  For  this  Reafon, 
'tis  faid,  that  the  People  anointed  him,  becaufe,  as  he  did  not 
come  to  the  Crown  by  right  of  Succeffion,  his  Title  might  have 
otherwife  been  difputed ;  for,  in  all  difputed  Cafes,  and 
where  the  Kingdom  came  to  be  contefted,  Anointing  was 
ever  thought  to  give  a  Preference.  At  this  Time  however,  the 
"Je^s  might  have  feme  Reafon  to  prefer  the  younger  Brother, 
becaufe  very  probably  he  was  of  a  more  martial  Spiri,t,  and 
better  qualify'd  to  defend  their  Liberties  againll  the  King  of 
Egypt.  His  proper  Name,  'tis  thought,  was  Shallum  ;  but  our 
learned  Ujher  fuppofes,  that  the  People,  looking  upon  this  as 
ominous,  (becaufe  Shalliun,  King  oi  Ifrael,  reign'd  but  one  Month) 
chang'd  it  to  Jehoahaz,  which  prov'd  not  much  more  fortunate 
to  him,  for  he  reign'd  but  three.  Patrick^  and  Calmet^  Com- 
mentaries. 

-f-  The  Scripture  no  where  tells  us,  upon  what  Occafion  it 
was,  that  Jehoaba^  fell  into  the  King  of  Egypt\  Hands,  or  for 
what  Reafon  it  was,  that  he  us'd  him  fo  feverely  ;  but  it  is 
prefumable,  that,  to  revenge  his  Father's  Death,  he  might  raife 
an  Army,  and  engage  him  in  a  pitch'd  Battle,  tho'  he  failed  in 
the  Attempt.  For  why  (hould  he  put  him  in  Bands,  if  he  'volun- 
tarily went,  and  furrender'd  himfelf  at  Riblah  ?     Or  why  be  fo 

highly 
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into  a  Prifon,  where  he  ended  his  Days,  with  Mifcry  and     A.  M. 
Difgrace,  in    a   flrange  Land.     For  Pharaoh-Nechc,  "P°"  in^"^ cif-r* 
his  Return   from   the  Expedition  'againft  the  Babylonians^  (,1^^  ^l\' 
(wherein  he  had  great  Succel-. J  hearing,  that  Jcboahazhzd     From 
taken  upon  him  the  Kingdom  of  Judr.b   without  his  ^'^^- [1^^%"^' 
fent,  fent  for  him  to  i2/^/^Z)  \n  Syria^  and,  on  his  Arrival,  of  2  ohmn. 
caus'd  him  to   be   put  in  Chains,  and    fent  Prifoner  to  E-  C^'Y'^J 
gypt  *y   where  he  dy'd.     He   had  an  elder  Brother,  whofe 
Name  was  Eliakim  ;  but  Necho,  when  he  came  to  Jerifa- 
lem^  chang'd  it  into  Jehoiakim  f ;    and,  having  conftituted 
him  King,  and  put  the  Land  to  an  anr.nal  Tribute  of  an 
hundred  Talents  of  Silver,  and  a  Talent  of  Gold,  he   re- 
turn'd  with  great  Triumph  into  his  own  Kingdom. 

J  E  HO  I AKI  M,\  being  thus  phc'd  on  the  Throne,  jeh.lakim'* 
went  on  in  his  Brother's  Steps  to  relax  all   the  good  Order  "^'^'^^'^d  and 

^    3  ^"Q  avdPerfecu. 

highly  offended  at  hiin,  for  accepting   of  a  Crown,  which  the  tion  of  the 
People  conferr'd  on  him  ?     The  general  Opinion  therefore  is,  ■P"/"'-"""* 
that  he  was  a  Man  of  a  bold,  and  daring  Spirit,  and  therefdrc 
thofe  Words,  in  the  Prophet  EzdieJ,  are  apply'd  to  him  ;  T/jy 
Mother  is  a  Lionefs  ;  •-■■■■  _/^f  brought  up  one  of  her  Whelps ;   it 

became  a  young  Lion  ; but  he  ^iuas    taken  in  the  Pity 

and  he  -cvas  brought  ivith  Chains  unto  the  Land  of  Egypt  ;  for 
which  Reafon  Pharaoh-Necho  treated  him  in  this  Manner, 
that  he  might  put  it  out  of  his  Power  to  give  him  any  farther 
Difturbance.     Patrick's  and  Calmet''s  Commentaries. 

*  This  the  Prophet  Jereviiah  foretold,  where  he  bids  the 
King,  and  the  People  of  Judah,  not  to  nxieep  for  the  Dead, 
(meaning  fofah)  but  for  him  that  goeth  an.vay  ;  for  he  fl:)all  re- 
turn no  more,  nor  fee  his  nati-ve  Country.  Becaufc,  thus  faith 
the  Lord  concerning  Shallum,  (which  was  the  original,  and  right. 
Name  of  fehoahax'  the  Son  of  Jofiah,  King  of  Judah,  <ixiho 
reigned  infead  of  Joflih,  his  Father,  and 'n;ho  vjent  forth  out  of 
tJ}is  Place,  he  /hall  not  return  hither  a7iy  more,  Jer.  xxii.   i  i . 

f  It  was  an  ufual  Thing  for  Conquerors  to  change  the  Names 
of  the  Perfons,  they  vanquifhed  in  War,  in  Teftimony  of  their  *■ 

abfolute  Power  over  them.  Thus  we  find  the  King  of  ^^iZy/ja 
changing  the  Name  of  Mattaniab  into  Zedckiuh,  when  he  con- 
ftituted  him  Kin^'of  y«^fly^,  zKingsxxiv.  17.  But  our  learned 
Vjher  has  farther  remarked,  that  the  King  ol  Egypt  gave  Elia- 
kim, the  Name  of  Jehoiakim,  thereby  to  teftify,  that  he  afcrib'd 
his  Viitory  over  the  Babylonians  to  Jehovah,  the  God  of 
Jfrael,  by  whofe  Excitation  (as  he  preiended,  2  Chron.  xxxv. 
21,22)  he  undertook  the  Expedition.  Patrick's  and  Cal/mt's 
Commentaries. 

II  As  to  the  Time,  when  Jehoiakim  came  to  the  Throne,  the 
Difference  is  very  remarkable:  For  in  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  9.  it  is 

faid. 
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A.  M.    and  Dircipline  which  his  Father  had  inftituted,  and  the  Peo- 
A^^^ch  T    P^*^  (who  never  heartily  came  into  that  good   King's  Refor- 
6 10,  ©'<•.'   niation)  took   this  Opportunity  to  follow    the  Bent  of  their 
From      deprav'd  Inclinations ;  whereupon    the   Prophet    'Jeremiah 
'  ^h"^y"d  "^^"^  ^""^  ^°  ^''^  King's  Palace,  where  he  denounc'd  God's 
of  2  Chron.  Judgments  againft  him,  and  his  Family,  and  afterwards  into 
^/'■^^^^  the  Temple,  and  there  fpoke  to  all  the  People  after  the  fame 
Manner.     The  Priejis,  offended  at   this  Freedom,    caus'd 
him  to  bcfeiz'd,  and  brought  before  the  King's  Council  in 
Hopes  of  having   him  put  to  Death ;  but   Ahikam  f,  who 
was  one  of  the  chief  Lords  thereof,  fo  befriended  him,  that 
he  got  him  difcharg'd  by  the  general  Suffrage,  not  only  of 
the  Princes,  but  alfo  of  all  the  Elders  of  the  People,  that 
were  then  prefent. 

But 

faid,  that  he  was  but  eight  Tears  old,  but  in  2  Kings  xxiv.  8. 
that  he  was  eighteen,  ixihen  he  began  to  riign  j  and  yet,  confider- 
ing  liow  common  a  Thing  it  was  for  Kings  to  make  their  Sons 
their  v^f/<7/f J  in  the  Kingdom,  thereby  tofecure  the  Pofleffion 
of  it  in  their  Family,  and  prevent  all  Contention  among  the  other 
Brothers,  the  Difference  is  eaiily  reconciled,  by  fuppofing,  that, 
when  his  Father  had  reign'd  one  Year,  he  took  him  to  reign  in 
Conjundlion  with  him,  when  he  was  no  more  than  eight  Years 
old.     With  his  Father  he  reign'd  ten  Years  ;  fo  that,  when  his 
Father  died,  he  was    eighteen  Years  old,  and  then  he  began   to 
reign  alone,  which  was  no  more  than  three  Months.     The  Au- 
thor of  the  Book  of  Kings  makes  Mention  therefore  only  of  the 
Years  when   he  began  alone  ;  but  the  Author  of  the  Chronicles 
fpeaks  of  all  that  he  reign'd,  both  with  his  Father,  and  alone. 
This  is  a  fair  Solution  ;  tho'  I  cannot  fee,  what  Injury  it  can  do 
to  the  Authority  of  the  facred  Text,  if  we  fhould  acknowledge, 
that  there  is  an  Error  in  the  Tranfcriber  of  the  Book  of  Chroni- 
cles ;  becaufe  two  of  the  moil  antient  and  venerable  Verfions, 
the  Syriack  and  Jrabick,  have   rcnder'd  it,  in  that  Place,  not 
»  tight  but  eighteen,  which  they  were  doubtiefs  induc'd  to  do,  by 

thofe   antient  Hebrenxj  Copies,  from  whence  they  form'd  their 
Tranflation.     Patrick's  Commentary,  and  PWs  Annotations. 

-j-  This  ylhikam  was  the  Father  of  Gedaliah,  (2  Kings  xxv. 
zz.)  who  was  afterwards  made  Governor  of  the  «Land,  under 
the  Chaldeans,  and  the  Son  of  Shaphan,  the  Scribe,  (who  was 
chief  Minijlcr  of  State  under  King  Jofiah,  2  Kings  xxii.  12.) 
and  Brother  to  Gemaricb,  Jer.  xxxvi.  10.  Elafab,  Chap.  xxix. 
3.  TicAJaaxaniah,  Ezek.  viii.  11.  who  were  great  Men  in 
thofe  Days,  and  Members  likewife  of  the  Council  with  him  ; 
wJiere,  in  Conjundion  with  them,  he  could  not  fail  of  having  a 
powerful  Interell,  which  he  made  Ufe  of  on  this  Occafion,  to 

deliver 
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But  {a)  JJrijah^  *  another  Prophet  of  the  Lord,  who,     A.  m. 
in  like  Alanner,  had  declar'd  againft  the  Iniquity  of  the  ^^94,  &'f. 
Prince  and  People,  did  not  fo  eafily  efcape;  For,  tho'  he  6,0^  ^"^  ' 
fled  into  Egypt^  when  he  underftood  that  Jehoiakim  had  a      From 
Defign  againft  his  Life  ;  yet  this  did  not  hinder  the  Tyrant '  ^^l"^!.*"'* 
from  purfuing  him  thither,  where  having  procur'dhim  to  bcof  2  ciir"n. 
feiz'd,  he   brought    him  Prifoner  to  Jerufalem,  and   there  ^^/''VXJ 
had  him  executed,  and  his  dead  Body  contemptuoufly  us'd ; 
which  was  no  fmall  Aggravation  to  all  his  other  Crimes. 

He  had  not  been  above  three  Years  upon  the  Throne,  be-  Nebuchad- 
fore  Nabopollafar,  King  of  Babylon,  being  now  become  old  "^^zar  /«- 
and  infirm,  and    perceiving  that,  upon   the  late  Advantage  ^^em    taket 
which  the  King  of  Egypt  had   gain'd  againft  his  Arms,  all  />,  and  the 
Syria  and  Palejiine  had  revolted  from    him,  took  his  Son^'"'?,-^'^'/"- 
Nebuchadnezzar  into  Partnerfhip  with  him  in  the  Empire,  "7rwa'rds %'. 
and  fent  him  with  a  ftrong  Army,  into  thofe  Parts,  in  order  leajet  him. 
to  recover  what  had  been  loft. 

It  was  in  the  fourth  Year  of  fehoiakim,  when  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, having  defeated  Necho's  Army  on  the  Banks  of 

U  4  the 

deliver  the  Prophet  from  that  Mifchief,  which  was  intended  a- 
gainft  him.     Prideaux\  Connexion,  Anno  609. 

{a)  Jer.  xxvi.  20,  l^c. 

*  About  this  Time  alfo  were  living  the  Prophets,  Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah,  and  Nahum,  who,  being  called  to  the  Prophetick 
Office  in  the  Reign  of  Jojiah,  continu'd  (very  likely)  to  this 
Time,  becaufe  we  find  them  prophefying  the  fame  Things  that 
Jeremiah  did,  <vi%.  the  Deftruftion  and  Defolation  of  Judah  and 
Jerufalem,  for  the  many  heinous  Sins,  that  they  were  guilty  of. 
As  to  Habakkuk,  neither  the  Time,  in  which  he  liv'd,  nor  the 
Parents  from  whom  he  was  defcendcd,  are  any  where  named  in 
Scripture  ;  but  his  prophefying  the  Coming  of  the  Chaldeans^ 
in  the  fame  Manner,  that  Jeremiah  did,  gives  us  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  he  liv'd  in  the  fame  Time.  Of  Zephaniah,  it  is  di- 
redlly  faid.  Chap.  i.  that  he  prophefy'd  in  the  Time  of  Jofiahf 
and  in  his  Pedigree,  (which  is  alfo  given  us)  his  Father's  Grand, 
father  is  called  Hexckiah,  whom  feme  take  for  the  King  of  Ju- 
dah, and  confequently,  reckon  this  Prophet  to  have  been  of 
royal  Defcent.  As  to  Nahum,  laftly,  'tis  certain,  that  he  pro- 
phefy'd after  the  Captivity  of  the  Ten  Tribes,  and  before  that 
of  the  other  tivo,  which  he  foretold.  Chap.  i.  Tho'  therefore 
the  Jeivs  do  generally  place  him  in  Manaffeh^  Reign,  yet  others 
chufe  to  refer  him  to  the  latter  Part  of  JoJiaFs,  as  being  nearer 
to  the  Deftruflion  of  Nine'veh,  and  of  the  AJfyrian  Monarchy, 
to  which  feveral  Prophecies  of  his  do  principally  relate.  Pri- 
deaux\  Connedion,  Anno  6og,  and  Honveir^  Hiftory  in  the 
Notes. 
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A.  Mj    the  Euphrates,  march -d  into  Syria  and  Pah/ime,  in  order 
A  "^hf  '■^  recover  thcfe  Provinces,  which  he  loon  did  ;  and,  having 
6ji  j  fcff.     befieg'd  Jertijakm,  took  it,  and  carry 'd  away  the  King,  and 
From      Part  of  the  Vefl'els  of  the  Temple  along  u'ith  him  to  Baby- 
'  ^h'^End   ^°^'     ^^  ^  ^'^'^^  Time  however,  he  relcas'd  him  and  reflor'd 
of  2  Chron.him  to  his  Crown,  on  Condition,  that  he    (hould    become 
S.^'ys^  tributary  to  him,  which  he  continu'd  to  be  for  three  Years  j 
but,    in    the    fourth,    he    retracted   from   that    Subje(Slion, 
whereupon  Nebuchadnezzar  came  upon  him  with    ii   frefh 
Invafion. 
Jeremiah         UpoN  the  firft  Invafion,  the   Rechabitcs,  who,  accord- 
pf'^t  w/'i''"o  ^°  ^^^  Inftitution  of  Jonadah   the  Son  of  Rechab,  their. 
their^Dijohe-Po^'^der,  had  always  abftain'd  from  Wine,  and  hitherto  on- 
dietice,  and  ly  jiv'd  in  Tents,  apprehending  themfelvcs  in  more  Danger 
fi-pphefies     jp,  j.{.jg  o^en  Gountry,  came  to    Jerufalcm   for   Safety.     By 
mill.  thefe  People   God  intended  to  convince  the  ^evos    of  tlieir 

Difobedience  to  him ;  and  therefore  he  ordcr'd  his  Prophet 
'Jeremiah,  to  bring  them  to  an  Apartment  of  the  Temple, 
and  there  offer  them  Wine  to  drink,  which  when  they  re- . 
fus'd  upon  Account  of  its  being  contrary  to  their  Inftitution^ 
which  they  never  yet  had  violated,  the  Prophet,  (after  due 
Commendation  *  of  their  Obedience)  turn'd  it  upon  the 
yews,  and  reproach'd  them,  who  were  God's  peculiar  Peo- 
ple, for  being  lefs  obfervant  of  his  Laws,  than  the  poor 
Rechabiies,  who  were  not  of  the  Stock  of  Ifrael,  had  been 
of  the  Injundion?  of  their  A^nceftor. 

Before 

*  The  Prophet's  Words,  upon  this  Occafion,  are  thefe  ;— — 
Becaufe  ye  hwve  obeyed  the  Commandments  of  Jonadab,  your  Fa- 
ther, and  kept  all  his  Precepts,  and  done  according  to  ally  that  ht 
hath  commanded  you  ;  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofls,  the  God  of 
Jfrael,  Jonadab,  the  Son  of  Rechab,  flmll  not  ivant  a  Man  to 
Jiatid  before  me  for  ever,  Jer.  xxxv.  i8,  19.  To  fand  before  a 
Prince,  or  to  fee  his  Face,  in  Scripture -Phrafe,  denotes  the  //o- 
r.our,  which  accrues  from  being  in  his  Service  ;  but  the  Recha- 
hitcs  were  neither  Priejls,  nor  Levites.  Hitherto  they  had  liv'd 
in  the  Fields,  feparate  from  Towns  and  Villages,  and  were 
avcrfe  indeed  to  any  Employment,  either  in  Church,  or  State : 
But  from  the  Time  of  their  Captivity,  (for  they  were  carry 'd 
along  with  the  Two  Tribes)  we  find  them  employ 'd,  as  Singers 
and  Porters,  in  the  Service  of  the  Temple.  To  fcrve  in  this 
Capacity,  there  was  no  Neceffity  for  their  being  of  the  Trib? 
of  Levi ;  the  Declaration  of  the  Divine  Will,  by  the  Mouth 
of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  was,  in  this  Cafe,  a  fufiicienl  Voca- 
tion.    Cain:et\%  Commentary  on  Jcr,  xxxv.  19. 
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Before    the   next  Invafion,  Jeremiah  prophefy'd  that    a.  m. 
Nebuchadnezzar  would  again  come  againft  Judah  and  Jeru-  "^^ItS.xit. 
falcm;  that  he  would  wafte  the  Country,  and  carry  thePeo-610,  &f<r. ' 
pie  captive  to  Babylon^  where  they  ftiould  continue  in  that      F-oni 
Condition,  for  the  Space   of /^ww/;/  Years ;    with    many /^^jl"^^ Jj"' 
more  Calamities,  and  woeful  Defolations,  that  were  ready  of  2  chron. 
to  fall  upon  them,  if  they  did  not  repent.     But  this  was  fo  yf\'>>J 
far  from  making  any  faving  Imprefiion  upon  them,  that  it 
only  enrag'd  and  exafpe rated  them  the  more  againft  him,  in- 
fomuch,  that  for  Fear  of  their  Malice  and  wrathful  Indigna- 
tion, he  was  f  forc'd  to  keep  himfelf  conceal'd. 

During  his  Concealment,  God  commanded  him  to 
colledt  together,  and  digeft  into  one  Volume,  all  the  Pro- 
phecies, which  he  had  given  him  againft  Ifraely  againft  jfu- 
dahi  and  againft  other  Nations,  from  the  Time  that  he  firft 
bea;an  to  prophefy,  (which  was  in  the  thirteenth  Year  of 
"Jofiah)  if  haply,  by  hearing  all  his  Judgments  fumm'd  up 
together  againfl  them,  they  might  be  brought  to  a  better 
Senfe  of  their  Tranfgreffions.  To  this  Purpofe,  the  Pro- 
phet employ'd   Baruch  f  his  Difciple  and  Amanuenfis^  to 

take 


•f-  Jeremiah''^  "Words,  upon   this  Occafion,  are ; 


/  am  J/JUt  up,  I  cannot  go  into  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  Chap. 
xxxvi.  5.  But  then  the  Queftion  is,  what  we  are  to  underftand 
by  his  being  J^ut  up  P  For,  that  he  was  not,  at  that  Time,  fhut 
up  in  Prifon,  is  plain  from  the  Prince's  advifing  him,  and  Ba- 
ruch, to  hide  themfelves,  ver.  ig.  yunius  and  Tremellius  do 
therefore  fuppofe  three  Ways  of  his  being  Jhut  up,  and  leave  it 
to  our  Choice,  which  to  take.  The  firji  is,  that  the  King  had 
forbidden  him  to  go  any  more  into  the  Temple  to  prophefy 
fuch  terrible  Things  to  the  People;  but  the  Prophets  of  God  did 
not  ufe  to  obferve  fuch  Prohibitions  of  xks.^\x  prophet ick  Minifvry. 
The  fecond  is,  that  the  chief  Priefts  had  excommunicated  him, 
and  therefore  he  might  not  go  ;  but  this,  in  all  Likelihood,  he 
would  have  lefs  regarded,  for  the  fame  Reafon.  The  third  is, 
that  God,  to  provide  for  the  Safety  of  his  Prophet,  and  to  pu- 
ni(h  the  Obftinacy  of  the  People,  would  not  permit  him  to  go 
any  more  among  them.  This,  of  the  three,  feems  the  moft 
probable;  tho'  the  Phrafe  may  very  properly  denote  no  more, 
than  the  Prophet's  concealing  himfelf,  and  keeping  at  Home, 
for  Fear  of  fome  Mifchief  from  thte  People.  HonxieU\  Hiflory, 
in  the  Notes. 

f  Baruch,  the  Son  of  Neriah,  and  Grandfon  of  Maafeiahy 
was  of  an  illuftrious  Birth,  and  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah.  Se- 
raiah,  his  Brother,  had  a  confiderable  Employment  in  the  Court 

of 
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A.  M.     of  King  Zedekiah,  but  himfelf  kept  clofe  to  the  Perfon  of  Jere- 
3394-.  ©''■•   miah,  and  was  liis  moft  faithful  DifcipUy  the'  Iris  Adherence  to 
6 ' '    &c  '  ^'^  Matter  drew  upon  him  fcveral  Periecutions,  and  a  great  deal 
From      of  bad  Treatment.     After  the  Deftrudlion  of  Jerufalem  by  "Ne- 
1  icings  viii.  buchadnezzar,  Baruch  and  his  Mailer  was  permitted  to  flay  in 
toiheEnd    j^g  Land  of  Judea  ;  but  when  the  Remains  of   the  People, 
j^-v'^'  which  were  left  behind,  after  having  flain  their  Governor  Geda- 
liahf  were   for  retiring  into  Egypt,  they   compelled  Jeremiah^ 
and   his  Difciple,  to  go  along  with  them,  where  the  Prophet 
dy'd,  and  Baruch  foon  after  made  his  Efcape  to  his  Brethren  in 
Babylon,  where,  according  to  the  Tradition  of  the  Rabbins^  he 
likewife  dy'd  in  the  twelfth   Year  of  the   Capti'vity.     But  of 
what  Authority  the  Book,  which  goes  under  his  Name,  is,  or 
by  whom  it  was  written,  and  whether  any  Thing  related  therein 
be  hiflorically  true,  or  the  whole  of  it  a  Fiiiion,  is  altogether 
uncertain.     Grotius,  in  his  Commentary   upon  it,  thinks  it  an 
entire  Fidlion   of  fome  HelUniJiical  Jenv,  under  the  Name  of 
Baruch:  And  St.  Jerom,  long  before  him,  (in  the  Preface  to  his 
Expofition  of  Jeremiah)  tells  us,  that  the  Reafon,  why  he  did 
not  make  a  Comment  on  this  Book  (though,  in   the  Edition  of 
the  Septuagint,  it  be  join'd  with  Jeremiah)  was,  becaufe  it  was 
not  deem'd  canonical  among  the  Hebreius,  and  contains  an  Epif- 
tie,  which  falfely  bears  the  Name  of  Jeremiah.     This  Epiftle  is 
annex'd  to  the  Book,  and,  in  the  common  Divifion  of  it,  makes 
the  laft  Chapter  :  But  the  main  Subjeii  of  the  Book  itfelf  is  like* 
wife  an  Epiftle,  either  fent,  or  feign'd  to  befent,  by  King  Jeboia- 
kirn,  and  the  Jenvs,  who  were  in  Capti'vity  with  him  in  Babylott, 
to  their  Brethren    the    Jeivs,  who  were  ftill  left  in  Judah,  and 
Jerufalem  :  Wherein  they  recommend  to  their  Prayers  the  Em- 
peror Nebuchadnezzar  and  his  Children,  that,  under  his  Domi- 
nion, they  may  lead  quiet  and  peaceable   Lives ;  wherein  they 
confefs  their  Sins,  and  aflc  Pardon  for  what  is  paft,  take  Notice 
of  the  Threats  of  the  Prophets,  which  they  had  fo  long  dc- 
fpis'd,  and  acknowledge  the  Righteoufnefs  of  God,  in  what  he 
had  brought  upon  them;  wherein  they  remind  them  of  the  Ad- 
vantages, which  the  Jeijus  had  in  their  Knowledge  of  the  Law 
of  God,  and  of  true  Wifdom,  above   all  other   Nations,  and 
thereupon  exhort  them  to  reform  their  Manners,  and  forfake 
their  evil  Cuftoms,  which  would  be  the  only  Means  to  bring  a- 
bout  their  Deliverance  from    the  Captivity,  under  which  they 
groan'd.     The  Whole  is  introduc'd  with  an  hijiorical  Preface, 
wherein  it  is  related,  that  Baruch,  being  then  at  Babylon,  did, 
in  the  Name  of  the  captive  King  and  his  People,  draw  up  the 
fame  Epiftle,  and  afterwards  read  it  to  them  for  their  Approba- 
tion ;  and  that,  together  with  it,  they  fent  a  Collcdlion  of  Mo- 
ney to  the  High-Prieft  at  Jerufalem  for  the  Maintenance  of  the 
daily  Sacrifices.     This  is  the  Subftance  of  the  Book  itfelf:  And, 
in  the  Letter  annex'd  to  it,  which  goes  under  Jeremiah's  Name, 

the 
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take  a  Copy  f  of  them  from  his  Mouth,  and,  when  he  had     a.  m. 
fo  done,  order'd  him  to  go  up  into  the  Temple,  on  the  Day  A„^t!chf£ 
of  Expiation -^i  and  there  read  it  in  the  Hearing  of  all  the6ic*  &c.' 
People.  ^""^  ... 

Pursuant  to  his  Inftruflions  Baruch  went,  and,  inj^  th?End' 
Gemariah'^  +  Apartment,  read  the  Book,  firft  to  the  People,  of  a  Crhon- 

who  >^Wj 

the  Vanity  of  the  Bahylonifa  Idols  and  Idolatry  is  fet  forth  at 
large,  and  with  Livelinefs  enough.  Of  the  Whole  there  are 
but  three  Copies ;  one  in  Greeks  and  the  other  two  in  Syriacky 
whereof  one  agreeth  with  the  Greek,  though  the  other  very 
much  differs  from  it ;  but  in  what  Language  it  was  originally 
written,  or  whether  one  of  thefe  be  not  the  Original,  or  which 
of  them  may  be  fo,  'tis  next  to  impoffible  to  tell.  Prideaux'% 
Connexion,  Anno  595.  and  Ca/OTf/'s  Preface  fur  ^arac/?'. 

•j-  How  Jeremiah  could  remember  all  the  Prophecies,  that  he 
uttered,  for  the  Space  of  two  and  twenty  Years  together,  we 
can  hardly  conceive,  unlefs  we  allow,  that  he  had  the  particular 
Infpiration  of  God  to  bring  all  Things  to  his  Remembrance, 
that  he  might  neither  forget,  nor  mifreprefent  them  in  his  Reci- 
tal to  Baruch :  For,  without  fuch  a  fupematural  Afliftance, 
what  Security  have  we,  that  this  Part  of  the  Scriptures  is  the 
Work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft?  Calmet^  Commentary  on  Jer. 
xxxvi.  4. 

-f-  Some  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  was  done  on  the  great 
Day  of  Fajling,  or  folemn  Expiation,  which  was  obferv'd  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  Civil  Year,  on  the  tenth  Day  of  the 
Month  Tizri,  which  anfwers  to  the  latter  End  of  our  September, 
and  the  Beginning  of  OSlober ;  but  the  Context  feems  to  denote, 
that  it  was  on  the  Faji-day,  mention'd  in  the  ninth  Verfe  to 
have  been  proclaim'd  in  the  fifth  Year  of  Jehoiaktm,  which 
muft  have  been  a  Faft  extraordinary ^  and  appointed  upon  fome 
particular  Occafion  of  the  State,  becaufe  the  Law  had  ordain'd 
no  fuch  Obfervation  on  the  ninth  Month:  But  what  that  particu- 
lar Occafion  was,  it  is  not  fo  well  known  ;  tho'  fome  have 
imagin'd,  that  it  was  in  Commemoration  of  the  Calamity, 
which  had  befallen  Jerufalem  the  Year  before,  when  Nehuchad- 
nez,zar  had  fent  to  Babylon  Part  of  the  Veffels  of  the  Houfe  of 
the  Lord,  and  was  upon  the  Point  of  fending  away  captive  the 
King,  and  all  his  Princes.  Calmet''s  Commentary  on  Jer, 
xxxvi.  4,  9. 

-{•  This  Gemariah  was  one  of  the  Captains  of  the  Tem- 
ple, whofe  Apartment  was  near  the  'Ne<vo  Gate,  whereof  he 
kept  Guard,  and  had  a  certain  Number  of  Le'vites  under  him, 
who  conftantly  flood  Centinel.  For  the  Temple,  we  muil 
know,  was  guarded  like  a  King's  Palace  j  and,  as  the  upper 
Courtt  which  is  mention'd  in  the  Text,  was,  in  all  Probability, 

the 
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A.  M.  who  flood  below  in  the  Courts,  and  afterwards  to  the  Priif 
A^*^  Chrlft  ^^^»  ^^^^  ^^'^^  ^^^  together  in  the  Secretary's  Chamber,  and 
6io,  &c.     "^vho  thereupon  advis'd  him,  and  his  Mafter  Jeremiah^  both 

From  f  to  keep  out  of  the  Way,  until  they  had  known  the  King's 
'*^!"2!,^'!'Pleafureconcernin2;  it.     As  foon  as  the  King  was  inform'd 

to  the  ind  ^  .  ^     . 

cf  a  chron.  of  the  Book,  he  fent  one  of  his  Attendants  for  it,  and  com- 
|»,^''V%^  manded  him  to  read  it :  But  he  had  not  gone  far,  before  the 
King,  impatient  to  hear  the  Judgments  denounc'd  agaipft 
him,  fnatch'd  it  out  of  his  Hand,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
Importunity  of  his  Nobles  to  difluade  him,  cut  it  to  pieces, 
and  threw  it  into  the  Fire  *,  which  was  upon  the  Hearth^ 
(for  it  was  then  the  Winter  Seafon)  where  it  was  confum'd  i 
and  then  immediately  fent  out  his  Officers  to  apprehend  the 
Prophet  and  his  Amanuenfti^  but  they  had  both  withdrawn 
to  a  Place  of  Security,  and  could  not  be  found. 

Upon 

the  Prirjis  Court',  (o  ih&Gate,  Vj\itTeo^ Getnariah  had  Charge, 
mull  have  been  the  Eaji  Gate  of  that  Court,  which,  in  the  Reign 
c)^  johbflyapkat,  2  Chron.  XX,  5.  is  called  the  'Ncvo  Court.  Cal- 
met's  Commentary. 

T  The  Advice,  -which  the  Princes  of  Judah  give,  upon  this 
Occafion,  is  very  remarkable,  becaufe  it  reconciles  their  Duty 
to  God,  to  Juilice,  and  to  Charity,  with  what  they  were  oblig'd 
to  from  their  Prince.  Their  Prince,  they  knew,  was  of  an  hally 
and  violent  Temper ;  and  yet  the  Contents  of  the  Book  were 
iach,  that  it  woald  not  be  fafe  for  him  to  be  ignorant  of  it  ; 
and  therefore,  being  in  Duty  bound  to  acquaint  him  with  it, 
they  advis'd  Bariuh  and  his  Malkr  to  provide  for  their  own 
Security,  until  they  fhould  fee  what  Effeft  it  would  have  upon 
the  King,  whereof  they  promised,  no  doubt,  to  give  them  Intel- 
ligence.    Calniet\  Commentary. 

*  The  Text  tells  us,  that  it  Vv'as  in  the  ninth  Month,  (which 
anfvvers  in  part  to  our  Month  of  No'vember)  when  the  Kit^g  burnt 
the  Bock.  After  that  the  Rain  began  to  fall  in  the  Month  of 
September,  the  Weather  generally  grew  raw  and  cold,  fo  that 
a  Fire,  at  this  Time,  was  not  unfeafonabie :  The  Cuitom  how- 
ever, in  this  Country,  was  not  to  have  Chimnies,  as  it  is  among 
us.  The  Fire  u-as  made  in  the  Middle  of  the  Room,  upon  an 
hearth,  or  in  a  Stove,  and  the  Smoke  went  out,  either  at  the 
Door,  or  Window,  or  feme  Opening  made  on  purpofe  in  the 
Koof  the  Houfe,  as  we  fee  in  fome  of  our  College-halls,  and 
fome  Kitchens  in  antient  Monafteries,  where  the  Chimney  is  in 
the  Midll  of  the  Roof,  in  the  Form  of  a  Cupola,  with  feveral 
Openings,  for  the  Smoke  to  fly  out  at.  For,  that  there  were 
jcrmcrly  no  Chimnies,  in  the  Manner  vve  make  them  now,  is 
plain  from  the  Obfervatjon,  which  his  Annotator  makes  upon 

Vitrwuius, 
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Upon  burning  the  Book,    Jeremiah  was  commanded  to     a.  m. 
make  another  in°the  fame  Manner;  to  have  the  fame  PfO" Arft^'cfwf 
phecies  inferted   in  it,  with  fome  (/>)  farther  Denunciations  610]  &][' 
againft  Jehoiakim  and  his  Houfe,  which,  in  a  fhort  Time,       From 
began  to  take  EfFea.     For  Nebuchadnezzar^  (as  we  faid)  ;^^/^"|'^^^]i- 
having  invaded  JW^^,  and  laid  Siege  to   Jcrufalem,   foon  of  2  Chtcn. 
took  it,  and  put  f  ehoiakim  in  Chains  to  carry  him  to  Baby-  W^r\J| 
Ion  ;  but,  upon  his  Humiliation,  and  fwearing  Fealty  to  him,^^^'^  ^c- 
he  again   reftor'd  him  to  his  Kingdom,   and  left  Jerufalem  NetuThtd- 
in  order  to  purfue  his  Vidories  againft  the  Egyptians :  But  nezzar  -*-- 
before  he  did  that,  he*  caus'd  great  Numbers  of  the  People  ^''^",  """^ 
to  be  fent  Captives  to  Babylon^  and  gave  particular  Orders-^^^'*^ 
to  AJhpenaz  the  Mafler  of  his  Eunuchs,    that,  out  of  the      *' 
Children  of  the  Royal  Family,   and  of  the  Nobility  of  the 
Land,  he  fhould  make  choice  of  fuch,  as  furpafs'd  others  in 
Beauty  and  Wit,   that,  when  they  came   to  Babylon,  they 
might  be  made  Ewiuchs  too,  and  attend  in  his  Palace.     This 
AJhpenaz  accordingly  did ;  and,  among  the  Children,  that 
were  carry'd  away  captive  *  for  this  Purpofe,  vntxt  Daniel, 

Hananiahy 

Vitrwvius,  viz.  that,  in  all  bis  Bock  of  Arckiteflure,  he  makes 
no   mention  of  Chimnies,   which  he  queftionlefs   would  have 
done,  had  they  been  of  Ufe  in  his  Time.     Calmet^  Commentary, 
and  M.  Perault  fur  Vitruv.  liv.  vi.  c.  8.^, 
(b)  Jer.  xxxvi.  30,  31. 

*  Since  the  People  were  thus  carry'd  into  Captivity  ;  the  Sons 
of  the  Royal  Family,  and  of  the  Nobility  of  the  Land,  made 
Eunuchs  and  Slaves  in  the  Palace  of  the  King  of  Babylon;  the 
Vefiels  of  the  Temple  carry'd  thither,  the  King  made  a  Tribu- 
tary, and  the  whole  Land  now  brought  into  Vajfalage  under  the 
Babylonians  ;  from  hence  we  muft  reckon  the  Beginning  of  the 
fe-venty  Tears  Captivity  foretold  by  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  Chap. 
XXV.  ii.andxxix.  10.  and  in  t\vt  fourth  Year  of  Jehoiakim 
muft  be  the  firft  Year  in  that  Computation.  Prideaux\  Con- 
nexion, Anno  606. 

*  Some  indeed  do  place  their  Captivity  feveral  Years  later, 
but  it  is  abfoluteiy  inconfiftent  with  what  is  elfewhere  faid  in 
Scripture  :  For,  thefe  Children,  after  their  carrying  away  to 
Babylon,  were  to  be  three  Years  under  the  Tuition  of  the  Mafier 
of  the  Eunuchs,  Dan.  i,  5.  to  be  inftrufted  by  him  in  the  Lan- 
guage and  Learning  of  the  Chaldeans,  before  they  could  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Frefence  of  the  King,  to  ftand,  and  ferve,  before 
him.  But,  in  x\itfecondYt2iX  q{  Nebuchadnezzar  %^€\<gx\,  after 
his  Father's  Death,  (which  was  but  the  fourth  Year  after  his 
firft  Taking  of  Jerufalem)  Daniel  had  not  only  Admiffion  and 

Freedom 
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A,  M.  Hananiah^  M'lJJmel^  and  Azariah.  Daniel,  upon  his  Ar- 
Aiu^'ch^V  ^'^^^  ^"  Babylon,  was  called  Beltejhazzar,  and  the  other  three 
6io,  £ff.  '  were  nam'd  Shadrach,    Mcjhach,   and  Abednego,  of  whom 

From      we  have  feveral  1  hings  to  fay  in  another  Place. 
to^iKd'      JEH0IAKIM,zktrhQh7id  liv'd   in  Subjeaion  to 
of  2  chron.  the  King  of  Babylon  for  three  Years,   rebelled  againft  him  ; 
^'''Y'N^  and,  refufing  to   pay  him  any  more  Tribute,   renew'd  his 
Confederacy  with  Necho  King  of  Egyyt.     Hereupon  Nebu- 
chadnezzar *,  not  being  at  Leifure  to  come  himfelf  to  chaf- 
tize  him,  fent  Orders  to  all  his  Lieutenants,   and  Governors 
of  Provinces  in  thofe   Parts,   to  make  War   againft   him, 
which  brought  upon   him  Inroads  and  Depredations  from 
every  Quarter ;  till,  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  all 
Parties  join'd  together  againft  him,   and,  having  fhut  him  up 
in  Jerufalem,  they   took  him  Prifoncr  in  a  Sally,  which  he 
made  upon  them,    flew  him  with  the  Sword,  and,  in  the 

Completion 

Freedom  of  Accefs  to  the  King,  but  we  find  him  there  interpre- 
ting his  Dream,  Dan.  ii.  and  immediately  thereupon  advanc'd 
to  be  the  Chief  of  the  Governors  of  the  ijuife  Men,  and  Ruler  o- 
ver  all  the  Provinces  oi  Babylon  ;  and  lefs,  than  lour  Years  Inftruc- 
tion  in  the  Language,  Laws,  Ufages,  and  Learning  of  the  Country, 
can  fcarce  be  thought  fufficient  to  qualify  him  for  fuchaTruft,  nor 
could  he  any  fooner  be  old  enough  for  it,  becaufe  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  when  he  was  firft  carry'd  away  from  Jerufalem,  he 
was  but  a  Youth,     Frideaux'z  Connedion,  Anno  6o6. 

*  What  detained  him  from  going  in  Perfon  againft  Jerufalem 
we  are  not  told;  only  it  appears,  that,  in  the  tenth  Year  of 
Jehoiahim,  he  was  engag'd  in  an  Arbitration  between  the  Medes 

and  Lydians,  the  Occafion  of  which  was  this  j After  the 

Medes  had  rccover'd  all  the  Upper  Afta  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Scythians,  and  again  extended  their  Borders  to  the  River  Halys 
which  was  the  common  Boundary  between  them,  and  the  Lydians, 
it  was  not  long  before  there  happened  a  War  between  thefe  two 
Nations,  which  was  manag'd  for  five  Years  together  with  vari- 
ous Succefs.  In  the  fixth  Year,  intending  to  make  one  Battle 
dccifive,  they  engag'd  each  other  with  their  utmoft  Strength  ; 
but  in  the  Midft  of  the  Adtion,  and  while  the  Fortune  of  the  Day 
feem'd  to  hang  in  an  equal  Balance  between  them,  there  hap- 
pcn'd  an  Eclipfe,  which  overfpread  both  the  Armies  with  Dark- 
nefsj  whereupon  they  defifted  from  fighting,  and  agreed  to 
refer  the  Controverfy  to  the  Arbitration  of  two  neighbouring 
Princes.  The  Lydians  chofe  Siennefis,  King  of  Cilicia  ;  and  the 
Medes,  Nebuchadnezzar,  (v/ho,hy  Herodotus  lib.  i.  is  called  Za/^- 
vetus)  King  of  Babylon,  who  concluded  a  Peace  between  them, 
on  the  Terms,  that  Aflyages,  Son  of  Cjapeares,  King  of  Media, 

ihould 
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Completion  of  the  {c)  Prophet's  Prediaion  concerning  him,    A.  M- 
II  caft  his  dead  Body  in  the  High-Way,  without  allowing  '^O^^f;^'^^ 
the  Decency  of  a  Funeral.  ^  ^  610,  &c. 

After  the  Death  of  his  Father,  ytf^(j/W/>/«||  (who  is  From  1  Kings 
likewife  called  Coniah,  and  Jeconiah)  afcended  the  Throne  ;  ^'|^'j  ^°  ^^' 
but  for  the  little  Time,  that  he  continued  chCreon,  perfiftingchwn. 
in  his  Father's  Impieties,  he  drew  upon  himfelf  {d)  a  bitter  ^ Wj 
Declaration  of  God's  Wrath,  which  was  fpeedily  executed.  Je'io'achin 
For,  in  three  Months  after  his  Father's  Death,  Nebucbe/d-^p"'lJ^  j^^ 
nezzar-f,  coming  in  Perfon  with  his  Royal  Army  to  Jeru-isdepoi-dby 

/£?/^»J,  Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

fhould  take  to  Wife  Ariena,  the  Daughter  of  Halyattis,  King 
o(  the  LyJians ;  of  which  Marriage,  within  a  Year  after,  was 
born  Cyaxares,  who  is  called  Darius  the  Mede,  in  the  Book  of 
Daniel.     Prideaux\  CoxinQ3.ion,  Anno  528. 

(c)  Jer.  xxii.  18,  ig. 

II  In  2  Kings  xxiv.  6.  we  are  told  exprefsly,  that  Jehoiakim 
flept  nuith  his  Fathers,  and  yet  it  is  very  certain,  that  he  was 
neither  bury'd  with  them,  nor  dy'd  in  his  Bed,  but  lay  above 
Ground  unbury'd,  according  to  the  Prediftion  of  the  Prophet, 
Jer.  XXX vi.  30  expofed  in  the  Day  to  the  tieat,  and  in  the  Night 
to  the  Froji  ;  from  whence  it  appears,  that  to  Jleep  ivith  one's  Fa- 
ther fignifies  no  more,  than  to  die,  as  they  did.  Patrick's  Com- 
mentary. 

II  His  fucceeding  his  Father  in  the  Throne  of  Judah  may 
feem  to  difagree  with  the  Threat,  which  the  Prophet  denoun- 
ces againft  his  Father,   Jer.  xxxvi.  30. He  Jh all  have  none 

to  fit  upon  the  Throne  o/'David.  But  as  Jehoiachin%  Reign  lafted 
little  more,  than  three  Months,  during  which  Time  he  was  ab- 
folutely  fubjed  to  the  Chaldeans,  a  Reign  of  fo  fliort  a  Conti- 
nuance, and  fo  fmall  Authority,  may  very  juftly  be  look'd  upon 
as  Nothing.     Calmeii  Commentary. 

(d)  Jer.  xxii.  24, — 30. 

•j-  It  is  very  probable,  that  Nehuchadnexzar  heard,  that  he  had 
enter'd  into  a  Confederacy  with  the  King  of  Egypt,  as  his  Suc- 
ceffor  did ;  and  therefore  fent  an  Army  againft  him,  in  the  very 
Beginning  of  his  Reign,  to  lay  Siege  to  Jerufalem,  againft  which 
he  intended  to  come  himfelf:  But  the  Jenus  have  a  Conceit, 
that  Nebuchadnezzar  i  Counfellors  reprcfented  to  him,  how  un- 
advifedly  he  had  afted,  in  making  him  King,  whofe  Father  had 
been  in  Rebellion  againft  him,  and  that,  upon  their  Reprefenta- 
tion,  he  refolvM  to  depofe  him.  From  an  ill  Dog  there  never 
comes  a  good  Whelp,  was  the  Proverb,  they  fay,  which  the  Coun- 
fellors made  ufe  of  on  this  Occafion ;  and  to  make  this  more 
feafible,  to  the  Father  and  Son  they  generally  apply  that  PafTage 
in  Exekitl,'^'  •  »  'She  took  anotbsr  of  hir  Whelps ^  and  made  him 

a  young 
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A.  M.     fahm^   (which  was    then   block'd  up  by  his  Lieutenants) 

3594,  ^f-  caus'd  the  Place  to  be  begirt  with  a  clofe  Siege  on  every  Side. 

6ioj  £f<r.     This  fo  terrify'd  Jehoiachin,  that,  f  taking  his  Mother,  his 

From      Princes,   and  his  chief  Minifters  with  him,  he    went   out 

'^'"f^!,^'"*to  Nebuchadnezzar,   and  deliver'd    himfelf  into  his  Hand  ; 

•f  2  chron.  who,   tho'  he  fpar'd  his  Life,   put  him  in  Chains,  and  fent 

V,^'"Y">^  him  to  Babylon,   where  he   continu'd  in   Prifon,  until  the 

Death  of  his  Conqueror  :    But  when  EvUmerodach  *  fuc- 

ceeded  to  his  Father's  Throne,  he  not  only  releas'd  him  from 

his  Imprifonment,  (which  had  continu'd  for  feven  and  thirty 

Years)  but  treated   him  with  great  Humanity   and  Refpedt, 

allowing   him  an  honourable  Maintenance,  and  giving  him 

the  Precedence  of  all  other  Princes  in  Babylon. 

At  this  Time,  Nebuchadnezzar  carry'd  away  with  him 
(befides  the  King  and  his  Family)  a  vaft  Number  of  other 
Captives,  famong  whoni  was  Ezekiel  the  Prophet)  all 
the  mighty  Men  of  Valour,  and  all  the  ufeful  Artificers,  out 
of  Jerufalejn,  ||  to  the  Number  of  ten  Thoufand  Men,  to- 
gether 

W  yeutig  Lion,  and  he  nvent  up  and  daiun  among  the  Lioni.  He 
became  a  young  Lion,  and  learned  to  catch  the  Prey,  and  devour 
Men.'  7 hen  the  Nations  fet  againjl  him  on  e'very  Side,  from 

ihe  Pronjin'ces:  They  fpread  their  Net  o'ver  him,  and  he 'was  ta- 
ken in  their  Pit,  Chap.  xix.  6,  ^c.  Calmet\  and  Patrick''t 
Commentaries. 

f  It  is  very  probable,  that  he  made  this  Silrretider,  at  the  Ad- 
vice of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  who  gave  the  fame  Counfel,  more 
than  once,  to  his  Succeflbr  Zedekiah,  Jer.  xxi.  g. — xxvii.  17.— 
XTxviii.  2. 

*  During  his  Father's  Indifpofition,  who  fancy 'd  himfelf  meta- 
morphos'd  into  an  Ox,  he  took  upon  him  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Government ;  but,  after  feven  Years,  when  his  Father  re- 
cover'd  hisUnderftanding.fo  as  once  more  to  afcend  the  Throne, 
E'uilmerodach,  as  feme  believe,  was  imprifon'd  by  his  Father, 
and,  in  his  Confinement,  tontrafled  an  Acquaintance  and  Inti- 
macy with  Jehoiachin  ;  fo  that,  after  his  Father's  Death,  and  his 
full  Acceffion  to  the  Throne,  he  releas'd  him  out  of  Prifon,  aad 
heap'd  many  Favours  upon  him  :  And  'twas  by  his  Advice,  (as 
the  Jeivs  tell  us)  that  E'vilmerodach  took  his  Father  out  of  the 
Ground,  after  he  was  dead  and  bury'd,  cut  his  Body  in  Pieces, 
and  gave  them  to  three  hundred  Ravens,  left  he  (hould  return 
from  his  Grave,  as  he  had  before  recover'd  from  his  Metamor- 
fhofis  into  an  Ox.  Calmet\  Didonary,  under  the  Word  E'vil- 
merodach. 

II  This  muft  be  underftood  of  the  whole  Number  of  the  Peo- 
ple, that  were  at  thia  Time  carry'd  captive,  which  (according 

to 
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gether  with  all  the  Treafures,  and  f  rich FurnitureoftheTem-     a.  m. 
pie,  and  of  the  royal  Palace.  What  he  left  in  the  Land  were  on-  3394,  &c. 
]y  the  poorer  Sort  of  People,  over  whom  he  made  Mattaniah,  e  "q"  ^^f^' 
the  third  Son  of  Jofiah,  King.  Of  him  he  took  a  folemn  Oath  From  iKing* 
to  be  faithful  and  true  in  his  Obedience  to  the  Crown  of  ^^-p"'"'^^ 
bylon  ;  and  to  engage  him  the  more  to  bey^*,  he  chang'd  his  ^"chrcn. 
Name  to  Zedekiah,  ('which  fignifies  the  Ju/iice  of  the  Lord)  \,y'\">^ 
intending  thereby   to    put  him  in  Mind  of  the  Vengeance, 
he  was  to  expe6l  from  the  Jujiice  of  the  Lord  his  God,  if 
he  violated  that  Fidelity  which  he  had,  in  his  Name,  fworn 
unto  him. 

to  Abarhinel)  was  thus  made  up ;  '  ^ehoiachin,  and  all  his 

Court,  and  great  Men,  were  feven  Thoufand  ;  the  Craftfmen  a 
Thoufand ;  and  other  confiderable  Men  in  the  Country  two 
Thoufand,  which  compleated  the  Number.  'Jeremiah  indeed 
computes  them  to  be  little  above  three  Thoufand,  that  were  now 
carry 'd  aw^y,  but  he  reckons  only  thofe,  that  were  carry'd  from 
Jerufalem  \  whereas,  in  2  Kings  xxiv.  16.  there  is  an  Account  of 
thofe,  who  were  carry'd  from  other  Cities,  and  out  of  the 
Tribe  of  Benjamin,  which  were  feven  Thoufand  :  and  this  re- 
conciles the  Difference.     Patrick^  Commentary. 

•}-  Nebuchadnezzar  carry'd  away  the  Veffels,  and  rich  Furni- 
ture, of  the  Temple,  at  three  different  Times,  ift,  in  the  third 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  Jehoiakim,  when  he  firft  took  Jerufalem, 
he  carry'd  Part  of  the  Fefjels  of  the  Houfe  ofGodavjay,  into  the 
Land  of  Shin3.r,  and  put  them  into  the  Houfe  of  his  God,  Dan.  i. 
2.  Thefe  were  the  Veffels,  which  his  Son  Beljhazzar  profan'd, 
Dan.  V.  2.  and  which  Cyrus  reftor'd  to  the  Jeivs,  (Ezra  i.  7.) 
to  be  fet  up  again  in  the  Temple  when  rebuilt.  2dly,  In  the 
Reign  of  Jehoiachin,  he  took  the  City  again,  and  cut  in  Pieces  a 
great  Part  of  the  Veffels  of  Gold,  which  Solomon  had  made,  2 
Kings  xxiv.  i  3.  anH,  by  fome  Chance  or  other,  had  efcap'd  his 
former  Plunder.  3dly,  In  the  eleventh  Year  of  Zedekiah,  he 
pillag'd  the  Temple  once  more,  when  he  brake  in  Pieces  the 
Pillars  of  Brafs,  and  the  Bafes,  and  the  Brazen  Sea,  and  took  a- 
long  with  them  all  the  Veffels  of  Silver  and  Gold  that  he  could 
find,  and  carry'd  them  to  5«^v/o»,  2  Kings  xxv.  13.^^.  It  is 
fomewhat  ftrange,  that,  among  all  this  Inventory,  we  hear  no 
Mention  made  of  the  Ark  of  the  Conjenant,  which,"  of  all  other 
Things,  was  held  moll:  facred  ;  but  it  is  very  probable,  that  it 
was  burnt  together  with  the  Temple,  in  this  lalt  Defolation. 
For,  what  fome  fay  of  its  being  hidden  by  the  Prophet  Jeremiah, 
in  a  certain  Cave  in  Mount  Nebo,  is  a  mere  Fable.  Patrick^i 
and  Calmet\  Commentaries,  and  Differcation  fur  I'Arche  d' Al- 
liance. 

Vol.  IV.  X  Z  E  D  E- 
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A.  M.         2  E  D  E  KI J Hwas  but  juft  fettled  in   the  Throne, 
3394,  &c.   gj^j    Nebuchadnezzar   departed    out  of  jfudea^  and  Syria, 
6io   &"  '  when  {e)  feveral  Kings  of  the   neighbouring  Nations,  viz. 
FromiKings  the  Ammonites^  the  Moabites,  the  Edomites^  the  Zidonians, 
viii.  to  the    the  Tyrians,  &c.  fent  their  EmbafTadors  to  Jerufalem,  to 
Chron  ^      Congratulate  him  upon  his  Acceflion  to  the  Throne,  and  to 
^^y-yXj  propofe  a  League  againft  the  King  of  Babylon^  in  order  to 
Zedek-ah /s  fliake  ofFhis  Yoke,  and  prevent  his  Return  into  thofe  Parts 
wade  King  i«^^^^  more.  Upon  this  Occafion,  Jeremiah,  by  God's  Com- 
Jd-vi^d  h    rnand,  made  him  Bonds  and  Yokes,  which  he   fent  by  the 
the  Prophet  faid  Embaffadors  to  their  refpedive  Mafters,  with  this  Mef- 
jeremiah, /"  ^^gg  from  God,  VIZ.  "  That   he  had  given  all  their  Coun- 
di'enceto  the  *'  ^ies   to   the  King  of  Babylon,  and  therefore  their  wifeft 
King  o/Ba-  "  Courfe  would  be  to  fubmit  to  his  Yoke,  which  if  thev 
bylon.         <c  j-gfus'd  to  do,  both  they  and  their  Countries  fliould  moft 
"  certainly  be  deftroyed  :"     But  to  Zedekiah  he  went    in 
Perfon,  and  having  perfuaded  him  to  fubmit  to  the  King  of 
Babylon,  and  not  to  give  Credit  to  falfe  Prophets,  who  might 
flatter  him  with  a  Deliverance  from  his  Power,  he  prevailed 
with  him,  for  that  Time,  not  to  enter  into  the  League,  that 
was  propos'd. 

He  had,  before  this,  ( f )  under  the  Emblem  of  two 
Bafkets  of  Figs,  foretold  Zedekiah  the  Rejioration,  which 
God  intended  for  thofe,  that  were  gone  into  Captivity,  and 
the  Mifery  and  Defolation,  which  fhould  befal  them,  who 
were  ftill  in  the  Land ;  and  now,  in  Purfuance  of  his  pro- 
phetick  Office,  he  *  took  the  Opportunity  of  the  King's 

fending 

(e)  Jer.  xxxvii.  (f)  Jer.  24. 

*  At  what  Time,  and  upon  what  Occafion,  Zedekiah  fent 
this  Embafly  to  the  King  oi Babylon,  the  facred  Hiftory  is  filent ; 
but  it  is  very  prefumable,  that  it  was  at  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign,  and  that,  as  Judea  was  then  tributary  to  the  Chaldeans, 
the  King's  Pc/Zq;  was  to  keep  up  a  good  Underftanding  with  them. 
Ezekiel  however  was  not  as  yet  poffefs'd  of  the  Spirit  of  Pro- 
phecy ;  and,  for  this  Reafon,  Jeremiah  was  oblig'd  to  take 
care  of  the  Jeivs,  who  were  gone  Captives  into  the  Land  of 
Babylon,  and  to  fend  them  Inftruftions  in  what  Manner  they 
were  to  behave,  'viz.  tofeek  the  Peace  of  the  City,  nvhither  they 
ivere  carry  d  anuay,  Jer.  xxix.  7.  purfuant  to  which  Inftruftion, 
we  find  thofe  in  Babylon  requiring  their  Brethren  at  Jerufalem  t» 
pray  for  the  Life  of  Nabuchodonofor  King  of  Babylon,  and  for 
the  Life  o/'Belthafar  his  Son,  that  their  Days  may  be  upon  Earth 

as  the  Days  of  Heanjen  :   — .  That    they  might  li've  under 

the  Shadonv  0/ Nabuchodonofor,  and  under  the  Shadonjj  of  his 
Son,  and  find  Favour  in  their  Sight,  Baruch,  i.  ii,  21. 
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fending  an  EmbafTy  to  Babylon  to  direct  a  Letter  to  the  fews     A.  m. 
of  the  Captivity^  advifing  them  not  to  be  deceiv'd  with  fuch  V^'^'c^^^ 
Prophets  *,  as  made  them  entertain  falfe  Hopes  of  a  fpeedy  ^  "p"  ^" 
Rejioratioyi ;  that,  by  the  Ordination  of  God,  their  Capti-       From 
vity  was  to  laft  feventy  Years  ;  and  that  the  People  left  at '  ^'"^^^  ^^''• 
ferufalem  would  be  of  little  Ufe  to  aflift  them  in  their  Deli-  of  2  chron. 
verance,  becaufe  God,   in  a  fhort  Time,  would  afili£l  them  s/'V^'W 
with  the  Sword,  with  Famine,  and  with  Peftilence,  fo  as  to 
confume  the  greateft  Part  of  them,  and  fcatter  the  reft  over 
the  Face  of  the  Earth  j  and  therefore  he  exhorts  them  to  live 
quietly  and  peaceably    in  the  Country,  whither  they  were 
carry 'd,    without  expedling  any   Return,  until    the  Time 
which  God  had  appointed. 

Upon  the  Receipt  of  this  Letter,  one  Shemaiah,  a  popu-  For  which 
lar  Man  among    the  Captive  Jews  at  Babylon,  took  upon  ^!^'  P'^pbet 
him  to  write  to  Zephaniah,  the  fecond  Prieji,  and  to  all  thetus^^, 
Priefts  and  People  of  Jerufalem,  reprefenting  Jeremiah  as 
a  mad  Man,  and  a  falfe  Pretender  to  Prophecy,  and  advifing 
them  to  confine  him  :  Which  Jeremiah  hearing,  was  com- 
manded by  God  to  fend  again  to  the  Captives  of  Babylon,  to 
let  them  know,  that  he  would  punifh  Shemaiah  and  his  Pof- 
trity  very  feverely,  for  his    having  deluded  them  with  falfe 
Prophecies ;  and,   at   the  fame  Time,   (to  convince  thofe, 
that  were  left  in  Jerufalem)  he  fhew'd  them,  (g)  by  the  Em- 
blem of  a  Potter's  Veflel,  that  it  was   in   the  Almighty's 
Power  to  deftroy  what  Nation  or  People  he  pleas'd.     But  all 
this  availed  nothing.     They  ftill  refolv'd   to  go  on  in  their 

X  2  wicked 

*  The  two  Perfons  mention'd  in  Scripture,  who  took  upon 
them  to  be  Prophets  fent  from  God,  where  Jhaz  the  Son  of 
Kolaiah,  and  Zedekiah  the  Son  of  Maafeiah,  two  of  the  Cap- 
tivity among  xheje^vs  at  Babylon  ;  who,  feeding  the  People  with 
falfe  Promifes  of  a  fpeedy  Relloration,  hinder'd  them  from  mak- 
ing any  Settlements  in  the  Places  affign'd  for  their  Habitation  : 
But,  as  the  Prophet  Jeremah  denounc'd  their  fudden  and  fear- 
ful Deftrudtion,  Nebuchadnezzar,  underltanding  that  they  dif- 
turb'd  the  People  by  their  vain  Prophecies,  caufed  them  both  to 
be  feized,  and  roafted  to  Death  in  the  Fire.  The  latter  Jc-ivs 
fay,  that  thefe  two  Men  were  the  two  Elders,  who  would  have 
corrupted  Sujanna,  and  that  Nebuchadnezzar  commanded  them 
to  be  burnt  for  this  Reafon  :  But  the  whole  Foundation  of  this 
Conceit  is,  that  Jeremiah  (Chap.  xxix.  23.  where  he  fpeaks  of 
thefe  IVIen)  fays,  that  they  committed  Villiany  in  IfraeJ,  and  Adul- 
tery 'with  their  Neighbours  Wives  ;  from  whence  they  conjecture 
all  the  reft.  Prideaux'%  Connexion,  Anno  597. 

(g)  Jer.  xviii. 
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A,  M.  wicked  Ways  :  And,  to  avenge  themfelves  of  the  Prophet, 

Ai«''^Ch^if  ^^°  S^^^  *         ^^^^  Difturbance  therein,  they  abus'd  him 

6ioi  &c.  with   Words  and  Blows,  and,  at  length,  put  him  in  the 

From        Stocks. 

to  ule^En'd*     ^"^  ^^^  "°  ^"""^^^  Comfort  to  him  however,  under  all  his 

of  z  Chron.  Affliftions,    to    find  that  Ezektel^   who,   much  about  this 

V^/VNJ  Time,  was  called  to  the  prophetick  Office,  prophefyM  the 

Jeremiabj  '"fame  Things  at  Babylon^  that  he  did  at  Jerufakm.     At  Je- 

lllphefiTs'    ^^f'^^^^i  Jeremiah  (h)  foretold  the  Divine  Judgments  which 

the  fame       wcfc  to   be  cxccutcd   upon  ChaUeOy  and  Babylon^  by  the 

'^''^W\'P^J ^^^"  ^"^  P^r/?tf«x,  which  he  wrote  in  a  Book,  and  (;)  de- 

«f^Babylon.  ^i^er'd  it  to  Seraiah  ||,  who  was  then  going  to  Babylon  upon 

an  EmbalTy,  with  Inftrudions  to  read  the  Contents  of  it  to 

his  Captive  Brethren  upon  the  Banks  of  the  River  Euphrates ; 

and  when  he  had  made  an  End  of  reading,  to  tie  a  Stone  to 

it, 

(h)  Jer.  1.  andli.  (i)  Chap.  li.  59,  64. 

II  The  Words  in  the  Text,  according  to  our  Tranflatlonj  are* 
'The  Word,    ivhich  Jeremiah  the  Prophet   commanded 


Seraiah,  the  Son  of  Neriah,  dfff.  ^when  he  ivent  with  Zedekinh^ 
the  King  o/Jadah,  into  Babylon,  in  the  fourth  Year  of  his  Reign, 
and  this  Seraiah  ivas  a  quiet  Prince,  Jer.  li.  59.  and  from  hence 
feme  Hebreiu  Interpreters  infer,  that  Zedekiah  went  to  Babylon 
in  the  fourth  Year  of  his  Reign,  to  make  his  Court,  and  cultivate 
the  good  Graces  of  his  Patron,  and  Paramount  'Nebuchadnezzar^ 
But  this  Opinion,  though  follow'd  by  feveral,  has  no  Foundati- 
on in  any  other  Part  of  Scripture,  and  the  Paflage  now  before 
us,  may,  according  to  the  Original,  be  very  properly  render'd 

in  this  wife  :  — The  Wordy  ivhich  Jeremiah   commanded 

Seraiah,  ivhen  he  nvent  to  Babylon  upon  an  Embajfy  from'ZiCde- 
kiah.  The  chief  Bufinefs  of  this  Embafly  was  to  requeft  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  a  Reftitution  of  the  facred  Veflels  of  the  Tem- 
ple which  he  had  taken  away,  when  he  carry'd  fehoiakim 
Captive  into  Babylon  :  Our  Tranflation  however  is  not  at  2.\\fg- 
nificant  in  this  Place,  when  it  ftiles  this  Seraiah  a  quiet  Prince. 
The  Septuagint  have  very  properly  render'd  the  Words  ap^wr 
^cu^uv  the  Prince  of  the  Prefents,  which  fonie  apply  tothePre- 
fents,  which  \i.ix\gZedekiah  made  to  the  Temple,  and  others,' to 
the  Things  he  daily  fupply'd  for  Sacrifices  j  but  the  moft 
natural  Senfe  in  this  Place,  is,  that  he  was  charg'd  with  the;  Pre- 
fents and  Tribute,  which  Zedekiah  was  oblig'd  to  fend  to  Nebu- 
chadnezzar  ;  that  his  Bufinefs  was  to  prefent  them  to  the  Em- 
peror, and,  upon  that  Occafion,  to  follicit  the  Reftoration  of  the 
iacred  Vefl'c  s  ;  upon  which  Account,  the  Vulgate  has  render'd 
the  Words,  Iri  tceps  Prophetia:,  the  chief  Perfon  in  the  Emboffy, 

who. 
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it,  and  *  throw  it  into  the  River,  thereby  to  denote,  that,     A.  M. 
as  it  would  naturally  fink,  lb  fliould  the  Bahylonijh  Empire  1^^^^^'^^®'^';'^ 
be  totally  deftroy'd,  and  never  rife  any  more.  'eio,  Sc ' 

At  Babylon^  Ezekiel,  by  feveral  Types ^  and  prophetical ^'^o^^^Kings 
Revelations,  foretold  the  Taking  ofjerufalem  by  the  Chalde-^^;^  ^°  '^^ 
ans  f  Zedekiah's  Flight  from  the  City  by  Night ;  the  putting  chron. 
out  of  his  Eyes ;  his  Imprifonment,  and  Death  at  Babylon  j  ^VSJ 
the 'carrying  away  the  Remainder  of  the  Jews  into  Captivi- 
ty j  the  Defolation  of  their  Country,  and  the   many  and 
great  Calamities,  which  fliould  befal  them  for  their  Iniquities. 
But  to  thofe  of  the  Captivity,  who,  avoiding  thefe  Iniqui- 
ties, did  endeavour  to  keep  themfelves  fteady  and  faithful  in 
God's  Service,  God,  by  the  Mouth  of  his  Prophet,  promis'd 
to  become  a  SanSfuary  in  z.Jlrange  Country,  and  to  bring 
them  back  again  unto  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  where  they  flioula 
flourifli  in  Peace  and  Righteoufnefs,  and,  once  more  {k)  be- 
come his  People,)  and  he  their  God. 

Thus  did  thefe  two  great  Prophets  vifit  the  People,  which 
were  ftill  remaining  in  Jerufalem,  with  feveral  Warnings ; 
endeavouring,  both  by  fignificant  Emblems^  and  diredl  Pre- 
dial ions,  to  reclaim  them.  But,  vvhen  they  ftill  perfifted  in 
their  Obftinacy  and  Difobedience,  God  at  length  brought  up- 
on them  the  Calamities,  which  he  had  fo  often  foretold, 
and  fo  feverely  threaten'd. 

Before    we  come  to  the   Deftruflion  of    Jerufalem  The  Siege  of 
however,  there  is  a  memorable  Tranfadlion,  *  which  pre-^'=''^"''3j 

X„  J    J  and  Judith's 

3  ^^'^^^  greJExploU 

in  killing 

who,  at  the  Time  of  Audience,  was  to  make  a  Speech  to  the 
Emperor,  in  his  Prince's  Name.     Cahnet\  Commentary. 

*  We  have  an  emblematical  Aftion  of  the  like  Kind  defcrib'd 

in  the  Book  of  the  Re'velation  of  St.  "John, And  a  mighty 

Angel  took  up  a  Stone,  like  a  great  Mill-ftone,  and  caji  it  into  the 
Sea,  faying,  Thus,  ijuith  Violence,  Jhall  that  great  City  Babyloa 
be  throtvn  do^ivn,  and  Jhall  he  found  no  more  at  all.  Chap,  xviii. 
2 1 .  where  the  Word  Babylon  is  taken  in  an  analogical  Senfe, 
bccaufe  the  Deftruftion  of  that  great  City  and  Empire  (as  we 
ftiall  fee  hereafter)  was  fo  remarkable,  as  to  afford  a  Comparifon 
for  any  other  great  and  opulent  State  brought  to  I^uin  and  De- 
folation. 

{k)  Ezek.  xi.  20. 

*  It  is  a  great  Difpute  among  the  Learned,  whether  this  Hif- 
tory  of  Judith  was  tranfadted  before,  or  after,  the  Babylonifh 
Captivity.  Thofe,  who  maintain  the  latter  Opinion,  found  j 
great  deal  upon  the  Words  of  the  Hiitory  itfelf,  wherein  the 
Author  (according  to  the  Grtek  Verfon,  Chap.  iv.  3.)  exprefsly 

tells 
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A.  M.    ceded  it,  viz.  the  Siege  of  BethuHoy  and   its  Deliverance 

3394,  ff;  by 

Ant.  Chnf.  ^^ 

6 10,  &c. 

From       tells  US,  that  the  Ifraelltes  nvere  nenvly  returned  from  Captivity ^ 

1  Kings  viii.^^^  ^//  ffjg  People  of  Judea  muere  lately  gathered  together,  and  the 

of  z^'cifron  ^^f^^^>  ^"^  ^^^  Altar,  and  the  Houfe  were  fanSlified  after   their 

tyy\j  Profanation :  And,   wherein   it    is   farther  affirm'd,  that    they 

ivere  led  Captives  into    a   Land  that    nvas  not   theirs,  that    the 

Temple    of  their   God  was  cajl   to  the  Ground,  and  their  Cities 

taken  by  the  Enemies  ;  hut  no-w  are  they  come  up  from  the  Places, 

nvhere  they  nvere  fcattered,  and  have  poffejfed  ]eTa{3\em,  Chap.  V. 

1 8,  19. Ic  is  in  vainjy^y  they,  to  endeavour  to  cor- 

refi  the  Senfe  of  thefe  Paflages  :  The  bare  reading  of  them,  and 
the  firft  Impreffion  they  make  upon  the    Mind,  naturally    leads 
one  to  fay,  that  this  Hiftory  was  not  tranfafted,    till  after   the 
Return  from  the  Captivity,  which,    in  a  great  Meafure,  is  con- 
firmed  by  the  Opinion  of  almoft  all  the  Antitnts,  and   a  great 
many  of  the  Modems  ;  but   then  they  widely  difagree  in   their 
Computations  of  the  Period   of  Time,  when   this    remarkable 
Event  happen'd.     For  fome  place  it  under  Cambyfes,  the  Son  of 
Cyrus   ;    others   under   Xerxes  ;     others  under  Darius  ;    and 
Others  again  under  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  in  the  Time  of  the  Mac- 
cabees ;  which  laft  Opinion  is   the  moft  tenable,  if  we  will  but 
allow,  that  a  Feaji  was  inlHtuted  in  Commemoration  of  it,   as 
we  read  in  the  Vulgate,  but  in  none  of  the  other  Tranflations. 
Thofe,  who  maintain,  that  this  Tranfaftion  happen'd  before  the 
Captivity,  are,  in  like  Manner,   divided  :  For  fome  place  it 
under  Manaffeh,  and  others  under  Zedekiah.     Thofe  who  con- 
tend for  ZedekiaFs  Reign,  make  the  N abuchodonofor  in  the  Book 
of  Judith,  and    the  Nebuchadnezzar   in   the    2d   of  Kings,  the 
fame  Perfon  ;  and  as  it  is  pofitively  faid  in  the   2d  Chapter  of 
Judith,  that  he  put  his  General  Holof ernes  on  this  Expedition, 
in  the  firft  Month  of  the  eighteenth  Year  of  his  ^«^«, which  was  the 
ninth  of  Zedekiah  King  of  Judah,    Holofernes\  Death,  and  the 
Siege  of  Jertfalem,  happen'd,  they  fay,  in  fthe  fame  Year ;  only 
it  muft  be  fuppos'd,    that  the  Attempt  againft  Bethulia  was   in 
the  Beginning  of  the  Year,  and  the  Siege  of  Jerufalem  at  the 
End  of  it.     The  Captivity  therefore,  from  which  the  Jevos  are 
faid   to  have    newly   return'd,    muft    be   that   in    Jehoiakim\ 
Time,  for  that    in  Zedekiah's   continu'd  feventy    Years,  before 
which   Nebuchadnezzar  had  quite  fubdu'd   A'phaxad,  King    of 
the  Medes,  and  demolifh'd    Ecbatana.     And  as   for  the   Bcthu- 
lians  enjoying  Peace,  during  the  Life  of  Judith,   it  may   be    fup- 
pos'd, \.\\?it  Nebuchadnezzar,  being  employ'd  two  Years  in    the 
Siege  of  Jenfalem,  might   fpend  fome   Years   in    reducing   o- 
ther  Parts  of  the  Country  ;  and  feeing  Bethulia  was  a  Place  na- 
turally ftrong,  and  iituatcd  among  the  Mountains,  he  might  be 

unwilling 
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by  the  Courage  and  Dexterity  of  a  Woman,  which  muft  f    a.  m, 
not  be  entirely  omitted.  Aru''^cff' 

The  Author  of  the  Book  of  Judith  *  relates,  that  Na-  kTo',&l]  ' 

buchodonofor        From 

I  Kings  viii. 

unwilling  to  foil  his  Army  before  it,  and  (efpecially  confidering  ^f  ^  chron. 
the  ill  Succefs  of  his  Gf«^r/2/)  to  make  any  frefh  Attempt  upon  (.^i^^'y^*^ 
it,  until  he  had  fubdu'd  all  the  reft.  Thofe  again,  who  con- 
tend for  Manajfeh^  Reign,  make  the  Nabuchodonofor  in  Judith 
to  be  the  fame  with  Saofduchinus  in  Ptolemyy  and  Arphaxad  the 
fame  with  Phraortes,  mentioned  by  Herodotus  j  and  that,  as  thefe 
two  Princes  made  War  with  one  another,  wherein  Phraortes 
was  vanquifh'd,  and  perifh'd  with  his  Army,  all  the  other  Things 
recorded  of  Saofduchinus  and  his  General  might  happen  with- 
out Inconfiftency,  For  the  Capti'vity  there  mention'd  might 
be  that,  from  whence  ManaJ/eh,  with  feme  of  his  Subjefts,  had 
lately  return'd,  when  the  Temple,  which  had  been  profan'd, 
was  purify 'd  again,  and  the  Service  of  the  Sandluary  reftor'd  to 
its  antient  Dignity,  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  i,  ^c.  This  is  a  fhort 
State  of  the  feveral  Opinions  concerning  the  Date  of  this  Tranf- 
aftion,  and  the  laft  of  thefe,  in  our  Judgment,  feems  to  be  beft 
founded.  Prideaux' s  ConntSdon,  Anno  665.  Calmet\  Preface 
a  le  Livre  de  Jud. 

\  For  thoujdi  the  Jeivs  and  antient  ChriJIians  did  not  receive 
this  Book  of  Judith  into  their  Canon  of  Scripture,  yet  they  al- 
ways look'd  upon  it  as  a  true  Hifiory ;  and,  accordingly,  Cle- 
ment, in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  has  cited  it  as  well  as  the 
Author  of  the  Apoflolick  Conftitutions,  which  go  under  his  Name ; 
and  as  St.  Athanafius,  or  the  Writer  of  the  Synopjis,  that  is 
afcrib'd  to  him,  gives  2.fummary  Account  of  it,  even  as  he  does 
of  other  facred  Books,  from  his  Example  we  may  be  permitted 
to  juftify  the  (horc  Abridgment,  which  we  have  made  of  it  in  our 
Hifiory  of  the  Holy  Bible.  Calmet's  Didionary,  under  the  Word 
Judith. 

*  Who  this  Author  was,  it  no  where  appears.  St.  Jerom. 
feems  to  think  that  Judith  wrote  it  herfelf,  but  produces  no 
good  Authority  for  his  Opinion.  Others  will  have  it,  that  the 
High-Prieft  Joakim,  mention'd  in  this  Book,  was  the  Author  of 
it;  but  this  is  equally  a  bare  Conjedure  ;  nor  is  there  much  more 
Certainty  in  thofe,  who,  fuppofing  the  Hiftory  to  have  happen'd 
in  the  Time  of  Cambyfes,  afcribe  it  to  Jofhua,  the  Son  of  Jo- 
fedek,  who  was  High  Prieftat  that  Time.  But  whoever  the  Au- 
thor was,  he  feems  to  be  pofterior  to  the  Fads,  which  he  relates, 
becaufe  he  fpeaks  of  the  Fiftival  inftituted  in  Memory  of  Ju- 
dith's Vidory,  as  ftill  continu'd  in  his  Time,  Judith  xvi  20. 
The  Book  was  originally  written  in  the  Cy&ii/d'^^  Language,  which 
is  not  now  extant  ;  but  from   thence,  at  the   Defire  of  Paula 
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A.  M.    buchodonofor  f,  King  of  JJfyrw^  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his 

Ant^'chrm. -^^^S"'  fo"ght  a  great  Battle  in  the  Plains  of  Ragau  f,  with 

6 10,  feff.  Arphaxad  \  King  of  Media^  wherein  he  not  only    utterly 

^  From  I  Kings  defeated, 

viii.  to  the 

Chron.         ^^^  Eufiochiumf  St.  Jerom   form'd  the  Tranflation,  (which  we 
^^"Y^^now  have  in  the  Vulgar  Latin  Edition  of  the  Bible)  not  render- 
ing it  Word  for  Word,  (as  himfelf  tells  us  in  his  Preface  to  the 
Hiftory)  but  repairing  the  Corruptions  of  the  various  Readings, 
and  giving  us,  acccording  to  the  beft  of  his  Judgment,  the  true 
and  entire  Senfe  of  the    Original.     Eefides  this  Tranflation  of 
St.yerom''s,   there  are  two  others,  one  in  Greek,  and  the  other 
in  Syriac.     That  which  is    in  Greek  is  attributed  to  Theodotiony 
who  liv'd  in  the  Time  of  Commodus,  who   was    made  Emperor 
/      of  Rome  in  the  Year  of  Chriji  i8o.     But  the  Verfion  was  much 
antienter ;  for  Clemens  Romanus^  as    we  faid,  in  his   Epiftle  to 
the  Corinthians,  (which  was  wrote  near  i  26  Years  before)  has  a 
Quotation  from  it.     The  Syriac  Tranflation  was  made  from  the 
Greek,  and  fo  was  alfo  the  EngUJh,    which  we,  at  prefent,  have 
among   \.)\q  Apocryphial  Writings    in  our  Bible.     And  of  all 
thefe  three  laft  Verfions,  it  may  be  obferv'd,  that  there  are  fe- 
veral  Particulars   in  them,  which  are   not  in  St.   Jerom's,    and 
which  feem  to  be  thofe  various  Readings,  which  he  profefl'es  to 
have  cut  off,  as  vicious  Corruptions  of  the  Te;^:  So    that,  in 
this  Refped,  St.  Jerom\  Tranflation  ought  to  have  the  Prefe- 
rence, whenever   there  is  any    remarkable   Difference  between 
them.    Prideaux'%  Connexion,  Anno  655,  and  Calmet\  DiflTert. 
fur  le  Livre  de  Judith. 

•\  This  Nabuchodoaofor  is  the  fame  Prince  whom  Herodotus 
calls  Saofduchinus,  who,  after  the  Death  of  Efarhaddon,  (the 
fame  who  took  the  Advantage  of  Ma/effimordicus\  dying  with- 
out IflTue,  and  united  the  Kingdom  of  Babylon  to  that  of  JJJy- 
ria)  fucceeded  to  his  Acquifuions ;  and  the  Reafon  why  the 
Author  of  this  Book  of  Judith,  who  apparently  wrote  either  in 
Babylon,  or  fome  other  Part  of  Chaldea,  calls  him  Nabuchodono- 
for,  is,  becaufe  this  was  the  common  Nafne  [as  Pharaoh  was  in 
Egypt)  of  the  Kings  of  that  Country.  Ca/met's  Compientary 
on  Judith,  and  Prideaux's  Connexion. 

-f-  The  Plains  of  Ragau  are  very  probably  thofe  which  lie 
about  Rages  a  Town  of  Media,  ftanding  upon  the  Mountains  of 
Ecbatana,  and  diftant  about  a  fmall  Day's  Journey  from  that 
City.     Calmet^  Didlionary. 

-f-  Both  our  learned  Prideaux  and  Primate C^^r  are  of  Opinion, 
that  this  Arphaxad  was  the  Perfon,  whom  profane  Hiftorians 
call  Dcjoces,  the  firft  King  of  the  Mtdes,  and  Founder  of  Ecba- 
tana :  But  the  Account,  which  the  Book  of  Judith  gives  of 
Ar^haxadf  and  of  the  Circumftances  of  his  Death,  feems  to  be 

more 
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defeated,  and   flew  him,  but  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  fe-    A.  m. 
veral  of  his  Cities,  and  (among  others)  of  Echatana  *,  (the  1^^,^' f ''• 

From 

more  applicable  to  what  Herodotus  relates  of  Phraortes,  his  Son  '  ^'"6^  ^'"' 

and  Succeflbr.     For,  as  Arphaxad  had  many  Nations  under  his^^-  ^  chron. 

Dominion,  and  fell  in  Battle  againft  the  King  of  JJJyria,  Judith  ^^ry>^ 

i.  6,  15.  fo  Herodotus,  (hb.    i.)   tells  us    of  Phraortes,  "   Th^t, 

•'  having  fubdu'd  the  Perfians,  and  made  them  Part  of  his  Em- 

*'  pire,  he  foon  overcame  the  reft  of  the  People  of  the  Upper 

V  Jfia,  [i.  e.  all  that  lay  North  of  Mount  Taurus,  to  the  Ri- 

*'  \tx  Halys)  paffing  from  Nation  to  Nation,  and  always  attend- 

"  ed  with  Vidtory  ;  until,  coming   with  an    Army  againft  the 

"  AJJyrians,  with  an  Intent  to  befiege  Nine'veh  their  Capital,  he 

**  was  vanquifii'd,  andflain,  in  the  two  and    twentieth  Year  of 

"  his  Reign.     Dejoces    indeed    is  faid,  by  Herodotus,  to    have , 

"  been  the  firft  Founder  of  Echatana  ;  but,  as  the  Undertaking 

*'  was  very  great,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  he  left  enough   to 

f*  his  Succeflbr,  Phraortes,  to  compleat :  So  that  all  the  Works, 

*•  which  the  Author  of  Judith  afcribes  to  Arphaxad,  (Chap,  i.) 

*'  might  be  his."     C^/ot^/'s  Commentary,  and  Didionary,  and 

Prideaux's  Connection,  Anno  635. 

^  This  City,  Herodotus  fays  exprefsly,  was  built  by  Dejoces^ 
the  firft  King  of  the  Medes:  But  that  Author  is  wrong,  in 
afcribing  the  Honour  of  the  whole  Work  to  him,  which  his 
Son  Phraortes,  at  leaft,  finifh'd  and  beautify 'd  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that,  tho'  the  Scripture  is  fdent,  profane  Authors  have  given  us 
a  very  advantageous  Account  of  it.  The  City,  according  to 
them,  was  fituate  in  a  fpacious  Eminence,  and  into  it  Dejoces 
had  brought  together  the  whole  Nation  of  the  Medes,  who  ne- 
ver before  had  liv'd  in  any  Thing  but  Caves  and  Huts,  difpers'd 
up  and  down  in  the  Country,  which  great  Concourfe  of  People 
made  it  very  large  and  populous.  It  was  cncompafs'd  with  feven 
Walls,  at  equal  Diftance  from  each  other.  The  firft  was  the 
loweft,  and  equal  in  Circumference  with  thofe  of  Athens,  i.  e. 
according  to  Thucydides,  lib.  ii.  an  hundred  and  fenjenty  ci^ht 
Furlongs.  The  reft  rofe  gradually,  and  overlook'd  each  other, 
about  the  Height  of  a  Battlevunt.  The  Battlements  were  of 
different  Colours.  The  firft  was  nvhite  ;  the  fecond  black  -,  the 
third  red  ;  the  fourth  Hue  ;  the  fifth  of  a  deep  red  ;  the  fixth 
of  a  Sil'ver,  and  the  feventh  of  a  Gold,  Colour  j  and  for  this 
Reafon,  (as  5ocA«»/ has  obferv'd)  this  City  was  ufually  called, 
by  the  Antients,  Jgbata,  which,  in  the  Arabian  Language, 
fignifies  a  Thing  of  different  and  dijiinSl  Colours.  The  Royal 
Palace  and  Treafury  ftood  within  the  feventh  Wall  ;  and  the 
Palace  alone  (according  to  Polykius,  lib.  x.)  was  feven  Furlongs 
round,  and  built  with  all  the  Coft  and  Skill  that  a  ftately  Edi- 
fice did  require  ;  for  fome  of  it's  Beauis  are  faid  to  have   been 

of 


230  '^he  Hijlory  of  the  BIBLE,      Book  VI. 

A.  M.     Royal   Seat    of  the   Median  Empire)  which  he  miferably 
339+>  ^.^*   defac'd  ;  and  afterwards  return'd  in  great  Triumph   to  Ni- 
kio  &c.'  neveb :  That,  feme  Time  after,  enquiring  of  his   Officers, 
From       Nobles,  and  Counfellors,  what  tributary  Countries  had  not 
'  ^h  ^ynd  S^"^  ^''■'^  *^^"^  ^°  ^^^^  War,  (for  he  had  fummon'd  them 
of  2  chron.  all  to    attend  him)  and  finding  that  none  of  the  wejiern 
^yV^^  Provinces  had  paid  that  Regard  to  his  Commands,  he  made 
a  Decree,  that  Holofernes  *,  the  chief  Captain  of  his  Ar- 
my, fhould  not  fail,  the  next  Year,  to  chaftize   their  Dif- 
obedience  :  That,  purfuant  to  this  Decree,  this  General  took 
the  Field  with  a  vaft  Army  f  ;  and,    having  wafted,    and 
deftroy'd,  feveral  other  Nations,  at  length  came  into  Judea, 
where  he  laid    Siege  to  Bethulia  f,  a  Itrong  Town   in  the 

Tribe 

of  Silver,  and  the  reft  of  Cedar,  which  were  ftrengthen'd  with 
Plates  of  Gold.  Calmet\  Commentary,  and  Didionary,  un- 
der the  Word,  and  WelWi  Geography  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
Vol.  III. 

*  Some  Annotators  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Word  Holofornes 
is  of  Perfian  Extraft,  in  the  fame  Manner,  as  Tifaphernes,  Inta- 
f  hemes,  &c.  But  others  imagine,  that  this  General  was  a  Na- 
tive either  of  Pcntus^  or  Cappadocia.  Polybius  makes  mention 
of  one  of  that  Name,  who,  having  conquer'd  Cappadocia,  foon 
loft  i:  again,  becaufe  he  was  for  changing  the  antient  Cuftoms 
of  the  Country,  and  introducing  Drunkennefs,  together  with 
Feafts  and  Songs  to  Bacchus ;  whereupon  Cafauban  conjedlures, 
that  this  was  the  fame  Holofernes,  that  commanded  Nabuchodono- 
Jor\  Forces,  as  it  muft  be  own'd,  that  his  Riot  and  Debauchery, 
as  well  as  the  Rapidity  of  his  Conquefts,  makes  him  not  un- 
like him.  WA.  Polyb.  apud  Athen.  lib.  X.  c.  ii.  &nd  Ca/aub. 
in  Athen. 

■f  The  Author  of  Judi/Fs  Hiftory  has  thus  defcrib'd  it  : 
■  Holofernes  mujlered  the  cho/en  Men/or  the  Battle^  as 

his  Lord  had  commanded  him,  unto  an  hundred  and  tnjoenty  ^[hou- 

fand,  and  t--j!el=vc    thoufand   Archers    on  Horfeback. A  great 

Multitude  of  fun  dry  Countries  ivent  avith  them,  like  Locujis,  and 
like  the  fand  of  the  Earth  ;  for  the  Multitude  ixias  ^without  Num- 
ber. Judith  ii.  15,   20. 

-f-  Our  modern  Travellers  to  the  Holy  Land  Ao  almoft  unani- 
moufly  agree,  that  Bethulia  is  fituate  in  the  Tribe  of  Zebulun, 
about  a  League  from  Tiberias  towards  the  W^cji,  where  they 
pretend  that  feme  Marks  of  Halofernes\  Camp  are  ftill  to  be 
feen  :  But  fome  great  Men  are  apt  to  fufpedl  the  Report  of  thefe 
Travellers,  who  are  too  much  accuftom'd  to  take  up  with  the 
Traditions  of  the  Country,  though  there  is  not  always  the  greateft 
Certainty  in  them.     This  however  is   inconteftable,  that  both 

Judith 
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Tribe  of  Simeon ,  and,  by  cutting  ofFits  Water,  reduc'd  it  to    A.  m. 
fuch    Extremity,    that    through  the  People's    Importunity,  J^^^^^'^'^^^J/ 
Ozias,  the  Governor,  had  promis'd  to  furVender  the  Place,   5,0^  ^/^ 
unlefs  it  was  reliev'd  in  five  Days  :     That  Judith^  a   Wi-      From 
dow  Lady  of  an  ample  Fortune,  but  *  of  great  Virtue  and  J„^J,"/£;;f  * 
Piety  w^ithal,  fent  for  the  Governor,  and  principal  Men  of  of  a  Chron. 
the  City,  to  let  them  know,  that  God,  by  her  Hand,  would  v-Z'Y^Srf 
find  out  an  Expedient  to  deliver  them  ;  but  in  what  Manner 
this  was  to  be  efFe6led,  fhe  defir'd   them   not    to   enquire: 
That,  having  addrefs'd  herfelf  to  God  by  Prayer  for  Succefs, 
and  being  not  infenfible  of  her  own   Beauty,  (for  fhe  was 
extremely  handfome,  as  well  as  virtuous)  fhe  adorn'd  herfelf 
in  all  her  rich  Attire,  and,  attended  only  with  one  Maid  f , 
left   Betbulia,  and    went   dire6lly  to   the  AJfyrian  Camp : 

That 

Judith  and  her  Hufband  were  of  the  Tribe  of  Simeon,  Judith 
viii.  I.  and  ix.  2.  and  for  what  Purpofe  they  Ihould  remove  to 
fo  great  a  Diftance  from  their  own  Inheritance,  and  fettle  in  a 
different  Tribe,  we  cannot  fee.  Since  therefore  the  Scripture 
takes  Notice  of  a  Place  in  the  Tribe  of  Simeon,  nam'd  Bethul, 
or  Bethuel,  Jofhua  xix.  4.  a  Place  dependent  on  Gaza  of  the 
Phili/iines,  and  famous  for  its  Temples,  which  were  very  re- 
markable, both  for  their  Antiquity  and  fine  Strufture,  (from 
whence,  not  unlikely,  it  had  its  Name  of  Bethul,  Q%the  Houfe  of 
the  Lord)  there  is  much  more  Reafon  to  conclude,  that  this 
was  the  Place  ;  fince  the  other,  which  Travellers  talk  of,  in 
the  Tribe  of  Zchulun,  mnft  be  of  too  modern  a  Date  to  be  the 
City  intended  here,  becaufe  we  find  neither  Jojhua,  nor  JofephuSy 
nor  Eufebius,  nor  St.  Jerom,  making  any  mention  of  it.  Calmet\ 
Differtation,  and  Commentary,  fur  le  Livrede  Judith. 

*  The  Character,    which  the    Hillorian  gives  her,  with  Re- 

fpeft  to  this,  is,  That  there  ivas  none,  n.vho  gave  her  an 

ill  Word,  for  Jhe  feared  the  Lord  greatly,  Judith  viii.  8.  which  is 
certainly  an  high  Commendation,  confidering  how  tender  and 
delicate  a  Thing  the  Reputation  of  a  young  and  beautiful  Wi- 
dow is,  according  as  St.  Jerom  has  elegantly  exprefs'd  his  Re- 
mark upon  it.  Tenera  Res  in  Fixminis  Fama  Pudicities,  iff, 
quaji  Flos  pulcherrimus,  cito  ad  Ic-uem  marcejft  cur  am,  levique 
Flatu  corrumpitur  ;  maxime  ubi  ^^tas  confentit  ad  Vitium,  tf 
tnaritalis  deeji  Authoritas,  cujus  Umbra  Tutamen  Uxoris  eji. 
Hieron.  ad  Salvinam. 

f  The  Word,  in  antient  Tranflations,  is  Ahra,  which  figni- 
fies  a  Companion,  or  Maid  of  Honour,  (fuch  as  Ladies  of  the 
firlt  Condition  had)  rather  than  a  Servant ;  for  the  fame  Word, 
in  the  Septuagint,  is  apply'd  to  the  Women,  that  attended  both 
Pharaoh^  Daughter,  Exod.  ii.  5.  and  Queen  Efther,  Chap. 
iv.  4. 
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That  being  ftopp'd  by  the  Out-Guard,  and  carry'd  before  the 
General.,  he  receiv'd  her  with  all  the  Civility  and  Refpedt, 
that  her  Appearance  feern'd  to  demand  j  and,  having  under- 
ftood  that  the  Defign  of  her  leaving  her  Countrymen  was, 
J  Kings  viii.  {jQj.j^  fQ  efcape  the  Deftruftion,  which  fhe  forefaw  was  com- 

to  the  End    .  ,  ,         ■    c  i  •       •  i  r-         •  i     • 

9f  2  Chron.  '"g  upon  them,  and  to  mrorm  hirn  m  what  situation  their 
i,^y"^  Affairs  were,  and  how  he  might  become  Mafter  of  the  Place 
without  the  Lofs  of  one  Man,  he  not  only  promis'd  her  his 
Protection,  but  appointed  her  and  her  Maid  an  Apartment 
proper  for  thern  ;  for  he  was  already  enamour'd  with  her 
Wit  and  Beauty  :  That,  having  thus  far  fucceeded  very 
profperoufly,  Ihe  requefted  of  him,  that,  as  fhe  was  a  fl:ri£l 
Obferver  of  the  Religion  of  her  Country,  fhe  might  be  per- 
mitted to  eat  feparately  f  fuch  Provifions,  as  fhe  had  brought 
yvith  her ;  and,  without  any  Moleflation,  to  have  Leave  to 
go  out  of  the  Camp  at  Night,  or  before  it  was  Day,  in  or- 
der f  to  perforrn  her  Devotions,  which  accordingly  was 

readily 

■j-  There  was  no  Law  of  God,  that  prohibited  the  Jeijus  from 
(cating  feveral  Things,  that  the  Gentiles  made  ufe  of.  Bread, 
Wine,  and  Fruits,  were  allow'd  them  in  common  with  other 
People  ;  but,  either  fome  Tradition  then  prevailing  among  the 
"Jenvs,  or  feme  religious  Vow,  that  Judith  might  have  bound 
herfelf  under^  the  Fear  of  giving  Scandal  to  her  Countrymen, 
when  {he  return'd,  or  the  Prayers  and  Pagan  Invocations,  which 
were  made  over  the  Meat,  that  was  ferv'd  up  to  Holofemesi 
fome  of  thefe  Reafons,  I  fay,  very  likely,  hinder'd  her  from  ac- 
cepting the  OiFer,  which  the  G^«frfl/ made,  of  Provifions  from 
his  Table,  and  inclin'd  her  to  defire  to  eat  alone  :  A  Rellraint, 
which  we  find  Daniel  putting  himfelf  under,  in  the  Court  of 
Nebuchadnezzar,  Chap.  i.  8.  and  Tobit,  in   that  of  Salmanefer, 

Chap.  i.  lo,  ^c.  where  he  fays  of  himfelf,  that  ivhen 

all  my  Brethren,  and  thofe  that  'vj ere  of  my  Kindred,  did  eat  of 
the  Bread  of  the  GsniWes,  I  kept  myfflffrom  eating,  becaufe  I 
remetnbered  God  ivith  all  my  Heart.      Calmet\  Commentary, 

\  As  Prayer,  no  doubt,  is  beft  perform'd  in  Places  of  Retire- 
ment, and  the  Hurry  of  a  Camp  muft  needs  be  inconvenient  for 
religious  Offices,  Judith,  who  profefs'd  herfelf  a  Woman  of 
ftrict  Piety,  had  a  good  Pretence  to  requeft  of  the  General  a 
Liberty  to  retire  out  of  the  Camp,  (when  fhe  thought  proper, 
and  without  any  Queftions  afk'd  her)  to  perform  her  Devor 
lions,  which,  fhe  forefaw,  would  be  a  Means  to  favour  her 
Efcape,  after  (he  had  executed  the  Defign,  fhe  came  about. 
For  it  was  on  this  Precaution,  rather  than  any  Obhgation,  either 
from  the  Laiv,  or  from  Cuftom,  that  this  Devotion  of  her  pray- 
ing ixithout  the  Camp  was  founded.     Calmet\  Commentary. 
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teadily  granted  her  :  That,  having  liv'd  in  this  Manner  for  A.  m. 
three  Days,  on  the  fourth  Holof ernes  invited  her  to  a  fplen-]^94,  ^f._ 
did  Entertainment,  where  (he  appear'd  in  her  choiceft  Or-  eio,&c.' 
naments  of  Drefs  j  and  the  General.,  in  Hopes  of  enjoying  From 
the  beautiful  Stranger  that  Night,  gave  a  Loofe  to  Mirth,  ^'^^1"^' ''^'' 
and  drank  more  plentifully,  than  ever  he  was  known  to  do  :  „f  j,  chron* 
That,  in  the  Evening,  all  the  Company  being  difmifs'd,  ex-  s^yY^SJ 
cept  Judith^  who  was  left  alone  with  the  General^  intoxi-^ 
cated  with  Liquor,  and  now  fallen  faft  afleep  upon  the  Bedj 
fhe  thought  this  a  proper  Opportunity  to  put  her  Defign  in 
Execution ;  and  therefore,  approaching  the  Place,  where  he 
lay,  and  taking  down  his  Scymitar,  which  hung  by  him,  fhe 
iirft  pray'd  to  God  to  ftrengthen  her  in  the  Enterprize,  and 
then,  at  two  Strokes,  fever'd  his  Head  from  his  Body,  which 
fhe  gave  to  her  Maid,  (who  by  her  Order  was  waiting  f  at 
her  Tent-Door)  to  put  in  the  Bag,  wherein  her  Provifions 
were  brought :  That  having  thus  accomplifh'd  their  De- 
fign, they  pafs'd  through  the  Camp  unobferv'd,  and  made 
the  befl  of  their  Way  to  BethuUa,  where  Judith,  acquaint- 
ing the  Governor,  and  Elders  of  the  City,  with  what  fhe 
had  done,  and,  in  Teftlmony  thereof,  producing  the  Head 
of  Holof  ernes,  advis'd  them  to  hang  it  out  upon  the  Walls, 
as  foon  as  the  Morning  appear'd,  and  then  every  one  to  arm, 
and  fally  out  of  the  Gates,  as  if  they  meant  to  attack  the 
Enemy,  but,  in  Reality,  only  to  give  them  an  Alarm,  that 
thereupon  they  might  have  Recourfe  to  their  General,  (aS 
fhe  fuppos'd  they  would)  and  fo  come  to  know  what  Fate 
had  befallen  him  :  That,  upon  the  Bethulians  appearing  in 
Arms,  the  Out-Guards  gave  Notice  to  their  Officers,  and 
the  Officers  fent  to  their  General ;  but  when  they  underflood 
that  their  General  was  dead,  his  Head  gone,  and  nothing 
left  behind,  but  a  fenfelefs  Trunk  wallowing  in  Blood,  fuch 
a  general  Conflernation  overfpread  the  Camp,  that  inflead 
of  preparing  themfelves  to  fight,  the  AJfyrians  threw  away 
their  Arms,  and  fled  ;  while  the  Bethulians,  and  other 
neighbouring  People  (to  whom  Ozias  had  fent  Intelligence 
of  this  their  Difafter)  attack'd  them,  in  fmall  Parties,  from 
feveral  Quarters ;  and,  having  flain  a  confiderable  Number 

of 

-f  Fiz.  To  go  along  with  her  out  of  the  Camp  to  Prayers,  as 
fhe  had  done  the  Nights  before  :  For  it  does  not  appear,  from 
the  whole  Hillory,  that  Judith  had  communicated  her  Defign  to 
her  Woman,  but  rather,  that  fhe  took  upon  herfelf  the  Rifque 
of  the  whole  Affair,  which  could  not  be  conduced  with  too 
much  Secrecy  and  Prudence.     Calnet'i  Commentary. 
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A.M.     of  them,  greatly   enrich'd  f  themfelvcs  with    their  Spoils. 

3394.  ®^^-  That  a  Deputation  of  the  Elders  from  Jerufalem^  with  their 

610,  &c. '  Chief-Prieft  accompanying  them,  came  to  Bcthulia  to  com- 

From      pliment    Judith  upon   this  her  great  Atchievement,  with 

t  ^h"'F  T'  whom   {he  repair'd   to   the   Temple  at  Jerufalem  ;  where 

of  z  Chron.  publick  Thanks  were  given,  and  burnt  Sacrifices  ofter'd  to 

K^yr^  God,  for  this  fignal  Vidory,  and  Juditbh  Oblation  *,  upon 

this  Occafion,  was  the  Plunder  of  Holofernes's  Tent,    with 

all  his  rich  Equipage,  which  the  Soldiers  had  prefented  her 

with  :     And,  laftly,  that  after  thefe  publick  Rejoicings  f, 

fhe  went  back    to  BethuUa  again,  where  ftie  liv'd  in  great 

Splendor  and  Renown,  and,  after   a  good  old  Age,  dy'd, 

and  wasbury'd  with  her  Hufband,  Manajfeh^  much  belov'd, 

and  much  lamented,  by  the  People.    But  to  look  back  to  the 

Affairs  of  Judea. 

Jerufalem         In  the  feventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  Zedekiah,  being  grown 

Sefngcd  by   inpatient  of  the  Babyloni/h  Yoke,  had  fent  his  Embaffadors, 

Nebuchad-  1 

nezzar.     Je-  ^ 

remiah  pro- 

fhejiei  its  ^  So  great  was  the  Number  of  thefe,  that  the  Text  tells  us, 
•^y""^""''  the  Bethulians  were  thirty  Days  in  gathering  them,  Chap.  xv. 
haroujly^ufed  ^  ^'  ^°^»  confidering  the  Largenefs  of  the  Camp  of  the  JJJy- 
for  it.  rians,  and  the  feveral  Detachments  they  might  have,  fome  on 

the  Mountains,  and  others  on  the  Plains  ;  the  many  valuable 
Things  which  might  be  hid,  or  thrown  afide  in  their  Flight ; 
and  the  much  Time  it  would  coft  the  Bethuliatis  to  fearch  dili- 
gently, and  colled  them  all,  and  to  provide  Carriages  to  bring 
them  Home  to  the  City,  there  to  be  diftributed  equally  among 
the  People,  and  according  to  the  Prefcription  of  the  Za-Lu, 
Numb.  xxxi.  27.  confidering  all  this,  I  fay,  thirty  Days  may 
not  be  thought  an  unreafonable  Space;  though  it  mull  be 
own'd,  that  the  Syriack  Verfion  reads  it  only  three.  Calmet^ 
Commentary. 

*  Nothing  is  more  common,  both  in  facred  and  profane  Hif- 
tory,  than  to  meet  with  feveral  Kind  of  Spoils,  taken  in  War, 
dedicated  to  God,  in  Acknowledgment  of  his  Goodnefs,  and  in 
Memory  of  the  Vidlory,  which,  by  his  Bleffrng  and  Affiftance, 
was  then  obtain'd.     Calmet's,  Commentary. 

•f-  The   Joy,  which  the  People  of  Jerufalem  exprefled  upon 

Judith's  Entry,  is  thus  related  : Then  all  the  Women  of 

Ifrael  ran  together  to  fee  her^  and  hieffed  her,  and  made  a  Dance 
among  them  for  her  ;  andjhe  took  Branches  in  her  Hand,  and  ga've 
alfo  to  the  Women,  that  <vjere  n.vith  her,  and  they  put  a  Garland 
of  Oli've  upon  her,  and  on  her  Maid,  that  'was  ivith  her,  and  Jhe 
nuent  before  all  the  People  in  the  Dance,  leading  the  Women,  and 
all  the  Men  ofUr^eXfollonved  <vjith  Garlands,  and  'with  Sengs  in 
their  Mouths,  Judith  xv,  12, 13, 
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and  made  a  Confederacy  with    Pharaoh   Hophra  King  of     a.  m. 
Egypt  y  w\\ic\i -when  Nebuchadnezzar  \xr\^Qvi\.oodt  he  drew  3394» 'Sfr. 
together  a  great  Army  out  of  all  the  Nations,  that  were  un-    g",^^  ^^\ 
der  his  Dominion,  and,  in  a  fhort  Time,  march'd  towards      From 
Judea,  to  punifli  him  for  his  Perfidy  and  Rebellion.     His  '  ^'"^l^^'^'- 
victorious    Army  foon  over-ran  the  Country,  and,  having  ^f  ^  Chr"n. 
taken  moft  of  the  Cities,  in    the  ninth  Year   of  2.edekiah\  i.y\^'\j 
Reign,  the  tenth  Month  of  the  Year,  and  the  tenth  Day  of 
the  Month,  it  came  before  "Jerufalem,  and  block'd  it  clofe 
up  on  every  Side ;  (o    that,  in  a  fhort  Time,  the  Famine 
began  to  prevail ;     And  in  Memory  of  this,  the  jfeivs  have 
ever   fince  obferv'd  the  tenth   Day  of  Tebeth^  (the  Month 
when  this  happen'd)  as  a  Day  of  folemn  Falling  and  Humi- 
liation even  to  this  Time. 

On  that  very  Day  of  the  Month,  when  the  Siege  of  Je- 
rufalem  began,  EzekieU  then  a  Captive  in  Chaldea,  had  it 
reveal'd  to  him  by  the  Type  of  a  boiling  Pot,  what  a  difmal 
DeftruClion  ftiould  be  brought  upon  that  City ;  and,  in  the 
Beginning  of  the  next  Year,  Jeremiah  was  order'd  to  de- 
clare to  the  King,  that  the  Babylonians^  who  were  then  be- 
fieging  the  Town,  would  certainly  take  it,  and  burn  it  with 
Fire  ;  make  him  Prifoner,  and  carry  him  to  Babylon^  where 
he  fhould  die :  Which  provok'd  Zedekiah  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  he  order'd  him  to  be  clapp'd  up  clofe  in  Prifon. 

As  Nebuchadnezzar  s  Army  was  approaching  ferufalem^ 
'Zedekiah,  and  his  People,  in  dread  of  what  might  follow, 
made  a  Shew  of  returning  unto  the  Lord  their  God.  They 
enter'd  into  a  folemn  Covenant  thence-forward  to  ferve  him 
only,  ,and  to  obey  his  Laws;  and,  in  Purfuance  of  that, 
agreed  to  proclaim  a  Manumijfion,  or  Liberty  to  all  Hebrew 
Servants  of  either  Sex,  according  to  what  the  Law  f  en- 

join'd ; 

f  The  Words  of  the  Law  are  thefe  :  — Tf  f^y  Brother,  an 

Hebrew  Man,  or  an  Hebrew  Woman  ybe  fold  unto  thee,  and  ferve 
thee  fix  Years,  then,  in  the  feventh  Tear,  thou  fhalt  let  him  go 
free  from  thee',  and  njohen  thou  fendeji  him  out  free  from  thee, 
thzu  Jhalt  not  let  him  go  aivay  empty  ;  thou  fhalt  furntfh  him  li- 
berally out  of  thy  Flock,  and  out  of  thy  Floor,  and  out  of  thy  Wine- 
Prefs  ;  of  that,  'zvhereivith  the  Lord  hath  bleffed  thee,  thou  /halt 
gi've  unto  him  :  And  thou  Jhalt  remember,  that  thou  <voaJi  a  Bond- 
man in  the  Land  o/^Egypt,  and  the  Lord  thy  God  redeemed  thee. — 
//  Jhall  not  feem  hard  unto  thee,  nxjhen  thou  fendefi  him  a^way 
free  from  thee  ;  for  he  hath  been  ix.'orth  a  double  hired  Servant 
to  thee,  in  ferving  thee  fix  Tears,  and  the  Lord  thy  God  Jhall  blefs 

thee 
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A.  M.    join'd  ;  but,   upon  the  coming  of  Hophra,  King  of  Egypt, 

An^t'^chri^ft  ^^  ^^^  Relief  of  Jerufa/em,  and  Nebuchadnezzar's  raifing  the 

6io,'  &ff.     Siege  to  meet  him,  and  give  him  Battle,   the  fews  were  ge- 

FromiKingsnerally  of  Opinion,   that   the  C/»fl/d'^^«j  were  gone  for  good 

End  oV^^  ^^^  ^^'»   ^      thereupon  repented  of  their  Covenant  oi  Re- 

Chron,        formation,    and   caus'd  every  Man    his  Servant,    and    every 

^•^/^  Man  his  Hand-Maid,   to  return  to  their  Servitude :  Which 

bafe  and  inhuman  Prevarication   fo  provok'd  God,   that  he 

order'd  his  Prophet  to  proclaim  Liberty  to  the  Sword,  and 

to  the  Famine,  and  to  the  Peftilence,   to  execute  his  Wrath 

upon  them,  and  their  King,  and  their  Princes,  and  aW  Judahi 

and  ferujalem,  to  their  utter  Deftru<Slion. 

J  E  RE  MI  AH  indeed,  in  all  the  Anfwers,  which  he 
return'd  the  King,  (who,  upon  the  Departure  of  the  Chal- 
d'cansy  fent  frequently  to  confult  him)    was   always  pofitive, 

that 

thee  in  all  that  thou  doeji,  Deut.  xv.  i  2,  ^c.  Now,  for  the 
better  underftanding  of  this,  we  mull  obferve,  that  there  were 
two  Periods  of  Tune,  wherein  this  Releafe  of  Jeiui/h  Bond- 
Slaves  was  enjoin'd,  the  Tear  of  Jubilee,  which  was  Q\zry  fif- 
tieth, and  ihe  Sabbatical-Tear,  which  was  every y^i;fw//&  Year. 
The  Sabbatical  Year  is  what  is  here  intended  :  It  now  happen'd 
in  the  eighth  Year  of  ZedekiaFs  Reign  ;  but  (as  Prideaux  in  his 
Preface  remarks)  had  not  been  obferv'd  for  above  360  Yeafs 
before ;  for  which  Reafon,  the  Je^s,  being  now  in  a  State  of 
CompunSiio?],  were  for  reftoring  it  to  its  primitive  Inftitution ; 
but  upon  the  Removal  of  their  Fears,  by  the  withdrawing  of 
Nebuchadnetzzari  Forces,  they  repented  of  their  good  Inten- 
tions, and  recalled  their  Servants  to  their  Slavery  again.  Why 
the  Obfervation  of  fuch  a  Year  in  feven  was  enjoin'd,  the  Rea- 
fons  are  pretty  obvious :  For,  befides  the  Commemoration  of 
the  Ifraelites  Releafe  from  the  Egyptian  Bondage,  which  the 
Text  fpecifies,  the  general  Releafe  of  Servants,  and  the  Refto- 
ration  of  Lands  and  Tenements  to  their  firft  Owners,  which  were 
then  to  b^  tranf?.£ted,  were  to  hinder  the  Rich  from  oppreffing 
the  Needy,  and  reducing  them  to  perpetual  Slavery  ;  that 
Debts  (hould  not  be  too  much  multiply'd,  nor  the  Poor,  confe- 
quently,  entirely  ruin'd  ;  but  that  a  Liberty  of  People's  Perfons, 
an  Equality  of  their  Fortunes,  and  the  Order  and  Diftindion  of 
their  Tribes  and  Families  (as  far  as  it  was  polfible)  might  be 
preferv'd  :  And  it  was  fomething  like  this,  that  Lycurgus  efta- 
bliih'd  among  the  Lacedemonians,  in  his  inftituting  an  Equality 
among  Perfons,  banilhing  Slavery,  and  (preventing  as  far  as  he 
could)  any  one's  becoming  too  powerful,  or  too  rich.  Bedford's, 
Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  iv.  c.  4.  and  Calmet\  Didlionary, 
under  the  Word  Sabbath, 
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that  the  Egyptians^  whom  he  depended  upon,  would  certain-    A.  m. 
\y  deceive  him ;  that   their   Army   would   return  without  ^n^t^cif^r 
giving  him  any  Afliftance  J  and   that  the  Chaldeans   would  610,  fife* 
thereupon  renew  the  Siege,  take  the  City,  and  burn  it  with     From  ^ 
Fire.     During  their  Abfence  however,  he  thought  it  no  im-  Jo^|,7£^"' 
proper  Time  to  endeavour  to  avoid  the  approaching  Siege,  of  2  Chron^ 
by  retiring  to  Anathoth^    his  native  Place ;    but  as   he  was  vV^v'^s^j 
parting  the  Gate  of   the  City,    which  led  that  Way,    the 
Captain  of  the  Guard  feiz'd  him  as  a  Deferter^  and  brought 
him  before  the  Prijices,  who,  in  much  Rage,  fell  upon  him^ 
and  beat  him,   and  then  committed  him   to  the  common 
Jail,  where  he  continu'd  for  many  Days. 

In  the  mean  Time,  the  Egyptia7ts,  not  daring  to  engage/j  caft  intt  a 
the  Chaldean  Army,  retir'd  before  them   into  their  own'^'f'"''^  ^''"~ 
Country,  leaving  Zedekiah  2.nd  his  People,  with  their  unequalf^7Lf"<7« 
Strength,  to  contend  with  Nebuchadnezzar ^who  now  return'd  htervieza 
more  exafperated  than  ever,  to  re-inveftthe  City  of  fcrufa-"^''^  '** 
lem.     Nor  had   he  been  long  before  it,    e're   the  King  fent    '"^'' 
Meflengers  to  Jeremiah,   to  enquire  of  him,  then  in  Prifon, 
concerning  the  Fate  of  the  prefent  War  :  But  his  conftant 
Anfwer  was,   "  That  God,    being  highly  provok'd  againft 
"  him  and  his  People,    for  their  manifold  Iniquities^  would 
"  fight  againft  the  City,  and  fmite  it ;  that  both  Kang  and 
*'   People  fhould  be  deliver'd  into  the  Hands  of  the  King  of 
"  Babylon  ;  that  thofcj  who  continu'd  in  the  City^  during 
"  the  Siege,  fhould  perifh  by  the  Peftilence,  by  the  Famine^ 
**  and  by  the  Sword ;  but  that  thofe,    who   endeavoured  to 
"  efcapc,  tho'   they  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  Chaldeans^ 
would  have  their  Lives  preferv'd:"     At  which,   feveral  of 
tlie  Princes,   and  chief  Commanders,    being  very  much  of- 
fended, prefs'd  the  King  againft  him,   as  one,  whoj    by  his 
Speeches,  difcourag'd  the  Soldiers,  and  People,  and  was  e- 
nough  indeed  to  occafion  a  Defedlion. 

In  this  Conjuncture  of  Affairs,  the  King  was  oblig'd  to  de- 
liver him  into  their  Hands ;  and  they,  with  unrelenting  Cru- 
elty, caft  him  into  a  nafty  Dungeon  f,  where  inevitably  he 

mufl 

-f-  Some  thinks  that,  when  he  was  in  this  difmal  Placfij  hd 
made  thofe  mournful  Meditations,  which  are  fet  down  in  the 
Third  Chapter  of  the  Lamentations.     They  hanie  cut  off  my  Lifb 

in  the  Dungeon,  and  caft  a  Stone  upon  me. /  called  upon  thj 

Name,  O  Lord,   out  of  the  loiv  Dungeon,  and  thou  haft  heard  mj 
Voice,  &c.   vcr.  53,  55",  56.     Loi»th'%  Commentary   on   '^sft 
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A.  M.  niuft  have  perifh'd,  had  not  Ebed-Mekch  f ,  one  of  the 
Ant*  Chrfft  K^'^g's  Eunuchs,  interceded  with  his  Mafter  to  have  him 
6ioi  Sff.  relcas'd  from  thence,  and  fent  back  to  his  former  Prifon  ; 
FromiKingsfor  which  Favour,  the  Prophet  aflur'd  him  from  God,  that 

End  of '2'   ^^  ^°"'^  "°'  P^"^  ^*  *^^  Sacking  of  the  City. 
Chron.  As  the  City  began  to  be  prefs'd  more  by  the  Siege,  the 

^■•VNJKlngdefir'd  a  private  Conference  with  Jeremiah,  who  ac- 
cordingly was    fent  for  to  an  Apartment  of  the  Temple  ; 
but  the  Prophet  could  give  no  other  Anfwer  to  his  Quefti- 
ons,  than  what  he  had  done  before  ;  only  he  advis'd  him  to 
furrender  to  the  Enemy,  as  the  beft  Expedient,  to  fave  both 
himfelf  and  the  City.     The  King,  tho'  urg'd  by  the  Pro- 
phet,  could  by  no  Means  bring  himfelf  to   think  of  that. 
At  his  breaking  off  the  Difcourfe  however,  he  oblig'd  him 
to  Secrecy,  tho'  he  did  not  forget  to  remand  him  to  Prifon  : 
And  this  is  the  laft  Interview,  that  the  Prophet  had  with  the 
King, 
jevufalem        jj^  thg  mean  Time,  the  Siege  began  to  draw  towards  a 
Zedekiah     Conclufion.     The  People  within  the  Walls,  thro'  the  Scar- 
the  King     City  of  Provifions,  were  reduc'd  to  the  laft  Neceflity,  even 
Made  Prifo-^/j    to  feed   on  one  another;  and  thofe  without  hzd  now  • 
"hTs'Eyes  />«f^"'^'^  ^^^''"  Works,  and  provided  all  Things  for  a  general 
tut.  Aflault ;  when,  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  King  Zedekiah,  and 

on  the  ninth  Day  of  the  fourth  Month  of  that  Year,  the 
City  was  taken  by  Storm,  about  Midnight,  and  every  Place 
filled  with  Blood  and  Slaughter.  Through  the  Favour  of 
the  Night,  Zedekiah  and  his  Friends  *  endeavour'd  to  make 

their 

fThis  charitable  Interceflbr  for  the  Prophet  in  his  Diftrefs,  is, 
in  the  Text,  faid  to  have  been  an  Ethiopia?: ;  accordingly  Huetius 
(in  his  Treatife  de  Na'vigatione  Solofnonis,  cap.  7.)  obferves  from 
yofephus,  that  Solofnon,  in  his  Voyage  to  TarJJnJhy  (l  Kings  X, 
22.)  amongft  other  Merchandife,  brought  Slaves  from  Ethiopia, 
which  was  likewife  the  Pradice  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  in 
After  Ages,  as  he  there  proves  by  feveral  Teftimonies :  And 
fuch  an  one  he  fuppofes  this  Ebed-Melech  to  have  been  originally, 
though  afterwards  he  was  promoted  to  be  an  Eunuch,  or  chief 
Officer  of  the  King's  Houfe.  Lon.vth\  Commentary  on  Jer. 
xxxviii. 

(I)  Lament,  iv.  4,  5.  and  Ezek.  v.  10. 

*  It  is  a  hard  Matter  to  conceive,  how  the  Bejieged  could 
make  their  Efcape,  feeing  that  the  Chaldeans  had  begirt  the  City 

round  about.     Jofephtis  indeed  gives  us  this  Account : • 

*'  That,  as  the  City  was  taken  about  Midnight,  the  Captains, 
"  with  the  relt  of  the  Soldiers,  went  diredly  into  the  Temple  ; 

"  which 


Chap.    V.    from  the  Building  of  the  Tcm^Xc^  ^c.         ^29 
their   Efcape  towards  the  Wildernefs;    but    he   had    not     A.  m. 
gone  far,  before  he  was   taken,    and  carry'd  to  Nebuchad-  "^^^^'^'^ 
nezzar,    who  was  then  at  Riblah  f ,  where,    after  fome  fe-  (,io',&c. 
vere  Reproaches*,  he  firfl  caufed  his  Sons,  and  the  Princes  of     From 

,  .  ,    -^.        rr    ,  ,      ,  .    .  1  II-    TTf  /-M  't    "^  *  Chron. 

"  which  King  Zedehah  perceiving,  he  took  his  Wives,  Chil-  Vi^VVJ 
*•  dren,  Commanders,  and  Friends,  and  they  flipt  all  away  to- 
"  gether,  by  a  narrow  PafTage,  towards  the  Wildernefs."  But 
then  what  this  narrow  Paffage  was,  is  ftill  tl\e  Queflion.  The 
yews  indeed  think,  that  there  was  a  fubterraneous  Paffage  from 
the  Palace  to  the  Plains  of  Jericho,  and  that  the  King,  and  his 
Courtiers,  might  endeavour  to  make  their  Efcape  that  Way. 
DioTiy  'tis  true,  tells  us,  lib.  Ixvi.  that,  in  the  laft  Siege  of  Jeru' 
/a/em,  the  yenvs  had  covert  Ways,  which  went  under  the  Walls 
of  the  City,  to  a  confiderable  Diftance  into  the  Country,  out 
of  which  they  were  wont  to  fally,  and  fall  upon  the  Romans, 
that  were  ftraggling  from  their  Camp  :  But,  fince  neither  yo/e- 
pbus,  nor  the /acred  Hijiorzan,  takes  notice  of  any  fuchy«^/fr- 
raneous  Conduit  at  this  Siege,  we  may  fuppofe,  that,  the  Chal- 
deans having  made  a  Breach  in  the  Wall,  the  Befieged  ^o\.  away 
privately  between  the  Wall  and  the  Out- Works,  in  a  Paffage, 
which  the  Enemy  did  not  fufpeft.     The  Words  in  the  Second 

Book  of  Kings  are  : They  nvent  by  the  Way  0/  the  Gate, 

bet-iueen  the  two  Walls,  i/jhichis  by  theKin^s  Gar  deny  Chap.  xxv. 

4.  which,  in  yeremiah,  are  thus  exprefs'd  : They  nvent  by  the 

Way  0/ the  King's  Garden,  by  the  Gate  bet'ween  the  tivo  Walls  : 
So  that,  as  the  King's  Garden  fac'd  the  Country,  very  likely 
there  was  fome  very  private  and  imperceptible  Gate,  through 
which  they  might  attempt  to  efcape,  and  the  Be/egers  perhaps 
might  not  keep  fo  ftrift  a  Watch  at  that  Part  of  the  Town,  (If- 
pecially  in  the  Hurry  of  ftorming  it)  becaufe  it  led  to  the  Plain, 
and  made  their  Efcape  in  a  Manner  impra£licable.  Jewilh  Hift. 
lib.  X.  c.  II.     Patrick^,  Le  Clerc^s,  and  Calmet's  Commentaries. 

f  Rib/ah  was  a  City  of  Syria,  in  the  Country  of  Hamah,  which 
Country  is  the  neareft  to  yudea,  and  which  City,  according  to 
St.  yerom,  was  the  fame  with  what  was  afterwards  called  An- 
tioch;  and,  as  it  was  the  moft  pleafant  Place  in  sW  Syria,  here 
Nebuchadnezzar  lay,  to  attend  the  Succefs  of  the  Siege  of  yeru' 
/alem,  to  fend  his  Army  proper  Supplies,  and  to  intercept  any 
Relief,  that  might  come  to  the  Befieg'd.  Patricks  Commentary. 

*  Nebuchadnezzar  no  fooner  caft  his  Eye  upon  him,  fays  yo- 
/ephus,  (Jewifh  Antiq.  lib.  x.  c,  11.)  but  he  called  hiro  a'l  the 
faithlefs  and  perfidious  Names,  that  he  could  think  of.  Did  you 
not  promi/e  me  to  manage  the  Poiver  and  Authority,  that  1  put 
you  in  Po/fe/fion  0/,  /or  jny  Adnjantage  and  Behoo/ ?  And  am  I 
not  moell  requited,  do  you  think,  /or  making  you  a  King  in  your 
Brother  Jehoiakim'j  Place,    by  your  employing  0/  the  Credit  and 

Intereji, 
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A.  M.  "Jxidah  taken  with  him,  to  be  flain  before  his  Face,  and  then 
A^^t^Cl  f  cor"fn^"'^£<^  his  Eyes  ||  to  be  put  out,  and  himfelf  to  be  bound 
6ioj  ©"f.  *  in  Fetters  of  Brafs,  to  be  fcnt  to  Babylon^  and  put  in  Prifon 
From  for  Life,  to  the  full  Accompliftiment  of  *  what  the  two 
to'thef  End  Pi^ophets,  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel,  had  foretold  concerning 
of  2  Cliron.  him. 

O-^VN^  As  foon  as  Nebuchadnezzar  had  Advice  of  the  Taking 
^^j  r''^  °^  5'^r«/^/^;w,  he  fent  Nebuzaradan^  the  Captain  of  his 
Vlunde/^d'  Guards,  with  Orders  to  raze  the  Place,  plunder  the 
and  burnt ;  Temple,  and  carry  the  People,  that  were  left.  Captives  to 
the  Nobles    Babylon  ;  which  he  failed  not  to  execute  widi  the  utmoft 

and  Z''"'f  ij  • 

Mcncxecu.  ^'§0"^ 

ted,   but  Je- 

^pZ^het'tre  I»^^*'^fif  *^^*  I  g^'ve  you,   to   the  Ruin   of  your  Patron  and  Bene - 

ferv'd,  and  f^^or  ?  But  that  God  is  great  andjuft,  nvho,for  the  Punijhment 

honourably     ofyour  Treachery  and  Ingratitude,    hath  noiv  made  you  my  Pri' 

treated.       foner.     But  there   is  a  Miftake  in  this  Speech  of  Nebuchadnez.- 

««r's,  viz.  his  making  Zedekiah  fucceed  his  Brother  "Jehoiakimt 

whereas,  he  was  put  in  the  Place  of  his  Nephew  Jehoiachin  } 

but  his  Nephew's  Reign  was  fo  very  fliort,   (little  more  than 

three  Months)   that  this  imperious  Monarch  might  look  upon 

it  as  nothing  at  all. 

II  Jojephus  takes  notice,  that  the  feeming  Contradidlion  in  the 
Prophecies  of  Ezeiiel,  and  Jeremiah,  concerning  the  Fate  of 
Zedekiah,  made  that  Prince  give  no  Heed  to  what  was  foretold. 

Ezekiel's  Prophecy  is  deliver'd  in  thefe  Words  : I  ivill 

bring  him  to  Babylon,  to  the  Land  of  the  Chaldeans,  yet  Jhall  he 
not  fee  it,   thd*   he  die  there.   Chap.  xii.  13.  z^ndi  Jeremiah'' %   in 

thefe: ■ He  Jhall  be  deU'ver  d  into   the  Hands  of  the  K^ng  of 

Babylon,  and  Jhall  fpeak  njoith  him  Mouth  to  Mouth,  and  his  Eyes 
Jhall  behold  his  Eyes,  Chap,  xxxii.  4.  both  of  which  were  lice- 
rally  accomplilh'd  :  For  Zedekiah  was  carry 'd  to  Riblah,  where 
he  faw  the  King  of  Babylony  and  fpake  to  him,  and  beheld  his 
Children  executed ;  but  had  afterwards  his  Eyes  put  out,  and 
Was  then  carry'd  to  Babylon,  where  he  was  incapable  of  feeing 
the  City,  becaufe  he  had  loft  his  Eye- fight.  Jewifh  Antiq.  lib. 
X.  c.  II.     Calmet''i,  and  Patrick'^  Commentaries. 

*  The  Refleftion,  which  Jofephus  makes  upon  this  Occafion, 

is  very  good  and  moral  : "  This  may  ferve  to  convince 

*'  even  the  \gxvQX2Mt,fays  he,  of  the  Power  and  Wifdom  of  God, 
*'  and  of  the  Conftancy  of  his  Counfels,  through  all  the  various 
**  Ways  of  his  Operations.  It  may  like  wife  ihew  us,  that 
"  God's  Foreknowledge  of  Things  is  certain,  and  his  Provi- 
*'  dencc  regular  in  the  ordering  of  Events;  befides  that,  it  hold* 
••  forth  a  moft  exemplary  Inftance  of  the  Danger  of  our  giving 
/*  way  to  the  Motions  of  Sin  and  Infidelity,  which  deprive  "* 
**  of  the  Means  of  difceming  God's  Judgments,  which  are  ready 
*'  to  fall  upon  us.''    Jewjh  Antiq.  lib.  x.  c.  u. 


Chap.V.     from  the  Buildirig  of  the  Tcmph,  ^c.    '    54.1 

Rigour  and  Cruelty.     For,  having  taken  all  the  Veflels  out    A.  m. 
of  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  and   gather'd  together  all  the].394,  fe'f. 
Riches,  that  he  could  find,  either  in  the  King's  Palace,  or  g  "J"  ^/'^' 
in  any  great  Mens  Houfes,  he  *  fet  both  the  Temple  and     From  " 
City  on  Fire,  and  overthrew  all  the  Walls,  FortrefTes,  and  '  ^'"ss  viii. 
Towers  thereunto  belonging,  until  he  had  brought  the  Whole  0°  I  ch^on 
to  a  perfect  Defolation  :  And  upon  thefe  two  fad  Occafi-  ^.^wj 
ons,  viz.  the  Taking  of  the  City,  and  the  Deftru6tion  of 
th^  Temple,  the  Prophet    Jeremiah  compos'd   a  mournful 
Poem,  which  is  called   his  Lamentations  f,  and    the  Jews 
obferve    two  annual  Fafts,  the  one  in  the  fourth  Month, 
which  falls    in    with   our  fune^  and  the  other  in  the  fifth 
Month,  which  anfwers  Part  of  our  July^  even  to  this  Day. 
Having   thus  deftroy'd  the  City  and  Temple,  Nebuza- 
radan  made  all  the  People,  that  he  found  in  the  Place,  Cap- 
tives.    Some  of  the  Chief  of  thefe,    fuch  as  Seraiah  the 
Y3  High^ 

*  The  Temple  was  burnt,  from  the  Time  that  it  was  built, 
four  hundred  Years,  fays  Sir  John  Marram  ;  foiir  hundred  and 
twenty-four  Years,  three  Months,  and  eight  Days,  fays  Pri- 
mate UJher ;  four  hundred  and  thirty  Years,  fays  Abarbinelf  and 
other  learned  Jenus  :  But  Jofephus  computes  the  Thing  ftill 
higher  ;  for  he  tells  us,  that  the  Temple  was  burnt  four  hun- 
dred and  feventy  Years,  fix  Months,  and  ten  Days,  from  the 
Building  of  it ;  one  Thoufand  and  fixty  Years,  fix  Months  and 
ten  Days,  from  the  Ifraelites  Coming  out  of  the  Land  oi  Egypt; 
one  Thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  Years,  fix  Months,  and 
ten  Days,  from  the  Deluge  ;  and  three  Thoufand  five  hundred 
and  thirty  Years,  fix  Months,  and  ten  Days,  from  the  Creation 
of  the  World.  Jofephus  Hands  amaz'd,  that  the y>f5»</ Temple 
Ihould  be  burnt  by  the  Romans  in  the  fame  Month,  and  on  the 
very  fame  Day  of  the  Month,  that  this  was  fet  on  fire  by  the 
Chaldeans,  and,  as  fome  of  the  Jeivi/h  Doftors  fay,  when  the 
Levites  were  finging  the  fame  Pfalm  in  both  Deflru£lions,  'uiz. 
xciv.  23.  He  Jhall  bring  upon  them  their  oiAin  Iniquity  y  and  he 
Jhall  cut  them  off  in  their  o^wn  Wickednefs  j  yea,  the  Lord  our 
God  Jhall  cut  them  off,  Patrick^  Commentary,  and  Jeiui/h  An- 
tiq.  lib.  X.  c.  1 1. 

f  The  Hebreijus  call  this  Book  Echa,  [how)  from  the  firft 
Word  in  the  Text,  Ho-tv  does  the  City  fit,  &c.  or  Kinnoth,  which 
fignifies  Lamentations,  and  the  Greeks  call  it  6pri»o»,  a  Word  of 
the  like  Import.  In  the  t^o  firft  Chapters,  the  Author  is  em- 
ploy'd  in  defcribing  the  Calamities  of  the  Siege  of  Jerufalem  ; 
in  the  third,  he  deplores  the  Perfecutions,  which  himfelf  had 
fufFer'd  ;  in  the  fourth,  he  bemoans  the  Fate  of  the  City  and 
Temple,  and  Zedekiah*s  fad  Misfortune  j  and,  in  the  fifth,  he 

addrefi^es 
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A.  M.     H'lgh-Priejl,  Zephaniah  f  the  fecond  Prieft,  and  about  fe- 

3394,  &c.  ygfjty  others,  he  carry'd  to  Riblah^  where  Nebuchadnezzar  f 

^6**0   &<:'•   caus'd  them  all  to  be  put  to  Death.     The  poorer   and  la- 

From       bouring  Part  of  the  People,  fuch  as  could  till  the  Ground, 

1  Kingsviii.  2j^j  jj.g^g  the  Vineyards,  he  left  behind  him,  and  made  Ge- 

*f  \  chnjn.  daliah  +  their  Governor ;  but  as  for  all  the  reft,  he  carry'd 

^yY'*W  them  dire£tly  away  to  Babylon  ;  only  "Jeremiah^  (of  whom 

Nebuchadnezzar   had  given  him  Charge  to  take  particular 

Care)  he  not  only  took  out  of  Prifon  when  he  firft  came  fo 

Jerufalcmy  but,  as  the  rcfl  were  upon  their  Departure,  gave 

him 


addreffes  his  Prayer  to  God  in  Behalf  of  his  Brethren,  the  Jenvsy 
under  their  Difperfion  and  Captivity.     The  Whole  is  wrote  in 
a  very  lively,  tender,  and  pathetick  Stile  ;  and  all  the  Chapters, 
except  the  lafl:,  (which  feems  to  have  been  of  later  Compofuion 
than  the  reft)  are  in  Acrojiick  Verfe,  /,  e.  every  Line,  or   Coup- 
let, begins,  in  an  Alphabetical  Oxd.tr,  with  feme  Letter  in  the 
Hebretv  Alphabet.     In  the  third  Chapter,  each  Letter  is  fuccef- 
fively  thrice  repeated  ;  but  in  the  fecond,  third,  and  founh  Chap- 
ters, there  is  this  Thing  peculiar,  'viz.  that  the  Letter  Pe  is  fet 
before  Aif7 ;  whereas,  in  the  firft  Chapter,  as  well  as  in  all  the 
Acrojiick  Pfalms,  Ain  is  continually  firft  ;  but  the  Reafon  of  this 
is  hard  to  tell :  For  what  fome  advance,  -viz.  that,  as  the  Let- 
ter Ai»  fignifies  /e<veaty,    the  Tranfpofition  feems  to  denote  the 
Confufion,  which  the  Prophet  was  in,  when  he  confider'd  that 
this  Captivity   was  to  laft  fe'venty  Tears  ;  this  has  too  great^an 
Air  of  a  FiSlion  in  it.     Bedford's  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi. 
c.   3.  and  Calmet\  Didlionary,  under  the  Word  Lamentations. 
f  The  y^ot'^  call  their/ffoW  Prieft  their  Sagan,  whpfe  Bufi- 
nefs  it  was  to  fupply  the  Fundlion  of  the  High- Prieft,  in  cafe  he 
was  fick,  or  any  other  Incapacity  attended  him.      We  find  no   . 
fuch  particular  Inftitution  under  the  La-vj  ;  but  Eleazar,  the  Son 
of  Aaron,  who  is  ftiled  the  Chief  o'uer  the  Chief  of  the  Levites, 
andn.vho  had  the    O'ver- fight  of  them  ivho   kept    the  Charge  of 
the  Saniluary,    Numb.  iii.    32.  and   whofe  Authority  was  not 
much  inferior  to  that  of  the  High  Prieft,  may  (not  improperly) 
be  deem'd  one  of  that  Order.     Calmeth  Commentary. 

f  Becaufe,  very  probably,  he  look'd  upon  them  as  the 
King's  principal  Counfellors,  who  advis'd  him  to  rebel  againfl: 
him.     Pat  riches  Commentary.  | 

•\  Gedatiah,  we  underftand,  was  the  Son  of  Ahikam,  Je' 
remiahh  great  Friend  ;  and  'tis  not  unlikely,  that,  by  the  Pro- 
phet's Advice,  who  exhorted  all,  both  King  and  People,  to  fur- 
render  themfelvcs  to  the  Afyriam,  Jer.  xxxviii.5,  17.  he  made 
his  Efcape  from  the  City,  and  went  over  to  the  King  of  Babylon, 
and  for  this  Reafon  was  promoted  to  the  Goveriunent  of  Judta. 
Cahtet'i  and  Ptttrick'i  Commentaries. 
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him  his  Option,  whether  he  would  go  with  him  to  Babylon,     A.  m. 
where  he  fhould  be  maintain'd  very  plentifully  at  the  King's  ^^'^^'pf  f; 
Charge,  or   clfe    remain  in  the  Country  ;    and,  when  the  g  q^  ^"  * 
Prophet  had  chofe  the  latter,  he  difmifs'd  him  honourably.  From  i  Kin. 
with   an  handfome  Prefent,  and  with  Letters   of  Recom-  Z,'"' '° ''^^ 
mendation   to  the  Governor  Gedaliah,    wherein   he   gave  ^  chron, 
him  a  ftrict  Charge  to  take  particular  Care  of  him.  Ly^Y'NJ 

The    Objection. 

"T3  U  T  how  careful  foever  the  Babylonians  might  be  of 
*'XJ  the  Prophet  feremiah,  becaufe  they  might  fuppofe 
*'  that  his  Predictions  had  done  them  Service  j  yet  cer- 
*'  tainly  they  would  have  entertain'd  no  great  Opinion,  ei- 
*'  ther  of  him  or  them,  had  they  been  inform 'd,  in  what 
*'  a  wild  and  frantick  Manner,  both  he,  and  fome  other 
**  Prophets  were  accuftom'd  to  deliver  them.  For,  [rn) 
**  what  can  we  fay  lefs,  of  his  making  («)  Bonds  and  Yokes 
*'  to  put  upon  his  own  Neck,  and  to  fend  to  feveral  Kings, 
*'  neighbouring  upon  Judea,  by  the  Hands  of  their  Embof- 
*'  fadors,  then  refiding  in  ferufalem,  to  put  them  in  mind 
*'  of  their  future  Captivity  to  the  King  of  Babylon  ?  A  no- 
*'  table  Prefent  for  any  great  Minifter  to  make  to  his  Prince, 
*'  upon  his  Return  from  abroad  !  {o")  What  can  we  fay  lefs, 
"  of  [p)  his  taking  a  Journey,  at  two  feveral  Times,  from 
*'  ferufalem  to  the  River  Euphrates,  of  about  five  hundred 
"  and  fifty  Miles,  merely  to  hjde  his  Girdle  in  the  Hole  of 
'*  the  Rock,  that,  when  he  fetch'd  it  again,  he  might  find  it 
**  all  moulder'd  and  tatter'd,  and,  upon  that  Prefumption, 
*'  have  it  to  fay  to  his  Countrymen,  that  (q)  God  would  in 
**  like  Manner^  mar  the  Pride  of  Judah,  and  the  great 
"  i'r/V^(3/'Jerufalem  ? 

"  (r)  What  can  we  fay  lefs  of  his  Brother  E%ekieV% 
*'  drawing  Figures  upon  a  Slate,  (the  common  Amufement 
*'  of  Fools,  and  Children)  and  (x)  pourtraying  'Jerufalem, 
*'  with  a  Fort,  and  Mount,  znd  Camp,  znd  Battering- 
*'  Rams,  and  an  Iron- Pot,  to  reprefent  its  Walls ;  and  all 
**  this,  for  a  Sign  to  the  People,  that  their  City,  in  like 
*'  Manner,  fliould  be  befieg'd  ?  What  lefs,  of  (t)  his  fhav- 
*'  ing  his  He^d  and  Beard,  f  which  was  contrary  to  the  Law) 
Y  4  "  his 

{«)  Chriftianity  as  old  as  the  Creation,  p.  250.  (nj  Jer. 

xxvii.  2,  3.  (0)  Chriftianit/,  ibid.  p.  2:55.         Cp)  Jer.  xiii. 

I.  (f)  Ibid.  ver.  9.  (r)  Chriftianity,  ibid.  p.  255. 

(tj  Ez8k.  iv.  I.          {t)  Ibid.  v.  1, 
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A.M.      *<  his  dividing,  and  burning  his  Hair,  and  his  (u)  baking  his 

Aiu^Cb-if   *'  Bread  with  hmnan  Dioig,  to  prefigure  the  fore  Famine, 

610,  (^c.  *'  that  would  fall  upon  them  in  the  Siege?  (x)  What  lefs. 

From      <<  of  his  digging  through  the  IVall  of  his  Houfe  to  bear  oft 

to  the^nd'  "  ^'^  Goods  at  Noon-Day^  packing  them  up,  and  carrying 

pf  2  Chron. "  them  upon  his  Shoulders,  from  Place  to  Place,  to  denote 

\y^>/"^  ^'  the  Suddennefs  of  their  Flight  from  the  vanquifh'd  City  ? 

^'  What  lefs,  of  his  lying  three  hundred  and  ninety  Days 

*'  on  his  left,  and  forty  Days  on  his   right  Side,  without 

**  being  once  allow'd  to  turn  himfelf,  to  fignify  the  Conti- 

?'  nuation  of  IfraeY%  and  ^Judah\  Captivity  ? 

"  Th£se  are  Alliens,  one  would  think,  unbecoming 
^'  the  Wifdom  of  God  to  enjoin,  or  the  Gravity  of  his 
**  Prophets  to  perform ;  and  yet  {y)  there  is  fomething 
*'  more  abfurd,  and  indecent,  in  requiring  Hofea  (z)  to 
**  inarry  a  known  Whore,  that  he  might  (with  a  better 
f  Grace)  upbraid  the  People  with  their  Apojiacy  j  and  {a) 
**  Ifaiah  to  go  three  Years  together  naked,  to  exemplify  the 
*'  Captivity  of  the  Egyptians,  when  the  Ajfyrians  Jhould  lead 
*!^  them  away  Prifoners,  young  and  old,  naked  and  barefoot, 
**  even  with  their  Buttocks  uncovered,  to  the  Shame  of^-. 
'*  gypt,  as  the  Prophet  exprefles  it.  But,  allowing  that 
**  Prophets  were  Perfons  extraordinary,  and  that  great  Al- 
^'  lowances  fhould  be  given  to  their  A<Sions,  yet  what  fhall 
f  we  fay  to  the  Hiftory  of  Judith  P 

"  {b)  It  fpeaks  of  Nahiichodonofor,  as  King  of  AJfyria  ; 
"  whereas  all  Hiftory  makes  mention  of  none,  under  that 
f '  Narne,  but  only  of  the  King  of  Babylon.  It  fpeaks  of 
^*  Arphaxad,  as  the  firft  Builder  of  Ecbatana  y  whereas  He- 
f*  rodotus  exprefsly  tells  us,  that  Dejoces  was  the  Founder 
•'  of  that  fair  City.  It  makes  Arphaxad  to  be  vanquifh'd 
*^  and  flain  by  Nabuchodonofor ;  whereas  the  fame  Hiflorian 
f '^  afTures  us,  that,  after  a  long  and  profperous  Reign,  he 
5*  dy'd  in  Peace.  It  fpeaks  oi  Joakim,  as  High-Priefl  at 
*'  this  Time  5  and  yet  it  is  certain,  that  there  was  no  Per- 
*'  fon  of  that  Order,  fo  nam'd  before  the  Captivity.  It  pla- 
f  •!  ces  the  chief  Management  of  publick  Affairs  in  his  Hands  j 
*'  and  yet  it  is  evident,  that,  whether  we  fuppofe  that  this 
**  happen'd  in  Manejfeh^s,  or  in  Zedekiah's,  Reign,  the 
f '  whole  Adminiflration  was  in  the  Power  of  the  King.  It 
•^^  reprefents  Holofernes,  as  behaving  rather  like  a  Perftan, 

*'  than 

(«)  Ibid.  iv.  12.  [x)  Ibid.xii.  3,  ^c.  {y  )  ChrJftia- 

?ity  as  old  as  the  Creation,  p.  256.     (z)  Chap.  i.  2.     (a)  Chap. 
;^x.  3,  /.       (b)  Calmefh  Preface  fur  le  Livre  de  Judith. 
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*'  than  a  Chaldean  ;  and  yet  the  Name  of  the  Per/tans  was    a.  m, 
*'  hardly  known  in  theDaysofNabuchodonofor.     It  g'ves^^5^94,  ©"c. 
*'  him  the  Honour  of  conquering   more  Provinces  in  the 0 10',  &l[' 
"  Space   of   three  Months,  than  another  General  would     From 
"  have  march'd  through  in  that  Time  ;  and  yet  it  leaves  J^^jjf  g'^'j 
"  upon  him  the  Difgrace  of  having  the  Career  of  his  Con- of  a  chrcn, 
**  quefts  ftopp'd  by  the  little  Town  of  Bethulia.  w'VN^ 

"  How  the  Bethulians  durft  adventure  to  oppofe  fo  fuc- 
''  cefsful  a  Conqueror,  or  how  one  fingle  Woman  could 
**  take  it  in  her  Head,  to  refcue  her  Country  from  fo  for- 
*'  midable  an  Enemy,  'tis  hard  to  conceive  ;  but  certainly 
**  the  Author  of  the  Hiftory  does  not  his  Heroine  Juftice, 
**  to  make  her  adt,  and  talk,  in  a  Manner,  not  fo  well  com- 
*'  porting  with  all  the  Senfe  of  Virtue  ^nd  Religion,  (c) 
^*  which  (he  pretends  to  have. 

"  For,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  bafe  and  perfidious  Mur- 
f*  ther,  which  {he  commits  ;  when  he  puts  in  her  Mouth 
"  fo  many  Lies  and  Prevarications  j  when  he  reprefents  her 
*'  as  a  Woman  void  of  Modefty,  who  endeavour'd  to  en- 
*'  fnare  Holofernes  in  a  finful  Paffion,  and  anfwer'd  to  the 
^'  Declarations  of  that  Paflion  with  too  little  Modefty  and 
**  Referve  j  when,  {d)  in  her  Prayer  to  God,  he  introduces 
*'  her,  as  commending  Sifneon's  cruel  Perfidy  to  the  Secke- 
*'  mites,  (e)  (tho'  the  Patriarch  Jacob  held  it  in  Deteftation) 
**  as  requefting,  that  the  (f)  Deceit  of  her  Lips  might  be 
^'  fuccefsful  to  the  Accomplifhment  of  her  bloody  Defign  ; 
*'  as  declaring,  that  her  Defign,  in  deferting  the  City,  (g) 
*'  was  purely  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  General,  without  fo 
**  much  as  the  Lofs  of  one  Man  ;  and  as  replying  to  the 
"  Suggeftions  of  the  Eunuch,  in  Favour  of  his  Matter's 
^'  Luft,  (h)  JVho  am  /,  that  1  Jhould  gainfay  my  Lord  ? 
"  furely  whatfoever  pleafeth  him,  will  I  dofpeedily  :  When 
^?  we  find  him  proceeding  at  this  ftrange  and  incongruous 
^'  Rate,  I  fay,  we  cannot  but  agree,  with  the  learned  Gro- 
^'  tius,  that,  the  whole  is  a  parabolical  Fidlion,  written  in 
^'  the  Time  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  when  he  came  into 
f  fudea  to  raife  a  Perfecution  againft  the  Jewijh  Church  ; 
**  and  that  the  Defign  of  it  was,  under  that  Perfecution,  to 
*'  confirm  them  in  their  Hopes  of  fome  fpeedy  and  wonder- 
**  ful  Deliverance  ;  that,  accordingly,  by  Judith,  is  meant 
*'  Judea^  which  is  called  a  Widow,  becaufe  (he  was  defti- 
J*  tute  of  Relief  i  by  Bethuliay  the  Temple  of  God;    by 

'^  Nabuchodonofor, 

{<•)  Judith  xi.  17.  (dO  Ibid.  ix.  2.  [e]  Gen.  xxxiv. 

(f)  Jttdjth  1^1 19;        (g)  Chap.  X.  13.         (h)  Chap,  xii.  14. 
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A.  M.     **  Nabuchodonofor^  the  Devil ;  by  Holof ernes,  the  Inftrument 
^^^*  Chri^ft  "  °^  ^^^  Devil  in  that  Perfecution,  viz.  Antiochus  Epipha- 
6ro,  £?£•.*'  "^^  y  ^^^  t>y  Judith's  Word,  the  Prayers  of  the  Saints, 
From      '<  which  prevailed  with  God  for  their  Deliverance. 

'  ^h  "End       ^^^'  ^^^  ^^""'^  "°'"  ^^*^^^^''^  ^^^  B°o^  of  7«^/VZ»  in  our 

of  2  Chron. Canon  of  Scripture,  are  not  under  the  like  Neceffity  of  vin- 

l,/V>odicating  its  Divine  Infpiration  and  Authority,  as    are   they, 

Ar.f-wer'd,    vvho,  {t)  by  a  publick  Aci:  of  Council,  have  thought  proper 

^ifT^uth     ^°  admit  it ;  but  fliil  we  fee  no  Reafon,  why  we  fliould  re- 

xho   not  Di- cede  from  the  Opinion  of  the  Antients,  merely  becaufe  fome 

-vineAuiho-  modem  Commentators  fwho,  by  the  fame  Freak  of  Fancy, 

^Btok  of  u-^^'^^  ^^^^  turn'd  the  plaineft  Narrative  in  Scripture  into  an 

dfth.  Allegory)   have  adventur'd  to  call  it  a  Parable.     Myfteries 

indeed  may  be  made  of  any  Thing,  and,  in  a  pregnant  Brain, 

fit  Allufions  will  never  be  wanting,  when  once  a  full  Scope 

is   given   to  the  Imagination,  and  a  Writer  is  permitted  to 

invent  what  he  pleafes :  But  it  would  be  Madnefs  to  give  up 

the  Truth  of  hijlorical  Fadls,  merely  becaufe  the  Man  has 

Ingenuity  enough  to  apply  them  to  a  foreign  Purpofe,  efpe- 

cially  when,  upon  Examination,  we  find,  that  there  are  fuf- 

ficient  Proofs  and  Teftimonies  of  their  Reality,  and  no  in- 

fuperable  Objedtions  to  the  contrary. 

Let  us  fuppofe  then,  that  the  Events,  contain'd  in  this 
Hiftory,  happen'd  before  the  Babylonifo  Captivity,  and  in 
the  Reign  of  Manajfeh  King  of  Judah  ;  that  Nabuchodono- 
for  in  Judith  was  the  fame  with  Saojduchinus  in  Ptolemy,  who 
rcign'd  over  the  AJfyrians,  and  Chaldeans,  having  fubdu'd 
Efarhaddon  King  of  AJfyria  ;  that  Arphaxad  is  the  fame 
with  Phraortes,  mention'd  in  Herodotus,  and  that  thefe  two 
Kings  wag'd  War  with  each  other  ;  that  Saofduchinus,  hav- 
ing overcome  Arphaxad,  refolv'd  to  reduce  all  the  Nations, 
fpoken  of  in  Judith,  under  his  Dominion,  and,  to  that 
Purpofe,  fent  Plotof ernes  at  the  Head  of  his  Forces,  to  fub- 
due  thofe  Countries,  that  would  not  fubmit  ;  that,  at  this 
Time,  Manajfeh,  who  had  been  a  little  before  delivered 
from  the  Captivity,  in  which  he  had  been  carry'd  to  Baby-' 
Ion,  dwelt  at  Jerufalem,  concerning  himfelf  but  little  with 
the  Government,  and  leaving  the  Care  of  publick  Afi^airs  to 
Joakim  the  High-Prieft  ;  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Bethulia 
refolv'd,  by  God's  Afliftance,  to  preferve  their  Religion  and 
Liberties,  and,  accordingly,  {hut  their  Gates  againft  Holo- 
f ernes  ;  and  that  Judith,  a  Woman  of  great  Courage  and 
Condudl,  feeing  the  Extremity,  to  which  the  City  was  re- 

^uc'd, 
(/)  Concil.  Trid.  Seff.  4 
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duc'd,  undertook  to  deftroy   Holof ernes,  and,  in   her    At-     a.  m, 
tempt,  fucceeded.     Suppoiing  all    this,  I   fay,  (and  this^  ''^^]\nt'£^i 
the  Subftance  of  the  Wholej  where  do  we  find  any  Thing gio,"  £fc. ' 
contrary  to  the  Rules  either  of  Hijiory,  or  Chronology  ?  From  ... 

The  War,  we  fuppofe,  commenc'd  between  Nabucho-'^^^  the^End* 
donofor  and  Arphaxad,  in  the  Year  of  the  World  3347  Jof  a  Chron. 
the  Expedition  and  Death  of  Holofernes  were  both  in  the  v^'^V^J 
next  Year  3348  ;  Manajfeh  was  taken  and  carry 'd  to   Ba- 
hylon  3349  j  he  return'd  feme  Years  after,  and  dy'd  3361  : 
So  that  here  we  find  a  proper  Space  for  the  Things,  related 
in  this   Hiftory,    to   be   tranfi.i6led  ;    and    that  they   were 
really    thus    tranfa6led,    we    have    the   concurring   Tefti-!- 
mony   both   of  the   Jewijh   and   Chrijiian    Church,    who, 
tho'  they  deny  the  Book  a   Place  in  the  Number   of  their 
facred  and  Divine  Writings,  yet  did  always  efteem  it  as  one 
of  their  Apocryphal  Pieces,  and  a  true  and  incontefted    Hi^ 
ftory,  well  contrived  yir  the  Edification  of  the  Vulgar,  tho' 
not  of  Authority    enough    to  determine  any    Controverfy   in 
Matters  of  Religion. 

{k)  JOSEPHUS  indeed  makes  no  Mention,  either  of 
the  Book  of  Judith,  or  of  her  famous  Exploit  in  killing 
Holofernes  ;  but  his  Silence  is  no  Argument  againfl  what 
we  aiTert,  becaufe  he  no  where  profefies  to  take  notice  of 
every  Thing,  that  occurr'd  in  the  Jewijh  Republick;  on 
the  contrary,  (/)  he  openly  declares,  that  his  Purpofc  was 
to  relate  only  fuch  Things,  as  were  recorded  in  Books, 
which  were  originally  written  in  Hebrew,  and  declar'd  Ca- 
nonical, which  that  of  Judith  never  was. 

'Tis    fome  Confirmation   of   its   Genuinenefs  howeVcr, 
that,  in  Writings,  which  are  of  undoubted  Authority,  we 
meet  with  fome  Citations  out  of  it  :  and  therefore  when  we 
find  St.  Luke,  in  Elizabeth's  Salutation  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
ufing  the  Words, {m)  Blejfed  art  thou  among  Wo- 
men, which   are  manifeftly  taken  from  the  Compliment, 
which  Ozias    makes  Judith,  {n)    Blejfed  art    thou   of  the 
Mojl  High  God,  above  all  the  Women  upon  Earth  ;  and  St. 
Paul,    in  his  Exhortation  to  the   Corinthians,  ufing   thefe, 
"              ( 0)  Neither  murmur  ye,  as  fome  of  them  alfo  mur- 
mured, and  were  dejlroyed  of  the  Dejiroyer,  which    he  cer- 
tainly borrows  from  the  tenth  Chapter  of  Judith,  according 
X9  the  Greek  Interpretation  i  we  cannot  forbear  concluding, 

that, 

{k)  Huelius\  Demonft.  Propof.  4.  (/)  Jewi(h  Antiq.  lib. 
X.  c.  u.  [m)  Luke  i.  4?.  (»)  Judith  xiii,  18.  [e)  i  Cor. 
X.  10. 
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A.  M.    that,  in  the  Apojlolick  Age,  tliis  Book  was  loolc'd  upon  as  a 
3394,  £f^.  Piece  of  true  and  uncontroverted  Hiftory. 
6io,  6f<r.       Difficulties  indeed  there  will  occur  m  Relation  to 
From     Names ^  Dates,  and  other  Particulars,  almoft  in  all  Hiftories, 
to^h?Er.d'"^"^  efpecially  in  the  Oriental  (p),  when  we  fhall  findj  not 
of  z  chron.  on^X  i"  Writers  of  different  Charaders,  the  Greek  and  He- 
« VVNj  brew,  the  facred  and  profane,   but  even  in  Writers  of  the 
Why  the      fanae  Nation,  the  fame  Perfon  under  different  Appellations, 
lilveh  wght'^^^'  ^^^^^^°^^->  ^"  Striilnefs  of  Speech,  it  may  be  accounted 
ieca/kJNn-  an  Error  in  Hiftory,  to  call  the  King  of  Nineveh  by  the  Name 
buchodono-  of  Nabuchodonofor,  yet  as  it  was  the  Stile  and  Manner  of  the 
yews  to  denote  any  Prince,  who  liv'd  beyond  the  Euphrates^ 
by  that  Name,  we  need  not  wonder,  that  we  find  an  Author, 
who  liv'd  in  an  Age,  when  the  Fame  and  Reputation  of  Na- 
huchodonofor  the  Great  had  quite  eclips'd  the  Name  of  all  his 
PredecefTors,  calling  another  Prince,  who  liv'd  at  a  far  Di- 
ftance,  /.  e.    Saofduchinus,  the  King  of  Affyria,    by    the 
Name  of  the  King  of  Babylon,  which  perhaps,  at  that  Time, 
might   be  the  ftanding  Name  of  every  great  and  diftant 
Monarch, 
Why  Ax-         Nor  is  there  any  great  Trefpafs  againft  the  Truth  of 
tTfd^o'^  Hifiory,    {q)    in   this    Author's   afferting,    that    Arphaxad 
ha-ve  built    huilt  the  Walls,  the  Towers,  and  the  Gates  of  Ecbatana  ; 
Ninevdi,      fince  by  Arphaxad  he  does  not  mean  the  Dejoces  in  Herodo- 
tus, but  his    Son   Phraortes,    who  fucceeded   him  in   the 
Kingdom  of  Media :  For,  that  he  muft  mean  fo,  is  plain, 
becaufe  he  gives  us  to  underftand,  that  this  Arphaxad  was 
defeated,  and  (r)  himfelf  flain   by  the  Affyrian   Archers, 
which   even  Herodotus  {s)  himfelf  makes    to  be   the  Fate, 
not  of  Dejoces  the  Father,  but  of  his  Son  Phraortes,  who, 
having  fubdii'd  the  Vqx£\2S\s,  (as  he  tells  us)  and  made  him- 
felf Majier  of  almojl  all  Afia,  was  not  content  therewith, 
but  coming  at  lajl  to  attack   Nineveh,    and  the  Affyrian 
Empire,  was  overcome,  and  killed  in  the  bold  Attempt. 

His  Father  indeed  might  lay  the  Foundation  of  Ec- 
batana, and,  during  his  Life-Time,  carry  on  the  Building ; 
but  a  Work  of  this  Kind  is  not  fo  foon  effeded,  but  that 
he  might  leave  the  Completion  of  it  to  his  Son,  who,  be- 
ing a  Prince  of  a  warlike  Spirit,  and  having  many  Forces 
under  his  Command,  is  therefore,  in  the  Book  of  Judith,  not 
improperly  faid  to  have  made  the  Gates  of  this  royal  City  (/) 

in 

(/>)  Ca/met's  Preface  fur  le  Livre  de  Judith.  (f)  Judith 
i.  2,  ^e,  {r)  Ibid,  ver.  15.  {s)  Lib.i.  c.  97.  [t)  Ju- 
dith i.  4. 


Chap.  V.  from  the  Builditig  of  the  Temple,  ^c.  345 
in  Height  feventy  Cuh'tts^  for  the  going  forth  of  his  mighty  A.  M. 
Jnniesy  and  for  the  fetting  in  Array  his  Footmen.  A^ntlcSj. 

Whoever  looks  into  the  Order  and  Succeffion  of  the6,o,'  fefc." 
Jewi/h  High  Priefts,    as   we  have    them  deliver'd    to  us      From 
in  the  firft  Book  of  Chronicles  (w),  in  the  Books  of  Ezra  (*•),  Jo^j^fE];']'* 
Nehemiah  (y),  and  in  the  Hiftory  of  Jofephus  (z),  will  find  of  2  Chron. 
them  fo  intricate  and    perplex'd,  fo    many  Omiflions  and   >''VN^ 
Miflocations,    fuch  a  Diverfity  of   Names  and  Numbers,  ^'^^  Succef- 
and  fuch  feeming  Contrariety  in    the  feveral  Accounts,  as  Hilh.PrLfts 
will  cofl  him  no  fmall  Pains  to  reduce  them    to  any  to- is  fi  imfier. 
lerable  Regularity.     The  Rcafon  is,  becaufe  the    Scripture/^^^^ ''^^'"■'^- 
no  where  profefTes  to  give  an  exadt  Catalogue  of  all  fuch,  as  kim'/wl^If 
had  been  admitted  to  that  Office  and  Dignity,  until  the  teerrJttcJ. 
Captivity. 

That  in  the  Book  of  Chronicles  feems  to  bid  faireft 
for  it :  But,  upon  Examination,  it  will  appear  (a)  to  be 
only  a  direil /z«^^/ Defcent  of  the  pontifical  YT^mWy,  from 
Aaron  to  Jefodak  the  Son  of  Seraiah^  who  was  High-Prieft 
at  the  Captivity  ;  and  not  a  Succeffion  of  fuch,  as  had 
borne  the  pontifical  Office,  becaufe  feveral  in  that  Pedi- 
gree are  inferted,  that  were  never  High-Priefts  f,  and  fe- 
veral are  omitted  that  were.  The  Pedigrees  of  the  High- 
Priefts,  in  Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  are  but  imperfe£l  Parts  of 
that,  which  we  have  in  the  Book  of  Chronicles ;  and  as 
for  the  Catalogue  of  Jofephus,  it  is  fo  corrupted,  that  fcarcc  K 

five  of  the  Names  in  it  do  agree  with  any  Thing,  that  we 
have  in  Scripture  :  So  that,  confidering  the  Defe«ft  of  thefe 
Accounts,  we  may  be  allow'd  to  infer,  that  foakim,  or 
Eliakim  (for  they  are  Names  both  of  the  fame  Import) 
might  have  been  High-Prieft  in  the  Time  of  Manaffeh  ; 
even  tho'  we  fhould  fuppofe,  that  there  was  no  Mention  . 
made  of  him,  as  fuch,  either  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  or  ia 
the  Hiftory  of  "Jofephus. 

The 

(«)  Chap.  vi.  3,  &c.  [x)  Chap.  ii.  36,  ^c.  (y)  Chap, 
vii.  39.  [z)  Lib.  viii.  c.  15.  \a)  Prideaux^s  Connexion, 
Anno  655. 

f  The  High-Priefts  of  the  Family  of  E/i,  are  Inftances  of 
the  /atfer  ;  for  they  are  left  out  of  that  Pedigree,  tho'  they 
were  High-Priefts;  and  thofe  of  the  true  Race,  who  were  ex- 
cluded by  them,  are  Inftances  of  the  former  ;  for  they  are  in  it, 
tho'  they  were  never  High-Priefts  ;  and  it  is  very  likely,  that, 
from  the  Time  of  Solomon  to  the  Captivity,  many  more  fuch  In- 
ftances might  have  happened,  to  hinder  that  Pedigret  from  be- 
ing an  exadl  Catalogue  of  the  High-Priefts,  Prideaux^s  Con- 
nexion, Anno  655. 
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A.  M.         ^^)  The  Scripture  however  takes  notice  of  one  Eliakim, 
Aiu?'chrift  '^^  ^°"  ^^  Hilkiahy  whom   (according  to  the  Prophet    [c) 
6to,  &c.     Ifaiah)    God  promis'd   to    cloathe    with   a    Robc^    and   to 
FroimK\ngfjf,-g}jgt^gfi  with  a  Girdle^  i.  e.  to  invert  with   the  pontifical 
End  of  2  ^  Habit  and  Office  ;  and  tlierefore  his  being  a   Father  to    the 
Chron.         Inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  and  to  the  Houfe  of  Judah,  and 
<-^~^<r\J  his  having  the  Key    of  the   Hovfe   of  David   laid  upon    his 
'Tho-  there  is  gj^lj        f^    he  Jhould  open^  and  none  Jhould  Jhut.  and  he 
think  that  hejhouldjhut  and  none  Jhotdd  open^  does  very  well    agree  with 
is  not ;  and  the  Part,  which  foakim   is  faid  to  have  a£ted  in  the  Book 
Z^^ht'be"^^  of  Judith.     For  tho'  the  fupreme   Power  was  doubtlefs  in 
tntntioiCd,     Manaffeh^  yet  fince  his  Return  from  the  Captivity,  having 
either  fequeftered  himfelf  from  publick  Bufmefs,  or  [d)  being 
engag'd  in  the  Defence  of  his  Country  in  fome  other  Place, 
he  might  intruft   the  Management  of  his  Affairs  in  ferufa- 
lem  to  the  High-Prieft^  who,  having  fuch  an  Ampiltude  of 
Power,  and  a(5^ing  as  chief  Minijier   in  that  Place,  might 
be  well    enough   mention'd  in  this  TranfaSlion  of  Judith, 
and  [e)  in  the  Deputation  of  the  Elders  from  Jerufalem  to 
thank  her  for  it,  without  naming  his  Mafler  at  all. 
Holofernes'i      What  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  P^/y/^«j  were, 
Pcrfifn '*^ '^  ^^  may  in  fome  meafure  learn  from  the  Greek  Hiftorians, 
who,  upon  the  Diflblution  of  that  Monarchy  by  the  Con- 
qucft  of  Alexander^    were   oblig'd    to  fay    fomething  of  a 
People  whom  they  fucceeded  in  the  Dominion  of  the  Eaji  j 
but,  as  thefe  Hiftorians  did   not  write,  till  after   the  King- 
dom of  Perfia  was  deftroy'd,  they  have  taken  little  or  no 
Notice  of  other   Oriental  Nations,  and  therefore  what  Af- 
finity there  might  be  in   their   Manners   and  Ufages,  we 
cannot  tell;  and  (f)  confequently,  mufl  not  blame  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Book  of  Judith^  for  making  Holofernes  aft  out 
of  Charadler,  (as  we  think)  unlefs  we  know  how  far  the 
Cufloms  of  the  Afjyrians  and  Perfians  did  conform,  or 
difagree. 
TheRaptdi-      Herein  howevcr  we  know   that  all  Oriental  Nations 
%on  ueL      w^r^  unanimous,  vi%.  in    affefting  Pomp  and   Grandeur ; 
and  ban?:     and  therefore  (whether  it  was  a   Perfian  Cuftom,  or   no) 
ftoptat^t-  vve  need  not  wonder,  that  we  find  Holofernes^  the  Captain- 
tfl'dJJr.  General  of  the  Affyrian  Army,  {g)   rejling  upon  his  Bed, 

under 

[h\  Calmet\  Diflert.  fu  r  I'Order  &  la  Succeffion,  l^fc     {c)  Chap, 
xxii.    2  1,    22.  (d)  Vridec.ux\   Connexion,    Anno    655. 

[e)  Judith  XV.  8.     (f)  Calmtt\  Preface  fur  Ic  Livre  de  Judith, 
(^)  Judith  X.  21,22. 
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under  a  Canopy,  which  was  woven  with  Purple,  and  Gold^     A.  M. 
and  Emeralds,  and  precious  Stones ;  and,  when  Judith  ^^^sj^nt^'chiiik. 
introduc'd,  coming  out  before  his  Tent,  f  with  Silver  Lamps  610,  &c. 
going  before  him.     We  need  not  wonder  at  the  Rapidity  of   ^'■°'"  ... 
his  Conqueft,  fince  doubtlefs  he  had  feveral  Lieut enant-Ge-  '„  th"^End"' 
nerals  under  him,  who,  with  ftrong  Detachments  from  the  of  a  Chron. 
grand  Army,  might,  in  feparate  Bodies,  invade  all  the  Pro-  ^-^'VS*- 
vinces,  which   the   Hiftorian  mentions ;  and,  fince    he   no 
where  met  with  any  Oppofition,  until  he  came  into  Vale- 
ftine,  but  expefted  a  great  deal  in  Egypt.,  he  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  halt,  for  fome  Time,  in  the  Neighbourhood   of 
Bethulia,  and  to  put  his  Men  into  Qi^iarters  of  Refrefhmentj 
until  the  Forces,  which  he  had  detach'd  upon  fundry  Expe- 
ditions, were  come  up,  and  had  join'd  him.     And,  for  this 
Reafon,  he  was  not  fo  eager  to  prefs  the  Siege  of  Bethulia, 
that  he  might  not  harrafs  and    fatigue  his   Men  in  fighting 
againft  Rocks  and  inacceflible  Mountains,  but  preferve  them 
frefh  and  unfoiled,  for  their  great,  and  more  important,  Ex- 
pedition againft  Egypt. 

The  Truth  is,  the  King  of  Nineveh  was  refolv'd,  not^'^i'.'^^^*- 
only  to  fubdue  the  feveral  Nations  from  the  Euphrates  to  ju'diiriwry?- 
Ethiopia,  but  intended  likewife    to  oblige  them  all  to  [h)  -venture  to 
adore,  and  acknowledge  him  only  to  be  God  *  j  and  there-  "Pt"'!^  ^"*' 

fore 

\  Itolofernes  may  te  thought,  in  this  Piece  of  State,  to  imi- 
tate the  Cuftom  of  the  Perjia)is,  among  whom  it  was  ufual  to 
carry  Fire  before  their'Kings,  as  it  was  afterward  done  before  the 
Roman  Emperors,  and  is  at  prefent  before  the  Emperor  of  the 
Turks;  but  the  Reafon  of  this  might  be  no  more,  than  either 
that  Judith  and  her  Maid  were  apprehended,  and  brought  to 
Holofernes,  before  it  was  quite  Day,  or  that  the  inner  Apart- 
ment of  his  Tent  was  fo  very  dark,  that  he  had  Lights  con- 
tinually burning  in  it.     Calmeth  Commentary  on  Judith  x.  22. 

[h]  Judith  vi.  2. 

*  How  great  foever  the  Folly  and  Impiety  was,  in  defiring 
to  pafs  for  a  God,  yet  the  King  of  Nine'veh  was  not  the  only 
Prince  that  we  find  infeded  with  it.  The  Flatterers  of  Nebu- 
chadnezzar the  Great  propos'd  to  him,  to  make  a  Decree,  that, 
under  Pain  of  being  caft  into  the  Den  of  Lions,  no  one  fhould 
dare  to  alk  a  Petition  of  either  God  or  Man,  but  of  him  only, 
for  the  Space  of  thirty  Days,  Dan.  vi.  7.  When  Alexander  thi 
Great  took  it  in  his  Head  to  exaft  the  fame  divine  Honours  of 
his  People,  that  they  had  formerly  paid  to  the  Kings  of  F^r^ahis 
PredecefTors,  he  found  People  about  him,  bafe  and  prollitute 
enough  to  commend  the  Defign,  and  to  maintain,  that  thus  to 

advance 
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A.  M.    fore  the  Bethulians,  who  could  not  without  Impiety,  and  a 
l^^^Vu  ^a  Renunciation  of  their  Religion,  fubmit  to  the  Dominion  of 

Ant.  Chrift,  ^^.  iiT«r  -/-i 

6io,  &c.    fuch  a  King,  had  Reafon    to    promile  themfelves    the  Af- 

From     fiftance  of  God,  in  the  Profecution  of  this  War :  And  Jtt- 

^^Ju^V'j'i^ith,  who  found   herfelf  under  a  divine  and  irrefiftible  Im- 

10  the  r.na  r        i  -r-      i    ■       i      i  i  -pk 

of  2  Chron.pulle  to  go  upon  fo  adventurous  an  r^xploit,  had  good  Rea- 
l^V^fon  to  hope  for  Succefs  againft  a  Prince,  who  had  declar'd 
himfelf  an  Enemy  to  the  God  of  Heaven,  and  an   Ufurper 
of  that  Honour  and  Adoration,    which   belong'd  to  him 
alone. 
Why  fie  (i)  I F  thy  Brother,  the  Son  of  thy  Mother,  or  thy  Son, 

wight jujJly  g^  fjjy  Daughter,  or  the  TVtfe  of  thy  Bofom,  or  thy  Friend, 
which  is  as  thine  own  Soul,  entice  thee  fecretly,  faying.  Let 
us  ferve  other  Gods,  which  thou  hafi  not  known,  thou,  nor 
thy  Fathers  '"Thou  /halt  not  confent  unto  him,  nor  hear- 

ken unto  him,  neither  Jhall  thine  Eye  pity  him,  neither  /halt 
thoufpare,  neither  Jh  alt  thou  conceal  him,  but  thou /halt  fure- 
ly  kill  him :    And,  in  Purfuance   of  this  Law,  much  more 
might  Judith,  or  any  other   Inhabitant  of  Bethulia,  whom 
God  had  infpir'd  with  the  like  Courage  and  Magnanimity, 
endeavour  to  counterplot  the  Defigns  of  any  Perfon,  who  in 
an  hoftile  Manner  fhould  come,  not  only  to  invade  their  ci- 
vil Rights  and  Liberties,   but  to  extirpate    their  Religion; 
and,  inftead  of  enticing,  to  compel  them  by  Force  of  ArmSj 
to  receive  a  Form  of  Idolatry,  which  neither  they,  nor  their 
Fathers  knew, 
^bo"  her         Many  Things  may  be  alledgM  againft  JuditVs  Method 
ConduB,  in  of  proceeding  in  this  AfFair,  but  they  are  moft  of  them  re- 
h'nof'^"be'  '^"ceable    to   the  common  Stratagems  of  War,  which  not 
entirely  juj.  Only  the  Law  of  Arms,  but  the  Commands  of  God  in  fome 
tiffd.  Cafes  J 

advance  Kings  above  the  Rank  of  mortal  Men  Was  not  only  a 
pious,  but  a  prudent  and  advantageous,  Thing  }  for  fo  the  Hif- 
torian  exprefl'es  it,  Per/as  tion  tantumpie,fed  ttiam  prudenter, 
Reges  fuos  inter  Deos  colere,  majeftatem  enim  imperii  falutis  ejfe 
tutelam,Qa\nt.C\ixt.  lib.  viii.  Tht Egyptians  YiZidthtxr  Princes  in 
the  like  Veneration,  and  look'd  upon  them  as  highly  rais'd  a- 
bove  the  Condition  of  other  Men  :  But  the  Grecians,  it  muft  be 
own'd,  had  all  this  Bafenefs  and  abjedl  Flattery  in  a  juft  De- 
teftation,  infomuch,  that  the  Athenians  ^MlTimagoras  to  Deaths 
for  having  proftrated  himfelf  before  the  King  of  the  Ferfians  x 
and  Sperchius  and  Bulis,  two  Lacedamonianst  though  then  in  a 
State  of  Captivity,  could  not  be  brought  to  pay  that  Adoration 
to  Artaxerxesy  which  he  requir'd  of  every  one  that  approach"*? 
him.  Plut.  in  Artax. 
(j)  Deut.  xiii.  6,  i^c. 


Chap.  V.    from  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  i^c,     05^ 
Cafes,  and  the  Examples  of  feveral  of  the  beft  Men  in    fa-    A.  m, 
cred  Hiftory,  have  dcclar'd  to  be  allowable.     What  comes  P^'^'p^.^^* 
not  under  this  Denomination,  we  fliall  not  pretend  to  vindi-  610,  '&c'. 
cate;  [k]  For  the  'Notion  of  me?ital  Referv(itiof2s,  and  zViJ- From iKingj 
fi tea!  Speeches,  which  are  not  allow'd  in  common  Converfa-T""  *°  ''"■* 
tion,  are  but  the  poor  Subterfuge,  which   Commentators  chion'. 
have  us*d,  to  apologize  for  the  Conduct,  that  they  can  by  w./"Y~VJ 
no  Means  juftify. 

The  Hiftory  indeed  reprefents  this  Judith,  as  a  Woman 
of  great  Courage  3  but  it  no  where  intimates,  that  flie  was 
without  Faults.  The  Manner  of  her  Preparation  for  the 
Undertaking,  and  the  Succefs,  wherewith  it  was  attended, 
may  make  us  prefume  that  its  Defign  was  originally  from 
God ;  but  then  the  continu'd  Train  of  Falihood  and  Diffi- 
mulation,  wherewith  it  was  carry'd  on,  mufi:  needs  perfuade 
us,  that  the  Means  of  conducting  it  was  left  to  the  Wo- 
man, who,  on  this  Occafion,  has  given  us  a  very  remarka- 
ble Specimen  of  the  Cunning  and  Sagacity,  the  Guile  and 
Artifice,  of  her  Sex. 

One  Thing  however  may  be  faid,  and  that  without  any  Her  Anfwe^ 

forc'd  Explication,  in  Favour  of  her  Condud: That""^^^"- 

her  Anfwer  to  the  Eunuch's  Suggeftion  fhe  might  defign  fory^^^^  jj^^^. 
no  more  than  a  common  Compliment,  which  the  Si tuation /'"■?,  ;«/?'> 
of  her  Affairs,  at  that  Time,  oblig'd  her  to  make.  (/)  She-'^  '^^ 
might  perceive,  very  likely,  the  bad  Defign  which  the  j^J/y- 
rian  General  had  upon  her ;  but  fhe  did  not  think  herfelf 
concern'd  to  difcover  that  fhe  perceiv'd  it.  She  pretended 
in  fome  Meafure  to  be  ignorant  of  it ;  and  to  pretend  an  Ig- 
norance in  what  is  propos'd,  when  the  Thing  is  naughty,  and 
will  not  bear  Examination,  is  a  Point  of  Modefty,  as  well 
as  Prudence  ;  as,  where  it  will  admit  of  a  double  Conftruc- 
tion,  there  to  take  it  in  the  better  Senfe,  is  even  reputed  an 
Adl  of  Candour  and  good  Breeding.  Let  not  this  fair 
D  am f el  fear  (fays  the  old  Pander)  to  come  to  my  Lord,  and 
to  be  honoured  in  his  Prefence,  and  drink  Wine,  and  be  mer- 
ry with  us,  and  be  made  this  Day  as  one  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  Aflyrians,  who  ferve  in  the  /fow/^  g/Nabuchodonofor* 
How  the  Daughters  of  Affyria,  who  ferv'd  in  this  Capacityj 
'were  us'd,  Judith  very  probably  had  been  inform'd ;  but 
fince  the  Eunuch  feem'd  to  put  it  on  the  Foot  of  a  great  Fa- 
vour, and  Dignation  done  her,  fhe  could  not  do  lefs,  than 

return 

{k)  Cij/wf/'s  Commentary  on  Judith  X.  13.  (I)  Ca/mf*» 

Preface  fur  Ic  Livre  de  Judith, 

Vol.  IV.  Z 
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A.  M.    return  him   a  Compliment :    But  then  we  all  know,  (w) 
A  ^'^'ch  [ft  *^^'   ^^^  Offers  of  Service,  which,  upon  every  Occafion, 
6\o\  &c.     we  are  foapt  to  make  to  one  another,  and  thofe  ExprcfTions 
From      of  Submiflion  and  Refpedl,  which  fo  commonly  pafs  among 
io^hTEn'd  "^»  ^^^  "°*^  *°  ^^  taken  in  a  literal  Senfe,  becaufe  they  al- 
of  z  Chron.  ways  imply   a  tacit  Condition  :  And  therefore  the  Anfwer, 
\,yY^\^  which  the  Hiftorian  puts  in  Judith's  Mouth,  Surely  what- 
ever   pleafeth  him^  I  •will  do  fpeedily^  will    fairly  admit  of 
this  Conllrudlion :    *'  Whatever  Holofernes    fnall  defire  of 
*'  me,  fo  far  as  it  is  confiflent  with  my  Duty,  my  Honour, 
*'  and  my  Religion,  I  will  not  fail  to  do." 
Wly  fame        Thus  we  have  endcavour'd  to  fatisfy  mofl  of  the  popular 
th's^Bo'ok     Ohjc6tions,  and  to  reconcile  moft  of  the  feeming  Inconfiften- 
tannot  be     cics,  that  occur  in  the  Hiffory  of  Judith  ^  and  if  there  ftiil 
accounted     remain  any,  that  cannot   fufficiently  be   clear 'd   up,  they 
*'*'^'  ought,  in   Juflice,  to  be  imputed  to   our  Ignorance    and 

Want  of  better  Information.  Had  we  the  antient  Books  of 
the  Chronicles  of  the  Kings  of  Ifrael  and  Judah,  (to  which 
we  are  fo  often  referr'd  in  Scripture)  or  had  we  the  Hiftories 
of  the  AJfyrians^  Chaldeans^  Medes,  Perfians^  and  Egyp- 
tians^ (with  whom  the  Jewijh  Nation  had  fo  long  an  Inter- 
courfe)  perfefl  and  entire,  it  is  not  be  doubted,  but  that  ma- 
ny of  the  Difficulties,  which  at  prelent  feem  unfurmounta- 
ble,  would  then  eafily  fubfide  and  fink  into  nothing.  The 
plain  Truth  is,  "  There  was  fcarce  ever  an  Hiftory.  writ- 
"  ten,  (according  to  our  learned  Prideaux's  {n)  Obfervati- 
*'  on)  but  what  in  the  very  next  Age  will  feem  to  have  In- 
*'  confiftencies  enough  in  it  as  to  Time,  Place,  and  other 
*'  Circumftances,  when  the  Memory  of  Men  concerning 
"  them  begin  to  fail ;  and  therefore  We  may  be  much  more 
*'  apt  to  blunder,  when  we  take  our  View,  at  the  Diflance 
*'  of  above  two  Thoufand  Years,  and  have  no  other  Light 
"  to  dire6l  us  to  our  Object,  but  fuch  Glimmerings  from 
*'  broken  Scraps  of  Hiftory,  as  are,  in  EfFe6f,  next  to 
"  nothing." 
The  Pro.  The  like  is  to  be  faid  of  the  feveral  feeming  Abfurditics, 
fhets^f  ciy     j.j^^j.  1^      j^g  obferv'd  in  the  Writins-j  and  Behaviour,  of  the 

/;6s«^^/jf /,ro.  Pfophets: That  were   we    fufficiently  acquainted 

fer  in  their   with  the  Stile  and  Manner  of  Writing,  tlvat  was  in  ufe  in 

"-*'*•  thofe    Days,  and  efpecially    in  the  Eajiern  Countries,  we 

fhould  think  it  no  flrange   Thing  to  find   them    exprtffing 

themfelves   by  Types  and    Figures-,  parabolical  Reprefenta- 

tions, 

[m]  Calmet's  Preface  fur  le  Livre  de  Judith,  (n)  Con- 

hedion,  Anao  655. 
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tions,  and  emblematical  Anions.     For,  however  it   comes     A.  M. 
about,  fo   it  is,  that  Mankind  has  all  along   been  marvel-  "^'^^^'Qf/^' 
loufly  taken  with  Story  and  Pidure.     {o)  Thefe  excite  theeioi  &\! ' 
Curiofity  of  our  Nature :  They  tempt  us  to  learn,  help  us     From 
to  remember,  and  convey    Inftrudion  to  the  Mind,  in  a '^^^"^^  ^"i''* 
more  pleafmg  and  efFedlual  Manner,  than  plain  Documents  of  2  chron. 
can :  And  hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  a  great  Part  of  the  L^VNJ 
Learning  of  the  wife  Men  of  the  Eaji  confifled  in  [p)  Pro- 
phefies,  in  fubtle  and  dark  Parables^  and  in  the  Secrets  of 
grave  Sentences^  as  the  Author   of  the  Book  of  Ecclefiajli- 
cus  has  branch'd  it  out;  for  {q)  to  underjiand a  Proverb,  and 
the  Intp-pretation,  the  Words    of  the  Wife  and  their  dark 
SayingSy  was  the  very  befl  Defcription  that  Solomon  himfelf 
could  give  of  Wifdom.     (r)  Among  the  Antients,  indeed. 
Mythology  was  in  the  higheft  Efteem.     The  Egyptians,  who 
were  in  great  Reputation   for  Learning,  deliver'd  their  No- 
tions in  Hieroglyphic ks ;  and  from  them  the  Grecians  took 
the  Mode  of  couching  their  Meaning  in  Fable.     Hefiod  (5), 
who   contends  with  Homer  for    Antiquity,  is    fuppos'd  by 
^uintilian  to  be  the  Author  of  the  Fables,  which  go  under 
the  Name  of  Mfop ;  but  however  this  be,  the  very  Suppo- 
fition  of  his  being  fo,  makes  it  probable,  that  he  did  write 
Fables,  as  perhaps  moft  Men  of  Learning  and  Note,  in  thofe 
Days,  accuftom'd  themfelves  to  this  Form  of  Writing. 

{t)  But,  befides  this  parabolical  Way  of  Writing, 
which  was  in  great  Vogue  among  the  Antients,  and  to 
which  the  Jews,  by  a  Kind  of  natural  Genius,  were  won- 
derfully inclin'd,  the  People  of  the  EaJi  had  a  Way  of  ex- 
prelling  themfelves  by  Actions,  as  well  as  Words,  and,  to 
enforce  the  Matter  they  were  upon,  would  frequently  make 
ufe  of  outward  and  vifible  Signs  and  Reprefentations.  [u) 
This,  our  learned  Mr.  Mede  fhews,  was  the  Practice  of  the 
Indians,  Perftans,  and  Egyptians  \  and,  even  among  the 
Romans,  (who  were  a  People  that  us'd  great  Modefty  of 
Stile,  and  more  Gravity  in  their  Actions,  than  many  other 
Nations)  it  was  a  cuflomary  Thing  in  their  Orations  and 
Pleadings,  to  ufe  all  Arts  to  raife  the  Paflions,  by  A6tions 
and  Reprefentations,  as  well  as  Words ;  infomuch,  (x)  that 

Z  2  they 

(0)  ^f^i/f's  Sermons.  ('/•J  Ecclus.  xxxix.   i,  ^c 

(q)  Prov.  i.  6.  (r)  Jenkins''s  Reafonableneis  of  Chrifti- 

anicy.  Vol.  II.  c.  6.  {s)  Qiiintil.  Ir.ftit.  lib.  v.  c.  ii. 

(t)  Ltghtfoot\  Heb.  and  Talmud.   Exercit.  in  Matth.  xiii.    3. 
(u)  Comment,  in  Apocal.  Part.  i.  p.  470.  {x)  Cic.  pro  P. 
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they  would  frequently  hang  up  the  Picture   of  the  Thing, 
they  were  to  fpeak  to.     Cicero  tells  us  of  himfelf,  that  he 
fometimes  took  up  a  Child,  and  held  it  in  his  Arms  to  move 
FromiKingsCompaffion  ;  and  to  excite  Horror  and  Indignation,  nothing 
viii.  tothe    ^^g  more  common,  than  for  the  Accufers  to  produce,  in 
Chron.     •   Open   Court,    a  bloody    Sword,  or  the  Garments  of   the 
V>^ys^  Wounded  ;  to  flicw   the  Bones  that  had  been   taken  out  of 
the  Wound,  or  the  Scars  that  it  had  left  behind  it ;  ^arum 
reriim  ifigevs  plerumque  vis  e/I,  (fays  (y)  ^.iniilian)  veluti 
in  rem  prcefentejn  animos  hoiiiinum  aucentium  ;  for  it  can  hard- 
ly otherwii'e  happen,  but  that  by  this  Means  they  fhould  fix 
the  Attention  of  their  Hearers,  when,  at  one  and  tlje  fame 
Time,  they  fpeak  to  their  Eyes  and  Ears  both. 
1_he  diffcrei:!     pROMthefefew  Remarks   it  appears  in  general,  that  the 
^t^rirctfr'''  figurative  Expreffions   of  the    Prophets,  their  Actions,  and 
tbem.  Types,  and  Parables,  were  not  incongruous  to  the  Cuftoms 

of  the  Times  and  Places  where  they  liv'd,  and  yet  very  pro- 
per Means  to  give  a  lively  and  afi'eiling  Pvcprefentation  of 
the  Mefiage  they  had  to  deliver :  And  fo  proceed  we  to  the 
Paflages,  which  feem  to  give  Difguft. 

To  tr-ke  feveral    of  thefe  in  their  literal  Senfe,  would  be 
an  efteclual  Way   to  difparage  the  Divine  Precept,  which, 
according  to  this  Acceptation,  would  put  the  Prophet  upon 
acting  in  a  Manner  quite  inconfiftent  with  common  Pru- 
dence :  And   therefore.  Interpreters    are  generally    agreed, 
that  the  Things  of  this  Kind,  which  will  not  come  under  a 
literal  Conftrudlion,  were  either  tranfa<Sl:ed   in  Vifion,  /.  e. 
the  Prophet  in  a  Dream,  or  fome  other  Deliquium,  imagin'd 
that  he  did  fuch  and  fuch  Things,  and  then  related  them  to 
the  People  ;  or  that  they  were  Parables,  which  God  didla- 
ted  to  the  Prophet,  and  the  Prophet  recited  to  the  People : 
Only  it  muft  be  obferv'd,  (z)  that  the  //V^rc/ Interpretation 
of  a  Text  always  claims  the  Preference,  if  there  be  not 
fome  weighty  Reafon  againft  it,  or  fome  Intimation  in  the 
Text  itfelf,  that  the  Words  are  figurative  and  enigmatical. 
Jerermiah'j        The  Prophet  Jeremiah  (a)  is   order'd  by  God,  to  take 
cy^llj'"'the  TVinc-Cup  of  'his  Fury  at  his  HamU  and  to  carry  it  up 
fending        ^"d  ctowH,  far  and  «^«r  Jerufalem,  and  the  Cities  ^  Judah, 
Yokei,and    and  the  Kings    and  Princes   thereof;  to   Pharaoh    King   of 
Girdle^ ex-  ^oYP^^  ^"^  ^^^^   Servants,   Princes,  and   People  ;  to   all  the 
plain" d.        Arabians,  and  Kings  of  the  Land  of  Uz  ;    to  the  Kings  of 
the  Land  of  the   Pniliftines,  Edom,  Moab,  and  Ammon  j 

to 

(y)  Inftit.  lib.  v.  c.  i.  (2)  Scripture  vindicated,  Part 

iii.  p.  72.  («)  Chap.  ;cxv.  15,  dS'f. 
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^0  the  Kings  of  Tyre  and  Zidon,  atzd  of  the  Ifles  beyond  the    A.  M. 
Sea,  Dedan,  Tema,  and  Buz  ;    to  the  Kings  of  Zimri,  op^^^^^^:^ 
the  Medes,  and  Perfians,  and  all   the  Kings  of  the  North.  6 10^  &c] ' 
Now,  lince  it  was  morally  impoflible  for  the  Prophet  to  vi-      From 
fit  all  thefe  Kings  and  Nations  in  Perfon,  and  the  Nature  of/^^^'^"^^J'- 
the    Thing  would  not  admit  of  any  real  Performance,  itof  z  Chron. 
could  be  no   otherwife  done  than   in  Vifion.     The  Cup   of  ,^*V'*VJi 
God's  Wrath  is  a  common  Figure    in  Scripture,  to  denote 
the  Severity  of  his    Judgments  ;  and    therefore,  when  the 
Prophet  fays,  that  he  took  the  Cup  at  the  Lord's  Hand,  and 
made  all  the  Nations  drink  thereof  he  can  mean  no  more, 
than  that  he  prophefied  againft  thefe   feveral  Nations,  and, 
by  Virtue  of  the  Spirit  of  Foreknowledge,  which  God  had 
imparted  to  him,  pronounc'd  their  Doom. 

{b)  In  like  Manner,  \m  fending  I'okes  and  Bonds  to  kvQ- 
ral  Kings,  whofe  Embaffadors  were  then  at  Jerufalem,  can 
hardly  be  underftood  in  a  Senfe  altogether  literal ',  becaufe  it 
is  not  probable,  either,  that  the  Embaffadors  would  take 
the  Yokes  at  his  Hands,  or  carry  them  to  their  refpe6live 
Mafters  j  but  then,  as  Yokes  and  Bonds  are  common  Figures 
in  Scripture,  to  denote  Captivity,  and  the  Miferies  that  do 
attend  it,  his  fending  the  Yokes  and  Bonds  may  fignify  no 
more,  *  than  his  declaring  from  God  the  Fate  of  thefe 
Princes,  when  the  King  of  Babylon  was  let  loofe  uport 
them.  Only  it  muft  be  obferv'd,  that  the  Prophet  might 
really  make  fome  of  thefe  Yokes^  and  Bonds,  (as  the  Scrip- 
ture fays  exprefsly,  that  he  put  one  upon  himfelf )  to  enliven 
the  Idea,  and  make  the  Impreflion  of  what  he  was  to  fay 
more  ftrong  and  emphatical.  For  thefe  ornamental  Figures, 
and  affecting  Images  interfpers'd  with  it,  added  new  Force 
and  Dignity  to  the  Prophet's  Meffage,  made  it  more  awful 
zndfolemn  in  the  Delivery,  and  gave  it  the  Advantage  of  a 
deeper  and  more  durable  Impreflion. 

In  like  Manner  again  the  whole  Affair  of  this  Prophet's 

Girdle,  his  carrying  it  to  the  Euphrates,  hiding  it  in  a  Rock, 

and,  at  fuch  a  determinate  Time,  going  for  it  again,  and 

Z  3  finding 

.h)  Scripture  vindicated,  Partiii.  p.  88. 

*  Poteft  enim  phrafeologia  effe  Allegortca,  Jeremije  haud  in- 
fueta,  ita  Ut  DimiJJtojugi  (ff  Lor  arum  per  Legates  fit  regibus,  per 
ipforum  legates,  fignificare  fervitutem  hoc  ipfo  figno  ipfi';  por- 
tend] ;  cum  prsefertim  vix  credibile  fit  harum  gentium  legates 
(qui  &ipfi  hariolorum  blandiciis  irritati  erant,  v.  g.)  vel  voluifle, 
vel  aufos  fuifle,  Juga  a  Jeremid  oblata  dominis  fuis  peiferre. 
Henric.  Michael.  Bib,  Hcb.  in  Notis  ad  Locum, 
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A.  M.     finding  it  quite  rotten  and  fpoiled,  can  hardly  be  taken  in  a 

3394.  ^f-    literal  Senfe  i  becaufe  the  vaft  f  Diftance  of   the  Place,  and 

6io'  Uc.  '  Trivialncfs  of  the  Errand,  as  well   as  the  Impoflibility  of 

From      getting  out  of  Jerujalem^  if  it  was  then  inverted  by  the  Ba- 

'  ^',"%^'!''  bylonians^  make  ftrongly  againft  it  ;  and  therefore  we  may 

ct"  2  Chron.  fuppofe,  that  all  this  was  tranfaded  in  tlie  Prophet's  Imagi- 

^>ry%j  nation  only  ;  that,  in  the  Night-Time,  God  fcnt  upon  him 

a  Vijion^  wherein  all  this  Series  of  Things  feem'd  to  be  per- 

form'd  by  him,  to   imprint  it   the  deeper  upon  his  Under- 

ibnding,  "ii/'/z;.  that  the  Kingdom  of  Judah^  which  was  once 

as  nearly  united  to  God,  as  the  Girdle  is  to  a  Man's  Loins, 

(hould  be  utterly  ruin'd    and  deflroy'd  ;  and  tho'  the  River 

Euphrates  be  at  a  wide  Diftance  from  the  Prophet's  Place  of 

Abode,  yet,   in   the  Vifioii^    ('which  is    never    confin'd  to 

Places)  it  might  be  more  aplly  made  choice  of  than  any  o- 

ther,  thereby  to  denote  to  the  "Jews^  that  over  that  River 

they  were  to  be  carry 'd  captive  to  the  ChyofBaljyIcn. 

St'i'o-al  The  Short  of  the  Matter  isj Several  Things,  which 

^'''""u^Ii'te " '^^  Prophets  fet  down,  as  Matters  of  Fa£i^  might  not  be 
vcr  inundcd'^^^'^^^y  done,  but  Only  reprefented  as  done,  to  make  the 
to  be  done,  rnorc  lively  Impreiuon  upon  their  Readers  and  Hearers. 
Nay,  there  are  feveral  Commands,  which  God  gives  E-z^e- 
kicl  in  particular,  fuch  as  his  lying  for  390  Days  on  one  Side, 
('which  was  next  to  a  Thing  impolTible)  his  baking  his 
Bread  with  Mans  Dung  (wliich  was  a  Thing  unfeemly) 
and  his  /having  his  Head  and  Beard  (which,  as  he  was  a 
Prieft,  (c)  was  a  Thing  exprefly  forbidden  him)  that  the 
Prophet  is  never  once  faid  to  have  perform'd,  nor  were  they 
indeed  given  him  with  an  Intent  that  he  fhould  perform 
them,  but  only  relate  them  to  the  People,  and  fo  make 
them  Signs  imto  the  Houfe  o/"lfrael,  /.  e.  either  Refemblances 
of  Things  paft,  or  Prognojiications  of  Things  to  come. 

St.  PETER,  we  may  obferve,  (d)  was  commanded,  in 
his  Vifion,  to  do  what  he  never  did  ;    Rife^  Peter,  kill  and 

eat : 

f  The  Learned  Bochart  has  invented  a  new  Solution  of  this 
Difficulty.  He  fuppofes,  that,  as  it  is  a  common  Thing  for  the 
initial  Letter  to  be  dropp'd,  in  the  Na.Tics  of  Places  and  Perfons, 
the  Hebrenv  Word  Phrath  may  be  fuppos'd  to  ftand  for  Ephrathf 
or  Ephratah,  which  is  Bethlehem,  above  five  or  fix  Miles  diftant 
from  Jerufalem ;  by  which  Means  the  Prophet's  Journey  is  great- 
ly fhorten'd,  and  the  Pains  of  going  thither  once  again  is  not 
much.  But  whether  this  Solution  (as  ingenious  as  it  is)  will  bear 
the  Teft,  is  left  to  the  Examination  of  the  Criticks.  Calmt't 
Commentary,  and  Scripture  vindicated,  in  Locum. 

(cj  Levit.  xxi,  5.  ((/J  Ads  x.  13,   14. 
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est :     Nay,  by  his  Reply  it  appears,  that  himfelf  did  not    a.  m. 
think,  that  he  was  any  ways  bound  to  obey  the  Command  j  Am'^chf  f' 
Not  fo^  Lord  ;   for  I  have  never  eaten   any   Things  that  iieio,  ^c. ' 
common  or  unclean.     And   yet  the  Ufe,  which   he  made  of     Fron^i 
this  Vifton^  was,  to  report    it    to  the  Church  as  a  Sign,  or  t^o^jj^End'' 
emblematical  Indication,  of  God's  having  accepted  the  Gen-oi  2  Chron. 
tiles  into  the  Gofpel-Terms  of  Salvation.     And,  in  like  Man-  v-^OTNu 
ner,  when  Ezekiel^  in  his  Vifion,  receiv'd  theCommand  of 
Jliaving  his  Head  and  his   Face,  his    Anfwer  might  have 
been  in  St.  Peter's  Strain,  Not  fo^  Lord;  for,  by  thy  Law, 
I  am  forbidden  to  make  Baldnefs  upon  my  Head.,  or  to  Jhave 
off  the  Corner  of  my  Beard;  and  yet  he  might  relate  this  Vi- 
iion  to  the  People,  the  better  to  inforce  the  Threats,  which 
God  had  authoriz'd  him    to  denounce  againft  Jerufalem  : 
{e)  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  behold  /,  even  I  am 
againfi  thee^  and  will  execute  fudgments  in    the  Midjl  of 
thee,  in  the  Sight  of  the  Nations ;  and  I  will  do   in   thecy 
timt  which  I  have  not  done,  and  whereunto  I  will  not  do  any 
more  the  like,  becaufe  of  all  thy  Abominations. 

In  a  Word,  the  Prophets,  in  their  Vifions,  might  receive /^«^  w^jr 
feveral  Commands  concerning  Things  illegal  or  indecent  j""/'"/"'''- 
(/)  but  then  they  confider'd  thefe  not  as  formal  Com- 
mands, but  as  Types,  Emblems,  and  PrcdiBions,  deli- 
ver'd  to  them  in  a  perceptive  Form,  in-  order  to  imprint 
the  Things  intended  the  deeper  upon  their  Minds,  and 
to  make  the  Reprefentation  thereof  to  the  People,  with 
wliom  they  had  to  do,  more  lively  and  affecting  :  Nor 
fliould  it  feem  ftrange,  that  the  Divine  V/ifdom,  in  this 
Cafe,  makes  choice  of  Things  improper,  and  fometimes 
impracTticable,  fince  his  Purpofe  in  fo  doing  is  to  make 
the  Prophet  perceive  at  once,  that  it  was  all  fyrnbolical,  and 
not  defign'd  to  direct  him  how,  and  what,  to  a6l,  but  how, 
and  what,  to  apprehend,  forefee,  and  foretel  of  Things  to 
come. 

Whether  the  Command  given  to  Hofe a  to   marry  a ^"'^^'^J'^'"' 
Woman,  that  either  had  been,  or  would  prove,  a  Proftitute,  didtceh, 
is  to  have  a  literal  or  figurative  Conftrudlion,  Commentators  w<i>  Ic  taken 
and  Criticks,  both  ant  lent  and  modern^  are   not   a  little  di-^"^.""^/^" 
vided  :    But,  fince  in  iht  figurative  there  is  no  Violence  oi- Uteralij. 
fer'd  to  Scripture,  and  in  the  literal  there  is  nothing  immoral 
or  abfurd  ;  it  matters  not  much  in  which  Senfe    we  take  it. 
In  Scripture  it  is  a  common  Thing  to  reprefent  the  Defedtion 

Z  4  of 

{e)  Ez«k.  V.  8,  9.    (f)  Scripture  vindicated.  Part  iii.  p.  9^. 
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A.  M.    of  a  People  from  the  Service  of  God,  [g)  by  the  Metaphors 
Ant'chrlf  ^^  -Adultery,  and  Fornication  ^  and   therefore,   to  introduce 
6io',  &c,     the  Prophet  as  marrying  a  Woman,  that  prov'd  an  Adul- 
From       terefs,  as  having  feveral  Children   by  that  Marriage,  and  as 
;^^J^"fj,^;i;- calling  thefe  Children  by  fuch  Names,    as  denoted  the  De- 
of  2  chron.  ftruftion  of  a  rebellious  Nation,  is  no  bad  Manner  of  ex- 
Vi,^W*<  prefling  the  near  Relation  between  God  and  his  People  ;  his 
conftant  Care  in  preferving  and  multiplying  them  j  their  vile 
Ingratitude  in  revolting  from  him ;  and  the  great  Severity, 
wherewith  he  intended  to  punilh  their  Revolt.    Or,  take  the 
Words  in  a  literal  Senfe,  and  that   the  Prophet  was  really 
commanded  to  marry  a  Woman    of  a   bad  Repute  j  yet 
might  there  not  be  many  prudential  Confiderations  to  make 
fuch  a  Match  eligible  ?     The   Scripture,  we   may  obferve, 
in  the  Appellations  which   it   gives  Perfons  and  Things,  has 
lefs  Regard  to  what  they  adlually  are,  than  to  what  they 
once  were  j  and  hence  it  is,  that  Mofes's  Rod,  when  turn'd 
into  a  Serpent,  {h)  is  (till  called  his  Rod  ;  and  thofe  whom 
our  Saviour  healed  of  their  feveral  Infirmities,  are  ftill  the 
Deaf  (i)^  the  Lame^  &c.  even  after  they  arecur'd.     Now, 
if  the  Woman,  whom //o/^«  was  order'd  to  marfy,   (tho* 
once  fhe  had  liv'd   an  incontinent  Life)   was  now  become 
chafte  and  virtuous,  where  was  the  great  Abfurdity  of  his 
a£lually  doing  it,  fioce  (befides  other  Motives  to  us  unknown) 
he  was,  in  this  A<5tion,  to   be  a   Sign  to  the  Ifraelites,  and 
to  fet  an  Example  to  them,  who  had  gone  a  whoring  after 
ether  Gods  [k),  that,  if  they   would   forfake  their  falfe  Dei- 
ties, and  return  to  their  true  God,  the  God  of  their  Fathers, 
he  would  ilill  accept,  and  receive  them,  in  the  like  Manner 
as  the  Prophet  had  taken  an  Adulterefs  to  his  Wife,  upon 
AfTurance  that  ever,  for  the  future,  fhe  would  prove  faith- 
ful to  his  Bed  ? 
Izckiel'{         The   Account  of  Ezekiel's  packing   up  his   Houfhold 
^"J^j^^'j^  Goods,  removing   them   by   Night,  and  breaking  through 
delineating    the  Walls  of  his  Houfe  to  carry  them  away  more  fecretly, 
the  Siege  »f  tho'  fome  Interpreters  have  look'd  upon  it  as  the  mere  Nar- 
Jerufalem.   j-^tionofa  Vifion,  or  the  Recital  of  a  Parable,  yet   tome  it 
feems  more  probable,  that  the  Whole  was  tranfaded  juft  in 
the  Manner  wherein  it  is  defcrib'd  ;  efpecially  confidering  the 
near  Ref^mblance  between  the  Pr^didfion  and  the  Event, 

For, 

[g]  Levit.  xvii.  7.     Numb.  xv.  39.     Jer.  iii.  i.     Ezek.  xvi, 
15.  — xxiii.   ^,  tffc.  ()^)  Exod.  vii.  12.  (;)  Matth.  xi. 

5,  and  John  ix.  1 7.        (i)  Jenkinii  ReafonaWenefs  of  Cl^rilU- 
^mty,  Vol.  n.  p.  53. 
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For,  after  that  the  Prophet,  hy  \h&  fyinboUcal  A£Won  oi  re-    a.  m. 
moving  his  Goods  in   a  Fright,  had  typify 'd   the  taking  of  \^,^c'^  c^i'j-' 
Jerufalem,  he  proceeds  to  apply  what  he  had  done  in  this  610,  i^fc.  ' 

Prediction. —  (/)  /  am  your  Sign  ;  like  as  I  have  done,      From    _ 

fo  Jhall  it  be  done  unto  them  :  They  Jhail  remove,  and  70  in-  \  ^'P^^  ^'"r 
to  Captivity  j  they  pall  dig  through  the  yVall  to  carry  out  of  2  Chron. 
thereby  ;  and  the  Prince  that  is  among  them,  Jhall  bear  upon  oOT^i 
his  Shoulder   in   the   Twilight,  and  Jhall  go  forth.  »■ 

My  Net  alfo  will  I  fpread  upon  him,  and  he  Jhall  be  taken  in 
my  Snare,  and  I  zvill  fcatter,  toward  every  TVind^  all  that 
are  about  him  to  help  him,  and  all  his  Bands.  And  ac- 
cordingly the  Event  happen'd  j  for  {m)  when  the  City  was 
broken  up,  fays  the  Hiftorian,  all  the  Men  of  War  jied  by 
Night,  by  the  Way  of  the  Gate,  between  two  Walls ^  which 
is  by  the  King's  Gardens,  [for  the  Chaldees  were  againji  the 
City  round  about)  and  the  King  tvent  the  Way  toward  the 
Plain.  But  the  Army  of  the  Chaldees  purfued  after  the. 
King,  and  overtook  him  in  the  Plains  of  Jericho,  and  all  his 
Army  were  fcattered  from  him. 

The   like  is  to  be  faid  of  the  fame  Prophet's  being  or-  i^'^  pour. 
der'd  by  God  to  delineate  upon  a  Slate  the  City  of  Jerufalem,  '^f/'"^^^'' 
a  nd  the  Babylonijh  Camp  invefting  it,  viz,,  that  the  Pourtrai-  .s,>^. 
ture  of  the  Fort,  the  Mount,  the  Catnp^  and  battering  Rams 
againft  it,  (n)  are  fo  very  like  to  what  happen'd  at  the  Siege, 
that  we  can  hardly  forbear  prefuming,  that  the  whole  Nar- 
ration is  literal,  or  that  the  Prophet  did  really  draw  a  Sketch 
of  the  Siege  of  the  City,  as  God  commanded   him.     For, 
fmce  (as  we  obferv'd  before)  it  was  a  Practice   fometimes 
among  the  beft  of  Orators  to  reprefent,  in  a  Picture,  the 
particular  Thing  they  were  to  fpeak  to,  thereby  to  gain  the 
readier  Attention  of  their  Hearers,  why  fhould  it  be  thought 
inconfiftent  with  the  Character  of  a  Prophet,  or  any  Dimi- 
nution of  his  Difcretion,  or  Gravity,  to  do  the  fame  Thing, 
in  order  to  gain  the  fame  End  ? 

TO  walk  naked  indeed  for  three  Tears  together,  as  the  ^^^  ifaiah's 
Prophet  Ifaiah   (0)   is  faid  to  have  done,  does  not  fo  well  luaiUr.g 
comport  with  the  Rules  of  Decency,  ind  feems  to  carry  in  it  '"'*'"^./''  *« 
an  Appearance  of  Frenzy  or  Madnefs ;  but  we  are    to  re-  ^jUy, ' 
member,  that,   in  Scripture- Phrafe,  thofe  are  faid    to  go 
naked,  who  either  go  without  [p)  their  upper  Garment,  or 

without 

{!)  Ezek.  xii.  i  i,^f.         [m)  2  Kings xxv.  4,  5.         («)  Jo- 
y^/^aj's  Je\vi{h  Antiq.  lib.  X.  c.  11.  (0)  Chap.  xx.  3,  4. 

ij>)  John  xxi.  7.  Afts  xix.  16.   Mark  xiv.  5  i.  Matth.  xxv.  36. 
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A.  M.     without  the  [q)  Habit,  that  is  proper  to  their  Station  or  Qua- 
3394   feff    ijj.       ^i^j  jj^^j.  jj^g  Hebrew  Text   does  not  fay,  that  Ifaiah 

Ant.  Cnrif.  -^i,        1    •  1    ■      IV  ;f  r  I  1/-  7  1  11 

6io,  ^f.   walked  in  this  Manner  for  three  Tears  together^  but  that  he 

From      thus  v/allced  as  a  Type,  or  Sign,  of  the  three  Years  Calamity, 

to^he^End '  "^^^^^^  would  come  upon  Egypt  and  Ethiopia.     So  that  the 

pi  2  Chron.  Senfe  of  the  Paflage  is  this : -That  Ifaiah  went  about, 

u/'V'N*'  without  his  upper  Garment,  in  Token,  that  the  Egyptians 
and  Arabians  Ihould  undergo  a  Calamity  of  three  Years  • 
Continuance  from  the  King  of  AJfyria  j  but  how  long,  or 
how  often,  he  did  this,  tlic  Scripture  is  filent ;  only  it  may 
be  prefum'd,  that  he  did  it  in  fuch  a  Manner,  (whether 
three  Days  together,  or  thrice  the  fame  Day)  as  might  heft 
prefigure  the  three  Tears  Calamity  :  And,  fmce  the  Adlion 
was  to  be  typical,  the  Prophet,  who  (through  the  Iniquity  of 
the  Times)  could  fcarce  gain  the  Audience  of  the  People 
at  any  Rate,  was  to  appear  in  an  uncommon  Garb,  and 
with  fomething  particular  in  his  Manner,  to  ftrike  the  Eyes, 
and  awaken  the  Obfervation,  of  all  around  him  :  For,  had 
not  there  been  feme  vifible  Impropriety  in  the  Action, 
fomething  feemingly  inconfiflent  with  the  Character  of  fo 
grave  a  Man,  it  would  not  have  anfwer'd  the  Purpofe  of  ex- 
citing the  Curiofity  and  Attention  of  the  People,  for  which 
it  was  intended. 
7t,s  Sum  »f  Thus  we  have  endeavour'd  to  vindicate  the  Actions  of 
the  whole,  the  Prophets,  or  rather  the  Wifdom  of  God,  which  put 
them  upon  fuch  Aftions,  from  all  Imputations  of  Weaknefs 
and  Folly  ;  and  fhall  only  obferve  farther,  that  our  Mifcon- 
ceptions  of  thefe  Things,  muft,  in  a  great  Meafure,  pro- 
ceed from  our  Ignorance  of  the  prophetick  Stile  (fays  a 
learned  Examiner  of  this  Stile) :  *'  (r)  For  all  Places  of 
'*  Scripture,  that  are  exprefs'd  m  allegorical,  or  proverbial, 
*'  Forms  of  Speech,  or  by  T}/"^^  and  i^^w/i/^jnf^j  of  Things, 
*'  (as  all  Prophecies  more  or  lefs  arej  muft  needs  have  been 
'*  better  underflood  in  thofe  Times,  when  they  were  writ- 
*'  ten,  than  they  can  be  now,  becaufe  we  have  but  an  im- 
**  perfe6l  Notion  of  many  Things,  to  which  the  Allufion  is 
*'  made,  and  from  whence  the  Similitude  is  taken. 

D  I  S  S  E  R- 

(y)   I  Sam.  xlx.  24.     2  Sam.  vi.  20.  (r)  Jenkins's 

Reafonablenefs,  Vol.  II.  c.  7^ 
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DISSERTATION    V.  3394,  &c 

Ant.  Chri^ 

Of  the  facred  Chronology,    and  profane  Hiftory,  duringr     From 

■^  ^/  •       D      •   J  :'  P  I  Kings  viiu 

this    Period.  to  the  End 

of  2  Chron. 

THE  particular  Differences^  and  feeming  Incongruities,  Ij-f^^^^ 
in  point  of  Chronology^    that  have  occurr'd  in  this  Pe-  riod  of  Time 
riod  of  Hiftory,  we  have  endeavour'd  to  folve  and  reconcile  this  famous 
in  the  Notes  that  are  annex'd  to  it :     But  there  is  a  Paflaee  ^"-^^^  '" 
in  the  Prophet  E-zehieU  generally  fuppos'd  to  relate  to  this  lotes. 
Time,  wherein  fome  learned  Chronologers  do  not  fo  Avell 
agree. 

The  Paflagc  is  this: —  {s)  I  have  laid  upon  thee  the  Years 
of  their  Iniquity.^  according  to  the  Number  of  Days,  three 
hundred  and  ninety  Days ;  fo  JJoalt  thou  bear  the  Iniquity  of 
the  Houfe  ij/'Ifrael.  And  when  thou  Jlialt  accomphjh  thern^ 
lie  again  on  thy  right  Side,  and  thou  flialt  bear  the  Iniquity 
of  the  Houfe  of  Judahy'sr/)'  Days.  I  have  appointed  thee 
each  Day  for  a  Year.  The  Generality  of  Commentators^ 
who  take  God's  laying  upon  the  Prophet  the  Years  of  his 
People's  Iniquity,  to  denote  his  forbearing  to  punifhthem  for 
fheir  Offences  for  fuch  a  determinate  Time,  do  agree,  (t) 
that  there  is  an  exa£l  Sum  of  three  hundred  and  ninety  Years 
raention'd  in  this  Place;  that  this  Sum  is  to  begin  from  the 
Time,  that  ferohoam  firft  fet  up  the  Golden  Calves ;  and 
that  the  390,  and  40,  Years  are  not  diftindl  Numbers,  but 
that  the  lefs  is  to  be  included  in  the  greater ;  but  then  the 
Qucftion  is,  where  we  are  to  end  thefe  three  hundred  and 
ninety  Years  ?  or  to  which  ot  the  Captivities  do  they  ex- 
tend ? 

Several  learned  A'len  of  great  Authority,  make  thefe 
Years  to  end  [u)  at  the  laj}  Captivity  by  Nebu%aradan, 
Captain  of  the  Guards  under  Nebuchadnezzar  King  of  Ba- 
byk):.,  and  four  Years  after  the  laft  Deftrudlion  of  ferifalem, 
which  happen'd  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  Zedckiah  ;  for, 
froin  the  Time  of  the  fetting  up  the  Calves.,  (x)  fay  they, 
to  this  laft  Inftance  of  God's  Severity,  are  juft  390  Years  ;  ' 
frqm  the  eighteenth  Year  of  fofiah,  (when  the  Kingdom  of 
"Judah  enter'd  into  Covenant  with  God)  to  this  Time,  are 

juft 

(j)  Ezek.  iv.  5,  6.  [t)  Bedford'' %  Scripture  Chronolo- 

gy, lib.  vi.  c.  I.  [u]  Jcr.  lii.  30.  (x)  Primate    ■ 

Vjher,    Dr.   Pridiaux,  and  Marjhal,    in  their  Chronological 

Tables. 
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A.  M.  juft  40  Years;  and,  by  this  laft  Captivity,  all  the Prediftions 
AlK^'^c^ift  °^  ^^^  feveral  Prophets,  relating  thereunto,  were  perfedly 
6\o',  iSff.     fulfilled. 

From  It  is  to  be  obferv'd  however,  that  this  laji  Captivity  was 

to^h?End '■  ^'^  ^'"^'^'   ^^  fudden,    and  attended  with   fu  little  Difficulty, 

«f  2  Chron.  as  Can  by  no  Means  come  up  to  the  Pomp  and  Solemnity  of 

oOT^  the  Prophet's   Defcription,  in  that  very  Chapter,  wherein 

this  Epocha    is  mention'd.     The  Account,  which  we  have 

of  the  Invafion,  is  this :  [y) <*  Whilft  Nebuchadnex-zxir 

"  lay  at  the  Siege  of  Tyre,  he  fent  Nebuxaradan,  with 
"  part  of  his  Army,  to  invade  the  Land  of  Ifrael,  on  pur- 
*'  pofe,  as  is  fuppos'd,  to  revenge  the  Death  of  Gedaliah  ; 
*'  becaufe  there  was  no  other  Reafon  for  his  falling  upon  the 
"  poor  Remains  of  thofe  miferable  People,  whom  he  him- 
*'  felf  had  left,  and  fettled  there.  In  this  Expedition  Nebu- 
*'  zaradan  feiz'd  upon  all  the  yews,  whom  he  found  in  the 
*'  Land,  made  them  Captives,  and  fent  them  to  Babylon  ; 
*'  but  they  all  amounted  to  no  more,  than  feven  hundred 
*'  and  forty-five  Perfons."  Here  was  no  Refiftance  made, 
no  Siege  maintain'd,  no  Famine  incurr'd.  The  People  fell 
a  cheap  and  eafy  Prey,  becaufe  they  were  ruin'd  and  de- 
ftroy'd  before.  But  now,  in  the  Expedition,  to  which  the 
Prophet  {z)  alludes,  Jerufaletn  was  befieg'd,  and  the  De- 
fendants reduc'd  to  the  Neceffity  of  {a)  eating  Bread  by 
TVeight,  and  with  Care,  and  of  drinking  Water  by  Meafure^ 
and  vjith  Afhnijhment,  as  he  exprefles  it. 

For  this  Reafon,  we  fhould  rather  incline  to  the  Hypo- 
ihefis  of  thofe,  who  end  both  the  Computations  at  the  De- 
ftrudlion  of  Jerufalem  in  the  eleventh  of  TLedehiah  ;  who, 
according  as  they  compute  the  Time  from  feroboarns  Apof- 
tacy,  make  the  Period  of  God's  forbearing  the  Houfe  of 
Ifracl^  from  thence  to  the  Deftruftion  of  'Jerufalem,  to  con- 
tain juft  three  hundred  and  ninety  Years  ;  and  who  begin  the 
forty  Tears  of  God's  Forbearance  of  the  Houfe  of  'Judah, 
from  the  Million  of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  to  preach  Re- 
pentance to  them,  i.  e.  (b)  from  the  thirteenth  Year  of 
Jofiah,  when  he  was  firft  called  to  this  Office  ;  from  which 
Time,  to  the  laft  Year  oi  Zedekiah,  when  Jerufalem  wa3 
deftroy'd,  were  exadly  forty  Years.  For  [c)  fince  the 
hundred  and  twenty  Years  of  God's  .forbearing  the  old 
World  is  reckon'd  from  the  Miffion  of  Noah  to  preach  Re- 
pentance,  there  feems  to  be  fome  Parity  of  Reafon,   that  his 

forty 

ij)  Prideaux's  Cox\nc€iioxi,  Anno  584.  (z)  Ezek.  iv. 

I,  2,  3.     {a)  Ibid.  ver.  16.     (^J  Jer.  i.  i,  2.     {c)  Gen.  vi.  3. 
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forty  Tears  Forbeararxe  of  the  Kingdom  of  Judah  fhould     A.  M. 
be  reckon'd  from  ;hc  like  Miffion  of  Jeremiah.  Aiu'^^Chfif 

Bu'i    there  is   another  Way   of  explaining  this  PaiTagetfijoj  (ifc.' 
For,    if  by  the  Word  Iniquity^   which  God  imputes  to  the      "^xom 
Hcufe  o/Ifrael  ^W  Judah,  we  are  to  underftand   the  Punilh- ^'^^;!"'-^_;']"- 
ment  of  their  Iniquity,  (which  is  very  common,    and  fcemsof  2  Chron. 
to  be  the  moft  natural  Senfe  in  this  Place)  'tis  plain,  that,  as   y~\"S^ 
the  whole  Tenor  of  the  Prophet's  Difcourfe  feems  to  denote  'fj)-"^^" 
an  Event  future,  and  far  diftant,  it  may  not  improperly  i ehte  piafjjj'^bf 
to  the  Continuation  of  God's  Punishment  upon  the  Tribes  Pejagi. 
of  Ifrael  and  Judah,   for  their  great  and  manifold  Provcoa- 
tions. 

(d)  Now  the  Punifhment  o{ IfraeMox  their  Iniquities  may 
be  faid  to  commence  at  the  Takitig  of  Samaria,  in  the 
Reign  of  HoJ})ea ;  as  that  of  Judah  did,  at  the  Taking  of 
Jerufalcm,  in  the  Reign  of  Zedekiah.  If  then  we  reckon 
from  the  Deftru^tion  of  Jerufalem  to  the  Time  when  Cyax- 
ares  the  lid  (whom  (e)  the  Scripture  calls  Darius  the 
JHedian)  became  K.mgo(  Babylon,  v/efhall  find  it  about  for- 
ty Years ;  and  as  he  was  a  known  Favourer  of  the  Jews,  and 
might  therefore  give  them  Leave  to  return  Home,  we  may  be 
allow'd  to  infer,  that  here  the  Term  of  their  Punifhment 
did  expire.  And,  in  like  Manner,  if  we  reckon  from  Sal- 
manefers  Taking  Samaria  to  the  Jaft  Vi6i:ory  whicii  Alex- 
ander the  Great  obtain'd  over  Darius  Codomannus,  whereby 
he  became  fole  Monarch  of  all  Afia,  we  fhall  find  it  to  be 
much  about  390  Years  :  And,  as  his  Kindnefs  to  the  Jews 
was  very  remarkable,  we  may  here  date  the  Reftoration  of 
their  Liberty,  and,  confequently,  their  Releafe  from  the 
Punifhment,  which  God  inflicted  on  them  for  their  Sins. 

Thus,  accordingly  as  we  take  the  Senfe  of  the  Words 
in  the  Prophet,  the  Hiftory,  which  is  alluded  to,  puts  on  a 
different  Afpe6l,  and  relates  to  a  different  Period  :  But  pro- 
ceed we  now  to  the  profane  Hiflory  itfelf. 

What  Dealings  and  Intercourfe,  in  the  Space  of  thcfe Tit- /.r^/iw 
lafl  four  hundred  Years,  vi%.  from  the  Building  of  Solomon's  ^^'/"O"  "f 
Temple,  to  the  Captivity  of  Babylon,  the  Jewiflo  People  had  "     ""  ' 
with  the  PhiliJiines,  the  Ammonites,  Moahites,  Phoenicians, 
Syrians,  and  other  neighbouring  Nations ;  and   what  Rela- 
tion and  Dependancc  they  had   on  the   great  and  powerful 
Kingdoms  of  AJfyria,   Babylon,    and  Egypt ;  has,    in  fome 
Meafure,  been  obferv'd  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory.     What 

we 

{d)  Calmet's  DifTcrt.  ou  Ton  exanjjine  fi  les  dix  Tribus,  cs'c. 
(e)  Dan.  V,  31, 
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we  are  farther  concern 'd  to  do,  is,  to  take  notice  of  fome 
more  remarkable  Events,  which,  during  this  Period  of 
Time,  are  fuppos'd  to  have  happen'd  in  the  World. 

(f)  Im  the  thirty  fifth  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  Uzziah  King 
of  Judah^  and  while  there  was  an  Interregnum  in  the  King- 
dom of  Ifrael^  the  Olympick  Games  were  infliiuted  in  Greece, 
The  Ufe  and  Defign  of  them  was  to  train  up  the  Youth  in 
Thelnftitu.  a(f^ive  and  warlike  Exercifes,  that,  ifOccafion  requir'd,  they 
Olympick     might    be  capable    of  doing  their  Country  Service   in   the 
Camei,        Field:  And,  it  was   not  from  the   Mountain    Olympus  in 
Thejfaly,  but  from  the  City  Olympia  (fince  called  Pifa,   near 
Elis^  a  City  in  Peloponnefus^  where  they  were  celebrated  in 
the  adjacent  Plains,  near  the  River  Alpheus)  that  they  took 
their  Names.     Here  was  the  fplendid  Temple  of  fupiter, 
which  had  vaft  Treafiires  belonging  to  it,  by  Reafon  of  the 
Oracles,  which  were  there  given  out,  and  thefe  Games,  which 
were   there  celebrated  in  Honour  of  that  Deity ;  and   here 
was  likewife   that   famous  Statue    of  Jupiter*,  made    by 

Phidiasi 

(/)  Bcdford^i  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  z. 

*  This  Statue  of  Jupiter  is  defcrib'd  by  Paufavias,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Manner  : —  "  He  is  made  fitting  on  a  Throne  of 

"  Gold  and  Ivory,  with  a  Crown  on  his  Head,  which  feems  to 
*'  be  made  of  Olive-Branches.  In  his  Right-Hand  he  holds  an 
"  Image  of  Viftory,  made  of  Ivory  likewife,  that  has  on  its 
*'  Head-Drefs  a  Crown  of  maffy  Gold;  and  in  his  Left  a  Scep- 
*'  tre,  made  of  all  Kinds  of  Metals  mix'd  together,  with  an 
*'  Eagle  on  the  Top  of  it.  His  Shoes  and  Stockings  are  all  of 
**  Gold,  and  the  reft  of  the  Drapery  is  of  the  fame  Metal, 
"  adorn'd  with  Figures  of  various  Animals,  and  a  great  Num- 
*'  ber  of  Fhnjoer -de-Luces.  His  Throne  is  embellilh'd  with 
*'  Ivory,  Ebony,  Gold,  precious  Stones,  and  a  Multitude  of 
"  embofs'd  Figures.  At  the  four  Feet,  or  Pedeftals,  of  the 
"  Throne,  are  four  ViBories,  and  two  others  at  the  Feet  of 
*'  the  Statue.  At  the  two  Feet,  on  the  Fore-fide  of  the 
*'  Throne,  on  one  Hand  are  the  Figures  of  Sphinxes,  who  are 
"  carrying  off  fome  Theban  Youths ;  and,  on  the  other  Side, 
*'  are  reprefented  the  Figures  of  the  Children  of  Niobe,  whom 
"  Jpollo  and  Diana  Ihot  to  Death  with  their  Arrows.  Between 
*'  the  Feet  of  the  Throne  is  reprefented  Thefeus,  and  the  reft  of 
"  the  Heroes  who  accompany'd  Hercules  to  the  War  agairift 
"  the  Jmazons,  together  with  feveral  Athletee  of  diverfe  Kinds; 
"  and  the  Place  is  all  around  adorn'd  with  Piftures,  reprefent- 
*'  ing  the  Labours  of  Hercules,  together  with  feveral  other  of 
"  the  moft  renown'd  hijlorical  Subjeds.     On  the  upper  Part  of 

"  the 
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Phidias^  which  was  accounted  one  of  the  Wonders  of  the     a.  m. 
fVorld,  and   from  which  he  obtain'd  the  Name  of  Jupiter  ^l^^'^f^^'^ 
Olympius.  ,   610,  &c. 

It  was  about  four  hundred  and  forty  Years  before  this      From 
Time,  that  thefe  Games  and  Exercifes  were  at  firft  inftituted  J„^h"f /nd* 
by  one  Hercules  ;  not  the  Son  of  Jupiter  and  Alcmena^  fo  of  2  Chron. 
much  celebrated  by  the  Greek  and  Latin  Poets,  but  one  of  l/*VNJ 
the  Priefts  of  Cyhele  called  by  that  Name,  who   came  into 
Greece  from  Ida^  a  Mountain  in  Phrygia^   (whence  he  and 
his  Companions  were  called  Idai^  DaSlyli^  and  Corybantcs) 
and  brought  in  many  fuperftitious  Rites  with  them.     After 
the  Death  of  this  Hercules^   thefe  Games  were  difcontinu'd 
for  many  Years,  till,   by  Advice  from  the  Oracle  of  Apollo^ 
Iphitus  eftablifli'd  them  again,   even  in  the  Life- time  of  Ly- 
curgus,  who  is  no  v;here  faid  to  have  oppos'd  them  ;  and 
fo  they  continu'd,  un*il  the  Time  of  Conjiantine  the  Greats 
who,  upon  his  Profeilion  of  the  Chrijlian  Faith,  firft  flighted 
the  Ludi  Seculares^    and  afterwards   all  other  Games,  as 
Monuments  of  Pagan  Superftition  ;  fo   that    falling  by  De- 
grees into  Difefteem,  in  the  Time  of  Theodofius   the  Great ^ 
if  not  before,  they  v.xre  utterly  unfrequented,  and  dwindled 
into  nothing. 

These  Games  were  us'd  to  be  performed  at  the  End  of  Their  ph. 
every  four  Years,  (and  (o  every  four  Years  made  an  Olym-'"'"'y> 
piad)  and  lafted  for  five  Days ;  when#he  Youth  of  Greece 
contended  for  Maftery  in  five  Sorts  oT  Exercifes,    one  for 
each  Day,  viz-  the  Ccejius^  or  Whirle-Bat,  the  Coit,  Leap- 

•     ing,    ■ 

''  the  Throne,  on  the  one  Side  are  engraven  the  Graces^  and  on 
"  the  other  the  Hours,  becaufe,  according  to  the  Poets,  both  thefe 
*'  were  the  Daughters  of  Jupit'r.  On  the  Footftool  of  the  Statue 
"  are  golden  Lions,  and  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Combat  of 
"  Thefeus  with  the  Amazons ;  and  on  a  Bajis  thereof,  are  innu- 
*'  merable  golden  Figures,  fuch  as  that  of  the  Sun  going  into 
*'  his  Chariot,  oi  Jupiter  and  Juno,  Mercury,  Fejta,  and  Fenus, 
"  who  has  G/^/d'ftanding  by  her;  oi  Jpo.'lo,  Diana,  Minernja, 
"  Hercules,  Amphitrite,  Neptune,  and  the  Moon,  which  is  here 
"  reprefented  fitting  upon  an  Horfe."  This  is  the  Subftance  of 
what  Paufanias  fays  of  this  famous  Statue  :  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  its  Workmanfhip  was  the  Wonder  of  all  the  Antients, 
and  the  Curiofuy  of  feeing  it  might  increafe  the  Number  of 
thofe,  who  came  to  the  Olympick  Games,  yet  Strabo  finds  great 
Fault  with  it  for  want  of  a  due  Proportion,  becaufe  it  was  of 
fuch  a  prodigious  Bignefs,  that  if  it  had  flood  upright,  it  muft 
have  made  a  Mole  in  the  Roof  of  the  Temple.  Bedford'' »  Scrip- 
ture Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2.  in  the  Notes. 
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A.  M.  ing,  Wreftling,  and  Racing,  either  on  Foot  or  Horfeback, 
3394>  ^^-  or  in  Chariots  ;  all  which  Exercifes  were  thought  fo  honour- 
6io,  6ff.  able,  that  even  Kings  themlelves  did  not  difdain  to  become 
From  I  Kings  Competitors  for  the  Vi6lory  ;  and,  accordingly,  we  find 
End  of  2^^  Pindar^  the  moft  celebrated  Poet  in  thofe  Days,  addrefling 
Chron.  l^'s  firlt  Olympick  to  Hiei'o  King  of  Syracv.Je,  for  having 
K^ySj  won  the  Prize  in  one  of  the  Horfe-Races. 

Th  e  Prize  however  was  not  great :  It  was  no  more  than 
a  Garland  of  Palm^  or  Olive :  but  the  Vidor  was   treated 
with  fuch  Tokens  of  Refpeit  and  Efteem,  and  was  attended 
\  by  the  People  with  fuch  loud  Acclamations,  while  he  rode 

into  the  City  in  a  Coach  through  a  Breach  in  the  Wall, 
which,  upon  this  Occafion,  was  made  for  his  more  pompous 
Entrance ;  and  while  he  was  fure  to  have  the  beft  of  Poets  to 
celebrate  his  Praife,  and  rank  him  even  among  the  Gods, 
that  to  come  off  Conqueror,  and  be  crown'd  in  this  Place, 
was  thought  an  Honour,  not  inferior  to  that  of  a  Triumph 
in  Rome ;  and  this  the  rather,  becaufe  the  Inhabitants  of 
Elis,  who  were  the  Prejidents  of  thefe  Games,  were  fo  re- 
markably impartial  in  giving  Sentence  according  to  Merit, 
that,  whoever  was  crown'd  by  their  Order  and  Determina- 
tion, was  always  thought  juftly  to  deferve  it. 
yindfecotida-  Thus  (g)  it  appears,  that  the  original  Ufe  of  thefe  Olym- 
rj  Uft.  pick  Games  was  to  encourage  Adivity  of  Body :  But,  in 
Procefs  of  Time,  tliey  came  to  be  employ'd  to  a  quite  diffe- 
rent Purpofe,  even  fo  fix  the  Chronology  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Greeks.,  among  whom  f  it  grew  a  Cuftom  to  reckon  by 
Olympiads  ;  for,  before  that  Cuftom  prevail'd,  their  Hifto- 
rians  were  vaftly  negligent  in  fixing  the  Date  of  fuch  Tranf- 
aclions,  as  they  related.  Varro^  the  moft  learned  Perfon 
among  the  Rotnans^  both  for  Hiftory  and  Antiquity,  reckons 
three  Sorts  of  Times.  The  ift,  from  the  Beginning  of 
Mankind  to  the  firft  Flood,  which  he  calls  uncertain.,  be- 
caufe no  Account  is  given  of  it  by  any  Heathen  Writer. 
The  2d,  from  the  Flood  to  the  firft  Olympiad.,  which  he 
cnWs fabulous y  becaufe  many  ftrange  Stories  are  reported  of 

the 

(gj  BeJ/ortTs  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  i. 

•f  It  is  to  be  obferv'd  however,  that  it  was  not  from  the  firft 
Olympiad,  that  they  began  their  Computation,  but  from  the 
XXVIIth,  when  ChorJbus,  a  Native  of  Elh,  was  Vidlor,  be- 
caufe there  was  no  Regifter  kept  of  the  preceding  Olympiads ^ 
and  therefore  the  Commencement  of  this  l^ra  was  an  hundred 
and  eight  Years  after  the  Eftabhfliment  of  the  Games,  which  oc- 
tafion'd  it.     Calmsi^  Dii^ioaary,  under  the  Word  Olympiad, 
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the  Gods  and  Demi-gods  in  thofe  Times,  but  without  any  a.  m. 
Method,  or  Order.  The  3d,  from  the  firft  Olympiad  to  his^^^^^"^'  ^^r^. 
•  Time,  which  he  calls /'//?cr/Vfi/,  becaufe  thenceforward  all  610,  fefc^ 
Tranfa<£lions  were  laid  in  their  proper  Places  j  but,  before  ^'■°'"... 
the  Inftitution  of  this  Method  of  Computation,  ^-y^r;/  ^'^'"<§' to^he^End'* 
was  confused  in  the  Grecian  Hijlory^  (as  Eufebius  (h)  tells  of  a  Chron, 
us)  and  {i)  no  oneThlng  written  with  any  tolerable  Exa£inefs,  ^yy^SJ 

In    the   eleventh    Year  of   fotham  -f-  King  of  fudahy 
which  was  the  twelfth  of  Pekah,  King  of  Ifrael^  another  ^,  jj-Ocr^ 
famous  /Era  commenc'd,  and  was  in  Ufe  throughout  ^W  of  the  Builds 
the  Empire,  upon  the  Building  of  the  City  of  Rome,   the  ing  o/"Rome. 
Hiftory  of  which  is  as  follows. 

After  the  Deftruftion  oi  Troy  (i),  Mneas^  landing  in 
Italy^  was  at  firft  oppos'd  by  Latinus,  King  of  the  Latines^ 
or  Aborigines  ;  but,  being  overcome  in  Battle  by  the  Tro^ 
jans,  Latinus  made  Peace  with  their  Leader,  and  permitted 
him,  and  his  Men,  to  live  independent  in  his  Kingdom. 
Enrag'd  at  this  Treatment,  Turnus,  King  of  the  Rutuli, 
fomented  a  frefh  War  againft  Mneas  j  but,  in  the  Conclu- 
fion,  he  was  flain  in  fingle  Combat  by  the  Grecian  Chief, 
and  his  Miftrefs  Lavinia  (who  was  the  Occafion  of  all  this 
Contention^  was,  by  her  Father  Latinus,  given  to  the  Con- 
queror for  a  Wife.  Mneas  (it  muft  be  obferv'd)  had  another 
Son  by  a  former  Wife,  nam'd  Creiifa,  who  was  loft  in  the 
Siege  of  Troy  ;  and  after  his  Death,  his  Relidl  Lavinia,  be- 
ing great  with  Child,  and  fearing  the  Power  of  Jfcanins, 
(for  that  was  his  Name)  fled  into  the  Woods,  and  was  there 
deliver'd  of  a  Son,  who,  for  that  Reafon,  was  called  Syhji-- 
us,  and,  becaufe  he  was  born  after  his  Father's  Funeral,  was 

likewife 

{h)  Africanus,  ad  Euftb.  Praeparat.  Evan.  lib.  x.  c.  lo.  (l) 
Jujiin  Martyr,   at  Gr^cos  Cohortacio. 

f  Of  the  Time,  when  this  City  was  built,  there  are  two  Ac  ► 
counts,  the  Varronian,  and  the  Capitolian.  The  Varronian  pla- 
ces it  in  the  Year  before,  but  the  Capitolian  in  this  Year,  and  yet 
they  may  be  both  eafily  reconciled  ;  for,  as  it  was  cuftomary 
in  thofe  Times  when  they  bcg.-in  to  build  a  City,  to  go  round 
it  with  a  Plough,  and  make  a  Furrov/  where  the  Walls  were  to 
be  built,  but  leave  a  void  vSpace  for  the  Gates  ;  the  Year  before 
they  might  thus  mark  out  the  City,  dig  the  Foundation  of  the 
Walls,  and  provide  Stones,  Timber,  and  other  Materials,  and 
this  Year  lay  the  Foundation  ;  fo  that  the  Computation  might 
eafily  begin  from  eitiier  Year,  tho'  the  Capitolian  is  the  general 

k     Account.     Bedford\  -ciipture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2. 

\       (/{)  Sir /^fl//tT  ^rt/i'/^/./'s  Hiftory,  lib.  ii.  c.  2|.  Se(S.  iv. 
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A,  M.  llkewife  called  Pojihumus.  It  was  not  long  however,  be- 
3394.  ^f-  fore  the  People  began  to  exprefs  their  Refentment  of  this 
e^  &c!  '  ^^^'^  Ufage  of  Laviniay  fo  that  Afcanius  was  oblig'd  to  re- 
FromiKingscal  her  J  and,  to  avoid  all  Occafions  of  Difagreement  for  the 
^ii.  to  the  future,  he  left  to  her,  and  her  Son  Sylvius.,  the  City  of  La- 
Chron.  *  vinia,  which  /Eneas  had  built,  and  called  after  her  Name, 
\yy\^  whilft  himfelf  remov'd  to  Jlba-knga,  a  City  of  his  own 
erecting,  and  where  he  liv'd  for  the  Remainder  of  his  Days, 
highly  delighted  with  the  Situation  of  the  Place. 

After  the  Death  of  Jfcanius,  there  happen'd  a  Conten- 
tion between  this  Sylvius  the  Son  of  /Eneas,  and  liilus  the 
Son  oi  Afcanius y  about  the  Succeflion  to  the  Kingdom  ;  but, 
as  the  Relations  of  Lavinia  had  the  more  prevalent  Intereft 
in  the  Country,  the  Matter  was  fo  compromis'd;v  that  liilus 
was  made  High-Prieji,  and  Sylvius  King,  in  whofe  Fami- 
ly the  Kingdom  continu'd  for  feveral  Generations,  and  eve- 
ry fucceeding  Prince  was  named  Sylvius. 

Of  this  Race  was  Latinus  the  Second^  Grandfon  to  Syl- 
vius, who  built  feveral  Towns  on  the  Borders  of  Latium  ; 
and  their  Inhabitants,  ftanding  much  upon  the  Honour  of 
their  Original,  were  afterwards  called  Prifci  Latini.  Of  this 
Race  was  Tiberinus,  who  (as  fome  fay)  was  drown'd  in  the 
Tiber,  and  from  that  unhappy  Accident  gave  Name  to  the 
River.  Of  this  Race  was  Aventinus,  who,  by  being  bury'd 
in  the  Place,  gave  Name  to  one  of  the  Mountains,  on 
which  Rome  was  built  ;  and  of  this  Race  was  Procas,  who^ 
after  his  Death,  left  his  two  Sons,  Numitor  and  Amulius,  to 
reign  alternately  every  Year  :  But  Amulius  the  younger  de- 
pos'd  Numitor,  flew  his  Son  Mgijihus,  and,  to  cut  off  the 
whole  Race,  compelled  his  Daughter  Ilia  to  enter  into  a 
Vow  of  perpetual  Virginity,  by  becoming  a  Prieflefs  to  the 
Goddefs  Vejla.  Her  Vow  however  did  not  laft  long ;  for 
■'  a  certain  Soldier  found  Means  to  get  her  with  Child,  but,  to 

cover  the  Difgrace,  a  Report  was  rais'd,  that  all  this  was 
done  by  Mars,  the  God  of  War.  At  length  fhe  was  de- 
liver'd  of  two  Sons,  Romulus  and  Remus,  whom  their  Un- 
cle Amulius  commanded  to  be  drown'd,  and  their  Mother 
to  be  bury'd  alive,  as  being  the  Punifliment,  which  the 
Law  inflicted,  when  Vejlal  Virgins  had  violated  their  Cha- 
flity. 

XVh ETHER  the  Mother  underwent  this  Punifhment,  or, 
(as  fome  will  have  it)  upon  the  Intreaty  of  Antho,  the 
Daughter  of  A?nuUus,  obtain'd  her  Pardon  ;  it  is  certain, 
that  the  two  Children  were  thrown  into  the  Tiber,  in  order 
to  be  drown'd  ;  But  as  the  Stream  was  lov/>  and  much  Mud 

was 
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was  in  the  Place,  a  certain  Woman,  nam'd  Lupa,  found     A.  m. 
them   before  they  were  dead,  and  having  fuckled  them  for  ^394,  &c. 
fome  Time,    (from  whence  the  Story  of  their  being  nurs'd  6i'o,^f'^* 
by  a  She-wolf  took  its  Rife)  brought  them  at  length  to  Fau-  FiomiKinp 
Jfulus,  the  King's  Shepherd,  who  recommended    them  t0p":'°f*^ 
the  Care  of  his  Wife  Laurentia,  and  fo  they  were  both  pre-  a  chron. 
ferv'd.  Cy*V"^W 

As  foon  as  they  came  to  a  proper  Age,  they  liv'd  at 
firft  in  the  Capacity  of  Shepherds  j  but,  being  naturally  of 
a  brave  and  martial  Temper,  they  apply'd  themfelves,  not 
only  to  the  Bufniefs  of  hunting  wild  Beafts,  but  of  clearing 
the  Country  likewife  of  fuch  Gangs  of  Robbers,  as  came  to 
plunder  and  infeft  it  j  fo  that,  in  a  fhort  Time,  the  Fame 
of  their  Adventures  made  Multitudes  of  the  Neighbouring 
Youth,  who  were  of  the  like  Complexioriy  refort  unto  them. 
Enrag'd  at  their  Proceedings,  a  ftrong  Company  of  thefe 
Robbers  fet  upon  them  at  a  certain  Time,  and,  tho'  Romu- 
lus defended  himfclf  againft  their  Attack,  took  Remus  Pri- 
foner,  and,  pretending  that  he  had  plundered  the  Eftate  of 
his  Grandfather  Numitor,  deliver'd  him  to  King  AmuUusy 
who  fent  him  to  his  Brother  Numitor  to  be  executed  for  the 
Fail. 

When  Remus  was  brought  before  Numitor,  he  be- 
haved with  fuch  Courage  and  Intrepidity,  that  he  could  not 
but  fufpe^l  fomething  uncommon  in  him ;  and  thereupon, 
hearmg  that  he  had  another  Brother,  and  that  they  were 
Twins,  and  comparing  their  Age  with  the  Time,  when  his 
Daughter  Ilia's  two  Children  were  expos'd,  he  began  to 
think,  that  thefe,  without  Doubt,  muft  be  the  Boys,  whom 
fome  good  Providence  had  Wonderfully  preferv'd  j  and  be- 
ing confirmed  in  his  Opinion  by  the  Information  of  Fauftu- 
lus^  who  had  brought  them  up,  he  enter'd  into  a  Confpira- 
cy  with  them,  againft  his  Brother  AmuUus,  wherein  it  was 
agreed,  that  Romulus,  with  his  Men,  (hould  privately  enter 
the  City,  and,  being  join'd  with  fuch  Forces  as  Remus  could 
mufter  up  in  Numitor's  Family,  fhould,  all  on  a  fudden, 
attack  the  Palace,  and  feize  the  King. 

The  Plot  fucceeded.  Jmulius  was  taken  and  killed  : 
And,  after  that  Numitor  had  congratulated  his  Grandfons 
upon  their  Succefs,  he  afcended  the  Roftrum,  and,  in  a  full 
Aftembly  of  People,  declar'd  how  wicked  and  inhuman  his 
Brother  Amulius  had  been  ;  that  thefe  were  his  two  Grand- 
children j  how  they  were  born,  and  bred  up,  and  came  to 
be  difcover'd  ;  and  that  by  their  Contrivance  it  was,  that  the 
Tyrant  was  takea  offi  whereupon  the  People  immediately 
A  a  2  cams 
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A.  M.     came  to  a  Refolution,  that  Numitor  fliould  be  their  King, 
A^^'chrlft  ^"^  '^^'^'  "^^^  under  him,  Romulus  and  Remus  {hould  be 
6io  fife,   held  in  the  greateft  Veneration. 

From  As  foon  as  thefe  Matters  were  fettled  and  adjufted,  the 

to'^thrEnd '  *^°  young  Princes    fto   perpetuate  the  Memory  of  their 

of  2  chron.Prefervation)  refolv'd  to  build  a  City  upon  the  Spot^  where 

U/'V*V^  they  had  been  nourifh'd  and  brought  up  ;  and    feveral  of 

the  neighbouring  People,  as  well  as  their  own  Men,  came 

in  to  their  Affiftance.     It  Was  not  much  doubted,  but  that 

this  new  City  would,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  outvie  all  the 

Towns  in  Italy  ;  but  then,  as  the  two  Brothers  were  Twins, 

and  it  was  not  well  known  which  was  the  elder,  they  a- 

greed  to   determine,    by  the  Flight  of  Birds,  who  (hould 

give  the  Name  to   the    City,  and,    upon  the  Grandfather 

Numitor's  Deceafe,  which  of  them  {hould  reign  firft. 

To  this  Purpofe  they  went  each  of  them  to  the  Top 
of  an  Hill.  Romulus  afcended  vAizt  was  afterwards  called 
Palatinus,  and  Remus,  AventinuSf  from  whence  he  difco- 
ver'd  fix  Vultures  firft ;  but  his  Brother  afterwards  faw 
twelve,  fo  that  the  Difpute  was  never  the  nearer  an  End. 
Remus  laid  claim  to  the  Sovereignty,  becaufe  he  faw  the  firft 
Vultures,  and  Romulus  becaufe  he  faw  the  moft  ;  infomuch, 
that  from  Words  proceeding  to  Blows,  Remus  was  unhappily 
flain  by  his  Brother,  and,  in  his  Death*,  put  an  End  to  the 
Controverfy. 

When  the  City  was  built,  Romulus  called  it  Roma, 
which,  in  the  Greek  Tongue,  fignifyed  Strength,  and  not 
by  his  own  Name  Romula,  becaufe  it  was  a  Diminutive. 
As  the  City  however,  when  finifh'd,  had  not  a  fufficient 
Stock  of  Inhabitants,  he  found  out  an  Expedient  to  remedy 
this  Defefi:,  by  making  a  neighbouring  Grove  an  Afylum, 
or  Place  of  Refuge,  to  all  Malefactors  and  difcontented  Per- 
fofls ;  fo  that,  in  a  (hort  Time,  vaft  Numbers  of  all  Nations, 
that  could  not  live  in  their  own  Country  with  Safety,  fled 
hither  for  Protedtion,  and  peopled  the  City.  Thefe  Inha- 
bitants however  could  laft  but  one  Age,  becaufe  they  were 

moft 

•  Florus  makes  the  Occafion  of  the  Death  of  Remus  to  be 

another  Matter  :  For,  having  obfervM  that  Romulus,  by  the 
greater  Number  of  the  Vultures,  which  he  faw,  had  got 
the  better,  and  built  his  City,  with  good  Hopes,  that  it 
would  be  remarkable  for  n/jarlike  Affairs,  becaufe  thofe  Birds 
were  accounted  Birds  of  Prey  ;  'ere  the  Walls  were  rais'd 
to  any  great  Height,  his  Brother  Remus  made  a  Jeft  of  them 
which  exafperated  the  other  to  that  Degree,  that  he  orde 
ed  him  immediately  to  'be  flain. 
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moft    of   them   Men,  and,  when  they  defir'd   to   marry    A.  M. 
■  with  their  Neighbours,  were  rejefted  with  Scorn  ;  fo  that  3354,  ^^^ 
they  were  under  a  Neceflity  to  get  themfelves  Wives  by  J'""  ^"^' 
fome  Stratagem  or  other.     To  this   Purpofe  Romulus  pro-      From* 
claim'd  a  Feajl,  and  publick  Games,  in  the  Honour  of  Nep-  ^  ^^"^s  viii. 
tune,  to   be  celebrated  near  his  new  City  ;  and  when  the  of  2  chron. 
Virgins  from  every  Quarter  came  thither  to  fee,  and  divert  y.^^V'"^ 
themfelves,  upon  a   Signal  given,  they  were   all  feiz'd   by 
Force,  carry'd  into  the  City,   and  compelled    to   become 
Wives  to  thofe,  that  wanted  them.     Exafperated  with  this 
bafe  Treatment,  the  neighbouring  People  immediately  pre- 
pare for  War  ;  but  are  repulfed  with  Lofs  by  the  Romans : 
Till  the  Sabinesy  who  were  their  moft  formidable  Enemy, 
and    principally    concern'd    in  the  late  Affront,  march'd 
againft  them,  and,  under  the  Command  of  their  King  Tati' 
us,  were  juft  upon  giving  them  a  total  Defeat ;  when  their 
Daughters,  who  were  now  become  Wives  to  the  Romans, 
ran  between  the  two  Armies,  and,  with   their  Hair  torn, 
and  all  other  Indications  of  Sorrov/,  acquainted  their  Pa- 
rents, that  they  had  been  us'd  civilly,  and  that,  if  Matters 
were  carry'd  to  fuch  Extremities,  nothing  could  be  expec- 
ted on  their  Side,  but  Ruin  and  Deftrudtion.     Hereupon 
their  Parents,  being  overcome  by  their  Prayers,  and  Tears, 
and  Arguments,    laid  afide  all  angry  Refentment,  and  en- 
ter'd  into  a  Treaty  with  their  Sons-in-Law,  which  fucceed- 
ed  fo  well,  that  feveral  of  them  left  their  antient  Habita- 
tions, and  came,  with  all  their  Subftance,  and  liv'd  in  Rome. 
From  fo  fmall  a  Beginning  did  this  City  gradually  increafe 
to   be  the  Seat  of  the  IVeJlern  Empire,  and  the  Mijirefs 
of  the  then  known  World  ! 

One  very  remarkable  Event  more,    which  happen'd  ^^  the  Dllfolu. 
very   next  Year  after  the  Building   of  Rome,   viz,    in  the  tion  of  the 
twelfth  Year  of  Jotham  King  of  Judah,   and  the  thirteenth  4?""^", 
of  Pekah,  King  of  Ifrael,  was  the  Diflblution  of  the  AJfyrian     """'"'"'•'J'* 
Monarchy,  upon  the  Death  of  Sardanapalus,  as  feveral  Hea- 
then Authors  have  thus  related  it.     This  Emperor  exceeded 
all  his  Predeceflbrs  in  Sloth  and  Voluptuoufnefs.     He  cloth'd 
himfeltin  Women's  Attire  ;  he  painted  his  Face,  and  deck'd 
his  Body  more  like  a  Strumpet,  than  a  King ;  he  affeded  an 
effeminate  Voice ;  fpun  fine  Wool   and   Purple  among  his 
Concubines,   and   proceeded  to  fuch  a  Degree  of  Luxury 
and  ShamelefTnefs,  that  he  wrote  Verfes  in  Commemoration 
of  his  difTolute  Manner  of  Life,  and  commanded  after  his 
Death  to  have  them  infcrib'd  on  his  Tomb, 
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A.  M.         The  Kings  of  the  Eajl  feldom  appear'd  in  Publiek  :  But 
A ^^ch^T  5<7r<^<7w<3/>f?/«j  was   never  feen  by  any,  but  fuch  only,    as 
610,  (^c. '  were  either  Afliftants,  or  Afibciates,  in  his  Lafcivioufnefs ; 
From      until  Jrbaces,  the  General  of  the  Meflian  Forces,  brib'd  one 
'  ^'"^l,^'j''of  his  Eunuchs,  by   giving  him  a  golden  Cup,  to  be  intio- 
of  zChron.  duc'd  iiito  his  Prefence  ;  where,  feeing  his  vile,   degenerate 
C/'V"*Sfc^  Behaviour,   he  began  to   think   it  a  Difparagement,   that  fo 
many  brave  and  gallant  Men  fiiould  be  under  the  Domini- 
on  of  a  worthlefs  Wretch,  that  affc£^ed  to  be  a  Spinjier, 
rather  than  a  King.     This  he  communicated  to  his  Friends 
and  Acquaintance,  to  the  Governors   of  feveral  Provinces, 
but  more  efpecially  to  Belefts,  the  Governor  of  Babylon,  with 
whom  he  enter'd  into  a  clofe  Confederacy    to  depofe  the 
prefent  Emperor,  and  to  divide  his  Dominions  between  them, 
whereof  Belefis  was  to  have  Babylon,  Chaldea,   and  Arabia, 
and  himfclf  all  the  reft. 

(/)  When  Matters  were  thus  agreed  on,  Arbaus  endea- 
vour'd,  by  all  Sorts  of  Arts  and  Infinuations,  to  make  him- 
felf  acceptable  to  the  Medes  \  to  perfuade  them  to  invade  the 
AJfyrian  Empire,  and  (in  Hopes  of  regaining  their  Liberty) 
to  draw  the  Perfians  into  the  like  Confederacy.  On  the 
other  Hand,  Belefis  prevail'd  with  the  Babylonians  to  revolt, 
and  gain'd  the  King  of  Arabia  (with  whom  he  had  a  very 
great  Intimacyj  to  his  Party  ;  fo  that  when  all  their  Forces 
were  join'd  together,  the  Army  is  faid  to  have  confifted  of 
four  hundred  tbaiifand  Men. 

SARD  A  NAP  ALUS,  feeing  fuch  a  ftrong  Confe- 
deracy, and  Combination  of  Arms  againfl  him,  thought  it 
high  Time  to  fhake  off  his  Sloth  ;  and  having  drawn  forth 
the  Forces  of  the  reft  of  the  Provinces,  he  engag'd  the  Ene- 
my thrice,  and  as  many  Times  defeated  them.  In  the  firft 
Adion  he  purfu'd  them  to  the  Mountains,  feventy  Furlongs 
beyond  Nincnxeh.  In  the  fecond  he  fo  defeated  them,  that 
they  were  all  upon  the  Point  of  returning  home,  had  not 
Belefis  (who  was  a  Babylonijh  Prieft,  and  pretended  to  great 
Skill  in  Ajirology  *  and  Divination)  given  them  Afturance, 

that 
« 
(I)  Bedford'^  Scripture  Hiftory,  lib.  vi.  c.  2. 
•  Whatever  Skill  he  might  pretend  to  in  ajirology ^  'tis  cer- 
tain, that  he  was  an  excellent  j(/irommer,  and,  when  he  came  to 
Babylon,  and  was  made  Emperor  there,  fet  himfelf  to  redify 
the  Chaldean  Year,  which  feems  to  have  flood  unalterable  from 
the  Flood,  till  that  Time.     The  antient  Year  of  the  Chaldeans 
<:oiin{led  of  three  hundred  and  fixty  Days,  or  of  twelve  Months, 

with 
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that  God  would  at  laft  reward  their  Labours  with  Succefs.     A.  M. 
In  the  third  Engagement  Arbaces  himfelf  was  wounded,  and  i^^'^r^'-A 
his  Army  routed,   and  purfu'd  as   far  as  the  Mountains  of  610,  fi/c. ' 
Babylon  y  fo  that  the  chief  Officers  were  for  dil'perfing,  and  f'omi  Kings 
fhifting  for  themfelves,  when  Belefts  gave   them  once  more  ^  "j  ^Z  ^^^ 
AfTurance,  that,  if  they  would  but  continue  together  for  five  Chron. 
Days  longer,  every  Thing,  in  that  Time,  would  have  a  dif-  ^^'VXJ 
ferent  Turn. 

With  much  Intreaty  was  the  Army  prevail'd  on  not 
to  difperfe,  when  fuddenly  News  was  brought,  that  a  great 
Inforcement  was  corning  from  Ba^iria  to  join  the  King,  fo 
that  the  only  Game  which  Arbaces  had  to  play,  was  to 
march  againft  them,  and,  by  all  means  imaginable,  prevail 
with  them  to  revolt ;  wherein  he  fucceeded  beyond  all 
Men's  Hopes  and  ExpetStations,  and  fo  gave  another  Turn 
to  the  Face  of  Affairs. 

A  a  4  S  A  R- 

with  thirty  Days  to  each  Month ;  but  as  this  was  five  Days  and 
a  Quarter  Icfs  than  the  Revolution  of  the  Sun  to  the  fame  Point: 
of  the  Equinox,  the  Egyptians,  in  the  Time  of  Thoth,  (their 
fecond  King,  and  Grandfon  of  Ham)  added  five  Days  to  the 
Year,  fo  that  every  Year  conMed  exa<Slly  of  three  Hundred  Jix- 
tyfinie  Days :  But  then,  in  four  Years,  there  was  one  Day  lefs, 
than  in  fo  many  Julian  Years,  which  in  a  great  Length  of 
Time,  {-viz.  in  1460  Years)  made  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
run  through  all  the  Seafons.  To  prevent  this  Inconfiftency,  the 
Chaldeans,  about  every  fix  Years,  added  to  their  Year  of  36c? 
Days  an  Intercalary  Month,  which  made  their  Years  unequal ; 
and  therefore  Belefts,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  Egyptian 
Aftronomers,  and  finding  that  their  Year  was  equal,  tho'  not  ab- 
ioXaicXy  perfe^,  reduces  the  Babylonian  Year  to  the  fame  Stan- 
dard, i.  e.  he  makes  it  confift  of  three  Hundred  and  fixty-five 
Days,  which  were  divided  into  twelve  Months,  of  thirty  Days 
each,  and  five  Days,  which  were  added  at  the  End  of  the  Year. 
But  then,  becaufe,  in  each  of  thefe  Years,  there  would  be  a  re- 
dundant Quarter  of  a  Day,  and,  in  four  Years,  one  whole  Day, 
inftead  of  the  Biffextile  Day  (as  it  is  in  the  Julian  Computation) 
he  began  every  fourth  Year  a  Day  fooner.  This  Alteration  he 
order'd  to  begin  in  the  firft  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  from  thence 
it  was  called  the  famous  Mra  of  NabonaJJar,  (for  fo  Belejis  was 
likewife  nam'd)  which  continu'd  in  Egybt  to  the  Death  of  An- 
thony and  Cleopatra,  and  was  afterwards  in  Ufe  among  the  Ma- 
thematicians  and  AJlrenomers,  to  the  Time  of  Ptolemy,  who 
made  his  Canon  by  this  Account,  which  is  juftly  efteem'd  the 
fureft  and  moft  ufeful, Guide  of  antient  Chronology,  where  i\\tja- 
rr^^Hiftorians  arefilent.  BedforirsScr'i^WxxQ  Chronology, lib.  vi. 
c.  2.  WhiJlon%  Theory,  lib.  ii.  andChronology  cfiheOldTefla- 
ment,  p.  12. 
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A.  M.         5  y^  i?  i)  ^  iV^ ^  P  y/ Z  1/ 5,  in  the  mean  Time,  knowing 

3-,94-,  ^f-   nothing  of  this,  and  being  elated  with  his  repeated  Succefies, 
^blo  t^'c*  "^^^  indulging  his  Sloth  and  Luxury,   and  preparing  Beafts 
From      for  Sacrifice,  with  Plenty  of  Wine,  and  other  Things  ne- 
j  Kings  viii.  cefTary   to  feaft  and  entertain  his  Soldiers  ;    when  Arbaces^ 
of  I  Chron.  having  Intelligence  by  Deferters  in  what  Condition  his  Army 
^,^V^*w  l^Vj   fearlefs  of  any  Foe,   and  overcome  already  with  Sur- 
feiting and  Drunkenncfs,    broke  into  their  Camp  by  Night, 
and,    having  made  a  terrible  Slaughter    of  molt  of  them, 
forc'd  the  Reft  into  the  City. 

The  King,  after  this  Defeat,  took  upon  him  the  De- 
fence of  the  Place,  and  committed  the  Charge  of  the  Army 
to  Salamenus,  the  Qiieen's'  Brother  j  but  Salemetius  was 
worfted  in  two  pitch'd  Battles,  one  in  the  open  Field,  and 
the  other  before  the  Walls  of  Nineveh^  where  himfelf  was 
flain,  and  moft  of  his  Men  cut  to  Pieces ;  {o  that  all  the 
Refource  which  Sardanapalus  had,  was  to  fuflain  the  Siege 
as  long  as  he  could,  until  the  Succours  (which  he  had  fent 
for  out  of  all  his  Provinces)  fhould  come  to  his  A.fliftance  : 
And  this  he  had  fome  Hopes  of  being  able  to  do,  becaufe 
there  was  an  antient  Prophecy,  that  Nineveh  never  could  be 
taken  by  Force,  until  the  River  become  its  Enemy. 

JRBJCES,  on  the  other  Hand,  was  much  encourag'd 
by  his  SuccefTes,  and  carry'd  on  the  Siege  with  the  utmoft 
Vigour  ;  but  the  prodigious  Strength  of  the  Walls,  which 
were  an  hundred  Foot  high,  and  fo  very  broad,  that  three 
Chariots  might  go  a-breaft  upon  them,  and  the  vaft  Plenty 
of  all  Manner  of  Stores  and  Provifions,  neceflary  for  a  long 
Defence,  hinder'd  him  from  making  any  confiderable  Pro- 
grefs. 

Thus  two  Years  were  fpcnt,  without  any  Profpeft  of 
Relief  on  the  one  Side,  or  of  taking  the  Town  on  the  other. 
In  the  third  Year,  a  continu'd  Fall  of  Rains  made  the  Tygris 
overflow  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that,  coming  into  the  City,  it 
tore  along  with  it  twenty  Fathom  of  the  Wall,  which  Sar- 
dajiapalus  concluding  to  be  the  Accomplifhment  of  the  Ora- 
cle, becaufe  by  this  Means  the  River  was  apparently  become 
an  Enemy  to  the  City,  he  grew  quite  difpirited,  and  gave  up 
all  for  loft.  However,  to  prevent  his  falling  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Enemy,  he  caus'd  a  large  Pile  of  Wood  *  to  be  made 


*  Concerning  this  Pile,  Athenaus  informs    us, That  it 

was  four  hundred  Foot  high,  upon  which  he  plac'd  150  golden 
Beds,  and  as  many  golden  Tables  j    that  he  had  thrown  into  it 

fome  ^ 
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in  the  Court  of  his  Palace,  and  there  heap'd  together  all  his     A.  M. 
Gold,  Silver,    and  royal  Apparel,  and  having  enclos'd  his  3394,  ©"f- 
Eunuchs  and  Concubines  in  the  Midft  of  it,  order'd  it  to  be  g  "g"  ^"  * 
fet  on  Fire,    and   fo  burnt  himfelf  and  them  together.     The  From  i  Kin. 
only  Adlion,    wherein  [m)  thefe  Hiftorians,   who   make  no  ^  "•  *°  '^"^ 
Mention  of  his  Victories,  reprefent  him  as  a  valiant  Man  !  ^  chron. 
Arbaces^  being  inform'd  of  this,  march'd  his  Army  through  (^/"Y'NJ 
the   Breach    of  the    Wall,    and    took    the   City.      After 
this  he  rewarded  his  Followers  according  to   their  Merit ; 
made  Belefis  Governor  of  Babylonia^  Chaldea-,  and  Arabia, 
according  to  their  Compadl,  and  took  the  reft  of  the  Empire 
to  himfelf;  which  put  an  End  to  the  AJJyrian  Monarchy, 
after  it  had  govern'd   all  Afia  (n)  above  thirteen   hundred 
Years,  and,  (according  to  the  Vifion,  which  Daniel  (0)  had 
of  it)  in  it  Conqueft  had  been  as  fwift  as  a?i  Eagle,  but  now 
its  PPings  were  pluck' d. 

fome  Millions  of  Talents  of  Gold  and  Silver,  befides  the  rich- 
eft  Furniture  of  Purple,  and  the  fineft  Garments ;  and  that  this 
Pile  was  fifteen  Days  in  burning.  To  which  Diodorus  adds, 
that  Belefis,  by  Craft,  obtain'd  Leave  of  Arhaces  to  carry  off 
the  A/hes,  under  Pretence  of  building  an  Altar  with  them  at  Ba- 
bylon, by  which  Means  he  gain'd  an  immenfe  Treafure.  But 
all  this  looks  more  like  a  Romance,  than  a  true  Hiftory.  Bed- 
fordh  Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vi.  c.  2.  in  the  Notes. 

{m)  Jufuny  lib.  i.  and  Athenaus,  lib.  xii.  C  I  2.     (n)  Jujiin, 
lib.  i.  (0)  Dan.  vii.  4. 
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CHAP.    I. 

Containing  an  Account  of  Things^  from  the  Babyt 
tONisH  Captivity^  to  the  Birth  <?/ Christ.  Li 
all  588  Tears. 

The  History. 

A.  M.  I\  FTER  the  Return  of  Nebuchadnezzar^  and  his 
3417,  &c.  /-%  vicStorious  Army  to  Babylon^  all  thofe  Jeivs^  who 
fs"^"  ^T"^'  ^^^  ^^^"^  °^  ^"^>  ^^"^  taken  Refuge  among  neigh- 

From  Jer.  bouring  Nations,  or  had  hid  themfelves  in  the  Fields  and 
xl.  7.  to  xlv.  Deferts  of  their  own  Country,  hearrng  that  Gedaliah  was 
alld^f^om'  made  Governor  of  the  Land,  reforted  co  him  at  Mizpah  f, 

Ezra  i.  to  v'  wherC 

Gedaliah  is  -^  \n  the  Hiftory  oi  Jacob,  we  read,  that  after  a  Stay  of  feve- 
^orofT^'^'  ^^^  ^^^'■s  at  Haran,  making  his  Efcape  from  thence,  he  was 
dea  and  Overtaken  hy  Laban,  his  Father-in-Law,  in  a  mountainous Traft, 
murther'dby  wHich  was  aftcrwards  a^tAG'tlead,  i.  e.  an  Heap  of  Stones,  ac 
inimael.  alfo  Mijpeh,  i.  e.  a  Watch-Tonver,  becaufe  at  the  Covenant, 
which  was  made  between  Laban  and  him,  an  Heap  of  Stones 

was 
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where  he  fet  up  his  Refidence.    Among  thefe  were  'Johanan     A.  m. 
and  Jonathan,  the  Sons  of -^^r^^^,    and   IJhmael,  the  Son  ^^^'7,  <^f. 
of  Nethaniah,  with  divers  others  ;  But  I/lomael  came  to  him  (js^^  sf" 
out  of  a  treacherous  Intent  only  ;  for  heing  of  the  Blood-  From  jer. 
Royal,  he  reckon'd  to  make  himfelf  King  of  Judca,   now  ^jj  j^^^''!^* 
that  t\\c  Chaldeans  were  gone,  and,   to  that  Purpofc,  had  and  from' 
form'd  a  Confpiracy  to  kill  Gedal'iah,  and  feize  on   the  Go-  Ezra  i.  to  v. 
vernment,  wherein  Baalis  f,  King  of  the  Ammonites,  was  --/"^"N-* 
confederate  with  him. 

His 

was  gather'd  to  remain  a  Monument  of  it,  and,  upon  that  Oc- 

cafion,  Lahati%  Exprcflions  are  thefe ~  The  Lordnvatch 

betn.veen  me  and  thee,  ivhen  ive  are  ahfint  one  from  another.  If 
thou  -doilt  aff,i£l  my  Daughters,  or  if  thou  ivilt  take  ether  Wi'ves, 
bejides  my  Daughters,  no  Man  is  'u.ith  us  j  fee,  God  is  Witr.efs 
between  me  and  thee.  Gen.  xxxi.  49,  50.  From  that  Time,  the 
Place  where  this  Covenant  was  made,  and  where  probably  in 
Memory  of  it  a  City  in  After  Ages  was  built,  was  called  .VV;:::- 
pah.  It  was  fituate  on  the  Eall  Side  of  the  River  Jordan,  and, 
in  the  Divifionof  the  Land,  fell  to  the  Tribe  of  £)«»  ;  and  here 
it  was,  that  Gedaliah  chofe  to  fix  his  Habitation,  or  perhaps  was 
order'd  to  fix  it  here,  becaufe  it  lay  ncarelt  of  any  to  Babylon, 
from  whence  he  was  to  receive  his  Inftrudlions,  as  to  the  Admi- 
riltration  of  the  Government.  Wells\  Geography  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  Vol.  I. 

f  That  I/hmael,  who  was  of  the  Blood-Royal  of  Judah, 
fhould  attempt  to  take  away  the  Life  oi  Gedaliah,  is  no  Wonder 
at  all.  His  Envy  of  the  other's  Promotion,  and  his  Ambition 
to  make  himfelf  a  King,  might  be  ftrong  Incitements  to  what  he  , 
did  ;  but  why  Baalis  fhould  have  any  Hand  in  fo  black  a  De-  " 
fign,  we  can  hardly  imagine  any  other  Reafon,  than  the  antient 
and  inveterate  Hatred,  which  the  Ammonites  always  had  againft 
the  Hebreius,  and  therefore  this  King  of  theirs,  feeing  that  the 
Je^fly  Nation  was,  at  this  Time,  in  a  Manner,  brought  to  no- 
thing, was  minded  to  take  Revenge  for  all  the  Injuries,  that  his 
Anceftors  had  receiv'd  from  them,  and  to  give  the  finifliing 
Stroke  to  their  Ruin,  by  cutting  oil"  their  Governor,  and  fo  dif- 
perfing  all  the  Remains  of  that  unhappy  People,  which  was  now 
gather'd  together  at  Mizpah.  But  whatever  their  V^iews  might 
be,  it  is  certain,  that  they  put  their  Deiign  in  fpeedy  Execution; 
for  the  Murther  of  Gedaliah  happened  but  two  Months  after  the 
Deftruftlon  of  the  City  and  Temple  of  Jerufahm,  viz.  in  the 
feventh  Month,  (which  is  Tifri,  and  anfwers  in  Part  to  our  5^^- 
tember  and  OSiober)  and  on  the  thirtieth  Day  of  the  Month  :  For 
that  Day  the  feivs  have  kept  as  a  Faft,  in  Commemoration  of 
this  Calamity  (which  indeed  was  the  Completion  of  their  Ruin) 
ever  fmce.  Calmet\  Commentary  on  Jer.  xl.  14,  &nd  Pride^uxs 
Connedtion,  Anno  58S, 
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A.  M.         His  Defign  however  was  not  carry'd  on  fo  fecrctly,  but 
A^n'u'chtlft.  *^^'-  Johanan^  the  Son  of  Kereab,   got  notice  of  it,  and  ac- 
587,  £f<r.      quainted  the  Governor  with  it :     But  he,  being  a  Man  of  a 
From  Jer.    generous  Temper,  and   not  apt  to  entertain  Jealoufies  of 
all  Daniel  ^  o^^^ers,  toolc  no  Notice  of  Johananh  Information,  but  con- 
and  from'    tinu'd  the  fame  friendly  Correfpondence  with  IJhmael^  that 
Xzia  i.  to  V.  he  had  ever  done.     This  gave  the  Traitor  an   Advantage 
^^^^^  againft  him ;  for   pretending  to   pay  him  a  Vifit  one  Day, 
he  and  his  Confederates  (at  a  Time  when  the  People  were 
gone  out  to  Harveft-workj  fell  upon  him,  and    flew   him, 
even  while  he  was  entertaining  them   at  his  Table.     With 
him  he  murther'd  all  the  ^ews  and  Chaldeans^   that  were  at 
Mizpah,  except  fome  few,  whom  he  made  Captives  j  and 
having  kept  the  Matter  private,  the  next  Day  but  one,   he 
deftroy'd  fourfcore  Ijraelites^  who  were  coming,  in  a  mourn- 
ful Manner  *,  with  their  Oblations   into   the  Town,  and 
there  put  them  all  to  the  Sword,  except  ten,  who,  for  the 
Redemption  of  their  Lives,  ofFer'd  him  all  the  *  Treafurcs 
they  had  in  the  Field. 

After  thisMaflacre,  IJlmaeU  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe 
in  Mizpah^  took  the  Captives  with  him,  (among  whom 
were  King  Zedekiab's  Daughters)  and  was  making  the  beft 

\ 

*  The  Tokens  of  their  Mourning  are  faid  td  be,  -  Thai 
they  had  their  Beards  JI}a<veny  and  their  Cloathi  rent,  and  that 
they  had  cut  thsmfel'vcs,  Jer.  xli.  5.  For  the'  it  was  an  exprefs 
Prohibition  in  the  Law,  Ye  Jhall  not   make  any  Cuttings  in  your 

^  Flfjb  for  the  Dead,  nor  print  any  Marks  upon  you,  Levit.  xix.  z8. 
yet  this  feems  to  relate  only  to  fuch  Pradlices,  when  they  became 
fuperjiitious,  and  were  done  in  Honour  to  falfe  Gods  j  for,  in  Cafes 
of  ordinary  Mourning  for  the  Dead,  or  for  any  other  grievous 
Difafter,  the  Words  of  the  Prophet  feem  to  imply,  as  if  they 
had  been  permitted  in  common  Ufe :  Both  the  Great  and  the 
Small  Jhall  die  in  the  Land  :  They  Jhall  not  be  buried,  neither  • 
Jhall  Men  lament  for  them,  nor  cut  thernjel'ves,  nor  make  them- 
felves  bald  for  them,  neither  Jhall  Men  tear  themfelnies  in  Mourn- 
ing to  comfort  them  for  the  Dead,  Jer.  xvi.  6,  7. 

*  Treafures  (according  to  the  common  Phrafe  of  Scripture) 
fignify  any  Thing,  that  is  hid  or  kept  in  Referve,  whether  it  be 
Gold,  Silver,  Corn,  Wine,  Oil,  Apparel,  or  any  other  Thing: 
And  among  the  People  of  the  Eaji,  it  was  an  ufual  Thing  to 
bury  their  Corn,  and  other  Provifions,  in  deep  Holes,  and  Ca- 
verns, which  they  dug  and  filled  up  fo  very  dexteroufly,  that 
no  one  could  perceive  that  the  Earth  had  been  mov'd,  nor 
could  any  find  them  out,  but  thofe  who  made  them.  Calmet'i 
Commentary. 
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of  his  Way  to  the  King  of  the  Ammonites,  when  Johanan     A.  M. 
and  the  reft  of  the  Captains  of  Judah,  hearing  of  this  de-  Ali'/'c^rift. 
teftable  Deed,  made  after  him  with  what  Forces  they  could  5S7]  ^fr. 
get  together  :   But,  when  he  perceiv'd  them  coming,  he  left  From  ]=»"• 
all  his  Train  behind  him,  and,  with  only  eight  Men,  made  ^j] '^^^^J^^^' 
his  Efcape  into  the  Land  of  Amman.  and  from' 

JOHANAN,  and  the  reft  of  the  Captains,  being  thus  E^f*  '•  t"  ''• 
left  with  all  the  People,  and  now  refledting  on  what  IJhmael  )j:f^^'^** 
had  done  to  Gedaliah,  began   to    be  apprehenfive,  that  the  that  well 
Chaldeans  might  poffibly  revenge  his  Death  upon  them,  and  /^/>,  afur 
therefore,  for  fear  of  the  worft,  they  retir'd  to  Chim.ham  f,  ^"  ^fi".!^' 
not  far  from  Bethlehem^  that  in  cafe  they  were  called  to  an  Egypt, 
Account,  they  might  more  readily  make  their  Efcape  into 
Egypt. 

JEREMIAH,  from  the  Time  that  he  parted  with 
Nebuzaradan,  had  taken  up  his  Abode  with  Gedal'iah  the 
Governor  ;  but,  after  his  Death,  among  the  reft  of  the 
Captives,  was  carry'd  from  thence  by  IJhmael  the  Confpira- 
ter,  and  now,  upon  his  Defeat,  accompany'd  Johanan,  and 
the  reft  of  his  Countrymen,  to  their  new  Habitation  at  Chim- 
ham.  Here  they  had  not  been  long,  before  Johanan,  and 
the  other  Princes  of  the  People,  came  to  requeft  of  him,  that 
he  would  confult  the  Lord  concerning  their  intended  Journey 
into  Egypt,  with  warm  Profeflions  however  of  a  ready  Com- 
pliance with  whatever  he  ftiould  think  fit  to  enjoin  them. 
The  Prophet  did  fo :  And,   in  ten  Days  Time,  return'd 

them  this  Anfwer  from  God, "  That,  if  they  would 

"  tarry  in  Judea,  and  live  peaceably  under  the  King  of 
*'  Babylon,  he  would  fcreen  them  from  their  prefent  Dan- 
*'  ger,  and  incline  the  Heart  of  their  Conqueror  to  be  fa- 
*'  vourable  to  them  ;  but  that,  if  they  perfifted  in  their  In- 
'*  tention  of  going  into  Egypt,  he  would  infallibly  caufe 
"  every  Thing,  they  dreaded,  the  Sword,    the  Famine,  and 

the 

•f-  This  Place  may  be  fuppos'd,  from  2  ^am.  xix.  38,  to  have 
been  antiently  given  by  King  Da^vid  to  Chimham,  the  Son  of 
old  Barzillai  the  Gileadite,  and  which,  at  this  Time,  bore  his 
Name,  tho'  near  five  hundred  Years  after  the  firft  Donation.  It 
was  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Bethlehem,  about  two  Leagues 
from  Jerulalem,  and  hither  the  poor  People  betook  them- 
feives,  becaufe  it  was  at  a  much  farther  Diftance  from 
Babylatiy  than  Mizpah,  and  in  their  ftrait  Way  to  Egypt,  in 
cafe  they  (hould  determine  to  go  thither,  as  they  feem'd  in- 
clinable to  do,  becaufe  there  they  fuppos'd  they  (hould  hai't  no 
War,  mr  hear  the  Sound  of  the  Trumpet,  nor  ha-ue  Hunger  of 
B  read,  Jer.  xlii.  14. 
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A.  M.    "  the  Peftilence,    to  purfue  them."     But,  notwithftandin^ 

Ant^  Cbift  ^°*^  ^^^"'^  °^"  Profcilions,  and  the  Prophet's  Declarations, 

587,  6ff.     (wherein   they  f  blam'd  Baruch,   as    being  acceJJ'ary)   they 

From  Jer.    Were  refolutely    bent  upon  going  into   Egypt  y  and  accord- 

al'l  DaScf ""  '"S'y»  taking  all  the  Remnant  of  Judah^  Men,  Women,  and 

and  from'    Children,  the  King's  Daughters,  Jere?}iiah  the  Prophet,  and 

Ezra  i.  to  v.  Baruch  his  Scribe,  with  them,  they  went  and  fettled  in  the 

*       '''    --'  Country,  until  the  Judgments,  wherewith  God  hath  threat- 

faUitn  1   ^^'^  ^^^^^  Difobedience,  came  upon  them. 

dolatry,  and      The  Jcws  f  wcre  no  fooner  fettled  in  Egypt ^  than  they 

ere  reprovdg^\iQ   thcmfclves  wholly   up   to    Idolatry^    worfhippin"  the 

*^  Jeremiah,  ^(gg^  -j-  of  Heaven,   and  the  other  falfe  Deities  of  the  Land, 

whereupon  "Jeremiah  made  loud  Remonftrances  j  but  all  the 

EfFedt,  which  they  had  upon  them,  was  only  to  make  them 

more  obftinate  in  their  impiety  :  So  that  the  Prophet  was 

oblig'd  to  denounce  God's  fevereft  Judgments  againfl  them 

in  exprefs  Terms,  and,  at  the  fame  Time,   toforetel,  that 

the 

t  The  Words  in  the  Text  are, The  Lord  our  God 

hath  not  fen  t  thee  to  fay.  Go  not  into  Egypt  to  fojourn  there  ;  but 
Baruch,  the  Son  of  Neriah,  fetteth  thee  on  againfi  us,  for  to  deli- 
njer  us  into  the  Hands  of  the  Chaldeans,  that  they  may  put  us  to 
Death,  and  carry  us  anjjay  Capti'ves  into  Babylon,  Jcr.  xliii.  2, 
3.  But  what  Foundation  the  People  fhould  have  for  this  their 
Accufation  againll  Baruch,  it  is  no  eafy  Matter  to  conceive ; 
only  we  may  fuppofe,  that  as  Baruch  was  preferv'd,  and  taken 
care  of,  by  the  Chaldeans,  as  well  as  his  Mafter,  and  was  equally 
againft  maintaining  the  Siege  of  ferufahm,  when  Nebuchad' 
Ticzzar  came  before  it  ;  and  that,  as  he  had  been  fome  Time  at 
5<3^y/o«  himfelf,  (V'ld.  Baruch'i.  i,  3.)  and  was  probably  not  fo 
virulent  in  his  Speeches  againft  the  Chaldeans,  as  the  other  fe^ws 
were;  this,  to  a  blind  and  mutinous  Mob,  was  Reafon  enough 
to  fufpeft  him  of  being  engaged  in  the  Enemies  Party.  Calmet''s 
Commentary. 

•f-  The  Places,  in  which  the  fe'ws  are  faid  to  have  fettled 
themfelves  in  Egypt,  were  Migdol,  Tahpauhes,  Noph,  and  the 
Country  of  Pat  hros,  Jer.  xliv.  1.  Migdol  h  the  fame  Place  in 
Eoypt,  which  Mcfes  makes  mention  of,  Exod.  xiv.  z.  over- 
againft  Baal  zcphon,  not  far  from  the  RedSea.  Tahpanhes,  is 
Daphne,  not  far  from  Pelufimn,  the  firft  City  in  Egypt,  in  the 
Road  from  fudea,  and,  as  it  were,  its  Key.  Noph  is  Memphis, 
fituate  above  the  Parting  of  the  Nile,  or  where  the  Delta  begins, 
and  not  a  little  famous  for  its  Pyramids ;  and  the  Country  of 
Pathros  is  the  fame  with  Thebais,  or  the  Upper  Egypt,  fo  called 
from  the  City  Thebes,  which  was  the  firft  Capital  of  it. 

f  By  which  is  meant  the  Moon,  at  leaft,  if  not  all  the  Planets  ; 
for,  what  we  render  ^een,  in  the  Marginal  Note,  is  called  the 
Frame  of  HeaiJen. 
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the  King  of  Egypt    (under  whofe  Protedion  they  hv'd  fe-    A.  m. 
cure,  as  they  thought)  fhould  be  deliver'd  into  the  Hands  of  a^''''pf '"' 
Nebuchadnezzar  i,  God's  Agent  for  that  Purpofe,  in   like  :;  3*7 '^  ^^'/  ' 
Manner,  as  Zedekiah  was ;  which,  in  the  Space  of  eighteen  From  jer. 
Years  afterwards,  accordingly  came  to  pafs.  *|j  ^p^'°^^'^* 

After   this  we  have   no  more   of  the  Prophet  Jere- ^nd  from  ' 
miah  *,  and  very   little  of  his  Contemporary,  Ezekicl  *.  Ezra  i.  to  t. 

They   -'^X- 

•'  Some  Ac- 
count  of  his 

\  It  is  very  obfervable,  that ,  in  feveral  Places  of  Jeremiah\  Propbefies, 
Prophecy,  (<vt%.  Chap.  xxv.  g.  Chap,  xxvii.  6.  and  Chap,  xliii.  and  tbofe  of 
lo.)  Nebuchadnezzar  \%   called  God's  Ser'vant,  on    Purpofe  to-^^^'"^'* 
fhew  us,  that,  as  great  a  Prince  as   he  was,  he  was  no  more 
than  the  Executioner  of  his  Commands  ;  that  he  was  the  Ge' 
»^r^j/of  his  Troops,  and  that  all  the  Viftories  he  gain'd,  and 
the  Conquefts  he  won,  were  by  his  Direftion  and  Appointment ; 
for  no  Writers  fpeak  with  fo  much  Deference  of  God,  as  do  the 
Prophets,  becaufe  tliey  only  knew,  by  the  Infpiration  of  the 
Divine  Spirit,  to  exprefs,  v/ith  a  proper  Dignity,  what  the  great- 
eft  Monarchs  are  in  Comparifon  with  the  Divine  Majefty.    Cal- 
met\  Commentary. 

*  St.  Jerom  (in  the  Life  of  this  Prophet)  and  Dorotheus  (in 
his  Synopjis  of  the  Lives  and  Deaths  of  the  Prophets  and  A- 
poftles)  tell  us,  that  he  was  fton'd  to  Death  in  Egypt,  by  his 
own  Renegado  Countrymen,  the  Jeivs,  for  preaching  againft 
their  Idolatry  ;  and  of  this  fome  interpret  St.  F^a/'s  E^iOao-S'/jtrav, 
they  ijoere  fionedy  Heb.  xi.  37.  It  appears  indeed  by  the  Ac- 
count we  have  of  their  Behaviour,  Jer.  xliv.  16.  that  they 
Were  bent  both  againft  him,  and  his  Reproofs ;  and  therefore 
it  was  the  more  likely  that  they  were  the  Authors  of  his  Death, 
than  (as  fome  fay)  the  Egyptiatis  were,  for  his  prophefying  a- 
gainft  them,  and  their  King  Pharaoh-hophra.  For  the  Egyp- 
tians (according  to  the  fame  Tradition)  having,  by  the  Prophet's 
Prayers,  been  freed  from  the  Crocodiles,  which  very  much  in- 
fefted  them,  had  him  in  fuch  great  Honour  and  Eileem,  that, 
in  Teftimony  thereof,  they  bury'd  him  in  one  of  their  royal 
Sepulchres.  The  Truth  is,  Jeremiah  was,  all  his  Life-Time, 
expos 'd  to  the  ill  Treatment  of  the  Jevjs,  whofe  Irregularities, 
and  fad  Apoftacy,  he  was  always  reproving  ;  and  therefore  the 
Author  of  the  Book  of  Ecchjiaflicus,  in  the  Encomium  which 
he  gives  of  this  Prophet,  feems  to  draw  his  Charadter  from 
the  Perfecutions  he  endur'di  They  ifitrcated  him  e-vil,  ivho  tie- 
ruerthelffs  ivas  a  Prophet,  fan^iified  in  his  Mother  s  Wo?nb,  Ecclus. 
xlix.  7. 

*  St.  Jerom,  in  his  Life  of  this  Prophet,  tells  us,  tliat  he 
was  put  to  Death  by  a  Prince  of  the  Children  of  Ifracl,  whom 
he  reprov'd  for  his  Idolatry ;  but  who  this  Prince  of  ihcjeivijb 

NauoQ 
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A.  M.  They  both,  no  doubt,  continu'd  in  their  frophetick  Of- 
Ant'' C^if.  ^^^  ""^'^  ^^^'^  Death  j  but  when,  and  where,  that  happen'd, 
587!  £ff. '  or  by  whofe  Means  it  was  occafion'd,  the  Scripture  is 
Fromjer.xl.  fiient,  and  Tradition  is  uncertain.  This  however  we  may 
DaSef  ""and"  ^^^'■^  frotti  their  own  Writings,  that,  after  they  had  dif- 
from  Ezra  i.  charg'd  their  Duty  to  their  own  People  the  Jews,  they 
tov.  ■were  direded  by  God  to  addrefs  the  reft  of  their  Predidtions 

^"^"V"^  chiefly  to  the  Gentiles.  Accordingly  we  find  Jeremiah 
prophefying  againft  Egypt  in  the  xlvith  Chapter ;  againft  all 
the  Philijiines,  in  the  xlviith  ;  againft  the  Moabites,  in  the 
xlviiith  J  againft  Amman,  Edom,  and  other  People,  in  the 
xlixthi  and  againftS^Z'y<7«in  thelth,  and  lij  with  feme  Pro- 
mifes,  here  and  there  interfper'd,  concerning  the  Redemption 
of  Ifrael.  In  like  Manner  we  find  £z^i/W  prophefying  againft 
the  Ammonites,  in  the  xxvth  Chapter  ;  againft  the  Tyrians, 
and  thofe  that  traded  with  them,  in  the  xxvith  and  xxviith  ; 
againft  the  Prince  of  Tyre,  in  the  xxviiith  j  againft  Egypt, 
in  the  xxixth,  xxxth,  xxxift,  and  xxxiid  ;  againft  the  Shep- 
herds of  Ifrael,  in  the  xxxivth  ;  againft  the  Edomites  in  the 
xxxvth ;  and  againft  the  Enemies  of  the  Church  of  God, 
under  the  Name  of  Gog  and  Magog,  in  the  xxxviiith  and 
xxxixth  ;  with  Promifes  of  a  Reftoration  (efpecially  in  the 
xxxvith  and  xxxviith)  to  his  Captive  Countrymen,  and  a 
long  Defcription  of  the  Rebuilding  of  the  Temple  and  City, 
(wherewith 4^e  concludes^  as  a  fure  Confirmation  of  it. 
Daniel'j  DANIEL,  who  was  defcended  from  the  Royal  Family 

gcTandhis' oi  i^tfi//^,  in  tlie  firft  Captivity  of  Judah  (which  happen'd 

great  Profi-  Undcf 


cunc 


zy  in 

Babylonf  '"  Nation  (hould  be  upon  the  River  Chebar,  where  Exekiel,  in  the 
Time  of  his  Captivity,  liv'd,  it  is  difficult  to  tell.  He  was  bury'd, 
as  feme  fay,  in  the  fame  Cave,  wherein  Shem,  and  Arfhaxad 
were  depofited,  upon  the  Banks  of  the  Euphrates  ;  but  Benja- 
min of  i'uciela  (in  his  Travels)  tells  us,  that  at  fome  Leagues 
from  Bagdat,  he  faw  a  magnificent  Maufolaum,  which  was  faid 
to  be  this  Prophet's  Tomb,  upon  the  Top  of  which  there  was  a 
famous  Library,  wherein,  (as  they  fay)  was  the  Original oi  the 
Prophet's  Predidtions,  written  with  his  own  Hand  ;  that,  in  the 
Prophet's  Tomb,  there  is  a  Lamp  continually  burning,  main- 
tain'd  at  the  Expence  of  the  Head  of  the  Captivity  of  Bagt/at ; 
that  every  Year,  this  Tomb  is  frequented  by  the  feveral  Heads 
of  the  Captivity,  who  refort  thither  with  a  numerous  Retinue; 
and  that,  not  only  theyeivs,  but  the  Perfians,  Medes,  and  many 
of  the  Mujfulmen,  made  this  a  Place  of  Devotion,  and  came  thi- 
ther to  make  their  Prcfents,  and  perform  their  Vows.  Calmet''% 
Di(5lionary,  under  the  Word  Ezekiel. 
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under  King  'Jehoiaklm)  together  with  his  Friends  Hananiah,     A.  M. 
Mijhael,  znd  Jzariah,  was  carry 'd   to  Babylon,  when  he3H7,  ifd' 
was  as  yet  but  a  Youth.     The  Cuftom  among  Conquerors    "g!,    ^\  ' 
then  was  to  change  the  Names  of  their  Captives,  (efpecially  From' jer.xl. 
when  they  were  to  ferve  in  any  Capacity  about  the  Court)  ^-  toxlv.  all 
and  therefore,  by  the  Order  of  Jfpenax  \   Mafter  of  the  from^^z^r"  i. 
Eunuchs,  Daniel  f  was  called   Beltejha%%ar  ;    Hananiah,  to  v. 
Shadrach  j  Mijhael,   Mefhac  ;   and  Jzariah,  Abednego.        V^YVJ 

For  three  Years  they  were  inftru6led  in  all  the  Learning 
of  the  Chaldeans,  and  had  a  daily  Allowance  of  Meat  and 
Wine  from  the  King's  Table  ;  but  Daniel,  who  was  a  de- 
vout Obferver  of  the  Religion  of  his  Country,  defir'd  of 
the  chief  Eunuch,  that  they  might  be  excus'd  from  that^ 
and  have  only  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Water  and  Pulfe 
allowed  them,  which  accordingly  was  granted  ;  and,  by 
the  Time  that  they  had  finilh'd  their  Studies,  they  were 

found 

f  What  we  render  Majier  of  the  Eunuchs,  may  very  likely 
fignify  the  chief  Minifter  of  Nebuchadnezzar'' s  Court.  Such 
Officers,  in  the  Palaces  of  Eajierti  Princes,  were  ufually  called 
Eunuchs ;  becaufe  they,  who  had  the  Controul  of  the  King's 
Honfliold  (as  we  fay)  were  ordinarily  fuch,  the'  many  Times  it 
might  be  otherwife.  The  yetAJs  have  a  Notion,  that  Daniel, 
and  his  three  Companions,  were,  by  the  Order  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, made  Eunuchs,  that  the  P-ophecy  of  Ifaiah  might  be 
fulfilled.  Thy  Sons,  that  jh all  IJfue  from  thee,  f:>all  they  take  a- 
nvay,  and  they  Jh  all  be  Eunuchs  in  the  Palace  of  the  King  of  Ba- 
bylon, Chap,  xxxix.  7.  But  that  is  no  conclufive  Reafon  ;  be- 
caufe, in  that  Prophecy,  as  well  as  in  the  Paflage  we  are  now 
upon,  the  Kame  of  Eunuch  might  mean  no  more,  than  any 
Perion,  who  had  an  Employment  at  Court.  Calmet\  Com- 
mentary. 

f  It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  as  all  their  former  Names  re- 
lated to  the  true  God,  fo  all  the  Names,  which,  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  were  impos'd  upon  thefe  four  Jenvijh  Youths,  had  fome 
Reference  or  other  to  Babylonijh  Idols.  Daniel,  in  Hcbreiv^ 
fignifies  God  is  my  Judge  ;  Belte/hazzar,  in  Chaldee,  is  theTrca- 
fure  of  Baal;  Hananiah,  in  Hebreixi,  is  nveli  plcafng  to  God  ; 
Shadrach,  in  Chaldee,  the  hfpiration  of  the  Sun  ;  Mifhael,  in 
Hebre^w,  proceeding  from  God;  Mejhach^  in  Chaldee,  belonging 
to  the  Goddefs  Shefhach  ;  Azariah,  in  Hebreiv,  God  is  my  Help  ; 
and  Abednego,  in  Chaldee,  the  Servant  of  Nago,  i.  e.  the  Sun^ 
or  the  Morning-Star,  both  Deities  among  the  Babylonians^ 
and  fo  called  becaufe  of  their  Brightnefs.  Calmet'a  Commen- 
tary on  Dan.  i.  7. 

Vol.  IV.  B  b 
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A.  M.    found  to  excel,  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  Learning  there   in 
A^'^'ctrlft  ^og"^J  ^^^  ^^  Magicians  in  the  Country  f  }  and  efpecially 
587,  &c.   Daniel  was  become  very  famous  for  his  Angular  Skill  in  the 
From  Jer.xl.  Knowledge  and  Interpretation  of  Dreams. 
DaSef^and      ^'^  ^°  happen'd  one  Night,  that  King  Nehuchadnezxar 
from  Ezra  i.  had  a  Dream,  which  left  ftrong   Impreflions  upon  his  Spi- 
te V.  rits  J  but  the  Thing    which  made  him   uneafy,  was,    that 
^-'''^Y^  he  could   not    recoiled  the   Subftance  of  it.     To  aflift  his 
Kinghil  '   Memory  in  this  Refpeft,  he  fummon'd  all  his  wife  Men  to- 
Dreams,<i«^gethcr,  (thofe  efpecially  that  pretended  to  Divination)  de- 
iheir  Inter-  landing  of  them   what  his  Dream   was  j  but  when  they 
fretaticn,     g„(]gavour'd  to  cxcufe   themfelves  upon  the  prefum'd  Im- 
poffibility   of   the  Thing,    he  fell  into  fuch  a  Paflion,  that 
ne  order'd  all,  who  profefs'd  Magick  f  in  his  Dominions,  to 
be  inftantly  put  to  Death. 

Undebi 

•j-  The  Prophet  Daniel  makes  great  Mention  of  tlatk  Sort 
of  People,  and  ranks  them  under  thefe  four  different  Kinds. 
The  Chartumimy  the  Afaphim,  the  Mecafphim,  and  the  Chajdim, 
Chap.  ii.  2.  Chartumim,  according  to    the  Sep/uagint,    figniHes 
Sophias  ;  but,  according  to  St.  Jerom,  Di'viners,. Fortune-teller i^ 
Caflers  of  Nati'vity,  ice.  Afaphim  has  no  Derivation  from  the 
Chaldee  Tongue,  but  no  fraall  Refemblance  to  the  Greek  Word 
j-0^0?,  (whether  the  Greeks  look  this  Word  from    the  Babylo- 
nians, or  the  Babylonians  from  them)  and  therefore  the  Septua- 
g'tnt  have  render'd  it  by  Philofophers.    Meeafphim,  is  thought 
by  fome  to  be  Necromancers,  fuch  as  pretended  to  raife  the  Dead 
to  gain  Intelligence  of  Things y«/«rf  J  but  the  Septuagint  have 
render'd  it  by  a  Word,  that  denotes  fuch  Enchanters,  as  made 
Ufe  of  noxious  Herbs,  and  Drugs,  the  Blood   of  Fi£iims,  and 
the  Bones  of  the  Dead,  for  their  fuperftitious  Operations.    The 
other  Word,    Chafdim,    is  the  fame  with  the  Chaldeans,    and 
here  fignifies  a  Soit  of   Philofophers    among    the  Babylonians^ 
who  dwelt  in  a   feparate  Part   of  the  City,  and  were    exempt 
from  all  publick  Offices  and  Employments.     Their   Study  was 
natural  Philofophy,  Aftrology,  Divination,    or  the  Foretelling 
of  future  Events  by  the  Obfervation  of  the  Stars,  the  Interpre- 
tation of  Dreams,  the    Science   of  Auguries,  the   Worfliip  of 
their  Gods,  ^c.  as  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  i.  gives  us  an  Account 
of  them.     Calmet''s  Didlionary   under  the  Word  Magicians. 

•f  Magick  is  properly  of  three  Kinds,  Natural,  Artificial^ 
and  Diabolical.  The  lirft  of  thefe  is  no  other  than  Natural 
Philofophy,  but  highly  improv'd  and  advanc'd;  whereby  thePer- 
fon,  that  is  well  {killed  in  the  Power  and  Operation  of  natural 
Bodies,  is  able  to  produce  many  wonderful  EfFefls,  miftaken  by 
the  Illiterate  for  o'/«^»/;V<?/ Performances,  but  fuch  as  lie  per- 

feaiy 
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Und6r.  this   Denomination   and  Sentence,  were  Daniel    A.  M. 
and  his  three  Friends  included  ;  and  therefore,   underftanding  34i7,  ©'^. 
the  Reafon  of  this  fudden  Decree,  Daniel  app\y'd  himfelf  to   587^  ^'^^" 
jlrioch^   Captain  of  the  Guard,  deflring    a  fhort  Refpite   of  F'omjer.*!. 
its  Execution j   in  which  Time  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  I"  '°l'^'  ^^^ 
but  to  give  the  King  full  Satisfa<Stion,  both  as  to  his  Dream  from  Ezra  i. 
f,  and  the  Interpretation  of  it :  And  fo  proceeding   to    his  fo  v. 
three  Friends,  he  acquainted  them  with  what  he  had   un-  ■-'O/^^sA 
dertakeni  and  defir'd    their  joint  Prayer  to    Godj  that    he 
Would  be  pleas'd  to  reveal   this  great   and    important  Se- 
cret to  him  ;  which  accordingly  was  done  that  very  Night. 

The  next  Morningi  after   he  had  return'd   Praife  and' 
Thankfgiving  to  God  for  this  fingular  Vouchfafement,  he 
repair'd  to  the  Palace,  and^  being  introduc'd  by   the   Cap- 
tain of  the  Guardj  was  a(k'd  by  the  King,  if  he  had  found 
out    his  Dream  ?  *'  You  faw  *,  fays   he,  O  King,  an  I- 

B  b  2  *'  mage 

fcftly  within  the  Verge  bf.  ISfature.  Artificial  Magick  is  what 
we  call  Legerdemain,  or  Slight  of  Hand  (the  merry  Tricks  of 
Jugglers,  as  we  corrupt  the  Joculatores)  far  from  exceeding  the 
J'ower  of  Art,  tho'  many  Times  they  pafs  with  the  Vulgar 
for  diabolical  likewife.  Diabolical  Magick  is  that  which  is 
done  by  the  Help  of  the  Devil,  who,  having  great  Skill  in  na- 
tural Caufes,  may  aflift  thofe,  that  are  in  League  and  Covenant 
with  him,  to  do  many  ftrange  and  aftonilhing  Things.  It  feems 
however  by  the  Difcourfe,  which  pafs'd  between  Nebuchadnez- 
zar and  his  Magicians,  that  they  had  no  Knowledge  in  the 
Sciences  they  pretended  to  5  that  the  King  himfelf  look'd  upon 
them  as  no  better  than  a  Pack  of  Impoftors :  And  that  they 
had  no  Familiarity  with  any  wicked  Demons,  who  might  have 
help'd  them  out  at  this  dead  Lift;  otherwife,  they  would  not  have 
told  the  King,  //  is  a  rare  Thing,  ivhich  the  King  requireth,  and 
there  is  none  other,  that  can  fie^vo  it  before  the  King,  except  the 
Gods,  ivhofe  Dnjuelling  is  not  injithFlejh,  Dan.  ii.  H.  Vid.  Ed- 
luard's  Body  of  Divinity,  Vol.  I. 

f  Some  are  of  Opinion,  that  Nebuchadnezzar'' &  Dream,  and 
the  Interpretation  thereof,  were  both  revealed  to  Daniel,  while 
he  was  afleep  ;  but  others  rather  think,  that  it  was  in  a  Vifion, 
while  he  was  awake,  becaufe  tlie  Prayer  and  Thankfgiving  which 
he  made  to  God,  feem  to  infmuate,  that  he  was  awake  ;  tho'  we 
cannot  fee,  why  he  might  not  receive  the  Re'velation,  in  his  Sleep, 
and  return  God  Thanks  for  it,  as  foon  as  he  awoke.  Calmst\ 
Commentary. 

*  J^fiphus  introduces  Daniel,  as  making- this  Preamble  to  his 
Difcovery,  and  Explanation  of  the  King's  Dream.  **  It  is  not 
*'  any  high  Conceit  of  my  own  Wifdom,  as  if  I  underhand 
*'  more   than    the    Chaldeans   do,  or  any    defign'd   Reproach 

upon 
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A.  M.  **  mage  of  a  vaft  Dimenfion  f,  excellent  in  Bright- 
^^'^'chd'f  "  "^^^»  ^"'  terrible  in  Afpefl.  I'he  Head  of  this  I- 
587]  &c.  '  "  mage  was  of  fine  Gold,  the  Bread  and  Arms  of  Sil- 
From  Jer.xl.<«  ver,  the  Belly  and  Thighs  of  Brafs,  the  Legs  of  Iron, 
7.  toxiv.aHct  jijiJ  the  Feet,  partly  Iron,  and  partly  Clay.  You  faw 
f.om^Ezra'i."  likewife,  O  King,  a  Stone  cut  out  of  the  Mountain,  but 
to  V.  "  from  whence  it  came  you  knew   not.     This  Stone,  fal- 

w/^ifS*) "  ling  upon   the  Feet    of    the   Image,    brake  them    into 
*'  Pieces,  and  then  the  reft  of  the  Image  moulder'd  into 

"  Duft, 

"  upon  them,  for  not  being  able  to  refolvea  Queftion,  which  I 
"  am  able  to  unriddle,  tliat  I  engage  in  this  Matter  ;  for  I 
*'  am  not  a  Perfon,  that  pretends  to  more  Skill  and  Know- 
*•  ledge,  than  my  Neighbours  ;  but  it  is  purely  the  Work  of 
*•  God,  in  Pity  to  the  Miferable,  and  in  Mercy  to  my  Prayers, 
*'  for  the  Life  and  Safety  of  myfelf  and  my  Friends,  that  has 
*'  now  laid  open  this  Dream  to  me,  and  explain'd  the  Mean- 
'•  ing  of  it.  Nor  have  I  been  fo'  follicitous  for  the  Safety 
"  of  myfelf,  and  my  Companions  under  your  Difpleafure,  as 
"  for  your  own  Honour  and  Glory,  left  you  fhould  tarnilh  them, 
"  by  putting  to  death  (contrary  to  all  Right  and  Juftice)  fo 
"  many  worthy  Men,  merely  becaufe  they  were  not  able  to  do 
■'*'  a  Thing,  that  is  impoffible  for  Flefh  and  Blood  to  perform." 
"Jt'wijh  Antiq.  lib.  x.  c.  1 1 .  This  is  to  be  obferv'd  however, 
that  tho'  a  great  Part  of  the  Book  of  Daniel  be  in  Hebrenv, 
^  yet  this  Speech  of  his  to  the  King,  as  well  as   the   Dialogue, 

which  pafs'd  between  the  King  and  the  Magicians  ;  the  King's 
Decree,  wherein  he  orders  the  golden  Statue  to  be  worlhipp'd  ; 
and  that  other,  wherein  he  declares  his  Dream  of  the  vail  large 
Tree,  which  Daniel  expounded  ;  the  Hiftory  of  the  Feaft, 
.  which  Bi'IJhazzar  made  ;  of  his  Profanation  of  the  facred  Vef- 
fels,  and  the  terrible  Vifion  of  th.e  Hand-Writing,  which  he  faw 
upon  the  Wall  ;  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Darius  ;  the 
Honours  he  conferr'd  on  Daniel,  and  the  Vifion  of  the  four 
Bealls,  denoting  the  four  Monarchies ;  that  all  thefe,  I  fay, 
(i//z.  from  the  4th  Verfe  of  the  iid  Chapter,  to  the  Beginning 
of  the  viiith  Chapter)  are  wrote  in  the  Chaldee,  or  Syriack,  Lan- 
guage, which,  at  that  Time,  were  both  the  fame,  and  both  as 
familiar  to  our  Prophet,  as  was  his  Mother  Tongue.  Calmet\ 
Commentary  on  Dan.  ii.  4. 

-f-  Grotius  accurately  obferves,  that  the  Image  appeared  with 
a  glorious  Luftre  in  the  Imagination  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  whofc 
Mind  was  wholly  taken  up  with  Admiration  of  worldly  Pomp 
and  Splendor;  whereas  the  fame  Monarchies  were  reprefented  to 
Daniel  under  the  Shape  of  fierce  and  wild  Beafts,  (Chap,  vii.)  as 
being  the  great  Supporters  of  Idolatry  and  Tyranny  in  the  World. 
Loixth^  Commentary,  on  Dan.  ii. 
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**  Duft,    which    the   Wind   difpers'd,    fo  that  it  was  no      A.  M. 
*'  more  to  be  feen  ;  but  the  Stone,  which,  in   this  Manner*,  34 '7,  Sfc* 
''  deftroy'd  the  Image,  increas'd  to  a  great  Mountain,   and    "g^^  ^'^. 
*'  filled  the  Earth.     This,  O  King,  was  the  Dream  :  And  Fro^  jer. 

*'  the  Interpretation  +  of  it  is  this. You,    who  are  Su-^}^^  ^  '"  l''"' 

"  preme  above  other  Kings,  and  to  whom  the  God  of  Hea-and  fi&m' 
*'  ven   hath  given  Power,    and  Strength,    and  Glory,    are  Ezra  i.  to  v. 
*'  fignify'd  by  this  Head  of  Gold.     After  you  another  King-  ^OT"*^ 
*'  dom  Ihall  arife,    but  as  inferior  to  your's,  as  Silver  is  to 
*'  Gold.     After  that  there  fhall  arife  a  third  Kingdom,  em- 
B  b  3  blem'd 

•f-  By  thefe  different  Emblems  of  Metals  and  Stone,  God  in- 
tended to  fignify  to  "Nebuchadnezzar  the  feveral  Empires,  that 
were  to  be  in  the  World.  The  Affyrian  or  Chaldean  is  repre- 
fented  by  Gf?/^,  becaufe  it  was  Unt  firji,  and  the  moft  magnificent, 
if  not  themoft  extevjinje,  and  Nebuchadnezzar,  being  then  upon 
the  Throne,  is  faid  to  be  Headoi  it.  That  of  Sil^uer  is  the  Perjia?:, 
founded  by  Cyrus,  upon  the  Ruins  of  the  Chaldean,  but  inferior 
to  the  Chaldean  in  its  Duration  at  leaft,  if  not  in  its  Extent. 
That  of  Brafs  is  the  Grecian,  founded  by  Alexander,  upon  the 
Ruins  of  the  Perjtan,  and  its  Charafter  is,  that  it  Jhould  bear 
Rule  over  all  the  Earth,  Pan.  ii.  39.  which  was  verify 'd  in  its 
great  Founder ;  for,  upon  his  Return  from  India  to  Babylon,  the 
Bmbaffadors  of  almoft  all  the  known  Parts  of  the  World  refort- 
ed  thither,  to  pay  their  Homage  ^nd  Acknowledgment  of  his 
Dominion.  That  of  Iron  is  the  Roman  Empire,  which  is  dif- 
tinguilh'd  by  its  breaking  in  Pieces,  andfuhduing  all  Thijigs,  Ver. 
40.  For,  whilft  it  was  in  its  full  Strength  and  Vigour,  under 
its  Confuls  and  firft  Emperors,  it  brought  under  its  Dominion  all 
the  Kingdoms  and  States,  that  were  then  fubfifting  in  Europe, 
Africa,  and  a  great  Part  of  Ajta  ;  but,  from  that  Time,  it  be- 
came a  Mixture  of  Iron  and  Clay.  Its  Emperors  prov'd  moft 
of  them  vicious  and  corrupt,  either  by  their  Tyranny  making 
themfelves  hateful  to  their  Subjeds,  or,  by  their  Follies  and 
Vices,  contemptible.  Laftly,  that  of  the  Stone  out  of  the 
Mountain  is  the  fifth  Monarchy,  or  the  Kingdom  of  the  Mef- 
Jias  ;  which,  againll  all  the  Power  and  Policy  of  the  Roman  Em- 
pire, pr^ailed,  not  by  an  external  Force,  but  by  the  powerful 
Preaching  of  the  Gofpel,  to  the  Suppreffion  and  Defeat  of 
Wickednefs  and  Impiety,  Idolatry  and  Superitition,  and  itfijall 
Ji and  for  e'ver,  and  ne^-ver  be  defiroyed,  Dan.  ii.  44.  which  can 
be  faid  of  no  other  Kingdom,  but  that  of  Jcfus  Chrifl,  which, 
for  thefe  feventeen  hundred  Years  and  upwards,  has  withllood 
the  Violence  of  Perfecutions,  and  all  other  Contrivances  form'd 
againll  it,  and  has  the  fure  Promifes  of  its  Almighty  Founder 
on  its  Side,  that  the  Gates  of  Hell  fhall  not  pre'vail  againji  it. 
Matt.  jrvi.  1 8.     Qalmet\  Commentary. 
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A.  M.  "  blem'd  by  Brafs,  which  {hall  govern  the  Earth ;  but  th^ 
S+'7> j^'-  *t  fourth  Kingdom  (hall  be  as  ilrong  as  Iron,  and  vanquiih 
587,  £?<:."  all  the  reft.  And,  whereas  the  Feet  were  partly  /r<?«, 
Fromjer.  «'  and  partly  Clay^  this  Kingdom  (hall  be  divided  ;  Part  of 
^'iD  n^ef  ^  "  ^'"  ^^^^  ^^  ftrongi  and  Part  of  it  weak,  as  Clay  and  Iron 
and  from'  "  cannot  be  folidly  mix'd  together;  but  in  the  Times  of 
Jzisii.  to  V.  «<  thefe  Empires  the  God  of  Heaven  fhall  fct  up  another 
Vi/'V^^^ «'  Kingdom,  (fignify'd  by  the  Stone)  which  (hall  prevail  a- 
*'  hove  all,  and  itfelf  never  be  deftroy'd,  ^c" 

Surpriz'd  at  ^his  wonderful  Dilcovery,   the  lying  fell 

proftrate  before  Daniel,  f  and  was  ready  to  pay  him  divine 

Honours.     He  loaded  him  howeVer  with  Prefents,  and  rich 

Gifts  i  fet  him  at  the  Head  of  his  learned  Men  ;  made  him 

Governor  over  the  whole  Province  of  Babylon  ;  and,  at  his 

Requeft,    put  his  three  Friends  into   Places   of  the    higheft 

Truft  under  him.     Bu^  all  this  happen'd  (a)  before  the  Siege 

of  "Jeriifalem. 

He,  cndhh      NEBUCHJD  NE  Z  Z  J  R,    being  now  return'd 

Fnends,  re  Homc,    out  of  the  Spoils  which  he  had  brought  from  Syria 

■wcrpfthe  and  Pakjiine,  order'd  a  golden  Statue  *  ^o  be  madcj   thirty 

Image  ivhich  Yards, 

the  kivgbad 

niirtc'ulouljy       '^  ^ ei»chadne%«.ar  feems,   in   a  fjdden  Tranfport,  to  have 
rejcued  from\oo^di  upon  Daniel^  as  having  fomething  more  than  Human  in 
the  fiery       him;  juft  as  the  Barbarians  thought  of  St.  Fauly  Afls  xxviii. 
Furnace.       ^    ^nd  therefore  it  is  faid,  that  he  fell  on  his  Face  and  njuorjhipped 
him  ;  becaufe  the  doing  of  Reverence,  by  Way  of  Proftration, 
is  not  only  an  Aft   of  Worfliip    paid  to  God,  but   frequently 
given  to  Kings  and  great  Men  in  the  Old  Teftament,  according 
to  the  Cuflom  of  Eajlern   Countries,  2  Sam.  ix.  6.  and  fome- 
times  even  to  Prophets,  on  Account   of  the   Sandlity   of  their 
Office,  I  Kings  xviii.  7.  nor  was  it  ufually  refus'd  by  them,  except 
fuch  Circumftances  were  added  to  it,  as  made  it  look  like  Di- 
vine Worlhip,  and  then  it  was  always  rejeded,  as  in  the  Cafe 
of  St.    Peter,  Ads   x.    26.     Loavth's  Commentary    on    Dan. 

iJ-  43- 

{a)  Fix.  in  the  (ey^nth  Year  of  Jekoiakintt  according  to 
Prideaux. 

*  Grotius  is  of  Opinion,  that  the  Image,  which  Nebuchad- 
vexzar  fet  up,  was  the  Figure  of  his  Father  Nabopolajfary 
whom,  by  this  Means,  he  intended  to  deify  ;  but  others  think, 
that  it  was  his  ow(i  Statue,  which  he  eredted,  to  gain  the  Ado- 
rations of  his  People  in  this  Form.  We  cannot  however,  in 
>vhat  we  find  Nebuchadnezzar  faying  to  DaniePi  Friends,  per- 
ceive that  he  any  where  upbraids  them  with  Contempt  ofFer'd 
cither  to  his  Peiion,  or  his  btatuc,  bui  only  th^t  they  ii'euld  not 

fer've 
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Yards  in  Height,  and  of  proportionable  Bignefs ;  and  having    A.  m. 
fet  it  up  in  the  Plains  of  Dura^  near  Babylon^  he  fummon'd  ^* ' 7j^®j^ 
all  his  Subjeds,  of  whatever  Order  and  Degree,  to  be  pre-  587,  &c'. 
fent  at  the  Dedication  of  it,  and  the  Moment  they  heard  theFromjcr. 
Mufick  ftrike  up,  (which  was  to  be  the  Signal)  to   fall  pro- JId^^"  J'^''* 
ftrate  on  their  Faces,  and  adore  it,  upon  Pain  of  being  thrown  and  from' 
into  a  burning  f  Furnace.  Ezra  i.  to  v. 

Among  the  Captive  Jews^  the  three  Friends  of  Dameli^>^y^*sJ 
Shadrach,  Mejhach^  and  Abednego^  were  accus'd  to  the 
King,  as  having  violated  his  Command  ;  and,  when  they 
were  brought  before  him,  perfifted  in  their  Refufal  to  pay 
Adoration  to  the  Image,  with  fo  much  Conftancy,  that  the 
King,  being  incens'd  thereat,  ordered  thofe  about  him  to 
have  the  Furnace  made  feven  times  hotter  than  it  was  before ; 
to  bind  thefe  bold  Contemners  of  his  Will,  and  caft  them 
immediately  into  it. 

Th  e  Furnace  indeed  was  fo  intenfely  hot,  that  the  Per- 
fons,  who  were  ordered  to  throw  them  in,  were  fcorch'd 
to  Death  ;  but  they  themfelves  came  to  no  manner  of  Harm : 

Vol.  IV,  B  b  4  For 

fet-'ve  his  Gods,  nor  ivorjhip  the  Image,  nuhich  he  had  fet  up.  Dan. 
ill.  1 4.  And  therefore  others  have  imagin'd,  that  this  was  nei- 
ther his  oiv»,  nor  his  Father^s,  Statue,  but  that  of  Jupiter,  which 
was  afterwards  found  in  the  Temple  of  Belus,  when  Xerxes 
plunder'd  it  of  its  inwnenfe  Riches,  among  which  were  feveral 
Images  of  maffy  Gold,  but  one  more  efpecially ^^  F<?o^  high, 
which  might  be  th«  fame,  that  Nebuchadnezzar  confecrated  in 
the  Plains  of  Dura.  For,  tho'  that  is  faid  to  have  been  Jixty 
Cubits,  i.  e,  ninety  Foot,  high,  yet  we  may  fuppofe,  that  it 
flood  upon  a  Pedejialoi  forty  Foot  high,  and  fo  the  Image,  and 
the  Pedeftal  together,  might  make  ninety  (vid.  Vol.  I.  page  310, 
in  the  Notes)  otherwife  there  would  be  no  Proportion  between 
its  Height  and  its  Breadth,  according  to  the  Defcription,  we 
have  of  it,  in  Dan.  iii.  i.  Prideaux^  Connexion  An.  573. 

f  This  Kind  of  Punifhment  was  pretty  common  in  thefe  Parts 
of  the  World,  fo  that  fome  will  have  it,  that  Abraham,  before 
he  departed  from  Chaldea,  was  made  to  undergo  it,  but  efcap'd 
by  a  miraculous  Prefervation  ;  founding  their  Opinion  on  Gen. 
xi,  31.  Of  this  Furnace  in  particular  it  is  related,  that  the 
King's  Ser'vants,  having  receiv'd  the  Command  to  heat  it/e'ven 
Times  hotter,  ceafed  not  to  make  the  O'ven  hot  nvith  Rofin,  Pitch, 
Toiu,  andfmall  Wood ;  fo  that  the  Flame  Jireamed  forth  abonje 
the  Furnace  forty  and  nine  Cubits  ;  and  paffed  through,  and  burnt 
the  Chaldeans,  //  found  about  the  Furnace,  The  Song  of  the 
three  holy  Children,  Ver.  23,  i^c. 
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A.  M.     For  an  Angel  f  from  Heaven   came,  and,  fufpending    the 

All'  civi^i   Agency  ot  the  Fire,  walk'd    in    the  Midft  of  the  Furnace 

'58-,  &e.  vvith  them,  blefling  -j-  and  praifing  God  ;  fo  that   when  the 

Fromjer.  King 

xl.  7.  to  xlv. 

and  from '  f  l^ebuchadnexzar'^s  Expreflion  upon  this  Occafion,  is,  Lo  ! 
Ezrai.  to  v.  I  fee  four  Men  ivalking,  loojc  in  the  Mtiiji  of  the  Fire,  and  the 
\ji/'^i'*\J  Form  of  the  fourth  is  like  the  Son  of  God,  Dan.  iii.  25.  Where- 
upon fome  have  thought,  that  this  Prince,  having  httle  or  no 
Knowledge  of  the  true  Rehgion,  imagin'd  that  he  faw  fame 
De?ni-god,  (an  Apollo,  an  Hercules,  a  Mercury  for  Initance)  the 
Son  of  zfuperior  God,  walking  with  the  three  Hchreiv  Youths 
in  the  fiery  Furnace.  The  Notion,  it  muft  be  own'd,  agrees 
very  well  with  the  antient  Theology  of  the  Grecians,  to  which 
that  of  the  Chaldeans  had  no  fmall  Refemblance  :  But,  as  An- 
gels are  fometim^s  in  Scripture  called  the  80ns  of  God,  Job  i.  6. 
and  xxxviii.  7.  and  moft  Nations  had  not  only  a  Belief  of  their 
Exiilence,  but  high  Conceptions  likewife  of  their  Power  ;  the 
"King  explains  himfelf  what  he  means  by  the  Son  of  God,  when, 
in  Joy  for  their  Deliverance,  he  cries  out,  Blejfed  be  the  God  of 
Shadrach,  Mefhach,  aw^  Abednego,  nvho  hath  fent  his  Angel, 
and  delivered  his  Ser^vants,  that  trujled  in  him  !  Dan.  iii.  28. 
For,  (as  it  is  in  the  Song  of  the  three  holy  Children)  The  Angel  of 
the  Lord  came  do'wn  into  the  Oojen,  together  nvith  Azariah, 
and  his  Filloivs,  andfmote  the  Flame  of  thj  O'ven,  and  made  the 
Midji  of  the  Furnace,  as  it  had  been  a  moift  and  n.vhijiling  Wind, 
fo  tla.t  the  Fire  touched  them  not  at  all,  neither  hurt,  nor  troubled 
them. 

f  According  to   the  Vulgar  Latin  Edition,  in   the   Third 
;  Chapter   of  Daniel,  between  the   Twenty   third   and  Twenty 

fourth  Verfe,  is  added  the  Song  of  the  three  Children  ;  but  being 
no  where  extant,  either  in  the  Hebreiv,  or  Chaldee,  Language, 
and  never  receiv'd  in  the  Canon  of  Holy- Writ  by  the  Jenvifh 
Church,^  or  by  the  antient  Chrijlians,  our  Church  has  thought 
proj-er  to  place  it  among  the  Apocryphal  Writings,  where  it 
ftands  next  to  the  Book  of  Baruch,  tho'  the  Church  of  Rome^ 
by  a  Decree  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  (Seff.  iv.)  has  not  only 
given  it,  but  the  Hiftory  of  Sufanna  likewife,  and  of  Bel  and 
^he  Dr  ^gon,  (which  tnoft  of  the  Antients  look'd  upon  as  mere 
Fables)  a  Place  among  the  Canonical  Scriptures.  The  Song  it- 
felf  confifts  of  two  Parts  ;  a  Prayer,  and  a  Thankfginjing.  The 
Prayer  is  a  devout  ConfefTiop  of  the  Sins  of  the  People,  and 
Acknowledgment  of  God's  Righteoufnefs,  in  bringing  their 
Captivity,  and  other  Calamities,  upon  them  :  And  the  Thankf- 
^injiing  is  a  folemn  Excitation  of  all  Creatures  whatever,  but 
piore  efpecially  of  the  three  f/ij^rf^u  Children,  who  were  thus 
ffi'vedfrom  the  Hand  of  Death,  to  blefs  the  Lord^  praife  him,  and 
^xalt  hint  abonje  all  for  ever. 
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Kino-   (who  ftay'd  to  fee  the  Execution)   perceiv'd  it,  he    A.  M. 
ftarted  up  on  a  fudden,  and,  coming  nearer  to  the  Mouth  of  ^^^'/'ch^rlff 
the  Furnace,  called   upon  them  to  come  forth,    which  they   5V7,  Jc.* 
inftantly  did,  in  the  i^refence  of  him  and  all  his  Attendants,  From  jer. 
without  *  fo  much  as  an  Hair  of  their  Heads  being  fing'd,  Jjjf  ^^^^f ''* 
or  the  leaft  Smell  of  Fire  about  them.     Convinc'd  by  theLd  from' 
Greatnefs   of  this  Miracle,   the  King  himfelf  glorify'd  the  Ezra  i,  to  v. 
God  of  Ifrael  \  publifh'd  an  Ediel  in  Favour  of  the  Jewijh  '-'''"VNJ 
Religion ;  and  gave  thefe  three  glorious  Confeffon  ftill  high- 
er Promotion  in  the  Province  of  ^^fJ^jy/w. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  Judgfnents,  which  the  ^ro^het'^^^^^^^^'^ 
Jeremiah  (b)   had  denounc'd  againft  his  Countrymen,' the ^a^  Egypt, 
Jews,  when  they  rejedted  theCounfel  of  God,  and  fled  intc^"^  dejlroys 
Egypt  ^01  Protedion,  (as  they  vainly  thought)  began  to  ope- ^^^ J^^^' ^^. 
rate:  For,  when  Nebuchaditezzar  underftood  *,   that    xht  treated  thi. 
Subjedls  of  Pharoah  Hophra  had  revolted   from  him,  and'^' 
declar'd  Amafis    (an  Officer  of  his  Court)    their  King,  he 
took  the  Advantage  of  the  inteftine  Troubles  enfuant  there- 
upon, and  having,   in  a  Ihort  Time,  over-run  the  Country 

from 

*  Js  if  the  Flame  it/elf  (according  to  the  Expreflion  of  Jofe- 
phtis)  had  been  confcious  of  the  Injuftice  of  their  Sentence^  arid fuf- 
pended  the  very  Nature  of  its  confuming  Ratify,  in  Fwvour  of  the 
Innocent.     Jcnvijh  Antiquities,  hb.  x.  c.  ii. 

fjb)  Jer,  xliv.  27,.  28. 

*  The  Occafion  of  this  Revolt  is,  to  this  EfFeft,  related  by 
Herodotus,  ■  That  Pharaoh  Hophra  (whom  he  calls 
Apries)  having  loft  a  great  Army  in  Libya  and  (as  fome  ima- 
gin'd)  on  Purpofe,  that,  being  rid  of  them  he  might,  with 
more  Eafe  and  Security,  govern  the  reft,  fell  under  the  Refent- 
ment  of  his  Subjefts  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  feveral  of  them 
join'd  together  in  a  Body,  and  revolted  from  him  ;  that,  toap- 
peafe,  and  reduce  them  to  their  Duty,  he  fent  /it7tafis,  one  of 
the  Officers  of  his  Court,  to  them,  but,  inftead  of  his  perfuad- 
ing  thenty  they  prevailed  with  him  to  be  their  King  ;  that  here- 
upon Hophra  fent  Palabamis,  a  Perfon  of  the  firft  Rank,  to  ar- 
reft  Amafis,  and  bring  him  with  him ;  but,  when  he  return'd 
without  being  able  to  execute  his  Co:r.miffion,  he  commanded 
his  Ears  and  his  Nofe  to  be  immediately  cut  off,  which  Indigni- 
ty to  a  Man  of  bis  Worth  and  Character  fo  exafperated  the  -^t^ 
of  his  Subjeds,  that  they,  almoft  all,  forfook  him,  fo  that  he 
was  forc'd  to  hire  an  Army  of  Foreigners,  wherewith  he  at- 
tempted to  give  Amafis  Battle  not  far  from  Memphis  ',  but  had 
the  Misfortune  to  be  vanquifti'd,  taken  Priibner,  andcarry'd  to 
the  City  Sais,  where  he  was  ftrangled  in  his  own  Palace.  Hers- 
dvtus,  lib.  i.  and  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  i.  i^art  ii. 
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A.  M.  from  Migdol  to  Syene^  f ,  i.  e.  from  one  End  of  Egypt  to  the 
S4»7>^f'  other,  he  plunder 'd,  and  laid  it  waftej  and  of  \he  Jewsy 
587,  &c. '  who,  after  the  Murther  of  Gedaliah,  had  fled  thither,  fome 
From  Jer.xl.  he  flew,  and  others  he  carry'd  away  Captive  to  Babylon  ;  fo 
Kd'^and  *'^^'  fcarce  any  efcap'd,  but  fuch  as  fled  out  of  Egypt,  and 
from  Ezra"i.  afterwards  fettled  themfelves  in  their  own  Land,  at  the  End 
to  V.  of  the  Captivity, 

*^^^y^     Having  thus  reduc'd  the  Kingdom  of  Egypt,  and  con- 

Z^afal"olZ'r  ftituted  Jmajis  his  Fueroy,    he  rctyrn'd  to  Babylon,  where 

Dream  of     he  had    another   Dream,  which  gave  him    freih  Difquiet, 

^«'  This  Dream  he  very,  well  remember'd  j  and  therefore  he 

fent  for  his  own  Magicians  firft,  in  Hopes   that  they  could 

have  interpreted  it  5  but,  when  he  met  with  no  Satisfaction 

from  them,  he  was  forc'd  to  have  Recourfe  to  Daniel  again  i 

and  thus,  upon  his  Entrance,  he  accofted  him. 

*'  I  SAW  fa  Tree  of  a  prodigious  Bignefs,  which  feem'd 
*«  to  reach  from  Earth  to  Heaven,  It  was  fair,  and  full  of 
**  Fruit  i  yielding  Shelter  to  the  Beafts  and  Fowls,  and  Suf- 
*'  tenance  to  all  Flefh.     I  faw  f  lijcewife  an  Angel  coming 

"  down 

•j-  This  is  a  City  in  the  Southern  Frontiers  of  Egypt,  between 
Thebes  and  the  great  Catarafts  of  the  Ni/e,  of  which  the  Antients 
fpeak  frequently,  as  the  fartheft  Part  in  Egypt  of  any  Note  to- 
wards Ethiopia.     Ca'tmet^s  Diftionary,  under  the  Word. 

\  it  is  very  obfervable,  that,  in  the  Writings  of  the  Prophets, 
Princes  are  frequently  compar'd  to  Trees,  [Ezek.  xvii.  5,  6. 
and  xxxi.  3.  Jer.  xxii.  15.  Pfal.  xxxvii.  35.)  and  'tis  the  No- 
tion of  Grotiits,  that  a  Tree  feen  in  a  Dream,  according  to  the 
Principles  of  the  Indians,  Perjians,  and  Egyptians,  denotes  fome 
great  and  excellent  Perfonage  ;  but  nothing  is  more  precarious 
than  thefe  Prifuiples,  or  more  uncertain  than  thefe  Obfervations, 
becaufe  in  the  Dreams,  which  come  from  God,  he  may  repre- 
fent  an  eminent  Perlon  under  a  Thoufand  different  Types,  as 
well  as  that  of  a  flately  Tree.  Ca/ntet''s  Cprnmei^tary  on  Dan. 
jv.  7. 

f  The  Words,  in  our  Tranflation,  are,  I  faw  a  ff^atcher, 
which,  as  it  came  down  from  Heaven,  could  be  no  other  than 
an  Angel,  The  Chaldee  Word  is  Islir,  from  whence  St.  Jerom 
imagines  that  the  Pagans  deriv'd  their  Iris,  the  Meffenger  of  the 
Gods  ;  and  by  fome  Expreffions  in  Dan.  iv.  17.  it  looks  as  if 
the  Chaldeans  had  a  Notion,  (for  the  King,  we  may  fuppofe, 
fpeaks  according  to  the  common  Sentiments  of  the  People)  that 
thefe  Watchers,  or  Holy  Ones  in  IJeaven,  did  conftitute  an  Af- 
fembly  of  Judges,  or  were  an  Qrder  of  bleffed  Spirits,  who 
took  under  their  Cognizance  and  Decifion  the  Fate  of  Men  j 
for,  by  the  Decree  of  thefe  Watchers  it  w^s,  that  the  Tree  (in 

the 


Chap.  I.       frcm  the  Babylonifh  Captivity^  t^c.  ^g^ 

**  down  from  Heaven,  who  cry'd  with  a  loud  Voice,  Hew    A.  M. 
**  down    the   Tree,  cut  off  the  Branches,  fhake  off  xh0^^7>  ^f« 
"  Leaves,  fcatter    the  Fruit,  and  let    all  Creatures  depart  ^g"^*  ^J'^* 
"  from  it;  but  let  the  Stump  remain  in  the  Earth,  and  bindFroiijer/xl. 
"  it  with  a  Band  of  Iron  and  Brafs,  in  the  tender  Grafs  of^-  *°*^^-  ^U 
"  the  Field,  and  let  it  be  wet  with  the  Dew  of  Heaven,  andfromt'zrat 
*'  let  his  Portion  be  with  the  Beafts  in  the  Grafs  of  the  Earth: to  v. 
*'  Let   his  Heart   be   chang'd   from  that  of  a  Man,  and  a^-^^WJ 
*'  Beaft's  Heart   be   given  him  f,  and  ktfevfn  Tipies  pafs 
**  over  him." 

As  foon  as  Daniel  heard  the  Dream,  he  was  fo  afFe^ed 
with  the  dreadful  Judgments,  which  it  portended  to  the  King, 
that  he  ftood  filent  for  the  Space  of  an  Hour  ;  but  being  en- 
courag'd  by  the  King  to  expound  the  Thing  to  him,  be  it 
what  it  would,  he  addrefs'd  himfelf  to  him  in  thefe  Words  : 

**  The  Tree,  O  King,  which  thou  faweft  in  thy 

"  Dream,  is  thyfelf ;  for  thy  Greatnefs  reacheth  unto  the 
^'  Heavens,  and  thy  Dominions  to  the  End  of  the  Earth  : 
*'  But  the  Angel,  which  canie  froni  Heaven  with  Orders 

"  to 

the  Vifion)  was  order'4  to  be  cut  down.  Calmet\  Commen- 
tary. 

+  The  Ambiguity  of  this  Expreffion  {which  the  Prophet,  in 
his  Expofition  of  the  Dream,  ftill  adheres  to)  has  occafion'd  a 
great  Variety  of  Opinions  concerning  it.  Some  maintain,  that, 
as  the  Ferjtans  diftinguifh'd  their  Years  into  two  Seafonsj  Win- 
ter and  Summer,  the  feven  Years  of  Nebuchadtiezzar  muft  be 
reckon'd  in  this  Manner,  which  will  therefore  reduce  them  to 
the  Space  of  three  Years  and  an  half.  Dorotheus  (in  his  Synopjis 
of  the  Lives  of  the  Prophets  and  Apofiles)  tells  us,  that  God  did 
indeed  condemn  Nebuchadnezzar  to  feven  Years  Habitation  with 
Brutes,  but  that,  at  the  Prayers  and  Interceflions  of  Daniel,  the 
feven  Years  were  reduc'd  to  feven  iVJonths.  The  Word  Time, 
according  to  others,  denotes  no  more  than  the  Space  of  a  Month ; 
fo  that  the  King's  Diforder,  of  courf?,  laftcd  no  longer  than  fe- 
ven Months  ;  whereof  (according  to  their  Computation)  for  the 
firft  forty  Days  he  continu'd  in  his  Frenzy,  as  a  Madman  ;  in 
the  forty  Days  following,  he  bewailed  his  Offences  ;  and,  in 
the  laft  forty  Days,  he  recover'd  by  Degrees  from  his  Infirmity  : 
But  all  thefe  are  idle  Conjeftures.  A  Year  was  a  common  Mea- 
fure  of  Time  among  the  Chaldeans,  efpecially  in  the  Chronicles 
of  their  Kings  ;  and  therefore,  in  this  Particular,  we  need  no 
other  Interpreter  for  Daniel  than  Daniel  himfelf,  who  in  fundry 
Places  of  this  Prophecy,  particularly  in  Chap.  xii.  7.  has  fet  a 
Time,  and  Times,  and  the  dividing,  or  half,  of  a  Time,  for  the 
Space  of  three  Years  and  an  half.  Calmet's  Didionary,  under  the 
Word  Nebuchadnezzar. 
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A.  M.     **  to  cut  down  the  Tree,  denotes  the  Decree  of  the  Moft 
34 '7,"^^-   "  Hi<2;h,  which  is   determin'd    ajrainft  thee,  viz.  that  thou 

Ant  Chrif  .  ^ 

5S7*  fc"c.  "  ^'^^^  ^s  driven  from  Men,  and  thy  Dwelling  (hall  be  with 
Fromjer.xl.  "  the  Beo/is  of  the  Field  \  that  thou  flialt  eat  Grafs  with 
D 'n:  f'^nd '  "  ^^  O^cn,  and  be  wet  with  the  Dew  of  Heaven  ;  that 
from  Ezra  i.  "  fcvcn  Years  fliall  pafs  over  thee,  before  thou  comeft  to 
toy.  "  confider,    that  God  ruleth   over  the  Kingdoms  of  Men -, 

^^'VNii**  and  that,  after  fuch  a  Term,  thou  fhalt  be   reftor'd   to 
"  thy  Kingdom  again,  which  is  the  Thing  intimated  by  the 
*«  Stump  of  the  Tree,  that  was  order 'd  to  be  left.     And 
*'  now,    that    thou  haft   heard   the    Interpretation   of  this 
**  Dream,  permit  me,  O  King,  to  advife  thee  to  atone  for 
*'  thy  Sins  by  an  holy  Life,  and  by  Adls  of  Mercy  to  the 
"   Poor,  and  to  recomniend  thyfelf  to  the  Mercy  of  God, 
*'  that  he  may  prolong  thy  Pofterity."     This  was  the  Ad- 
vice of  a  faithful  Aiinijier  ;  but  Nebuchadnez'z.ar,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  had  f  not  the  Heart  to  purfue  it. 
Kebuchad-        His  Ceffation  from  War  (in  which  he  had  been  loijg  en- 
nezznr         g^^g'^}  had  by  this  Time  given  him  an  Opportunity  of  finifh- 
thanged  '"'"'mg  his  ftatcly  Buildings  at  Babylon  ;  and  upon  the  Survey  of 
/n  Sewn    ''  thcfc,  as  Well  as  other  Monuments  of  his  Greatnefs,  he  be- 
Tear;,rc-     Came  fo  iutoxicatcd  with  Pride  and  Arrogance,  that  God,  in 
■»1a/!  ''''  Puniihment  of  his  haughty  Mind,  depriv'd  him  of  his  Sen- 
fes,  and,  for  exalting  himfelf  above  thelState  of  Men,  reduc'd 
hixm  to  the  Condition  of  a  Beaft, 

For  kven  Years  he  liv'd  abroad  in  the  Fields,  eating 
Grafs  nice  an  Ox,  and  taking  up  his  Lodging  on  the  Ground 
in  the  open  Air.     But  at  the  Expiration  of  this  Time,  when 

he 

f  God  delay'd  the  Execution  of  his  Threats  againft  this 
Prince,  and  gave  him  a  whole  Year's  Reprieve,  Chap.  iv.  29. 
to  fee,  if  he  would  repent,  and  turn  unto  him  ;  but,  perceiving 
that  he  ftill  perfifced  in  his  Crime5,  as  foon  as  the  Meafure  of  his 
Iniquity  was  full,  he  fmote  and  reduc'd  him  to  the  Condition 
of  a  Eeaft.  This  is  TbeoJoret's  Notion  of  the  Matter  ;  but  St. 
Jerom  rather  thinks,  that  this  King,  being  terrify 'd  with  the 
Threats,  and  touch'd  with  the  Exhortations,  of  the  Prophet,  be- 
gan  to  iet  about  his  Reformation,  and,  by  Adts  of  Charity  and 
Mercy,  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  God,  for  which  he  obtain'd  a 
Delay  of  his  Punidiment  for  a  Year's  Space  ;  but  that,  inftead 
of  perfevering  in  thefe  good  Purpofes,  he  fufFer'd  himfelf  to  fall 
into  Pride,  upon  the  Contemplation  of  the  mighty  Works,  h? 
had  done,  and  fo,  by  his  Vanity,  loft  what  he  had  gain'd  by 
his  Chanty.  Boniim  Mifericordia  perdidit  mala  Superbief.  Cal- 
tnefi  Comjnentary. 


Reafan  a- 
gain 
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he  became  fcnfible  of  God's  fuperior  Power  and  Dominion,     A.  m. 
his  Senfes  return'd  to  him  again.     His  Kingdom  was  ^''^^^^-^^nt'ch'/'^ 
ed,  and   he   re- inflated   in  his  former  Majefty  ;  whereupon  ^87^  ^c.' 
he  made  this  folemn  and  grateful  Acknowledgment,  (c)  Jjid^'^^^^  Jer. 
now  I,  Nebuchadnezzar,  praife,  and  extol,  and  honour  the^^'^'^^^°^^^* 
King  of  Heaven,  all  who fe  Works  are  Truth,  and  his  lVays^x\i.ucTn 
'Judgment,  and  thofe,  that  walk  in  Pride,  he  is  able  to  a- Ezra  i.  to  v. 
bafe,  when  he  pleafes.  O'^nSJ 

Upon  the  Death  of  Nebuchadnezzar*,   (for  he  Uved  notEvii-Pviero- 
long  after  his  Rejioration)  his  Son  Evil-merodach  fucceeded^ach^fcf^^/i 
to  the  Throne  of  Babylon,  and  to  make  fome  Amends  ^ox  J^^,'^'^'^^'^ 
his  Father's   hard  Ufage  of  Jehoiachin,  the  captive  King  oifucc/eAcd  by 
Judah,   he  rcleas'd  him  (as  we  faid  before)  from  an  Impri-Nerigliffar, 
fonment,  that  had  lafled  near  37  Years,  and  promoted  him  ^^^°/j"Jj 
to   great  Honour  in  his  Palace.     His  Reign   however  wzsjlain  by  the 
but  Ihort :  For  his  Lufts,  and  Wickednefics  had,  in  the  Space  ^'"Z  °f  '*« 
of  two  Years,   made  him  fo  intolerable,  that  even  his  own 
Relations   confpired   againft  him,   and  put  him  to  Death  ; 
whereupon  NerigUJfar,   his  Sifter's  Hufband,  (who  was  at 
the  Head  of  the  Confpiracy)    reign'd  in  his  Stead  ;  and,  as 
Jehoiachin  f  did   not  long  furvive  him,    Salathiel,   his  Son, 
fucceeded  as  nominal  Prince  f  of  the  Jews.     Upon  his  Ac- 

ceffion 

(c)  Dan.  iv.  37. 

*  This  Prince  die3in  the  Year  of  the  World  3442,  and  before 
Chrift  562;  after  he  had  reign'd,  from  the  Death  of  his  Fa- 
ther according  to  the  B  a  by  lonijh  Account,  three  and  forty  Years, 
He  was  certainly  one  of  the  greateft  Princes,  that  had  appear'd  in 
the  Eaji  for  many  Ages  before  him,  and,  according  to  Megaji- 
henesy  (as  he  is  cited  by  Jofephus,  Antiq.  lib,  x.  c.  1 1 .)  both  for 
his  Enterprizes,  and  Performances,  far  excelled  even  Hercules 
himfelf.  The  fame  Hiftorian  (as  he  is  quoted  by  Eufebius^ 
Pr£Ep.  lib.  ix.  c.  41.)  informs  us,  that,  a  little  before  his  Death, 
he  foretold  his  Subjefls  of  the  Coming  of  the  Pcrftans^  and  their 
fubduing  the  Kingdom  of  Babylon  ;  but  this  he  might  gather 
from  the  Prophet  Daniel,  and  efpecially  from  the  Interpretation 
of  his  Dreams.     Prideaux\  Connedlion,  Anno  562. 

-f-  'Tis  not  unlikely,  that  Jehoiachin,  being  a  Favourite, .fell 
with  him  ;  for  that  beft  agrees  with  Jeretniah\  Prophecies  con- 
cerning him,  wherein  it  is  denounc'd.  Chap.  xxii.  30.  that  he 
Jhould  not  proCpet-  in  his  Days  ;  which  could  not  be  fo  well  verify'd 
of  him,  had  he  died  in  the  full  Poffeffion  of  all  that  Profperity,  to 
which  E-zil'Merodach  had  advanc'd  him.  Prideaux\  Connec- 
tion, Anno  559. 

■     -f  Long  after  the  Lofs  of  all  Authority,  the^firj  kept  up  the 
Title  of  a  King  among  them,  and  had  a  Perlon   defcended  of 

the 
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A.  M.     ceition  to  the  Throne,  NerigUJfar  made  great  Preparations 

34^7>  ^j^'  for  War  againft  the  Medes,   which  oblig'd  Cyaxares  their 

587,  &c'.  King,  to  call  in  the  Afliftance  of  his  Nephew  Cyrus  f  out  of 

From  Jer.  Per  flay 

jcl.  7.  to  xlvi 

and  from  '  ^^  Houfe  of  DaviJ,  whoj  by  the  Name  of  ihfe  tieaJ  of  the  Cap- 
lira  i.  to  V.  tivity,  was  acknowledg'd  and  honour'd  as  a  Prince,  and,  as  far 
^•'Y"^  as  it  was  confiflent  with  the  Government,  they  liv'd  under j  was 
invefted  with  fome  Sort  of  Jurifdiftion  over  them.  Nay,  to  this 
very  Day,  the  fame  Pageantry  is  faid  to  be  kept  up  among  the 
Jenvst  and  chiefly  with  this  View,  that  they  may  be  furnifti'd 
from  hence  with  an  Anf\Ver  againft  the  Chrifiians,  urging  the 
Prophecy  of  Jacob  againft  them,  vlx.  that  the  Sceptre  is  departed 
from  Judah  ;  for  thereupon  their  ufual  Reply  is.  That  the 
Sceptre  is  ftill  preferv'd  among  them^  in  the  Head  of  the  Capti* 
njity  ;  though  fome  of  them  have  Modefty  enough  to  give  up 
this.     Prideaux's  Connexion,  AnnO  559.      . 

f  It  is  on  all  Hands  agreed,  that  Ajlyagesi,  King  of  the  Medts^ 
had  a  Son,  whom  profane  Hiftory  calls  Cyaxares  \  and  a  Daugh* 
tcr,  whofe  Name  was  Mandana,  marry'd  to  Cambyfes,  a  Perfian, 
by  whom  flie  had  Cyrus ;  but  whether  this  Cambyfes  was  King 
of  the  Country,  or  only  a  private  Perfon>  it  is  not  fo  well 
agreed.  The  two  chief  Hiftorians,  who  write  of  this  Matterj 
are  Herodotus  and  Xenophon  ;  but  their  Relations  in  this  Regard 
are  different  ;  forafmuch  as  the  latter  makes  his  Father  King  of 
Perfiui  the  former  a  meaner  Man.  The  Account  of  Herodotus 
indeed  contains  Narratives,  that  are  much  more  ftrange  and 
furpriflng,  and  confequently,  more  diverting  and  acceptable  to 
the  Reader  ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  more  have  chofen  to  follow 
him,  than  Xenophon  :  But  though  Xenophon  (as  being  a  great 
Commanaer,  as  well  as  a  great  Politician)  had  certainly  grafted 
many  Maxims  of  War  and  Policy  into  his  Hiftory,  yet,  where 
nothing  of  this  appears,  he  muft  be  allow'd  to  be  an  Hiftorian  of 
much  more  Credit  in  Matters  of  Faft,  than  Herodotus.  Herodo- 
tus having  travelled  through  Egypt,  Syria,  and  feveral  other 
Countries,  in  order  to  the  writing  of  his  Hiftory,  did^  (as  Tra- 
vellers us'd  to  do)  put  down  all  Matters  upon  Truft,  and  in 
many,  no  doubt,  was  impos'd  on  :  But  Xenophon  was  a  Man  of 
another  Charafter.  He  wrote  all  Things  with  great  Judgment, 
and  due  Confideration  j  and,  having  liv'd  in  the  Court  oi  Cyrus 
the  Younger,  a  Defcendant  of  the  Cyrus,  whom  we  now  fpeak 
of,  had  Opportunities  of  being  better inform'd  of  what  he  wrote 
concerning  this  great  Prince,  than  Herodotus  had  j  and,  con- 
fining himfelf  to  this  Argument  only,  no  doubt  he  examin'd  all 
Matters  relating  to  it  more  thoroughly,  and  gave  a  more  accu- 
rate andjuft  Account  of  them,  than  could  be  expefted  from  the 
other,  who  wrote  of  all  Things  at  large,  as  they  came  in  his 
Way.     Prideau}(\  Gonncdion,  Ann.  563. 
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Perjia,  who,  coming  with  a  Body  of  thirty  Thoufand  Per-    A,  M. 
/tans,  was  by  his  Uncle  made  General  of  the  Medes  like- ^^7 Ch^C 
wife,  and  thereupon,  with  his  joint  Forces,  gave  Neriglijfar   587,  ^c. 
Battle,  flew  him,  and  put  his  Army  to  the  Rout.  From  jer. 

The  Death  of  this  Prince  prov'd  a  great  Lofs  to  the  5^-!|lj  Dj^-ef** 
bylonians,  efpecially  confidering,  that  his  Son  Labor ofoar-  and  from  * 
chod,  (who  fucceeded  him)  was  in  every  Thing  the  very  Ezra  i.  to  v. 
Reverfe  of  his  Father,  a  Man  given  to  all  Manner  of  Wick-  Hf'^C^ 
ednefs  *,  Cruelty,  and  Injuftice,  for  which  he  became  fo  arched /«c. 
odious  to  his  own  Subjects,  that  they  confpir'd  againft  him,  ceeds  him, 
and  flew  him,  after  he  had  reign'd  only  nine  Months.  ''"^'j""K 

BELSHJZZAR\   (in  all  ProbabiUty  the  Grand- ^/^^i^;^ 
fon  of  the  great  Nebuchadnezzar)  fucceeded  him  i  in  the  is  fucceeded 

firft  h  Belfhaz- 

zar. 

*  Two  A£ls  of  his  tyrannical  Violence,  towards  two  of  his 
principal  Nobility,  Gohrias,  and  Gadates,  are  particularly  men- 
tioned by  Xenophon,  viz.  That  the  only  Son  of  the  former  he 
flew  at  an  hunting,  to  which  he  had  invited  him,  for  no  other 
Reafon,  but  his  throwing  a  Dart  with  Succefs  at  a  wild  Beaflr, 
when  he  himfelf  had  miis'd  it :  And  that  the  other  he  caus'd  t© 
be  caftrated,  merely  becaufe  one  of  his  Concubines  had  commend- 
ed him  for  an  handfome  Man.     Cyropadia,  lib.  5. 

-|-  Great  is  the  Difference  among  Hiftorians,  and  others,  who 
this  Beljhazxar  (who  is  generally  believ'd  to  be  the  fame,  with 
the  Nabonadius  in  Berofus,  and  the  Labynetus  in  Herodotus)  was. 
Some  will  have  him  to  be  of  the  Royal  Blood   of  Nebuchadnezr 
fzar,  and  others,  no  Way  related  to  him.     Some  maintain,  that 
he  was  a  Babylonian,  and  others  affirm,  that  he  was  a  Mede  ; 
and  of  thofe,  who  allow  him  to  be  of  the  Royal  Family  of  iV^- 
iucbadnezzar,  fome  will  have  it,  that  he  was  his  Son,  and  others, 
that  he  was   his  Grandfon  ;  and  therefore,  to  clear   this  Mat- 
ter, we  muft  obferve,  ift.  That  Beljhazzar  (be  he  who  he  will) 
was  certainly  of  the  Seed  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  becaufe  he  is  ex- 
prefsly  called  his  Son  in  feveral  Places  of  the  5  th  Chapter  oi  Da- 
niel, and  in  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  20.  it  is  faid,   that  Nebuchadnezzar 
and  his  Children,  or  Offspring,  reign'd   in  Babylon,  until  the 
Kingdom  of  Perjta  commenc'd.     2dly,  That  according  to  the 
Prophecy  of  Jeremiah,  (Chap,  jcxvii.  7.)  the  Nations  of  the  Eaji 
were  to  fcrve  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  his  Son,  and  his  Son  s  Son^ 
and  therefore  he  muft  have  had  a  Son,  and  a  Son's  Son,  Succef- 
fors   to  him  in  the  Throne  of  Babylon,     3dly,  That  as  E'vil- 
merodach    was    Nebuchadnezzar^   Son,  of  all    the  Kings,   that 
reign'd  after  him  at  Babylon,  none  bu^  Belfhazzar  could  be  his 
Son's  Son  :     For  Neriglijfar  was  only   his  Daughter's  Hufband, 
and  Labor  of  oar  chad  was  Neriglijar's  Son ;  fo  that  neither  of  them 
y/As  either  Son  or  Grandfon  to  Nebuchadnezzar.     4thly,  That 

according 
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A.  M.^    firft  Yearof  whofe  Reign,  {d)  Damel  h^d  his  Dream  of  the 

itit!  chHf. /^"'"  ^^^-f*  reprefenting  the  four  P^mpircs  of  the  Chaldeans, 

587,  £ff.  Perftans,    Greeks^  and  Romans ;  and,   in   the  third,  the  fa- 

From  Jer.    mous  Vifion  of  the  [e)  Ram  and  the  He-Goat,  by  the  latter 

all  Dankfr^^  ^^''^'^   was  fignify'd   Alexander  the  Great,   and   by    the 

and  from  '   former  Darius  Codomannus,  the  laft  of  the  Perftan  Kings, 

Ezra  i.  to  v.  who  Were  the  Succeflbrs  of  Cyrus.     Cyrus  indeed,   who  was 

'^^V'*V  to  lay  the  Foundation  of  the  Perftan  Monarchy,  had  feveral 

Conflidls   with  Beljha%zar\  Armies,    but  at  length,  having 

overthrown  him  in  a  pitch'd  Battle,    he  {hut  him  up  in  the 

City  of  Babylon^  and  there  befieg'd  him. 

To^/'wDa-       During  the  Siege,   Beljhazzar,  having  made  a    great 

f^HlId"'^^^^  for   all  his   Courtiers,  ordered    that     the  Veflels  of 

Writivg  on  Gold   and  Silver,   which   his   Grandfather  Nebuchadnezzar 

the  Wall,     had  taken  out  of  the  Temple  oijerufalem,  fhould  be  brought 

undeJhh'  '"^°  ^^^  Banqueting-houfe,  that  he  and  his  Princes,  together 

Dejiruaion.  with  his  Wives  and  Concubines,   might  drink  out  of  them  j 

which  accordingly  was  done,   and  (to  add  to  their  Profane- 

nefs)   in  the  Midft  of  their  Cups,   they  fang  Songs  in  tlie 

praife  of  their  feveral  Idols.     But  it  was  not  long  before 

God  t  put  a  Damp  to  the  King's  Mirth,  by  caufing  an 

Hand 

according  to  Herodotus,  lib.  i.  the  lad  King  of  Babylon  (who 
without  Doubt  was  Bel/hazzar,  becaufe,  immediately  after  his 
Death,  the  Kingdom  was  given  to  the  Medes  and  Perjians,  Dan. 
V.  28,  30,  31.)  was  Son  to  the  great  Queen  iV//<7<rm  ;  but  now 
Nitocris,  to  have  a  Child,  that  was  Grandfon  to  Nebuchadnezzar^ 
could  be  Wife  to  no  other,  than  Enjil-merodach  ;  and  therefore, 
putting  all  this  together,  it  appears,  that  Belfi>azzar,  the  laft 
Kingof  Baby/on,  was  the  Son  oi  Evil  merodach,  by  Nitocris  his 
Queen,  and  confequently  Son's  Son  to  Nebuchadnezzar ;  nor 
muft  it  feem  flrange,  that  we  find  him,  in  Dan.  v.  called  Ne- 
buchadnezzar''s  Son,  and  Ndmchadnezzar  his  Father,  becaufe  it 
is  the  ufual  Stile  of  Scripture  to  call  any  Anceflor  upward,  Fa- 
ther, and  any  Defcendant  downward,  Son.  Prideauxh  Connec- 
tion,  Anno  555. 

(d)  Chap,  vii.  (e)  Chap.  viii. 

f  Next  to  Murther,  no  Sin  is  fo  remarkably  punilh'd  in  this 
World,  as  that  of  Sacrilege.  This  appears  from  innumerable 
Inftances  taken  from  all  Hiftories,  both  facred  and  profane.  But 
in  the  Heathen  Story,  remarkable  Examples  of  this  Kind  are, 
the  miferable  End  of  the  Phoceans,  who  robb'd  the  Temple  of 
Dclphos,  and  were  the  Occafion  of  that  War,  which  was  called 
from  thence  the  holy  War  :  The  Deftrudtion  of  the  Gauls  in 
their  Attempt  upon  the  fame  Temple,   and  of  Cro.JJus,   who 

plundered 
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Hand  to  appear  upon  the  Wall,   which,   in  three  Words,     a.m. 
wrote  the  Sentence  of  his  Condemnation.     The  King  faw  '^^'^'^ 'Jf'r 
the  Hand  that  wrote ;  and  being  exceedingly   affrighted  and    ^g^^  ^"/ 
troubled  at  it,  he  commanded  all  his  IVifemen,   Magicians y  Fiom  jer.xL 
and  Ajlrokgers^  to  be  immediately  called,  that  they  might  read  "'  '*'.  ^'^-  ^^ 
the  Writing,  and  explain  its  Meaning  ;  but  when  none  f  of  from  Ezra  i. 
them  could  do  either,  notwithflanding  the  great  Honours  f  to  v. 

and^-^'^VSJ 

plunder'd  the  Temple  oi  Jerufalem,zr\di  that  of  the<9yrm«God- 
defs  ;  as  thefe  two  laft  Stories  are  related  by  Prideaux,  Part  ii. 
Lonvth\  Commentary  on  Dan.  v.  5. 

-|;  The  Writing  very  probably  might  be  in  a  Charader  un- 
known to  the  Chaldeans^  as  the  old  Hebrenv,  Phcenician,  and 
Samaritan  were  ;  or  if  they  were  acquainted  with  the  Charac- 
ter, yet  fuch  is  the  Genius  of  moft  of  the  Oriental  Languages, 
where  fo  little  Ufe  is  made  of  Fo^uels,  and  where  the  Pronun- 
ciation, and  Sequel  of  the  Difcourfe  generally  determine  the 
Signification  of  the  Letters,  that  a  Man  may  be  a  perfedt  Maftei* 
of  a  Language,  and  yet  not  able  to  read  and  comprehend  a  Word, 
when  it  ftands  alone,  and  without  any  Context,  as  it  is  in  the 
Cafe  oi  Mene.Tekel.  Upharjin.  A  Man,  for  Inftance,  that  un- 
derltands  the  Hebreiv  Tongue  never  fo  well,  were  he  to  meet 
<^^r  ftanding  alone,  would  have  much  ado  to  read  them,  becaufe, 
according  to  the  Manner,  that  we  pronounce  them,  the  Letters 
will  admit  of  many  different  Significations  ;  and  'tis  much  the 
fame  in  the  Chaldee  Language,  wherein  the  Words,  we  are  now 
fpeaking  of,  were  wrote.   Calmet's  Commentary  on  Dan.  v.  7. 

f  The  King's   Words  are  thefe,  Whofoe'ver  pall 

read  this  Writing,  and  JheiM  me  the  Interpretation  thereof,  fiall 
be  cloathed  tvith  Scarlet,  and  ha've  a  Chain  of  Gold  about  his 
Neck,  andjhall  be  the  third  Ruler  in  the  Kingdom,  Dan.  V.  7, 
From  whence  it  appears,  that  the  Kings  of  Babylon  wore  the 
fame  Ornaments,  and,  in  rewarding  their  Favourites,  gave  the 
fame  Marks  of  Honour,  that  the  Kings  of  Perjia,  and  their 
SuccefTors  did.  For  Purple,  we  find,  in  feveral  Greek  Authors, 
was  the  ordinary  Habit  of  the  Kings  of  Perfta,  and  of  the  Princes 
of  their  Court,  that  were  in  the  higheft  Polls  of  Honour.  The 
Chain,  or  Collar  of  Gold,  was  one  of  the  greatefl  Marks  of 
Diftindion,  that  the  Perfian  Kings  could  beftow  upon  their  Sub- 
jedts  ;  and  to  be  the  third  Ruler  of  the  Kingdom  was  the  fame 
fublime  Office  that  Darius  the  Mede  put  Daniel  in,  Chap.  vi.  i, 
2.  when  heconftituted  him  one  of  thePrefidents  overthe  hundred 
and  twenty  Princes,  that  he  had  made  Governors  over  Provinces. 
A!£'«o/i^(3«'s  Cyropasdia,  lib.  viii.  i):Wo^Kj,  lib.  xviii.  'Jofephui'% 
Antiquities,  lib.  xi.  c.  6.     Briffon,  de  Regno  Perfar.  lib.  i. 

Vol.  IV.  Cc 
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A.  M.     and  Prefcnts  which  he  ofFer'd  them,  at  the  Inftance  of  the 
A*nl"chr[f    H  Qucen-mother,  Daniel  was  fcnt  for. 
587,  &c.       As  foon  as   he  came  into  the  King's  Prefence,  he  ||   re- 
From      ceiv'd  him  very  courteoufly,  and  made  him  the  fame  Offer 
xlv  Vl/ba- ^^  Honours  and  Prefcnts,  that  he  had  done  to  his  own  Ma- 
niel,  and      gicians,  if  he  would  but  explain  the  Writing.     Daniel  mo- 
from  Ezra  i.  deftly  refus'd  the  Offers  he  made  him  ;  but,  having  under- 
took  to  perform  what  he  requir'd  of  him,  he  firft  reprov'd 
him,  with  fome  Freedom,  for  his  Ingratitude  to  God,  who 
had  advanc'd  him  to  the  Rank  of  a  Sovereign^  and  for  the 
Profanation   of  the  Veffels,  which  were  confecrated  to  his 
Service  ;  and   then   proceeded  to  the  Interpretation  of  the 
"Words,  which  were  thefe,  Mene.  Tekel.  Upharsin. 
*'  Mene,  fays  he,  which   fignifies  Number,  intimates,  that 
*'  the  Days,   both  of  your  Life,    and  of  your  Reign,  are 
*'  number'd,  or  that  you  have  but  a  fhort  Time  to  live. 
"  Tekel,  which   fignifies  Weight,  intimates,  that  you  have 
*'  been  weigh'd  in  the  Balance  of  God's  Juftice,  and  found 
*'  too  light ;  and  Upharfm  f ,  which   fignifies  a  Fragment^ 
*'  intimates,  that  your  Kingdom  fliall  be  divided,  and  giverl 

"  to 

II  In  the  2d  Verfe  of  the  vth  Chapter  oi  Daniel,  we  read,  thai 
the  King,  his  Princes,  his  Wi^jes,  and  his  Concubines  were  all  at 
the  Feafi,  which  he  made  for  them  ;  and  yet,  in  the  loth  Verfe 
it  follows,  that  the  ^<cen,  upon  hearing  the  News  of  the  Hand- 
Writing,  cafne  into  the  Banquet  Hou/e  ;  but  then  it  mufl:  be  ob- 
fery'd,  that  this  Queen  was  not  one  of  his  Wives,  but  Nitocris, 
his  Mother,  and  flie  feems  there  to  be  called  the  Queen  by  way 
of  Eminency,  becaufe  Ihe  had  the  Regency  of  the  Kingdom  under 
her  Son,  for  which  her  great  Wifdom  duly  qualif  -  'd  her.  For 
this  Reafon  Herodotus  fpeaks  of  her,  as  if  Ihe  had  been  So've- 
reign  of  the  Kingdom,  (in  the  fame  Manner,  as  Semiramis  is  faid 
to  have  been)  and  attributes  to  her  all  thofe  Works  about  Ba- 
hylon,  which  other  Authors  afcribe  to  her  Son.  Prideaux's 
Connedtion,  Anno  t;47. 

II  And  yet  it  is  obfervable,  that,  when  he  came  into  his  Pre- 
fence,  he  afic'd  him,  Art  thou  that  Daniel  ?  which  feems  to  im- 
ply, that,  the'  he  was  one  of  tlie  chief  Minifters  of  State,  Dan. 
V.  13.  the  King  did  not  know  him  :  But  this  only  fliews^  that 
Bcl/hazzar  was  a  Man,  who  minded  nothing  but  his  Pieafures, 
and  left  all  Things  elfe  to  the  Management  of  others  ;  a  Conduct 
too  often  follow'd  by  ft'-cii  Princes,  as  think  Kingdoms  made  for 
nothing  elfe,  but  to  ierve  their  Pleafures,  and  gratify  their  Lufti  I 
Prideaux's  Conncdiion,  Anno  547. 

■f  Daniel,  in  repeating  the  Words,  inftead  of  Upharjtn,  puts 
in  Pgrts ;  but  ;hey  botii  fignify  the  fame  Thing. 
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*'  to  the  Medes  and  Perfians-"  which  accordingly  came  to    A,  M. 
pafs;  for,  that  very  Night,  in   the  Midft  of  their  ^eafting|JJ'|.J^- 
and  Revelling,  the  City  *  was   taken  by  Surprize,    f  Bel-   87,  &l! 
/hazzar  flain,  and   the   Kingdom   tranflated   to    Cyaxares^     From 
whom  the  Scripture  calls  Darius  the  Mede.  J^^-  ^|j  1^  '<* 

DARIUS,  from  his  very  firft  Acceflion  to  the  Throne,  niei',  and 
had  a  great  Efteem  for    Daniel,  as  knowing   him  to   be  a  fro^  Szta  i. 
Perfon  of  extraordinary  Parts  and  Learning,  and  long  vers'd"    -v-n^i 
in  Affairs  of  State;  and  therefore,  having  divided  the  w^hole  j^^ji^^.^ 
Empire  into  an  hundred  and  twenty  Provinces,  over  which  v:rcat  Meent 
he  fet  Governors;,  and   over  thefe  three  Prejidetits^  as  the-^^'!.^''^'^^' 
King's  chief  Minifters,  he  made  Daniel  the  Firji  of  thefe;  qon'd  luf' 
but  it  happen'd  to  him,  as  it  ufually  does  to  all  Favourites.,  iviu,  and 
to  be  malign'd,  and  envy'd  by  others^  Covfpiracies 

Cc2  His"-^""-^*""* 

*  Cyi*us  had  lain  before  the  Town  to  little  or  no  Purpofe  for 
the  Space  of  two  Years^  when,  underftanding  that  a  great  annu-  *" 

al  Feaft  was  approaching,  wherein  ttie  Babylonians,  in  Honour 
of  their  Idol  Shejhach,  were  wont  to  fpend  the  whole  Night  in 
Revelling  and  Drunkennefs,  he  thought  this  no  improper  Time 
to  attempt  to  furprize  them.  To  this  Purpofe,  iiaving  polted 
one  Part  of  his  Men  at  the  Place,  where  the  River  rah  into  the 
City,  and  another,  where  it  came  out^  with  Orders  to  enter^ 
by  Way  of  the  Channel,  as  foOn  as  they  found  the  Kiverfordable: 
About  the  Clofe  of  the  Evening,  he  fell  to  Work,  broke  dowii 
the  Dams,  and  turned  afide  the  Stream  ;  fo  that,  by  the  Middle 
of  the  Night,  the  River  was  fodrain'd,  that  the  Parties,  accord- 
ing to  their  Orders,  enter'd  the  Channel,  and  finding  the  Gates^ 
leading  down  to  the  River,  open,  by  them  they  afcended  into 
the  Cityj  and  made  direftly  to  the  Palace,  where  they  flew  the 
King,  and  all  thofe  that  were  about  him.  By  this  Stratagem,  Cy- 
rus became  Mafter  of  Babylon,  but  he  took  no  Care  to  repair  the 
Breach  in  the  Banks  of  the  River;  fo  that  all  the  Country,  on  that 
Side,  was  overflown,  and  the  Current,  which  wfent  to  Babyloni 
grew  afterwards  fo  ftialloWj  as  to  become  unfit  for  the  fmalleft 
Navigation.  So  truly  verify'd  were  all  thefe  Prophecies  concern- 
ing Babylon.  Behold  I  ^ill  ftir  up  the  Medes  againfi  her^  Ifii 
xiii.  17.  I  will  dry  up  her  Sea^  atid  make  her  Springs  dry,  Jer.  lio 
36.  Babylon,  the  Glory  of  Kingdoms,  the  Beauty  of  the  Chaldees 
Excellency,  ft;all  be  like  Sodom  i?/?^/ Gomorrah,  ll'a.  xiii.  \().for 
I  ivill  make  it  a  PoJJeJ/ion  for  the  Bittern,  and  Pools  of  Watery 
Ifa.  xiv.  23.  faith  the  King,  wbofe  Name  is  the  Lord  of  Hofts. 
Prideauxh  Connexion,  Anno  54.7. 

f  Of  the  Manner  wherein  this  was  done,  we  find  Xenophoti 
(Cyropxdia  lib.  vii.)  thus  relating  the  Story,  'viz.  "  That  two 
"  Deferters,  GadataSf  and  Qobryas^  having  afliiled  fome  of  the 

Voi.  JV.  'I  Perfian 
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A.  M.         His  Adminiftration  of  publick  Affairs  however  was  fd 
An7c^'f   i"^>  ^^^'» '"  ^^^  Capacity,  he  gave  them  no  Room  for  any 
587J  6ff.     Accufation  againft  him,  and  therefore  they  laid  their  Plot  a- 
From       nother  Way.     He,  they  knew,  was  a  ftri£l  Obferver  of 
xW  all  D3-°  ^^^  Religion  of  his   Country,  and  a  conftant  Reforter  to 
niel^  and      God  in  Prayer,  and  therefore  they  apply'd  themfelves  to  Da- 
from  Ezra  i.  rius,  in  the  Name  of  his  whole  Council  and  Officers  of  State* 
*°J^^-^^^ that  he  would  be  pleas'd  fo  far  to  indulge  his  People,  as  to 
^^^f^^  pafs  a  Decree,  (only  for  thirty  Days)  that,  whoever  f  (hould 
afk  any  Petition  either  of  God  or  Man,  except  of  the  King 
only,  for  that  Space  of  Time,  Ihould  be  throv/n  to  the  Li- 
ons ;  which  the  King,  taking  it  for  a  great  Teftimony  of 
their  Affection  and  Loyalty  to  him,  at  his  firft  Acccffion  to 
the  Throne,  without  any  Manner  of  Hefitation,  paffed  into 
an  Adl,  and  iffu'd  out  his  Proclamation  to  that  Purpofe. 

DANIEL  was  not  ignorant  that  this  wicked  Contri- 
vaiKe  was  defign'd  to  enfnare  him  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  he 
continu'd  his  ufual  Courfe  of  paying  his  Adorations  to  God, 
three  Times  every  Day,  and  that,  not  in  any  clandejiine 
Manner,  but  with  his  Chamber-Window  open  towards 
yerufalem  f .  His  Enemies,  who  had  laid  this  Snare  for  him, 

were 


*'  Perfian  Army,  to  kill  the  Guards,  and  feize  upon  the  Palace, 
*•  they  enter'd  into  the  Room  where  the  King  was,  whom  they 
*'  found  Handing  up  in  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  but  that  they  foon 
'*  difpatch'd  him,  and  thofe  that  were  with  him,  and  thereby 
"  fulfilled  the  Prophecy  of  Jeremiah^''  I  •voill  make  drunk  her 
Princes,  and  her  Wife  Men,  her  Captains  and  her  Rulers,  and  her 
mighty  Men ;  and  theyjhall  Sleep  a  perpetual  Sleep,  and  not  anvake, 
faith  the  King,  luhofe  Name  is  the  Lord  of  HoJIs.  Chap.  57. 
Lo'wth''z  Commentary  on  Dan.  v,  30. 

f  For,  tho'  the  whole  Power  of  the  Army,  and  the  chief 
Conduft  of  other  Affairs  were  in  the  Hands  of  Cyrus,  (and  there- 
fore we  find  him,  in  Ptolemy^  Canon,  fet  down,  as  immediate 
SuccefTor  to  Beljhazzar,  who  is  there  called  Nabonadius)  yet, 
as  long  as  his  Uncle  liv'd,  Cyrus  allow 'd  him  a  joint  Title  with 
him  in  the  Empire,  and,  out  of  Deference  to  him,  yielded  him 
the  firfl  Place  of  Honour  in  it ;  tho',  in  Reahty,  he  had  no  more, 
than  the  Name  and  Shadow  of  Sovereignty,  except  in  Media, 
which  was  hi$  own  proper  Dominion  before  any  Conquefls  were 
made.     Prideaux'%  Connexion,  Anno  538. 

f  It  may  feem  a  little  ftrange,  that  Darius  fhould  fo  readily 
accept  of  an  Honour,  which  was  due  to  God  alone :  But  we 
fee  what  a  Pitch  of  Vanity  and  Arrogance  thefe  Eajiem  Princes 
were  arriv'd  at,  when  we  find  Nebucbad^Kxarf  in  Danitl,  alking 

the 
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were  not  forgetful  to  watch  him  diligently  j  and  therefore,    A.  m. 
having  taken    him  in  the  A<5t  of  Prayer,  they  immediately  34' 7>©'5. 
went  to  the  King,  accus'd   Daniel  of    a  Contempt  of  his  jg^'  ^c.  ' 
Decree,  and  defir'd  that  the  Sentence  might   inftantly   be      From 
executed  upon  him.  J"-  ''jjj^£,^* 

The  King  too  late  perceiv'd,  that  his  eafy  Compliance  niei,  and  ^' 
with  a  fallacious  Offer  had  betray 'd  him  into  a  Miftake,  that  from  Ezra  i. 
was  likely  to  prove  fatal  to  his  Servant  Daniel,  and  there-  *j°JX/-iv 
fore  he  labour'd,  what  he  could,  to  reverfe  the  Decree  i  but  „  ■  _7V 
the  Grandeesy  on  the  other  Hand,  reprefented  to  him,  that  to  the  Liom 
the  Royal  Decrees  (according  to  the  Law  of  the  Medes  and  -O^" ;  '^  «'- 
Perfians  f)  were  unalterable,  and  confequently,  the  Penal- [/^^^^°^^j' 
ty,  which  Daniel  had  incurr'd,  irreverfible  ;  fo  that,  vthdi  from  thence. 
through  the  Importunity  of  thofe  wicked  Aden,  and  a  falfe 
Notion  of  Honour  in  adhering  to  his  Word,  the  King  deli- 
ver'd  up  Daniel  to  their  Mercy,  but  not  without  fome  glim- 
mering Hopes,  that  the  God  whom  he  ferv'd  continually, 
would,  by  fome  Means  or  other,  preferve  him. 

C  c  3  No 

the  three  flf^rfou  Youths,  Who  is  that  Gody  that  Jhall  deliver 
you  out  of  my  Hands  ?  Dan.  iii.  15.  when  we  find  it  faid  of  ano- 
ther of  that  Name,  in  the  Book  of  Judithy  Who  is  God,  but 
Nabuchodonofor  ?  He  <vjill  fend  his  PoTuer,  and  deflroy  them 
from  the  Face  of  the  Earthy  Chap,  vi,  2,  3.  and,  more  efpecial- 
ly,  when  we  find  the  Perfians,  making  it  a  Matter  o£  State-Po- 
licy, to  have  the  Perfons  of  their  Kings  in  the  fame  Veneration 
as  they  had  their  Gods.     ^int.  Curt.  lib.  viii. 

•f-  It  was  a  conftant  Cuflom  among  the  Jenvs,  for  thofe,  that 
were  in  the  Country,  or  in  any  diftant  Land,  to  turn  themfelves 
towards  Jerufalem  j  and  for  thofe,  that  were  ^X.Jerufalem,  to  turn 
towards  the  Temple,  when  they  pray'd  :  And  the  probable  Rea- 
fon  of  this  might  be,  the  Words  of  Solomon,  in  his  Prayer  to 
God,  at  the  Confecration  of  the  Temple  :  If  thy  People,  <vjhen 
led  anvay  captivCy  pray  unto  thee  tonxiard  their  Land,  ivhich  thou 
ga'veft  unto  their  Fathers,  the  City,  ixjhich  thou  hafi  chofen,  and 
the  Houfe,  'which  1  ha^ue  built  for  thy  Name ;  then  hear  thou  their 
PrayerSy  and  their  Supplication,  in  Hca'ven,  thy  D'VjellingPlacet 
and  maintain  their  Caufe.    I  Kings  viii.  48,  49. 

-{■  So  Diodorus  Siculus  tell  us,  (lib.  iv.)  of  Z)^r/w/,  the  laft 
King  of  Perfia.  That  he  would  have  pardon'd  Charidemus  af- 
ter he  was  condemned  to  Death,  but  could  not  reverfe  the  Law 
that  had  pafs'd  againft  him.  What  made  thefe  Laws  thus  un- 
alterable, we  are  at  a  Lofs  to  know,  unlefs  we  fuppofe,  that, 
when  they  pafs'd,  either  the  King  confirm'd  them  by  an  Oath, 
and  then  they  became  immutable  ;  or,  that  they  were  fealed 
not  only  by  the  King,  but  by  all  the  Princes  then  in  Council,  as 


4o6  The  Hiftory  of  the  BIBLE,        Book  VII, 

A.  M.         No   fooner  was  Daniel  deliver'd  into  their  Hands,  but 
An7'chr[ft  ^^^y  hurry'd  him  away  to  the  Lions  Den ;  and,  having  thrown 
587J  &c.    '  him  in,  they  not  only  rolled  a  large  Stone   to  the  Mouth  of 
From  Jer.    it,  but  had  it  feal'd  likewife  f  with  their  oijun^  as  well  as  the 
all  Daniet'''  ^'"S'^S  Signet,  that  thereby  they  might  prevent  all  Poflibility 
and  from'    of  his  making  an  tfcape.     The  King,  in  the  mean  Time, 
£zra  i.  to  v.  went  penfive  home  ;  and  having  pafs'd  the  Night  in  much 
^^'^  Uneafinefs  and  Anxiety  of  Mind,  he  rofe  early  next  Morn- 
ing, and  rcpair'd  to  the  Den,  where,   to  his  great  and  fur- 
prifing  Joy,  he  found  Daniel  alive  ;  and,  having  caus'd  him 
to  be  taken  out,  he  order'd,  that  his  Accufers  f,  their  Wives, 
and  their  Children,  fliould  all  be  caft  into  it,  where  the  Lions 
fell  upon  them,    and  inftantly   deftroyed   them  :  While  the 
King,   in   grateful  Acknowledgment  of  a  wonderful  Provi- 
dence in  Daniel's  Prefervation,  made  publick  Proclamation, 
that,  in  all    the  Parts  of  his  Dominions,  the  God,  whom 
Z)tf;7?V/ worfhipp'd,  fhould  be  revered. 
Animakci        The  Term  of  feventy   Tears,  which  the  Prophet  Jere- 
intercejfion    miah  f  had  prefix'd  for  the  Continuance  of  Judah^s  Capti- 

•ivith  God,  vif\r 

fortheRefto.  ^""^  » 

ration  of  the 

Jews.  one  would  be  apt  to  guefs,  from  Dan.  vi.  8.  and  xli.  9.  Lo^tFs 

Commentary    on   Dan,    vi.    and    Patrick'^    Commentary    on 
Ejiher  i. 

f  By  this  it  feems,  as  if  the  Perfian  Government,  at  this 
Time,  was  a  Kind  oi  tn'ix'd  Monarchy,  confifting  of  a  King  and 
Nobles ;  forafmuch  as  we  find  that  the  King  could  do  nothing 
of  Importance  without  his  Counfellors,  nor  had  he  Power  to 
alter  any  Thing,  that  was  determin'd  in  Council.  Calmet''% 
Commentary. 

-j-  The  Lex  Talionis  condemned  all  Calumniators  to  the  fame 
Sort  of  Punifhment,  which  they  intended  to  have  brought  upon 
others  j  and,  in  this  Cafe,  among  the  Perfians,  it  was  a  frequent 
Thing  to  include  all  the  Family  in  the  Penalty  inflifled  on  the 
Father;  but  Abo7}nnand(e  Leges  (fays  Amjmantts  Marccllinus ) 
fer  quas,  ob  noxatn  unius,  omnis  propinquitas  perit.  Calmet^s 
Commentary. 

-f-  The  particular  Prophecies,  to  which  Daniel  alludes,  might 
probably  be  thefe,  ■  T^hus  faith  the  Lord  of  Hofls,  hecaufe 

ye  have  not  heard  my  Words,  behold,  1  'will  fend  and  take  all  the 
Families  of  the'Honh,  fl«<^ Nebuchadnezzar,  the  King  of '2>2L0y - 
Ion,  my  Sernjant,  and  ifill  bring  them  againjl  this  Land,   and  the 

Inhubitants  thereof, And  this  •vJoole  Landfhall  he  a  Defola- 

tion,  and  en  Afionifhmenty  and  thefe  Nations  fhall  ferije  the  King 
of  ^^.hylon  fiventy  Tears  ;  and  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  <vjhen  fe'venty 
Years  are  accomplifl^ed,    1  'will  punifJ^  the  King  c/" Babylon,    and 
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vity,  being  now  drawing  toward  a  Conclufion,  Daniel  (f)     A.  M. 
thoufrht  it  his  Duty  to  humble  himfelf  before  God,  and  to  Vi'J'nf'^-a 
make   his  ardent  Supphcations   to  nim,   that  he  would  re-  587,  &€. 
member  his  People,  and  grant  a  Reftoration  to  Jerufalem,  from  ]er. 
and  make  his  Face  again  to  Ihine  upon  this  ho/y  City,  and  l{i  Dan'iM^' 
his  SaJiSfuary,  which  was  de folate  :  Whereupon  he  had,  in  a  and  from' 
Vifion,  AfTurance  given  him  by  the  Angel  Gabriel^  not  only  ^^''^  '■  ^"  ^• 
of  the  Deliverance  of  fudah  from   their /^7«/)flr«/ Captivity  ^^^'^ 
under  the  Babylonians,  but  alfo  of  a  much  greater  Redemp- 
tion, which  God  would  give  his  Church,  by  delivering  them 
from  their  fpiritual  Captivity    under    Sin  and  Satan,  to  be 
accomplifh'd   at  the  End  oi  f event y  Weeks,    after  the  going 
forth   of  the  Commandment    to   rebuild  Jerufalcm,  i.  e.  at 
the  Expiration  o'i  four  hundred  and  ninety  Tears,  as  we  ihall 
have  occafion  to  explain  that  remarkable  Paflkge  {g)  hereafter. 

Upon  the  Reduction  of  Babylon,  (h)    which  put  an  End  Cyrus's  Ad. 
to  the   Chaldean  Empire,   after  it   had  continu'd,  from  the  '^''""'"^"f 

»  to   the  Ppt— 

Reign  of  Nahonajfar,    (who  founded  it)    two  hundred  and  fia„  £„^y,'j 
nine  Years,  Cyrus  went  into  Perfia,  to  make  a  Vifit  to  his  upon  the 
Father  and  Mother,  who  were  yet  living ;  and,  on  his  Re-  ^fV'^T 
turn  through  Media,  marry'd  the  Daughter,  and  only  Child,  fonift.  ^  ^'' 
of  his  Uncle  Darius,  and  had,  in  Dower  witli  her,  the  Re- 
verfion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Media,  after  her  Father's  Death  : 
So  that,  in  a  fhort  Time,    he  fucceeded,    not  only  to   the 
Babyloni/h  Empire,  but  to  the  two  additional  Kingdoms  of 
Perfia  and  Media  likewife,   and  from  hence  the  whole  Ex- 
tent of  his  Dominions  took  the  Name  of  the  Perfian  Em- 
pire. 

C  c  4  (i)  As 

that  Nation,  faith  the  Lord,  for  their  Iniquity  :  But  I  ivill  <vifit 
you,  afid  perform  my  good  Word  touijards  you,  /w  caufing  you  to  re- 
turn to  this  Place.  For  I  knouo  my  thoughts  that  1  think  toivards 
you,  faith  the  Lord,  Thoughts  of  PeacCy  and  not  of  Em  I,  to  gi<ve 
you  an  expelled  End,  Jer.  xxv.  S,iffc.  and  xxix.  lo,  ii.  But 
Prophecies,  he  knew  very  well,  were  but  conditional,  and,  for 
their  Accomplifliment,  dependent  in  a  great  Meafure  upon  the 
Behaviour  of  thofe,  to  whom  they  were  made.  One  Part  of  this 
Predidion  he  had  feen  executed,  in  the  Punifhment  of  the  King 
of  Babylon,  and  the  Tranflation  of  his  Kingdom  to  the  Medes 
and  Perftans ;  but  Reafon  good  he  had  to  fear,  left  the  Sins  of 
his  Countrymen,  the  yfouj,  fliould  retard  the  Completion  of  the 
other  Part,  vi'z..  their  Return  from  Captivity,  beyond  the  Com- 
pafs  ofy^i^rw/y  Tears :  And  this  was  both  the  Caufe  of  his  Grief, 
and  the  Motive  of  his  Prayer.     Calmct\  Commentary. 

(f)  Chap.  ix.         (g)  Dan.  ix.  24,  l^c,         {hj  Prideaux''i 
Connection,  Anno  540. 
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A.  M.  (i)  As  foon  as  Cyrus  was  come  into  the  full  Pofleflion  of 

3(bV  chrif*  ^^  Empire,  he  publifli'd  a  Decree  f,  wherein    he  gave  free 

587J  &c.  Liberty  to  the  Jews  to  return  into  their  own  Country,  and 

Fromjcr.  xl.  to  rebuild  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord  at  Jerufalem.     +  Many  of 
7.toxlv.aii  J      J-  \. 

Daniel,  and  ""= 

from  Ezra  i, 

to  V.  (i)  Ezra  i.  i,  &c. 

O^'WJ      f  It  is  a  good  deal  more  than  probable,  that  this  Decree  in 
■^"^^'"'^"'^Tavour  of  the  JenvsjVJS^s,  in  a  great  Meafure,  owing  to  DaniePs 
snd  Decree'  good  Offices.     Cyrus,  at  his  firil  coming  to  Eahylon,  after  he  had 
for  their  Re.  taken  the  City,  found  him  there  an  old  Minifter  of  State,  fam'd 
Jioration.      for  his  great  Wifdom  over  all  the  Eaji,   and,  in  many  Things, 
for  a  Knowledge  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  Mankind  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, we  find,  that  he  not  only  employed  him  as  fuch,  but,  upon 
the  fettling  of  the  Government  of  the  whole  Empire,  made  him 
firft  Superintendant,  or  Prime  Minijler  of  State,  over  all  the  Pro- 
vinces of  it.     In    this  Station  of  Life,  Da?!iel  muft  have  been 
a  Perfon  of  great  Authority  at  Court,    and  highly  in  the  Efteem 
of  his  Prince,  and  therefore,  as  we  find  him  earnell  in  his  Prayer 
to  God  for  the  Reftoration  of  his  People,   Dan.  ix.  we  cannot 
but  think,  that  he  would  be  equally  warm   in   his  Interceffions 
for  it  with  the  King.     To  which  Purpofe,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  he  might  (hew  him  thofe  Paffages  in  Jfaiah,  which  fpeak  of 
him  by  Name,  (an  hundred  and  fifty  Years  before  he  was  born) 
as  a  great  Prince,  and  Conqueror,  the  Ruler   of  many  Nations, 
and  the  Reftorer   of  his  People,  by  caufing  his  Temple  to  be 
built,    and  the  City  oi  Jerufalem  re-inhabited.     For,  that  Cyrus 
had  feen  thofe  Prophecies,  the  Thing  is  plain,  not  only  from  the 
Teftimony  of  yo^/)^«/,    Antiq.  lib.  xi.   c.   i.  but  from  the  Re- 
^       cital,  that  is  made  of  them  in  the  Decree  itfelf,  E^ra  i.  2.  and, 
if  fo,  who  fhould  be  fo  proper  to  fhew  them  to  him,  and  to  re- 
commend the  Accomplifhment  of  them  to  his  Princely  Care,  as 
Daniel,  who  had  fo  great  Credit  with  him,    and  fo  paffionate  a 
Concern  for  the  Reftoration  of  Sion  ?     Frideaux\  Connexion, 
Anno  538. 
'  -f  Some  are  of  Opinion,  that,  among  the  facred  Things,  which 

Cyrus  order'd  to  be  reftor'd,  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  was  one  ; 
but  it  no  where  appears,  that  this  Ark  was  carry 'd  from  Jeru- 
falem to  Babylon.  They  tell  us  indeed,  that,  in  the  fecond 
Temple,  Sacrifices  were  ofter'd,  as  inthcyf;;/?,  and  all  folemn 
Days  obferv'd,  efpecially  the  great  Day  of  Expiation,  when  the 
Law  ordain'd,  that  the  Blood  fhould  be  fprinkled  before  the 
Mercy  Seat ;  and  the  Mercy  Seat, fay  they,  was  Part  of  the  Ark  : 
But,  befides  that  the  Ark,  without  the  Shechiuah,  or  Di'vint 
Glory,  (which  was  then  withdrawn)  would  have  been  of  no  great 
Significance,  the  Jeivs  univerfally  acknowledg'd,  that  the  Jrk 
was  one  of  the  five  Things,  that  were  wanting  in  the  fecond 
Temple. 
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the  facred  Veflels,   (to  the  Number  of  5400  1|)  which  Ne-    A.  M.^ 
luchadnezzar  had  taken  out  of  the  former  Houfe,    brought  Ant!'chrift. 
to  Babylon,  and  plac'd  in  the  Temple  of  his  God  Bel,  he  587,  &c. 
order'd  his  Treafurer  to  reftore;  and  wrote  Letters  *  recom-  ^.'""^  J^^^j^ 
mendatory  to  the  Governors  of  feveral  Provinces  to  affift  the  ail  Daniel,' 
Jews  in  their  Undertaking.  and  from 

The  Encouragement,  which  was  given  them  by  Virtue ^^" '•J"^ 
of  this  Decree,  made  the  Jews  foon  gather  together  out  of  ^-^^^ 
the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  of  Babylon,  to  the  Num- 
ber of  forty  two  Thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty,  which, 
together  with  their  Servants,  (who  were  feven  Thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty  feven  more)  amounted  in  all  to 
49,697  Perfons.  For,  not  only  thofe  of  Judah  and  Ben- 
jamin, but  feveral  alfo  of  the  other  Tribes,  that  had  been 
carry'd  away  by  Tiglath-Pikfer,  and  Efarhaddon,  yet  ftill 
retain'd  the  true  Worfhip  of  God  in  a  ftrange  Land,  took 
the  Benefit  of  this  Decree  to  return  into  their  own  Country. 

The 

II  The  Sum  total  of  the  Veflels,  as  they  are  nam'd  in  Ezra 
\.  g,  10.  do  not  amount  to  half  this  Number  ;  and  therefore 
fome  have  thought,  that  there  mufl  be  a  numerical  Error,  either 
in  one  Place,  or  the  other ;  whilft  others  fuppofe,  that,  as  in  z 
Chron.  xxxvi.  i8.  Nebuchadnezzar  is  (aid  to  have  carry'd  a- 
way  all  the  Vejfels,  both  great  and  f mall,  in  this  Detail  the  larger 
Veflels  only,  and  fuch  as  were  of  great  Value,  are  mention'd, 
but  that  the  grofs  Sum  comprehends  all,  and  amounts  to  the 
Number  fpecify'd.     Patrick's  Commentary  on  Ezra  i.  1 1. 

*JoJephus  has  recorded  one,  which  is  direfted  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  Syria,  in  the  following  Manner. 

*•  Cyrus,  the  King,  to  Syjina,  and  Sarabafan,  fendeth  greeting, 
"  Be  it  known  unto  you,  that  I  have  given  Leave  to  all  the 
*'  Jenvs,  that  are  in  my  Dominions,  to  return  into  their  own 
"  Country,  and  there  to  rebuild  their  capital  City,  with  the 
*'  holy  Temple  at  Jerufalem,  in  the  fame  Place,  where  it  fliood 
*'  before.  I  have  likewife  fent  my  Treafurer  Mithridates, 
"  and  Zerubbabel,  the  Governor  of  Judea,  to  fuperintend  the 
««  Building,  and  to  fee  it  rais'd  fixty  Cubits  upward  from  the 
*'  Ground,  and  as  many  over;  the  Walls  to  be  three  Rows  of 
**  polifli'd  Stone,  and  one  of  the  Wood  of  the  Country,  toge- 
*'  ther  with   an   Altar  for  Sacrifices,    and  all  this   to  be  done 

"  at  my  Charge. It  is  my  further  Pleafure,   that  they  re- 

*'  ceive  entire  to  themfelves  all  the  Profits,  and  Revenues, 
*'  that  were  formerly  enjoy'd  by  their  PredeceflTors.  and  that 
*'  they  have  an  Allowance  paid  them  of  205,500  Drachmas, 
«'  in  Confideration  of  Beafts  for  Sacrifices,  Wine,  and  Oil,  and 

"  2,500 


41  o  •   Tbf  Hijfory  of  the  BIBLE,     Book  VII. 

A.  M.        Th  e  chief  Leaders  of  thcfe  returning  Captives  were  Ze~ 
"Ant'chviC.  ^''^^^^^el^^^Jofi>^<^'   Zerubbabel  i  (whofe  BabyloniJJjNzme 
587J  &c.     v/as   Shejhba-zzar)  was   the   Son    of  Salathiel,  the  Son  of 
From  Jer.     yehoiakim  King  of  Judah,  who  was  kept  fo  long  Captive 
all  Da*^"  1  ^  ^"  Babylon  ;  and  JoJIma  was  the  Son  of  Jozadach,  the  Son 
and  from  '   of  Seraiah,  who  was  High  Prieft,  when  Jerufale?n  was  de- 
Ezra  i.  to  v.ftroy'd,  and  put  to  Death  by  Nebuchadnezzar  at  Riblah  in 
^^l^-O''"'^^  Syria ;  fo  that  the  former  of  them  was  defcended  from   the 
LTJderf,'"'^  ^eg^h  and  the  latter  from  the  Pontifical,  Family  in  a  dire6l 
their  Re-     Line.     Zcrubbabcl  was  made  Governor  of  the   Land  by  a 
turn,  and    Commiflion    from   Cyrus  ;  Jojhua   of  courfe  fucceeded   to 
FcZafion  ^^^  *^'^^^^  Priefthood  ;  and    with  them  were  joined  feverai 
of  the  new  Others,  as  AJfiJiers  for  the  fettling  all  Affairs  both  in  Church 
^empk.        and  State. 

On  the  firfl  Month  of  the  Jeivijh  [acred  Year,  (which 
is  called  Nifan,  and  anfwers  to  Part  of  March,  and  Part 
of  Jprtl  in  our  Calendar)  the  People  arriv'd  in  Judea ; 
and,  having  difpers'd  themfelves,  according  to  their  Tribes 
and  Families,  in  their  feverai  Cities,  they  fet  about  the  re- 
building of  their  Houfes,  and  the  Cultivation  of  their  Lands, 
after  they  had  lain  defolate,  from  the  Murther  of  Gedaliah, 
two  and  fifty  Years.  On  the  feventh  Month,  (vi'hich  is 
called  Tizri,  and  anfwers  in  Part  to  our  September  and 
OSIober)  all  the  People,  from  their  feverai  Cities,  met  toge- 
ther at  Jcrufalem,  and,  on  the  firft  Bay  of  that  Month, 
there  celebrated  the  f  Feaji  of  the  Trumpets.     On  the  tenth 

v/as 

"  2,500  Meafures  of  Wheat,  in  Lieu  of  fine  Flour,  and  all  this 
'•  to  be  rais'd  upon  the  Tribute  of  Samaria  ;  that  the  Priells 
"  may  offer  up  Sacrifices,  according  to  the  Laws  and  Ceremo- 
"  nies  of  Mo/es,  and  pray  daily  for  the  King,  and  the  Royal 
**  Family,  and  for  the  Welfare,  and  Happinefs  of  the  Perjian 
"  Empire  ;  and  let  no  Man  prefunie  to  do  any  Thing,  contrary 
"  to  the  Tenor  of  this  my  Royal  Will  and  Proclamation,  upon 
•'  Pain  of  forfeiting  Life  and  Eftate."  JeiviJI:/  Anciq.  lib.  xi.  c.  i . 

•j-  In  the  Time  of  the  Captivity,  it  was  a  common  Thing  for 
the  great  Men  of  Judah  to  have  two  Names ;  one  of  their  own 
Country,  which  was  do?neftick,  and  another  of  the  Chaldeans, 
which  was  us'd  at  Court.  Zcrubbabel  was  born  in  Babylon  ;  and  his 
Name,  which  fignifies  an  Exile,  or  Stranger  in  Babylon,  imports 
the  Mifery  of  the  People  of  Ifrael  at  that  Time  ;  but  Shejhbaz- 
zar,  which  is  a  Compound  of  two  Words,  fignifying  fine  Linen 
and  Gold,  feems  to  be  a  Name  of  a  better  Omen,  and  to  denote 
their  future  more  flouriihing  Condition.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

-j-  The  firft  Day  of  the  Month  Tizri  was  the  Beginning  of 
the  JciviJh  Civil  Year,  and  on  it  was  the  Feafi  of  Trumpets,  fo 

called. 
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was  the  great  Day  of  Expiation  f ,  when  the  HIgh-Prieft     A.  M. 
made  Atonement   for  all  the  People  j  and   on  tht  fifteenth '^^^'^ ' ^^^.^^ 

began  387J  &c. 

From   Jer, 

called,  becaufe  it  was  proclaimed  by  Sound  o?  Trumpet  ;  but,  up-  ^'  7- ^"."j^' 
on  what  Occafion  it  was  at  firft  inftituted,  the  Scripture  is  filent.  \^^^  ^^^^ ' 
Theodoret  (Qiieft.  xxxii.  in  Levit.)  is  of  Opinion,  that  it  was  in  Ezra  i.  to  v. 
Memory  of  the  Thunder  and  Lightning  upon  Mount  Zinai,  when  l.^'VNj 
God  gave  his  Law  from  thence.  The  ancient  Rabbins  will  have 
it,  that  it  was  in  Remembrance  of  the  Deliverance  of  Ifaac,  in 
whofe  Stead  Abraham  facrific'd  a  Ram;  but  fome  modern  Je^s 
maintain,  that  it  was  in  Memory  of  the  World's  Creation, 
which  they  accordingly  affert  was  in  the  Beginning  of  Autumn  i 
and,  as  they  hold  it  by  Tradition,  that  on  this  Day  God  parti- 
cularly judges  all  the  Aftions  of  the  foregoing  Year,  and  dif- 
pofes  all  the  Events  of  the  Year  following,  for  this  Reafon, 
they  generally  apply  themfelves,  for  the  whole  eight  Days  pre- 
ceding this  Feaft,  to  the  Works  of  Penance  and  Mortification. 
On  the  Feaft  itfelf  (which  lafts  for  two  Days)  all  Labour  and 
Bufinefs  is  fufpended,  and  (while  Sacrifices  were  in  Ufe)  the 
Jc^s  offer'd,  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  Nation,  a  folemn  Ho- 
locaufi  of  a  Calf,  two  Rams,  and  feven  Lambs,  all  of  the  fame 
Year,  together  with  the  Flour  and  Wine,  that  ufually  went 
along  with  fuch  Sacrifices  :  But,  inftead  of  that,  they  non.v  go 
to  the  Synagogue,  where  they  repeat  feveral  Prayers  and  Bene- 
didlions,  and,  having  taken  the  Pentateuch  very  folemnly  out  of 
the  Cheft,  and  read  to  five  Perfons  the  Sacrifice,  that  us'd  to  be 
perform'd  on  that  Day,  they  found  twenty  Times  upon  an 
Horn,  fometimes  very  low,  fometimes  very  loud  ;  and  this, 
they  fay,  makes  them  think  of  the  Judgments  of  God,  to  inti- 
midate Sinners,  and  put  them  upon  Repentance.  Calmet\ 
Didlionary  under  the  Word  Trumpet. 

f  This  was  one  of  the  principal  Solemnities  of  the  Jeijos, 
and  the  Ceremonies  to  be  obferv'd  hereon  were  fuch  as  thefe. 
The  High-Priejl,  after  he  had  walh'd  not  only  his  Hands  and 
Feet,  (as  ufual  in  common  Sacrifices)  but  his  Body  likewife, 
drefs'd  himfelf  in  a  plain  Linen  Garment  like  one  of  the  Friefts, 
and  had  neither  his  Purple  Robe,  his  Ephod,  nor  his  PeSloral  on, 
becaufe  he  was  going  to  expiate  his  own,  as  well  as  the  Peo- 
ple's, Sins.  He  firft  of  all  offer'd  a  Bullock,  and  a  Ram  for  his 
own  Sins,  and  thofe  of  the  other  Priefts,  putting  his  Hand  upon 
their  Heads,  and  confefiing  his  own  Sins,  and  the  Sins  of  his 
Houfe  ;  then  he  receiv'd  from  the  Princes  of  the  People  two 
Go«/^,  for  a  Sin-OiFering,  and  a  i?^?/.' for  a  Burnt- Offering,  to 
be  offer'd  in  the  Name  of  all  the  People.  By  Lots  it-  was  deter- 
min'd  which  of  the  two  Goats  (hould  be  facrific'd,  and  which 
fet  at  Liberty ;  and  therefore,  after  (hat  he  had  perfum'd  the 

Sau^uary 
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A.  M.  began  the  Feaji  of  Tabernacles  f ,  which  lafted  till  the 
An^'ch^rlft  ^'^^'^0'  i^^^'<^-  During  all  which  Solemnities,  the  People 
587,  &c.  ftay'd 

From  Jer. 

^\\  n'^°^'^"  ^^"^"^^y  ^^'1^  ^0"^^  burning  Incenfe,  he  took  of  the  Blood  of 
and  from '  ^^^  Bullock,  which  he  had  facrific'd,  and  dipping  his  Finger 
Ezra  i.  to  v.  in  it,  fprinkled  it  feven  Times  between  the  Ark  and  the  Veil, 
\yY'^\ti  which  Separated  between  the  Holy  of  Holies,  and  the  Body  of 
the  Tabernacle,  or  Temple.  After  this,  he  came  out  again, 
and,  having  facrific'd  the  Goat,  upon  which  the  Lot  was  fallen, 
he  return'd  with  fome  of  its  Blood  into  the  SanSiuary,  and 
there  fprinkled  it,  as  he  had  done  before  :  Then,  coming  out 
again,  he  fprinkled  both  Sides  of  the  Court  with  the  Blood  of 
the  Goat,  and  fo  proceeding  to  the  Altar  of  Burnt-Offerings,  he 
wet  the  four  Horns  of  it  with  the  Blood  of  the  Goat  and  the 
Bullock,  and  fprinkled  it  feven  Times  with  the  fame.  After 
all  thefe  Ceremonies  were  finifti'd,  the  Goat,  that  was  to  be 
fct  at  Liberty,  (which  was  commonly  called  the  Scape -Goat)  was 
brought  to  the  High-Prieft,  who  put  both  his  Hands  upon  its^ 
Head,  and  having  confefs'd  all  his  own  Sins,  and  the  Sins  of 
the  People,  delivered  it  to  Perfons  appointed  to  that  Office, 
who  carry'd  it  into  the  Wildernefs,  and  left  it  upon  the  Brink  of 
a  Precipice,  at  twelve  Miles  Dillance  from  Jerufalem.  After 
all  which,  the  High-Prieft  wafh'd  himfelf  all  over  again  in  the 
Tabernacle,  or  Temple,  and,  putting  on  his  pontifical  Drefs, 
facrific'd  two  Rams  for  a  Burnt-Offering,  one  for  himfelf,  and 
the  other  for  the  People  ;  and  fo  concluded  the  Day,  with 
reading  the  Law,  and  giving  the  Bleffing  to  the  People,  who 
all,  upon  this  Occafion,  behav'd  with  great  Devotion,  fafted 
pundlually,  and  return'd  Home  with  a  full  Perfuafion  and  Affu- 
rance  that  their  Sins  were  entirely  done  away,  and  expiated. 
The  modern  Jenvs,  who  have  no  Sacrifices,  content  themfelves 
with  reading  in  Leviticus  what  relates  to  the  folemn  Service  of 
this  Day,  and  the  Ceremonies  concerning  the  Scape-Goat.  They, 
in  like  Manner,  faft  very  ftridly,  and  pray  very  devoutly,  un- 
til the  Conclufion  of  the  Day,  when,  having  receiv'd  the  Rab- 
bin s  Bleffing,  they  go  Home,  fully  fatisfy'd  that  all  their  Ini- 
quities are  pardon'd  :  For  their  ftanding  Maxim  is,  that  Re- 
pentance, though  accompanied  with  a  Refolution  of  living  well, 
does  but  fufpend  Sins  ;  ivhereas  the  Feajl  of  Expiation  does  abfo- 
lutely  abolifh  them.  The  Reader  that  is  defirous  to  know  more 
of  this,  may  confult  Bafnage's  Hiftory  of  the  Je^ws,  and  Cal- 
met^  Dictionary,   under  the  Word  Expiation. 

•\  This  was  one  of  the  great  Solemnities  of  the  yeios,  where- 
in all  the  Males  were  oblig'd  to  prefent  themfelves  before  the 
Lord.  In  Hebrew  it  is  called  Chag  haffuchoth,  the  Feajl  of 
Tents ;  becaufe  it  was  kept  under  green  Tents,  and  Arbours,  in 

Memory 
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ftay'd  at    Jerufalem,  and,    to  promote    the  Reftoration  of    A.  M. 
God's  Worfliip   in   that 'Place,    the  Free- Will  OfFerings,  ^^^^J'^f^^^ 
which  they  made  upon  that  Occafion,  (befides  an   hundred  587,  &c. 
Veftments  for  the  Priefts)  amounted   to  fixty  one  Thoufand  F'"'"  Jer. 
Drachms  of  Gold,  and  five  Thoufand  Minas  of  Silver,  which,  \{y^  ^i,l^^\  ^' 
in  all,    comes  to  about  f  feventy  five  Thoufand    five  hun-  and  from* 

dred  ^-"^  i-  ^°  ^• 

Memory  of  their  dwelling  in  Tents  in  their  Paflage  thro'  the 
Wildernefs,  and  immediately  after  the  Har-ve^,  in  grateful  Ac- 
knowledgment to  God  for  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  which  they 
had  lately  gather'd  in.  It  was  obferv'dfor  feven  Days  ;  and,  of 
the  feveral  Sacrifices,  which  were  appointed  for  each  Day,  we 
have  a  pundual  Account  in  the  Book  of  Numbers,  Chap.  xxix. 
12,  i^c.     The  modern  y^wj,  not   having  now  an  Opportunity 
of  going  to  the  Temple,  and  performing  all  the   Ceremonies 
prefcrib'd    by   Mofes,   make  (each  for  himfelf )  in  fome  open 
Place,  a  Bower,   or  Arbour,  of  the  Branches  of  Trees  of  fuch 
a  determinate   Height,    hung  round  about,    and   adorn'd,    as 
much  as  they  can  ;  where  they  eat  and  drink,  and  pafs  at  leaft 
as  much  Time,  as  they  do  in  their  Houfes,  for  all  the  Days  of 
the  Fejii'val ;  but  fuch  as  are  old,  or  fick,  are  excus'd,  and, 
when  it  rains  very  hard,  they  are  permitted  to  retire  to  their 
Houfes.     On  the  firil  Day  of  the  Feaft,  they  take    one  Branch 
of  Palnit  three  of  Myrtle,  and  one  of  Willovj,  bound  together, 
which  they   carry  in   their  Right-Hand,  and,  having  a  Branch 
of  Citron,  with  its  Fruit,  in   their  Left,  they  thus  make  four 
Turns  about  the   Reading-dejk,  in    their  Synagogues.     On  the 
fe^enth  Day,    (which  is  accounted  more  holy  than  the  reft)  they 
rife  with  the  Sun,  and,  going  to  the  Synagogue,  fing  abundance 
of  Prayers  (which  they  repeat  all  the  Fea/l)   with  a  prodigious 
Rapidity,  as  fuppofing,  that,   during  their  Journey,  they  were 
oblig'd  to  make  hafte   even  in  the  Service   of  God.     On   the 
eighth,  (for  they  have  added   tivo  Days  to  what  Mofes   at  firll 
prefcrib'd)  they  get  their    Friends  together,  and  give  them  an 
Entertainment ;  and  on  the  tiinth,  which  they  call  the  Joy  of  the 
La^,  they  compleat  the  Reading  of  the  Pentateuch,  according 
to  the  Order  of  its  Sedions.     Bafnage""^  Hiftory  of  the  Jc<ws, 
and  Calmet's  Diftionary,  under  the  Word  Tabernacles. 

■\  For  every  Drachm  of  Gold  is  worth  Ten  Shilhngs  of  our 
Money,  and  every  Mina  of  Silver  Nine  Pounds ;  for  it  contain'd 
fixty  Shekels,  and  every  Shekel  of  Silver  is  worth  Three  Shil- 
lings of  our  Money.  From  whence  it  appears,  that 
the  Jeivs  were  not  made  fuch  poor  Slaves  in  Babylon,  as 
wrought  for  their  Lords  and  Mailers,  but  had  fome  of  them 
very  confiderable  Oflices  at  Court,  and  all  Liberty  to  trade, 
and  get  Riches  for  thcmfelves ;  and,  confequently,  that  there 

may 
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A.  M.     dred  Pounds  of   our   Money  ;  and   with  this  Fund  they 
imJchtiii.  ^^g^"   ^^le  Work  of    rebuilding  the  Temple. ) 
siT,&c.         To  this  Purpofe,  having  employ 'd  the  firft  Year  in  pre- 
From  jer,'     paring  Materials  and   providing  Workmen,  in   the  fecond 
ali' "j^3°^j^' Month  of  the  fecond  Year,  (which  anfwers  in  Part  to  our 
and  from  '   Jpril  and  May)  they  laid  the  Foundation  of  it  with  great 
Ezra  i.  to  v.  Joy  and  Solemnity  ;  only  the  old  Men,  who  had  feen  the 
***'''"^'"^  Glory  of  the  firft  Temple,    and  had  no  Expc61;ation,  that 
This,  which  was  now  a-building  by  a  few  poor  Exiles,  lately 
return'd   from   their  Captivity,    would  ever   equal    That, 
which  had  all  the  Riches  of  David  zr\6  Solomon  [two  of  the 
wealthieft  Princes  of  the  Eaji)  expended  on  it,  wept  at  the 
Remembrance  of  the  old,  whilft  the  others  rejoic'd   at  the 
laying  the  Foundations  of  the  new  Temple. 
Tie  Samaii-      Whilst  the  "Jews  Were  going  on  with  this  Work,  the 
*^"/  "'^ff'      ^(^^(i^itans,  who  were  planted  in  feveral  Cities  of  Ifrael  in 
fiance,  but     ^^  Room  of  the  IfracUtes,   whom  SalmanaJJar,     King  of 
hebig^  refuj-  JJfyrta,  had  long  before  carry'd  away  Captive,  hearing  that 
"jj  ^M'''',^   they  were  about  rebuilding  their  Temple,  came  to  the  Go- 
vernor Zerubbabel,  and   defir'd  to   join  with  them  in   the 
Work,  alledging,  that  they  worfhipp'd  the  fame  God,  that 
the  People  oiyudah  did.     The  Governor  however,  and  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Families  oi  Ifrael,  would  by  no  Means  allow 
them  to  have  any  Share  in  the  Work,  being  apprehenfive, 
that  they,  who  were  no  better  than  Idolaters  f  notwithftand- 
ing  they  pretended  to  worfhip  the  God  of  Ifrael,  might  have 
fome  evil  Defign  in  the  Offer  of  their  Service,  and  therefore 
they  abfolutely  refus'd   them ;  which  fo   exafpcrated  the  o- 
thcr,  that,  from  that  very  Moment,  they  made  it  their  En- 
deavour, 

may  not  be  all  the  Truth  imaginable,  in  that  common  faying  a- 
mong  them,  -viz.  That  they  njuere  only  the  Bran,  i.  e.  the  Dregs 
of  the  People,  mohoj-etiirndto  Jerufalem,  after  the  End  of  the 
Captivity,  and  that  all  the  fine  Flour  fi of  d  behind  at  Babylon, 
Prideuux\  Connexion,  Anno  536. 

f  For  although,  from  the  Time  that  they  had  been  infefted 
with  Lions,  in  the  Days  of  Efa)-haddon,  they  had  worfhipp'd 
the  God  of  Ifrael,  yet  it  was  only  in  Conjundion  with  their 
other  Gods,  whom  they  worfhipp'd  before  ;  and  therefore, 
notwithflanding  their  Worfhip  of  the  true  God,  fince  they 
worfhipp'd  falfe  Gods  too  at  the  fame  Time,  they  were,  in  this 
Refpeft,  Idolaters,  which  was  Reafon  enough  for  the  true  Wor- 
^  Ihippers  of  God  to  have  no  Communion  with  them.   Prideaux'j^ 

Connexion,  Anno  534. 
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deavour,  as  much   as  in  them  lay,  to  obftrudt  the  Work  :    A.  M. 
And  tho'  they  could  not  alter  the  Decree,  which  Cyrus  had  ^'^n'/'^.^J 
made  in  Favour  of  it;  yet  by  Bribes,  and  underhand  Deal- "587'^  ^l\' 
ings  with  his  Minifters,  they,  in  a  great  Meafure,  defeated      From 
Its  Effea.  So  that,  for  fcveral  Years,  the  Building  went  but  Jj^J"  ""l^^'J^^ 
ilowly  on,  and,  upon  the  Death  of  the  Prophet  *  Daniel,  niLi,  Ld 

who  fi'oni  Ezra  i, 
to  V. 

*  We  do  not  find  that  Daniel  tOok  the  Advantage  of  the  E-  < 
dift)  which  Cyrus  made  in  Favour  of  the  Jenui  ;  and  therefore 
we  may  fuppofe,  that,  as  he  did  not  return  with  them  to  Jeru- 
falem,  the  King  might  require  his  Continuance  with  him,  and 
Daniel  might  the  rather  confent  to  it,  as  having  thereby  a  bet- 
ter Opportunity  to  befriend  his  Countrymen  upon  any  Exigence- 
To  this  Purpofe,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  he  attended  the 
Per  [tan  Court,  which,  after  the  taking,  and  defacing,  oi  Babylon, 
refided  in  Summer  at  Shujhan,  or  Sufa,  and,  in  Winter,  at  Ecba- 
tana.  In  the  Palace  of  Shiijhan,  Daniel  (as  himfelf  tells  us, 
Chap.  viii.  1.  iffc.)  had  feveral  Vifions.  In  this  City  (as  Jofe- 
phus  informs  us,  Antiq.  lib.  x.  c.  \z.  where,  inflead  oi  Ecbata- 
na,  St.  Jerom  reads  Sufa)  he  built  a  famous  Edifice,  finiih'd 
with  fuch  exquifite  Art,  that  it  contina'd  frefli  and  beautiful  in 
his  Days ;  and  in  this  City,  the  Common  Tradition  is,  that  he 
died  in  the  third  or  fourth  Year  oi  Cyrus,  and  about  the  gift 
Year  of  his  Age;  for  even  to  this  Day  (as  we  learn  from  Ben- 
jamin 5  Itinerariu7n)  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Place  (at  prefent  cal- 
led Tiijier)  ftiew  his  Monument.  But  the  moft  valuable  Monu- 
ment, left  behind  him,  is  in  his  Writings,  whereof  the  Jen.v'/.h 

Hiflorian  gives  us  this  Charafter  :  —  "  He  had  this  pecu- 

"  liar  Bleffing  attending  him,  that  he  liv'd  in  great  Reputation, 
"  both  with  Prince  and  People,  and,  when  he  died,  left  an  im- 
"  mortal  Memory  behind  him.  His  Writings,  which  are  ftill 
"  extant,  and  in  common  Ufe,  we  keep  as  a  fure  Pledge,  that 

**  he  had  an  Intimacy  and  Convcrfation  with  God  :  ■ 

*'  For,  whereas  other  Prophets  were  more  employed  in  forebo- 
*'  ding  Calamities  and  ill  News,  which  drew  upon  them  Dif- 
"  grace  from  Princes,  and  Hatred  from  the  People,  Daniel,  on 
"  the  contrary,  foretold  nothing,  but  happy  Events,  and  what 
"  was  agreeable  ;  fo  that  the  Nature  of  his  Prediftions  was 
"  fuch,  as  gain'd  him  the  Good-Will  of  all,  and  fuch  the  Cer- 
"  tainty  of  them,  as  gain'd  him  a  ready  Credence  with  all  : 
*'  Which  (as  the  Hiflorian  remarks)  may  ferve,  not  only  to  ell.i- 
•'  blilli  a  Veneration  for  the  Memory  of  a  Man,  whom  God 
"  fo  fignally  honour'd,  but  to  confound  likewife  the  impious 
"  Dodlrines  of  the  Epicureans,  which  will  not  allow  oi  any 
"  overruling  Providence  interpofing  in  the  Government  and 
*•  Prefervation  of  the  Utiiver/e,  but  will  have  the  whole  Courfe 

'      '  of 
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A.  M.    who  was  a  powerful  Advocate  for  his  Countrymen  at  the 
Pcrfian  Court,  and  the  Death  of  their  great  Benefactor  Cy- 
rus *,  which  happen'd   not  long  after,  it  was  quite  inter- 
mitted, until  the  fecond  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Darius^  the 
J"'  ^Ij  '^^^°_  Son  of  Hyjiafpesy  wherein  it  was  re-aflum'd. 

niel,  and 

from  Ezra  i.  The     OBJECTION. 

"  "O  U  T  what  Credit  foever  Daniel  might  have  with 
*'  XJ  Cyrus  the  Perfian,  and  with  the  Kings  of  Babylon^ 
*'  his  Predeceffbrs^  as  a  State- Minijier  and  Politician,  'tis 
*'  certain,  that  he  never  was  look'd  upon,  even  by  his  own 
*'  Countrymen,  as  a  Prophet ;  nor  was  the  Book,  which 
*'  goes  under  his  Name,  ever  receiv'd  into  their  Canon  of 
"  Holy  Writ.  The  Truth  is,  the  Method  of  his  Educati- 
on 

**  of  fublunary  Things  to  be  nothing  more,  than  one  grand  Hud- 
**  die  of  Contingencies.  For,  when  I  confider  the  Prophecies 
"  of  Daniel,  (fays  he)  I  cannot  but  blame  the  Ignorance,  or  ir- 
"  reverence  of  thofe,  who  make  it  their  Frofeffion  to  decry  Pro- 
*'  vidence,  as  if  God  took  no  Care  of  us,  iince  it  is  impoffible 
*'  to  conceive,  how  there  Ihould  be  fuch  a  Correfpondence  be- 
*'  tween  the  Things  foretold  at  one  Time,  and  fulfilled  fo  many 
"  Ages  after,  if,  according  to  their  Opinion,  every  Thing  were 
*'  left  to  run  at  Random,  and  fall  out  at  Hap  hazard."  Je^ijh 
Antiq.  lib.  x.  c.  12. 

*  It  is  generally  agreed  by  Hiftorians,  that  Cyvus  was  much 
about  feventy  Years  old,  when  he  died,  but  then  they  widely 
differ  among  themfelves,  as  to  the  Manner  of  his  Death.  Some 
fay,  that  he  was  taken  in  an  Engagement,  and  hang'd  ;  others, 
that  he  died  of  a  Wound,  winch  he  received  in  his  Thigh  j  and 
others,  that  he  was  killed  in  a  Battle  with  the  People  of  ^amos. 
Herodotus,  Juftin,  and  Valerius  Maximus  relate,  that,  in  his 
War  againft  the  Scythians,  falling  into  an  Ambufli,  which  Queen 
Tomyris  had  laid  for  him,  he  was  taken  Prifoner,  and,  with  In- 
fult  enough,  had  his  Head  cut  off  by  her  Order  ;  but  Xenophons 

Account  is, that   he  died  peaceably  in  his  Bed,  amidft 

his  Friends,  and  in  his  own  Country  j  as  indeed  there  is  little 
Reafon  to  think,  either  that  io  wife  a  Man,  as  Cyrus,  (hould, 
in  his  advanced  Years,  engage  in  fo  defperate  an  Undertaking, 
as  this  Scythian  Expedition  is  reprefented  on  all  Hands  ;  or  that, 
had  he  died  in  Scythia,  his  mangled  Body  could  have  ever  been 
got  out  of  the  Hands  of  thefe  Barbarians  to  be  buried  at  Pa- 
fargada  in  Perjia,  as  moft  Authors  agree  it  was,  and  where  hi» 
Monument  was  to  be  feen,  in  the  Time  oi  Alexander  the  Great, 
Calmet's  Diflionary,  under  the  Word  Cyrus,  and  Frideaux's  Con« 
neftion,  Anno  530. 
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"  on  was  abhorrent  to  the  Spirit  of  Propl>ecy.     He  was  \x\-     A,  M. 
"  ftruded  in  the  Learning  of  the  Chaldeans^  and   [k)  bred  34-' 7.  ^<:- 
"  among   a  Set  of  Magicians^  Sorcerers^  and  Ajirclogers,  ^g""*  ^'f^' 
**  whom,  in  their  different  Faculties,  he  is  faid  (/)  to  have  ^   From' 
*'  vaftly  furpafs'd,  and  was  therefore  {m)  made  their  Pre-  ]"-  ^'^-  7-  *<> 
*'  fident :  But,  though  with  thefe  Qualifications,  he  might '^'^j'  and°^' 
*'  have  fet  up  for  a  top  Conjurer^  yet  who  would  ever  have  from  Ezra  I. 
**  fufpetSted  his  taking  upon  him  the  Charadler  of  a  Prophet  ?  to  v. 

"  {n)  The  Law  of  Mofes  threaten'd  with  immediate '*i^'*>r\i| 
**  Death,  not  only  the  Profefjors  of  Magick,  but  every 
**  one,  who  reforted  to  them.  The  People,  whom  God 
**  had  expelled  from  Canaayi,  were  Diviners^  Sootbfayersy 
*'  Obfervcrs  of  Tifnes,  and  Interpreters  of  Dreams^  (<?) 
*'  whom  he  declares  to  be  his  Abomination  ;  and  therefore 
*'  we  may  juftly  wonder,  that  Daniel^  who  feem'd  to  be 
*'  fo  Jcrupulous  in  other  Matters,  (/>)  as  not  to  dare  to  eat 
*'  of  the  Meat,  which  the  King  had  appointed  for  him  and 
**  his  Companions,  for  Fear  of  Pollution,  fhould  not  much 
*'  more  fear  to  be  defiled,  by  living  in  Community  with 
*'  fuch,  as  taught  thefe  black  Jrts,  and  by  becoming  him- 
*'  felf  one  of  their  Difciples  ;  and  much  more  may  we 
'*  wonder,  how  he  comes  to  deferve  fo  high  a  Commenda- 
"  tion  for  that  very  Thing,  viz.  {q)  his  imderjianding  Vi- 
*'  fans  and  Dreams,  for  which  other  Pretenders  to  that 
"  Kind  of  Knowledge  were  accounted  an  Ahcmination. 

*'  (r)  IN  all  Matters  of  IVifdom  and  Underjianding^ 
*'  that  the  King  enquired  of  them, his  Companions,  he  found 
*'  them  ten  Times  better,  than  all  his  Magicians,  and  A- 
*'  firologers,  and  yet  Daniel  is  reprefented  as  a  Proficient, 
*'  far  furpafling  the  reft  j  which  perhaps  may  help  to  unfold 
*'  the  Secret,  why,  when  the  other  three  were  caft  into  the 
*'  fiery  Furnace,  it  was  thought  proper  to  exempt  him, 
**■  namely,  becaufe  the  College  of  Magicians  might  be  loth 
*'  to  lofe  an  Adept,  fo  renown'd  for  his  Age,  and  who  was 
*'  like  to  prove  fo  great  an  Ornament  to  their  Body. 

*'  However  this  be,  *tis  certain,  that  the  Author  of 
**  the  Book,  which  goes  under  Daniel's  Name,  was  never 
"  a  Prophet,  but  a  certain  Hijiorian,  who  liv'd  fome  hun- 
*'  dred  Years  after  Daniel's  Time ;  and,  relating  Events, 
"  which,  a  long  while  before,  were  pafs'd  and  gone,  made 

*'  ufe 

{k)  Dan.  i.  4.  (/)  Ibid.  ver.  17.             [tn]  Chap.  ii.  48, 

[n]  Levit.  XX.  6.  {0)  Deut.  xviii.  12,            [p)  Dan.  i.  8. 

fq)  Ibid.  ver.  17.  (r)  Ibid.  ver.  20. 

Vol.  IV.  D  <X 
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A.  Tvf.    "  ufe  cf  Allegories^  and  a  fymboUccil  Way  of  exprcfling  him- 
5417,  &c.  a  j-gjf    merely  to  sive   his  Writing  the  Air  of  Prophecies. 

Ant.  Chnf.   ,,    ,   \  \>  •,•     1  •  t\       •    1         \.  »j 

eg?   £ff.        (^)  ■'■'0^^?  "  the  antient  jfJaw/f/,  who  was  carry  d  away  in 

Fiom'jer.    *'  the  Babjloiiljh  Captivity,  was  the  Author  of  this  Book, 

jtl.  7.  to  xlv.  tc  j^Q^  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  he  miftalces  the  very  Names  of 

and  from  '    *'  ^'"'^  Princes,  whofe  Courts  he  liv'd  in  ;  and  ufcs  fo  many 

tzra  i.  to  v.*«  Words,  derivative   from   the  Greeks  which    was  a  Lan- 

oOrXj* «'  guage  unknown  to  the  Jczvs,  till  a  long  while  after  this 

**  Captivity  ?  PIov/  com.es  he   not  to  be  found  (as  well  as 

**  other  Books  of  the  Old  Tejlammt)  in  the  Verfion  of  the 

*'  Seventy  ;  not  to  be  named  among  the  Prophets,  recited 

*'  in  Ecclefiajlicus  (t)  y    nor  fo  m.uch  as  taken  notice  of  by 

*'  yonathaity  who  isfuppos'd  to  have  made,  fome  Time  be- 

"  fore  our  Saviour's    Coming,  his  Paraphrafes  upon  the 

*'  Books  of  the  Prophets. 

"  Had  he  been  thought  of  Canonical  Authority,  it  is 
**  fcarce  imaginable,  how  he  could  have  been  pafs'd  by  in 
**  this  diflionourable  Manner :  But  the  Truth  is,  the  Jews, 
"  to  do  themfelves  Credit,  were  great  Com.pofers  of  Books 
*'  under  the  Names  of  their  Propliets,  and  particularly  un- 
*'  der  the  Name  of  Daniel.  We  have  feveral  fpurious 
**  Pieces,  fuch  as  the  Song  cf  the  three  Children.^  the  Sto- 
*'  ries  of  Sufan?ia  atid  the  two  Elders,  and  of  Bel  and  the 
*'  Dragon.,  extant  at  this  Day;  and,  in  like  Manner,  have 
*'  Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Author  of  the  Book  of  Da- 
*'  niel  was  a  Counterfeit,  who  liv'd  about  the  Time  of  An- 
*'  tiochiis  Epipha7:es,  and  v/rote  of  Things  paft,  in  a  pro- 
*'  phetlcal  Scile;  efpecially  ccnfidering,  that  the  Way  of  re- 
*'  prefenting  large  Scenes  of  Affairs  by  fuch  Images  and  Sym- 
*'  bols,  as  he  makes  ufe  of,  is  intirely  unlike  the  Books  of 
**  the  other  Prophets,  but  vaftly  conformable  to  the  Mode 
'*«  of  Writing,  which,  at  that  Time,  prevail'd  in  the  Schools 
*'  of  the  Greeks. 

^^  jE  S  O  P's  Lion  indeed  may  be  a  fit  Emblem  of  a  law- 
*'  lefs  Tyrant,  or  his  Fox,  of  a  crafty  Politician ;  but  where 
*'  is  the  Senfe  of  {u)  a  Lion  with  Eagle's  Wings,  or  a  Bear, 

"  with 

(j)  Collitis's  Scheme  of  Literal  Prophecy.         {/)  Chap.  xlix. 

(«)  Dan.  vii.  4. 

Humane  capiti  cervicem  Piflor  equinam 
Jungere  fi  vclit,  &  varias  inducere  plumas, 
Unciique  collatis  membris,  ut  turpiicr  atrum- 
Ltljnat  in  pifcem,  mulier  forniol'a  fuperne, 
Spedatum  admifli  rifum  teneatis,  amici  ? 

HoR.de  Art.  Poet, 
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"  with  three  Ribs  in  his  Mouth  j  of  a  Leopard  v/ith  four     A.  M. 
*'  Heads,  or  another  Beaft,  difterent  to  all  theie,  with  Eyes  y^^*'' pF^A 
*'  in   his  Horns  ?    A  Ram  with  tv/o  Horns  (tho'  the  one    "37,  Gf".' 
*'  may  chance   to  be  higher  than  the  other)  is  not  fo  incon-  F'om  Jar. 
"  gruous  a  Matter  j  but  an  He-goat,  ca/^ifjg  doiun  the  Hojl  ^J-  ^p^'^jf,''^* 
"  of  Heaven^  and  trampling  upon  the  very  ^tars^  is  a  mad  andfronC  ' 
*'  Hy.perboley  and  can  have  nothing  refemblant  of  it  in  Na-  Ez"  '•  ^^  v. 
**  ture.     {x)  The  Angel  indeed  may  pretend  to  unfold  the  -^''  Y""^sj 
"  Myfteries  couch'd  under   thefe  dark   Hieroglyphics^  but 
*'  what  he  fays  upon  that  Head  conveys  no  more  Know- 
*'  ledge  to  the  Reader,  than  does  his  (y)  famous  Explica- 
*'  tion  of  the  feventy   Weeks^  which  has   ever  fince  been  a 
*'  Rack  to  Commentators ,  and  enough  to  crack  Brains  innu- 
*'  merable  to  comprehend  it. 

*'  The  Truth  is,  the  very  Notion  of  a  Revelation  im- 
*'  plies,  that  all  Things  in  itfhould  be  made  plain.  An  ob- 
*'  fcure  Difcovery  of  this  Kind  feems  to  be  a  Contradi£tion 
*'  in  Terms :  And  therefore  we  can  hardly  blame  thofc  of 
*'  the  fewijh  Sanhedrim,  who  were  for  fuppreffing  the  Pro- 
*'  phecies  of  E%ekiel^  (as  well  as  his  Brother  DanieV'^')  (z) 
■  *'  becaufe  the  Vifion  of  the  vAyflerious  Chariot^  in  the  firfl 
"  Chapter,  and  the  Story  of  Gog  r.nd  Magogs  towards  the 
"  Conclufion  of  the  Book,  they  could  not  but  look  upon 
*'  as  a  flrange  Rhapfody  of  unintelligible  Jargon. 

*'  But  it  is  not  a  greater  Flaw  in  a  Revelation  to  be  un- 
"  intelligible^  than  it  is  to  be  ahfurd^  and  contradiSiory  ; 
*'  and  therefore,  when,  in  comparing  the  grofs  Sum  and 
"  Particulars  together  of  the  People,  that  return'd  from  the 
"  Captivity,  we  find  the  latter  fall  ihort  to  the  Number  of 
"  above  twelve  Thoufand  Perfons,  we  cannot  but  think, 
*'  that  fome  Error  has  crept  into  the  Text  itfelf.  When 
*'  we  find  {a)  fourfcore  Ifraeliies  coming  with  Offerings 
*'  ayid  Ince-nfe  in  their  Hands ^  to  bring  them  to  the  Houfe 
*'  of  the  Lord^  v/hen  they  could  not  but  know  that  it  was 
"  utterly  deftroy'd  above  fix  Months  before,  we  cannot 
"  but  conceive,  that  herein  muft  be  fome  fmall  Slip  of  Me- 
"  mory  in  the  facred  Penman  ;  and,  (Z>)  to  introduce  the 
"  Elders  of  Ifrael,  as  difturbing  the  publick  Joy,  at  the 
"  laying  of  the  Foundation  of  the  Temple,  with  their  Cries 
"  and  Tears,  when  Thankfulnefs  (tho'  but  for  fmall  Be- 
*'  ginnings)  would  have  much  better  becom'd  them,  is  far 
D  d  2  *'  from 

[x]  Dan.  vii.  17.  and  viii.  ig.  (y)  Dan.  ix.  2§, 

(a)  Ciiap.  xxxviii.  and  xxxi.\'.     («)  Jcr.  xli,  5.     \b)  Ezraiii.  li. 
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A-  ^f'  "  from  placing  thefe  venerable  Rulers  of  the  People  in  any 
Ant^c  .'rift.  "  ^^vantageous  Light." 

5S7,  fife.  1  HAT  there  was  fuch  a  Pcrfon  as  DanieU  of  the  Jewijh 
From  Jer.  Captivity  in  Babylon^  famous  for  his  Difcovery  of  future 
all  DaiJe]  "  Events,  and  for  his  great  Piety  and  Devotion  towards  God, 
and  from  '  Can  hardly  be  deny'd  ;  that  the  Difcourfes  and  Preditftions  of 
Ezra  1.  to  v.  ^  Rerfon,  fo  highly  in  Favour  with  God,  fhould  be  put  ill 
V^  ^^  ,^~' Writing,  either  by  himfelf,  or  fome  other,  and,  when  com- 
hyjhciuing  mitted  to  Writing,  fhould  be  carefully  prefcrv'd,  is  rcafon- 
f'be  Genuine- zhlc  to  bclicve  ;  and  that  the  Book,  which  has  defcended  to 
"'■vDu  us,  contains  the  Rcvektion,  and  other  Accounts  of  Thinjis, 
from  antient  wliicli  (jrod  was  pleas  d  to  communicatc  to  mm,  wiU  lumcl- 
'Tijiinwr.ies.  ently  appear  by  the  Sequel. 

The  Charadter,  which  the  Prophet  £'z#/f/V/  gives  his 
Contemporary  Daniel  [c)  is,  his  fingular  Prevalence  with 
God  in  Prayer ;  and,  whoever  looks  into  the  Book,  that 
goes  under  his  Name,  will  find  its  Author  verifying  {d)  this 
Charadtcr,  and  his  Succefs  in  this  Particular  exemplify'd  in 
feveral  Inftances.  {e)  His  Deliverance  out  of  the  Den  of 
Lions,  and  that  of  his  Companions  out  of  the  fiery  Furnace, 
(Facts  that  are  recorded  in  the  prefent  Book)  arc  exprefsly- 
mention'd  in  the  Prayer  of  {f)  Old  Eleazar  in  Egypt,  un- 
der t!ie  Rage  of  Ptolemy  Philopater  againft  the  Jews,  and 
(g)  of  Mattathias  (the  Father  of  the  Maceabees)  in  fudea, 
linder  the  Perfecut'on  of  Antiochus  Efiphanes ;  and  their 
Ex:'.mples  (among  other  Scripture  Inftances)  are  proposed, 
as  Motives  to  Confidence  in  God,  and  Conflancy  in  their 
Religion :  [h]  So  that  the  Jews,  in  thofe  7'imes,  took  this 
Book  to  be  written  by  Daniel  himfelf,  and  accordingly  made 
ufe  of  it.  Nay,  long  before  thefe  Times,  (z)  we  find  A'"^- 
heniiah  beginning  his  folemn  Prayer  to  God  in  Daniel's  own 
Words,  almoft  with  no  Variation.  O  Lord,  the  great  and 
dreadful  God,  keeping  the  Covenant  and  Mercy  to  them,  that 
love  him.,  and  keep  his  Commandments,  which  is  a  plain  Proof, 
not  only  that  he  look'd  upon  this  Book  of  Daniel  as  true 
and  autb.entick,  but  that  he  efteem'd  his  Manner  of  pray- 
ing iikewife  not  unworthy  his  Imitation. 
P.iriirulariy  JOSEPHUS,  wc  know,  was  a  Pricft,  well  vers'd 
thjt  rf  Jo-  in  the  Law,  and  in  the  facred  Writings,  whofe  Authority 

fephus.  J-j-g 


(c)  Ezek.  xiv.  14.  {d'f  Dan.  ii.  6  9.  (e)  Chap, 

vi.  and  iii.  (fj  Jofcpb.  Jcwifh  Antiq.  [g)  i  Maccab, 

ii.  60.  [h)  Biiiiop   C/'^jW/Vr's  Vindication  of  his  Defence 

of  ChiiiL'anity.  (/;  Compare  Nchcm.  i.  5.  with  Da/t.ix.  4. 
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he  profefTes  to  follow  thro'  all   his  ^Antiquities ;  and  yet  he     a.m. 
feems  to  prefer  Daniel  above  other  Writers  of  that  Kind,  ^^-^'J^''" 
and  to  give  us  a  more  particular  Account  of  hisy  than  of  all   53!,  ^fr.' 
the  other  Prophecies  of  the  OldTeftament  put  together;  For  Fi'im  Jer.  xl. 
he  informs  us,  (k)  "  That  Daniel  not  only  foretold  future  I; '"  f '"•  ^'f 

,,    „,,  .  /      ,  •    1  1  •  •  1  11-.         Daniel,    and 

*  I  hings,  (whicn  was  common  to  nim  with  other  Pro- from  Ezra  i. 
*'  phets)  but  that  he  fet  the  Time  likewife  for  their  coming  ■"  v. 
*'  to  pafs ;  (/)  that  this  Book  therefore  was  held  among  the  *->^'''NJ 
"  facred  Writings^  and  (m)  read  in  publick  AJfemblies 
"  fwhich  is  the  peculiar  Privilege  of  Canonical  Books)  in 
*'  his  Days,  becaufe  the  Completion  of  t'le  Events  he  forc- 
"  told  gain'd  him  Belief  with  all  Mankind,"  Nay,  if  we 
will  give  Credit  to  this  fame  "Jofephus^  this  Book  of  Daniel's 
was  look'd  upon  as  genuine^  and  of  divine  Authority,  even 
in  the  Days  of  Alexander  the  Great;  otherwife,  the  High- 
Prie/ih^d  put  a  Banter  upon  him,  when,  (n)  at  his  coming 
to  Jeru/alem,  and  going  into  the  Temple,  he  fhcw'd  him  a 
Paiiage  in  it,  wherein  it  was  foretold,  under  the  Emblem  of 
an  He-goat  zvith  one  Horn^  overcoming  a  Ram  tvith  two, 
that  a  certain  King  of  Greece,  would  conquer  the  Perfians ; 
which  Alexander  took  to  himfelf,  and  perhaps,  upon  that 
very  Account,  might  treat  the  'Jewi/h  Nation  with  more  Cle- 
mency, than  he  did  their  Neighbours. 

But  however  this  be,  'tis  certain,  that  in,  and  before,  the  AndthL-Peo- 
Time  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  the  ^ews  receiv'd  the  Book  of  ,^:''j  '< 
Daniel^  asauthentici  Scripture,  without  any  Sufpicion  to  the  ,1^' '' 
contrary.     For,  whereas  the  Name  of  the  A-leJfias^  and  of  j 
the  Son  of  Man^  which  they  apply'd  to  the  Deliverer ^  whom 
they  expelled,  the    Title  of  the   Kingdom   of  God,  and  of 
Heaven^  us'd  for  the  State  of  Things  under  that  Deliverer, 
his  coming   in  the   Clouds  of  Heaven.^  his  taking  all  fudg- 
ment  upon  himfelf^  and  the  RefurreSfion  of  the  Dead.,  purfu- 
ant  upon  that  his  Coming,  are  ExprelTions  manifeftv   bor- 
row'd  from  Daniel :   Thefe  Expreflions  v.'ere,  at  that  Time, 
the  current  Language  of  the  Jews,  infomuch,  that  we  find 
none  of  them  furpriz'd,  when  they  heard  the  Baptift  telling 
them,  that  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  Hand^  or  our  Sa- 
viour calling  himfelf  fo  frequently  the  Son  of  God,  and  citing 
Daniel  the  Prophet  by  Name ;  which  they  certainly  would 
have  been,  and  thereupon  rais'd  no  fmall  Clamour,  had  they 
perceiv'd  that  he  was  obtruding  a  fpurious  Book  upon  them 
for  canonical, 

P  d  3  Upon 

(/f)  Antiq.  lib.  xii.  c.  11.      {/)  Ibid.  lib.  x.  c.  u.         («)  Ibid. 
c,  12.  {n)  Ibid.  lib.  i;c.  c.  8. 


our 
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A.  M.         Upon  the  whole  therefore  we  may  conclude,  that,  fince 
341  Tjp^'^'   there  confeflbdly  was  fuch  a  Perfon  as  Z)fl«;V/,  whofc  Cha- 
cVv   ^c.  rafter  in  the  Prophet  Ezeklcl  agrees  with  what  we   find  in 
Fiomjer.xl.our  prefent  Z)^«/V/ J  fince  this  Book  of  his  has  the  Tefli- 
7-  toxlv.  all  jj^Qj^y  of  ycfephus,  (no  incompetent  Judge   in  a  Matter   of 
from  Ezra  i.  ^his  Nature)  was  commonly  cited  in  the  Times  of  our   Sa- 
to V.  viour,  was  referr'd  to  before  the  Times  of  the  Maccabees  ; 
^>y~yr^  nay,  was  thought  genuine  in  the  Times   of  Alexander.,  and 
has  receiv'd  no  fmall  Confirmation  from  the  Ufe  and  Appli- 
cation, which  Nehefniah  makes  of  it ;  either  we  mufl  fup- 
pofe,  that  all  thefe  Perfons,  in  their  different  Generations, 
were   mifiaken,  or  elfe  we   muft  allow,  that  our   prefent 
Book  of  Dari'isl  is  no  fiSfltious  Piece  of  later  Date,  but  the 
Work  of  the  Prophet,  whofe  Name  it  bears,  and  who  liv'd 
in  the  Age,  which  the  facred  Records  have  aflign'd  him. 
To  -which,        It  is  no  valid  Objeftion,  either   againft   his  ferfonal  or 
fthEduca-    prophetick  Charafter,  that  he  was  educated  in  the  Learning 
Chaldean      ^^  ^he  Chaldeans,  and  became  a  remarkable  Proficient  there- 
Learnirjg,     in.    The  Learning  of  the  Chaldeans  confided  chiefly  in  what 
they  call  Ajirology,  or  the  Knovv^ledge  of  the  celeltial  Mo- 
tions, the  Art  of  Building,  and  the  Art  of  War.     Some  cu- 
rious and  fuperftitious  Arts,  that  were  abhorrent  to  the  Law 
cf  Mofesy  they  were  famous  for  practifing  ;  but  there  is  no 
Neceffity  for  us  to  infer  from  thence,  that  Daniel,  and  his 
Friends,  were  ever  initiated  in  thefe  ;  on  the  contrary,  we 
may  be  allov/'d  to  argue  thus  ;  — ■ —  That,  had  there  been 
any  Thing  criminal  in  the  Method  of  their  Education,  they, 
who  refus'd  to  defile  th em f elves  with  the  King's  Meat,  would 
never    have  comply'd  with  It.     They   refus'd   the   King's 
Provifions,  not  only  becaufe  he  might  probably   have   fuch 
Things  ferv'd  up  at  his  Table,  as  were  prohibited  by  their 
Law,   but  becaufe  it  was  cuflomary  likewife  in  moft  Na- 
tions, before  their  Meals,  to  make  an  Oblation  of  fome  Part 
pf  what  they  eat  or  drank,  to    their  Gods,  as   a  thankful 
Acknowledgment,  that   whatever   they  enjoy'd  proceeded 
from  their  Bounty  :     So  that  every  Entertainment  had  in  it 
the  Nature  of  a   Sacrifice  ;  and  therefore  Daniel  and   his 
Friends    Icok'd  upon  the  Provifions,  which  came  from  the 
King's  Table,  as  Meats  offer  d  to  Idols,  and  upon  that  Ac- 
count efteem'd  them  unclean.     But  the  fame  Principle,   that 
mov'd  them  to  this,  would  have  reftrain'd  them  from  the 
Study  of  the  C/;^/<f^<2«  Learning,  had  any  of  their  impious  or 
unwarrantable  Sciences  been  impos'd  upon  them. 

The 
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The  King  indeed  is    faid  (0)  to    have  found   them  ten    A.  M. 
Times  better,  than  all  the  Magicians,  and  Jljirologers,  that  X^^/ c^'j-* 
were  in  his  Realm:  But  thefe  Words  in  antient  Times  were  537,  '^i. 
not   appropriated   to  the  evil  Senfe,  which  they  now  bear,  From  jer. 
but  fignify'd,  in  the  gci:oral,  Men  of  Wifdom  and  Learn- ^jj  ^'J"^^'^- 
ing,  fkilled  in  the  Knowledge  of  Things  natural  and  divine,  and  fiom  ' 
(p)  Thofe,     who   in  St.    Matthew  are    called   /xayo»,  our^^"  i.  to  v. 
Tranflation  has  render'd  wife  Men,  becaufe  the  Evangeliji  ^  V  "N,* 
feems  to  have  given  them  that  Name,  not  as  a  Note  of  In- 
famy,   but  as  an  honourable  Title.     And,  in  like  Manner, 
why  may   not  the  Words  be  here  underflood  of  fuch  Per- 
fons,  as  employ 'd  themfelves  in  the  lawful  Search  of  natural 
Caufes  and  Effe6ts,  of  the  curious  Produdls  of  the  Earth, 
and  the  regular  Motions  of  heavenly  Bodies  ?     For,  when 
Daniel  made  InterceiTion    to  the  Captain  of  the    Guard, 
that  (^)  the  wife  Men  (j/"  Babylon  jnight  not  he  Jlain,  we  can 
hardly  fuppofe,  that  all  of  thefe  were  fuch,  as  ftudy'd  un- 
lawful Arts  and  Sciences,  fince  he  himfelf  was   afterwards 
made  Mailer  and  Prefulcnt  over  them. 

Nay,  even  fuppofmg,  that  thefe  wife  Men  o/" Babylon 
made  Profeflion  of  fome  Sciences,  v/hofe  only  Foundation 
was  Superftition  and  Deceit,  yet,  why  muft  their  Hebrew 
Difciples  be  oblig'd  to  purfue  the  fame  ?  Might  they  not 
follow  fuch  Studies,  as  beft  fuited  their  Genius,  and  the  Prin- 
ciples of  their  Religion  ?  The  fame  Indulgence,  which  they 
obtain'd  from  the  Majier  of  the  Eunuchs,  with  Regard  to 
their  Provifions,  may  well  be  fuppos'd  to  have  been  granted 
^themin  Relation  to  their  Studies,  in  cafe  any  Difficulty  of  this 
Kind  had  been  impos'd  upon  them.  But  there  is  no  Occafion 
for  our  imaginina;  this.  The  Mafters  of  thefe  occult  Sciences 
(as  they  call  them)  had  many  good  Reafonsfor  not  obtruding 
them  upon  their  Difciples  5  and  Daniel,  and  his  Companions, 
who  were  defign'd  to  attend  in  the  King's  Prefence,  were 
more  properly  to  be  educated  in  another  Way,  viz.  in  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Purity  of  the  Chaldee  Tongue,  of  the  Arts 
of  War  and  Policy,  of  the  State  and  Revenues  of  the  King- 
dom,and  fuch  other  lighter  and  more  polite  Accomplifiiments,  - 
as  would  make  their  Perfons,  and  Services,  more  acceptable 
at  Court,  than  any  Proficiency  in  thefe  abllrufe  Matters 
could  do.  But,  put  the  Cafe,  that  they  were  at  any  Time 
called  to  Le6lures  in  any  of  the  Sciences,  that  were  not  fo 
ftriclly  warrantable,  we  cannot  fee  why  they  might  not  be 
D  d  4                             permitted 

(0)  Dan.  i.  20.         (^)  Whlihfz  Paraphrafe  on  Matth.  ii.  i. 
(f)  Dan.  ii.  24. 
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permitted  to  attend  to  them  with  the  fame  Spirit,  that  (r) 
Mofes  was  learned  in  all  the  Wijdom  of  the  Egyptians,  ^'^z. 
(5)  not  with  a  Purpofe  to  follow  them,  or  to  Iquare  their 
Lives  or  Sentiments  according  to  them,  but  purely  to  put 
themfelves  into  a  Capacity,  upon  a  proper  Occafion,  to 
confute  them,  and  with  more  Advantage  to  expofe  their 
Falfcncfs  and  Abfurdity. 

It  was  not  for  any  more  excellent  Proficiency  therefore 
in  thofe  black  Arts^  which  were  prohibited  by  the  Law  of 
God,  that  Daniel  obtain 'd  an  Exemption  from  the  Punifh- 
ment  of  the  fiery  Furnace,  but  either  becaufe  he  was  abfent 
upon  fome  Pretence  or  other,  (as  moft  of  the  fews  might 
chufe  to  be  abfent  upon  this  Occafion)  or  becaufe  he  was 
not  accus'd  to  the  King,  at  this  Time,  for  refufing  to 
worfhip  the  Idol  which  he  had  fet  up,  tho'  he  might  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  Dedication, 

NEBUCHADNEZZ  AR,  (t)  we  read,  had 
fummon'd  all  his  Princes,  Counfellors,  Governors,  Cap- 
tains, and  ail  other  his  Officers  and  Miniflers,  to  be  prefent, 
and  affifting,  at  the  Solemnity  of  this  Dedication;  and  there- 
fore 'tis  not  liicely,  that  DanieU  who  was  one  of  the  chief 
of  them,  Ihould  be  allow'd  to  be  abfent  ;  but  his  Enemies 
thought  it  more  advilable,  not  to  begin  with  him,  becaufe 
of  the  great  Authority  he  had  with  the  King,  but  rather  to 
fall  firit  upon  his  three  Friends,  (whofe  Promotion  in  the 
Province  of  Babylon  rais'd  their  Envy)  that  thereby  they 
might  more  fuccefsfully  pave  the  Way  to  his  Ruin  :  But 
the  miraculous  Interpofition  of  Providence,  in  Behalf  of  his 
Friends,  quafh'd  all  farther  Accufations  againft  him  ;  and 
for  this  Reafon  it  is,  that  no  Mention  is  made  of  him  in . 
this  whole  Tranfadtion. 

It  is  faid  indeed  of  him,  («)  that  he  had  Under/landing 
in  all  Vifions  and  Dreams^  and  Dreams,  we  know,  among 
the  Eajiern  People,  were  held  in  great  Regard.  They  ob- 
ferv'd  them  much,  and  apply'd  to  fuch  Periniis,  as  pretended 
to  explain  them,  for  their  liiterpretation  :  Nor  can  it  be  de- 
ny'd,  that,  in  the  earlieft  Agts  of  the  World,  it  was  the  re- 
ceiv'd  Opinion,  that  fuch  Dreams,  as  were  attended  with 
unufual  Circumflances,  did  portend,  and  fignify,  fonie  future 
Event  i  that  they  were  frequently  fent  from  God,  [x)  ivho 

in 
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ia  a   Drcam^  in   a   Vifton  of  the   Night,  /peaks   ovce,  yea     A.  M. 
twice,  to  Men,  as  Elihit  affirms  in  Job.     Now,  if  Dreams  ''^^('^^^''■ 
he  fignificative,  and  often  fent  from  God,  it  can  hardly  be  ^^s;^  fcfc.  ' 
thought,  that,  in  all  Cafes,  the  Interpretation  of  them  fnould  From  Jc'-xl. 
be  unlawful ;  and  therefore  we  may  obferve,  that,    in  that  "i^  ^"Ji'^^^Ji 
very  Place,  where   Mofcs   forbids  the  Hebreius  to  confultf,omEi;ia  1. 
Magicians  and  Interpreters  of  Dreams,  he  neverthelefs  tellsto  v, 
them,   [y)  that  the  Lord  their  God  would  raife  up  to  them,  ./"V^*^ 
from  among  their  Brethren,   a  Prophet  like  unto  him,  zvhofn 
they  Jhould  confult,  and  hearken  to.  So  that,  tho'  the  Ifraelites 
v/ere  forbidden  to  make  ufe  of  Soothfayers,    or  Diviners,  as 
the  Cuftom  of  the  Natior.s  was,  to  whofe  Pofleflions  they 
fucceeded  ;  yet   they  were    permitted  to  addrefs  themfelves 
to  God,  and  his  Prophets,  in  order  to  learn  the  Explanation 
of  their  Dreams,  and  the  PreditSlion  of  future  Events  ;  con- 
fequently,  there  could   be  no  Crime  in  Daniel's  applying 
himfelf  to  this  Kind  of  Knowledge,  fmce,  whatever  Excel- 
lency he  had  this  Way,  the  Scripture  takes  care  to  afcribe 
it  to  the  peculiar  Gift  of  God. 

DANIEL  indeed  liv'd  in  great  Profperity,  and  in  the  Hit  ufmi 
Capacity  of  a  Prime  Minijier,  under  fome  of  the  Babylo-^""''"  ^'ff'' 
nian  and  Perfian  Monarchs ;  and  therefore,  if,  through  Ig-  Greek/;^o- 
norance,  he  has  miftaken  their  Names,  or  recorded  anyr/aw. 
Thing  of  them,  that  is  not  true,  this  we  allow  will  have  a 
fufpicious  Afpectupon  the  Authority  of  his  Writings  :  But, 
when  it  is  confider'd,  how  common  a  Thing  it  was  for  the 
Princes  of  the  £'^,  upon  one  Occafion  or  other,  to  multi- 
ply their  Names,  and,  not  only  by  Foreigners,  but  even 
bv  their  own  People,  to  be  called  fometimes  by  one  Name, 
and  fometimes  by  another ;  how  ufual  it  was  for  them  to 
continue  the  Titles  of  Honour,  which  wefe  conferr'd  in  Con- 
iideration  of  thofe  great  Exploits,  whereby  the  Dignitv  of 
their  Family  was  originally  rais'd,  and  to  adopt  them  into 
the  Number  of  their  own  ;  how  cuftomary  it  was,  upon 
their  Acceflion  to  the  Kingdom,  for  them  to  chajige  their 
Names,  and  yet  the  firft  and  private  Name  be  fHU  retain'd 
by  mofl  other  People,  while  the  Imperial  Name  appcarVi 
in  publick  A£ts,  and  was  us'd  at  home  only  ;  Whoever 
confiders  this,  I  fav,  will  ceafe  his  Wonder,  when,  amidit 
fuch  a  Variety  o^  Appellations  for  one  and  the  fame  Perfon, 
he  finds  this  Hiftorian  making  ufe  of  one,  and  that  of  ano- 
ther, according  as  his  Fane/,  his  Pronunciation,  or  the 
Cuftom  of  the  Country,  where  he  liv'd,  led  hini.     Daniel, 
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A.  M.  in  all  Probability,  calls  the  fame  Pcrfon  Darius  Medus^ 
■54-7>  f^f-  whom  the  Greek  Hiftorians  call  Cyaxares  the  Seeond :  But, 
%S7,  tf..  when  it  is  obfcrv'd,  that  thcfc  Hillorians  agree  with  Daniel^ 
From  Jer.xl.  as  to  the  main  Points  of  his  Narration, -y/z.  ('z)  that  Babylon 
7.  to  xlv.  all  ^^g  taken  by  an  Army  of  Medes  and  Pcrfians,  whereof  the 
fiDin  Ezia  i.  Medes,  being  the  fuperior,  were,  at  that  Time,  nam'd  fird  j 
to  V.  that  Cyaxares,  I'^hig  of  Media,  afTilled  at  the  Siege,  and  Vv'as 

V-/'VNJ  treated  by  Cyrus  as  his  Chief ;  tliat,  after  a  Day  of  Riot  and 
Revelling,  the  City  was  taken  in  the  Night-time,  by  divert- 
ing thcCourfe  of  the  Kw&v  Euphrates,  and  the  King  of  Ba- 
bylon {lain  in  his  Palace ;  that  Cyaxares,  being  old,  and  na- 
turally unadlive,  chofe  rather  to  live  at  Ecbatana,  the  Ca- 
pital of  Media,    while  Cyrus  attended  the  Affairs  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  Babylon ;    and  that  Cyrus,  upon   his    Death, 
fucceeded  to  the  whole  Empire  :     Ifweobl'erve,  I  fay,  the 
exa6l  Agreement  between  thefe  Hiftorians,  as  to  the  chief 
Matters  cf  Faft,  we  may  cafily  difpenfe  with  fome   fmall 
Difference  in  Point  of  Names  ;  efpecially   confidering,   that 
the  Authors  liv'd  at  no  lefs  a  Diflancc  than  Babylon  is  from 
Greece,  and  that  the  Greeks  confequently  might  make  ufe  of 
the  Name,  which  he  went  by  in  Media,  as  befl  known  to 
them,  vvhich  the  BabyloTiians,  after  he  had  taken  their  City, 
chang'd  into  Darius  Medus,    or  the  Vicarious  Mcde,   and 
which  Daniel,  being  a  Captive  in  the  Place,  might,  in  Con- 
formity, call  him. 
Am!  techni-       It  {a)  may  happen  indeed,  that  there  is  nov/  and  then  a 
\fisi  Terms.    Word  or  two,  in  the  Book  oi  Daniel,  which   may  fcem  to 
have  fome  Analogy  to  the  Greek  Tongue,  and,  v»'ith  fome 
little  Variation,  may  be  dcriv'd  from  it ;  but  then  it  is  to  be 
obferv'd,  that  the    Words   of  this   Kind  are,  for  the  mod 
Part,  technical  Terms,  fuch  as  might  flip  into  any  Language, 
without  being  perceiv'd,  and  fuch  as  a  V/riter  might  pro- 
perly enough  ufe,  without    underflanding  any  more  of  the 
Tongue,  from  whence  they  arc  borrow'd.     Jrchitcuis  and 
Mechanicks,  we  know,  ufe   to  this  Day  feveral  Greek  and 
Arabick  Terms  of  Art  in  their  refpedtive  Profcffions ;  and 
yet  they  do  not  pretend  to  underftand  the  Language  from 
whence  they  came  :    And  why  might  not  Daniel,  fpeaking 
in  Terms  of  Art,  (as  he  certainly  does,  v/hcn  he  f  names 

the 

(2)  Xeiwphon,  lib.  V.  and  viii.  and  Herodatiis,  lib.  i.  (a)  Bifnop 
Chandler  s  Vindication  of  the  Defence  of  CiiriHianity. 

f  Oar  learned  Bifhop  Chandler  is  fully  of  Opinion,  that  the 
Names  of  the  Initramcnts,   mention'd  in  Dan.  iii.  5.  are  not 
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the  ;wz/y/^(3/Inftruments,  very  probably  of  the  Grecian  Make,     A.  M. 
which  were  us'd  at   the  ConitcczXion  oi  Nebuchadnezzar  s'^^J't^'^'a. 
golden   Image)  j  why  might   not  he,  1   fay,  make   ufe  of  537,  &c. 
Words  of  a  foreign  Extrad,  and,  at   the  fame  Time,   be  from  Jcr. 
fuppos'd    a   Stranger   to   the  other  Parts  of  the  Language  P^u'^j^^lgf* 
This  I  think  is  the  common  Privilege  of  moft  Writers :  Nor  andfrnm' 
is  the  Mixture  of  fome  Greek  Terms  in    the    Chaldee  Lan-  ^'"^  "•  to  v. 
guage  fo  difficult   a  Matter  to  account  for,  if  we  will  but  ^•'^»^** 
allow,  what  Grotius,  upon  the  Place,  obferves,  viz.  "  That, 
*'  before  i)a«?V/'s  Age,  many  Colonies  both  of  the /(?«/^«x, 
"  and  Molians,  having  fettled    thcmfelves  in   Jfia  Minor., 
*'  (which  lies  contiguous  to  fome  Provinces  of  the  Eajlern 
♦'  Kingdoms)  might,  that  Way,  communicate  the  Names 
*^  of  what  they  invented,  or  improv'd,  even  as  far  as  Ba- 
«'  bylon  itfelf." 

The  Tranflation  of  the  Septuagint  has  been  held  in  (xxch  His  hdrr 
Efteem,  that,  to  have  any  Part  of  Scripture  omitted  in  it,  oTr.ittcdin 
would  give  a  juft  Sufpicion,  as  if  it  had  not  been  extant,  ox'^^r fj^'ji'^'" 
rot  known  at  the  Time,  wiien  thofe  learned  Men  undertook  tuagint, 
the  Woiik  :  But  this  is  fo  far  from  bcirg  true  in  the  Cafe  of 
Daniel,  that  we  find   the   Septuagi?:t  Verfion   of  him   read 
publickly  in  our    Saviour's  Time ;    that   Vn'C   find    fujiin 
Martyr    [b),  and    Clemens  Romanus  (c)  (who   both   wrote 
before  Tl^eodotian's  Verfion  was  made)  citing  Paffages  out  of 
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Greek,  but  Eajlern  Derivations,  and  that  from  tlicnce  they  did 
pafs  to  the  Greeks,  who,  with  a  little  Alteration,  adapted  them 
to  their  Pronunciation,  or  Termination  of  Words.  For,  (as 
he  argues)  "  That  their  Names  were  at  firfl  given  them  in  the 
"  Country,  where  the  Inflruments  themfelves  were  invented, 
"  can  hardly  be  doubted  :  If  therefore  fuch  lallruments,  as  are 
*'  here  fpecify'd,  were  us'd  in  the  Eaft ;  if  their  Names  be 
"  prov'd  to  be  barbarous ;  and  if  an  Eaftem  Root  can  be  af- 
"  fign'd  for  their  Derivation,  which  no  G/v^/f  Theme  will  fuitfo 
"  well,"  (all  which  he  endeavours  to  prove  in  feveral  Inuances) 
then  may  we  be  allow'd  to  infer,  that  the  Names  of  thefe  In- 
flruments  (whatever  Affinity  they  may  feem  to  have  to  the 
Creek  Language)  were  originally  Oriental;  which  Opinion  is 
confirm'd  by  the  Teflimony  of  Straho,  lib.  x.  uhoafTures  us, 
that  the  Names  of  mufical  Inilruments,  fuch  as  Naklia,  Sambu- 
ca,  and  Barbitos,  were  deriv'd  from  barbarous  Lanjujges,  by 
v;hich  the  Greeks  denote  the  £^y?c/-«  Tongues  Vid.  Vindica- 
tion of  the  Defence  of  Chriftianity,  and  Lo-jcth's  Commentary 
on  Dan.  III. 

{b)  Dial,  cum  Tryph.  pag.  87.         (r)  Ad  Corinth.   Ep.   i- 
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^-  M-     it ;  that  we  find   St.    'Jerom   (d)  giving    us  feveral  various 
XnH'chr'R.-^^^^'"^^*  different  from   thofe  in   Theodotiatij  and  fome- 
iSy,  &c,  times  from  thofe  of  Aqiiila  and  Symmachus^  out  of  it  ;  and, 
Fiom  jer.    at  the  fame  Time,    telling  us,    why   this  Tranflation  of 
all  Da  Je'[  *  Daniel  was  repudiated,  and  that  of  Theodotian  fubftituted  in 
and  from'    its  Room  by  the  DojSlors  of  the  Church. 
Ezra  i.  to  v.      J-p  y/^^  Otigcn  indeed,  who   firfl  brought  it   into   Dif- 
^•^"'^  credit,  by  comparing  it  with  that  of  Theodotian   from    the 
Original,  in  his  Hexapla^  which  fliew'd  its  Imperfections  a 
Jittle  too  plainly  ;  but  then  its  Degradation  proves,  that,  be- 
fore this  happen'd  to  it,  it  was  all  along  us'd  in  the  Chrif- 
tian  Church. 
In  ih:  Cat  a-      The  OmiflioH  of  Z)<2wV/'s  Name,  in  the  Enumeration 
''Scn'L^l.z' ^^  the  Prophets,  which  we  meet  within  Ec cleft ajiicus  (e), 
defiafticus.    's  of    no  great    Moment,    becaufe   we  find    no   Mention 
made  of  Job^  or  Ezray  and  yet  they  had  both  Books,  that 
went  under  their  Names,  as  well  as  he.     The  Truth  is,  the 
Hiftory   of  the  Book    itfelf  may  give  us  fome  Grounds  to 
think,  that  Daniel's  Chara£ler  might  poflibly  have  been  in 
it  at  firft,  tho',   upon  fome  Occafion  or  other,  it  afterwards 
came  to  be  dropped.     Jefus  the  Grandfather  (as  we  read  in 
the  Prologue)  wrote  it  \n  feveral  Volumes^  and  left  it  behind 
him  unfinijKd :  The  Original  fell  into  fuch  Hands,  as  car- 
ry'd  it  into  Egypt^  where  ''fcfus  the  Grandfon  met   with  it, 
and  having  compil'd   it   all  orderly  into  one  Volume^  upon 
Account  of  the  Fains  which  he  had  taken  with  it,  he  join'd 
his  own  Name  with  that  of  his  Grandfather,    in  the  77//^- 
page :    (f)  But  it  far'd  with  this^    as  it  does    with    other 
Books,  to  lofe  in  the  Tranflation,  and  to  fuffer  by  Copyijis  j 
inlomuch,  that  whoever  will  be  at  the  Trouble  to  compare 
the  Greek  Editions  with  one  another,  and   with   the  various 
Tran/lations,  will  difcover  Words,  Parts  of  Sentences,  and 
whole  Periods  to  be  fo  frequently  omitted,  alter'd,  contrac- 
ted, explain'd,  or  enlarg'd,  as  to  abate  his  Wonder,  that  the 
Mention  of  any  Perfon  (tho'  never  fo  confiderable)  fhould  be 
omitted  in  a  Book,  that  is  deliver'd  to  usfo  varioufly,  and  \n\- 
perfedlly.    But  there  may  be  another  Reafon  affign'd  for  this 
Omiifion  :  Moft  Part  of  the  Old  Teftament  was   written    in 
Hebrew,  which  was  the  common  Lai.guage  of  fudea,  and 
in  it  did  Jefus  the  Son  of  Sirach  write   this  Book  of  Eccle- 
fiafticus.     Nov.',  as  a  great  Part  of  th,e  Books  of  E-z-ra  and 
Daniel  was  written  in  Chaldee,  which  was  a  Tongue  not  fo 

well 

(</)  In  Dan.  iv.  8.         [e)  Chap.  xli.'J.        (f)  Biftiop  Chand- 
l(r's  Vindication,  iifc. 
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well  known  in  Judea^  it  may  reafonably    be  fuppos'd,  that     A.  m. 
the  Author's  Ignorance  of  that  Tongue  might  be  the  true^'^^'/j^j^^j.* 
Occafion,    why  he   omitted  thefe  two  great  Men,  and   all  587,  &c'. 
Account  of  their  Writings,  in  his  Catalogue  of  the  Prophets.  From  Jer. 

There  are  fundry  Reafons  likewife  to  be  given,  why  "m  n  *'•' V*' 
we  have  no  Chaldee  rarapnrale  upon  Daniel^  as  well  as  and  from 
the  reft  of  the  Prophets  :  For,  befides  that  a  good  Part  ofEz"''tov. 
Daniel  is  in  the  Chaldee  Tongue,  and,  upon  that  Account,  ^  p,  ."^ 
might  lefs  need  one  ;  it  is  a  general  Complaint  among  the  d^g  />^  J^  ' 
'Jews  themfelves,  that  a  great  many  of  their  antient  Tar- phraje. 
gums  have  been  loft,  and  an  acknowledg'd  Cafe,  that  fome  of 
their  facred  Writers  (fuch  as  Ezra  and  Nebemiah  for  InftancCj 
Men  famous  in  the  jewijh  Story,  and  the  latter  of  them  high- 
ly celebrated  by  the  Son  of  Sirach)  never  had  any.  The  Truth 
is,  the  frequent  Calamities,  which  befel  the y<?z£;i/i5 Nation,  and 
difpers'd  them  into  other  Countries,  made  them  negligent  of 
their  Books  ;  left  them  no  Leifure  to  tranfcribe  long  Para- 
phrajls  J  and  when,  by  mixingamong  other  People,  they  had 
loft  the  Knowledge  of  the  Language,  left  them  no  Ability 
to  do  it :  So  that,  amidft  this  Ignorance  and  Confufion,  it 
is  no  Wonder,  if  many  valuable  Copies  were  loft,  fome  of 
which  \  have  fince  come  to  Light  ;  but  there  is  Reafon  to 
apprehend,  that  the  Targum  upon  Daniel  never  will.  For  fo 
much  does  this  Prophet  fpeak  of  the  Mejjlah,  dcfcribe  the 
Signs,  and  define  the  Tlme^  of  his  Coming,  fo  prccifel)',  that 
the  Jews,  perceiving  the  Advantage,  which  their  Adver- 
faries  the  Chrljilans  might  make  of  it,  were  under  ftrong 
Temptations,  either  to  omit,  or  fupnrefs,  the  Paraphrafe  of  a 
Prophet,  fo  diametrically  oppofitc  to  them.  And,  accord- 
ingly, we  have  a  Story  from  [g)  one  of  their  Rabbins,  that 
favours  not  a  little  of  fome  fuch  Practice,  viz.  *'  That 
*'  when  Jonathan  had  finifli'd  his  Targum  on  Job,  Prb~ 
*'  verbs,  and  the  Pfulms,  and  was  going  on  to  Daniel,  he 
*'  was  reftrain'd  by  a  Voice,  which  bad  him  give  over 
"  there,  left  the  Sons  of  Men  fliould  learn  from  Daniel 
*'  the  Time  of  the  Mejfias" 

However  this  be,  (/;)  fince  Daniel  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing pafs'd  by  in  any  dljhonourable  Manner,  that  even  Jona- 
than himfelf,  in  his  Targum  on  the  other  Prophets,  ex- 
prefTcs   a  great    Regard    to    him,  by  applying  Predi(5tions, 

found 

-f-  It  is  but  the  other  Day,  that  the  Targums  of  the  two 
Books  of  Chronicles  were  diicovei'd.  Bilhop  Chandler^  Via- 
dication,  i^c. 

fp-J  R,  Jbriihad^m  in  Zaccatl/i  Juchaifm,  p.  54,  [h)  Bi- 
fhop  ChiVidUr^  Vindication,  <2c. 
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A.  M.  found  only  in  his  Book,  to  Texts  in  other  Prophets,  that 
3+' 7 J  !''';•,  he  was  then  interpreting  ;  fince,  in  doing  of  this,  he  fol- 
•iS?"  &'c.  '  1^'"S  Daniel  in  his  Ideas,  Phrafes,  and  Words,  and  explains 
From  Jer.xl.  Paffages  in  Other  Prophets  by  fuch,  as  were  plainer  and 
7.  toxlv.  aii^^ljgj,^  in  his  Opinion,  in  him  ;  it  certainly  follows,  that 
fvom  Ezra  i.  (however  his  Paraphrafe  be  loftj  Daniel  was  in  his  Efteem 
to  V.  a  Prophet  of  equal,  if  not  fuperior.   Credit  to  the  Prophetsj 

S''''''^'"'**^  he  was  then  commenting  upon. 

Booksforg'd  Whether  the  Jews  were,  more  than  other  Nations^ 
W<:Wj;j  addifted  to  the  publifhing  offpurioiisTradis,  under  the  Names 
of  their  great  Authors,  and  particularly  under  Daniel's 
Name,  it  concerns  us  not  to  enquire ;  fmce  the  very  Sup- 
pofition  implies  thus 'much,  that  with  the  Jewijh  Church, 
at  that  Time,  the  Writings  of  Daniel  were  held  in  high 
Eueem,  (for,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  who  would  chufe  an  in- 
glorious Father?)  when  thefe  bafe  Pieces  came  out  in  his 
Name.  The  having  I'mpojinres  father'd  on  hiim  therefore  is 
fo  far  from  being  any  Prejudice  to  Daniel'^  genuine  Wri- 
tings, that  it  rather  redounds  to  the  Confirmation  of  their 
Authority  ;  fmce  what  was  fpurious  did  no  fooner  appear 
in  the  Liglit,  but  it  was  defpis'd,  rcjeded,  and  condemn'd. 
The  Prayer  of  the  three  Children  was  not  read  in  all  the 
Copies  of  the  Septuagint  ;  the  Story  of  Sufanna,  in  fome 
Alamferipts,  flood  apart  from  the  Book  of  Daniel^  in  o- 
thers  after  it ;  and  as  for  the  Fable  of  Bel  and  the  Dragon, 
it  was  not  intended  by  its  firft  liiventor  to  pafs  under  the 
Name  of  Daniel^  but  of  one  Hahakkuk,  the  Son  of  fe- 
fiis^  of  the  Tribe  of  Levi^  till  Iheodotian,  in  his  Greek 
Edition  of  the  Bible,  thought  proper  to  change  its  Title. 

The  Truth  is,  the  Jeivijlo  Church  always   look'd  upon 
thefe  Pieces  z%  fpurious,  and   therefore  allow'd  them  much 
the   fame  Place   in  their   Scriptures,    that  the    Apocryphal 
'  Books  have  in  our  Englijh  Bibles  ;  but  the  genuine  Book  of 

Daniel  thtj  held  always  in  the  greateft  Veneration,  cflcem- 
ing  the  Author  of  it  as  one  of  the  chief  of  their  Prophets, 
until  Maifnonides,  a  learned  few  of  the  Xllth  Century,  in 
order  to  bar  all  Proofs,  that  miglit  be  drawn  from  him  in 
Favour  of  Chrijlianity,  thought  fit  to  degrade  him  from 
his  prophettck  Character,  and  place  him  intheNum/ber  of 
+  Hagiographal  Writers  only. 

Hard 

■f  It  is  much  to  be  queftion'd,  whether  fuch  a  Diflinftion, 
as  hagiographal  Books,  was  known  in  our  Saviour's  Time. 
All  the  Partition,  that  we  read  of,  is,  the  Lnvj,  and  the  Pro- 
phets, and  the  reji  of  the  Books,  fProleg.  to   Ecclus.]  which   in 

Luke 
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Hard  is  die  Fate  of  a  Prophet,  v/lien  the  very  Charnefs,     A.  M 
as  well  as  Obfcurity^  of  his  Writings  mufl:  be  imputed  as  an  1^7 vf ''j, 
Objeilion  againft  his  Authority  ;  but  certainly  we  muft:  al-    '^^^^  ^f)./ 
low,  that  it  is  as  eafy  for  an  /Ill-knowing  God  to  foretel  all  From  ]c\M. 
Circumflances  of  an  Event,  or  to  reveal   the  whole  Series  p^^^jjj'^''  j ' 
of  Events,  in  their  proper  Conne6lion  and  Succeflion,  as  to  fiom  Ezra  i. 
declare  one  fingle  Occurrence.     Such  Knowledge,,  and  fuch  to  v, 
Wifdom  are  ejfentlal  Attributes  of  God  :  Nor  can  there  be  <— OTVJ 
any  Abfurdity  in  his  imparting  his  Knowledge   of  future  E- ^  r  "^^iT/'j^^ 
vents,  with  more  or   Lfs  Referve,  to    one  Man  than  zx\o-  fr.cde%. 
ther ;  only  one  would  think,  that  the  freer  fuch  Communi- 
cations were,  and  the  more  confpicuous  the  Revelation,  the 
more  excellent  {hould  the  Prophet,  "whom  God    pleas'd  to 
honour  in  this  Manner,    be   accounted.     So    unreafonable 
are  the  Prejudices  of  thofe,  who.  make  the  Clearnefs  of  Pro- 
phecies an  Argum.ent  againfi;  them,  and  endeavour  to  exclude 
Daniel^  from  the  Number  of  Prophets,  for  a  Reafon,  tliat 
befl  entitled  him  to  that  Chara(51er  ! 

'*  But  what  fhall  v/e  fay  (/),  fo  his  dark  and  abftrufe  Way  TheirGhfcv^ 
*'  of  Writing  in  other  Places ;  his ^.^//r^h'yt' and  parabolical, ''O'- 
*'  his  enigmatical  and  emblematical  Stile,  his  uncouth  Images 
*'  and  Symbols,  entirely  unlike  the  Writings  of  the  other  Prc- 
"  phets,  but  vaftly  agreeable  to  that  Turn,  which  the 
*'  yews  took  up,  when  they  came  to  be  form'd  in  the 
"  Schools  of  the  Greeks  f"  All  the  Greek  Authors,  that  we 
are  acquainted  with,  are  Strangers  to  this  Manner  of  Wri- 
ting :  They  abound  indeed  in  Figures,  and  Allegories  ;  but 
the  fymbolical  and  emblematicalYorm.  v/as  purely  Oriental, 
and  what  other  Prophets,  as  well  as  Daniel,  as  Occafion 
requires,  purfue. 

For  doth  not  Ifaiah   foretel  the  Defcruclion  of  the   E- 
gyptians  under  the  Image  of  God's  (k)  /triking  with  a  great 

and 

Luke  (xxiv.  44.)  are  called  the  Pfalms  -,  and  according  to  Ph-h 
(de  Vit.  Coat.)  are  Hymns  and  other  Books,  conducing  to  the 
Promotion  of  Piety  and  Knowledge.  This  threefold  Diftribution 
of  the  Books  of  Scripture  is  taken  from  the  Nature  and  Sub- 
jects of  the  Books  themfclvcs,  and  not  from  any  fiippos'd  De- 
grees of  Sacrednefs  between  them  :  And,  if  the  Word  Cethu- 
i>im,  or  Hagiogmpha,  was  then,  or  rather  in  the  next  Century, 
made  ufe  of,  it  was  apply'd  only  as  a  general  Name  for  the 
poetical  and  moral  Books  of  Scripture,  to  which  Clafs  neither 
Daniel,  nor  any  Hijlarical  Book,  was  reducible,  Bilhop  Chand- 
Jer''s  Vindication,  (^c. 

(/)  Vid.  Collins''^  Scheme  of  literal  Prophecy. 

\k)  Ifaiah  xxvii.   i. 
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A.  M.  andjirong  Sword  the  Leviathan,  (or  Crocodile)  and  Jlnying 
3+'7»  ®.^*  the  great  Dragon  that  is  in  the  Sea  F  Docs  not  'Jeremiah  (/) 
<^%-!\  &c.  fpcak  of  the  AJJyrians  under  the  Name  of  a  Dove^  becaufe 
From  Jer.xl.  (;/,')  Semiramis  had  made  that  Bird  the  Symbol  of  her  Na- 
7  to  xlv.  all  jJQj^  ji   Does  pQt  Ezekicl  prophefv  of  Pharaoh  under  the  Fi- 

Uaniel,  and  t   /    \  r\  i         t-  •        »  •  ;/»      r     ; 

tVcm  Ezra  i.  S"^^  O'   [")  ^  great  Dragon^  that  lives  in  the  midjt  oj  the 
to  V.  Rivers  ;  of  the  King  of  Babylon^  under  the  Emblem  of  a 

^-^V^-/  (o)  large  Eagle  with  great  Pf^ings  ;  and  of  tlie  /IJfyrian^ 
under  the  Similitude  of  {p)  a  tall  Cedar  in  Lebanon,  ex- 
alted above  all  Trees,  and  reaching  the  Clouds  with  its  Top* 
(Jc.  the  very  fame  Figure  {q)  whereby  the  Kingdom  of  Ne- 
huchadnezzar  yNd&  reprefented  ?  It  is  the  Genius  of  the  Eajf' 
em  People  to  be  delighted  with  Fiction  and  Imagery,  and 
(as  Sir  John  Chardin  in  his  Defcription  of  Perfefolis  tells  us) 
nothing  is  more  common  among  their  Authors,  than  to 
call  Countries  by  the  Names  of  their  Emblems,  which 
are,  as  it  were,  the  Arms  of  that  Nation  ;  and,  in  forming 
thefe  Emblems^  to  make  ufe,  not  only  of  natural  Animals, 
but  of  fuch  as  are  chimerical  and  Jabulous  likewife,  Beafts 
with  Wings,  and  Birds  with  four  Feet  and  long  Ears. 
Their  fjmho-  "  (i)  Among  the  Figurcs,  upon  the  Walls  and  Pillars 
Jicai  Turns  tc  of  an  antient  Temple,  in  this  *  once  farpous  Aletropalis' 
"obhahns!  *'  ^^  Perjia,  fays  he,  there  are  fome  very  monftrous  for 

*'  Figure 

(I)    Jer.   xlviii.    28.  (m)   Dlodor.    Sicul.    lib.  iii. 

(n)  Ezek.   xxix.    3.         (0)  Cbap.   xvii.  3,12.         (p)  Chap, 
xxxi.  3,  Isfc.         (q)  Dan.  iv.  10,  l^c 

[5)  Bifhop  C/^ww^jVfr's  Vindication,  i^c.  page  152. 

*  While  Akxandtr  Jay  at  this  Place,  he  gave  himfelf  much 
to  Feafling  and  Drinking,  for  Joy  of  his  great  Succefles.  In 
one  of  thefe  Feafts,  which  he  made  for  his  chief  Commanders, 
he  invited  their  Miftreffes  likewife  to  accompany  them  j  among 
whom  was  one  Thaisy  a  famous  Athenian  Courtezan,  who  was 
then  Millrefs  to  Ptolemy,  afterwards  King  of  Egypt.  This 
Woman,  in  the  Heat  of  her  Caroufah,  propos'd  to  Alexander 
the  burning  down  of  the  City  and  Palace  of  Per/epo/is,  in  Re- 
venge to  the  Perjians  ;  efpecially  for  their  burning  of  Athens 
under  Xerxes ;  and,  as  the  whole  Company  was  drunk,  the 
Propofal  was  receiv'd  with  a  general  Applaufe,  fo  that  every 
IVIan  took  a  Torch,  and  (with  Alexander  at  the  Head  of  them) 
fetting  Fire  to  the  City  and  Palace,  in  a  fhort  Time,  burnt  them 
both  to  the  Ground.  Thus,  at  the  Motion  of  a  drunken  Srrum- 
pct,  was  deftroy'd,  by  this  drunken  King,  one  of  the  fineft  Pa- 
laces in  the  World  ;  for  that  this  at  PerfcpcUs  was  fuch,  the 
Kuins  of  it   fufricieutly  fhevv,  which  are  ftUl   remainirg  at   a 

Place 
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**  Figure  and  Size.     A  wing'd  Lion  with  a  Crown  on  his     A.  m. 
*^  Head  ;  a  wing'd  Lion  flying  on  the  Back  of  a  Bull  ;  ^^^]^l'cf^} 
*'  Body  of  a  Horfe  with  Wings  on  his  Back  ;  and  a  Man's    5S7,  ^\' 
*'  Head   cover'd    with  an  high  Bonnet  crown'd,  ^c.     In  From  jer. 
•*  Images  and   Hieroglyphicks^  continues  he^  here  one  may  ^j,' ^* '"'^^^* 
*'  fee  the  Wars  of  Princes,  and  Countries,    and  their  Sue-  and  from  ' 
*'  ceiTes,   exprefs'd.     The  Beafts  reprefent  the   People,  or  Ez"  i.  to  v. 
**  Land  in    War  j  their  running  at  each  other,  their   En-  ^i^YNJ 
"  gagement  ;    and  the  Crown  on  the  Head  of  one    of 
*'  them,  or  his  taking  the  other  by  the    Hair  of  the  Head, 
"  and  ftabbing  him,  points  out  his  VitSlory." 

Now,  fince  this  Method  of  defcribing  Things  by  Images 
was  fo  cuftomary  in  the  Age,  and  Place,  where  Daniel  was 
captive,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  he  conform'd  him- 
felf  to  it,  and  that  i\\e  fiSiitiotis  Animals,  which  he  makes 
mention  of,  were  no  improper  Emblems  of  the  feveral  Em- 
pires whereof  he  writes.  The  Ram  for  Inftance,  was  the 
Royal  Enfign  of  the  Perfians^  {t)  as  Ammianus  Marcellinus 
obferves ;  their  Goat^  fmce  their  King  Carinus^  was  the 
Arms  of  Macedon,  and  therefore  how  aptly  does  Darnel  fee 
a  Goat  with  a  notable  Horn,  (for  an  Horn  [u)  is  always  an 
Emblem  of  Power  and  Dominion)  to  which  he  gives  Wings, 
becaufe  of  the  ^icknefs  of  his  Succefs,  to  {x)  run  againfi 
a  Ram  with  unequal  Horns ^  and  cafi  him  to  the  Ground^ 
when  he  foretels,  what  the  Mede  and  Perfian  Empire  fhould 
do,  and  fuffer  from  the  Macedonian  Greeks  ?  Upon  the 
Breaking  of  the  great  Horn,  on  Alexander  ^  dying  in  the 
Height  of  his  Triumphs  and  Profperity,  how  properly  do 
(y)  four  others  come  up  towards  the  four  Winds  of  Heaven, 
to  denote  the  Divifion  f  of  his  Empire  among  four  Kings, 

whereof 

Place  near  Shiras,  nam'd  Chebelminar,  which,  in  the  Perjian 
Language,  fignifies/or/y  Pillars;  and  is  fo  called,  becaufe  fuch 
a  Number  of  Pillars,  as  well  as  other  ftately  Ruins  of  this  Pa- 
lace, are  there  ftill  remaining,  even  to  this  Day.  Pridea»x'% 
Connexion,  Anno  330. 

(/)  Lib.  xix.  And  Rams  Heads  with  Horns,  the  one  higher, 
and  the  other  lower,  are  ftill  to  be  feen  among  the  Ruins  of 
Perfepolis,  as  Sir  John  Chardin  takes  notice  in  his  Travels. 

(a)  Deut.  xxxiii.  17.     Pfal.  Ixxxix.  17.  \jk)  Dan.  viii.  7, 

(y)  Ibid.  ver.  8. 

f  Dr.  Prideaux  is  of  Opinion,  that  this  Partition  of  Alex- 
ander ^  Empire,  to  which  the  Prophecy  has  Relation,  did  not 
happen,  till  after  the  Battle  at  Ipfus,  where  Antigonus  was  flain, 
and  whereupon  the  four  furviving  Princes  divided  the  Con- 

Vot.  IV.  E  e  queror's 
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A.  M.  whereof  Ptohtny  had  Egypt,  and  tlic  adjoining  Countries, 
AnV'c?ri'f  ^°  ^^^  South  J  Anttgonus  had  y^^,  to  the  North -^  Sdeucus 
587',  £ff. '  had  Syria,  to  the  ii<3/?  j  and  Antipater,  Greece   and  Mace- 

Fvom      ^5«/^,   to  the  /^r//. 
JjJ-  ^ji'p*°      fz)  ^  LITT  LE  Horn  coming  cut  of  one  of  thefe,  and 
niei   and      zvaxing  exceeding  great  towards  the  South,   and  Eaft,  and 
from  Ezra  \. plea f ant  Land,  nay,    waxing  fo  great,  as  to  caft  down  fome 
|*'J^L-,^.o/'//'^  Hoji  of  Heaven,   and  of  the  Stars  to  the  Ground,  and 
^"^^  ^^^ fo  trample  upon  thein,    may    feem  a  wild  extravagant  Rant ; 
but  when  it  is  confider'd,  that  all  this  is  meant  oi  Antiochus, 
who  was  afterwards  called  by  his  Flatterers,  Epiphanes,  tho' 
himfelf  a  vile  Perfon,  and  Ufurper  of  the  Kingdom  ;  that  it 
is  to  reprefent  him,  as  foon  as  he  got  Pofleflion  of  the  Syrian 
Kingdom,  taking  advantage  of  the  Youth  of  Ptolemy  Philo- 
metor,  and  invading  Egypt  to  the  South  ;  Armenia  and  PerfiOy 
to  the  Eafl ;  and  Judea,  which   is    here  fliled  the  pleafant 
Land,    and  frequently  defcrlb'd    as   a   Land  flowing  ivith 
Milk  and  Ho7icy,  that  it  is  to  reprefent  him  perfecuting  the 
feiuijh  Church   and  Nation,    here  filled  the  Hojl  of  Hea- 
ven ;  murthering  the  principal  Men  of  both,  here  called  the 
Stars  J    depofing   their    High-Priefl,    whofe  Title  is   the 
Prince  of  the  Hoft  j  profaning  their  Temple,  polluting  their 
Altar,  abolifhing  their  Law,   and  eflablifhing  Idolatry  by  a 
folcmn  Edi6V,  {a)  as  whoever  has  read  of  the  mad  and  im- 
pious Actions  oiAntiochus  *  mufl  know  :  When  this  is  conli- 

der'd, 

queror's  Dominions  into  four  diftfnft  Kingdoms,  whereof  Pto- 
iemy  had  Egypt,  Libya,  Arabia,  Ccelo-Syria,  and  Palejiine  ;  Caf- 
Jander,  Macedofiia,  and  Greece  ;  Lyfirnachus,  Thrace,  Bithynia, 
and  fome  other  Provinces  beyond  the  Hellefpont  and  the  Bo/- 
phorus ;  and  Sdeucus,  all  the  reft.  Prideaux^i  Conheftion, 
Anno  301.  But  others  have  made  the  Divifion  of  his  Empire 
enfuant  immediately  upon  his  Death.  Calmci''s  Commentary  on 
Dan.  vii. 

(«)  Daniel  viii.  9,  i^c. 
(a)   2  Maccab.  v.  24,  If^c. 

*  Many  of  the  Heathen  Writers  give  us  this  Account  of  him, 
'ui%.  that  he  would  frequently  get  out  of  the  Palace,  and  ramble 
about  the  Streets  of  Antioch,  with  two  or  three  Perfons  only  ac- 
companying him;  that  in  his  Rambles,  he  would  drink  with 
Strangers,  and  Foreigners,  and  even  with  the  meaneft  and  vileft 
of  them  ;  that,  when  he  heard  of  any  young  Company  met 
together  to  make  merry,  he  would  intrude  himfelf  among  them, 
and  revel  away  the  I'lme  with  them,  in  Cups,  and  Songs,  and 
ether  Frolicb,  without  any  Regard  to  conwnon  Decency,  or 

kis 
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der'd,  I  fay,  a  fmall  Allowance  for  the  Oriental  Manner  of    A.  m. 
pompous  Writing  will  reduce  thefe  Images  to  a  tolerable  Size,  I'^'^^'^f  f* 
The  plain  Truth  is,   Princes  and  States  were,   in  old   ^g^^  ^'^  * 
Times,  painted  by  their  Symbols,  which  are  therefore  called  From  jer. 
their  yvu^ia-(*.a]»,  and,  in  After-Ages,  came  to  be  diftinguifh'd  "J:  ^'  ^°'*-^''<> 
by  Writers  under  the  Name  of  fuch  Symbols,  as  well  as  by  and  from ' 
their  proper   Appellations  :    And   therefore   the   Lion  with  Ezra  i,  to  v. 
Eagles  Wings,  fignifying  the  Strength  of  the  AJfyrian  Em-  ^^i^V^rfJ 
pire,  and  the  Celerity  of  its  Conquefts  ;  the  Bea/i  with  three 
Ribs  in  his  Mouth,   intimating  the  Redudlion  which  Cyrus 
made  of  Babylon,  Lydia,  and  Egypt  to  the  Perjian  Monar- 
chy ;  the  Leopard  with  four  Wings  and  Heads,    denoting 
Alexander,   and   his  four  Succeflbrs ;    and  the   other  Beaji 
with  Iron  Feet  and  ten  Horns,  reprefenting  the  Roman  Em- 
pire, and  the  ten  Kingdoms  *,  or  Principalities,  into  which 

it 

his  own  Royal  Charadler ;  that,  in  thefe  Frolicks,  he  would 
often  go  out  in  the  Streets,  and  there  fcatter  his  Money  by 
Handfuls,  for  the  Rabble  to  fcramble  for  ;  that,  at  other  Timesj 
he  would  go  about  with  a  Crown  of  Rofes  upon  his  Head,  and, 
in  a  Roman  Gown,  would  walk  the  Streets  alone,  carrying  a 
Parcel  of  Stones  in  his  Lap,  to  throw  at  thofe  that  fhould  fol- 
low after  ;  that  he  was  much  addifted  to  Drunkennefsj  and  Laf- 
civioufnefs  ;  was  frequently  found  in  the  Company  of  PathicSp 
and  common  Projlitutes,  on  whom  he  would  gratify  his  Lufi 
publickly,  and  in  the  Sight  of  the  People  ;  and  that,  having  for 
his  Catamites  two  vile  Perfons,  called  Timarchus,  and  Heraclides^ 
who  were  Brothers,  he  made  the  former  of  them  Governor  of 
Babylon,  and  the  other  his  Treafurer  in  that  Province.  The 
fhort  is,  his  Freaks,  Follies,  and  Vices  were  fo  many,  that  Meii 
were  in  a  Doubt  whether  he  were  a  Madman,  or  a  Fool,  tho' 
the  former  of  thefe  was  generally  thought  his  trueft  Charadter  J 
and  therefore  inftead  of  Epiphanes,  the  Illuftrious,  they  common- 
ly called  him  Epimanes,  the  Madman^  Prideanx\  Connedion* 
Anno  175. 

*  Bilhop  Lloyd  hath  given  us  the  following  Lift  of  the  ten 
Kingdoms  v^ich  arofe  out  of  the  Diffolution  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  and  the  Time  of  their  Rife,  i .  Hunns  ereded  their 
Kingdom  in  that  Fznof  Pannonia,  and  Dacia,  which  from  them 
was  called  Hungary,  about  A.  D.  356.  2.  Ojlrogoths  fettled 
themfelves  in  the  Countries  that  reach  from  Rhetia  to  Mtejlat 
even  as  far  as  Thrace,  about  377,  and  afterwards  came  intd 
Italy  under  Alaricus  in  410,  3.  Wifigothi  fettled  in  the  South 
Parts  of  France,  and  in  Catalonia,  about  378.  4*  Franks  feiz'd 
upon  Part  of  Germany,  and  Gaul,  A.  D.  420.  5.  Vandals 
f«ttled  in  Spain^  and  afterwards  fet  up  th^ir  Kingdom  in  A/ricat 

Ec  ^  AiD* 
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A.  M.  it  was  divided,  was  a  Language  as  well  known  to  fkilful 
34>7,  ^f_  Readers  at  that  Time,  as  are  the  Arms,  the  Colours,  and 
•  587,  &c'.  the  Field  o{  Efcutcheons^  in  thefe  later  Days,  to  Heralds. 
From  jer.xl.  *  P O RP H TR  T,  no  doubt,  was  well  acquainted  with 
Dan'lef  "I'nd '  *^'^  H'leroglyphick  Way  of  Writing,  becaufe  all  the  Objec- 
fromEzrii.  tion,  which  he  makes  to  thefe  Prophecies  oi  Daniel,  con- 
to  V.  cerning  the  four  Empires,  is,  that  they  were  too  plain  and 
">  ^O'''^'  perfpicuous,  and  more  like  hijlorical  Narratives  of  Fa6ts 
wJhlx'^  already  done,  than  prophetical  Predidions  of  Things  to 
plained.  comc  But,  however  this  Enemy  of  Chriflianity  might 
urge  the  Plainnefs  of  the  Prophet's  Predictions,  in  order  to 

invalidate 

A.  D.  467.  6.  Suevidns,  and  Jlans  feiz'd  the  nvejlern  Parts  of 
Spain,  A,  D.  407,  and  invaded  lia/y,  457.  7.  Burgundians 
came  out  of  Germany  into  that  Part  of  Gaul,  called  from  them 
Burgundy,  407.  8.  Rugians,  and  Thoringians  fettled  in  Italy 
under  Odoacer,  about  476.  9.  Saxons  msi^t  themfelves  Mailers 
of  Great  Britain,  about  the  fame  Time,  476.  And  10.  Longo- 
bards  fettled  firft  in  Germany,  A.  D.  383,  and  afterwards  fucceed- 
ed  the  Heruli  and  Thuringi  in  Hungary.  .  Loiuth's  Commenta- 
ry on  Dan.  vii.  24. 

*  This  Porphyry  was  a  learned  Heathen,  born  at  Tyre,  in  the 
Year  of  Chrill  about  230,  and  there  called  Malchus  ;  but  upoa 
his  going  among  the  Greeks,   he  chang'd  it  to  Porphyry,  which 
is  much  of  the  fame  Signification ;  for  Malchus  in    the  Phoeni- 
cian Language  (which  was  then  fpoken  at  Tyre)  fignifies  a  King, 
as  ■crofipypE®-,  in  the  Greek,  denotes  one  that  wore  Purple,  which 
none  but  Kings,  and  Royal  Perfons,  were  then  permitted  to  do. 
He  was  a  bitter  Enemy   to   the  Chriftian  Religion  ;  and  there- 
fore wrote  a  large  Volume  againft  it,   containing  y?/>^«'«  Books, 
whereof  the  tnxielfth  was  wholly  levelled  againft  the  Prophecies 
oi  Daniel :  But,   becaufe  the  Predidlions  of  this  Prophet,  con- 
cerning the  feveral  Empires,  were  acknowledg'd,  on  all  Hands, 
to  have  been  fulfilled,   he  did   not  go  about  to  difprove  it;  on 
the  contrary,  he  endeavour'd  to  maintain,  by  the  Teftimony  of 
the  beft  Greek  Hiftorians  then  extant,    that  they   were  fulfilled 
fo  exadlly,  and  fo  minutely,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to 
be  the  Predidions  of  the  Daniel,  who  belong'd  to  the  Bahylo- 
■nijh  Captivity,   and  mull  therefore  be  the  fpurious  Compofition 
of  fome  later  Author,     But  this  Argument    St.  Jerom,   in  his 
Comment  upon  Daniel,  fully   turns-  upon  him.     It  is  much  to 
be  lamented  however,   that  not  only  this  whole  Work  of  Por- 
phyry is  loft,    but  that  alfo  the  Books  of  Eufebius  Apollonarius, 
and  Methodius,  which  were  wrote  in  Anfwer  to  this  Heathen 
Adverfary,    (to  the   great  Damage    both  of  di'vine   and  human 
Knowledge)  have  all  undergone    the   fame  Fate.      Prideaux's. 
Connedlion,  Anno  1 64. 
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invalidate   the  Authority  of  his  Book,  it  muft  not  be  deny'd,     A.  M. 
but  that  God,  in  his  great  Wifdom,  has  fo  order'd  the  Mat- 3*'^'  ^f- 
ter,    (for  the  Exercife  of  our  Faith  and  Induftry)    and  fo  58^7^  &r! 
fram'd  the  prophetick  Stile,    that   there  fliould  be  ftill  fome  Fpm  Jer, 
Shade,    and  Remains  of  Obfcurity,    abiding   upon  the  Face^:.  "j}'^.'^^^- 
of  almoft  every  Prophecy,  even  after  the  Time  of  its  Com-  and  ftom' 
pletion  :  And  therefore,   inftead   of  being    furpris'd  at  the  Ezra  i.  to  v. 
great  Variety  of   Computations,   which  Chronologers,  and  ^->^  Y"Xrf 
other  learned  Men,  have  put  upon   the  (b)  feventy  Weeks 
mention'd  in  Daniel,   we  may  much  rather  vv^onder,  how, 
at  this  Diftance  of  Time,   they  have  been  able  to  come  to 
any  tolerable  Exadlnefs. 

The   Wordi  of  the  Prophecy  are  thefe ; Seventy 

Weeks  are  determined  upon  thy  People.^  and  upon  thy  holy 
City^  to  finijh  the  TranfgreJJion^  and  to  make  an  End  of 
SinSy  and  to  make  Reconciliation  for  Iniquity^  and  to  bring 
in  everlajiing  Righteoufnefs^  and  to  anoint  the  Mojl  Holy. 
Know  therefore  and  under/land.,  that  from  the  going  forth 
ef  the  Commandment  to  rejlore,  and  to  build^  Jerufalem,  unta 
the  Mefliah  the  Prince  |,  Jhall  be  feven  Weeks,  and  three- 
fcore  and  two  Weeks  ;  and  the  Street  Jhall  he  built  again,  and 
the  Wall,  even  in  troublous  Titnes  ;  and,  after  threefcore 
and  two  Weeks,  Jhall  Mefliah  be  cut  off,  but  not  for  himjelf  : 
And  the  People  of  the  Prince  that  jhall  cotne,  Jhall  defirny 
the  City,  and  the  San£fuary,  and  the  End  thereof  Jhall  be 
with  a  Flood ;  and,  at  the  End  of  the  War,  Dejolations  are 
determined  :  And  he  Jhall  confirm  the  Covenant  with  many, 
for  a  Week  ;  and,  in  the  ]\AidJi  of  the  Week,  he  Jhall  caufe 
the  Sacrifice  and  the  Oblation  to  ceafe  ;  and,  for  the  Over- 
fpreading  of  Abominations,  he  Jhall  make  it  deflate,  even  un- 
til the  Confummation,  and  that  determined  Jhall  he  poured 
upon  the  De folate. 

Now,  to  fet  thefe  Words  in  a  right  Light,  we  muft  con- 
fider,  I  ft,  That  the  main  Defign,  and  Intendment  of  them 
is,  to  foretel  the  Coming  of  the  Meffiah,  his  aboliftiing  the 
Jewijh,  and  fetting  up  a  new  and  more  perfeft.  Religion  ; 
which  is  fo  manifeft  to  every  common  Reader,  that  later  fews 
(to  avoid  the  Force  of  this  one  Prophecy)  have  even  adven- 
tur'd  to  exclude  the  whole  Book  of  Daniel  from  the  Number 

E  e  3  of 

(b)  Dan.  ix.  24. 

X  The  Colon,  which,  In  our  Englijh  Bibles,  is  plac'd  after 
/tTjen  Weeks,  in  the  Middle  of  this  Sentence,  fliould  be  plac'd  af- 
ter /xuo  Weeks,  at  the  End  of  it,  which  wrong  Punftuatioq  may 
poflibly  lead  fome  People  into  an  Error  in  their  Computation. 
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A.  M.  of  infpir'd  Writers,  and  to  pronounce  a  Curfe  upon  any,  that 
iuV'chr[f.  ^^^^  pretend  to  compute  the  Time  of  the  Mejfiah\  Coming, 
587,  £f<r.  2dly,  It  is  agreed  by  moft  Interpreters,  that  the  feventy  Weeks 
From  here  fpoken  of  (according  to  the  prophetick  Stile)  are  to  be 
xlv  'ail'Da-  ^^^^^  ^^^  Weeks  of  Tears,  every  one  of  which  contain'd 
niel,  and  feven  Years,  and  fo  the  feventy  Weeks  will  amount  to  49O 
from  Ezra  i.  Years,  at  the  Expiration  of  which  Term,  the  Matters  con- 


to  V. 


^^i^^i^.  tain'd  in  this  Prophecy  were  to  have  their  Accompliftiment : 
But  then  the  Queftion  is,   at  what  Point  of  Time  thefe^^- 
venty  Weeks,  or,  what  is  all  one,  the  490  Years,   either 
began  or  expir'd  ?  For,  if  we  can  but  find  out  one  of  thefe 
Periods,  there  will   be  lefs  Difficulty   in  ftating   the  other. 
Now,  3dly,    It  feems  pretty  plain,   that  the  feveral  Events, 
fpecify'd  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Prophecy,  viz.  To  finijh 
or  reftrain  Tranfgreffions,    2.  To  make  an  End  of  Sin,  3, 
To  make  Expiation,  or  Reconciliation,   for  Iniquity,  4.  To 
hring  in  everlajiing  Righteoufnefs,   5.  To  feal  up,    or  com- 
pleat,  and  fulfil  Vifton  and  Prophecy,   and  6.    To  anoint,  or 
confecrate  the  Moji  Holy,  were  all  accomplifh'd  in  the  great 
Work  of  our  Salvation,    by  the  Death  and  Paflion,  and  by 
the  Dodrine  and  Refurredlion,  of  our  Saviour  Chrift.     For, 
being  born  without  original,  and  having  liv'd  without  adlual. 
Sin,   he  truly  was  the  moJi  Holy  of  all,  that  ever  bore  our 
Nature,  and,  being  thereby  fully  fitted  for  this  great  Work, 
he  was  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghoji,   and  with  Power,  to 
be  our  Priejl,  our  Prophet,  and  our  King. 

As  our  Pricji,  he  ofFer'd  himfelf  a  Sacrifice  upon  the 
Crofs,  and  thereby  made  Atonement  for  our  Sins,  which  is 
making  an  End  of  thern,  by  taking  away  their  Guilt;  and, 
in  fo  doing,  working  Reconciliation  for  us  with  God.  As 
our  Prophet,  he  gave  us  his  Gofpel,  a  Law  of  everlajling 
Righteoufnefs,  and  the  only  Revelation  we  are  to  expeft : 
And  as  our  King,  he  fent  his  Holy  Spirit  into  our  Hearts,  to 
guide  and  influence  us  according  to  this  Law ;  whereby  he 
has  taken  an  eff'eitual  Method  to  reflrain,  and  extinguijh  in 
us,  all  Manner  of  Tranfgreffion  ;  and,  in  doing  all  this,  he 
hzs  fe'aled  up,  i.  e.  fulfilled,  and  thoroughly  finifh'd  all,  that 
by  Vifions  and  Prophecies  had  been  before  reveal'd  concern- 
ing him. 

Since  (c)  therefore  all  thefe  Events  were  brought  to 
pafs,  and  accomplifh'd  at  the  Time  of  Chrift's  Death,  this 
rnuft  determine  us,  where  to  fix  the  End  of  the  Weeks, 
•\vherein  thefe  Events  were  to  be  accomplifh'd :  And  if  the 

End 
(c)  Prideaux'?,  Connexion,  Anno  409. 


Chap.   I.      from  the  Babylonifli  Captivity^  ^c.  4^5 

End  of  thefe  Weeks  is  to  be  fix'd  at  the  Death  of  Chrijl,     A.  M. 
then,  4thly,  This  will  determine  us,  where  to  place  the  Be-  ^'i'/vf^''; 
ginning  of  them,  viz.  490  Years  before,  +  which  is  the  ve-  587J  ^cl 
ry  Year  and  Month  f,  wherein  Ezra  had  his  Commiflion  Fmm  jer. 
Ee4  from^j.-T; '°';J'^- 

^  all  Daniel, 

and  from 

f  Moft  learned  Men  agree,  that  the  Death  oi  Chriji  happen'dEzra  i.  to  v. 
in  the  Year  of  the  y«//^«  Period  4746,  and  in  the  Jeiui/h  Month  ^-Z^Y^NJ 
l^ifan  ;  and  therefore,  if  we  reckon  490  Years  backward,  this 
will  lead  us  to  the  Month  Nifan,  and  in  the  Year  of  the  Julian 
Period  4256;  which,  according  to  Ptolemy'%  Canon,  was  the  fe- 
venth  Year  oi  Artaxerxes'%  Reign,  in  which  the  Scripture  tells 
us  {E%ra  vii.  7.)  that  this  Commiffion  was  granted.  Pndeaux\ 
Connexion,  Anno  578. 

f  Others  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Commiffion  here  intended 
was  not  that  which  was  given  to  Ezra,  but  that  which  Nehe- 
miah  had  from  Artaxerxes,  in  the  twentieth  Year  of  his  Reign, 
at  which  Period  they  place  the  Commencement  of  thefe  feventy 
Weeks  ;  which,  being  reduc'd  to  490  Lmiar  Years,  bring  us 
down  to  the  Time,  when  our  Saviour  Chriji  was  put  to  Death. 
There  are  fome  Variations  indeed  concerning  the  Calculation  of 
thefe  Years.  Chronologers  differ  among  themfelves  a  little  j  but 
the  greateft  Difference  does  not  exceed  nine  or  ten  Years  ;  and 
yet  even  this,  Petavius,  who  has  treated  of  the  Subjed,  in  his 
twelfth  Book  de  Dodrind  Temporum,  has  endeavour'd  to  accom- 
modate, by  (hewing,  that  the  Words  of  the  Prophecy  of  Daniel, 
concerning  the  Goifjg  forth  of  the  Command  to  rejiore  and  rebuild 
Jerufalem,  ought  to  be  underflood  of  the  compleat  Execution  of 
that  Order,  which  was  perform'd  by  Nehemiah  only ;  and  that 
the  twentieth  Year  of  y/r^fljf^rxfj,  mention'd  in  Nehemiah  i.  i. 
ought  to  be  explain'd,  not  of  the  twentieth  Year  of  Artaxerxes 
alone,  but  of  the  twentieth,  from  the  Time,  that  his  Father 
made  him  his  AfTociate  in  the  Throne,  which  was  ten  Years  be- 
fore his  Death  :  Which  ten  Years  being  dedudled  from  the 
Number  of  Years,  that  elapfed  from  the  Decree  oi  Artaxerxes 
in  Favour  of  Nehemiah,  to  the  Death  of  Jefus  Chriji,  deliver 
the  Chronologers  out  of  all  their  Perplexities,  and  difpel  all  the 
Difficulties,  that  the  itv^  fuperjiumerary  Years  occafion'd.  Cal- 
met\  Differt.  fur  les  feptante  Semaines,  i^c.  What  the  learned 
Bifhop  Lloyd's  Manner  of  computing  thefe  Weeks  is,  the  Reader 
will  find  fully  explain'd,  and  illuftrated  by  Mr.  Bedford,  in  his 
Scripture  Chronology,  lib.  vii.  c.  i .  and  if  he  would  have  flill 
farther  Satisfaftion  herein,  he  may  confult  Pererius  upon  Da- 
niel, M.  Bafnage\  Differt.  upon  the  feventy  Weeks,  F.  Har- 
douini  Differt.  on  the  fame  Subjeft,  and  that  of  J.  Frifch- 
mouth,  in  his  Thefaurus  Dijfertationum,  at  the  End  of  the  great 
Criticks. 
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A.  M,  from  Jrtaxerxes  Longimanus^  King  of  Perjia,  for  his  re- 
Atit^Chrifl  t"*'"'ng  to  Jerufaletriy  and  there  to  reftore  the  Church  and 
587,  &c.     State  of  the  yezvs. 

From  The  only  Objedion  againft  this  Computation  is, r 

xfv   all  ^Da-  ^^^^   ^^^   Words    of  tbc   Prophecy    feem  to  denote  a  real 
nici,  and      Building  of  the  City,  fince  it  makes  mention  of  its  Streets 
from  Ezra  i.  and  Walls ,  whereas  that  Work  was  executed  upon  the  De- 
^"J^iL-,^^  cree  by  Cyrus ^  feveral  Years  before  Ezra  was  in  Commifli- 
qn.     But  this  Objedlion  will  appear  of  little  Force,  if  once 
it  be  confider'd,  that  figurative  P^xprefTions  are,  in  a  Man- 
ner, neceflary  in  Prophecies,  and  tliat  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon in    Scripture,   than  by   Jerufaletn^  in  particular,    to 
mean  the  whole   Political  and  Ecdefiajiical  State  of  the 
Jews, 

There  is  another  Difficulty  obfervable  in  this  Prophecy^ 
which  deferves  our  Attention,  and  that  is,  the  Divifion  of 
the  feventy  Weeks  into  three  diflindl  Periods,  /.  e.  intofeven 
Weeks,  fixty  two  Weeks,  and  one  Week,  to  each  of  which 
a  different  Event  is  aflign'd.  In  the /even  Weeks,  or  49 
Years,  from  the  Goi:':g-forth  of  the  Commandment,  the 
Streets  and  Walls  of  Jerufalem,  /'.  e.  the  Reftoration  and 
Eftabliftiment  of  the  Church  and  State  of  the  Jews,  is  to 
be  accomplifh'd.  In  the  fixty  two  Weeks,  or  434  Years 
more,  the  Meffiah  is  to  come,  and  make  his  Appearance  in 
the  World  ;  and  in  one  Week,  or  7  Years  after  this,  he  is  to 
confirm  a  Covenant  tuith  many,  and  caufe  the  Sacrifice  and 
Oblation  to  ceafe :  All  which  were  literally  fulfilled.  For, 
in  the  Space  of  49  Years,  which  anfwers  to  feven  Weeks^ 
the  Reformation  and  Eftabli{hment  of  the  Jewijh  Church 
and  State  was  carry'd  on,  and  compleated,  firft  by  Ezra,, 
in  Virtue  of  a  Decree  granted  in  the  feventh  Year  of  Ar- 
taxerxes,  and  afterwards  by  Nehemiah,  in  Virtue  of  another 
ojranted  him  by  the  fame  Prince,  in  the  twentieth  Year  of 
his  Pvcign.  From  that  Time,  in  the  Space  of  434  Years, 
which  anfwers  to  fixty  two  Weeks,  our  bleffed  Saviour 
appear'd  in  the  World  as  the  Meffiah  y  and  for  feven 
Years  after  that,  (which  anfwers  to  the  one  Week  in  the 
Prophecy)  firft,  by  his  Forerunner  "John  the  Baptiji,  for  the 
Space  of  three  Years  and  an  half  more,  he  confirm'd  the 
Covenant  of  the  Gofpel  w'ith  as  many  of  the  Jews,  as  were 
converted,  and  embrac'd  thefe  Laws  of  everlafling  Righ- 
teoufiefs,  which  he  publifti'd  ;  and,  at  length,  by  the  Sacri- 
fice of  his  moft  precious  Blood,  made  all  other  Vidlims  and 
Oblations  f  which  were  but  Types  and  Emblems  of  his)  for 
ever  ceafe,  and  be  abolilh'd.     As  to  the  other  Part  of  the 

Prophecy, 
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Prophecy,  jt  relates  fo  evidently  to  the  Dcftru6tion  of  Jeru-    A.  M. 
faUrn,  that  it  needs  no  Explanation.     Whoever  has  read  Jo-  ^tit'' c^ff 
fsphus  cannot  but  obferve,  that,  by  the  Deftru£lion  of  the  587,  &fc.  * 
City  and  San£luary,  by  the  People  of  the  Prince  that  was  Fromjer-  xl. 
to  come^  who,  with  their  Armies  and  defolating  Abominations,  Danief  ^and^ 
fliould  invade  Judea  as  with  a  Flood,  and,  by  a  terrible  and  from  Ezra  i. 
confuming  War   bring  utter  Ruin  and  Defl;ru6tion  upon  it,  ^°  ^• 
and  upon  all  the  People  of  the  Jews  that  ftiould  dwell  there-  f^SA^Hi 
in,  can   be  meant  nothing,  but    Titus^  at  the  Head  of  the 
Roman  Army,  executing  the  Wrath  of  God  for  the  Mur- 
der of  his   Son,  our  Saviour,  upon  that   devoted  City    and 
People,  in  fuch  a  terrible  and  tragical  Manner,  as  their  Hif- 
lorian  has  related. 

E  Z  E  K I E  L  indeed,  according    to  the  Sentiment    of  Ezekiel'* 
fome  Rabbins^  was  a  Prophet  of  more  Obfcurity ,  than  Da-  *■  ^'"''°'' 
niel,  and,  efpecially  in  the  Defcription  of  the  Chariot,  (a^ 
they  call  the  fir/}  Chapter)  fo    very  intricate  and  abftrufe, 
that  they  would  not  permit  it  to  be  read  by  any,  until  they 
were  arriv'd  at  the  Age  of  thirty.     The  Defign  of  the  Pro- 
phet in   that  Chapter   is,  to  reprefent  the  great  and  glorious 
Appearance  of  God-,  coming  to  give  him  Inftrudions  in  the 
Management  of  his  prophetick  Office ;  and  to    this  Purpofe 
he  makes  ufe  of  Images^  foreign  indeed   to  our  Manner  of 
Writing,  but  what  are  all  fignificant,  and  full  of  Majefty. 
He  feats  himfelf  on  a  radiant  Throne,  fupported  by  Cheru- 
bims,  mov'd  by  Wheels   of  an  uncommon  Make,  cover 'd 
with  the  Canopy  of  Heaven,  and  encircled  with  the  Rain- 
bow :  and  tho',   in   the  Defcription  of  the   Cherubims   and 
IVheelSf  there   may  be  Something  not  fo  agreeable  to  our 
Way  of  Thinking,  yet   we  are  not  to  fuppofe,  but  that, 
in  the  whole,  it  was  adapted  to  the  Age,  wherein  the  Pro- 
phet wrote,  and   in  each  Part  perhaps  did  include  an  excel- 
lent Moral.     Angels,  of  what  Rank  or  Denomination  foe- 
vcr,  are   all  minijlering  Spirits^    and    the    Inftruments   of 
God's  Providence  in  the  Government  of  the  World  ;  and 
therefore  are  reprefcnted  here  zs  fupporting  his  'Throne^  and, 
in    Allufion  {d)   very  likely  to    the  Triumphal  Chariots  of 
Eajiern  Princes,  which  are  drawn  by  feveral  Sorts  of  Beafts, 
they  are  faid  [e)  every  one  to  have  four  Faces.     Their  Wings 
denote  their  Readinefs  and  Alacrity  \  their  Eyes,  tlieir  Saga- 
city and  Vigilance  ;  their  Hands,  their  Prudence  and  Dexte- 
rity J  their  Feet,  their  Stead inefs  and  Refolution  in  perform- 


[d]  Lo'wth\  Comment,  on  EKck.  i.         (?)  Ezck.  i.  6. 
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A.  M.  ing  the  Divine  Commands;  and  (f)  the  Nolfe  of  their 
3417,  ^^-  Wings^  when  they  went^  exprefs'd  the  Terriblenefs  of  the 
sS?^  6fc.  Judgments,  which  they  were  to  execute  upon  Jerufalem, 
From  Jer.    and  all  the  Jewijh  Nation. 

all  Dan°ie^*      ^^°'  '"  ^'^^  Manner,  [g)  the  Make  and  Fajhlon  of  the 
and  from  '   Wheels,  which  thefe  Cherubim   aduate,  fhews,  that  all  the 
E2ra  i.  to  v.  Ways  of  Providence   are  uniform,  and  fubfervient  to  each 
t./'VN^  other  ;  as  [h)  their  going  perpetually  forward  inthmzteSy  that 
Providence  does  nothing  in  vain,  but  always    accomplifhes 
its  Defigns.     (/)  The  Largenefs  of  the  Rings,  or  Circum- 
ference of  the  Wheels,  denotes  the  vaft  Compafs  of  Provi- 
dence, (i^)  tvhich  reacheth  from  one  End  to  another  mightily 
(/).     Their  being  full  of  Eyes  implies,  that  the  Motions  of 
Providence  are  diredledby  unerring  Wifdom;  and  (w)  their 
moving,  when   the  Cherubs  mov'd,  feems   to  demonftrate, 
with  what  Readinefs  and  Alacrity  all  the  Inftruments  of  Pro- 
vidence do  concur  in  carrying  on  his  great  Defigns. '  Thus 
full  of  Inftruition  is  every  little  Sytnbol  in  this  Defcription  ! 
And  therefore  it  is  doing  Injuftice    to  the  Charader  of  the 
Prophet,  to  find  Fault  with  his  Images,  becaufe  they  agree 
not  with  the  prefent  Mode,  or  to  cenfure  his  Writings,  be- 
H    fore  we  underfl:and  them. 
j^ndb'nGcg      His  Prophecy  {n)  concerning  Go^  and  7J/<?^<7g- is  perhaps 
Tf/^n'f^  defervedly  thought  one  of  the   moft   difficult  Paflages,  that 
occur  in  the  Old  Tcjlament ;  and,  accordingly,  the  Conjec- 
tures about  it  have  been  various.  It  is  generally  agreed  how- 
ever, that  the  Words  ||  Gog  and  Magog  are  not  real,  but 

fi6titious, 

(/)  Ibid.  ver.  24.  (^)  Ibid.  ver.  16.  (h)  Va\d.. 

ver.  17.         (/)  Ibid.  ver.  18.  (i)  Wifd.  viii.  i.  (/)  Ibid. 

ver.  18.  (m)  Ibid.  ver.  ig.  (n)  Ezek.  xxxviii.  and 

xxxix. 

(I  Magog\NZ.%  the  Son  of  "Japhet,  Gen.  x.  2.  from  whom  the 
Scythians  were  generally  fuppos'd  to  be  deriv'd ;  a  People  well 
known  in  the  Eaji  for  their  frequent  Irruptions,  and  Devafta- 
tions  therein  made,  and  who,  for  their  Rapine  and  Violence, 
Cruelties  and  Barbarities  of  all  Kind,  for  fome  Time,  pafs'd  in- 
to a  Proverb  ;  and  therefore,  whether  we  fuppofe  Camhyfes  or 
Antiochiis  (as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter)  to  be  the  Gog  in  Ezekiely 
the  Prophet's  calling  him  by  the  Name  of  a  ivild  Scythian  can 
be  no  Objeflion,  becaufe  fcarce  ever  were  any  two  iVIen  more 
cruel,  more  favage,  and  brutal  in  their  Paffions,  than  they ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  we  may  truly  fay,  that,  as  the  Scythians  were  the 
Terror  of  all  the  EaJl,  fo  Camhyfes  and  Antiochus  were  the  Hor- 
ror 
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fiditious,  Names;  and  therefore  their  Wars  with  the  People    A.  M. 
of  God  fome  have  apply'd   to    the   Cruelties  of  Ant'iochus ^n[^^^|f 
Epipbanes  againft  the  Jews ',  others,  to  the  Perfecutions  of  ^s'?,  &c'. 
the  Gentiles  againft  the  Chrijiians;  fome,  to  the  Irruption  of     From 
the  Goths^  and  other  barbarous  Nations,  into  the  ■^<'Wi7«Em--[^5^'.''aii''*Dl- 
pire  ;  others,  to  the  Ravages,  which   the  Turks  made   innid",  and 
Jfta^  and  fome  Parts  of  Europe  ;  and  others  again,  to  thofe  ^'^°^  Ezra  i, 
(as  is  prophefy'd  elfewhere^  Oppreflions,  which,  in  the  lat-"  11-^1 
ter  Days,  Antichrijl  fhall  bring  upon  the  true  Profeflbrs  of 
our  moft  holy  Religion. 

(0)  The  main  Current  of  Interpreters  will  have  the  Gog 
in  Ezekiel to  be  Ant'iochus ;  but  then  there  are  fome  Excep- 
tions to  this  Opinion,  that  may  be  gather'd  from  Ezekiel 
himfelf.  For,  whereas  the  Gog  in  Ezekiel  (p)  was  to  fall 
upon  the  Mountains  of  Ifrael;  ( j)  was  to  be  buried  in  the  Eaft 
of  the  Mediterranean  Sea  ;  was  to  have  an  Army  deftroy'd, 
(r)  by  their  turning  their  Swords  upon  one  another  ;  and  [s) 
the  Ifraelites  were  to  gather  the  Spoils,  and  burn  their  Arms 
for  feveral  Tears :  Whoever  looks  into  the  Hiftory  of 
Antiochus,  will  fee,  that  he  dy'd  at  a  little  Town,  called 
Tabay  in  the  Confines  of  Perfia,  and  Babylonia  \  that,  upon 
his  Death,  his  Army  fufFer'd  no  Defeat,  neither  did  the 
"Jews  reap  any  Advantage  by  it,  bccaufe  his  Son  Antiochus 
Eupator  continu'd  toopprefs,  and  harrafs,  them  with  Wars, 
as  much  as  ever. 

But  if  Antiochus  was  not  the  Gog  in  Ezekiel,  the  Quef- 
tion  is,  Who  was  ?  And  to  refolve  this  Queftion,  we  may 
obferve,  that  (be  the  Perfon  who  he  will)  the  Prophet  fpeaks 
of  him  as  a  powerful  Prince,  who  fhould  come  from  the 
North,  (t)  with  a  numerous  Army,  (wj  made  up  of  diffe- 
rent Nations,  exafperated  againft  the  "Jews,  and  with  .  full 
Intent  (x)  to  plunder  and  ravage  their  Country  ;  but  that 
he  fhould  be  difappointed  in  his  Defign,  and  [y)  his  Army 
miraculoufly  deftroy'd. 

We  may  obferve  farther,  that  this  Event  was  to  happen,   . 
after  the  Return  from  the  Captivity  ;  becaufe    the  Prophet 
mentions  it,  as  a  Thing  future  ;  (z)  Thou  Jhalt  come  into  a 

Landy 

ror  and  Abomination  of  Mankind.     Calmeth  Comment,  fur  Gsg 
&  Magog. 

(0)  Calmet\  Differt.  fur  Gog  &  Magog.  (/>)  Ezek.  xxxix. 

4.         (qj  Ibid.  ver.  ii.       ^r^  Chap,  xxxviii.  21.       (j)Chap. 
xxxix.  9,  10.  {t)  Chap,  xxxviii.  15.  CuJ  Ibid.  ver.  2. 

(xj  Ibid.  ver.  9,  ^c.         (y)  Ibid.  ver.  22,  ifff.         (z)  Ibid. 
ver.  8. 
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A.  M.    Landy  (fpeaking   of  Gog)    that   is   brought  back  from  the 
A^7'ch  [ft  Sword  y  and  againji  a  People  ^  who  have  lately  returned  from 
<;S7J  feff.     amidjl  the  Nations,  where  they   had  been  difperfed ;  which 
From  Jer.    can  be  meant  of  none  but  the  Jews  ;  but  [a)  that  it   could 
di  Da^niel "'  "°^  happen  after  the  Time    of  the  Maccabees,  becaufe   the 
and  from'   fewijlj  Hidory  is,  from  thence,  fovcry  well  known,  that  a 
^.zra  i.  to  v.  Tranfadtion  of  this  Nature  could  not  well  efcape  us ;  and 
^^•"^  therefore  we  may  conclude,  that  it  was  between  the  Return 
from  ti"re  Captivity,  and  the  firft  Appearing  of  the  Macca- 
bees,, {a.  very  obfcure  Interval  as  to  the  Jewi/h  Affairs)  that 
what  the  Prophet  relates  of  Gog,  and  his  Adventures,  came 
to  pafs  ;  and  if  fo,  we  can  fee  no  Prince  or  Potentate,   to 
whom  the  Characters,  which  the  infpir'd  Writers  give  of 
•        him,  can  fo  properly  belong,  3s    to  Cambyfes,  the  Son  of 
Cyrus. 

According  to  the  Accounts  of  all  Hiftory,  he  was 
cruel  and  barbarous,  exceffively  impious,  and  infatiably  co- 
vetous. His  Indignation  againft  the  Jews  he  exprefs'd  [b) 
by  a  Revocation  of  a  Grant,  which  his  Father  gave  for  the 
Rebuilding  of  their  City  and  Temple.  He  led  a  large  Army 
into  Egypt,  compos'd  of  all  the  different  Nations,  {c)  that 
Exekiel  mentions,  who  were  overwhelm'd  (a  great  many  of 
them  at  leaft)  by  the  driven  Sands  of  the  Deferts.  In  his 
return  from  Egypt,  {d)  he  dy'd  at  Ecbatana  in  Palejiine,  at 
the  Foot  of  Mount  Cartnel,  which  faces  the  Mediterranean 
Sea,  of  a  Wound,  which  he  recciv'd  by  his  Sword's  falling 
accidentally  out  of  the  Scabbard ;  fo  that  a  great  ma- 
ny Lines  of  the  Pidlure,  which  the  Prophet  draws  of 
Gog,  meet  in  Cambyfes,  tho'  it  muft  be  acknowledg'd  that 
all  do  not. 

[c)  What  bids  fair  for  this  Opinion  however  is,  the  Or- 
der and  Series  of  Events,  which  Ezekiel  feems  to  have  ob- 
ferv'd  ip  his  Prophecies  :  For,  having  firft  foretold  the  tak- 
ing of  Jerufalem,  the  Captivity  of  Babylon,  and  the  Defolar 
tion  of  Tyre,  Egypt,  and  fome  other  Countries  neighbour- 
ing upon  Judea  \  he  proceeds,  in  the  next  Place,  to  the 
Diffolution  of  the  Chaldean  Monarchy,  and  the  Return  of 
the  Jews  from  their  Captivity  :  But,  before  they  are  well 
fettled  in  their  native  Country,  Gog,  and  his  numerous  Ar- 
my, are  introduc'd  to  trouble  their  Repofe,  and  threaten 
their  Ruin  j  but    that  God  interpofes  to  rid   them  of  this 

fierce 

(a)  Calmet''s  Diflcrt.  ibid.  (b)  Ezra   iv.    1 9,  &c, 

[c)  Ezek.  xxxviii.  2,  iffc.  [d)  Herod,  lib.  iii.        (e)  Calmct's 

Di%rt.  ibid. 
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fierce  Enemy,  who  is  faid  to  have  fallen  in  the  Mountains  of    A.  M. 
Ifrael,  he,  and  all  his  Army.     It  muft  be  own'd,   indeed,  J^''„7'c£ft. 
that  the  Writers  of  the  Life  of  Cambyfes  make  mention  of  87J  &c. 
no  Intention  in  this  Prince  to  fall  foul  upon  the  Jewst  nor  From  jer. 
do  they  fay  any  Thing  of  the  Deftrudtion  of  his  Army,  en-  ^}j  ^^^J^^^' 
fuant  upon  his  Death }  but  upon  the  Suppofition,  that  the  and  from  * 
Prophecy  relates  to  him,  Godj  who  knew  the  evil  Difpofition  Ezra  i.  to  v. 
of  that  Prince's  Heart  towardSi^he  Jews,  (which  no  profane  ^-^V'Sii 
Author  could  penetrate)  has  given  us  this  Part  of  his  Hiftory  : 
(f)   Thus  faith  the  Lord,  it  Jhall  alfo  come  to  pafs,  that  at 
the  fame  Time,    thou  Jh alt  think  an  evil  Thought,  and  jh alt 
fay,   I  will  go  up  to   the  Land  of  unwalled  Villages  \  I  tvill 
go  to  them,  that  are  at  Reft,  that  dwell  fafely,    all  of  them 
dtvelling  without  Walls,  and  having  neither  Bars  nor  Gates, 
to  take  a  Spoil,  and  to  take  a   Prey,  to  turn  my  Hand  upon 
the  deflate  Places,   that  are  now  inhabited,  and  upon  the 
People,  that  are  now  gathered  out  of  the  Nations.     What 
became  of  his  Army,  after  he  was  dead,  we  cannot  tell. 
Herodotus,  who  gives  us  the  largeft  Account  of  him,    im- 
mediately after  his  Deceafe,  pafles  to  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Mggian,  who  ufurp'd  his  Throne  :    And  therefore  we  may 
fuppofe,  (g^  that,  as  they  eonfifted  of  fo  many  difFerent  Na- 
tions, and  follow'd  him   only  by  Compulfion  ;  when  once 
their  Head  was  gone,  they  crumbled  into  Parties,  quarrelled, 
and  (as  (/;)   the  Prophet  had  foretold)  turn'd  their  Arms 
upon  one  another  j  which  was  no  more,  than  what  (/)  the 
Philijlines  did  in  the  Time  of  Saul,  and  [k)  the  Midianttes^ 
when  Gibeon  judg'd  Ifrael. 

We  have  been  fo  large  in  our  Anfwers   to  fome  of  the  Some  feeirJng 
laft  Objedions,  that  wc  have  lefs  Room  left  for  the  Recon-  ■'^'/""/A"- 
ciliation  of  fome  feeming  Inconfiflencies,  that  are  alledg'd  in  ciM[ 
this  Period  of  Hiftory  ;  But  a  little  will  fuffice  for  this. 

For,  I.  Whereas  the  Number  of  the  People,  returning 
from  the  Captivity,  is  much  larger  in  the^^w^r^/Sum,  than 
\\.\s\w\k\&  Particulars',  it  is  to  be  remember 'd,  that  not 
only  thofe  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  but  feveral  alfo  of  the 
other  Tribes,  took  the  Benefit  of  the  Decree,  which  Cyrus 
granted  in  Favour  of  the  Jews,  to  return  again  into  their 
own  Land.  That  they  did  fo  is  plain  from  the  Tenor  of  the 
Decree  itfelf,  which  extends  [I)  to  all  the  People  of  the  God 

of 

(f)  Ezek.  xxxviii,   lo,  &c.  (g)   Ca/mt' sDifTert. 

(^)  Ezek.  xxxviii.  21.  (/)  i  Sam.  xiv.  20.  [i]  Judg. 

vii.  22,         [/)  Ezra  i.  3. 
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A.  M.     of  Ifrael,  whereof  (as  fofephus  informs  us)  Zeruhbabel  fent 

A*t!chiH"  '^  Copy  into  Media^  to  the  rtik  of  the   Ten  Tribes,  who 

587,  £?<-.     (together  vjith  the  rejl   of  the  Fathers  of  Judah  <^«<r/BeHJa- 

From     min)  arefuppos'd  to  be  thofe,  ^(wj  zuhofe  Spirit   God  had 

^"^'^'^^^^''^^raifed  up  to  go  :  And  therefore  the  Difference  between  the 

niei,  and     gfofs  and   the  particular  Sums  arifes  from  hence,  («) 

fromEziai.Xhat,  in  the  latter,   the  Tribes  of  Judah,    Benjamin^  and 
[°  !l-,^>  Levi^  only  are  reckon'd  by  their  Families ;  whereas,  in  the 
former,  all  thofe    of  the  other  Tribes,  that  accompany'd 
them  in  their  Return  to  Jerufalem^  are  added. 

This  accounts  for  the  Difference  between  the  general 
and  particular  Sums  in  Ezra  :  And  then  why  the  Particu- 
lars in  Ezra  differ  from  the  Particulars  in  Nehemiah^  the 
Matter  (according  to  a  very  competent  {0)  Judge)  is  to  be 
conceiv'd  and  apprehended  thus,'  *'  That  Nehemiah 

*'  found  the  Lift  and  Catalogue  of  thofe,  that  came  up  in 
*'  the  firft  of  Cy?7/;,  as  it  was  then  taken,  and  that  he  called 
*'  over  the  Names  of  the  Families,  as  they  lay  in  Order 
*'  there  ;  that  he  obferv'd  the  Order  of  the  old  Lift,  in  cal^ 
*'  ling  them  over,  and  lifting  them,  but  took  the  real  Num- 
*'  her  of  them,  as  they  were  at  the  Time,  when  he  num- 
"  ber'd  them  ;  that  fome  Families  were  now  more  in 
*'  Number,  than  they  v/ere,  when  the  firft  Lift  was  made, 
**  and  fome  fewer  j  and  fome,  that  were  in  that  Lift,  were 
*'  not  to  be  found  now  j  for  fome  had  more  of  the  fame 
*'  Stock  come  up  from  Babylon^  fmce  the  firft  Numbering, 
*'  and  others,  who  had  come  up  at  firft,  and  were  then 
*'  number'd,  were  now  gone  back  again." 

1.  Whereas  it  is  fald  of  the  iom^coxQ  Ifraelites,  that 
they  were  {p)  carrying  their  Offerings  to  the  Houfe  of  the 
Lordf  when  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord  at  Jerufaletn  had,  for 
fome  Time  before,  been  deftroy'd  by  the  Babylonians ;  {q) 
why  may  we  not  fuppofe,  that  the  Place,  where  the  Temple 
ftood,  (even  after  its  Deftrudlion)  was  held  in  fuch  Vene- 
ration, that  the  People,  who  were  left  in  the  Country,  af- 
ter the  general  Captivity,  chofe  to  offer  their  Sacrifices  and 
Oblations  there,  as  long  as  they  remain'd  in  the  Land  ;  and 
that  having'no  Priefts  at  ferufalem,  they  might  go  to  Miz-^ 
pah  (where  thefe  Servants  of  the  Lord  had,  very  probably, 

put 

[m)  Ibid.  ver.  5.  («)  P^j/r/ti's  Commentary  on  Ezra  ii.  6. 

and  Prideaux\  Connexion.  (0)  Lightfoot'%  Chronology^ 

Page  146.  (^/"j  Jer.  xli.  5,  (j')  P/vVf^^A^'s  Connections 

in  ihe  Notes,  Anno  588. 
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put  themfelves  under   the  Governor's  Protedlion)  to  fetch     A.  M. 
one  from  thence,  in  order  to  affift  them  in  their  religious  14'7,  ^f- 

Uttices  t  587,  ©"f. 

(r)  SAMARIA  indeed,  and  the  other  Parts,  from  From  jer, 
whence  thefe  devout  Perfons  came,  lay  to  the  Norths  and  ^|j  7- ^to  xlv. 
Mixpah  to  the  South,  of  Jerufalem,  a  little  too  far  diftant,  ^nd  from' 
for  them  to  go  for  a  Prieft ;  and  therefore  others  have  ima-  Ezra  i.  to  v. 
gin'd,  that,  after  the  Deftru6lion  of  the  Temple,  Gedaliahy  O^/XJ 
by  the  Advice  of  the  Prophet  'Jeremiah,  and  the  Priefts,  that 
were  with  him,  had  eftablifti'd  a  Tabernacle,  and  built   an 
Altar,  at  Mizpah,  where  the  People,  for  the  prefent,  might 
refort  to  pay  their  Devotions,  and   prefent  their  Oblations, 
until,  by  fome  happy  Turn  of  Affairs,  their  Temple  might 
come  to  be  built  again  j  and  that  this  Tabernacle  and  Altar 
might,  with  Propriety  enough,  be  called  the  Houfe  of  the 
Lord. 

We  can  hardly  believe  indeed,  that  after  the  Temple 
was  gone,  the  People  were  to  live  without  any  Place  of  re- 
ligious Worfhip  ;  and  therefore,  confidering  that  Mizpab 
was  all  along  efteemed  a  Place  of  more  than  ordinary  Sanc- 
tity J  that,  after  the  Return  of  the  Ark,  there  [s)  Samuel 
gathered  together  all  Ifrael  before  the  Lord;  that  there  he 
built  an  Altar,  and  {t)  offered  a  Sacrifice  ;  and  that  in  the 
Time  of  the  Maccabees,  when  the  Jews  v/ere  in  the  fame 
Cafe  as  now,  without  a  Temple,  and  without  an  Altar,  they 
here  («)  affemblcd  themfelves  together  j  for  Mizpah  ('as  the 
Author  of  that  Hiftory  tells  us)  was  the  Place  where  they  pray-' 
ed  aforetime  in  Ifrael i  v/e  cannot  but  think,  that  there  is  fome- 
thlng  of  Reality  in  the  Suppofition,  and  that  thefe  eighty 
pious  Mourners  were,  going  to  Mi'z.pah,  and  not  to  Jeriifa^ 
lem,  {x)  when  the  bloody  and  perfidious  Ifimael  circum- 
vented them. 

3.  Once  more  :  Whereas  it  is  faid,  (y)  that  the  PrieJIs 
and  Levites,  and  Elders  of  the  Fathers,  who  had  ittw  the 
firft  Temple,  wept,  when  the  Foundation  of  the  fecond 
was  laid,  tho'  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  latter  Temple  was  (z) 
40  Cubits  larger  than  the  former  ;  it  muit  be  remember'd, 
that  the  Reafon  of  their  weeping  was,  not  {o  much  becaufe 
it  was  like  to  prove  far  inferior  to  that  of  Solomon  as  to  its 
outward  Structure,  but  becaufe  it  was  to  want  thofe  extra- 
ordinary 

(r)  Calmet^s  Commentary  on  Jer.  xli.  5.  (j)  1  Samvii. 

5,  6.  (t)  Ibid.    ver.  g.  (u)    i  Maccab.    iii.    46. 

(*■)  Jer.  xli.  6.  (y)  Ezra.  iii.  12.  («)  Comptre £sr«  vi. 

3.  wi;h  I  Kings  vi.  ?o,  aad  2  Chron.  iii.  3. 
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A.  M.  ordinary  Marks  of  the  Divine  Favour,  wherewith  the  other 
34'7,  ^^'  Temple  was  honour'd.  The  fecond  Temple  was  built  up- 
587,  &c. '  on  the  fame  Foundations  with  the  firft  ;  and  therefore  the 
From  different  Meafures,  that  we  find  of  them  in  the  Books  of 
■^r  "  M ''n'"  Kings  and  Ezra^  are  to  be  underflood  in  Refpedl  of  the 
niei,  and  different  Diftances,  between  which  the  faid  Meafures  were 
from  Ezra  i.  taken.  The  twenty  Cubits  Breadth^  which  is  faid  of  Solo- 
^^  "•  mons  Temple,  was  from  the  Infide  of  the  Wall  on  the  one 

^^'^'^  Side,  to  the  Infide  of  the  Wall  on  the  other  ;  but  the  fixty 
Cubits  Breadth  of  that  to  be  built  by  Zerubbabel,  was  the 
Breadth  of  the  whole  Building,  from  the  Infide  of  the  outer 
Wall  of  it  on  the  one  Side,  to  the  Infide  of  the  outer  Wall 
on  the  other.  So  that  the  Difference  of  the  faid  twenty  Cu- 
bits Breadth,  and  of  the  faid  fixty  Cubits  Breadth,  is  no  more 
than  this  ;  — — —  That  the  one  is  meant  of  the  Temple 
ftridtly  fo  called  ;  the  other  of  the  Temple  and  its  appertain- 
ing Buildings.  Both  the  Temples  then,  without  all  Doubt, 
were  of  the  fame  Dimenfions ;  but  then  here  was  the  Diffe- 
rence, the  fad  Difference,  which  drew  Tears  from  the  Eyes 
of  the  Elder Sy  viz.  that,  in  all  Appearance,  there  were  lit- 
tle or  no  Hopes,  that  the  poor  Beginnings  of  the  latter 
Temple  would  ever  be  rais'd  to  the  Grandeur  and  Magnifi- 
cence of  the  former,  fince  the  one  had  been  built  by  the 
'  wifeft  and  richeft  King,  and  confl:antly  adorn'd  by  fome  one 
or  other  of  his  Pofl:erity ;  the  other  now  begun  by  a  fmall 
Company  of  Exiles,  juft  return'd  from  their  Captivity  j  the 
one  in  a  Time  of  profound  Peace,  and  the  greateft  Opulence, 
the  other  in  a  Time  of  common  Calamity  and  Diftrefs ;  the 
one  finifti'd  with  the  moft  coftly  Stones  and  Timberj  wrought 
with  exquifite  Art,  and  overlaid  with  vaft  Quantities  of  Gold, 
the  other  to  be  rais'd  out  of  no  better  Materials,  than  what 
could  be  duo;  from  the  ruinous  Foundation  of  the  old 
one.  But  the  Occafion  of  their  Grief  was  not  only 
this,  that  the  Materials  and  Ornaments  of  the  fecond  Tem- 
ple {a)  were  even  as  nothing,  in  Comparifon  of  the  firft  \ 
but  that  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  f,  and  the  Mercy- 
Seat  f  , 

{a)  Hagg.  ii.  3. 

f  This  was  a  ("mail  Chert,  or  Coffer,  three  Foot  nine  Inches 
in  Length,  two  Foot  three  Inches  in  Breadth,  and  two  Foot 
three  Inches  in  Height,  Exod.  xxv.  10,  22.  In  it  wereputthe 
two  Tables  of  the  Law,  the  broken  ones,  as  well  as  the  whole 
ones,  (fay  the  Rabbins)  and  nothing  elfe  was  put  therein,  when 
it  was  brought  into  Solomon's  Temple,  i  Kings  viii.  9:  but  in 

Procefs 
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feat  f ,  which   was   upon  it,  the    Ho/y   Fire  f   upon  the    A.  M. 

'Ant.  Chrif. 
5S-,  &c. 

Procefs  of  Time,  Aarons  Rod,  the  Pot  of  Manna,  and  the  ori-From  jer.xl. 
ginal  Volume  of  the  Law,  written  by  Mofes''s  own  Hand,  came 7-  to  xlv.  »l! 
to  be  hkewife  put  in  it,  Heb.  ix.  4.  The  J^^orhave  aTraditior,^?';^'"^'^^^'^'^  , 
which    Epiphanius  (in  Vita  yfr^/w.  Prophetas)  takes  Notice  of,(.j,'y_ 
that  yeremiah,  forefeeing  the  approaching  Ruin  of  the  Temple,  ,^yV'\J 
carry 'd  the  Jii  of  the  Covenant  into  a  Cave,  and  by  his  Prayers 
prevailed  that  it  might  be  funk,  and  fwallow'd  up,  in  the  Rock, 
fo  that  it  might  never  more  be  feen  ;  and  this,  tho'  a  Fidlion, 
is  defign'd  to  inform  us,  that,  in   the  Deflrudion  of  Jerufahm^ 
this  facred  Piece  of  Furniture  was  loft.     The  Jt^vi  indeed,  up- 
on  the  Building  of  the  fecond  Temple,  made  an  Ark,  of  the 
fame  Shape  and  Dimenfions  with  the  firft,  and  put  it  in  the  fame 
Place  J  but  it  had  none  of  its  Honours  and  Prerogatives  ;   no 
Tables  of  the  Law,  no  Aaron  ^  Rod,  no  Pot  of  Manna  in  it,  no 
Appearance  of  the  Divine  Glory  over  it,  no  Oracles  given  from 
it  ;  the  only  Ufe  that  was  made  of  it,  was,  to  be  a  Reprefaita- 
tive  of  the  former,  on  the  great  Day  of  Expiation,  and  to  be  a 
Repofitory  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  /   e.  of  the  original  Copy  of 
that  Colleciion  which  was  made  of  them    after  the  Captivity,  by 
Ezra,  and  the  Men  of  the  great  Synagogue.     Prideaux\  Con- 
nexion, Anno  535. 

f  This  was  the  Cover  of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant.  It  was  made 
of  folid  Gold,  and  at  the  two  Ends  of  it,  were  fixt  twoCherubims 
of  the  fame  Metal,  which,  by  their  Wings  extended  forwards, 
feem'd  to  form  a  Throne  for  the  Majcfty  of  God,  who,  in  Scrip- 
ture, is  reprefented  to  us  as  fitting  between  the  Cherubims,  and 
the  Ark  itfelf  was,  as  it  were,  his  Footftool.  The  Hebreixj 
Word  Caphoreth,  by  being  tranflated  Propitiatoiy,  fe.  ms  to  im- 
ply, that  from  thence  the  Lord  heard  the  Vows  and  Prayers  of 
his  People,  and  pardon'd  them  their  Sins;  and  by  its  being,  at 
other  Times,  tranflated  Oracle,  feems  farther  to  imply,  that 
from  thence  he  manifefted  his  Will  and  Pleafure,  and  gave  Re- 
fponfes  to  Mofes.     Calmet's  Diftionary,  under  the  Word. 

f  This  Fire  came  down  from  Heaven,  firft  upon  the  Altar 
in  the  Tabernacle,  at  the  Confecration  of  Aaron,  and  his  Sons, 
to  the  Priefthood,  Levit.  ix.  24.  and,  afrerwards  it  defcended 
a-new  upon  the  Altar  in  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  at  its  Confecra- 
tion, 2  Chron.  vii.  i.  and  there  it  was  conllantly  fed  and  main- 
tain'd  by  the  Priefts,  Day  and  Night,  in  the  fame  Manner,  as  it 
had  been  in  the  Tabernacle.  The  Jc'-ws  have  a  Tradition,  that 
yeremiah,  forefeeing  the  Deftruflion  of  the  Temple,  took  this 
Fire,  and  hid  it  in  a  Pit,  but  that,  at  the  Rebuilding  of  the 
Temple,  being  brought  again  from  thence,  it  reviv'd  upon  the 
Aitar ;  but  this  is  all  a  Firtion  :  For  the  Generality  of  them  al- 
low, that,  at  the  Dellruftion  of  the  Temple,  it  was  extinguifh- 

Vot.  IV.  F  f  ed ; 
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A.  M.     Altar,  the  Urim  and  Thummim  f,   the  Spirit  of  Prophecy 
34-1 7>^^'   -}-,  the  Shechlnah  f ,  or  Divine  Prefence,  the  five  greatThings, 
587' 6fc.     for  which  the  former  Temple  was  fo  renown'd,  were  loft 
From  Jer;    and  gonc,  and  never  to  be  recover'd  to  this  other. 
xi.i.ioxU.  This 


all  Daniel, 
and  from 
Ezra  !.  to  v. 


ed  ;  and,  in  the  Time  of  the  fecond  Temple,  nothing  was  made 
ufe  of,  for  all  their  Burnt- Offerings,  but  common  Fire  only. 
Pri^eaux's  Connedlion. 

f  Whether  the  Urim  and  Thummim  lay  in  the  High-Prieft's 
Breaji-Plate  itfelf,  or    only   in  the  Clearnefs  and  Perfedion  of 
thofe  Oracular  Anfwers,  which  he  receiv'd  from  God,  when  he 
went  to  confult  him  upon  any  important  Matter,  fo  it  was,  that 
having  put  on  all  his  pontifical  Robes,  and  prefented  himfelf  in 
the  Sandluary,  before  the  Holy  of  Holies,  he  knew,  by   one 
Means  or  other,  moft  probably  by  an  audibleVoice  from  the  Mercy - 
Seat,  (which  was  within  behind  the  Veil)  what  the  Divine  Plea- 
fure  was  concerning  the  Affair,  wherein  he  came  to  confult  him. 
This  was  a  fingular  Privilege  vouchfafed  to  the  "Jeavs,  but  it 
does  not  appear,  from  the  facred  Hiftory,  that  there  are  any 
Footfteps  of  confulting  the  Lord  in  this  Manner  after  the  Build- 
ing of  Solomotih  Temple  to  the  Time  of  its  Deftrudlion  ;  and, 
after  its  Deftrudlion,  all  are  agreed,  that  this  was  never  reftor'd  j 
fo  that  there  feems  to  be  fome  Reafon  for  that  Maxifn  among  the 
yenvs,  viz.  that  the  holy  Spirit  fpake  to  the  Children  of  I/rael, 
during  the  Tabernacle,  by  Urim  and  Thummim  ;  under  the  firft 
Temple,  by  the  Prophets ;  and  under  the  fecond  by  Bath -col, 
or  a  Voice  fent  from  Heaven,  fuch  as  was  heard  at  the  Baptifm 
tijefus  Chrifl,  and  at  his  Transfiguration.     Patrick' &  Commen- 
tary, and  Calmet's  Didlionary. 

•f-  This,  it  muft  be  own'd,  was  not  wholly  withdrawn 
from  the  Jen^ijh  Church,  in  the  Time  of  the  fecond  Temple. 
The  Prophets  Haggai,  Zachariah,  and  Malachi  liv'd  in  this 
Time,  and  prophefy'd  ;  but,  after  their  Death,  (which  the  Rah- 
lir.s  fay  happen'd  in  one  Year)  the  prophetick  Spirit  wholly  ceas'd 
from  among  the  Jenvs.     Prideaux'%  Connexion. 

f  The  Shechinah  was  a  fenfible  Token  of  God's  Prefence  a- 
mong  the  Jeivs,  which  confifted  of  a  'vifihle  Cloud,  reftingover 
the  Mircy-Seat,  or  Cover  of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant ,  juft  above 
the  two  Cherubims,  that  overfhadow'd  it,  Le'v.  xvi,  2.  It  there 
Jirft  appear'd,  when  Mofes  confecrated  the  Tabernacle,  and  after- 
ward:, at  the  Confecration  of  the  Temple  of  ^e/c/^/ow,  was  tranfla- 
tcd  thither;  (Vide Vol. ;II, P.  437.)  and  there  continu'd, in  the  fame 
vifible  Manner,  while  the  Ark  was  in  its  proper  Place,  either  in 
the  Tabernacle,  or  Temple,  (but  not  while  it  was  in  Movement, 
as  it  often  was  during  the  Time  of  the  Tabernacle)  'till  the  .5a- 
bylonians  dellroy'd  the  Temple,  after  which  it  never  appcar'4 
more.    fr/W!f«»,¥'s  Connexion. 
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This  was  a  juft  Mattel'  of  Lamentation  to  thofe,  that    A.  m. 
had  {ttvs.  thefe  fingular  Tokens  of  the  Divine  Favour  in  the  ^^l^'^^^l 
former  Temple,  and  a  Difcouragement  of  their  Proceeding   587^  ^'. 
with  the  Building  of  the  prefent  j  and  therefore  the  Prophet  From  jer. 
Haggai  was  fent  to  inform  them,  that  all  thefe  Wants  and  j|j  J'^^^gf ''* 
Defe6ls  fhould  be  abundantly  repair'd  by  the  Coming  of  thcand  from  * 
Mejfiah^  the  true  Shechinah  of  the  Divine  Majefty,  in  the  Ez'a  i.  to  v. 
Time  of  the  fecond  Temple  :  {b)  I  will  Jhake  all  Nations ,  V^^TN^ 
and  the  Dejire  of  all  Nations  Jhall  come,  and  I  will  fill  this 
Houfe  with   Glory  ',  the  Glory  of  this  latter  Houfe  /hall  be 
greater  than  of  the  former,  faith  the  Lord  of  Hojis, 


DISSERTATION  I. 

Of  the  Pride  and  Funijhment  it/ Nebuchadnezzar. 

WHOEVER  looks  back  upon  the  Aaions  of  Nebu-  J^;^ -f  p^-§,* 
chadne7.7.ar,  will  eafily  perceive,  that  he  was  a  great 
and  fuccefsful  Warrior  ;  that,  during  {c)  his  Father's  Life- 
time, and  while  he  commanded  the  Army  as  General  under 
him,  he  drove  the  Egyptians  (the  only  Nation  that  pretend- 
ed, at  this  Time,  to  rival  the  Babyloni/h  Monarchy)  out  o£ 
Syria  and  Palejiine,  took  Jerufalemi  and  carry'd  away  the 
People  Captive  j  and  that,  upon  his  own  Acceflion  to  the 
Throne,  he  overcame  the  Phoenicians  and  Tyrians,  over-ran 
all  Egypt,  and  made  it  tributary,  and  return'd  home  in  Tri- 
umph loaded  with  rich  Spoils.  The  Scripture  however  does 
not  impute  the  Occafion  of  his  Pride  to  the  Number  of  his 
Conquefts,  or  the  Extent  of  his  Dominions,  but  to  the  State 
and  Magnificence  of  his  Royal  City,  in  which  (as  it  were 
at  one  View)  he  faw  all  the  Fruits  of  his  martial  Toil,  all 
the  Spoils  of  his  many  Victories,  and  all  the  Revenues  of  hia 
vaft  Empire  compriz'd,  and  difplay'd  in  their  utmofl  Splen- 
dor. For  while  he  was  walking  upon  his  Palace  at  Babylon, 
very  probably  in  his  Hanging-Gardens,  and  in  the  uppermoft 
Terrafs  of  them,  from  whence  he  might  have  a  fuil  Profpedt 
of  the  whole  City,  (d)  Is  not  this  Great  Babylon,  (faid  he 
to  himfelf  j  which  I  have  built  for  the  Houfe  of  the  Kingdom^ 
by  the  Might  of  my  Power,  and  for  the  Honour  of  my  Mu' 
jejiy  F 

F  f  2  BABYLON 

{b)  Hagg.  ii.  7,  g.        (c)  Vid.  Prideaux'&  Connection,  Vol, 
I.  p.  62;  65,  66;  and  92.  (</]  Dan.  iv.  50. 
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A.  M.  BABYLON  was  one  of  the  moft  antient   Cities  of 

An^cSft  *^^  World.     It  was  founded  by  Nimrod,  not  long  after  the 

587,  &c, '  Building  of  the  famous  Tower  of  Babel,  and  was  enlarged. 

From  Jer.     and  beautified  by  Semiramis  ;  but  Nebuchadnezzar  was  the 

all  Da^^ef  ^  Perfon,  who  put  the  finiftiing  Hand  to  it,  to  make  it  one 

and  from '    of  <^he  great  Wonders  of  the  World  :  And  therefore  it  may 

Ezra  i.  to  v.  not  be  amifs,  to  take  a  ftiort  Survey  of  the  Works,  that  are 

^-^"V""*^  generally  afcrib'd  to  him,  in  order  to  fee  what  Grounds  he 

might  have  for  this  arrogant  Vaunt. 

.       I.  The  whole  City,  which  flood  on  a  large  Flat,  con- 

on  ofthJ'ci'-  fifte'^  properly  of  two  Parts,  which  were  divided  by  the  Ri- 

ty,andiVaih\tx  Euphrates.     That  Part  of  it,  which  was  on  the  Eajl 

©/"Babylon.   Side  of  the  River,  was  the  old  City  j  the  other,  on  the  Wejl 

Side,  was  added  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  the  whole  was  a 

Square  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  Furlongs,  or  fifteen  Miles 

every  Way,  which  made  the  whole  Circumference  of  it  to 

be  four  hundred  and  eighty  Furlongs,  or  exactly  threefcore 

Miles.     Its  Walls,  which  were  in  Thicknefs  87  Feet  f,  in 

Height  350  Feet,  and   in  Compafs  480  Furlongs,  were  all 

built  of  large  Bricks,  cemented  together  with  Bitumen,  a 

glutinous  Slime,  which,  ifluing  out  of  the  Earth  in  that 

Country,  binds  ftronger  and  firmer  than  Lime,  and,  in  a 

fhort  Time,  grows  harder  than  the  very  Brick  and  Stone, 

which  it  cements. 

The  City  was  encompafs'd,  without  the  Walls,  with  a 
vaft  Ditch,  filled  with  Water,  and  lin'd  with  Bricks  on  both 
Sides,  after  the  Manner  of  a  Counterfcarp  ;  and,  as  the 
Earth,  which  was  dug  out  of  it,  made  the  Bricks,  where- 
with the  Walls  were  built,  we  may  judge  of  the  Depth, 
and  Largenefs,  of  the  Ditch,  from  the  vaft  Height  and  Thick- 
,  nefs  of  the  Walls.  In  the  whole  Compafs  of  the  Wall,  there 
were  an  hundred  Gates,  i.  e.  five  and  twenty  on  each  of  the 
four  Sides,  all  made  of  folid  Brafs  ;  and,  between  every  two 
of  thefe  Gates,  at  proper  Diftances,  were  three  Towers.  /'.  e. 
At  the  four  Corners  of  this  great  Square,  there  were  four 

Towers 

•f-  Some  Authors  indeed  will  have  them  to  have  been  no  more 
than  50  Cubits ;  but  then  they  fpeak  of  them  only  as  they  were, 
after  the  Time  of  Darius  Hyjlu/pei  :  For  the  Babylonians  having 
revolted  from  him,  and,  in  Confidence  of  their  ftrong  Walls, 
flood  out  againft  him  in  a  long  Siege  ;  after  he  had  taken  the 
Place,  (in  order  to  prevent  their  Rebellion  for  the  future)  he 
took  away  their  Gates,  and  beat  down  their  Walls  to  the  Height 
above-rnention'd,  and  beyond  this  they  were  never  after  rais't^. 
Pndeaux'i^QViiiQ^iQW,  Anno  570, 


Chap.  I.       from  the  Babylonifh  Captivity^  &€.  455 

Towers  f  between  each  of  thefe  Corners,  and  the  next  Gate  A.  m,  , 
on  either  Side  three  Towers ;  and  every  one  of  thefe  Tow-  ^n^'ch^dii 
ers  was  ten  Foot  higher  than  the  Walls.  ^g^'  ^''  ' 

Answering  to  every  one  of  thefe  Gates,  there  was  aF>*f"  Jer- 
Street  which  led  from  Gate  to  Gate ;  fo  that  there  were  ^Jj  dI°j''|^* 
fifty  in  all,  each  fifteen  Miles  long  ;  whereof  25  going  one  and  from ' 
Way,  and  25  anotlier,  they  crofs'd  each  other  at  right  An-  Ezra  i,  to  v. 
gles,  and  fo  cut  the  whole  City  out  into  676  Squares,  each  ^-'""V'NJ 
of  which  was  four  Furlongs  and  an  half  on  every  Side,  /.  e. 
two  Miles  and  a  Quarter  in  Compafs ;  and  round  thefe,  on 
every  Side  towards  the  Streets,  flood  the  Houfes,  all  built 
three  or  four  Stories  high,  with  Fronts  adorn'd  with  all  Man- 
ner of  Embellifhments,  and  with  Yards,  and  Gardens  thrown 
backwards.     Befides  thefe,  there  were  four  other  Streets, 
built  only  on  one  Side,  becaufe  they  had  the  Wall  on  the 
other,  which  went  round  the  four  Sides  of  the  City,  and 
were  all  of  them  tv/o  hundred  Foot  broad,  tho'   the    other 
Streets  were  but  an  hundred  and  fift^. 

Quite  crofs  the  City  ran  a  Branch  of  the  River  Eu- 
phrates,  which  enter'd  in  on  the  Norths  and  went  out  on  the 
Souths  Side ;  and  over  it  in  the  very  Middle  of  the  City,  was 
a  Bridge  of  a  Furlong  in  Length,  and  thirty  Feet  in  Breadth, 
built  with  wonderful  Art,  to  fupply  the  Defe6l  of  a  Founda- 
tion in  the  Bottom  of  the  River,  which  was  all  fandy.  By 
this  Bridge  a  Communication  was  kept  up  between  the  two 
Parts  of  the  City;  and  at  the  two  Extremities  of  it,  ftood 
two  Palaces,  the  old  one  on  the  Eaji^  and  new  one  on  the  IFeJi 
Side  of  the  River.  Tho.  former  of  thefe  took  up  four  of  the 
Squares  above-mention'd,  the  other,  nine ;  and  theTemple  of 
Belus,  which  ftood  near  the  old  Palace,  took  up  another. 

2.  The  Temple  of  Belus,  which  was  one  of  the  moftc)/'^^  '''^«r 
wonderful  Works  in  the  World,  was  a  Square  of  a  Furlong^^"-^^^^"'* 
on  each  Side,  I.e.  half  a  Mile  in  the  whole  Compafs ;  and 
confifted  of  eight  Towers  (or  what  feem'd    like  Towers) 
built  one  above  another.     Herodotus  tells  us,  that  the  Way 
F  f  3  to 

■f-  This  is  to  be  underftood  only  of  thofe  Parts  of  the  Walls, 
where  there  was  need  of  Towers ;  for  feme  Parts  of  them,  ly- 
ing againft  MoraJ/es  always  full  of  Water,  where  they  could  not 
be  approach'd  by  any  Enemy,  had  no  need  of  any  Towers  at 
all  for  their  Defence,  and  therefore  in  them  there  were  none 
built:  For,  whereas  the  whole  Number  of  them  amounted  to 
no  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty,  had  the  fame  uniform  Or- 
der been  obferv'din  their  Difpofition  all  round,  there  muflhave 
been  many  more.     Pri((eaux's  Connexion,  Anno  570. 
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A.  M.    to  go  up  it  was  by  Stairs,  on  the  Outfide  round  it ;  from 
3417,  ^C'  whence  it  feems  moft  likely,  that  the  whole  Afcent  to  it  was 
"g'    ^c\  by  the  Benching-in,  drawn   in  a   floping  Line,  from  the 
From  Jer.    Bottom  to  the  Top  eight  Times  round   it,  and    that  this 
»•  7- to xlv.  j^^jg  the  Appearance  of  eight  Towers  one  above  another. 
\ni  from'    The  eight  I'owers  (as  they  are  called)  being  like   fo  many 
Ezra  j.  to  V.  Stories,  were  each  of  them  f  feventy  five  Foot  high,  and  in 
w^'Y^  them  were  many  great  Rooms,  with   arch'd  Roofs,  fup- 
ported  with  Pillars,  which,  after  that  the  Place  was  con- 
fecrated  to  an  idolatrous  Ufe,  were  all  made  Parts  of  the 
Temple  :     But  the  moft  yiz^r^^  Part  of  all,  and  where  the 
chiefeft  Devotions  were  perform'd,  was  the  uppermoji  Story, 
over  which  (on  the  Top  of  the  Tower  j  was  an  Obferva- 
iory^  by  the  Benefit  of  which  the  Babylonians  advanc'd  their 
Knowledge  in  Aftronomy  beyond  *  all  other  Nations. 

This 

f  Some,  following  the  Miftake  of  the  Latin  Verfion  of  Hero- 
dotus, wherein  the  loweft  of  thefe  Towers  is  faid  to  be  a  Furlong 
thick,  and  a  Furlong  high,  will  have  each  of  thefe  Towers  to  be 
a  Furlong  high,  which,  amounting  to  a  Mile  in  the  Whole,  is 
enough  to  Ihock  any  one's  Belief.  But  the  Greek  of  Herodotus^ 
which  is  the  authentick  Text  of  that  Hiftorian,  fays  no  fuch 
Thing,  but  only  that  it  was  a  Furlong  long,  and  a  Furlong 
broad,  without  mentioning  any  Thing  of  its  Height  at  all.  And 
therefore  Straho,  in  his  Defcription  of  it,  calling  it  a  Pyramid, 
becaufe  of  its  decreafmg  and  benching-in  at  every  Tower,  fays 
of  the  whole,  that  it  was  a  Furlong  high,  and  a  Furlong  on 
every  Side,  which,  without  any  farther  Addition,  makes  it  ex- 
ceed the  greateft  of  the  Pyramids  oi  Egypt,  I  mean  for  its  Height. 
For,  whereas  the  Height  of  the  talleft  Pyramid  was  no  more 
than  481  Feet,  that  of  the  Temple  of  Belus  was  600,  /.  e.  high- 
er by  I  ig  Feet,  which  is  one  quarter  of  the  whole.  Vrideaux'i 
Conneflion,  Anno  570. 

*  The  Babylonians  made  great  Boafts  of  the  Antiquity  of 
their  Knowledge  in  this  Kind  of  Learning.  They  reckon'd 
four  hundred  feventy  three  thoufand  Years,  from  the  Ob/erva- 
tions  of  their  firft  AJlrologers,  to  the  Arrival  of  Alexander  the 
Great  :  But  Arifiotle,  who  was  curious  in  enquiring  into  the 
Truth  of  what  was  related  of  thefe  Obfervations,  defir'd  of  Ca- 
lifihcnes,  his  Scholar,  who  accompany'd  Alexander  to  Babylon^ 
to.  fend  him  the  moft  certain  and  exadl  Account,  that  he  could 
gather  of  this  Matter  ;  and  accordingly,  he  fent  him  AJironomi- 
cal  Obfervations,  that  had  been  made  for  one  Thoufand  nine 
Hundred  and  three  Years,  which  came  within  an  Hundred  and 
•fifteen  Years  of  the  Flood,  or  fifteen  after  the  Tower  of  Babel 
was  built,  but  fell  infinitely  fhort  of  their  other  monllrous  Com- 
^  putation. 
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This  Tower,  and   the  feveral  Rooms  in  it,  were  all    A.  m. 
that  was  called  the  Temple  of  Belus,  until  Nebuchadne%%ar'^^^^'^'.- 
enlarg'd  it  with  vaft  Buildings,  which   were  erefled   in  a  1%)^  J^.  * 
Square  of  two  Furlongs  on  every  Side,  or  a  Mile  in  Circum-  From  jer. 
ference.     On  the  Outfide  of  thefe  was  a  Wall  enclofing  the  ^|j"  Danj"^/^* 
whole,  in  which  were  feveral  Gates  leading  to  the  Temple,  and  from  ' 
all  made  of  folid  Brafs,  very  probably  from  the  brazen  Sea,  Ezra  i.  to  v, 
the  brazen  Pillars,  and  the  other  brazen  Veffels,  which,  (e)  --OTX^ 
from  the  Temple  oijerufalem,  were  carry'd  to  Babylon. 

This  Temple  flood  till  the  Time  of  Xerxes :  But  he, 
on  his  Return  from  the  Grecian  Expedition,  having  firft 
plunder'd  it  of  its  immenfe  Riches,  among  which  were  fe- 
veral Images  or  Statues  of  majjy  Gold,  demolifti'd  the  whole 
of  it,  and  laid  it  all  in  Ruins.  Alexander,  upon  his  Return 
to  Babylon  from  his  Indian  Expedition,  propos'd  to  have 
rebuilt  it,  and,  to  that  Purpofe,  fet  ten  thoufand  Men  on 
work  to  clear  away  the  Rubbifh  :  But  his  Death,  in  a 
fhort  Time  after,  put  an  End  to  all  further  Proceedings  in 
that  Defign,  and  (as  modern  Travellers  afllire  us)  the 
Knowledge  of  the  very  Place,  where  it  once  flood,  is  at 
this  Time  loft. 

3.  Near  to  this  Temple,  on  the  Eaji  Side  of  the  River,  "The  Palacfn 
as  we  faid,  flood  the  old  Palace  of  the  Kings  oi  Babylon,  ".f  ^"^^^ 
four  Miles  in  Circumference ;  and  exadlly  over-againft   it,  df„;^ 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  River,  was  the  new  Palace,  built 
by  Nebuchadnezzar,  eight  Miles  in  Compafs,  and  furround- 
ed  with  three  Walls  one  within  another.  But  the  mofl  won- 
derful Things  belonging  to  it  were  the  Hanging-Gardens ^ 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  made  in  Complaifance  to  his  Wife 
Amylis,  Daughter  of  Jjlyages,  King  of  Media  :     For  fhe, 
retaining  a    ftrong  Inclination  for  the  Mountains  and  Fo- 
refls  of  her  own  Country,  defir'd  to  have  fomething  like  it 
in  Babylon,  and  therefore,    to  gratify  her,  he   ere<Sled  this 
monjlrous  Work  of  Vanity. 

These  Gardens  contain'd  a  Space  of  four  hundred  Feet 
fquare,  and  were  carry'd  up  aloft  into  the  Air,  in  the  Man- 
ner of  feveral  large  Terrafles,  one  above  another,  until  the 
higheft  of  them  came  up  to  the  Height  of  the  Walls  of  the 

F  f  4  City, 

putation,  tho'  this  of  Calijihenes  feems  to  be  a  little  enlarg'd  ; 
becaufe,  according  to  our  Chronology,  we  reckon  no  more  than 
eighteen  Hundred  Years  from  Nntirod,  and  the  Tower  of  Babel, 
to  the  Reign  of  Alexander  at  Babylon.  Calmet^s  Didionary, 
under  the  Word  Babylon. 

(e)  Dan.  i.  2.     2  Chron.  xxxvi.  7- 
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A.  M.  City,  that  is  to  fay,  was  three  hundred  and  fifty  Feet  high. 
A '^'cf-T  '^^^  Afccnt  was  from  Terrafs  to  Terrafs,  by  Stairs  ten  Foot 

587,  &c'.  wide,  and  the  whole  Pile  was  fuftain'd  by  vaft  Arches  biylt 
From  Jer.  upon  Arches,  one  above  another,  and  ftrengthen'd  by  a 
*'•  "i: '°.  ^}''-  Wall,  furroundine  it  on  every  Side,  of  two  and  twenty  Feet 

all  Daniel,     .      t^,  .    ,        -  "  •'  '  •' 

and  from       ^  Thickncfs. 

Ezra  i.  to  v.     On   the  Top  of  the  Arches,  were  firft  laid    large  flat 
C/nrXir  Stones,  fixteen  Feet  long,  and  four  broad  ;  over  them  was 
a  Layer  of  Reed,  mix'd  with  a  great  Quantity  of  Bitumen  ; 
over  this  were  two  Rows  oi  Brick,  clofely  cemented  toge- 
ther by  Plaifter ;  over  thefc  were  laid  thick  Sheets  of  Lead, 
and  all  this  to  keep  the  Moifture  of  the  Mould  from  draining 
away ;  and  then,   laftly,  upon  this  Lead,  was  laid  fuch  a 
large  Quantity  of  Earth  heap'd  together,  as  afforded  Depth 
enough  for  the  largefl  Trees  to  take  root  in  it.     For,  in  this 
Garden  there  was  every  Thing  that  could  citiier  delight  the 
Eye,  or  gratify  the  Curiofity,  beautiful    and  large  Trees, 
Flowers,  Plants,  and  Shrubs  ;   and,    to  keep   every  Thing 
verdant  and  gay,  in  the  upper  Terrafs,  there  was  an  j^que- 
duii^  or  Engine,  which  drew  up  Water  out  of  the  River, 
into  a  Kind  of  a  Refervoir  above,  and,  from  thence,  water'd 
the  whole  Garden. 
^hcBanhof     4.  The  River  indeed,  at   a  certain  Seafon  of  the  Year, 
ibt,  Rk;cr.    ^z^;.  in  t}^e  Months  of  June,  July,  and  Juguji,  by  the  Sun'-s 
melting  the  Snow  in  the  Mountains  of  Jrmenia,  us'd  to  over- 
flow its  Banks,  (in  the  fame  Manner,  as  the  Ni/e  in  Egypt 
does)  to  the  great  Damage  of  the   City  and  Country   of 
Babylon ;  and  therefore,  to   prevent  this  Inconvenience  for 
the  future,  Nebucbadmz-zar  had  two  artificial  Canals  cut, 
on  the  Eaji  Side  of  the  Euphrates,  in  order  to  carry  off  the 
fuperfluous  Water  into  the  Tygris.     One   of  thei'e  Canals 
dil'charg'd   itfclf  near  Scleucia,  and    the  other  over-againft 
Jparnia  :     And,  for  the  farther  Security   of  the  Country, 
from  the  Head  of  thefe  Canals,  down  to  the  City,  and  fome 
Way  lower,  he  made  vaft  Banks  of  Brick  and  Bitumen  ;  but 
the  moft  wonderful  Part  of  the  W^ork  was  within  the  City. 

There,  on  each  Side  of  the  Euphrates,  he  built,  from 
the  very  Bottom  of  tlie  Channel,  a  great  Wall,  of  the  fame 
Thicknefs  with  the  Walls  of  the  City,  i.  e.  eighty  feven 
Foot  thick,  and  of  an  hundred  and  fixty  Furlongs  (which 
are  f  twenty  Miles  of  our  Meafure)  in  Length  j  and  oyer- 
■        ■  '       '  againfl: 

f  And  therefore  this  Work  muft  have  begun  two  Miles  and 
an  half  above  the  City,  and  continu'd  two  Miles   and  an  ha^f 

below 
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againft  every  Street,  that  crofs'^i    the  River,  he  made,   on    A.  m. 
.each  Side,  a  brazen  Gate   in  the  Wall,  and  Stairs   ^^^^'^^Z^amcS\( 
down  to  the  River,  from  u'hcnce  the   Inhabitants  us'd  to   587^  ^^.j 
pafs  by  Boat  from  one  Part  of  the  City  to  the  other.  F'oni  jer. 

5.  ir  was  ncceflary  how^ever,  that  while  this  Work  was"!:  ^" '"  '['^* 
carrying  on,  the  Stream   (hould  be   diverted    fome    other  and uom  ' 
Way  ;  and  therefore,  to  this  Purpofe,  he  had  a  vaft  artiji-  Ezra  i,  to  v. 
cial  Lake,  made  to  the  IVeJi  of  Babylon,  whitch,  according     ''~'>''"\^ 
to  the  loweft  Computation,  was  forty  Miles  Square,  ^'^<i  ^n  tifida/lake, 
hundred  and  fixty  in  Compafs ;  and,  being  of  a  proportion- 
able Depth,  was  able  to  contain  all  the  Water,    until  the 
Work  was  finifh'd.     When  this  was  done,  the  River  was 
Xeturn'd  to  its  former  Channel ;  but  the  Lake,  and  the  Ca- 
ral,  which  led  to  it,  was  fiill  preferv'd,  becaufe  they  were 
found  of  Ufe,  not  only  to  prevent  the  Danger  of  all  Over- 
flowings of  the  River,  but   to  keep  Water   likewife  all  the 
Year  round,  as  in  a  common  Refervatory,    which  might  be 
Jet  out  upon  proper  Occafions,  by  Sluices,  for  the  Improve- 
ment and  fertilizing  of  the  Ground. 

The  scare  fome  of  the  vaft  Works,  f  which  the  Qer\Q- The  Nature 
rality  of  Hifton'ans  afcribe    to    Nebuchadnezzar,  and,  upon"-{^^^"'  , 

,      {j.  ,  /-,  ,     .  r      1  •   1      1  r  chadnezzar  i 

the  View  and  Contemplation  or  which,  he  grew  lo  arrogant cv^w^,  and 
and  elated,  as  to  think  himfelf  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  God  'jbe  Fitncfs 
For,    Is  not  this  great  Babylon,    which  I  have  built  for  tf^ef;a,lJ,l^' 
Honour  of  wy  Majejiy?  fays  he  of  himfelf;  (f)  and.   Who  ' 

is  God  but  Nebuchadnezzar  ?  fay  his  Sycophants  concern- 
ing him.  The  Truth  is,  if  we  will  credit  the  Account,  in 
the  Book  of  "Judith^  relating  to  this  Prince,  he  was,  in  his 
Temper,  a  profefs'd  AtheiJ} ;  The  Senfe  of  his  Succefs  in 
Life,  and  of  the  wonderful  Works  which  he  had  atchiev'd, 
both  in  a  civil  and  military  Capacity,  had  fo  intoxicated  his 
Reafon,  as  to  make  him  become  Fool  enough,  to  fay  in  his 
Heart  there  was  no  other  God,  but  himfelf;  for  this  is  the 
avow'd  Purpofe  of  his  fending  his  Armies  under  the  General 

HoloferneSy 

below  it,  becaufe  the  City  throughout  was  no  more  than  fifteen 
Miles.     Prideaux'i  Connexion,  Anno  qyo, 

■f-  Berojius,  Megafihenes,  and  Ab-idenus  attribute  all  thefe 
Works  to  Nebuchadnezzar  ;  but  Herodotus  tells  us,  that  th^ 
Bridge,  the  River-banks,  and  the  Lake  were  the  Work  of  Nt- 
tocris,  his  Daughter  in  Law,  who  might  poffibly  finifh  what  he, 
at  his  Death,  left  incomplete,  and,  upon  that  Account,  receive 
from  this  Hiftorian  the  Honour  of  the  Whole. 

^/;  Judith  vi.  2. 
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A.  M,     Holof ernes ^    {g)   That  all  Nations  Jhould  worjlnp  him  only^ 

llVc^if   ^"^  *^^*  ^^^  ''Tongues  and  Tribes  Jhould  call  upon  him  as  God. 

587,  &c'.       Fit  therefore  it  was,  that  fuch  impious  Pride  fhould  be 

Fiomjer.xl.abas'd,  and  that   he,  who   fet   himfclf  above    the  Rank  of 

Dallef^'and' ^^"'  upon  a  Levcl  with  God,  nay,  in  an  Elevation  fupe- 

fiomEzra  i.Hor  to  God,  fhould  be  made  fenfible  of  his  dependent  State, 

«o  V.  and  taught  Humility,  and  Self-annihilation,  by  being  degrad- 

sy^/'^  ed  to  the  Condition  of  a  Brute.     He  had /aid  in  his  Hearty 

(for  of  him  is  that  Prophecy  in  Ifaiah)  (h)  I  will  afcend 

into  Heaven^  I  will  exalt  my  Throne  above  the  Stars  of  God ; 

. /  will  afcend  above  the  Heights  of  the  Clouds^  I  will 

be  like  the  Moji  High.  ■  But  how  art  thou  fallen  from 

Heaven,  O  Lucifer,  Son  of  the  Morning  F  How  art  thou 
cut  down  to  the  Ground,  who  didji  weaken  the  Nations  ? 
— —  They,  that  fee  thee,  Jhall  narrowly  look  upon  thee,  and 
confider  thee,  faying.  Is  this  the  Man,  that  made  the  Earth 
to  tremble,  that  did  Jhake  all  Kingdoms,  that  made  the  World 
as  a  Wildernefs,  and  deflroyd  the  Cities  thereof?  And  well 
they  might,  when  they  faw  {i')  him  dwelling  with  the  Bea/is 
of  the  Field,  eating  Grafs,  like  Oxen,  and  wet  with  the  Dew 
of  Heaven,  with  his  Hair  grown  like  Eagles  Feathers,  and 
his  Nails  like  the  Claws  of  Birds.  But  then  the  Queftion 
is,  what  the  proper  Senfe  of  thefe  Words  is  ?  Or,  (what  is 
the  fame  Thing)  of  what  Kind  this  Divine  Inflidion  upon 
the  King  of  Babylon  was  ? 
Different  0.  Q  R IG  E  N  {k)  who  was  for  refolving  every  Thing, 
finions  CO!.-  ^^^^  j^g  could  not  comprehend  in  Scripture,  into  Allegory, 
firmngi .  ^^^  ^^  Opinion,  that,  under  the  Name  of  Nebuchadne%xar, 
Daniel  intended  to  give  us  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Fall  of 
Lucifer,  being  probably  led  to  think  fo  by  the  above-cited 
Paflage  in  the  Prophet  Ifaiah.  But  the  Account  of  the 
Punifhment,  which  befel  this  Prince,  is  fo  often  inculcated 
in  the  fame  Chapter  ;  foretold  in  the  Dream,  explain'd  by 
the  Prophet ;  repeated  by  the  Voice  from  Heaven ;  and  all 
this  publifh'd  in  a  folemn  Declaration  by  the  King  himfelf 
after  the  Recovery  of  his  Senfes,  that  there  is  no  Manner  of 
Grounds  to  think  of  any  Figure,  or  Allegory,  in  this  Piece 
of  Hiftory. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S  real  Metamorphofts  into 
an  Ox,  both  as  to  his  outward  and  inward  Form,  is  a  No- 
tion too  grofs  for  any  but  the  Vulgar,    who   may  be  taken 

perhaps 

(g)  Ibid.  iii.  8.  (h)  Ifai.  xlv.  I  3.  ^fff .  (i)  Dan. 

iv.  32,  33.  (k)  Calmet\  Differt.   fur  la  Metamorphofe, 
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perhaps  with  fuch  Fiiftions  of  the  Poets ;  and  what  we  have     A.  m. 
no  Need  to  recur  to    (thereby  to  multiply  Miracles  to  no  im^'cSft. 
Purpofe)  from  any  Words  in  the  Text,  which   will  fairly    587,  &c.' 
admit  of  another  Interpretation.  From  jer. 

The  Metempfychofis  of  an  Ox's  Soul   into  Nebuchad-  aiiDanl^r^^' 
tiezzar's  Body,  thereby  to  communicate  the  fame  Motions,  and  from' 
Tafte,  and  Inclinations,   that  are  obfervable  in  that  Animal,  Ezra  i,  to  r. 
is  a  Notion  unknown  to  all  Antiquity  ;  for,  according  to  ^^"w^^ 
the  DoiStrine  of  Pythagoras,    fuch   a  Tranfmigration  was 
never  made,    until  the  Body  was  a£lually  dead ;  befides  the 
manifeft  Incongruity  of  fuppofing  two  Souls,  a  rational  and 
a  brutal,   animating  the  fame  Prince,    or  the  Prince's  Soul 
departed  from  him,  and  become  the  Subjlitute  to  a  Brute. 

A  Fascination^  both  in  the  "Ey^s  oi Nebuchadnezzar' & 
Subjects,  and  in  his  own  Fancy  and  Imagination,  which 
might  make  them  both  believe,  that  he  was  really  chang'd 
into  an  Ox,  and  had  the  Figure  of  one,  is  a  Notion  every 
whit  as  liable  to  Exception.  For,  befides  that  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive,  how  a  Deception  of  this  Kind  could  abide  upon 
a  whole  Nation  for  the  Space  of  feven  Years,  the  Scripture 
takes  notice  of  no  evil  Spirit  in  this  whole  Tranfa£lion,  but 
imputes  all  to  the  fole  Power  of  God,  who  can  humble  the 
Proud,  and  chaftife  the  Wicked,  as  he  pleafes. 

The  moft  general  therefore,  and  moft  probable.  Opinion '^^^  "•'"» 
is — >— That  Nebuchadnezzar,  by  the  Judgment  of  Go6,°".f^l"^,j' 
was  punifh'd  with  Madnefs,   which  fo  diforder'd  his  Imagi-  opinion. 
nation,  that  he  fancy'd  himfelf  a  Beaft,  and  was  prompted  to 
a£t  like  one. 

There  is  aDiftemper  (not  a  very  common  one  indeed, 
but  what  has  befallen  feveral)  which  Naturalijh  and  Phy- 
Jicians  call  Lycanthropy  *,  when,  by  the  Power  of  a  de- 
prav'd  Imagination,  and  a  diftemper'd  Brain,  a  Man  really 
thinks,  that  he  is  a  Wolf,  an  Ox,  a  Dog,  or  the  like,  and 
accordingly,  in  his  Inclinations,  R'lotions,  and  Behaviour, 
cannot  forbear  imitating   the  particular  Creature,   which  he 

fancies 

*  Such  was  theDiftemper  of  Lycaon,  King  oi  Arcadia^  which 
O'vid  has  defcrib'd,  as  if  he  had  been  turn'd  into  a  Wolf. 
Territus  ipfe  fugit,  naftufque  filentia  ruris 
Exululat,  fruftraque  loqui  conatur  :  ab  ipfo 
Colligit  03  rabiem,  folitzeque  cupidine  csedis 
Vertitur  in  pecudes  ;  &  nunc  quoque  fanguine  gaudet. 
In  villos  abeunt  veftes,  in  crura  lacerti, 
Fit  lupus,  &  veteris  fervat  veftigia  formse, 

Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  i. 
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A.  M.  fancies  himfelf  to  be.  In  this  Manner  Nebuchadnezzar,  imar 
3417,  Gff.  gininp;  that  he  was  become  an  Ox,  walk'd  upon  all  four, 
587,  &c.  red  upon  Lrrals,  went  naked,  low  d  with  his  Voice,  and 
From  Jer.xl.  butted  (as  he  thought)  with  his  Horns ;  and,  in  fliort,  did 
Dan°  f^and^  ^^^  ^^^  Adions,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  that  a  real  Ox  is 
from  Ezra  i.  known  to  do.  (I)  Hereupon  his  Subjc6ls,  perceiving  this 
to  V.  Change  in  him,    took  him,    and  bound  him,    (as  Madmen 

^^•"VN*^ are, wont  to  be  treated)  but,  at  l^ft,  he  efcaping  out  of  their 
Hands,  fled  to  the  Fields,  where  he  herded  with  the  Cattle, 
expos'd  to  the  Dew  of  Heaven,  and  the  other  Inclemencies 
of  the  Weather  ;  where  his  neglected  Body  became  horrid 
and  dreadful  to  behold  ;  where  his  Hair,  and  his  Nails,  in 
Procefs  of  Time,  grew  in  the  hideous  Manner,  that  the  Pro- 
phet had  defcrib'd  them  j  and  where  his  Heart,  /.  e.  his  Ap- 
prehenfion.  Appetite,  and  Inclinations,  by  the  Continuance 
of  his  Diftemper,  became  quite  brutal,  and  of  the  fame  Caft 
with  the  Beafts  that  graze. 
Hoto  be  The  Mafters  of  the  M?d'icks,  who  have  treated  of  this 

linulul'en  ^"""^  °^  Madnefs,    have  made  it    their    Obfervation,   that 
r"arj  ;n  r/j/i  the    Perfons    infeded    with    it  are  generally  fo   exceffive 
^ndition.     ftrong,  that  no  Bands  or   Chains  can  hold  them.     They 
can  live  a  long  whije  without  eating   or  drinking,   and  en- 
dure Wet  and  Cold   without  any  great  Inconvenience   to 
themfelves ;  and  therefore  Nebuchadnezzar,  tho'  bred  up  in 
the  Pleafures  and  Delicacies  of  the  Court,    might,    by   the 
Strength  of  his  Diftemper,  be  enabled  to  do  what  otherwife 
he  would  not ;  to  live  in  the  Fields  for  feven  Years  toge- 
ther, naked  and  expos'd  to  the  Injuries  of  the  Weather,  withr 
out  any  Thing   to  nourifli  him,  except  either  the  Grafs  on 
the  Ground,   or  the  wild   Fruits  on  the  Hedges  :  But  then, 
whether  he  retain'd   the  Ufe  of  his  Reafon   whilft  he   con- 
tinu'd  in  this  difafterous  State,  is  a  Queftion,  that    is  not  fo 
eafily  determin'd. 
Wljctherhe       Th  E  Scripture  indeed,    at  firft  Sight,  feems  to  intimate, 
had  hh       that  he  had  no  Senfe  of  his  Mifery,  nor  made  any  Reflexion 
Rfnfon  m     yp^j^  himfelf,    or  upon   what  he  was  doing,  until  God  was 
ivhile.         pleas'd  to  remove  his  afflidling  Hand  :  For  thefe  are  his  own 
V/ords,  (m)    At   the  End  of  my  Days,   I  Nebuchadnezzar 
lift  up  mine  Eyes  unto  Heaven,  and  my  XJnderJland'ing  return^ 
ed  unto  me  ;  which  feem  to  imply,  that  all  along  before  this, 
}ms  Reafon  was  in  a  Kind  of  Deliqu'mm,   and  without  any 
Confcioufnefs  of  what  he  was  about.     But  then  it  may  be 
aflc'd.  Wherein  would  his  Punifliment  and  Humiliation  con- 

(■/^  Dan.  iv.  33,  f/wj  Ibid.  iv.  34. 
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fift,    if  the  Man  was  infenfible ;  if  he  knew  nothing  of  the    ^-  ^* 
Matter  j    nay,  if  he  took  Pleafure  (as  moft  Madmen  do)  in  Ant!'chnfl. 
the  Diforder  of  Imagination  ?  58--,  &<■: 

To  be  miferable,  and  not  to  know  it,    by  fome  may  be  ^'"  „  xir'ail 
thought  the  very  Height  of  Mifery  ;  but  the  Perfon  in  Ho-  DaJel/and 
race,   who  frequented  the  empty  Theatre  every  Day,    and  from  Ezra  i. 


10  V. 


delighted  himfelf  with  the  Reveries  of  his  own  Fancy,    with    ^t^fi^t 
Plays  and  Shows,  which  no  Body  faw  but  himfelf,  was  not  **^'  ^* 
fo  well  pleas'd   with  his  Friends,  when  they  had  recover'd 
him  to  his  Senfes. 

— —  Pol  me  occidijils,  Jmicl, 

Non  fervajils^  ait,  cui  fic  extorta  voluptas^ 

Et  demptus  per  vim  ?tientis  gratijjimus  error. 

HoR.  Ep.  lib.  u. 

To  anfwer  the  Ends  of  Providence  therefore,  in  afflifling 
in  this  Manner  this  haughty  and  affuming  Prince,  which 
was  to  mortify  his  Pride,  and  bring  him  to  a  State  of  Hu- 
miliation, and  Acknowledgment  of  God's  fuperior  Hand, 
we  may  fuppofe,  that,  at  certain  Intervals  at  leaft,  he  had 
a  Senfe  and  Perception  of  his  Mifery  ;  that  he  faw  the  Con- 
dition to  which  he  was  degraded  ;  but,  being  carry'd  away 
with  his  brutal  Appetite,  found  it  not  in  his  Power  to  extri- 
cate himfelf.  St.  Paul,  in  his  Defcription  of  a  Man  given 
up  to  his  Lufts,  (whereof  Nebuchadnezzar,  in  his  prefent 
Condition,  is  no  improper  Emblem)  has  thefe  remark- 
able Words,  (n)  I  know  that  in  me  (i.  e.  in  my  Flejh) 
dwelleth  no  good  Thing  ;  for  to  will  is  prefent  with  me,  but 
how  to  perform  that  which  is  good,  I  find  not ;  for  the  Good 
that  I  would,  I  do  not,  but  the  Evil  that  I  would  not,  that 
J  do.  For  though  I  delight  in  the  Law  of  God  after  the 
Inner  Man,  yet  I  fee  another  Law  in  my  Members,  warring 
againjl  the  Law  in  my  Mind,  and  bringing  me  into  Cap- 
tivity to  the  Law  of  Sin,  that  is  in  my  Members.  O  wretch- 
ed Man  that  I  am,  who  Jl)all  deliver  me  from  the  Body  of 
this  Death  !  And,  in  like  Manner,  if  we  fuppofe  this  King 
of  Babylon  in  fuch  a  perpetual  Struggle  and  Conflict  with 
himfelf ;  feeing  his  Error,  but  not  able  to  avoid  it ;  fenfible 
of  his  Difgrace,  but  not  capable  to  redrefs  it ;  committing 
the  Things,  which  his  Soul  abhorred  ;  and  detefting  him- 
felf for  what  he  found  himfelf  neceffitated  to  do,  till  God 
Ihould  think  fit  to  reftore  his  Underjlanding,  by  allaying 
the  Ferment  of  his  Blood  and  Humours,  correcting  his  Ap- 
petite, 

(n)  Rom.  vii.  1 8,  iJc. 
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petite,  and  ranging  his  Ideas  into  their  proper  Order :  If 
•  we  fuppofe  this,  I  fay,  we  have  before  us  the  Image  of  a 
Creature,  compleatly  miferable  j  Reafons  for  his  Humiliation, 
during  his  Affli£tion,  innumerable  * ;  a  Fountain  to  fup- 
ply  his  Gratitude,  upon  the  Removal  of  it,  inexhauftible ; 
and,  from  his  Example,  this  Lecture  of  Admonition,  to  all 
fucceeding  Generations :  (<?)  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  let  not 
the  wife  Man  glory  in  his  Wifdom  ;  neither  let  the  mighty 
Man  glory  in  his  Might.  Let  not  the  rich  Man  glory  in 
his  Riches  ;  but  let  him  that  glorieth,  glory  in  this,  ■  that 

he  underjlandeth,  and  knoweth  me,  that  I  am  the  Lord,  who 
exercifeth  Loving-kindnefs,  ^Judgment,  and  Righteoufnefs  in 
A.  M.     the  Earth  ;  for  in  thefe  Things  I  delight,  faith  the  Lord. 

3417,  &c.  ^  J  a  o         J 


Ant.  Chrif. 
587,  &c. 
From  Ezra 


fromr-zra  P"     U^      A      T>  TT 

iv.  7,  to  the  K^    Sn    ±\.    r.       11. 

End  j  all 

Ini'vlt)      ^''"'^  ^^''  ^'^^^  °f  Cyrus,  to  that  of  Nehemiah. 

Hagg.  Zech.  0-7      ^y 

andMalachi.  TheHlSTOKY. 

Cambyf^  C^  ^^  ^^  ^y^^^  when  he  was  feventy  Years  old,  af- 
(cr  Ahafue-  V^  ter  he  had  reign'd,  from  his  firft  being  made  Com- 
nis)  Succeeds  mander  of  the  Perfian  and  Median  Armies,  thirty  Years  ; 
^plTthelt'J^'^^  his  taking  of  Babylon,  nine  Years j  and  from  his 
maritans      becoming  fole  Monarch  of  the  Esji,  feven  Years  j  and  was 

Application,  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Cambyfes,  whom    the  Scripture    calls 

puts  a  Stop      ai    r 

ing  of  Jeru-  As 

falem.  »  What  NehuchadKezzar  fays  of  himfelf,  with  Regard  to  this 

Duty,  is  very  remarkable, Iblejfedthe  MoftHigh,  and praifed 

and  honoured  him,  that  liveth  for  ever,  luhofe  Dominion  is  an 
e'verlafling  Dominion,  and  his  Kingdom  is  from  Generation  to  Ge- 
neration. All  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth  are  reputed  as  nothings 
for  he  doth  according  to  his  Will,  in  the  Army  of  Hea'ven,  and  a- 
mong  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth  ;  and  none  can  flay  his  Hand^ 
or  fay  unto  him.  What  dojl  thou  ?  I  therefore  noiu  praife,  and  ex- 
tol, and  honour  the  King  of  Heavcji,  all  ivhofe  Works  are  Truth, 
and  his  Ways  Judgment,  and  thofe,  that  'walk  in  F  ride,  he  is  able 
to  abafe,  Dan.  iv.  34,  ^c.  Which  is  enough,  one  would  ima- 
gine, to  make  us  think  charitably  of  the  Converfion,  and  final 
End,  of  this  Prince,  and,  with  St.AuJlin,  to  conclude,  that  what- 
ever happen'd  to  him,  by  Way  of  Punifhment,  was  defign'd  by 
Providence  for  his  Soul's  Health.  Hoc  enim  erat  in  occulta  Ju- 
dicio,  dff  Mifericordid  Dei,  ut  huic  Regi  to  modo  confulertt  ad  Sa- 
intern.  Epift.  iii. 
(oj  Jer.  ix.  23,  i^c. 
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As  foonas  he  was  well  fettled  in  the  Throne,  the  Sama-    A.  M. 
n/^K5  (inftead  of  applying  themfelves  fecretly   to  the  Mini- 34'^7,gf^ 
fters  and  Officers  of  his  Court)  prefented  their  Petition  (a)  .g"^"  g^^"  ' 
to  him  openly,    defiring  that  the  Rebuilding  of  Jerufalem  From  Ezr» 
might  be  ftopp'd  i  and  tho'  they  did  not  prevail  with  him  to  ^'- 7-/°jJ^' 
revoke  his  Father's  Decree,  yet,  by  the  feveral  Difcourage-  eSk!  Neh. 
ments,    which  he  put  upon  it,  he,   in  a  great  Meafure,  de-and  Partof 
feated  its  main  Defign,  fo  tiiat  the  Work  went  on  very  ^^^-^^^l^^l^l{ 
vily  in  his  Reign.    But  his  Reign  was  not  long:  It  was  b"t^v^\,„Y^^ 
feven  Years  and  five  Months,  before  he  came  to  an  untimely 
End,  and  was  fucceeded,  for  a  fhort  Time,  by  the  Magiaji,  * 

who 

fa)  Ezra  iv.  6. 

*  The  Word  Magian,  or  Mige-gujh,  in  the  old  Perjian  Lan- 
guage, fignifies  a  Perfon,  that  had  his  Ears  cut  off,  and  was  a 
Name  of  Contempt  given  to  the  whole  Se^,  upon  Account  of  a 
certain  Impoflcr  among  them,  who  had  the  Misfortune  to  lofe 
his  Ears,  and  yet  had  the  Confidence   to    ufurp  the  Crown  of 
Cyrus  ;    but,  before   this   Incident,   they  went  under   another 
Name,  and  were  held  in  great  Reputation  among  the  Per/tans. 
They  were  indeed  their  chief  Profeflbrs  of  Philofophy,  and,  in 
Matters  of  Religion,  made  thefe   the  great  Articles  of  their 
Faith  :  — •"  I'hat  there  were  two  Principles  or  Gods,   the  one 
**  the  Caufeof  all  the  Good,  and   the  other  the  Caufe  of  all  the 
"  E'vil  in  the  World  ;  but  in  this  they  were  divided  j  that  fome 
**  of  them  held  both  thefe  Principles  to  have  been  from  all  Eter- 
*'  nity,  whereas  others  maintain'd,  that  the  good  Principle  only 
*•  was  eternal,  and  the  e'vil  one  created,  in  the  like  Manner  as 
*'  we  believe,  that  the  De^vil  is  a  Creature,  who  is  fallen  from 
**  his  original  Purity  and  Perfection.  Thefe  two  Principles,  they 
**  belie'ved,  were  in  continual  Oppofition  to  each  other,  which 
*'  was  to  continue  to  the  End  of  the  World ;  but   then,   the 
*'  Guo^ Principle  having  overcome  the  Evil,  they  ftiould  each  of 
*'  them  have  a  diltincl  World  to  himfelf ;    the  Good  reigning 
**  over  all  good   Beings,  and   the  Evil  over  all  the  Wicked. 
**  They  imagin'd  farther,  that  Darkne/s  was  the  trueft  Symbol  of 
**  the  evil,  as  Light  was  of  the  good,  God ;  and  therefore  they 
*'  always  worlhipp'd   him  before  Fire,  as  being  the  Caufe   of 
**  Light,  and  before  the  Sun  more  efpecially,  becaufe  they  ac- 
*'  counted  it  theraoft  perfed  Light.  They  paid  divine  Honours, 
"  in  Ihort,  to  Light,  to  the  Sun,  to  the  Fire  in  their  Temples, 
*•  and  to  Fire  in  their  Houfes ;  but  they  always  hated  Darknefs^ 
*'  becaufe  they  thought  it  a  Reprefentation  of  the  evil  God, 
**  whom  they  ever  had  in  the  utmoft  Deteftation."     Such  were 
the  Magi  among  the  antient  Perfians,  and  fuch  are  the  Guebres^ 
or  Worjhippun  of  fire,  among  the  prefent  Ptrji^ni  and  Indians. 

Pridfaux'i 
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A.  M.  who  *  pretended    to   be  his  Brother  Smerdis^  and  whom 

AntJ'cSif!  '^^   Hiftory   of    Ezra  f  calls   Artaxerxes.    To    him    the 

5S7,  &c.  Samaritans, 

From  Ezra 

Zn/*  'all      ^'''^^^^''^^    Conneflion,    and   Ca/met's    Diflionary    under  the 

Efth'Neh.    Word.  / 

and  Part  of       *  The    Manner,  in  which   th\s  Magiau   came    to  ufurp  the 

Uzgg.  Zech.  Per/ia»  Throne,  is    thus  related  by  moll  Hiftorians.  — ■ 

Jljijjl^  Camhyfes  had  a  Brother,  the  only  Son  of  Cyrm  befides  him'felf, 
^^'  ^'and  born  of  the  fame  Mother,  His  Name,' (according  to  Xeno- 
fhonj  was  Tanaoxares,  but  Herodotus  calls  him  Smerdis,  and 
Juftin,  Margis.  He  accompahy'd  him  in  his  Wars  for  fonie 
Time  ;  but,  upon  a  Pique  of  Jealoufy,  the  King  fent  him  back 
into  Perfia,  and  there  caus'd  him  to  be  murder'd  privately. 
The  King,  when  he  went  upon  the  Egyptian  Expedition,  had 
left  the  fupreme  Government  of  his  Affairs  in  the  Hands  of  Pa- 
tizithes,  one  of  the  chief  of  the  Alaglans,  (for  the  King  was 
addided  to  that  Sed  of  Religion)  uho  had  a  Brother,  that  did 
very  much  refemble  Smerdis,  the  Son  of  Cyrus,  and  was,  for 
that  Reafon,  perhaps,  ca  led  by  the  fame  Name.  Patizithes, 
hearing  of  the  young  Prince's  Death,  and  fuppofing  that  this, 
and  fome  other  Extravagancies  o{C<  n.byfe:  had  made  him  odious 
to  his  Subjefls,  plac'd  this  Brother  of  his  on  ihe  7'hrcfle,  pre- 
tending that  he  was  the  true  Smerdis,  the  Son  of  Cyrus,  and  fo 
fent  Heralds  thro'  the  Empire  to  proclaim  him  King.  ]t  was 
the  Cuftom  of  the  Eajiem  Princes,  in  thofe  Days,  to  live  retir'd 
in  their  Palaces,  and  there  tranfadl  all  their  Affairs  by  the  In  • 
tercourfe  of  their  Eunuchs,  without  admitting  any  clfe,  unlefs 
thofe  of  the  higheft  Confidence,  to  have  Accels  to  them.  This 
Conduft  the  pretended  Smerdis  exudlly  obferv'd  :  But  Otanes,  a 
Perjtan  Nobleman,  having  a  Daughter,  (whofe  Name  was  Phe- 
dyma)  who  had  been  one  of  Cambyfesh  Wives,  and  was  now 
kept  by  Smerdis  in  the  fame  Quality,  and  being  defirous  to  know, 
whether  he  was  the  real  Son  of  Cyrus  or  no,  fent  her  Inftrudli- 
ons,  that,  the  firft  Night  fhe  lay  with  him,  fhe  fhould  feel  whe- 
ther he  had  any  Ears,  (becaufe  Cyrus,  for  fome  Crime  or  other, 
had  cut  off  this  Mrt_g^7«»'s  Ears)  and  (he  acquainting  her  Father 
that  he  had  none,  he  immediately  took  fix  others  of  the  Perjian 
Quality  with  him,  (among  whom  Darius  was  one)  and  enter- 
ing the  Palace,  flew  both  the  Ufurper,  and  his  Brother,  who 
had  been  the  Contriver  of  the  whole  Plot.  Prideaux\  Connec- 
tion, Anno  522. 

f  That  Camhyfes  was  the  Ahafuerus,  (as  we  faid  before)  and 
the  falfc  Smerdis  the  Artaxerxes,  who  obftrufted  the  Work  of  the 

Temple,  is  plain  from  hence, That  they  are  faid  in 

Scripture  {Ezra  iv.  5,  Is^c.)  to  be  the  Kings  of  Perjia,  that 
reign'd  between  the  Time  of  Cyrus,  and  the  Time  of  that 
Darius,  by  whofe  Decree  the  Temple  was  finifli'd ;  But  as  that 

Darius 
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Samaritans^  in  like  Manner,  addrefs'd  themfelves,  and,  In    A.  M. 
a  Memorial^  reprefented,  "  That  f  the  J^tyj  were  rebuilding  3+75»®'^' 
"  their  City  and  Temple  at  y^r«yi/£;«,  which  might  be  a   ^i'^,  &c.' 
**  Matter  of  pernicious  Confequence  to  his    Empire  i  that  From  Ezra. 
**  thefe  Jews  had  always  been   a  rebellious  People,  as  he  ^^  7;  *°  |^* 
**  would  find,  li  heconfulted  the  Records  of  his  AnceftorsjEfth.'Neh. 
*'  that  therefore  there  was  Reafon  to  fufpciSl,  that,  in  cafe  ""^  Pa«  of 
'*  they    were  permitted   to  go  on,  when    once  they  had  ^ j%  f ^^'l* 
"  finiih'd  the  Work,    they   would  withdraw  their  Obe-    y^^'sjl 
**  dience,  or  refufe  to  pay  Tribute  f  j  and  that,  by  their  I'he  Purport 
**  Example,     very     probably,     all    Syria    and     Pale/iine  "f '^"Z' ^"^ 
"  would  be  tempted  to  revolt ;  fo  that,  in  a   ihort  Time,  smerdis"  or 
**  his    Majefty    would  be  excluded  from   having  any  Be- Artaxerxw. 
"  nefit  from   his   Territories  j   on   that  Side  of  the  River 
"  Euphrates." 

Upon  confulting  the  Records,  which  the  Samaritans  re- 
ferr'd  the  King  to,  it  plainly  appeared,  that  the  Jeius  had 
defended  themfelves  with  great  Valour,  and  had  been  fub- 
du'd  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  not  without   much   Difficulty ; 

whereupon 

Darius  was  Darius  the  Son  of  Hy/la/pes,  between  whom  and 
Cyrus  there  reign'd  none  in  Perfia,  but  Cambyfes  and  Smerdis,  it 
muft  follow  from  hence,  that  none  but  Cambyfes  and  Smerdis 
could  be  the  Ahafuerus  and  Jrtaxerxes,  who  are  faid  in  Ezrat 
to  have  put  a  Stop  to  this  Work.  Prideaux'^  Connedion, 
Anno  52^. 

•f-  After  the  Return  from  the  Captivity,  the  People  in  gene- 
ral came  to  be  called  Jeius,  becauie,  tho'  there  were  many  I/- 
raelites  among  them,  yet  they  chiefly  confided  of  the  Tribes  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin  ;  and  tho'  the  Edift  of  Cyrui  gave  all  Per- 
miffion  to  return,  when  they  pleas'd,  yet  the  facred  Writers 
take  notice  only  of  thofe,  who  return'd  in  a  Body.  Patrick\ 
Commentary  on  Ezra. 

■j-  For  this  there  are  three  Expreflions  in  the  Text,  Toll,  Tri~ 
Bute,  and  Cujiom.  By  t\ic  Jirji  of  thefe,  Grotius  underftands  that, 
which  every  Head  paid  to  the  King,  which  v/e  ca.\\  Poll- Money  : 
By  the  fecond,  the  Excife,  (as  we  now  fpeak)  that  was  upon 
Commodities  and  Merchandize ;  and  by  the  laft,  the  Land-Tax. 
But  Watjius  [\n  his  Mifcel.  Part  ii.)  is  of  Opinion,  that  the yfr^ 
Word  rather  fignifies  that  Part,  which  every  Man  paid  out  of 
his  Eftate,  according  as  it  was  valu'd ;  the  fecond,  that,  which 
was  paid  for  every  Head  ;  and  the  third,  that,  v/hich  was  paid 
upon  the  Highways,  by  every  Traveller,  that  went  about  the 
Country  with  any  Kind  of  Merchandize.  PatricJi%  Commca^, 
tary. 

Vol.  IV.  G  g 
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A.  M.  whereupon  he  ilTu'd  out  an  Edidl,  wherein  he  prohibited 
34^75*  p".^*  thp  "Jews  to  proceed  any  farther  in  their  Building,  and  or- 
^Tia,  £^f . '  ^cr'd  his  Officers  in  Samaria  to  put  it  in  Execution. 
From  Ezra  Thev  immediately  went  up  to  Jeriifalem  with  an  armed 
iv,  7,  to  the  porce,  and,  having  purfu'd  the  King's  Orders  with  the 
Ifth!  Neh.  utmoft  Rigour,  put  a  full  Stop  to  any  farther  Proceed- 
ing in  tjie  Work,  until  the  fecond  Year  of  f  I^nrius 
Hyjiafpes. 

DJRIUS,  upon  the  Death  of   the  pretended  Smer- 
diSf  was,  *  by  a  Stratagem,  chofen  King  of  Ptrjia ;  and 

tho' 

f  There  are  feme  who  take  the  Darius  here  mention'd,  not 
to  be  Darius  the  lid,  who  was  the  Son  of  Hyjfa/pes,  but  the 
Darius,  who  is  commonly    called   Nothus ;  but  then  they  are 
prefs'd   with  this  Difficulty,  which  may  well   be  called  infur- 
mountable.     For,  from  the  frji  Year  of  Cyrus,  who  gave  Or- 
ders for  the  Building  of  the  Temple,  to  the  Jixth  Year  of  Da- 
rius Nothusy  in  which  they  fuppofe  that  it  was  linilh'd,  there  were, 
at  leaft,  an  hundred  and  thirteen  Years ;  according  to  fome,  an 
hundred  and  feventeen  ;  and,  according  to  others,  an   hundred 
and  forty  two.     But  now,  if,  all   this  Time,  Zeruhhahel  was 
in  the  Government  of  Judea,  and  Jojhua   in   the  High  Prieftr 
hood,  fo  long  an   Authority   in  Church  or  State  was   never 
heard  of  in  any  Age  before.     Nor  muft  it  be  forgotten,  what 
the  Prophet  Hfl^^«z    (Chap.  ii.   3.)  fuppofes,  f/z.  That  fome, 
then  alive,  remember'd  the  Glory   of  the  frft  Temple,    and 
compar'd  it  with  the  Glory  of  the  jecond-,  which  upon  the  Sup- 
pofition,  that  this  was  in  the  fixth  Year  of  Darius  Nothus,  will 
make  them  at   leaft  an  hundred   and  fourfcore  Years  old,  a 
Thing  almoft  incredible.     And  therefore  the  moft  probable  O- 
pinion  is,  that  the  Darius   here  meant,  was  Darius  HyftafpeSf 
who(e/econd  Year  was  the  eighteenth  after  the  _/fr/?  of  Cyrus,  as 
Jiuetius  reckons.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

*  The  feven  Princes,  who  had  flain  the  Ufurper  Smerdis, 
and  his  Brother,  confulting  together  about  the  Settling  of  the  Go« 
vernment,  came  at  length  to  this  Refolution,  that  the  Mo- 
narchy (hould  continue  in  the  fame  Manner,  that  it  had  been 
cftablifh'd  by  Cyrus,  and  that,  to  determine  which  of  them 
fliould  afcend  the  Throne,  they  fhould  all  meet  at  a  certain 
Place,  the  next  Morning,  againft  the  rifing  of  the  Sun,  and  that 
he,  whofe  Horfe  firft  neighed,  (hould  be  appointed  King.  For, 
as  the  Sun  was  the  great  Deity  of  all  the  Perjians,  they  feem'd, 
by  this  Method,  to  refer  their  EleSlion  to  it :  But  Dariuj'i 
Groom,  being  inform'd  of  this,  tied  a  Mare,  on  the  Night  be- 
fore the  Eleftion,  to  the  Place  where,  the  next  Morning,  they 
were  tg  meet,  and  brought  his  Matter's  Horfc  to  .cover  her. 

As 
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tho'  the  Edift  which  prohibited  the  Building  of  the  Temple,    A.  M. 
expir'd  with  the  Ufurper,  yet  had  the   Prophets,  '^"'^^ariah'^^l^'^^r^^ 
t  and  Haggai,  much  ado  to  prevail  with  the  People  to  re-   5"  9^  ^V. 

G   g  2  aflume  ^"om  Ezra 

iv,  7.  to  the 
End;  all 

As  foon  therefore,  as  the  Princes  met  together   at  the  Time  Efth.  Neh. 
appointed,  Darius^  Horfe  remember'd    the  Place,  ran  imme-  ^""^  P^"^'  °f 
diately  thither,  neighing   and  prancing  all  along  ;  whereupon  ^^fh  f  ^1- 
the  reft   difmounting,    faluted  him   as   their    King,    and   ac-  x/'-^r^yJ 
cordingly  plac'd  him  on   the  Throne.     Prideaux''^  Connexion, 
Anno  521. 

-f  Zecbariah    was    the  Son   of  Barachiah,  and  Grandfon  of 
Iddo,    but   the   Time  and   Place    of   his    Birth  are  unknown.  ^ 

Some  will  have  him  to  be  born  at  Babylon,  during  the  Capti- 
vity ;  but  others  think,  that  he  was  born  at  Jeru/alem,  before 
the  Tribes  of  Judab  and  Benjamin   were  carry 'd  a^yay.     'Tia 
certain  however,  that  he   return'd  from  Babylon  with  Zerub- 
babely  and  very  probable,  that  he  began   to    prophcfy    in    the 
fecond  Year  of  Darius,  the  Son  of  Hyfiafpes.     The  Number, 
Excellency,  and  Precifenefs  of  his  Prophecies  made  him  be  ftiled 
Tbe  Sun  atnoiig  the  Icffer  Prophets,  and,  as  he  began  his  Pre- 
dictions about  two  Months  after  Haggai,  with  him   he   encou- 
raged the  Jeius  to  go  on  in  the  Rebuilding  their  Temple,  and 
gave  them  AfTurance  of  the  Divine  Proteftion.     But  thefe  Pro- 
phecies  were  inconfiderable,  in   Comparifon  of  thofc,  which 
foretel  the  Coming  of  the  MeJJias  in  the  plaineft  Terms ;  the 
cruel  War,  which   Antiochus  Epipbanes  wag'd  with  the  JeivSf 
and  God's  fevere  Judgments  againft  this  Tyrant ;  the   Je'wijh 
War    with   the  Romans,  and    the  Siege  of  Babylon  by  Darius  ; 
the  Diffolution  of  the  O/^  Covenant,  and   the   Subftitution  of  a 
Nenu  one  under  Chrift ;    the   glorious    State  of  the   Chrijiian 
Church,  and  the  Converfion  of  the  Gentiles ;  the  Perfecutions, 
which  the  Chriftians  Ihould  endure,  and  the  fevere  Punilhment 
of  their  Perfecutors ,  and  other  fuch  like  Events,  contain'd  in 
the  ninth,  and  following   Chapters  of    his   Prophecies.     Some 
Criticks  however  are  of  Opinion,   that   the  Stile  of  this  Pro- 
phet is  a  little  interrupted,  and  without  Connexion,  and  that 
the  9th,   loth,  and  i  ith  Chapters,  which  go  under  his  Name, 
were    originally  written  by  Jeremiah,    becaufe  in  Matthew, 
(Chap,  xxvii.  g,    10.)  under  the  Name  of  Jeremiah,  we  find 
Xechariah  x\.  12.  quoted  ;  and,  as  the  aforefaid  Chapters  make 
but  one  continu'd  Difcourfe,  they   conclude  from  thence,  that 
all  three  belong'd  to  Jeremiah.     But  it  is  much  more  natural  to 
fiippofc,   that  the  Name   of  Jeremiah,  by   fome  unlucky  Mif- 
take,  has  flipt  into  the  Text  of  St.  Matthew,  inftead  of  that  of 
Zecbariah.     Contemporary  with  him  was  the  Prophet  Haggai, 
who,  in  all  Probability,  was  born  at  Babylon,  and  return'd  with 

Zcruhbabel 
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A.  M.  aflume  the  Work.  They  were  fearful  of  the  Intereft^ 
AnV'chr^ft  '^^'^^  *^^  Samaritans  were  prefum'd  to  have  at  Court ; 
529,  Gff.  and  accordingly  found,  that  no  fooner  had  they  provided 
From  Ezra  themfelves  with  Stone  and  Timber  and  other  Materials,  in 
En/-  I'll*  ^  order  to  proceed  in  the  Building,  but  thefe  implacable 
Efth.'Neh.  Enemies  betook  themfelves  to  their  old  Pra<?lices,  and  en- 
andPartof  deavour'd  to  pofTefs  Ti?/«c/ (whom  i)<?r/«j  had  made  chief 
a!i°dMafachi  Govemor  over  the  Provinces  of  Syria  and  Paleftine)  with 
S.y^f's^  a  Notion,  that  what  the  "Jeivs  were  doing  was  without  Au- 
thority, and  would  prove  prejudicial  to  the  King. 

T ATN A I^  upon  this  Information,  came  to  Jerufalenii 
and  having  called  the  Governor,  and  Elders  of  the  Jews  to- 
gether, *  he   underftood  from  them,  that   they  had  a  De- 
cree 

Zerubhahel  to  jferufalem.  They  both, .  with  united  Zeal,  en- 
courag'd  the  People  to  go  on  with  the  Work  of  the  Temple, 
which,  by  the  Envy  of  the  Samaritans,  who  were  their  Ene- 
mies, and  the  ill  Offices  of  fome  at  the  Court  of  Cyrus,  and 
Cambyfes,  whom  they  influenc'd,  was  difcontinu'd  for  fome 
Time  :  But,  upon  the  Acceflion  of  Darius  to  the  Throne, 
Haggai,  in  particular,  by_  reproaching  the  People  with  their 
Indolence  and  Infenfibility,  by  telling  them,  that  they  were 
careful  enough  to  lodge  themfelves  very  commodioufly,  while 
the  Houfe  of  the  Lord  lay  bury'd  in  its  own  Ruins,  and  by 
putting  them  in  mind,  that  the  Calamities  of  Drought  and  Fa- 
mine, wherewith  God  had  afflifted  them  fmce  their  Return, 
were  owing  to  their  Negle£l  in  repairing  the  Temple,  prevailed 
with  them  to  fet  about  the  Work  in  good  earneft  ;  fo  that,  by 
Virtue  of  thefe  Reproofs,  as  well  as  fome  Encouragements, 
which  God  occafionally  authoriz'd  him  to  give  them,  they 
brought  the  whole  to  a  Conclufion  in  a  fhort  Time.  Calmet''i 
Didionary,  under  the  Words,  and  Univerfal  Hiftory,  lib.  ii. 
C.    I. 

*  The  Plea,  which  Jofe^hus  makes  Zeruhbahel  the  Governor, 
and  Jcjhua  the  High-Prieft,  make  upon  this  Occafion,  is  to  this 

EfFeft, "  That  they   were  the  Servants  of  the  great 

*'  God,  to  whofe  Honour  this  Temple  was  built,  and  to  hi» 
"  Service  dedicated  by  the  greateft,  the  happieft,  and  the  wif- 
"  eft  Prince,  that  ever  fat  on  that  Throne;  that  it  ftood  for  ma- 
*'  ny  Ages,  till,  by  Reafon  of  the  Wickednefs  of  their  Forefa- 
"  thers,  the  City,  by  God's  Pcrmiffion,  was  taken  by  Ncbuchad- 
*'  nezzar,  the  King  of  Chaldea,  the  Temple  pillaged,  and  laid 
*•  in  Alhes,  and  the  People  carry 'd  away  Captives  into  Babylon ; 
*'  that,  when  Cyrus  came  to  be  poiTefs'd  of  the  Throne  of  Per- 
"  Jia  and  Babylon,  he  order'd,  by  his  Royal  Proclamation,  the 
**  Rebuilding  of  the  Temple,  and  the  reltoring  of  all  the  facred 

'•  Veffel* 
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cree  from  Cyrus,  which  impower'd,  and  authorized  them  in    A-  m. 
what  they  did  :  Whereupon  the  Governor  wrote  to  Court,  ^li^' c^if. 
acquainting  the  King  with  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  and  529,'  &c.  ' 
defiring  that  Search  might  be  made  into  the  publick  Records,  f"'^''"^  Ezra 
whether  the  Jews  really  had  any  fuch  Decree  from  Cyrus^  '^'J',  ^°j^  * 
and,  upon  the  whole,  that  he  would  be  pleas'd  to  fignifyEfth.'Nch. 
his  Will,  what  he  would  have  him  to  do  in  this  Affair.  and  Part  of 

D  ARfUS,  {a)  who,  the  better  to  fortify  his  Title  to  ^Si^i^^^{, 
the  Crown,  had  marry 'd   two  of  the  Daughters  of  Cyrus,  ->/'^"%j 
thought  himfelf  concern'd  to  do  every  Thing,  that  might  Darius'i 
tend  to  the  Honour  of  that  great  Prince,  and  therefore  con-  ^'^"^Irlf 
firm'd  the  Decree,  which  he  had  granted  to  the  Jews,  withthe'']"ws', 
Z  frelh  one  of  his  own,  wherein  he  gave  them  an  Ajfignment  and  their  fi. 
upon  his  Revenues  in  feveral  Provinces  for  what-ever  Money  ^^^/'-^  '^' 
they  wanted  to  enable  them  to  go  on  with  the  Work,  and  thereupoH, 
to  provide  them  Sacrifices  for  the  Service  of  the  Temple, 
that  the  Priefts,  in  their  daily  Offices,  might  *  put  up  their 
G  g  3  "  Prayers 

*'  Veffels  that  had  been  taken  away  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  which 
"  accordingly  were  tranfported  to  Jerufalem,  and  laid  up  again 
**  in  the  Temple ;  that,  by  the  Command  of  the  fame  King, 
*'  Abajfar  was  fent  to  fee  the  Work  expedited,  and,  accord- 
*■*  ingly,  was  prefenl  at  the  laying  of  the  Foundation  ;  but 
'*  that,  ever  fince  that  Time,  by  one  Artifice  pr  other,  their 
"  Enemies  had  found  Means  to  obflruft  and  retard  it ;  and  that, 
^'  for  the  Truth  of  thefe  Allegations  they  defir'd  that  Darius 
*'  might  be  wrote  to,  that,  by  confuhing  publick  Records,  it 
**  might  be  known,  whether  or  no  thefe  Fads  were  according 
^'  to  this  their  Reprcfentationy     Jeivijh  Hift.  Ijb,.  xi.  C.  4, 

{a)  Prideaux\  Connection. 

*  Though  the  Jenus  were  not  allow'd  to  defire  the  Heathen 
to  pray  to  their  Deities  for  their  Profperity,  becaufe  they  were 
forbidden  to  acknowledge  any  other  God,  but  one  ;  yet  the 
Heathen,  if  they  thought  fit,  might  worfhip  their  God,  nor  did 
t\\tje'ws  deny  them  that  Privilege,  or  refufe  the  Offerings,  which 
they  brought  for  that  Purpofe,  until,  in  the  Time  of  their  Wars 
with  the  Romans,  the  Fadtion  of  the  Zealots  grew  to  be  predo- 
minant :  For  then  {^Ajofephus  tells  us,  lib.  ii.  c.  7.)  "  One  Ele- 
*'  azar,  the  Son  of  Ananias,  the  High-Prieft,  a  defperate,  da- 
*'  ring  young  Man,  and  a  military  Ofhcer  then  in  Coinmand, 
"  prefs'd  fome  of  his  Friends  among  the  Priefts,  to  receive  no 
*'  Offering,  or  Sacrifice,  but  from  the  Jenxis  only  •,  by  which 
•'  Means  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  very  Offerings  of  Cafar^ 
**  which  were  us'd  conllantly  to  be  made  for  the  Welfare  of 
^*  the  Roman  People,  came  to  be  rejcftcd  j  and  this  provM  the 

f*  very 


^yo  "the  Hiftory  of  the  BIBLE,       Book  VII. 

A.  M.     Prayers  for  the  Profperity  of  the  King,  and  the  Royal  Fa- 

347 5>  ^^'   mily  :  And  wherein  he   order'd,  that  the  Man  fhould  be 

taq"  e^".  hang'd,  and  his  Houfc  pulled  down  f  for  Timber  to  make 

From     him  a  Gallows,  whoever  fliould  pretend  to  put  any  Let  or 

Izra  iv.  7.    Obftrudion  to  this  his  Injunction. 

luEfth.Neh!     UpoN  the  Publication  of  this  Decree,  and  the  great  Care 
and  Part  of  that  was  taken  to  have  it  fully  put  in  Execution,  the  Work 
Hagg.  Zech-  ^f  ^j^^  Temple  went  on  fo  very  fuccefsfully,  that,  in  the 
andNWachj  ^^^^^  Year  of  Darius,  (according  to  the  Jewijh  Account; 
and  on  the  third  Day  of  the  twelfth  Month,  fwhich  is  called 
Adar,  and  anfwers  in  Part  to  our  February  and  March) 
the  Whole  of  it  was  finifli'd,  and  its  Dedication  celebrated 
by  the  Priefts  and  Levites^  and  all  the  Congregation  of  Ifra- 
el,  with  great  Joy  and  Solemnity.     By  the   next  Month, 
which  was  the  Month    Nifan,    the    firfl    in   the  Jewijh 
Year,  the  Temple  was  made  fit  for  every  Part  of  Divine 
Service  j    and  therefore,  on    the  fourteenth   Day  of  that 
Month,  the  Paflbver  was  obferv'd  in  it,  according  to  the 
Law  of  God,  and,  by   all  the  Jews  that  had  return'd  from 
the  Captivity,  folemniz'd  with  great  Joy  and  Gladnefs  of 
Heart,  becaufe  the  Lord  had  made  them  joyful.,  (as  it  is  ex- 
prefs'd   in  the  Book  of  Ezra)  and  turned  the  Heart  of  the 

King 

**  very  Ground  and  Foundation  of  the  War  with  that  Nation. 
*•  The  HighPrieft,  however,  and  the  Men  of  the  beft  Quality 
**  declar'd  themfelves  extremely  diffatisfy'd  with  the  No'velty  of 
*•  this  Prohibition,  and,  with  great  Importunities,  defir'd  the 
*'  Continuance  of  fo  pious  a  Cuftom,  as  offering  up  Prayers  for 
•'  Princes  and  Governors."  But  all  is  in  vain  ;  tho'  this  Place 
in  Ezra,  Chap.  vi.  10.  one  would  think,  fets  the  Duty  in  a  clear 
Light.     Le  Clerc''s  Commentary  on  Ezra. 

•f-  The  moft  obvious  Senfe  of  the  Words  in  the  Text  (Chap.  vi. 
1 1.)  feems  to  be  this ;  but  Lud.  de  D/Va  obferves,  that  in  the 
Words,  which  we  there  render  being  fet  up,  there  is  no  proper 
Conftruflion,  and  therefore  he  would  rather  have  them  tranflated 
according  to  the  Septuagint,  And  jlanding,  let  him  he  heat  upon 
it,  i.  e.  ^whipped,  as  we  fay,  at  a  Poji,  for  that  was  a  Punilh- 
ment  among  the  Perjians,  and  other  Nations.  But  if  a  greater 
Punifhment  than  this  fhould  here  be  intended,  then  he  makes  the 
frji  Words  refer  to  the  Timber,  and  the  latter  to  the  Man  in  this 
Manner,  Ayid  from  aho<ve,  let  it  fall  upon  him  j  i.  e.  the  Stake, 
being  lifted  up,  fhall  be  ftruck  into  his  Body,  and  come  out  at  his 
Fundament,  which  was  a  cruel  Punifhment  among  the  Eajiera 
People,  and  continues  Hill  in  Ufe  to  this  Day.  Patrick'i  Coin- 
mentary. 
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King  of  Aflyria  f  wtto  them^  to  Jirengthen  their  Hands  in    A.  m. 
the  Houfe  of  God,  the  GodofKv&tl  3475,  ©"f. 

By  the  Decree  of  Cyrus,  which  was  thus  confirm'd  by  f,"';  g'/'*' 
that  of  Darius,  the  Tribute  of  Samaria  had  been  aflign'd  From  Ezra 
for  the  Reparation  of  the  Temple  j  but  now,  that  the  Body  'Jf-  7-  to  the 
of  the  Temple  was  finifli'd,  (tho'   the  Out-works  remain'd  Efth.'Neh 
flill  untouch'd)  the  Samaritans  pretended,  that  the  End  of  and  Part  of 
this  AfTignment  was  ceas'd,  and  thereupon  refus'd  to  pay  the  ^^^^' ■f  ^'^''.« 
Tribute  any  longer.     But  the  Jews,  upon  fending  Xerub-  Ty^J^l 
babel  their  Governor,  with  two  other  principal  Men,  to  rhe  Samari- 
Shujhan,  or   Sufa,  (which  was  then  the  Refidence  of  the  ^=""5  co,n. 
Perftan  Monarchsj  in  order  to  complain  of  this  unjuft  '^e-^tteTHbu^ 
tention  of  the  Royal  Bounty^  met  with  a  proper  Redrefs ;  and  Money  to  tit 
return'd  with  the  King's  Order  *  to  his  Officers  of  Samaria,  ^^«'/'^'« 
requiring  them   to  take  an  effectual  Care,  that,  purfuant  to 
his  Edidt,  the  Samaritans  paid  their  Tribute  to  the  Temple, 
and  gave  the  Jews,  for  the  future,  no  Caufe  to  complain  of 
their  Refufal  herein  :  Which  put  a  full  End  to  all  Conteft 
about  that  Matter,  and  was  the  laft  good  Office,  we  find 
recorded  in  Scripture,  that  Darius  did  the  fews.    For,  in 
G  g  4  the 

•f-  Darius  is  called  the  King  of  AJJyria,  as  now  reigning  over 
all  the  Kingdoms,  which  were  formerly  under  the  Power  of  the 
AJfyrians  ?  and  from  hence  Archbifliop  UJher  infers,  that  Baby- 
lon (which,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  had  revolted)  muft 
necefTarily  have  been  reduc'd  by  Darius  before  this  Time,  other- 
wife  he  thinks  he  could  not  have  here  been  ftiled.  King  of  Af- 
fyria,  whereof  Babylon  was  then  the  Metropolis.  'Patrick''%  Com- 
mentary, and  Frideaux'%  Connexion,  Anno  515. 

*  A  Copy  of  the  King's  Order,  or  the  Letter,  which  he  fent 
back  by  the  Je'VJiJh  CommiJJioners,  to  the  Ofiters  and  Lieutenants 
of  the  Province,  and  the  Senate  of  Samaria,  Jefephus  has  record- 
ed in  thefe  Words. 

"  King  Darius,  to  TsLXigzrj^and  Sambaba,  Maflers  of  our 

*'  Horfe  at  Samaria,  and  to  Sadrack,  Bobelon,  and  the  refi  of 

**  their  Fellow-Subje^s  there,  fendeth  greeting. 

**  Whereas  I  am  given  to  underftand  by  Zerubbabel,  Ananias, 

"  and  Mardocheus,  on  the  Part  of  the  Jevjs,  that  you  Hand  ac- 

*'  cus'd  of  interrupting,  and  difcouraging,  the  Rebuilding  of  the 

**  Temple,  and  of  refufing  to  bear  your  Part  in  the  Charge  of 

*'  the  Sacrifices,  v.iiich,  by  my  Order  and  Command,  you  ought 

*'  to   have  done  :  This  is  to  will  and  require  you,  upon  Sight 

*•  of  this  Letter,  forthwith   to  fupply  them,  out  of  my  Trea- 

"  fury  at  Samaria^  with  whatfoevcr  they  fhall  want  for  the  Ufe 

*•  of  their  Sacrifices  and  Worfhip,  to  the  End  that  they  may 

"  offer  up  daily  Prayers,  and  Oblations,  both  for  myfelf,   and 

*'  all  my  People.    Jewijh  Antiq.  lib.  xi.  c.  4. 
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A.  M.    t\yt  fix  and  thirtieth  Year  of  his  Reign,  *  he  dy'd,  and  was 
AnV'chri'f.  Succeeded  by  Xerxes^  thefeldeft  of  his  Sons  hy  Atojfa,  Daugh-. 
529',  &c.    ter  to  Cyrusy  the  great  Founder  of  the  P^rjian  Monarchy. 
From  Ezra       XERXES,  (c)  accordino;  to  Jcfephus  (for  we  have 

Ind  ;   all  ''"'< 

"^ifdP^t^of       *  '^*^*  Charaaer,  which  our  celebrated  ConneSter  of  the  Old 

Haeg.  Zech.  ^"'^  Nevv  Teftament  has  given  us  of  this  Darius,  \s, That 

sndMalachi.he  was  a  Prince  of  great  Wjfdom,  Clemency,  and  Juftice,  and 
V^'V^^has  the  Honour  to  be  recorded  in  Holy  If^iit,  for  a  Favourer  of 
Qod's  People,  and  a  Reftorer  of  his  Temple  at  Jerufakm,  and  a 
Promoter  of  his  Worftiip  therein.  For  all  this  Qod  was  pleas'd 
to  make  him  his  Inftrument ;  and,  with  Refpedl  to  this,  1  doubt 
not,  it  was,  that  he  blefs'd  hini  with  a  numerous  Iffue,  a, 
long  Reign,  and  great  Profperity.  For,  though  he  was 
not  fo  very  fortunate  in  his  Wars  againft  the  Scythians,  and  Gre- 
cians ;  yet,  every  where  elfe,  he  had  full  Succefs  in  all  his  Un- 
dertakings, and  not  only  reftor'd,  and  fully  fettled,  the  Empire  of 
Cyrus,  after  it  had  been  much  fliaken  by  Cambyfes,  and  the 
Magian,  but  alfo  added  many  largp  and  rich  Provinces  to 
it,  efpecially  thofe  of  India,  Thrace,  Macedon,  and  the  Ifles 
of  the  Ionian  Sea.     Prideaux\  Connexion,   Anno  486. 

f  Darius  had  three  Sons  by  his  firll  Wife,  the  Daughter  of 
Cobrias,  all  born  before  his  Advancenjent  to  the  Throne,  and 
four  others  by  Jtoffa,  the  Daughter  of  Cyrus,  who  were  al,l 
torn  after  it.  Of  the  former,  Artabafanes  was  the  eldeft ;  of 
the  latter,  Xerxes  :  And,  as  Darius  advanc'd  in  Years,  between 
thefe  two  was  the  Competition  for  the  Succeffion.  Jrtaba- 
Janes  urg'd,  that,  as  h?  was  the  eldeft  Son,  according  to  the 
Cuftom  and  Ufage  of  all  Nations,  he  ought  to  be  preferred 
before  any  that  was  younger.  But  Xerxes  reply'd  to  this, 
that  he  w^s  the  Son  of  Darius  by  Jtojj'a,  the  Daughter  of 
Cyrus,  who  was  the  firll  Founder  of  the  I^erfian  Empire ;  for 
\vhich  Reafon  he  held  it  juft  and  reafonable,  that  the  Crowa 
of  C^rus  fhould  rather  come  to  a  Defcendant  of  Cyrus,  thaa 
to  one  that  was  not  ;  and  to  this  he  added,  that  tho'  Arta- 
bafanes was  the  eldeft  Son  of  Darius,  ytt  he  was  not  the 
eldeft  Son  of  a  King  ;  that  he  was  born,  when  he  was  only  a 
pri-vate  Perfon,  and  could  therefore  claim  no  more,  than  to 
be  Heir  of  his  pri^uate  Fortunes  ;  but  that,  as  to  himfelf,  he 
was  the  Firji-horn,  after  his  Father  was  King,  and  had  there- 
fore the  beft  Right  to  fucceed  him  in  the  Kingdom.  Where- 
upon he  was  nominated  to  the  Succeflion,  but  not  fo  much 
for  the  Strength  of  his  Pha,  as  for  the  Influence,  which 
his  Mother  Atoja  had  over  the  Inclinations  of  her  Hulband. 
Prideaux's  Conneftion,  Anno  486. 

(c)  'Jewijb  Antiq.  lib.  xi.  c.  5.  Where  we  have  a  Copy  of 
his  Letter  to  his  Go'vernort  and  Lieutenants  of  Syria^  but  to* 
long  to  be  inferted  here. 
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but  little  Account  of  him,  in  the  facred  Records)  confirm'd     A.  M. 
to  the  Jews  all  the  Privileges,   that  his  Father  Darius  had  J^Vch^if 
granted  them,   and  particularly  that,    which  aflign'd  them    j^g,  fcff.' 
the  Tribute  of  Samaria,   for  the  Charge  of  the  Sacrifices,  From  Fzra 
that  were  to  be  ofFer'd  in  the  Temple  of  Jerufalem.     'Tis  '^^J;  *°,j*'**^ 
of  him,  that  the  Words  of  the  Prophet  Daniel  are  meant :  Efth'  Neh. 
(d)  Behold,   there  Jhall  Jland  up  yet  three  Kings  in  Perfia,  and  Part  of 
(which  were  Cyrus,  Cambyfes,    and  Darius  Hy/lafpes)  ^''^ "ifiyiaiarhi.' 
the  fourth  Jhall  be  far   richer  than  they  all;  and,   by    his  .^y>^'>^ 
Strength,  thro'  his  Riches,    he  Jhall  fiir  up  all  againfi  the  Xerxes'j  So* 
Realm  o/Grecia:  For  the  Story  is  well  known,  with  what  ^'''^'"'"  '^'. 
*a  prodigious  Armament,   both   by  Sea  and  Land,   he  ^^^^rjer'dby 
out  againft  the  Greeks,  *  but  with  what  foul  Difgrace  he  the  Captain 

return'd^^". 

Cuardtt 

(d)  Dan.  xi.  2,  3. 

*  After  he  had  pais'd  over  the  Hellefpont,  his  Land  Army ^  up- 
on theMufter,  was  found  to  be  one  Million,  and  feven  hundred 
Thoufand  Foot,  and  fourfcore  Thoufand  Horfe,  befides  his  Cha- 
riots, and  Camels,  for  which  allowing  twenty  Thoufand  more, 
the  whole  will  amount  to  one  Million,  and  eight  hundred  Thou- 
fand Men.  His  fleet  confifted  of  twelve  Hundred  and  twenty 
Ships  of  the  Line  of  Battle,  befides  Gallies,  Tranfports,  Vic- 
tuallers, and  other  Sorts  of  Veflels,  that  attended,  which  were 
three  Thoufand  more  ;  and  on  board  of  all  thefe  were  reckon'd 
to  be  five  Hundred  and  feventeen  Thoufand,  fix  Hundred  and 
ten  Men:  So  that  the  whole  Number  of  Forces,  by  Sea  and 
Land,  which  Xerxes  brought  with  him  out  of  AJia  to  invade 
Greece,  amounted  to  two  Millions  three  Hundred  and  feventeei^ 
Thoufand,  fix  Hundred  and  ten  Men.  After  his  pafling  the 
Hellefpont,  the  Nations  on  the  other  Side,  that  fubmitted  to  him, 
added  to  his  Land-Army  Three  hundred  Thoufand  Men  more, 
and  two  Hundred  and  twenty  Ships  to  his  Fleet,  on  board  of 
which  were  twenty-four  Thoufund  Men ;  and  the  Servants, 
Eunuchs,  Women,  Suttlers,  and  all  fuch  other  People,  as  fol- 
low'd  the  Camp,  were  computed  to  be  no  lefs,  than  as  many 
more.  So  that  the  whole  Number  of  the  Perfons  of  all  Sorts, 
that  follow'd  Xerxes  in  this  Expedition,  were,  at  leaft,  five  Mil- 
lions. This  is  Herodotus'' s,  Account  of  that  Armament  :  And, 
confidering  that  he  is  the  moft  antient  Author,  that  has  written 
of  this  War}  was  himfelf  alive  when  it  happened ;  and  has 
treated  of  it  with  greater  Appearance  of  Exaftnefs,  than  any 
other;  there  is  Reafon  to  believe,  that  bis  Computation  is  the 
trueft.     Prideaux^  Connedtion,  Anno  480. 

*  For  having  loft  moft  of  the  Forces,  which  he  left  behind 
him,  at  the  Battle  of  Plataa,  and  a  great  many  of  his  Ships  at 
the  Fight  in  the  ^tr eights  of  Salamis,  and  being  frighten'd  with 

an 
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A.  M.  return'd  Home  from  the  inglorious  Expedition,  when  falling 
^'t^'cb-^it  '"'°  Contempt  with  his  own  Subjects,  not  a  long  while  af- 

529,  &c. '  ter,  he  was  murther'd  by  the  Captain  of  his  Guard,  and 
From  Ezra  fuccecded  by  his  Son  f  Artaxerxes  Longirnanus,  whom  the 
En/'  aV^'^^'^'^'P^"''^  ^^^^^  Ahafuerus^  and  was  the  fame  f  who  had  the 
Efth.'  Neh.  beautiful  Hebrew  EJiher  for  his  Queen. 

and  Part  of  UpON 

anTiMala^cki.*^'*  Apprehenfion,  left  Xht  Conquerors  Ihould  fail  to  the  Hellefpont, 
\,y\'\J  and  there  obftruft  his  Return,  he  fled  thither  with  all  the  Haftc 
and  Precipitation,  that  he  could  ;  but,  at  his  coming  thither, 
finding  the  Bridge  of  Boats,  which  he  had  left  there,  broken  by 
Storms,  he,  who  had  pafs'd  over  that  Sea,  but  a  few  Months 
before,  with  fuch  Pomp  and  Pride,  was  forc'd  to  repafs  it  in  a 
poor  Fifher- Boat.  A  Piece  of  Hiftory  this,  which  y«i'^«a/ has 
not  badly  reprefented  in  thefe  Words :  '  '  . 

Ille  tamen  qualis  rediit,  Salaraine  relidla, 
In  Corum  atque  Eurum  folitus  fsevire  flagelHs, 
Barbarus,  ^olio  nunquam  hoc  in  carcere  paftbs  ?  ■    — 
Sed  qualis  rediit?  nempe  una  nave  cruentis 
Fludlibus,  ac  tarda  per  denfa  cadavera  prora.        Sat.  x. 
•f-  This  Prince,  to  diftinguifh  him  from  others  of  that  Name, 
was  called  Maxpo%Ej^  or  Longimanus,  upon  the  fuppos'd  Length 
of  his  Hands,  with  which  it  is  faid  that  he  could  have  touch'd 
his  Knees,  even  when  he  flood  up-right;  but  this  notwithftand- 
ing,  it  is  reported  of  him,  that  he  was  both  the  handfomeft  Per- 
fon  of  the  Age,  in  which  he  liv'd,  and  a  Prince  likewife  of  a 
very  mild  and  generous  Difpofition.     Prideaux''s  Connexion, 
Anno  465. 

■\  Our    learned  Uper  is  of  Opinion,  that   Darius    Hyjlafpes 
was  the  King  Ahafuerus,  who  marry 'd  EJlher,  viz.  That^/<7^ 
was  the  Vajhti^  and  Artyftona  the  EJlher  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
But  Herodotus  pofitively  tells  us,  that  Artyftona  was  the  Daughter 
of  Cyrus,  and  therefore   could  not  be  Efiher,  and   that  Atojfa 
had  four  Sons  by  Darius,  befides  Daughters,  all  born  to  him  af- 
ter he  was  King,  and  therefore   flie  could  not  be   that  Queen 
Vajhti,  who  was  divorc'd  from  the  King  her  Hufband  in  the 
third  Year  of  his  Reign,  EJiher  i.    3.  nor    he  th2X  AhafueruSf 
that  divorc'd  her.     Jofcph  Scaliger  is  likewife  of  Opinion,  that 
Xerxes  was  the  Ahajuerus,  and  Hameftris  his  Queen,  the  Efther 
of  the  Holy   Scriptures  :    But,  whatever   feeming    Similitude 
there  may  be  in  the  Names,  (and  this  is  the  whole  Foundation 
of  his  Conjefture)  'tis  plain  from  Herodotus,  that  Xerxes  had  a 
Son  by  Hameftris,  who  was  marriageable  in  the  feventh  Year  of 
his  Reign,  and  therefore  it  is  impoffible  that  he  ftiould  be  Efther  % 
becaufe  Efther  was  not   marry'd  to  Ahafuerus  until  the  feventh 
Year  of  his  Reign,  {Efther  ii.  16.)  and,confidering  that  the  Choice 
of  Virgins  was  made  for  him  in  the  fourth  of  his  Reign,  and  a 
whole  Year  employ 'd  in  their  Purif  cations ^  the  fooneft  that  ft)e 

could 


Chap.  II.     from  the  Babylomih  Captivity,  ^c.  475 

Upon  f  fome  Occafion  or  other,    Ahafuems  appointed  a    a.  M. 
folemn  Rejoicing  in  the  City  of  Shujhan  f,  which  lafted  for  5f„u  cS[f. 
an  hundred  and  eighty  Days ;  and  in  Conclufion  thereof,   529,  &c'. 
for  feven  Days  fucceffively  he  made  a  great  Feaft  for  all  the  from  Ezra 
Princes,   and  Governors  of  his  Provinces  j  as  the  Queen  ^;/>  ^°y^^^ 

^  Vajhtim'n.    Neh. 

and  Part  of 

co'-ild  have  a  Son  by  him,  mufl  be  in  the  fixth,  and  therefore  ^^^^^l^^ 
we  may  conclude,  (with  Jofephust  the  Sepruaginf,  and  the  Apo-  j^/v'n^ 
cryphal  Additions  to  the  Book  of  EJiher)  that  the  Ahafmrus  in  Artaxerxej 
Scripture  was  Artaxerxes    Longimanus^   and  EJiher  an  Hebrenu  (called  like- 
Virgin,  as  ihe  is  all  along  reprefented.     Prideaux\  Connexion, '^"(A  ^'['3'^"" 

Anno  465.  ^  „.    ,  .  ,.,,..        ^cahh'o^tm 

-j-  The  Occanon  of  this  great  Feltival  is,  very  likely,  intima-  vafhti. 
ted  to  us  in  the  Phrafe,    When  the  King  Ahafuerus  fat  on  the 
Throne  of  his  Kingdom,  Chap.  i.  2.  /.  e.  enjoying  Peace  and 
Tranquillity,  through  his  large  Dominions  ;  for  the  Hiftory  of 

his  Acceflion  to  the  Throne  is  this  : Xerxes,  his  Father, 

was  privately  murther'd  by  Artabanus,  Captain  of  his  Guard. 
He  coming  to  him  (who  was  then  but  the  third  Son)  made  him 
believe,  that  Darius,  his  eldefl:  Brother,  had  done  it,  to  make 
his  Way  to  the  Throne,   and  had  a  Defign  likewife  to  cut  him 
off,  to  fecure  himfelf  in  it.     This  Ahafuerus  believing,  went  im- 
mediately to  his  Brother's  Apartment,  and,  by  the  Affiftance  of 
the  wicked  Artabanus  and  his  Guards,   flew  him,  thinking  all 
the  while,  that  he  aded  but  in  his  own  Defence.     Artabanus'^ 
Drift  was  to  feize  on  the  Throne  himfelf;  but,  for  the  prefent, 
he  took  Ahafuerus,  and   plac'd  him  thereon,  with  a  Defign  to 
pull  him  down,  as  foon  as  Matters  were  ripe  for  his  own  Afcent : 
But  when  Ahafuerus  underllood  this  from  Magabyzus,   who  had 
marry'd  one  of  his  Sifters,  he  took  care  to  counterplot  Artaba- 
nus, and  to  cut  him  and  his  whole  Party  off,  before  his  Treafon 
was  come  to  Maturity ;  and  for  this,  and  fome  other  Succeffes 
againft  his  Brother  Hyjiafpes,  which  fettled  him  in  a  peaceable 
Poffeffion  of  the  whole  Perfian  Empire,  very  probably  it  was, 
that  3.fejiinjal  Seafon  of  above  an  Hundred  and  fourfcore  Days 
Continuance  was  appointed,  which,  even  to  this  Day,  (according 
to  fome  Travellers)   is  no  uncommon  Thing  in  thofe  Parts  of 
the  World.     Prideaux'%  Connection,  Anno  465,  and  Patrick's 
Commentary  on  EJiher,  Chap.  i. 

•\  Cyrus,  and  the  reft  of  the  Perfian  Kings,  after  the  Conqueft 
of  the  Medes,  (whofe  Country  lay  remote)  fettled  their  Royal 
Seat  at  Shujhan,  that  they  might  not  be  too  far  from  Babylon, 
and  made  it  the  Capital  of  Perfia.  It  ftood  upon  the  River 
Ulai,  and  was  a  Place  of  fuch  Renown,  that  Strabo  calls  it 
IIoAn'  u^to'Koyola.rny,  a  City  mojl  ^worthy  to  be  prais'd.  The 
whole  Country  about  it  was  wonderfully  fruitful,  producing  an 

hundred. 
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A.  M.  P'ajhti  t,  in  her  Apartment,  did  for  the  Ladies  of  the  beft 
Ant^'cfrift  D'fti"<^ion-  In  the  laft  Day  of  this  Feaft,  the  King,  either 
5*9,  &c. '  out  of  a  Frolick,  or  Fondnefs  to  his  Queen,  fent  feven  of 
From  Ezra  his  Chamberlains  to  condudt  her  into  his  Prefence,  that  he 
j^j^;  *Jj'^^  might  (hew  her  to  the  Company,  for  (he  was  extremely 
Efth.'Neh.  beautiful;  and  order'd,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  fhe  ftiould 
and  Part  of  come  with  the  Crown  on  her  Head. 

MdMaScbi'      '^"'^  ^^^  ^"  Order  fo  contrary  to  the  Ufage  of  the  Per- 

\^yry^'^anSi  and  fo  little  becoming  her  Dignity  and  high  Station  in 

Life,  that  rather  than  be  made  a  publick  Spectacle,  (he  ad- 

ventur'd  to  difobey  the  King's  Command  j  which  f  incens'd 

hini 

hundred,  and  fometimcs  two  hundred  Fold,  as  the  fame  Author 
informs  us,  lib.  xv.  Pliny  indeed  fuppofes,  that  Darius  Hyfiaf- 
fes  was  the  firft  Founder  of  it,  but  he  only  enlarged  and  beauti« 
fy'd  it  with  a  moft  magnificent  Palace,  which  Ariflotle  (in  his 
Book,  de  Mundo)  calls  QacviJuitTov  Bao-iXuoi;  olxoii,  a  'wonderful 
Royal  Palace,  _fi>ining  nvith  Gold,  Amber ^  and  Ivory.  Nor  is  it 
altogether  foreign  to  this  Purpofe,  what  our  learned  Lightfoot 
(de  Templo,  chap,  iii.)  tells  us,  'viz.  That  the  outix:ard  Gate  of 
the  Eaftern  Wall  of  the  Temple,  was  called  the  Gate  o/'Shu- 
Ihan,  and  had  the  Figure  of  that  City  carv'd  on  jt,  in  Acknow- 
ledgment of  the  Decree,  which  this  Darius  granted  in  that 
Place,  in  order  to  permit,  and  encourage,  the  Jews  to  rebuild 
their  Temple  at  Jerufalem.  Patrick's  Commentary  on  Ejiher, 
chap.  i.  and  Ca/met's  Dictionary,  under  the  Word  Zhujhan. 

-f-  It  has  been  a  great  Enquiry  among  the  Learned,  who  this 
Vajhti  was.  Thofe,  who  ijiake  the  Ahafuerus  in  Scripture  to 
be  Darius  the  Son  of  Hyjiafpes,  fuppofe  that  fhe  was  AtoJJa,  th^ 
Daughter  of  Cyrus,  who  was  firft  marry'd  to  Cambyfes,  her  owi^ 
Brother,  then  to  the  Magian,  who  would  have  pafs'd  for  Smer- 
dis,  and  laft  of  all>  to  Darius.  Others  fuppofe,  that  (he  was  the 
own  Sifter  of  Ahafuerus,  becaufe  the  Perf:ans,  in  thofe  Days,  made 
no  Scruple  of  thefe  JCind  of  Marriages  ;  though  there  is  much 
moreReafon  to  think,  that  before  her  Marriage,  there  had  been 
fuch  a  Colleflign  of  Virgins,  made  for  the  Ufe  of  the  King,  as 
was  before  EJiher'^s,  (this  is  imply'd  in  Chap.  ii.  ig.)  and  thaf 
having  the  good  Fortune  then  of  obtaining  the  Preference  in  the 
King's  Efteem,  (he  was  created  Queen  j  but  being  perhaps  a 
Woman  of  no  high  Defcent,  her  Family  ExtraAion,  for  that 
Reafon,  might  be  concealed.  Calmet's  Didionary,  under  the 
Name. 

■f  The  ExprelTion  in  the  Text  is,  That  the  King  nuas  (very 
luroth,  and  his  Anger  burned  in  him,  Efther  i.  I  2.  It  was  more 
immoderate,  becaufe  his  Blood  was  heated  with  Wine,  whic}i 
raadc  his  PaiEon  too  ftrong  for  his  Reafon ;  otherwife  he  would 

not 
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him  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that,  t  advifing  with  his  Counfellors,     A.  M. 
in  what  Manner  he  was  to  punifti  her  for  this  publick  Af-  AJt!'chrift. 
front,  he  came  to  this  Refolution,    (which    was  afterwards   529,  &>.* 
pafs'd  into  an  irreverfible  Decree)  that,  for  Fear  that  Fa/hti's  ^ '■°'"  E"=» 
ill  Example  (hould  encourage  other  Women  to  contemn,  and  e^/*  3°^^* 
difobey  their   Hufbands,   {he  ftiould  be  depos'd  from    hcrEfth.'Neh. 
Royal  Dignity,   and   an  Order    be   iflu'd  out,   for  the  ma-  ^"^  ^^'^  °^ 
king  a  Colleaion  of  the  faireft  Virgins,   in  every  Province  SMafacS*. 
through  the  whole  Empire,   that,   out  of  them,    one  might  {y^\/'\J 
be  chofen,  whom  the  King  fliould  like  beft  to  be  Queen,  in 
the  Room  of  the  divorc'd  Fajhti. 

At  this  Time  there  liv'd  at  Shujhan  a  certain  Jm)  oi  the  And  marrin 
Tribe  of  Benjamin^  nam'd  Mordecal,  a  Defcendant  of  thofe,  Efther,  in  a 
who  had  been  carry'd  Captive  to  Babylon  with  Jehoiachim^ TuiMaln'tr. 
King  of  Judahi    and   by  his  Attendance  at  {e)  the  King's 
Gate,  feems  to  have  been  one  of  f  the  Porters  of  the  Roy- 
al 

not  have  thought  it  decent  for  the  Queen,  nor  fafe  for  himfelf, 
to  have  her  Beauty  (which  was  very  great)  expos'd  in  this  un- 
ufual  Manner  j  efpecially,  if  there  be  any  Thing  in  what  the 
Je^jcijh  Targum  feems  to  fuggeft,  viz.  That  he  commanded  her 
to  be  brought  quite  naked,  that  her  comely  Proportion  might 
be  feen,  as  well  as  her  Face.  Patrick's  Commentary  on  Efihtr, 
chap.  i. 

f  The  Words,  in  our  Tranflation,  are,  the  ivife  Men,  who 
kne'w  the  Times,  Chap.  i.  1  3.  And  from  hence  fome  have  ob- 
ferv'd,  that,  as  the  Perjtan  Kings  did  nothing  without  their 
Magi,  who  were  great  Pretenders  to  Aftrology,  Men  of  this 
Sort  were  called,  to  know  whether  it  was  a  proper  Time  to  fet 
about  the  Thing,  which  the  King  might  have  then  in  his  Mind. 
For  fuch  was  the  Superftition  of  the  Eajiern  People,  that  (as  the 
Satyriji  remarks) 

■»■  '  ■    ■■•  Quicquid 
Dixerit  Aftrologus,  credent  a  fonte  relatum 
Ammonis.  Juven.  Sat.  vi. 

The  Explication  however,  which  Fitritiga  gives  us  of  the  ori- 
ginal Words,  Jodehe  hahitim,  is  far  from  being  improper,  <vi%. 
That  they  were  Men  well  vers'd  in  antient  Hiftories,  and  in  the 
Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  their  Country,  and  were  therefore  able  to 
give  the  King  Counfel  in  all  extraordinary  and  perplex'd  Cafes, 
as  this  certainly  was,  Patrick'^  and  he  Clerc'i  Commentary  on 
EJlher  i. 

(e)  Either  ii.  ig. 

f  But  perhaps  he  might  have  been  an  Officer  of  an  higher 
Rank,  becaufe  it  was  an  Order  inllituted  by  Cyrus,  (as  Xenophon 
in  his  Cyropftd.  Lib.  viii.  imforms  us)  that  all  Perfons  whatever, 

who 
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A.  M.  al  Palace.  He,  having  no  Children  of  his  own,  bred  up 
Ant^ci^if!  ^^^^JT^^  t>  his  Uncle's  Daughter,  who,  being  a  very 
529,  &c.  beautiful  young  Woman,  among  other  Virgins,  was  made 
From  Ezra  choice  of  upon  this  Occafion.  As  foon  as  fhe  was  carry 'd 
v'^J'  In *^^  fo  Court,  flie  was  committed  to  the  Care  of  an  Ewiuch, 
Efth.  Neh.  who  was  to  havc  the  Cultody  of  thefe  Virgins,  and  by  her 
and  Part  of  fweet  and  engaging  Behaviour,  made  herfelf  fo  acceptable 
SdMafachi! '°  ^'"^'  ^^^^  ^^  aflign'd  her  the  heft  Apartment  in  the 
^,y^">>^  Houfe  appointed  for  their  Habitation,  and  gave  her  a  Pre- 
ference in  other  Matters  before  all  the  reft  of  the  Virgins. 

It  was  the  Cuftom,  at  this  Time,  that  every  Virgin, 
thus  taken  into  the  Palace  for  the  King's  Ufe,  was  to  go 
through  f  a  Courfe  of  Purification^  by  Tweet  Oils  and  Per- 
fumes, for  a  whole  Year ;  which  when  Hadajfah  had  done, 
and  fo  prepar'd  herfelf  for  the  King's  Bed,  the  King  was  fo 

highly 

who  had  any  Employment  at  Court,  fhould  attend  at  the  Palace- 
Gate,  (where  there  was,  doubtlefs,  a  proper  Waiting-Koom  for 
their  Reception)  that  they  might  be  in  Readinefs,  whenever 
they  were  wanted,  or  called  for  :  And  that  this  Cuftom  was 
afterwards  continu'd,  we  may  learn  from  Herodotus,  .lib.  iii.  c. 
1 20.     Le  Clerc^  Commentary  on  EJiher,  Chap.  ii. 

f  This  Woman  was  horn  in  Babylon,  and  therefore,  in  Ana- 
logy to  that  Language,  they  gave  her  the  Name  of  Hadajfah, 
which,  in  Chaldee,  fignifies  a  Myrtle ;  but  her  Per/ian  Nahie 
was  Efiher,  which  feme  (a  little  incongruoufly)  derive  from 
'Ar>)p>  a  Star,  and  others  from  Satar,  which  fignifies  hidden, 
becaufe  fhe  was  concealed  in  MordecaVs  Houfe  ;  or  rather,  be- 
caufe  her  Nation  was  concealed,  and  fhe  not  known,  until  Mor- 
decat%  Merit  and  Services  to  the  Crown  came  to  be  rewarded. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

■f-  The  Reafon  is  aflign'd  in  the  following  Verfe,  for  their 
being  kept  fo  long  in  this  Courfe,  njiz.  that  for  fix  Months 
they  might  be  anointed  with  the  Oil  of  Myrrh,  which,  befides 
the  Fragrancy  of  its  Smell,  was  good  to  make  the  Skin  foft  and 
fmooth,  and  clear  it  from  all  Manner  of  Scurf ;  and  for  fix 
more,  v^kh  fweet  Odours,  which  in  thefe  hot  Countries,  were 
neceifary  to  take  away  all  ill  Scents,  and  (as  fome  think)  to 
make  the  Body  more  vigorous.  •  But  befides  this,  there  might 
be  fomething  of  State  in  making  thofe  VaflTals  (for  fuch  they 
were  accounted)  wait,  before  they  were  admitted  to  the  Ho- 
nour of  the  King's  Bed  ;  and  fomething  of  Precaution  too,  ia 
keeping  them  feclufe  for  fo  long  a  Time,  that  the  King  might 
be  fatisfy'd,  that  he  was  not  impos'd  upon  by  a  Child  begotten 
by  any  other  Man.  i*«/r/f/t'5  Commentary,  and  i'w/'s  Anno-^ 
lations  on  j^/i'^r  ii.  12. 
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highly  delighted  with  her,  that,    intending  to  make  her  f    ^:  ^^ 
more  than  a  Concubine,   he  continu'd  her  in  his  own  Palace,  Ami"chrff. 
and,  in  a  fhort  Time,   fet  the   Royal  Diadem    upon  her  <;2^',  &c.' 
Head,  and  made  her  Queen  in  the  Room  oiVaJhti.     Thefjon^Ezra 
Nuptials    were   celebrated     with   great  Magnificence.     A  £  J'.  ^°|, 
fplendid  Entertainment  was  made,  which,  in  Honour  to  theEflh.  Neh. 
new  .^wf^w,  was  called   £/?/;^r's  Feaft,    (for   that  was  the  J^^^^  P^^*^«^ 
Ferfian  Name  which  had  lately  been  given  her)  and  the  ^^^l^f^j^^hi! 
King,  upon  this  joyful  Oceafion,  not  only  gave  t  rich  Pre-  ^^yc^j 
fents  to  the  Queen,  and  LargefTes  to  the  Guefts,  but  grant- 
ed Pardons  likewife   to    his  Subje(Ss,  and  a  Relaxation  of 
Tribute  for  fome  Time  to  all  the  Provinces  of  his  Domi- 
nions. 

At  EJihers  firft  going  to  Court,  Mordecai  had  given  her  Hamaa'^/c. 
a  ftria  Caution,    not  to  dilcover  that  ftie  was  a  Jew^    left'^j"^^^^^- 
the  King  fhould    defpife   her  for   being  a  CV?/>/«W,    which  decai,«»/i/L 
(he  carefully    obferv'd ;    and  he,     for    the   fame  Reafon,  King's  De- 
conceal'd   his    Relation    to    her,   contenting   himfelf  with^JP'"'-^ 
the   little  Employment  he  had  at  Court,   until  a  more   fa- 
vourable Opportunity  (hould  prefent  itfelf.     In   the    mean 

Time, 

-f-  According  to  this  Account  of  Things,  this  Perjian  Mo- 
narch fecms  to  have  had  but  one  Wife,  at  leaft,  but  one  in  cliief 
Favour  and  Efteem  with  him,  though  ii  is  certain,  he  could  not 
fail  of  having  an  infinite  Nu;nber  oi  fecondary  Wivts,  ox  Con- 
cubines. This  was  the  Name  of  every  one,  that  was  taken  from 
among  the  Virgins,  (who  had  a  feparate  Houfe  for  themfelves) 
and  conduced  to  the  King's  Bed;  where  having  pafs'd  a  Night, 
Ihe  return'd  no  more  to  the  Virgin's  Apartments,  but  was,  the 
next  Morning,  receiv'd  into  the  Houfe  of  the  Concubines,  and 
there  treated  in  the  State  and  Port  of  one  of  the  King's  Wives  ; 
far  fuch  they  were  accounted.  No  Man  was  permitted  to  marry 
them,  as  long  as  the  King  liv'd  j  and,  upon  his  Demife,  they 
generally  fell  to  his  Succeffor.  Of  thefe  Darius  Nothus  is  rec- 
kon'd  to  have  had  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  and  fixty.  Pool's 
Annotations. 

f  The  Manner  of  the  Perjian  King  was,  to  give  his  Queens, 
at  their  Marriage,  fuch  a  City  to  buy  them  Clothes  ;  another, 
for  their  Hair  ;  another,  for  their  Necklaces ;  and  fo  on  for  the 
reft  of  their  Expences.  And,  as  it  was  cuftomary  for  him,  (ac- 
cording to  the  Teftimony  of  Herodotus)  upon  his  Acceffion  to  the 
Throne,  to  remit  the  Tribute  that  was  due  to  him  from  all  the 
Cities ;  fo  he  might,  upon  this  Oceafion,  out  of  his  abundant 
Joy,  make  a  Releafe  to  the  Provinces,  and  forgive  them  fome 
of  the  Duties  and  Imports,  ^hat  they  were  bound  to  pay  him. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 
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A.  M.  Time,  he  had  the  good  Fortune  to  difcover  a  Confpi- 
Xt.^ciSf!  r^^y»  ^^'^^  t  ^^°  °^  '^^'  King's  Chamberlains  were  form- 
529,  (£fc.  ing  againft  his  Life.  This  he  communicated  to  the  Queen, 
From  Ezra  and  the  Queen  acquainted  the  King  with  it  in  Mordecai's 
En/"  aV'"'^^'"^'  ^"  ^^^^  ^^^  Confpirators  were  fciz'd,  conviaed,  and 
Efth,'  Nth,  executed  :  But,  though  the  whole  Affair  was  recorded  in  the 
and  Part  of  Perfian  Annals,  yet  Mordecaiy  for  the  prefcnt,  was  no 
"dMafachi!  ^^^^  thought  on,  until  his  Merit  and  great  Services  came 
^yry\^  to  be  remember 'd,  upon  this  Occafion. 

HJMANy  an  Amalekitei  of  the  Pofterity  oi  ylgag^ 
King  of  Amalek^  in  the  Time  of  5<7«/,  was  become  the 
King's  chief  Favourite,  and  all  the  Servants  at  Court  were 
ordered  to  fhew  him  great  Refpedt  and  Reverence;  which 
every  one  readily  did,  except  Mordecaiy  who,  upon  his  paf- 
fing  to  and  fro,  took  no  Manner  of  Notice  of  him.  *  This 
fo  exafperated  the  proud  Jmalekite^  that,  being  inform'd 
that  Mordeca'i  was  a  'Jew^  he  was  refolv'd,  in  Revenge  of 
the  Affront,  not  to  deftroy  him  only,  but  his  whole  Nation 
■with  him  :  But,  becaufe  there  might  be  fome  Danger  in  fo 
bold  an  Undertaking,  he  called  together  his  Diviners^  to 
find  out  what  Day  would  be  moft  lucky  for  his  putting  his 
Defign  in  Execution. 

The  Way  of  Divination,  then  in  Ufe  among  the  Eajt- 
ern  People,  was  by  calling  Lots  ;  and  therefore,  having 
try'd,  in  this  Manner,  firft  each  Month,  and  then  each 
Day  in  every  Month,  they  came  at  laft  to  a  Determination, 

that 

f  Thefe  were  two  great  Men,  who  perhaps  kept  the  Door  of 
the  King's  Bed-Chamber,  and,  being  either  inccns'd  at  the  Di- 
vorce of  Vnjhti,  (whofe  Creatures  they  were)  or  at  the  Ad- 
vancement oi  EJlher,  who,  in  all  Probability,  would  raife  her 
Kinfman  Mordecai  to  a  Superiority  over  them,  took  Difguft 
thereat,  and  fo  refolv-d  to  revenge  themfelves  on  the  King  for 
it.     Prideaux'i  Connexion,  and  Patrick\  Commentary. 

•  Jofephus  tells  us,  that  Haman,  taking  notice  of  this  Singu- 
larity in  Mordecai,  afk'd  him,  What  Countryman  he  was  ?  And 
finding  him  to  be  a  Jew,  broke  out  into  a  violent  Exclamation 
at  the  Infolence  of  fuch  a  Scoundrel,  that,  when  all  the  Native* 
of  the  free  born  Perjians  made  no  Difficulty  of  doing  him  that 
Honour,  this  Slave  of  a  Jeiv  fhould  prefume  to  affront  him  ; 
and  in  this  Rage,  he  took  up  a  dcfperate  Refolution,  not  only 
to  be  reveng'd  of  Mordecai,  but  to  deftroy  the  whole  Race  of 
ye<zvs  likewife  :  Weil  remembering,  that  his  Anceftors,  the 
Amalekitei,  had  been  formerly  beaten  out  of  their  Land,  and 
Utterly  exterminated  by  the  'Je'Wi,  Jewifh.  Antiq.  lib.  xi.  c.  6. 
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that  t  the  thirteenth   Day  of  the   twelfth  Month,  which   13    A.  M. 
called    Mar,    would    be    moft    fortunate  for  his   Defign.  J^^t^'^!^^':}:^ 
Whereupon  he  went  to  the    King,  and,    having  infinuated ';29i  &c.  ' 
to  him,  "  That  there   were  a  certain  People  difpers'd   all  from  Ezra 
"  over  his  Empire^  who  called  themfelves  Jews,  and  who,  ^^'^J\  ^°^^^'^ 
**  having  Laws  and   Ordinances  of  their    own,  defpis'd  all  Efth.'  Neh. 
*'  his  Edicts  and  Injundtions  ;  that  their  Principles,  in  fhort,  and  Pa"  of 
«  tended  to  the  Difturbance  of  the  good  Order  of  his  Go- f  Jjjj" J^"j|]' 
*'  vernment,  and  the  Breach  of  all  Uniformity  ;   that,  upon  ^.^""^^^ 
*'  thefe  Accounts,  it  was  not  confiftent  with  the   Rules  of 
**  Policy,  to  allow  them  any  farther  Toleration ;  and  there- 
*'  fore  he  propos'd,  that  they  (hould  be  deftroy'd,  and  ex- 
*'  tirpated  all  out  of  the  Empire  of  Perfia  ;  and,  left    the 
*'  Lofs  of  fo  many  Subjeds  ftiould  be  thought  a  Diminu- 
*'  tion  of  the  King's  Revenue,  he  propos'd  to  make  up  the 
**  Defedl  out  of  his  own  private  Fortune."     The  King  was 
eafy   enough  to  be   wrought    upon  by  this  Court-Minion  ; 
who,  having  obtain'd  his  royal  Confent,  order'd  the  Secre- 
taries of  State  *  to  form  a  Decree  purfuant  hereunto,  which, 

when 

f  It  was  in  the  firft  Month  in  the  Year,  when  Haman  began 
to  caft  Lots,  and  the  Time,  for  the  Execution  of  the  Jeujs, 
was,  by  thefe  Lots,  delay'd  until  the  laft  Month  in  the  Year; 
which  plainly  fhews.  That  thd'  the  Lot  be  cajl  into  the  Lap,  yet 
the  nuhole  difpojing  thereof  is  from  the  Lord,  Prov.  xvi.  33.  For 
hereby  almoft  a  whole  Year  interven'd  between  the  Defign  and 
its  Execution,  which  gave  Time  for  Mordecai  to  acquaint  Queen 
Either  with  it,  and  for  her  to  intercede  with  the  King  for  the 
revoking  or  fufpending  the  Decree,  and  thereby  difappointing 
the  Confpira.-y  :  For  we  can  hardly  think,  (what  Le  Clerc  fug- 
gefts)  that  Haman  gave  the  fenvs  all  this  Time,  that  they  might 
make  their  Efcape  out  of  the  Kir.gdom,  and  not  ftay  to  be  (lain, 
which  poffibly  might  bring  an  Odium  upon  himfelf,  when  ic 
came  to  be  known  by  whofe  Inrtigation  this  Majfacre  was  com- 
mitted.  Patrick\  and  Le  Clerc's  Commentaries. 

*  The  Decree  itfelf  (according  to  Jofephm)  was  to  this 
EfFeft. . 

'*  The  great  King  Artaxerxes,  to  the  hundred  and  fcven  and 
**  tnuenty  Go'vernors  of  the  Provinces,  betvjeen  India  and  JS.- 
"   thiopia,  greeting. 

"  Whereas  it  hath  pleas'd  God  to  give  me  the  Command   of 
"  fo  many  Nations,  and  a  Dominion  over  the  reft  of  the  World, 
"  as  large  as  I  myfelf  defire,  I  being   refolv'd   to  do  nothing. 
Vol.  iV.  H  h  "  chac 
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A.  M.  when  it  was  fign'd,  he  fent  f  by  Pofts  to  all  Lieutenants, 
Ant^  c£?ft  ^"^  Governors  of  Provinces,  with  ftridl  Charge  to  deftroy, 
Kz^\&c.  '  and 

From  Ezra 

*v'T  ^°y}^^  "  that  may  be  tyrannical,  or  grievous  towards  my  People,  and 

Efth.'  Neh.   "  ^°  ^^^^  ^  gentle  and  eafy  Hand  over  them,  with  an  Eye  more 

and  Part  of  "  efpecially  to  the  Prefervation  of  their  Peace  and  Liberties, 

Hagg.  Zech.  "  and  to  fettle  them  in  a  State  of  Tranquillity    and  Happinefs, 

andR^^lachi. «  ^ot  to  be  fhaken  :  All  this  I  have   taken  into  mature   Deli- 

^^w^f  •«  beration  ;  and,  being  given  to  underftand  by  my  trufty  and 

"  wellbelov'd  Friend  and  Cpunfellor,if«»»««,  a  Perfon  of  a  tried 

**  Faith,  Prudence,  and  Juftice,  and,  whom  I  efteem  above  all 

•'  others,  that  there  is  a  Mixture  of  a  Sort  of  inhuman  People  a- 

*'  mong  my  Subjeds,  that  take  upon  them  to  govern  by  their  own 

"  Laws,  and  to  prefcribe  Ways  to  themfelves,  in  Contempt  of 

*'  publick  Order  and  Government  ;  Men  deprav'd  both  in  their 

"  Cuftoms,  and  in  their  Manners,  and   Enemies  not   only  to 

••  Monarchy,  but  to  the  Methods  of  our  Royal  Adminiftration  : 

•'  This  is  therefore  to  will  and  require,  that,  upon  Notice  gi- 

*'  ven  you,  by  Haman  (who  is  to  me  as  a  Father)   of  the  Per- 

^*  fons  intended  by  this  my  Proclamation,  you  put  all  the  faid 

**  Perfons,  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  to  the  Sword,  with- 

•'  out  any  Commiferation  or   Favour,  in   a  ftrift  Purfuance  of 

•'  my  Decree.     And  it  is  my  further  Command,  that    you  put 

"  this    in  Execution    upon  the  thirteenth  Day  of  the   twelfth 

*'  Month  of  the  prefent   Year,  to   make  but  one  Day's  Work 

*'  of  the  Deftrudion  of  all  mine,  and  your,  Enemies,  in  order 

"  to  a  future  Peace,  and   Security   of  all  our  Lives  after." 

Jeivijh  Antiq.  lib.  xi.  c.  6. 

f  The  firft  Inllitution  of  Pofls  is  generally  afcrib'd  to  the 
Terfians  ;  for  the  Kings  of  Perjta,  (as  Diodorus  Sicu/us,  lib.  xix. 
obferves)  that  they  might  have  Intellgence  of  what  pafs'd  in  all 
the  Provinces  of  their  vaft  Dominions,  plac'd  Centinels  on  E- 
minencies,  at  convenient  Diftances  where  Towers  were  built,  and 
thefe  Centinels  gave  Notice  of  publick  Occurrences  to  one  ano- 
ther, with  a  very  loud  and  Ihrill  Voice,  by  which  Means, 
News  was  tranfmitted  from  one  Extremity  of  the  Kingdom  to 
the  other,  with  great  Expedition.  But  as  this  could  be  pradlis'd 
only  in  the  Cafe  of  general  News,  which  might  be  communi- 
cated to  the  whole  Nation ;  Cy7-us  (as  Xenophon  relates,  Cyropad. 
lib.  viii.)  fet  up  Couriers,  Places  for  Poft  Horfes  on  all  High- 
Roads,  and  Offices,  where  they  might  deliver  their  Packets  to 
one  another.  This,  fays  our  Author,  they  did  Night  and 
Day  ;  fo  that  no  Rain  or  hard  Weather  being  to  flop  them,  in 
the  Judgment  of  many,  they  went  fafter  than  Cranes  could 
fly.  The  like  is  faid  by  Herodotus,  lib.  viii.  And  he  acquaints 
us  farther,  that  Xerxes,  in  his  famous  Exptdijion  againft  Greece, 

planted 
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and  caufe  to  be  killed,  all  the  Jezvsy  of  whatever   Sex  or    A*  m. 
Condition,    both    young    and    old,    that   were  any   where  j^47S.  ^C' 
within  their  Jurifdi<Stion,  on    the  thirteenth  of  Mar  fol- ^"^'^  ^"/ 

lowing.  From  Ezra 

Th2  Publication  of  this  horrid  Decree    occafion'd    ^n'^-J-  ^°^^'' 
univerfal  Grief  and  Lamentation,  wherever  the  Jews  inha-  Efth.'  Neh. 
bited  ;  and,  in  the  City  of  f  Shujhan^  (which  was  not  well  and  Pan  of 
pleas'd  with  it)  Mordecai  in  particular  having  put  on  Sack-  ^^fh  f^^Jj.* 
cloth,  and  cover'd    his  Head  with  Alhes,  went   along  the  ^^/r-^f^sji 

H   h    2  Streets,  Mordecai 

puts  S^ueen 

planted  Ports  from  the  ^gean  Sea  to  Shujhan,  at  certain  Dif-  ^^^^'jj"^'^ 
tances,  as  far  as  a  Horfe  could  ride  with  Speed,  that  thereby  he  ^vitk  the 
might  fend  notice  to  his  capital  City,  of  whatever  might  hap- Ar/»j. 
pen  in  his  Army.  The  Greeks  borrow'd  the  Ufe  of  Polls  from 
the  Perjians ;  and,  in  Imitation  of  them,  called  them  uyyocfoi. 
Among  the  Romans,  Auguftus  was  the  Perfon,  who  fet  up  pub- 
lick  Pofts,  who  at  firft  were  Running-Fou/wz^«,  but  were  after- 
wards chang'd  into  Poll-Chariots,  and  Horfes,  for  the  greater 
Expedition.  Adrian  improv'd  upon  this  ;  and  having  reduc'd 
the  Polls  to  great  Regularity,  difcharg'd  the  People  from  the 
Obligation  they  were  under  before,  of  furnifhing  Horfes  and 
Chariots.  With  the  Empire,  the  Ufe  of  Pofts  declin'd.  About 
the  Year  807,  Charlemaigne  endeavour'd  to  rellore  them,  but 
his  Defign  was  not  profecuted  by  his  SucceJJors.  In  France, 
Lenuis  XI,  fet  up  Polls  at  two  Leagues  Diftance  through  the 
Kingdom.  In  Germany,  Count  Taxis  fet  them  up,  and  had,  for 
his  Recompence,  in  1616,  a  Grant  of  the  Office  of  Pofl-maf- 
ter-General,  to  himfelf,  and  his  Heirs  for  ever.  Above  eight 
hundred  Years  ago,  Couriers  were  fet  up  in  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire ;  and,  at  this  Time,  there  are  fome  among  the  Chinefe  ; 
but  their  Appointment  is  only  to  carry  Orders  from  the  King, 
and  the  Governors  of  Provinces,  and,  in  a  Word,  for  pubiick 
Affairs,  and  thofe  of  the  greateft  Confequence.  Ca/met^&  Dic- 
tionary under  the  Word. 

-f-  Not  only  the  'Je-ws,  but  a  great  many  others  in  Shufhan, 
might  be  concern'd  at  this  horrid  Decree,  either  becaufe  they 
were  related  to  them,  or  engag'd  with  them  in  worldly  Con- 
cerns, or  perhaps,  out  of  mere  Humanity  and  Compaffion  to  fo 
vaft  a  Number  of  innocent  People,  now  appointed  as  Sheep  for 
the  Slaughter.  They  might  apprehend  likcwife,  that,  upon 
the  Execution  of  cue  Decree,  fome  Sedition  or  Tumult  might 
enfue  ;  that,  in  fo  great  a  Slaughter,  it  was  hard  to  tell,  who 
would  efcape,  without  being  killed  or  plunder'd,  becaufe  thofe, 
who  were  employ 'd  in  this  bloody  Work,  would  be  more  mind- 
ful to  enrich  themfelves,  than  to  obferve  their  Orders.  Voafi 
Annotations,  and  Patrick^  and  he  Ckrc\  Commentaries. 
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A.  M.  Streets,  +  bemoaning  his  and  his  Countrymen's  hard  Fate, 
3A75.  ^"5-  even  until  he  came  to  the  Palace-Gate  ;  which  when  the 
tap,  '^c'.  '  Queen  underftood,  and  fent  to  enquire  the  Caufe,  he  re- 
From  Ezra  tum'd  her  a  Copy  of  the  King's  Decree,  whereby  (he 
iv.  7.  to  the  fnjght  plainly  perceive,  what  Mifchief  was  intended  againft 
Xfth!  Neh.  all  the  Nation,  unlefs,  by  a  timely  Interceflion  with  the 
and  Part  of  King,  flic  would  endcavour  *  to  prevent  it. 
"      "  ^  ESTHER, 

•f-  The  latter  '^Targum,  upon  the  Book  of  EJlher^  gives  ns 
this  Account  of  Mordecai^  Behaviour  upon  this  fad  Occafion, 
ntiz.  That  in  the  Midft  of  the  Streets,  he  made  his  Complaint, 
faying,   What  an  hea'vy  Decree  is  this,  'which  the  King  and  Ha.- 
man  ha've  pa/s'J,  not  againji  a    Part  of  us,  but  againjl  us   all, 
to  root  us  out  of  the  Earth  !  Whereupon,  all   the  Je^s  flock'd 
about   him,  and,    having  caus'd  the   Book  of  the  Latu  to  be 
brought  to  the  Gate  of  Shujhan,  he,  being  cover'd  with  Sack- 
cloth, read  therein  thefe  Words  out  of  Deut.  iv.  30.  31.  When 
thou  art  in  Tribulation,  and  all  thefe  Things    are  come  upon  thee, 
in  the  latter  Days,  if  thou  turn  to  the  Lord  thy  God,  andjhalt  be 
obedient  to  his  Voice,  (for  the  Lord  thy  God  is  a  merciful  God)  h^ 
nvill  not  forfake  thee,   nor  d^flroy  thee,    nor  forget  the  Covenant  of 
thy  Fathers,  nvhich  he  /hjuare  unto  them  :   After   which   he  ex- 
horted them   to    Falling,  Humiliation,    and  Repentance,    ac- 
cording  to  the  Example  of   the  Ninevites.     Fatricfs   Com- 
mentary. 

*  Ever  fmce  the    Reign  of  Dejoces,  King    of  Media,   Hero- 
dotus, lib  i.    informs  us,  that,  for  Prefervation   of  Royal  Ma- 
jefly,  it  was  enafled,  "  That  no  one  ftiould  be   admitted   into 
"  the  King's  Prefence,  but  that,  if  he  had  any  Bufmefs  with 
*'  him,  he  (hould    tranfadl  it  by    the  Intercourfe  of  his  Mi- 
"  nifters."     The  Cultom  pafs'd  from  the  Medes  to  the  Perfians, 
and  therefore  we  find  it   in  the  fame  Hillorian,  lib.   iii.   that, 
after   the  feven    Perfian  Princes   had   killed    the  Magian,  who 
had  ufurp'd  the  Throne,  they  came  to  this  Agreement,  that 
whoever   (hould    be  elected    King,  (hould  allow  the  others    to 
have   at   all   Times  a  ready  Accefs  to  his   Prefence,  (which  is 
an  Implication,  that  they    had   it  not  before)   whenever  they 
fhould  defire  it,  except  only   when  he  was  accompanying  with 
any   of  his    Wives.     This  therefore    was   the  antient  Law    of 
the  Country,  and  not  procur'd    by  Haman,  as  fome    imagine  .; 
tho'  it  cannot  be  deny'd,   but  that  the  Reafon  of  the  Law  at  firft 
might  be,  not  only  the  Prefervation  of  the  Majeily,  and  Safety  of 
the  King's  Perfon,  but  a  Contrivance  likewife  of  the  great  Officers 
of  State,  that  they  might   engrofs  the  King    to  thcmlelves,  by 
allowing   Admittance   to   none,     but    whoiji  they   (hould  think 
proper  to  introduce.     PWs  Annotations/ and  i.f  CA/r'a  Com- 
mentary. 
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E  STHE  Ry  at  firft,  excus'd  herfelf  from  engaging  in  A.  m. 
^his  Affair,  becaufe  an  Ordinance  was  pafs'd,  inhibiting  any  J^^^^^.^^'^/j: 
Perfon,  whether  Man  or  Woman,  upon  Pain  of  Death,  ^29^  &c.' 
from  approaching  the  King's  Prefence  jvithout  a  fpecial  Ff>^m  Ezra 
Order.  But  when  he  return'd  her  in  Anfwer,  "  That  the  '^'J:  '^j'*'* 
*'  Decree  extended  to  the  whole  ym(/Z>  Nation,  without  Efth.' Neh. 
"  any  Exception  ;  that,  if  it  came  to  Execution,  fhe  muft  and  Part  of 
*-  expert  to  efcape  no  more  than  the  relt ;  that,  God  very  ^^^^:  f^'i;* 

/•,  1    1  1  •  J  1    1  1  r         /-^  r  andMalachi. 

*'  probably  rais  d  her  to  her  prdent  Lrro^tnels,  on  pur-  ,,yr-^-N,^ 
**  pofe  that  {he  might  fave  and  protedl  his  People  :  but  that 
"  if  fhe  neglected  to  do  this,  and  their  Deliverance  fliould 
"  come  fome  other  way,  then  fhould  fhe,  and  her  Father's 
*'  Houfe,  by  the  righteous  and  jufl  Judgment  of  God,  moft 
*'  certainly  perifh  :"  Which  fo  rous'd  her  drooping  Courage, 
that  fhe  fent  him  Word  again,  that  he  and  all  the  Jews 
in  Shujhan  fhould  f  faft  for  her  three  Days  (as  fhe  herfelf  in- 
tended to  do)  and  ofFer  up  their  humble  Supplications  to 
God,  that  he  would  profper  her  in  fo  hazardous  an  Under- 
taking, and  then  ihe  would  not  fail  to  addrefs  the  King^ 
tho'  it  were  at  the  utmoft  Peril  of  her  Life. 

The  People  fafled,  as  fhe  had  enjoin'd  them  j  and,  on 
the  third  Day,  {he  drefs'd  herfelf  in  her  royal  Apparel,  and 
f  went  toward  the  Room,  where  the  King  was  fitting  up- 
on his  Throne  in  the  inner  Part  of  the  Palace.  Upon  the 
firfl  Sight  of  her,  he  held  out  his  golden  Sceptre,  (a  Token, 
that  he  pardon'd  her  Prefumption,  and  fpar'd  her  Life)  and 
then  afk'd  her,  what  the  Requefl  was,  that  fhe  had  to  make 
to  him.  At  the  Extertfion  of  this  Favour,  fhe  approach'd 
H  h  3  nearer, 

•j-  This  is  not  to  be  underftood,  as  if  the  People  were  to  take 
no  Manner  of  Suftenance  for  three  Days,  becaufe  few  or  none 
could  undergo  that,  but  only,  either  that  they  fhould  abflain 
from  all  Delicacies,  and  content  themfelves  with  coarfe  Fare,  as 
Jofephus  expounds  it,  or  that  they  fhould  make  no  fet  Meals  of 
Dinner  or  Supper  in  their  Families,  but  eat  and  drink  no  more 
than  would  fuffice  to  fuftain  Nature,  and  fupport  them  in  Prayer 
to  God  for  a  Bleffing  upon  her  Undertaking.  Patrick^  and 
Le  Chrc\  Commentaries. 

\  But  firft,  fays  the  latter  Tar  gum,  fhe  made  a  folemn  Prayer 
to  God,  with  many  Tears,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  dreG'd,  faying, 
Thou  art  the  great  God,  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  /jW  Jacob, 
the  God  of  my  Father  Benjamin  f  a/  thou  didjl  deliver  Hananiah, 
Mifhael,  and  Azariah  out  of  the  fiery  Furnace,  and  Daniel  y>0OT 
the  Lion  5  Den,  fo  deli'ver  me  nonjj  out  of  the  Hand  of  the  King, 
end  give  mi  Grace  und  Faijour  in  his  Eyes,  &c. 
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A.  M.  nearer,  and  having  touch'd  f  the  End  of  his  Sceptre,  only 
Am^'ch^ft.  defir'd,   that    he  and  Hanian   would  come  to  a  Banquet, 

529,  (3c.  which  Ihe  had  prepar'd  for  him.  Haman^  who  happen'd 
From  Ezra  then  to  be  abfent,  was  called  to  attend  the  King ;  and 
En/'  a'^U  ^  when  the  King  and  he  were  at  the  Banquet,  he  afk'd  her  a- 
Efth.  Neh.  gain  concerning  her  Petition,  promifing  that  he  would  grant 
and  Pa,t  of  jj  jjgr   cvcn  Were  it  to  extend  to  Half  his  Kingdom :  But  f 

Hagg.  Zech.  '  Vi 

-j-  A  Sceptre  was  the  Enfign  of  the  bigheft  and  moft  abfolute 
Authority  ;  and  therefore  fome  have  obferv'd,  that  when  Mor- 
decai  was  advanced  to  the  greateft  Dignity  next  the  King,  hav- 
ing the  Royal  Robes  on,  and  other  Enfigns  of  Royal  Dignity, 
no  Mention  is  made  of  any  Sceptre,  for  that  was  proper  and  pe- 
culiar to  the  King;  and  the  Qaeen''s  touching,  or,  (as  fome  lay) 
kijftng  it,  was  a  Token  of  her  Subjedlion,  and  Thankfulnefs  for 
his  Favour.  But  Jofephus  has  mightily  improved  upon  the  Sto- 
ry ;  for  he  tells  us,  •'  That  as  the  Queen,  with  her  two  Hand- 
*'  maids,  approached  the  Room  where  the  King  was,  leaning 
"  gently  upon  one,  and  the  other  bearing  up  her  Train,  her 
*'  Face  being  cover'd  with  fuch  a  Blufh,  as  expreiTed  a  graceful 
"  Majefty,  but  at  the  fame  Time  fome  doubtful  Apprehenfions 
*'  upon  her  approaching  of  the  King,  mounted  on  his  Throne, 
*•  and,  the  fparkling  Glory  of  his  Robes,  that  were  all  over  em- 
*'  broider'd  with  Gold,  Pearl,  and  precious  Stones,  Ihe  was  ta- 
*'  ken  all  on  a  fudden,  with  a  Trembling  at  fo  furprifing  a  Sight ; 
**  and,  upon  fancying  that  the  King  look'd  upon  her  as  if  he 
"  were  uneafy,  and  out  of  Humour,  fhe  fell  into  the  Arms  of 
**  one  of  her  Maids  in  a  direft  Swoon.  This  Accident,  fays 
*'  he,  by  the  Intervention  of  God's  holy  Will  and  Providence, 
*'  put  the  King  into  a  Fright,  for  Fear  fhe  might  not  come  to 
*'  herfelf  again  ;  fo  that  making  what  Hafie  he  could  from  his 
**  Throne,  he  took  her  up  in  his  Arms,  and,    with  the  kindeft 

**  Words  that  could  be,  gave  her  this  Comfort: That 

*'  no  Advantage  fhould  be  made  of  the  Law  to  her  Prejudice, 
**  though  {he  came  ivithout  calling,  becaufe  the  Decree  extend- 
*'  ed  only  to  Subjeds,  whereas  he  look'd  upon  her  as  his  Com- 
*•  panion  and  Partner  in  the  Empire.''  Jeivijh  Antiq.  lib.  xi. 
c.  6. 

f  Her  Intention,  in  defiring  thus  to  entertain  the  King  twice 
at  her  Banquet,  before  fhe  made  known  her  Petition,  was,  that 
thereby  flie  might  the  more  endear  herfelf  to  him,  and  difpofe 
him  the  better  to  grant  her  Requeil ;  for  which  Rcafon,  fhe 
thought  it  a  Piece  of  no  bad  Policy  to  invite  his  firft  Favourite 
to  come  along  v^ith  him.  Bui*  in  the  whole  Matter,  the  fingu- 
]ar  Providence  of  God  is  not  a  little  confpicuous,  which  io  dif- 
pofed  her  IVlind,  that  the  high  Honour,  which  the  King  bellow- 
ed 
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her  Requeft  again  was  no  more,  than  that  he  and  Haman    A.  m. 
would  favour  her  again,  the  next  Day,  with  their  Company  ^'^J'/' ^f"* 
at  the  like  Entertainment,   and  that  then  (he  would  not  fail  -j"g*  ^^"'** 
to  difclofe  her  Requeft.  From  Ezra 

HAMAN"*  was  not  a  little  proud  of  the  peculiar  Ho-'Jf-J-*°  '^e 
nour  which  both  the  King  and  Queen  had  done  him;  but,  Efth.'Neh. 
upon  his  Return  Home,   feeing  Mordecai  fitting  at  the  Pa-  and  Part  of 
lace-Gate,    and  refufmg  to  fliew  him  the  leaft  Obeifance,  "^ee-  ^^<=^.« 
tho'  t  he  reftrain'd  himfelf  at  prefent,  yet  fo  mov'd  was  he  ^  y^^>J* 
with  Indignation  againft  him,  that,    when  he  came  Home,  Haman'j 
and  related  to  his  Family  the  Favours  which  that  Day  he/'-^/^  indig- 
had  receiv'd,    he  could  not  forbear  complaining  of  the  Af-  "^''°^']^ 
front  and  Difrefpe<Sl  which  Mordecai  had  put  upon  him ;  jecai. 
H  h  4  infomuch, 

ed  upon  Mordecai  the  next  Day,  might  fall  out  in  the  mean 
Time,  and  fo  make  way  for  her  Petition,  which  would  come  in 
very  feafonably  at  the  Banquet  of  Wine:  For  as  then  it  was  moft 
likely  for  the  King  to  be  in  a  pleafant  Humour,  fo  it  was  moft 
ufual  for  the  Perfians  to  enter  upon  Bufinefs  of  State,  when  they 
began  to  drink.  Le  Clerc\  and  Patrick's  Commentary,  and 
Prideaux^  Connt^xon,  Anno  453. 

*  Athena;u5  mentions  it  as  a  peculiar  Honour,  which  no  Gre- 
cian tvtx  had  before  or  after,  ^t^X.  Artaxerxes  vouchfafed  to  in- 
vite Timagoras  the  Cretan  to  dine  even  at  the  Table,  where  his 
Relations  eat,  and  to  fend  fometimes  a  Part  of  what  was  ferv'd 
up  at  his  own ;  which  fome  Perfians  look'd  upon  as  a  Ditninution 
of  his  Majefty,  and  a  Proftitution  of  their  Nation's  Honour. 
In  the  Life  of  Artaxerxes,  Plutarch  tells  us,  that  none  but  the 
King's  Mother,  and  his  real  Wife,  were  permitted  to  fit  at  his 
Table  ;  and  therefore  he  mentions  it,  as  a  Condefcenfion  in  that 
Prince,  that  he  fometimes  invited  his  Brothers  :  So  that  this  par- 
ticular Favour  was  a  Matter  that  Haman  had  fome  Reafon  to  va- 
lue himfelf  upon.     Le  Clerch  Commentary. 

f  It  may  feem  a  little  ftrange,  that  fo  proud  a  Man  as  Ha- 
man was,  fhould  not  be  prompted  immediately  to  avenge  himfelf 
on  Mordecai  for  his  contemptuous  Ufage  of  him,  fince  he  had 
enough  about  him,  no  doubt,  who,  upon  the  Jeaft  Intimation  of 
his  Pleafure,  would  have  done  it ;  and  fince  he,  who  had  Inte- 
reft  enough  with  this  Prince  to  procure  a  Decree  for  the  Deflrufli- 
on  of  a  whole  Nation,  might  have  eafily  obtain'd  a  Pardon  for 
having  killed  one  oh/cure  and  infamous  Member  of  it.  But 
herein  did  the  wife  and  powerful  Providence  of  God  appear, 
that  it  difpos'd  Haman  s  Heart,  (contrary  to  his  own  Inclination 
and  Intereft)  inftead  of  employing  his  Power  againft  his  Enemy, 
to  put  Fetters,  as  it  were,  upon  his  own  Hands.  PWs  Anno- 
tations. 
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A,  M.  infomuch,  that  his  Wife,  and  others  that  were  prefent,  ad- 
l^l^'of^T   vis'd  him  to  have  a  Gibbet  of  f  fiftv  Cubits  high  inftantly 

Ant.  Cnnl.  n     i  j      l  ik /t         •         ''  -wy  i 

529,  &c.  erected,  and,  the  very  next  Morning,  to  go  to  the  King,  and 
From  Ezra  obtain  a  Grant  of  him  to  have  that  infolent  Fellow  hang'd 
^^;/: '^",;^^  upon  it. 

Efth!  Neh.       This  Projc£t  he  lik'd  very  well,  and  therefore  caus'd  the 

and  Part  of  Gibbet  to  be  fct  up  :  But,    when  he  came  to  Court  in    the 

ISiafacW.^^''"'"^'   ^^  found  that  Things  had  taken  quite  another 

^^^-y-s^"  Turn.     The  King,  that  very  Morning,  happen'd  to  awake 

Be  isjorc'd  fooner  than   ordinary,  and  being  not  able  to  compofe  him- 

to-wa\t  on    feif  to  Sleep  again,  he  called  for  f  the  Jnnals  of  his  Reign, 

Lacguey.      ^nd  order'd  a  Perfon,  that  was  then  in  waiting,  to  read  them 

to  him.     The  Reader  went  on,  until  he  came  to  the  PafTage, 

which  made  mention  of  MordecaPs  Difcovery  of  the  Trea- 

fon  of  the  two  Chamberlains  j  and   when  the  King  upon 

Enquiry  was  given  to  underltand,  that  the  Man,  for  fo  fig- 

nal  a  Service,  had  receiv'd  no  Reward  at  all,  he  called  unto 

Haman^   (who  was  waiting  for  Admittance  upon  a  quite 

different  Intent)  and  afk'd  him.   What  it  was  he  would  ad- 

vife  him  to  do  to  the  Man,  on  whom  he  defign'd  to  confer 

fome  Marks  of  his  Favour  ? 

RAMAN, 

■f  That  Men  might  at  a  great  Diftance  fee  him,  to  the  In- 
creafe  of  his  Difgrace,  (as  Haman  might  think)  and  that,  ftruck 
with  the  greater  Terror  by  that  Spedtacle,  they  might  not  care, 
for  the  future,  to  defpife  or  offend  him.  Patrick' %  Commentary, 
and  PWs  Annotations. 

'j-  In  thefe  Diaries  (which  we  now  call  Journals)  wherein 
was  fet  down  what  pafs'd  every  Day,  the  Manner  of  the  Verftans 
was,  to  record  the  Names  of  thofe  who  had  done  the  King  any 
fignal  Service.  Accordingly  Jofephus  informs  us,  "  That  upon 
*'  the  Secretary^  reading  thefe  Journals,  he  took  Notice  of  fuch 
"  a  Perfon,  who  had  great  Honours  and  Poffeffions  given  him, 
"  as  a  Reward  for  a  glorious  and  remarkable  Adion  ;  and  of 
*'  fuch  another,  who  made  his  Fortune  by  the  Bounties  of  his 
*'  Prince,  for  his  Fidelity  :  But  that,  when  he  came  to  the  par- 
*'  ticular  Story  of  the  Confpiracy  of  the  two  Eunuchs  againft 
*'  the  Ferfon  of  the  King,  and  of  the  Difcovery  of  this  Trea- 
*'  fon  by  Mordecai,  the  Secretary  read  it  over,  and  was  paffing 
"  forward  to  the  next,  when  the  King  ftopp'd  him,  and  aik'd 
*'  if  that  Perfon  had  any  Reward  given  him  for  his  Service, 
f  y^."  Which  fhews  indeed  a  Angular  Providence  of  God, 
|hat  the  Secretary  Ihould  read  in  that  very  Part  of  the  Book, 
\vherein  the  Service  of  Mordecai  was  recorded.  But  the  latter 
fargum  (to  make  a  thorough  Miracle  of  it)  tells  us,  th^t  wh?n 
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H  A  M  A  N,  who  never  dream'd   but  that  the  Perfon     A.  M, 
he  meant  of  was  himfelf,  was  refolv'd  to  lay  it  on  thick,  and  J^Vcfiift. 
therefore  he  gave  Advice,  *  that  the  Royal  Robe  fhould  be    529,  ©■<:. ' 
brought,  which  the  King,  on  folemn  Occafions,  was  wont  Fff^m  Ezra 
to  wear  j  the  Horfe,  which  was  kept  for  his  own  riding  *,  ^I'J;  ^°^^^^ 

and  Efth.  Neh. 
and  Fart  of 

the  Reader  open'd  the  Book  at  the  Place  where  Mention  was  "^¥;  ?"J^' 
ihad^  of  Mordecai,  he  turn'd  over  the  Leaves,  and  would  have  ^  ^jr^/iy,  j 
reac0in    another,  but  that  the  Leaves  flew  back   again   to    the 
fame  Place,  where  he  open'd  it  at  firlt,  fo  that  he  was  forc'd  to 
read  that  Story  to  the  King.     Patrick^  Commentary,  and  Jew- 
ifh  Antiq-  lib.  xi.  c.  6. 

*  To  form  a  Notion  of  that  Height  of  Pride  and  Arrogance, 
to  which  Hainan  f  who  thought  all  the  Honours,  he  fpecified, 
were  defign'd  for  him)  was  arrived,  we  may  obferve,  that,  for 
any  one  to  put  on  the  Royal  Robe,  without  the  Privity  and  Confent 
of  the  King,  was,  among  the  Per/tans,  accounted  a  capital 
Crime.     To    which   Purpofe  Plutarch,  in  his  Life  of  ArtaX' 

erzes,  has  related  this  Story  : "  That  one  Day,  when 

"  in  Hunting,  the  King  happcn'd  to  tear  his  Garment,  and 
*'  Tiribazus  was  telling  him  of  it,  the  King  aflced  him  what  he 
*'  Ihould  do  ?  Why  put  on  another,  fays  Tiribazus,  and  give 
**  that  to  me.  That  I  will,/«jj  the  King,  but  then  I  enjoin  you 
f*  not  to  wear  it.  Tiribazus  however  (who  was  a  good  Kind  of 
**  a  Man  enough,  but  a  little  weak  and  filly)  adventur'd  to  put 
f*  it  on,  with  all  its  fine  Ornaments ;  and,  when  fomeof  theNo- 
f  bles  began  to  refent  it,  as  a  Thing  not  lawful  for  any  Subjed: 
*'  to  do,  /  allonxi  him,  fays  the  King,  laughing  at  the  Figure  he 
**  made,  to  iK-ear  the  fine  Trinkets  as  a  Woman,  and  the  Robe  as 
**  a  Madman."     Le  Cierc''s  Commentary. 

*  There  was  a  Cuftom,  not  unlike  this,  among  the  Hebrenvs^ 
(as  appears  from  the  Hiftory  of  Solomon,  i  Kings  i.  33.)  for  the 
Peribn,  that  was  to  be  declar'd  Succejfor  to  the  Crown,  on  the 
Day  of  his  Inauguration,  to  be  mounted  on  the  King's  Horfe  : 
And,  to   the  like  Cuftom  among  the  Perfians,  it  is  highly  pro-  • 

bable,  that  the  Poet   Statius,   in  his  Defcription   of  a  young 
King  fucceeding  to  his  Father's  Throne,  may  allude. 

Sicut  Ach<emenius  folium  gentefque  paternas 
Excepit  fi  forte  puer,  cui  vivere  patrem 
Tutius,  incerta  formidine  gaudia  librat. 
An  fidi  proceres,  an  pugnet  vulgus  habenis, 
Cui  latus  Euphrates,  cui  Cafpia  limina  mandet, 
Sumere  nunc  arcus,  ipfumque  onerare  veretur 
Patris  Equum,  vifufque  fibi  nee  fceptra  capaci 
Suftcntare  manu,  nee  adhuc  implere  tiaram. 

Thebaid,  lib.  vir', 


49©  5"^^  Hipry  of  the  ^1^1.  E,      Book  VII. 

A.  M.     and  the  Crown,  which  was  us'd  to  be  fet  upon  the  Horfc's 
JJ,^''c^[ft  Head  *,  and  that,    with  this  Robe,  the  Perfon,  whom  the 
529,  (Sff.  King  thought  proper  to  diftinguifli,  fhould  be  array 'd,  and 
From  Ezra   the  chief  Man  in  the  Kingdom  appointed  to  lead  his  Horfe  by 
En7'  '^a"]!^^^^^^  Reins,  walicing  before  him  in  the  Quality  of  an  Officer, 
Eilh.'Neh.   and  proclaiming,  Thus  Jhall  it  be  done  to  the  Man  whom  the 
and  Part  of  King  delights  to  honour.     '*  Take  then  the  Horfe,  and  the 
SfSh'i'"  R<^be,  fays  the  King,  and  do  all  that  thou  haft  mention'd 
^y>f>\j      to  Mordecai  the  jew,  who  has  not  been  yet   rewarded 
"  for  the  Difcovery  of  the  Treafon  of  the  two  Eunuchs^ 
"  that  intended  to  have  taken  away  my  Life." 
Tihang-dat      NoTHiNG  certainly  could  cut  a  proud  Man  more  to  the 
/«/?  a/-o»</)^  Heart,  than  to  be    employ'd    in  fuch   an  Office;  but  the 
^TOs,f/aV/>^  King's  Command  was  pofitive,  fo  that  Haman  was   forced 
intended  for  to  do  it,  how  much  foever  it  might  go  againft  the  Grain  : 
Mordecai.    ^nj  when  the  irkfome  Ceremony  was   over,  he  return'd  to 
his  Houfe,  lamenting  the  Difappolntment,  and  great  Morti- 
fication he  had  met  with,  in  being  forced  to  pay  fo  fignal  an 

Honour 

*  Commentators  are  not  agreed,  whether  this  Crown  was 
plac'd  upon  the  King's  Head,  or  his  Horfe's.  Thofe  who  refer 
it  to  the  King,  will  have  it  to  be  what  we  call  a  Turbant,  made 
of  fine  white  and  purple  Linen,  which  it  was  Death  for  any 
one  to  put  on  his  Head,  without  the  King's  exprefs  Order  i  to 
which  I'urpofe  Arrian  (Alex.  Exped.  lib.  vii.)  tells  us  this  Story  : 

> "  That,  as  Alexander  was  failing  on  the  Euphrates, 

**  and  his  Turbant  happen'd  to  fall  off  among  feme  Reeds,  one 
"  of  the  Watermen  immediately  jump'd  in,  and  fwam  to  it ;  but 
*'  as  he  could  not  bring  it  back  in  his  Hand  without  wetting  it, 
**  he  put  it  upon  his  Head,  and  fo  returned  with  it.  Where- 
*•  upon  moft  Hiftorians,  that  have  wrote  oi  Alexander,  (fays  he) 
*'  tell  us,  that  he  gave  him  a  Talent  of  Silver  for  this  Expref- 
**  fion  of  his  Zeal  to  ferve  him,  but,  at  the  fame  Time,  order'd 
»  *'  his  Head  to  be  ftruck  off,  for  prefuming  to  put  on  the  Royal 

*'  Diadem.''''  Other  Commentators  are  of  Opinion,  that  this 
Keter,  which  we  render  Croivn,  being  a  Word  of  a  large  Signi- 
fication, will  equally  denote  that  Ornament,  which  the  Horfe, 
that  the  King  rode,  wore  upon  his  Head  :  As  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledge, that  this  Apphcation  of  the  Thing  agrees  better  with 
the  Signification  and  Order  of  the  Hebrenv  Words  j  with  the 
following  Verfes,  wherein  no  Mention  is  made  of  the  Keter,  but 
only  of  the  Robe,  and  the  Horfe,  to  which  this  Crown  belong'd  ; 
and  with  the  Cuftom  of  the  Perjtans,  who  us'd  to  put  a  certain 
Ornament  (in  Italian  called  Fiocco)  upon  the  Head  of  that  Horfe 
whereon  the  King  was  mounted.  Le  Clerc^s  and  Patricias 
Commentaries,  and  Poors  Annotations. 
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Honour  to   his  moft  hated  Enemy.     But  while  he  was  re-    A.  M. 
lating  this  to  his  Family,  and  they  thereupon  expreffing  fome  Ant!'chr[f. 
uneafy  Apprehenfions,  as  if  this  were  a  very  bad  Omsn,  one  529,  &c. 
of  the  Queen's  Chamberlains  came  to  his  Houfe  to  haften  "^"^"^  E^""* 
him  to  the  Banquet ;  and,  having  feen  the  Gallows,  which  £„/.'  a°i 
had  been  fet  up  the  Night  before,  he  fully  inform'd  himfelfEfth!Neh. 
of  the  Intent  for  which  it  was  prepar'd.  ^^  ^  z'ch 

When  the  King  and  Haman  were  fet  down  to  the  Enter-  andMaiadii! 
tainment,  the  King  afk'd  EJiher  again,  what  her  Requeft  K^-^f^^ 
was ;  renewing  his  Promife,  that  he  would  not  fail  to  grant 
it  her,  even  tho'  it  extended  to  the  Half  of  his  Kingdom: 
"  But  my  Petition,  O  King,  fays  J})e,  is  only  for  my  own 
*'  Life,  and  the  Life  of  my  People,  becaufe  there  is  a  De- 
"  fign  laid  againft  us,  not  to  make  us  Bond- men  and  Bond^ 
"  women,  (for  then  I  fhould  have  been  filent)  but  to  flay 
'*  and  deftroy  us  all.  If  therefore  I  have  found  Favour  in 
*'  thy  Sight,  O  King,  let  my  Life,  and  the  Life  of  my  Peo- 
"  pie,  be  given  at  my  Requeft."  At  this  the  King  afting 
with  fome  Commotion,  who  it  was  that  durft  do  any  fuch 
Thing  ;  The  Haman  then  prefent,  Jhe  told  him,  was  the 
Contriver  of  all  the  Plot :  Whereupon  the  King  rifing  up 
from  the  Banquet  in  a  Paffion,  f  went  into  the  Garden  ad- 
joining ;  and  Haman,  taking  this  Opportunity,  f  fell  pro- 
ftrate  on  the  Bed  where  the  Queen  was  fitting,  to  fupplicate 
his  Life  ;  but  the  King,  coming  in  the  mean  Time,  and 
feeing  him  in  this  Pofture,  What  will  you  ravijh  the  ^een 
before  my  Eyes  F  cry'd  out  aloud  :  Whereupon  thofe  that 

were 

■j-  Partly,  as  difdaining  the  Company  of  fo  audacious  and  un- 
grateful a  Perfon  ;  partly,  to  cool  and  allay  his  Spirit,  boiHng 
and  ftruggling  with  fuch  a  Variety  of  Pallions  ;  and,  partly,  to 
conjider  within  himfelf  the  Heinoufnefs  of  Haman  %  Crime,  the 
Mi/chief,  which  himfelf  had  like  to  have  done  by  his  own  Raih- 
nefs,  and  what  PuniQiment  was  fit  to  be  infiifted  on  fo  vile  a 
Mifcreant.     Patrick^  Commentary,  and  Pool\  Annotations. 

-f-  It  was  a  Cuftom  among  the  Perjians,  as  well  as  other  Na- 
tions, to  fit,  or  rather  to  lie  upon  Beds,  when  they  eat  or  drank  ; 
and  therefore  when  Ha7nan  fell  down,  as  a  Supplicant  at  the 
Feet  of  EJiher,  and  (as  the  Manner  was  among  the  Greeks  and 
Romans,  and  not  improbably  among  the  Perjtans,)  embrac'd  her 
Knees,  the  King  might  pretend  that  he  was  offering  Violence  to 
the  Queen's  Chajiity.  Not  that  he  believ'd,  that  this  was  his 
Intention,  but,  in  his  furious  PafTion,  he  turn'd  every  thing  to 
the  word  Senfe,  and  made  ufe  of  it  to  aggravate  his  Crime.  Pw 
trick' h  Commentary. 
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A.  M.     were  in  waiting,  came,  and  cover' d  his  Face,  as  a  Tokeq 

Ant^'chrtft.  °^  '^^  King's  Indignation  againft  him  j  and  when  the  Cham- 

529,  &c.     berlain,  who  had  been  to  call  him  to  the  Banquet,  acquain- 

From  Ezra    jej   the  King   of  the  Gallows,  which  he  had  prepar'd  for 

En/"  ^°ii  ^^'^  -^ot-decai,  who  had  fav'd  the  King's  Life,  he  gave  imme- 

Efth.'Neh.    diatc  Orders,  that   *   he  ftiould  be  hang'd  thereon,  (which 

and  Part  of  accordingly  was   done)  and  his   whole  Eftate  given  to  the 

^lidMafachl  Qy^£"»  whereof  (lie  appointed  Mordecat  her  Steward.     At 

j_^r-Y->^'the  fame  Time  flie  inform'd  the  King  of  her  near  Relation 

to  Mordeca'i  ;  fo  that   he  took  him  into  his  Royal  Favour, 

advanc'd  him  to  great  Power,  Riches,  and  Dignity  in  the 

Empire,  and    made    him  Keeper  of  his  Signet,  in  the  fame 

Manner  as  Haman  had  been  before. 

And  the  De-     guT  tho'   Haman  was  thus  remov'd,  yet  the  Decree, 

^leprecui-'d   ^hich  hc  had  procur'd,  remained   ftill   in  full    Force ;  nor 

agi7if7fl  the    could  it  be   repeal'd,  becaufe  the  Laws  of  the  Adtdes  and 

Jews,  ;i       Perjians  were   fuch,  that   nothing   written   in   the  King's 

*ftaiial        Name,  and  fign'd  with  the  Royal  Signet,  could  be  revers'd. 

All  therefore  that  the  King  could  do,  (upon  the  Queen's  y^- 

cond  Petition,  to   have  the  Decree  cancelled  j  was,  to  grant 

the  "Jews  (by  another  *  Decree)  fuch  a  Power  to  defend 

,  them- 

*Jofephus  indeed  tells  us,  that  he  died  on  the  Crofs :  But  others 
have  obierved,  that  Crucifixion  was  not  a  Pcrfian  Punifhment  ; 
and  Salmafius  (in  his  Book  de  Cruce)  fhews,  that  it  was  the 
Manner  of  the  Perfians,  firfl  to  cut  off  the  Heads  oi  MalefaSors, 
and  then  to  hang  them  on  a  Gibbet.  However  this  be,  "  I  can- 
"  not  pafs  over  the  wonderful  Harmony  of  Providence  (fays  Jo- 
"  feplpus  without  a  Remark  upon  the  Almighty  Power,  and  the 
•'  admirable  Jui  ice  and  Wifdom  of  God,  not  only  in  bringing 
•'  Hamc!?i  to  his  deferv'd  Punifhment,  but  entrapping  him  in  the 
"  very  fame  Snare  that  he  had  laid  for  another,  and  turning  a 
"  malicious  Invention  upon  the  Head  of  the  Inventor." 

Nee  lex  eft  juftior  ulla, 

Quam  necis  artiiices  arte  perire  fua. 

Antiq.  lib  xi.  c.  6. 

*  Jnfephus  has  given  us  a  true  Copy,  as  he  fays,  of  this  Z>*- 
crec,  or  (as  he  calls  it)  of  the  Letters,  which  Artaxerxes  fent  to 
the  MagiRrates  of  all  the  Nations  that  lie  between  India  and  Ethi- 
opia, under  the  Command  of  an  hundred  and  fe-ven    and  tiventy 

\  Pro'vinces  :  "  Wherein   he  reprefents  the  Abufe  which 

*'  Favourites  are  wont  to  make  of  their  Power  and  Credit 
*'  with  their  Prince,  by  infulting  their  Inferiors,  by  flying  in 
*^  ;he   face   of  thofe  that  rais'd  them,  aqd   (to  gratify  their 

"  Refenimems 
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themfelves  againft  all,  that  fhould  afTault  them  on  the  Day    a.  M- 
t,  when  the  former  Decree  was  to  be  executed,  as  might  ^U^'chnf. 
render  it,  in  a  great  Meafure,  ineffeSiual.  529,  &?.. 

To  this  Purpofe,  a  frefli  Edi£l  was  drawn  up  in  the  third  ^.'"^^  F.zra 
Month,  fign'd  by  the   King,  and  tranfmitted   to  the  Pro-E,;/:  "^^iJ"^ 
vinces  :    So  that,  when  the  thirteenth  Day  of  Adar  came,  Efth.  Neh. 

^y  and  Part  of 
^  Hagg.  Zech. 
andMalai-hi, 

*'  Refentments)  calumniating  thQlmiocent^  and  putting  honeftMen  \^y>C\J 

*•  in  Danger  of  their  Lives :  Wherein  he  makes  mention  of  the 

**  uncommon  Favours  and  Honours  which  he  had  beftow'd  upon 

**  Human,  the  Amalekite,  who  had  notwithftanding  taken  Mea- 

*♦  fures  to  fupplant  him  of  his  Kingdom,  to  deftroy  Mordtcaty 

"  the  Preferver  of  his  Life,  together  with  his  deareft  Wife  the 

*'  Queen,  and  to  extirpate  the  whole  Nation  of  Je^s,  who 

"  were  good  and  peaceable  Subjects,  and  Worfhippers  of  that 

**  God,  to  whom  he  was  indebted    for  the  PoiTsffion  and  Pre'- 

"  fervation  of  his  Empire  :    Wherein  he  acquaints   them,    that 

**  for  thefe  wicked  and  treafonable  Praftices,  having  caused  hira 

"  and  his  whole  Family  to  be  executed  before  the  Gates  of  5/^, 

•'  his  Royal  Pleafure,  by  thefe  Prefents,  was,  that  they  Ihoald 

'•'  not  only  difcharge  the  Jeius  from  all  the  Pains  and  Penalties, 

*•  to   which  they  are  made  liable  by  his  Letters  which  Human 

*'  had   fent    them  ;  but   that  they  fhould  likewife  aid  and  affift 

'•  them  in  vindicating  themfelves  upon  thofe,  that  fpitefullyand 

"  injurioufly  opprefs'd  them  ;  and  wherein  he  tells  them,  that, 

*'  whereas  the  Time  appointed  for  the  utter  Deftruflion  of  thefe 

"  People  was  to  have  been  on  the  thirteenth  Day  of  the  Month 

"  Adar,  his  further  Pleafure  was,  that  the  fame  Month  and  Day 

*•  Ihould  be  employ 'd  in  their  Refcue  and  Deliverance  ;  and  that 

"  if  any  Perfon,  either  by  Difobedience  or  Negled,  fliould  aft    ' 

*'  in  any  Thing  contrary  to  the  Tenor  of  this  his  Imperial  Com- 

"  mand,  he  fhould  be  liable  to  military  Execution  by  Fire  and 

"  Sword." 

f  It  might  be  prefum'd,  thatfome,  out  of  Hatred  x.o\\itjenios, 
might  be  inclinable  to  obey  Haman\  Decree  :  For  though  he 
himfelf  was  gone,  yet  it  cannot  be  imagin'd,  that  all  the  Friends 
and  Creatures,  that  he  had  made,  periih'd  with  him.  He  might 
have  a  great  Party  every  where,  and  feme  of  them  fo  furioully 
enrag'd  at  his  Fall,  as  (even  at  the  Hazard  of  their  own  Lives) 
would  not  fail  to  fhew  their  Indignation  at  thofe,  'who  were  the 
Occafion  of  it  :  And  therefore  this  fecond  Decree,  procur'd  by 
Mordtcai,  gave  them  Authority,  if  any  Attempt  was  made  upon 
them,  either  in  great  Bodies,  or  fmall  Parties,  not  only  to  de- 
fend themfelves  and  repel  them,  but  to  make  as  great  a  Slaughter 
of  them  as  they  were  able,  and  even  to  take  FofielTion  of  their 
Goods,  as  Hainan  had  procur'd  them  Licence  (Chap.  iii.  13  ) 
to  feize  the  Goods  of  the  y^-w/.     Patrick^  Commentary. 
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A.  M.     by  the  Means  of  thefe  different  and  difcordant  Decrees  a 

iln^chrif;  ^^^  ^^^  commenc'd  between  the  Jews  and  their  Enemies, 

529,  &c. '  through  the  whole  Perfian  Empire ;  but,  as    the  Rulers  of 

From  Ezra  the  feveral  Provinces,  and  other  Officers  of  the  King,  well 

En/*  "a"/  ^  underftood  what  Power  and  Credit   Ejlher   and  Mordecai 

Efth.'Neh.   then  had  with  him,  they  fo  favour'd  the  Jews  every  where, 

and  Part  of  that  on  that  Day  they  flew,  in  the  whole  P^mpire,  feventy- 

lidMafachi!  fi^^  Thoufand  Perfons,  and  in  the  City  of  Shujhatiy  on  that 

^^^-y^i^  Day  and  the  next,  eight  hundred  more  ;  among  whom  were 

t  the  ten  Sons  of  Hainan^  whom,    by  a  fpecial  Order  from 

the  King,  they    hang'd,  perhaps,    on   the  fame   Gallows, 

whereon  their  Father  had   hung  before  ;  And,  in  Memory 

of  this  their  wonderful  Deliverance,  the  Jews  did  then  (and 

have  ever  fince)  on  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  Days  of  the 

Month    Adar^  keep   a  great  Feftival,    which  they    called 

t  the  Feaji  of  Lots.     But  proceed  we  now  to  fome  other 

Affairs. 

In 

•f-  'Tis  not  unlikely,  that  many  might  be  enrag'd  at  his  Death, 
and  his  Sons,  in  particular,  might  fet  themfelves  at  the  Head  of 
thofe,  who  were  bold  enough  to  attempt  the  Deftrudlion  of  the 
Jeivs  in  Sbujhan,  being  refolv'd  to  revenge  their  Father's 
Death,  though  in  fo  doing  they  were  fure  to  meet  their  own. 
And  this  feems  to  fuggeft  one  Reafon  why  Ejiher  was  fo  folli- 
citous  to  have  their  dead  Bodies  (for  they  were  flain  already) 
hung  upon  the  Gallows,  Chap.  ix.  13.  even  becaufe  they  had 
fliewn  more  Malice  and  Indignation  againft  the  Jeiius,  and,  on 
the  Day  when  the  cruel  Edict  came  to  take  place,  had  made 
•  more  defperate  Attacks  upon  them  than  any  ;  though  the  Rea- 
fon of  the  State,  in  this  Severity,  might  be  to  expofe  the  Family 
to  the  greater  Infamy,  and  to  deter  other  Counlellors  from  abu- 
iing  the  King  at  any  Time  with  falfe  Reprefentations.  For, 
tho'  the  Jeivs  fuffer'd  none  to  hang  on  the  Tree  (as  they  called 
the  Gallonjos]  longer,  than  till  the  Evening  of  the  Day,  whereon 
they  were  executed  ;  yet  other  Nations  let  them  hang  until  they 
were  confum'd,  (as  appears  from  the  Story  of  the  Gibeonites^ 
2  Sam.xxi.  9,  10.)  or  devour'd  by  Crows,  Vultures,  or  other 
ravenous  Creatures,  from  whence  that  vulgar  Saying  among  the 
Romans^  pa/cere  in  cruce  corvos,  had  its  Rife.  Patrick'^  Com- 
mentary, and  Pool\  Annotations. 

-f-  P«r,  in  the  Perfian  Language,  fignifies  a  Loty  and  the 
Feaft  of  Purim,  or  Lots  (which  had  its  Name  from  Haman''^ 
calling  LotSy  in  order  to  divine  which  Day  would  be  moll  lucky 
to  prefix  for  the  Murther  of  all  the  Je^s  in  the  whole  Perfian 
Dominions)  is,  to  this  very  Day,  celebrated  by  the  JeiKis,  with 
fome  peculiar  Ceremonies,  but  moft  of  theoi  reduceable  to  thefe 

three 
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In    the   Beginning  of  the  feventh  Year  of  Ahafuerus,    ^-  ■i^- 
Ezray  (a  Prieft  defcended  from  Seraiah,  the  High-Prieft,  JJiu  cfdft. 

who  S29,  &c. 

From  Ezra 
three  Things,  Reading,  Rejjing,  and  Tea  fling.     Before  the  Read-  ^^2\  aJ/^ 
ing,  which  is  perform'd   in  the  Synagogue,  and  begins  in  the  Efth.'  Netu 
Evening,  as  foon  as  the  Stars  appear,    they  make  ufe  of  three  and  Part  of 
Forms  of  Prayer  :     In  the  Jirfl  of  thefe,    they  praife  God  for  "*gg-  "^^ 
counting  them  worthy  to   attend  this  Divine  Service ;   in  ^he^°-A^^ 
fecondy  they  thank  him  for  the  miraculous  Prefervation  of  their  ^.^^     ^/vli 
Jnceflorsi  and  in  the  third,  they  blefs  his  holy  Name,  for  ^a.v- fame' other 
ing  continu'd  their  Lives  to  the  Celebration  of  another  Feflival  Jews,  goes  la 
in  Commemoration  of  it.     Then  they  read  over  the  whole  Hif-  [erufalem 
tory  of  Human  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End,  but   not  out  of  ^^-^^  ,^'  ^^^ 
any  printed  Book,  (for  that  is  not  lawful)   but  out  of  an  i!/f^rfi«,„//^j,„^ 
Manufcript,  written  on  Parchment.  There  are  five  Places  in  the 
Text,  wherein  the  Reader  raifes  his  Voice  with  all  his  Might : 
When  he  comes  to  the  Place,  that  mentions  the  Names  of  the 
ten  Sons  of  Haman,  he  repeats  them  very  quick,  to  fhew,  that 
they  were  all  deftroy'd  in  a  Moment;  and  every  Time  that  the 
Name  oi  Haman  is  pronounc'd,  the  Children,  with  great  Fury, 
llrike   againft  the  Benches  of  the  Synagogues,  with  the  Mallets 
that  they  bring  for  that  Purpofe.     After   that  the    Reading  ii 
£nilh'd,  they  return  Home  and  have  a  Supper,  not  of  Flefh,  but 
of  Spoon-Meat ;  and  early  next  Morning  they  arife,  and  return 
to  the  Synagogue  ;  where,  after  they  have  read  that  Paffage  in 
Exodus,  which  makes  mention  of  the  War  of  Amalek,  they  be- 
gin again  to  read  the  Book  of  Efther,  with  the  fame  Ceremonies 
as  before  ;  and  fo  conclude  the  Service  of  the  Day,  with  Curfes 
againft  Haman  and  his  Wife  Zereth,  with  Bleffings  upon  Morde- 
cai  and  Efther,  and   with  Praifes  to  God,  for  having  preferv'd 
his  People.     Their  Refling  on  this  Day  is  obferv'd  fo  religi- 
oufly,  that  they  will  not  fo  much  as  fet,  or  fow,  any  Thing  in 
their  Gardens,  with  full  Perfuafion  that  it  would  not  come  up, 
if  they  did  ;  and  therefore  they  either  play  at  Chefs,  and  fuch 
like  Games,  or  fpend  the  Time  in  Mufick  and  Dancing,  until 
it  be  proper  to  begin  their  Feafting,  wherein  they  indulge  them- 
felves  to  fuch  an  immoderate  Degree,  that  their  Feaft  of  Purim 
has,  with  great  Juftice,  been  called  the  Bacchanals  of  the  Jeivs. 
They  allow  themfelves  to  drink  Wine  to  Excefs,  nay,  even  to 
fuch  a  Pitch,  as  not  to  be  able  to  dillinguifh  between  the  Blef- 
fmg  of  Mordecai,  and  the  Curfe  of  Haman,  as  themfelves  fpeak  ; 
and,  amidft  the  other  Sports   and  Diverfions  of  the  Day,  they 
us'd  formerly  to  ered  a  Gibbet,  and  burn  upon  it  a  Man  made 
of  Straw,  whom  they  called  Haman  ;  but  herein  it  was  thought, 
that    they  might   have  a  Defign  to  infult  Chriflians,  upon  the 
Death  of  our  crucify'd  Saviour,  and    therefore  Theodojhis   the 
lid  [Anno  Dom.  408.}  forbad  them  to  ufe  this  Ceremony,  un- 
der 
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A.  M,  who  was  (lain  by  Nebuchadnezzar^  when  he  burnt  the 
"AntChnL  I^emplc,  and  City  o{  Jerufalem)  a  Man  of  great  Learning; 
<;29^  &c.'  and  excellently  f  fkillcd  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Scriptures, 
From  Ezra  vvho  had  hitherto  continu'd  in  Babylon^  with  others  of  the 
£n/*  dl'**^  Captivity,  that  had  riot  yet  return'd,  obtain'd  Leave  of  the 
Efth.'Neh.  King  to  go  to  Jerufale?n,  and  to  take  as  many  of  his  own 
and  Part  of  Nation 

Hagg.  Zech. 
andMalachi. 

U/'V^  der  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  all  their  Privileges.  We  have 
only  farther  to  remark  concerning  this  Fejii'val,  that  it  is  always 
kept  for  two  Days  together,  and  the  Reafon  hereof  is  this  : 
■  The  Jeius  at  Shujhan  had  two  Days  allow'd  them  to 

revenge  themfelves  of  their  Enemies,  E fiber  ix.  13.  but  the  reft 
of  the  Jenus  in  other  Nations  had  but  one.  This  caus'd,  at 
iirft,  fome  Difference  in  their  Time  of  Feafting  ;  for  the  Jeivsy 
in  all  other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  having  done  Execution  oil 
their  Enemies  on  the  thirteenth  Day,  kept  their  Rejoicing  Feaft 
on  the  fourteenth  ;  but  the  Jeijjs  at  Shujhan,  being  engag'd  in 
this  Work,  both  on  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  Days,  kept 
t\\tiv  Fejii'v  a  I  for  their  Deliverance  on  iheffteenth.  When  Mor- 
decai  however  had  made  a  Record  of  this  great  Deliverance,  hd 
fent  Letters  to  all  the  Je'vos  throughout  the  Dominions  q{  Aha- 
fuerus,  to  eftablifti  it  as  a  ftanding  Ordinance  among  them,  that 
they  (hould  keep  both  the  fourteenth  znA  ffteenth  of  the  Month 
Adar  every  Year,  as  the  Days  whereon  the  Jeivs  refted  from 
their  Enemies  :  And  this  is  the  Reafon  why  the  Feftival  conti- 
nues for  two  Days,  though  the  former  of  them  is  only  kept 
with  great  Solemnity.  Patrick's  Commentary,  HonveWs  Hif- 
tory,  in  the  Notes,  and  Ca/met's  Didionary,  under  the  Word 
Purim. 

-f-  Both  the  Sepluagint,  Vulgate,  and  our  TranJIation,  render 
the  Words  Scphen  Mahir,  a  ready  Scribe,  Ezra,  vii.  6.  as  if,  to 
have  a  quick  Hand  at  writing  out  the  Law,  were  any  great 
Perfedion,  or  that  any  aged  IVlan  (as  Ezra  was)  fhould  be  re- 
nown'd  for  it.  It  was  not  then  for  ^writing,  but  for  explainingy 
the  Things  contain'd  in  the  Scriptures,  that  Ezra  was  fo  fa- 
mous. For,  as  Sepher  fignifies  a  Book,  fo  Sopher  denotes  one 
Ikilled  and  learned  in  that  Book  ;  and,  as  there  was  no  Book 
comparable  to  the  Book  of  the  Lanu,  thersfore  Sepher  became  a 
Name  of  great  Dignity,  and  fignify'd  one,  that  taught  God's 
Law,  and  inllruded  the  People  out  of  it ;  in  which  Senfe  we 
find  the  Word  ypnA/iAalsr;,  or  Scribes,  us'd  in  the  Ne^  Tejiament, 
For  when  our  Saviour  is  faid  to  have  taught  the  People,  as  one 
haHjtng  Authority,  and  not  as  the  Scribes,  this  plainly  ihews,  that 
thefe  Scribes  were  not  Tranfcribers,  but  Teachers,  and  Ex- 
pounders of  the  Laws,  tho'  they  did  not  do  it  with  a  proper 
Authority.     Patrick'^  and  Le  C/erc's  Commentaries. 
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Nation  with  him,  as  were  willing   to  accompany  him  thi-     a.  u. 

ther.  it^t^ciSf 

On  the  firft  Day  of  the  firft  Month  (which  is  called  Nifan^  cj!,*  ^l, ' 
and  might  fall  about  the  Middle  of  our  March)   he  fet  for- From  Ezra 
ward  on  his  Journey  from  Babylon,  f  with  an  ample  Com-^''^^^-  to  the 
miflion,  and  Authority  to  reftore  and  fettle  the  State,  reform  Efth.'Neh. 
the  Church  of  the  Jews,  and  regulate  and  govern  both,  ac-  and  Part  of 
cording  to  their  own  Laws.    When  he  came  to  the  River  A-  ^^fh  f  "J"* 
hava  f ,  he  there  halted,  until  the  reft  of  his  Company  was  iviv^^ 
come  upj  and  then,  having,  in  a  folemn  Faft,  f  recommend- 
ed 

f  It  can  hardly  be  imagin'd,  but  that  fome  more  than  ordi- 
nary Means  were  us'd  to  obtain  fo  great  a  Favour  from  the 
King,  as  this  Commiffion  was ;  and  therefore  we  may  fuppofe, 
that  it  was  granted  at  the  Sollicitation  oi  EJiher,  who  was  be- 
come the  bell  belov'd  of  the  King's  Concuhmes,  though  not  as 
yet  advanc'd  to  the  Dignity  of  i^cea  :  For,  being  it  was  ufual 
for  the  Kings  oi  Perfia,  on  fome  particular  Days  and  Occafions, 
to  allow  their  Women  to  afk  what  Boons  they  pleas'd  ;  'tis  not 
unlikely ,  that,  by  the  Direction  of  Mordecai,  upon  fome  fuch 
Time  and  Occafion  as  this,  Efther  (though  fhe  had  not  difco- 
ver'd  her  Kindred  and  Nation)  might  make  this  the  Matter  of 
her  Requeft,     Prideaux's  Connexion,  Anno  459. 

f  This  was  a  River  of  ^JJyria,  and,  very  probably,  that 
which  ran  along  the  Adiabetie,  where  the  River  Diava,  or  Jdi- 
ava,  is  known  to  be,  and,  upon  which  Ptolemy  places  the  City 
of  Jbane,  or  Aa^vane.  Here,  fome  imagine,  was  the  Country, 
which,  in  the  fecond  Book  of  Kings,  xvii.  24.  is  called  A'vay 
from  whence  the  King  of  AJfyria  tranflated  'the  People  called 
Anjitesy  into  Paleftine,  and,  in  their  Room,  fettled  fome  of  the 
C3.^x.ive  Ifraelites.  It  was  a  common  Thing  for  thofe,  that  tra- 
velled from  Babylon  to  Jerufaiem,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fcorch- 
ing  Heat  of  the  Defert  of  Arabia,  to  (hape  their  Courfe  North- 
ivard  at  firll,  and  then,  turning  to  the  Weflvjard,  to  pafs  through 
Syria  ix\to  Palejiine  ;  but  Ezra  had  a  faither  Reafon  for  his 
taking  this  Rout :  For,  as  he  intended  to  get  together  as  many 
Ifraelites  as  he  could,  to  carry  along  with  him  to  Jerufalem,  he 
took  his  Courfe  this  Way,  and  made  an  Halt  in  the  Country  of 
A-ua,  or  Ahaua,  from  whence  he  might  fend  EmiJJaries  into  the 
Gt/^/aw  Mountains,  to  invi'efuch  Jeijus  as  were  there  to  come 
and  join  him.  Le  Clerc\  Commentary  on  Ezra  viii.  and  Cal- 
met's  Diftionary,  under  the  Word  Ahava. 

f  This  they  had  the  greater  Reafon  to  do,  becaufe  they  car- 
ry'd  Things  of  confiderable  Value  along  with  them;  were  ap- 
prehenfive   of  Enemies,  that  lay  in  wait  for  them  j  and  were 

alham'd 

Vol.  IV,  li 
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A.  M.    ed  himfelf,  and  all  that  were  with  him,  to  the  divine Prote£tion# 
347  5  j^'.-^  on  the  twelfth  Day  he  fet  forward  for  Jerufalem.,  where  they 
529,  &c. '  all  fafely  arrived  on  the  firft  Day  of  the  fifth  Month,  called 
From  Ezra    Jfj^  \,  e.  about  the  Middle  of  our  y«/y,  having  fpent  four 
E '/•'  'Sl^^  whole  Months  in  their  Journey  from  Babylon  thither. 
Efth!Neh.       UpoN  his  Arrival,  Ezra  deliver'd  up  to  the  Temple  the 
and  Part  of  Offerings,  which  had  been  made  to   it  by  the  King,  his 
rndMahchi"^°^^»   and  the  reft  of  the  People  of  Ifrael  that  ftaid  be- 
(^^^^■y^-i^hind,   which  f  amounted  to  a  very  large  Sum  j  and  having 
jind  makes   communicatcd  his  Commiffion  to   the  King's  Lieutenants 
a  Reforma-  g^d  Govcmors  throughout  all  Syria  and  Palejiine,  he  be- 
lh"p7pif  ^°°^  himfelf  to  the  executing  of  the  Contents  of  it. 
7n  Relation      Hi£  had  not  been  long  in  his  Government,   before  he 
to  their       found  that  many  of  the  People  had  taken  Wives  of  other 
Marriages.  ]sf^[JQj,g^  Contrary  to  the  Law  of  God  ;  and  that  feveral  of 
the  Priejis  and  Levites,  as  well  as  other  chief  Men  of  y«i/7^ 
and   Benjamin,    had  tranfgrefs'd  in  this  Particular.     And 
therefore  after   he  had,    *   in  Mourning,    and    Fafting, 

fand 

afham'd  to  aflc  any  Guard  of  the  King,  who,  being  not  much 
inftruded  in  Divine  Matters,  might  poffibly  think,  that  what 
they  faid  of  God's  Favour  towards  them,  and  the  Prophecies 
concerning  their  Rejioration^  were  but  vain  Boafts,  in  cafe  they 
ftiould  feem  to  diftruft  his  Power  and  Favour,  (of  whom  they 
had  fpoken  fo  magnificently)  by  making  Application  to  the  King 
for  his  Protedion  and  Defence.  Rather  therefore  than  give  any 
fuch  Umbrage,  they  were  refolv'd  to  commit  themfelves  entire- 
ly to  God  :  But  then  it  was  neceffary,  that  they  (hould  befeech 
that  of  him,  which,  without  giving  Offence,  they  could  not 
requeft  of  the  King.     Patrick^s  Commentary. 

■^  According  to  the  Account  we  have  of  them  [Ezra  viii.  26, 
27.)  there  were  fix  hundred  and  fifty  Talents  of  Silver,  which, 
at  three  hundred  feventy-five  Pounds  to  the  Talent,  make  two 
hundred  forty-three  Thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds. 
The  Silver  Vefiels  weigh'd  an  hundred  Talents,  which  came  to 
thirty-feven  Thoufand  and  five  hundred  Pounds.  The  Gold  in 
Coin  was  an  hundred  Talents,  which,  at  four  Thoufand  five 
hundred  Pounds  per  Talent,  made  four  hundred  and  fifty  Thou- 
fand Pounds :  And,  befides  all  this,  there  were  twenty  Bafons  of 
Gold  of  a  Thoufand  Drachms,  and  two  Veffels  of  fine  Copper, 
as  valuable  as  Gold.     Howf/yf'sHiftory,  in  the  Notes. 

*  The  Manner,  in  which  Ezra  is  faid  to  have  exprefs'd  his 
Concern  for  tlie  People's  unlawful  Marriages,  is,  by  rending  bis 
Garment,  and  his  Mantle,  Chap.  ix.  3.  /.  e.  both  his  inner  and 
■upper  Garment ;  which  was  a  Token,  not  only  of  great  Grief 
and  Sorrow,  but  of  his  Appreheniions  likewife  oi  the  Divine 

Diipleafure ; 
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fand  Prayer,  deprecated  God's  Wrath  for  fo  fad  an  Apoftacy,     A.  M. 
he  caus'd  Proclamation  to  be  made,  for  all  the  People  of  the  An't?'chrift. 
Land,    that  had  return'd  from  the  Captivity,  to  meet  toge-    529,  &fc,' 
ther  at  Jerufaletn^    under  the  Penalty   of  Excofnmunication  FfO"^  ^zr* 
and  Confifcation  of  their  Goods  ;  and  when   they  met,  he  g^/;  *g°2*^* 
endeavour'd  to  make  them  fenfible  of  their  Sin,  and  engag'd  Efth.'  Neh. 
them   in  a  Promife,   and  Covenant  before  God,   to  depart  ^'"'^  f^""^  "^ 
from  it,  by  putting  away  theiry?r<7w^^  Wives,  and  the  Chil-  an^Maladii' 
dren  that  were  born  of  them,   that  the  Seed  of  Ifrael  might  (./YNgj 
not  be  polluted  by  fuch  an  undue  Commixture :  And,  ac- 
cordingly, Comrniflioners  were  appointed  to  infpedl  this  Af- 
fair, who,  in  three  Months  Time,   made  a  proper  Enquiry, 
and  a  thorough  Reformation  of  this  Enormity. 

Upon  the  Death  of  Zcrubbabel^  the  Adminiftration,  both  Nehemlah  h 
of  civil  and  ecclefiajlical  Affairs,  devolv'd  upon  Ezra  j  h\xtf'^"^  "^  ^°' 
in  the  twentieth  Year  of  Ahafuerus^  ■\  Nehemiah,   a  very  •,^,,7^  ^  Com' 

I  i  2  religious  mijpon  to 

rebuild  the 

Difpleafure  ;  and  by  puH'ing  off  the  Hair  of  his  Head  and  Beard,  Walh  ofjf* 
which  was  ftill  an  higher  Sign  of  exceeding  great  Grief  among  rufalem. 
other  Nations,  as  well  as  the  feivs ;  and  therefore  we  find    in 
Homer,  that  when  Uly£es,  and   his  Companions,  bewailed  the 
Death  of  Elpenor, 

E^o^EPot  ^  hlaiJBa  youv,   TiTO^oilo  ts  %aiTa?.  OdyfT.  X. 

\  The   Prayer   we  have   in  Ezra  ix.    6,  <Jc.    the  Purport 

of  which  is  this : "  That  he  was  confounded,  when 

"  he  thought  of  the  Greatnefs  of  their  Sins,  which  were  ready 
**  to  overwhelm  them,  and  of  the  Boldnefs  and  Infolence  of 
*'  them  beyond  Meafure,  even  tho'  they  had  fecn  the  Divine 
"  Vengeance  upon  their  Forefathers,  in  fo  terrible  a  Manner, 
"  that  they  had  not  yet  worn  off  the  Marks  of  his  Difpleafure. 
*'  He  had  begun  indeed  to  Ihew  Favour  to  fome  of  them ;  but 
"  this  fo  much  the  more  aggravated  their  Wickednefs,  in  that, 
*'  fo  foon  after  their  Reftoration,  and  Settlement  in  their  native 
"  Country,  they  had  return'd  to  their  old  Provocations,  not- 
"  withftanding  the  many  Admonitions  in  the  Law,  and  the 
"  Prophets,  to  have  nothing  to  do  wilh  the  People  of  Canaan, 
*'  except  it  were  to  expel,  and  root  them  out.  What  then  can 
"  we  expefl,  fays  he,  but  the  utter  Deftrudlion  of  the  fmall 
"  Remnant  that  is  left  of  us,  if,  after  all  the  Punifliments,  which 
*'  God  hasinflifted  on  us,  and  his  beginning  now  to  be  gracious 
"  unto  us,  we  relapfe  into  the  fame  Offences,  for  which  we 
"  have  fo  feverely  fuffer'd  ?  For,  while  we  remain  Montiments 
*'  of  his  iVIercy,  and  yet  appear  before  him  in  our  Ahojninatiorts, 
"  we  murt  be  dumb,  and  have  nothing  to  plead  in  Excufe  of  our 
"  deteftable  Ingratitude."     Pix.ty'uk\  Commentary.  , 

•f-  It  may  well  be   queftion'd,  whether  thia  Nehcmiah  be  the 
fame,  that  is  mention'd  in  Ezra,  (Chap.  ii.  2.  and  Neh.  vii.  7.) 

as 
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A.  M.     religious  and  excellent  Perfon  among  thofe  of  the  Captivity, 

347  5>  ^"5'  and  who  was  a  great  Favourite  with  that  Prince^  fucceeded 

<2o    &c.  '  hi'"  J"  ^^^  Government  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem.     He  had 

From     inform'd  himfelf  from  fome  People,   that  were  come  from 

^*" '^1, 7'    Jerufalem,  of  the  miferable  State  and  Condition  of  that  City ; 

aliEft'h.Nch!  that  f  its  Walls  were  broken  down,  and  its  Gates  burnt,  fo 

and  Part  of  that  its  Inhabitants  lay  open,  not  only  to  the  Incurficns  and 

Hagg.Zech.  jpj\j]ts  Qf  fhgij.  Enemies,  but  to  the  Reproach  likewife  and 

*J\j>->J^tJ\  Contempt   of   their  Neighbours.     Tiiis   mournful  Relation 

afFefled  the  good  Man   to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he  apply'd 

himfelf  in  Fafting  and  (f)  Prayer  to  God,  and  humbly  be- 

fought,  that  he  would  be  pleas'd  to  favour  the  Defign,  which 

he  had  conceiv'd  of  afking  the  King's  Permifiion  to  go  to 

Jerufalem. 

By  his  Office,  he  f  was  Cup  bearer  to  the  King;  and 

therefore, 

as  one,  that  return'd  from  the  Bahylonijh  Captivity  under  Ze- 
rubbabel;  fince  from  the  firft  Year  of  Cyrus,  to  the  tijoentieth  of 
ArtaxerxesLongimanus,  there  are  no  lefs,  than  ninety  two  Years 
intervening  ;  fo  that  Nehemiah  muft,  at  this  Time,  have  been  a 
rery  old  Man ;  upon  the  loweft  Computation,  above  an  Hun- 
dred, and,  confequently,  utterly  incapable  of  being  the  King's 
Cup- Bearer,  of  taking  a  Journey  from  Bhujh'an  to  JerufaUnty 
and  of  behaving  there  with  all  that  Courage  and  Adtivity,  that 
is  recorded  of  him.  Upon  this  Prefumption  therefore,  we  may 
conclude,  that  this  was  a  diiFerent  Perfon  tho'  of  the  fame 
Name  ;  and  that  Tarjhatha  (the  other  Name,  by  which  he  is 
called,  Ezra  ii.  63.  and  iV^^.  vii.  65.)  denotes  the  Title  of  his 
Office,  and,  both  in  the  Perjtan  and  Chaldean  Tongues,  was  the 
general  Name  given  to  all  the  King's  Dcputiesy  and  Governors. 
he  C/erc's  and  Poo/'s  Annotations  on  Neh.  i. 

•}•  The  ComniiiTions,  which  had  hitherto  been  granted  the 
■  Jeius,  were  fuppos'd  to  extend  no  farther  than  to  the  Rebuilding 
of  the  Temple,  and  their  own  private  Houfes;  and  therefore 
the  Walls  and  Gates  of  their  City  lay  in  the  fame  ruinous  Condi- 
tion, in  which  the  Chaldeans  left  them,  after  that  Devaflation. 
PatricFs  Commentary,  and  Poc/'s  Annotations. 
(TyNeh.i.  5. 

•f  This  was  a  Place  of  great  Honour  and  Advantage  in  the 
Verfian  Court,  becaufe  of  the  Privilege  which  it  gave  him,  that 
was  in  it,  of  being  daily  in  the  King's  Prefence,  and  the  Oppor- 
tunity tvhich  he  had  thereby,  of  gaining  his  Favour,  for  the  ob- 
taining of  any  Petition  that  he  Ihould  make  to  him.  And  that 
it  was  a  Place  of  great  Advantage,  feems  evident  by  Nihemiah's 
gaining  thofe  immenfe  Riches,  which  enabled  him.  for  fo  many 
Years  {Neh.  v,  14,  19  )  out  of  his  own  private  Purfe  only,  to 

live 
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therefore,  when  it  came  f  to  his  Turn  to  wait,   the  King,    A,  M. 
obferving  that  his  Countenance  was  not  fo  chearful,as  at  other  ^'^^'^^'^.^Ij: 
Times,  and  being  told,  that  the  diftreffed  State  of  his  Coun-   529,  &c'. 
try,  and  of  the  City,  where  his  Anceftors  were  bury'd,  were  '^'■°'"  E^";' 
the  only  Caufeof  it,  gave  him,  at  his  Repucft,  thro'  the  In-  EnJ/jjl'^^ 
terceflion  of  the  Queen,    (who  [g)  was  then  fitting  with  Efth.' Neh. 
him)  Leave  to  go  to  Jerufalerriy    arid  a  full  CommilTion  (as^"*^  ^*^'^  "f 
his  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Judea)  to  repair  the  Walls,  andMalachi* 
and  to   fet  up  the  Gates,   and  fortify  the  City   again  in  the  y^'^sS 
fame  Manner  that  it  was,  before  it  was  difmantled,  and  de- 
ilroy'd  by  the  Babylonians  ;  but,  upon  this  Condition  it  was, 
thhat  he  fhould  return  to  Court  again,  at  fuch  a  f  determi- 
nate Time. 

The  King,  at  the  fame  Time,  wrote  Letters  to  all  the 
Governors  beyond  the  Euphrates^  to  be  aiding  and  afiifting 
to  him  in  the  Work.  He  fent  his  Order  to  AJoph^  the 
Keeper  of  his  Forefts  in  thofe  Parts,  to  furnifh  him  with 
whatever  Timber  he  fhould  want,  not  only  for  the  Repara- 
tion of  the  Towers,  and  Gates  of  the  City,  but  for  the 
building  of  himfelf  an  Houfe  liicewife,  as  Governor  of  the 
Prov?hce,  to  live  in  ;  and  (to  do  him  ftill  more  Honour)  he 
fent  a  Guard  of  Horfe,  under.the  Command  of  feme  of  the 
Captains  of  his  Army,  to  conduft  him  fafe  tohis  Govern- 
ment. 

I  i  3  With 

live  in  his  Government,  with  all  that  Splendor  and  Expence 
(that  will  hereafter  be  related)  without  burthening  the  People  at 
all  for  it.     Prideaux's  Connedion,  Anno  445. 

-j-  Commentators  have  generally  obferv'd,  that  it  was  almoft 
four  Months  between  his  hearing  of  the  difconfolate  Condition 
wherein  Jerufuhm  lay,  and  his  requefting  Leave  of  the  King  to 
go  thither.  But  ^beiides  that  it  might  not  come  to  his  owa 
Turn  of  waiting  fooner)  there  might  be  thefe  farther  ReaCons  af- 
iign'd  for  this  his  long  Silence  and  Delay.  As,  that  he  could 
not  take  fo  long  and  dangerous  a  Journey  in  the  Winter  ;  that  he 
could  no  fooner  meet  with  a  feafonable  Opportunity  of  fpeaking 
with  the  King  upon  {o  critical  zn  Affair  ;  or  (as  others  will  have 
it)  that  he  retir'd  all  this  intermediate  while,  and  fpent  it  in  Fad- 
ing and  Prayer.  PooPs  Annotations,  and  Patrick's  Commenta- 
ry. 

[g]  Neh.  ii.  6.  _ 

f  How  long  this  was,  it  is  not  certain.  'Tis  faid  indeed, 
that  he  was  Go'vernor  in  the  Land  of  Judah  for  tnjjel've  Tears, 
Chap.  V.  14. — xiii.  6.  But  conlidering  what  Hafte  he  made  in 
difpatching  the  Building  of  the  Walls,  which  he  finiih'd  in  two 

aud 
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A.M.  WjTH  thcfe  Letters  and  Powers,  iV>/;<:w/fl^  arriv'd   at 

AVt^Chrif!   Ji^r^J^i^f^y   ^nd  was  kindly   rccciv'd  by  ilit:  People ;  but  it 
52q,  &c.   was  three  Days,  before  lie  acquainted  any  one  with  the  Oc- 
From  Ezra  cafion  of  his  Coming.  On  the  third  Day  at  Night,  he,  with 
En/"  IV  *^ome  few  Attendants,   went  privately    round  the  City,  to 
Efth!  Neh.  take  a  View  of  the  Walls,    which  he  found  in  a  ruinous 
ana  Part  ot"  Condition  ;  and,   on  the  next,    called  together  the  chief  of 
^dMafachi!  ^^^  ^''^•^P^^?   and,  *  having  reminded  them   of  the  dcfolate 
W'^''*S^  Manner,  in  which  "the  Walls  of  their  City  lay,  and  exhort- 
ed them  to  fet  about  the  Reparation  of  them,   he  produc'd 
his  Commijfion   and  Letters  to  that  Purpofe,   which,  when 
they   were  read,   fo   gladden'd  aad   reviv'd  their  drooping 
Spirits,  that  they  joyfully  and  unanimoufly  cry'd  out,  Let  us 
rife  nnd  build. 
Which  he         In  carrying  on  the  Building,  Nehaniah  divided  the  People 
""^"h'^reat    '"'■^  ^^^ci"^!  Companies,  and   aflign'd  to  each  of  them   the 
Succefs,  not-  Quarter  where  they  were  to  work,  referving  to  himfelf  the 
nvithftand-    Reviewal  and  Diredion  of  the  whole.     But  they  had  not 

lat's  Defigns  ^""S 

to  defeat 

tim.  and  fifty  Days,  the  Leave  which  he  aik'd  might  be  but  "for  a 

Year,  or  perhaps  half  fo  much  i  after  which  Time,  it  is  hkely, 
that  he  return'd  to  Shufyan  according  to  his  Promife  ;  but  feme 
Time  after  wasfent  back  again  by  the  King,  (who  found  his 
Prefence  there  ferviceable,  or  perhaps  necefTary,  for  the  better 
Regulation  of  that  Province)  to  be  his  Governor  for  tijuehe 
Tears.     Patrick''s  Commentary. 

*  The  Speech  vv-hich  Jofefhus  puts  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Go- 
vernor, upon  this  Occa|ion,  is  to  this  Effeft. "  You  cannot 

*'  but   fee  and  underftand,  you  Men  of  Judea,  that  we   our- 
*'  fclves  are,  at  this  Day,  under   the  Power  and    Providence 
**  of  the   fame  Almighty  and  merciful  God,  that  did  fo  many 
"  Things  for  our  Forefathers,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  out 
*'  of  ">  gracious  Regard  to  their  Piety  and  Jultice  :  And  it  is  by 
**  the  Favour  of  that  God,  that  I  have  now  obtain'd  Leave  from 
•*  the  King  to  enter  upon  the  Rebuilding  of  your  Wall,  and  the 
*'  putting  of  an  End  to  the  Work  of  the  Temple  that  is  yet  un- 
*'  finiih'd.     But  taking  this  for  granted,  that  you  live  among  a 
*'  Sort  of  malicious  and  fpiteful  Neighbours,  who  would  do  all 
*'  that  is  to  be  done  in  Nature,  for  the  croffing  of  your  Defign, 
"  when  they  come  once  to  fee  you  heartily  intent  upon  the  Un- 
*'  dertaking,  I  fhall  therefore  recommend  it  to  you,  in  the  firft 
*'  Place,  refohitely  and  fearlefsly  to  call  yourfelves  upon  God, 
"  who  wiii  moft  cert.iinly  defeat  all  the  Practices  of  your  Ene- 
f*  mies ;  and,  in  the  next  Place,  to  ply  your  Bufmefs  Day  and 
*•  Night,  without  any  IntermifTion  either  of  Care  or  of  Labour, 
«'  this  being  the  proper  Seafon  for  it."    Ji'wijh  Antiq.  lib.  xi. 
?'5- 
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long  proceeded  in  the  Work,  before  Sanballat^  an  Officer  of    A.  m. 
the  Moabites,  and  Tobiah^  a  Man  of  Note  among  the  Am-'i^i^>  ^':- 
monites,  two  bitter  Enemies  t6  the  jfewijh  Nation,  began  to  5  "q"  £5= "  * 
fcofF  and  ridicule  their  Undertaking.     As  the  Work  how-  From  Ezra 
ever  advanc'd,   they  chang'd   their  A'i?^^,  and  apprehending'^- J- "^^^ 
themfelves  in  Danger  from  the  growing  Greatnefs  of  theEfth.'Neh. 
JewSf  were  refolv'd  to  put  a  flop  to  their  future  Progrefs.     and  Part  of 
To   this  Purpofe,  they  enter'd  into  a  Confederacy  with  ^'^'B;  ?-"^ 

y.  •   1  t         •       X  T     •  ^i  1      c  •         andMalachi. 

lome  neighbourmg  JNations,  to  come  upon  them  by  ourpnze,  ^  v' "NJ 
demolifh  their  Works,  and  put  them  all  to  the  Sword  ;  but 
the  Governor  having  notice  of  this  their  Defign,  and  fend- 
ing out  Sccuts  daily  to  obferve  their  Motions,  plac'd  a  Guard 
well  arm'd  to  defend  and  encourage  the  Workmen  j  and 
order'd  that  each  Workman  fhould  have  his  Arms  nigh 
^t  Hand,  in  cafe  they  were  attack'd ;  while  himfelf  went 
often  in  Perfon  among  them,  by  his  Precept  and  Example 
encouraging  them  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  and  in  his  Speeches 
and  Exhortations,  putting  them  frequently  in  mind,  that  it 
was  for  their  Wives,  their  Brethren,  and  Children  (in  cafe 
they  were  compelled  to  it)  that  they  fought :  So  that,  by 
thefe  Means,  they  fecur'd  themfelves  againft  all  the  Attempts, 
and  Defigns,  of  their  Enemies,  until  the  Work  was  brought 
to  a  Conclusion, 

SJNBJLLJT,  and  the  reft  of  his  Confederates, 
perceiving  that  their  Plot  was  difcover'd,  and  not  daring  to 
attack  Nehemiah  by  open  Force,  had  recourfe  to  Craft  and 
Stratagem.  To  this  Purpofe,  under  Pretence  of  ending  the 
Difference  between  them,  in  an  amicable  Manner,  they  fent 
to  invite  him  to  a  Conference,  in  a  certain  Village,  in  the 
Plain  of  0«o,  which  belong'd  to  the  Tribe  of  Benjamin,  in- 
tending there  to  do  him  a  Mifchief ;  but  Nehemiah,  very 
probably  fufpeding  their  wicked  Defign,  return'd  in  An- 
fwer  to  the  four  Meflages  of  the  fame  Import,  which  they 
fucceffively  fent,  '*  That  the  Work,  wherein  he  was  en- 
*'  g^g'd,  requir'd  his  perfonal  Attendance,  and  therefore  he 
*'  could  not  come." 

SANBALLAT,  perceiving  that  Nehemiah  was  too 
cautious  to  be  enfnar'd  by  a  general  Invitation,  fent,  by  his 
Servant,  a  Letter,  wherein  he  inform'd  him,  that  the  cur- 
rent Report  was,  — —  "  That  he  was  building  the  Walls 
"  of  Jerufalem  only  to  make  it  a  Place  of  Strength,  to  fup- 
"  port  his  intended  Revolt ;  that,  to  this  Purpofe,  he  had 
*'  fuborn'd  falfe  Prophets  to  favour  his  Defign,  and  to  en- 
*'  courage  the  People  to  chufe  him  King  ;  and  that  there- 
**  fgrcj  to  flop  the  Courfe  of  thefc  Rumours,  (which  in  a 
I  i  4  *'  (hort 
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A.  M^  <«  (hort  Time  would  come  to  the  King's  Ears)  he  advis'd 
Atu^'chr[ft.  *'  '^™  ^°  come  to  him,   that  they    might  confer  together, 

5?.9,  &c.  *'  and  take  fuch  Refolutions,'  as  were  convenient."  But 
From  Ezra  Nehemiah^  knowing  Iiis  own  Innocence,  eafily  faw  thro' 
En/'  aV  ^'^^^  /hallow  Contrivance,  and  rcturn'd  him  for  Anfwer, 
Efth.'  Neh.  That  all  thefe  Accufatiom  were  falje^  and  the  Inventions  on- 
andPartof  ly  of  his  OWH  naughty  Heart  \  fo  that  finding  himfclf  difapi- 
^dMaShi!  pointed  here  likewife,  he   betook  himfelf  to  this   luft  Expc- 

'I  HERE  was  one  Shemaiah,  the  Son  of  Delaiah  the  Prieft, 
a  great  Friend  to  Nehe/niah,  whom  Sanballat  had  brib'd  to 
his  Intereft.  This  Man  pretended  to  the  Gift  of  Prophecy  : 
And  therefore,  when  Nchemiah  came  to  his  Houfe  one  Day, 
he  foretold,  that  his  Enemies  would  make  an  Attempt  to 
murther  him  that  very  Night,  and  therefore  advis'd  him  to 
go  with  him  f  into  the  inner  Part  of  the  Temple,  and  ki 
fecure  themfelves  by  (hutting  the  Doors.  But,  tho'  Nche- 
miah did  not  apprehend  the  Other's  Defign,  (which  he  came 
to  find  out  afterwards)  yet,  out  of  a  Senfe  of  Honour  and 
Religion,  he  declar'd  pofitively, "  That,  come  what  would  f, 

"  he 

•\-  By  the  Houfe  of  God,  nvithin  the  Temple  (as  it  is  in  the 
Text,  Neh.  vi.  10.)  Shemaiah  certainly  meant  the  San^uary  ; 
and  to  advife  Nehemiah  to  retreat  thither,  he  had  a  good  Pre- 
tence, becaufe  it  was  both  d^Jirong  and  a.  facrea  ?\2iC&,  being  de- 
fended by  a  Guard  of  Lenjites,  and,  by  its  Holincfs,  privileg'd 
from  all  rude  Approaches.  But  his  real  Defign  herein  might  be, 
not  only  to  difgrace  Nehemiah,  and  diftiearten  the  People,  when 
they  faw  their  Governor's  Convardice,  but  to  prepare  the  Way 
likewife  for  the  Enemies  afiaulting  and  taking  the  City,  when 
there  was  no  Leader  to  oppofe  them  ;  to  give  Countenance  to 
the  Calumny  that  had  been  fpread  abroad,  of  his  affeiiing  to  be 
made  King,  becaufe  he  fled  upon  the  Report  of  it ;  and  perhaps, 
by  the  Affiftance  of  fome  other  Priefts,  that  were  his  Confede- 
rates, either  to  deftroy  him,  or  to  fecure  his  Perfon,  until  the 
City  was  betray'd  into  the  Enemies  Hands.  Patrick's  Commen- 
tary, and  Poors  Annotations. 

■\  The  Words  of  Nehemiah,  upon  this  Occafion,  are  very 
fignificant,  as  well  as  magnanimous.  Should  fuch  a  Man  as  I 
flee  ?  *'  I,  the  chief  Governor,  upon  whofe  Prefence,  and 
*'  Counfel,  and  Conduft,  the  very  Life,  and  Being,  of  the 
*'  whole  City  and  Nation  does,  in  a  great  Meafure,  depend  : 
*•  I,  who  have  profefs'd  fuch  Refolution,  Courage  and  Confi- 
*'  dence  in  God;  I,  who  have  had  fuch  eminent  Experience  of 
*'  God's  gracious  and  powerful  AfTiftances,  of  his  calling  mc  to 

"  this 
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^'  he  would   not  quit  his  Station,    becaufe   it  would  badly     A.  M, 
**  become  a  Man  in  his  Charader,  to  feek  out  for  Refuge,  ](^/J'c£^|^^ 
**  when  he  faw  Danger  approaching."  5^5^  ^<./ 

These,  and  many  more,   Difficulties,  the  good  Gover- from  Ezr« 
nor  had   to  contend  with ;  but,  by   God's   Afliftance,    he  ^^'^J\  ^^^^^^ 
overcame  them  all,  and,  in    the  Space   of  two  and    fifty  Efth.'  Neh. 
Days,  having  compleated  the  whole  Work,  he  afterwards  ^nd  Part  of 
held  t  a  Dedication  of  the  Walls   and  Gates  of  Jerufalem,  ^H^^'^l^; 
with  fuch  Solemnity  and  Magnificence,  as  a  Work  of  that  t>ri/^sj 
Nature  requir'd.  Bh  Dedica. 

To  this  Purpofe  he  feparated   the  Priefts,  the  "Ltv'iiQs,*^"  °f '''' 
and  the  Princes  of  the  People,  into  two  Companies,  one  of  ^/r^  orders 
which  walk'd  to  the  right  Hand,  and  the  other  to  the  left,  fir  the  Pre. 
on  the  Top  of  the   XValls,     The  two  Companies,   which ■g'j^^J"''  */ 
were  to  meet  at  the  Temple,  in  their   Proceffion   were  at- 
tended with  Mufick,  both   Vocal  and  Injlrumental.     When 
they  came  to  the  Temple,  they  there  read  the   Law,  of- 
Fer'd  Sacrifices,  and   made  great   Rejoicings ;  and,    as  the 
Feaft  of  Tabernacles,    happen'd   at   the  fame  Time,  they 
fail'd  not  to  celebrate  it  with  great  Solemnity. 

When  the  Walls  were  finifh'd,  Nehemiah,  to  prevent 
any  Treachery  from  his  Enemies,  either  within  or  without 
the  City,  f  gave  the  Charge  of  the  Gates  to  his   Brother 

Hanatii^ 

"  this  Employment,  and  carrying  me  through  it,  when  the 
"  Danger  was  greater  than  now ;  (hall  I  di{honour  God,  and 
"  Religion,  and  betray  the  People  and  City  of  God  by  my 
*'  Cowardice  ?  God  forbid." 

f  Dedication  is  a  religious  Ceremony,  whereby  any  Temple, 
Altar,  and  Vell'el  thereunto  belonging,  is  by  the  Pronunciation 
of  a  certain  Form  of  Bleffing,  confecrated  to  the  Service  of 
God  ;  and  this  Dedication,  we  may  obferve,  extends  not  only 
to  Things  facred,  but  to  Cities  and  their  Walls,  and  fometimes 
to  private  Houfes,  Deut.  xx.  v.  As  therefore  A-Zo/Ivin  the  Wil- 
dcrnefs  dedicated  the  Tabernacle,  and  Solomon  the  Temple, 
when  he  had  finifh'd  it  ;  fo  Nehemiah,  having  put  Things  in 
good  Order,  built  the  Walls  and  fet  up  the  Gates,  thouglit 
proper  to  dedicate  the  City,  as  a  Place  which  God  himfelf  had 
chofen,  and  fanftify'd  by  his  Temple,  and  gracious  Prefence  ; 
and  by  this  Dedication,  to  reftore  it  to  him  again,  after  it  had 
been  laid  wafte,  and  profan'd  by  the  Devallation  of  the  Hta- 
thens.     Patrick's  Commentary,  and  Pool\  Annotations. 

•f-  Nehemiah,  very  likely,  was  now  returning  to  Shujban  to 
give  the  King  an  Account  of  the  State  of  Alfairs  in  Judea ; 

and 
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A;  ^'  Hanani,  and  to  Hananiah^  Marjhal  of  his  Palace  f ,  two 
Ant;"chri?.  Men,  in  whom  he  could  confide  ;  commanding  them  not 
529,  Gfc.  to  fuffer  the  Gates  to  be  open'd  till  fome  Time  after  Sun- 
?■■*""  ^"^  rifing,  to  fee  them  fafe  barred  at  Night,  and  to  fet  the 
En/j  a°i  ^  Watch,  which  ftiould  confift  of  fettled  Houfe-Keepers, 
Efth.  Neh.  that  wcrc  careful  and  diligent  Men  :  And,  for  the  ftill  far- 
Ha  ''^  z'ech  *'^^^  Security  of  the  City,  obferving  that  the  f  Number  of 
andMalachi!  its  Inhabitants  was .  too  few,  he  order'd  that  the  principal 
\y>f\^yitn  of  the  Nation  ftiould  there  fix  their  Habitations, 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  caus'd  the  reft   to   f  caft  Lots, 

whereby 

and  therefore  he  took  care  to  place  fuch  Men  in  the  City,  as 
he  knew  would  faithfully  fecure  it  in  his  Abfence.  Hanani  is 
faid  to  be  his  Brother  ;  but  he  chofe  his  Officers,  not  out  of 
-partial  Views  to  his  own  Kindred,  but  becaufe  he  knew  that 
they  would  acquit  themfelves  in  their  Employment  with  a  Ilrift 
Fidelity.  Hanani  had  given  Proof  of  his  Zeal  for  God  and  his 
Country,  in  his  taking  a  tedious  Journey  from  Jerufalem  to 
Shujhany  to  inform  Nehemiah  of  the  fad  Eftate  of  Jerufalem, 
and  to  implore  his  helping  Hand  to  relieve  it,  Chap.  i.  And 
the  Reafon  why  'Nehemiah  put  fuch  Truft  and  Confidence  in  Ha- 
naniah,  was,  becaufe  he  was  a  Man  of  Confcience,  and  afted 
upon  religious  Principles,  which  would  keep  him  from  thofe 
Temptations  to  Perfidioufnefs,  which  he  might  probably  meet 
with  in  his  Abfence^  and  againft  which,  a  Man,  deftitute  of  the 
Fear  of  God,  has  no  fufficient  Fence.  Patrick's  Commentary, 
and  PWs  Annotations. 

f  So  the  Houfe,  that  was  built  for  'Nehemiah''^  Refidence, 

might  juftly  be  called,  becaufe  he  liv'd  there  in  great  Splendor, 

tho'  wholly  at  his    own  Charge,  and,   as   the  King's  Vice-roj, 

there   gave  Audience   to  the  i^-eople,  as   a  King  is  wont  in  his 

.  Palace.     Patrick's  Commentary,  and  Poofs  Annotations. 

•f-  One  Reafon,  why. the  Bulk  of  the  Jenjus  (who  were  orir 
ginally  Faftors,  and  Lovers  of  Agriculture)  might  rather  chufe 
to  live  in  the  Country  than  at  Jerufalem,  was,  becaufe  it  was 
more  fuited  to  their  Genius,  and  Manner  of  Life  :  But  at  this 
Time  their  Enemies  were  fo  enrag'd  to  fee  the  Walls  built  a- 
gain,  and  fo  reftlefs  in  their  Defigns  to  keep  the  City  from  ri- 
fing  to  its  former  Splendor,  that  it  terrify'd  many  from  coming 
to  dwell  there,  thinking  themfelves  more  fafe  in  the  Country, 
where  their  Enemies  had  no  Pretence  to  difturb  them.  Le 
Clerc's  and  Patricks  Commentaries. 

f  Tho'  the  calling  of  Lots  be  certainly  forbidden,  where  the 
Thing  is  done  out  of  a  Spirit  of  Superfition^  or  with  a  Defign 
to  tempt  God  -,  yet,  on  fome  Occafions,  it  is  enjoin'd  by  God 

himfelf; 
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whereby  a  tenth  Part  of  the  whole  People  of  Judah  and    A.  M. 
Benjamin   f   became   oblig'd  to  dwell    zt.  Jerufalem,  '^°' llit!  cSif. 
thole  who  came  voluntarily,  were  better  receiv'd.  529,  &c. 

While  the    Walls  of  the    City   were  building,    there  From  Ezra 
happen'd  a  kind  oi  Mutiny  among  the  common  People,  ^J". '"jiV*^ 
which  might   have   been    of  fatal  Confequence,  had  it  notEfth.'Neh. 
been  timely  compos'd:  For  the  Rich  taking  the  Advantage  ai^"!  Part  of 
of  the  meaner  Sort,  had   f  exacted  heavy   Ufury  of  them,"*j^^^,3"lji[ 
infomuch,  that  they  made   them  pay  the  Centefima  for  all  \.ysrsa 
the  Money,  that  was  lent    them,  /'.  e.  one  per  Cent,  iov  His  Suppref. 
every  Month,  which  amounted  to  twelve  per  Cent,  for  the-^°y/^/"^^i 
whole  Year,     This  Oppreffion  reduc'd  them  fo  low,  t\\dX  Manner  of 
they    were  forc'd  to  mortgage  their  Lands,    Houfes,  and/'wn^. 
Tenements,  and  even  to  fell  their  Children  into  Servitude, 

to 

himfelf ;  and  the  moft  holy  Perfons  both  in  the  Old  and  Neia 
Tejiament,  in  particular  Caies,  have  pradlis'd  it.  The  wife  Man 
acknowledges  the  Ufefulnefs  of  this  Cuftom,  when  he  tells  us, 
that  the  Lot  eaufeth  Conttntion  to  ceafe,  and  fart  eth  het'ween  the 
Mighty,  Prov.  xviii.  i8,  and  therefore  it  was  no  bad  Policy, 
(as  Tnings  now  llood)  to  take  this  Method  of  Decilion,  fince  the 
Lot  (which  all  allow'd  was  under  the  Divine  Direftion)  falling 
upon  fuch  a  Perfon,  rather  than  another,  would  be  a  great 
Means,  no  doubt,  to  make  him  remove  more  contentedly  to  the 
City.  Patrick's  Commentary,  and  Calmet^%  Didtionary,  under 
the  Word  Lot. 

\  Thefe  were  the  tv/o  Tribes^  that  antiently  pofiefs'd  yeru- 
falem,  which  ftood  partly  in  one  Tribe,  and  partly  in  the  other ; 
for  which  Reafon,  in  fome  Places  of  Scripture,  feru/alem  is 
reckoned  as  belonging  to  the  Children  of  Judah,  Jofh.  xv.  63. 
and  Judg.  xviii.  and  in  others,  to  the  Children  of  Benjamin, 
Judg.  xxi.  28.  but  what  Part  of  the  City  belong'd  to  the  one, 
and  what  to  the  other,  is  not  fo  well  agreed  among  learned 
Men.  Since  thefe  two  Tribes  however,  were  the  antient  In- 
habitants of  the  City,  there  was  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World, 
why,  in  this  Scarcity  of  Inmates,  they,  above  any  others, 
(hould  be  oblig'd  to  come  and  dwell  there.  Patrick'^  Com- 
mentary. 

\  This  Ufury  was  the  more  grievous,  becaufe  it  was 
not  only  contrary  to  their  Law,  and  demanded  at  a  Time  when 
they  were  hard  at  Work,  and  their  Enemies  threatening  to  de- 
|lroy  them  all ;  but  (as  fome  have  obferv'd)  that  the  twentieth 
of  Ahafuerus  (wherein  this  was  done)  began  about  the  End  of  a 
Jahhatical  Year,  after  the  Law,  which  forbad  every  Creature  to 
fexaft  any  Debt  of  his  Neighbour  or  his  Brother,  Deut.  xv.  z . 
had  been  fo  frequently  read.  This  rais'd  the  Cry  of  the  Poor 
to  a  greater  Height,  having  been  forc'd  to  fell  their  Children, 

and 
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A.  M.    to   have    f    wherewith  to   buy  Bread  for  the  Support  of    • 
Ant^  Chr'ift  ^hcmfclves,    and    their  Families  j    which   being  a  manifeft 
$29,  ^c.  Breach  of  the  Law  of  God,  (for  (h)    that   forbids   all  the 
from  Ezra   Race  of  Ijracl  to  take  Ufury  of  any  of  their  Brethren)  A^*?- 
En/*  aV  ^  ^^^^"t^^y  ^^  ^oo"  ^3  he  was  inform'd  thereof,  refolv'd  to   re- 
Efth*Neh.    move  fo  great  an  Iniquity.     And,  accordingly,  having  cal- 
aiid  I'art  of"  Jed  a  general  Aflembly  of  the  People,  wherein  he  fet  be- 
amiMafadli".  ^°^^  ^'^^"^  ^'""^  Nature  of  the  Offence,  how  great  a  Breach 
^_^  y->^it  was  of  the  Divine  Law,  and   how  heavy  an   Oppreffion 
upon  their  Brethren  ;  what  Handle  it  might  give  their  Ene- 
mies to  reproach  them  ;  and  how  much  it   might    provoke 
the  Wrath  of  God  againft  them  all ;  he  caus'd  it  to  be  en- 
a6ied  by  the  general  Suffrage   of  the   whole  Aflembly,  that 
every  one  fhould  return  to  his  Brother  whatever  he  had  ex- 
acted of  him  upon  Ufury,  and  fhould  likewife  releafe  all  the 
Lands,    Houfts,    and    Tenements,    that  he  had,    at  any 
Time,    taken   of  him  upon    Mortgage  ;  which    j£i    prc- 
fently  remov'd  all  Uneafmefs,  and  pacify 'd    the  Minds  of 
the  People. 

The  Governor  himfclf  indeed  was  fo  far  from  coun- 
tenancing any  Manner  of  Opprefllon,  that  he  did  not  exaiSl 
the  daily  Revenue  oi  forty  Shekels  of  Silver,  and  the  con- 
ftant  Furniture  of  his  Table  with  Provifions  ;  but  remitted 
thefe,  and  all  other  Advantages  of  his  Place,  that  might  any 
VVay  be  troublefome  and  chargeable  to  the  People.  Nay, 
he  not  only  refMs'd  the  Allowance,  which  was  due  to  him, 

a$ 

and  depriv'd  now  of  all  Power  of  redeeming  them,  becaufc 
their  Lands  were  mortgag'd  to  thefe  OpprelTors.  Patrick^^ 
Commentary. 

-f  Not  long  before  this,  there  had  been  a  great  Scarcity,  for 
want  of  Rain,  which  God  thought  proper  to  with-hold,  in  Pu- 
niAmertt  for  the  People's  taking  more  Care  to  build  their  own 
Houfes,  than  his,  as  we  read.  Hag,  i,  9,  ^c.  In  which  Time 
the  Rich  had  no  Compaffion  on  their  poor  Brethren,  but  forc'd 
them  to  part  with  all  they  had  for  Bread  ;  and  now  (what  made 
th.m  ftill  more  miferable)  another  Dearth  was  come  upon  them, 
which  might  e.fily  happen,  from  the  Multitude  of  People,  that 
were  employ'd  in  the  Repair  of  the  Walls ;  from  the  Building- 
Work,  which  hindered  them  from  providing  for  their  Families 
fome  other  Way  ;  and  from  the  daily  Dread,  they  had  of  their 
Enemies,  which  might  keep  them  from  going  abroad  to  fetch 
in  Provifion,  and  the  Country-People  from  bringing  it  in.  Pw 
trick^s  Commentary,  and  Pool'^  Annotations. . 

(/{•jExod.xxii.  25. 
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as  Governor,  but,  at  his  own  Charge  f,  kept  open  Houfe,     ^^-'^^'^ 
entertaining  every  Day  at  his  Table,  an  hundred   and   fifty  itc!  chnft. 
of  the  Jews,  and  their  Rulers,  befides  Strangers  ;  for  which    ^29,  &c. 
he  conftantly  allow'd  an  Ox,  fix  fat    Sheep,  and  Fowl  in  ?"""  E^' J^ 
Proporton,  and,  on  every  tenth  Day,  Vv'ine  of  all  Sorts.  'I'J'.  '"„'  '* 
Befides  this,  he  gave  (/')  many  rich  Prefents  to  the  Temple,  Eiih.  Neb. 
and,  bv  his  generous    Example,    encourag'd  others,    both  !•"*  ''^"  "f 
Pnnces  and  People,  to  do  the  like.  anuivialachi. 

Thus  Nehetniah,  with  great  Honour  and  Applaufe,  hav-  .^^-v'"n^ 
ing  executed  the  Com  million,  with  which  he  was  fent  to  Beforehert- 
Jerufalem  ;  at  the  Expiration  of  the  Time  which  was  al-  '^^"'^  "^^ 
low'd  him,  he  return'd   to  Shujhan,  according  to  his  Pro-„;j/;e/^//,;E„ 
mife  to  the  King.     But   before  he    did  that,  f  Ez.ra  thQp'indpai 
learned  Scribe,  at  the  Requeft  of  the  People,  producM  if^^a^J^^r" 
Book  of  the  Latv,  which  he  had  now  compleated,  and,  hav- 
ino-  divided  the  Company  into  feveral  Parts,  he  (with  thir- 
teen Priefts  more)  read  from  a  wooden  Pulpit  f,  and,  as 

he 

•f  From  this  great  and  daily  Expence,  it  feems  moft  pro- 
bable, either  that  'Nchemiuh  had  large  Remittances  from  the  Per- 
Jian  Court  (even  befides  his  ownEftate)  to  anfwer  it  ;  or  that 
he  did  not  continue  at  Jerufalem  for  the  whole  tn.vel'ue  Tears  to- 
gecher ;  or  that,  if  he  did.*he  did  not  continue  this  expenfive 
Way  of  Houfe  keeping  all  the  Time,  but  only  during  the 
great  and  prefent  Exigencies  and  Diftrefies  of  the  Jeivs,  which 
ceas'd  in  a  good  Meafure,  after  that  the  Walls  were  built,  the 
Adl  againft  U/ury  pafs'd,  and  the  People  difcharg''d  to  their  or- 
dinary Courfe  of  maintaining  themfelves,  and  Families.  fWs 
Annotations,  and  Le  Clerc's  Commentary. 

(i)  Neh.  vii.  70,  iffc. 

■f  This  Ezra,  without  all  Controverfy,  was  the  fame  Ezra, 
who  came  from  Babylon,  in  the  feventh  oi  Artaxerxes,  with  a 
full  Commiffion  to  Jerufalem,  to  aiTift  Zcruhbabel  in  the  Refor- 
mation of  the  whole  State  of  the  Jeivijh  Church.  After  tlie 
J)t?Lih.  oi  Zcrubbabcl,  the  whole  Adminiftration  devolved  upon 
him  ;  but,  as  his  Commiffion  lailed  but  -for  twelve  Years,  upon 
its  Expiration,  Nehemiah  fucceeded  to  the  Government,  and  we 
hear  no  more  of  Ezra,  until  he  is  here  called  upon  to  read  and 
expound  the  Law  .to  the  People  ;  whether,  (as  fome  think)  he 
return'd  to  Babylon,  to  give  the  People  an  Account  of  Affairs 
in  the  province  of  Jucba,  or  whether,  in  this  intermediate  Time, 
lie  employ'd  himfelf  (in  fome  Retirement)  in  the  great  Work  of 
preparing  a  nt^jj,  and  current  Edition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  of 
which  we  fliall  give  a  full  Account  in  our  next  Dilfertation. 
Patrick's  Commentary,  and  Fish's  Annotations. 

-{■This  Pulpit  was  to  raife  him  up  higher  than  the  People,  the 
better  co  be  feen  and  heard  by  them  ;  but  y\c  are  not  to  think, 

that 
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A.M.    he  went  along,  expounded  it  to  them.    This  they  all  liften'd 

^nuChxii.  to  with  a  very  devout  Attention,  %  and  celebrated  the  enfu- 

529J  &c.'  ing  Feaft  of  Tabernacles  with  great  Gladnefs  of  Heart;  and, 

From  Ezra    q^  a  £)ay  appointed  for  a  folemn  Faft,  confeffing  their  own 

En/'  IV  ^Sins,  and  deprecating  the  Judgments  due  to  the  Iniquity  of 

Efth,'  Neh.   their  Fathers  ;  acknowledging  the  Omnipotence  of  God  in 

and  Part  of  creating  and  preferving  all  Things,  and  enumerating  his  gra- 

andMalachi!  cious  Mercies  in  their  fundry  Deliverances  from  their  Ene- 

^>nrS.^  mies  and  Perfecutors,  they  made  a  Covenant  with  him,  that 

they  would  walk  in  his  Law,  which  was    given  by  Mofes ; 

and,  (to  oblige  themfelves  to  a  more  f  ftridt  Performance  of 

this  Covenant)  it  was   order 'd  to  be  engrofs'd,   that  the 

Princes,  Priejis,  and  Levites  might  fet  their  f  Hands  and 

Seals 

that  It  was  made  in  the  Fafliion  of  ours,  which  will  hold  iio 
more  than  one  Perfon,  for  (as  we  may  obferve  by  the  very  next 
Words)  it  was  made  large,  and  long,  enough  to  contain  fourteen 
People  at  once.     Patricks  Commentary  on  Neb.  viii.  4. 

I  The  Words  in  the  Text  are,  Si?3ce  the  Days  0/ Jofhua,  the 
So»  o/'Nun,  unto  that  Day,  had  not  the  Children  o/'Ifrael  done/o, 
and  there  fujas  very  great  Gladnefs,  Neh.  viii.  17.  But  it  can 
hardly  be  thought,  thr.t  this  FeftivM  had  never  been  obferv'd 
fince  Jojhua's  Time,  becaufe  we  read  in  the  foregoing  Book  of 
Ezra,  that  it  was  kept  at  their  Return  from  Babylon;  but  the 
Meaning  is,  that  the  Joy,  lince  that  Time,  had  never  been 
fo  great,  as  it  was  upon  this  Occafion  ;  for  which  the  Je^s 
themfelves  afiign  this  Reafon,  'uiz.  That  in  the  Days  of  Jojhua^ 
they  rejoicM,  becaufe  they  had  got  Poffeffion  of  the  Land  of  Ca- 
naan, and  now  they  equally  rejoic'd,  becaufe  they  were  reftor'd, 
and  quietly  fettled  in  it,  after  they  had  been  long  caft  out  of  it. 
Patrick's  Commentary. 

•f-  The  Obfervances,  which  they  chiefly  oblig'd  themfelves  to 
in  this  Covenant,  >Ntxe,  ift.  Not  to  make  Intermarriages  with 
the  Gentiles.  2dly,  To  obferve  the  Sabbaths,  and  Sabbatical 
Years,  gdly.  To  pay  their  annual  Tribute,  for  the  Reparation 
and  Service  of  the  Temple.  And  4thly,  to  pay  their  Tithes  and 
Firfi -Fruits,  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Priejis  and  Levites  : 
From  which  Particulars,  thus  nam'd  in  this  Covenant,  we  may 
learn,  what  were  the  Laws  of  God,  which  hitherto  they  had 
been  moft  negleftive  of,  fmce  their  Return  from  the  Captivity, 
Prideaux\  Connedtion,  Anno  444. 

-f-  It  fignify'd  little  indeed  what  fuch  untoward  People  prO- 
misM  ;  for  what  Regard  would  they  have  to  their  own  Hand- 
Writing,  who  regarded  not  the  Ten  Commandments,  written  on 
Tables  of  Stone  by  the  Finger  of  God  ?  It  was  very  ufeful 
however,  that  there  Ihould  be  a  publick  Inilrument  to  convince 

them 
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Seals  to  it  j  and  thofe  who  did  not  fet  their  Seals,    of  what     A  m. 
Am,  Sex,  or  Condition  foever,  did  bind  themfelves  with  an  l^'^^'^''.' 

r^     ■  o      11  Lr  V  Ant.   Chrift. 

Oath  punctually  to  obferve  it.  ^^^^  @.^^ 

But,  notwithftanding  all  this  Precaution,  Nehemiah  had  From  Ezra. 
not  been  long  come  from  Jerufalem,  before  the  People  re- ly*  7- /°  1*^= 
laps'd  into  their  old  Corruptions  ;  which,  in  a  great  Mea-  Efth.'Neh. 
fure,  was   owing  to   the  Mifmanagement  of    f  Eliajhib,  and  Part  of 
the  High-Prieft,  who,  being  by  Marriage  ally'd  to  Tobiah,  f  ^H^Jf^'J.y* 
the  Jews  great  Enemy,  had  allow'd  him  an  Apartment  in  ^"-y-vj 
the  Temple,  in   the   very  Place  where  the  Offerings,  and  Upon  his 
other  Things  appertaining  to  the  Priejls  and  Levites,  us'd  "mhg^  a- 
to  be  repofited.     So  that  when  Nehemiah  return'd  from  the  |^^"^J,^'j*^ 
Perjian  Court  with  a  new  Commiffion  for  the  reforming  of  the  Ammo- 
all  Abufe,  both  in  Church    and  State,  he  was  not  a   little  "'^e, /ro;« 
furpris'd,  to  find  fuch  a  grofs  Profanation   of  the  Temple,  jZ'rtmatt 
and  that  Chambers  fhould  be  provided  in  the  Houfe  of  God  in  the 
for  one,  who  was  a  declar'd  Enemy  to  his,  Worfbip.  Temple. 

He 

them  of  their  Impiety,  and  that  they  might  be  publickly  con- 
founded, when  they  prov'd  perfidious  Deferters,  by  Ihewing 
them,  under  their  own  Hands,  their  Engagements  to  future  Fi- 
delity.    Patrick's  Comme^ary. 

f  Some  are  apt  to  imagine,  that  this  Eliajhih  was  no  more 
than  a  common  Prieft,  becaufe  he  is  faid  to  have  had  the  O'ver- 
fight  of  the  Chambers  of  the  Houfe  of  God,  Neh.  xiii.  4.  which 
was  an  Office  too  mean  (as  they  think)  for  the  High-Prieji. 
But  We  cannot  fee,  why  the  Overfight  of  the  Chambers  of  the 
Houfe  of  God  mz-Y  not  import  the  whole  Government  of  the 
Temple,  which  certainly  belong'd  to  the  High-PrieJi  only  ;  nor 
can  we  conceive,  how  any  one,  that  was  lefs  than  abfolute  Go- 
vernor of  the  whole  Temple,  could  make  fo  great  an  Innovation 
in  it.  He  was  affiftant  indeed  in  the  Reparation  of  the  Walls  of 
the  City  ;  but,  excepting  this  one  Aft,  where  we  do  read  of  his 
doing  any  Thing  worthy  of  Memory,  towards  the  reforming  of 
what  was  amifs,  either  in  Church  or  State,  in  the  Times  either  of 
Ezra  or  Nehemiah  ?  And  yet  we  cannot  but  prefume,  that,  had 
he  join'd  with  them  in  fo  good  a  Work,  fome  IVIention  would 
have  been  made  of  it  in  the  Books  written  by  them.  Since  there- 
fore, inftead  of  this,  we  find  it  recorded  in  Ezra,  (Chap.  x.  1 8.) 
that  the  Pontifical  Houfe,  was,  in  his  Time,  grown  very  cor- 
rupt, and,  not  improbably,  by  his  Connivance  began  to  marry 
into  Heathen  Families,  {Neh.  xiii.  28.)  it  feems  mod  likely,  that 
it  was  Eliajhihy  the  High-Prieft,  who  was  the  Author  of  that 
great  Profanation  of  the  Houfe  of  God ;  but  as  he  might  die  be- 
fore Nehemiah  return'd  from  Babylon,  for  this  Reafon,  we  hoar 
nothing  of  the  Governor's  reprehending  him  for  it.  Prideaux's 
Connexion,  Anno  428. 
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A.  M.  He  therefore  refolv'd  to  put  an  End  to  this  ;   but  found 

Ant^Chrff  ^''^'^'Jf  under  a  Neceflity  of  proceeding  with  Caution  in  the 
5Z9,  £ff.   Affair,  becaufe  f  Tobiah  had  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  good 
From  Ezra    Opinion  of  moft  of  the  People,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  Note. 
En/'  d/  ^  ^^^  ^^^P  therefore  that  he  took  towards  this  Reforraa- 

Efth.'  Neh.  tion,  was  to  convince  them  of  their  Error,  by  caufing  the 
and  Part  of  ^aok  of  the  Law  to  be  read  publickly,  and  in  the  hearing  of 
lidMafach"].'  ^^^  ^^^  People  ;  fo  that  when  the  Reader  came  to  that  Place 
l^yy^j  in  Deuteronomy y  wherein  it  is  commanded,  that  (k)  an  y/w- 
monite,  or  Aloabite,  f  Jhould  not  come  into  the  Congregation 

of 

•f  By  his  making  two  Alliances  with  Families  of  great  Note 
among  the  ye^s :  For  Johanan  his  Son  had  marry 'd  the  Daugh- 
ter of  Mi(y^a//iSOT,  the  Son  of  Berecljiah,  (Neh.  vi.  18. — iii- 4  ) 
who  was  one  of  the  chief  Managers  of  the  Building  of  the  Wall 
of  Jerufalem,  under  the  Direftion  of  the  Go'vemor  ;  and  he 
himfelf  had  marry'd  the  Daughter  of  Shecaftiah,  the  Son  of 
Arab,  another  greater  Man  among  the  Jeivs ;  by  which  Means 
he  had  form'd  an  Intereft,  and  was  look'd  upon  as  a  worthy 
Man,  tho'  (being  an  Ammonite)  he  could  not  but  bear  a  national 
Hatred  to  all  that  were  of  the  Race  of  ifrael.  Pricleaux\  Con- 
neftion,  Anno  428. 

(k)  Deut.  xxiii.  3. 

-f-  They,  who,  by  the  Congregation  of  God,  in  this  Place,  do 
underftand  the  publick  Affemblies  for  dii'ine  Worfhip,  lie  under  a 
great  Miftake  j  for  no  Man  of  any  Nation  was  forbidden  to 
come  and  pray  unto  God  in  the  Temple,  Men  of  all  Nations 
indeed,  that  were  willing  to  become  Profelytes,  were  admitted 
into  the  feivijh  Communion  ;  and,  if  they  fubmitted  to  be  cir- 
cumcis'd,  were  allow'd  to  eat  the  Pajfover,  and  to  enjoy  all  the 
Privileges  that  true  Ifraelites  did,  except  only  in  the  Cafe  of 
Marriage ;  and  therefore  this  Phrafe  of  not  entering  into  the 
Congregation  of  the  Lord,  mull  be  underftood  to  mean  no  more 
than  a  Prohibition  of  Marriage  :  For  this  (according  to  their 
Rabbins)  was  the  Cafe  of  fuch  Prohibitions.  None  of  the  Houfe 
of  Ifrcel,  of  gither  Sex,  were  to  enter  into  Marriage  with  any 
Gentiles,  of  what  Nation  foever,  unlefs  they  were  firft  converted 
to  their  Religion,  and  became  intire  Profelytes  to  it ;  and,  e- 
ven  in  that  Lafe,  fome  were  debarr'd  from  it  for  ever ;  others, 
only  in  Part ;  and  others  again  only  for  a  limited  Time.  Of 
the  firjl  Sort,  were  all  of  thcfe'ven  Nations  of  the  Canaanites, 
mention'd  in  Deut.  vii.  of  they^cow^Sort,  were  the  Moabites  and 
the  Ammonites,  whofe  Males  were  excluded  for  ever,  but  not 
their  Females ;  and  of  the  third  Sort,  Were  the  Edomites  and 
Egyptians,  with  whom  the  Je^s  might  not  marry  until  the  third 
Generation :  But  with  all  others,  who  were  not  of  thefe  three 

excepted 
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sf  God,  even  to  the  tenth  Generation  for  ever  \  they  being     A.  M. 
fenfible  of   their  Tranfgreffion  in    this  Refpea,  /^'^''^^^^If^^^'^'-'r 
themfelves    immediately   from  the  mix'd  Multitude,  which  ^29,'  &T.  ' 
gave  Neheiniah  an  eafy  Opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  To-  From  Ezra 
biah,    who  was  an  Jmmonite  ;  and  therefore  he  order'd  the  g' '';  ^°^^^ 
People,  while  they  were  in  this  good  Difpofition,  to  call  his  Efth.'  Neh. 
Furniture  out  of  the  facred  Chambers,  and  f  to  have  them  and  Part  of 
deans'd  again,  and  reftor'd  to  their  former  Ufe.  ^^fh  ^^^}^.* 

Among  other  Corruptions,  that  grew  up  durmg  the  do-  ^^^,rw\^ 
vernor's  Abfence,  there  was  one,  of  which  (as  he  was  a  Orden  the 
conftant  Frequenter  of  the  publick  Worfhip)  he  could  not  J^epayn-^"* 
but  take  notice,  and  that  was,  the   Negledt  of  carrying  on""'     "''"* 
the  daily  Service  of  the  Houfe  of  God,  in  a  proper  and  de- 
cent Manner.     For  the  Tithes,  which  were  to  maintain  the 
Minifters  of  the  Temple  in  their  Offices  and  Stations,  being 
either  embezzled  by   the  High-Priefl:,  or  with-held   by  the 
Laity,  for  Want  of  them   the  Levites   and    Singers  were 
driven  from  the  Temple  into  the  Country,  to  find  a  Sub- 
fiftence    fome   other  Way  :    And  therefore,  to  remedy  this 
Abufe,  he  forthwith  ordered   the  People  to  bring   in  their 
Tithes  of  Corn,  Wine,  and  Oil,  into  the  Treafury  of  the 
Temple  j  and  having  appointed  proper  Officers  to  receive 

and 

excepted  Sorts,  they  might  freely  make  Inter  marriages,  when- 
ever they  became  thorough  Profclytes  to  their  Religion.  At 
prefent,  however,  becaufe,  through  the  Confufions  which  have' 
fmce  happen'd  in  all  Nations,  it  is  not  to  be  known  who  is  an 
Ammonite^  who  an  Edomitey  a  Moabite,  or  an  Egyptian,  they  hold, 
this  Prohibition  to  have  been  long  out  of  Date,  and  that  now^ 
any  Gentile,  as  foon  as  profelyted  to  their  Religion,  may  imme- 
diately be  admitted  to  make  Intermarriages  with  them.  Pri~ 
deaux'%  Connexion,  Anno  428. 

f  The  Method  of  purifying  any  Thing,  or  Perfon,   that  was 

legally   unclean,   is  thus  defcrib'd  : For   an  unclean  Per/on^ 

they  Jhall  take  of  the  J/hes  of  the  burnt  Heifer  of  Purification  for 
Sin,  (i,  e.  of  the  Heifer  that  was  facrific'd  on  the  great  Day  of 
Expiation)  and  running  Water  Jhall  be  put  thereto  in  a  Veffel, 
tvhich  being  afterwards  ftrain'd  ofF,  and  kept  for  this  Purpofe,  a 
dean  Perfon,  i.  e.  the  Pricft  (for  to  him  the  Work  o{ purifying  is 
appropriated,  Le^v.  xiii.)  Jhall fpr inkle  upon  the  unclean  Perfon; 
and  on  thef'venth  Day  at  Even,  after  having  bathed  himfelf,  and 
'ivajhed  his  Clothes,  he  Ihall  be  deem'd  clean ;  but  it  is  very 
likely,  that  Things  inanimate  were  immediately,  upon  their  be  • 
ing  fprinkled  with  this  Water  of  Separation,  as  it  is  calkd 
{Numb.  xix.  9.)  repuud  clean.     Patrick'^  Commentary, 
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A.  M.     and  diftribute  them,  he  recalled  the  abfent  Miniftcrs,  and 
3475»^f'   reftored  every  Thing  to  its  former  Order. 

tz'a,  &c.        The    Negle£l  of  the  Service  of  God,  had  introduced  a 
From  Ezra    Profanation  of  the  Sabbath  :    For,  during;  Nehem\ah\  Ab- 
T '/•  "^^ii      fence,  the  'Jews  had  not  only  done  all  Manner  of  fervile 
Efth!  Neh.  Works  on  that  Day,  but  had  permitted  Strangers,  TyrianSy 
and  Part  of  and  Others,  to  come,  and  fell  their  Fifh,  and  other  Com- 
*^  dM  hThi"  "^o^ities  publickly,  in   the   Streets   of  Jerufalem.     Againft 
^|]y*'Y"xJ  'hs^s  wicked  and  irregular  Pradices,  Nehemiah  remonftrated 
AmorepiatQ  the  chief  Men  of  the  City  with  fome  Warmth  ;  and,    to 
ohfer-vation  jgf  them  fee  that  he  was  refolv'd  to  make  a  thorough  Refbr- 
teth     "  '  Ki^tion  in  this  Matter,  he  gave  a  flridl  Order,  that,  to- 
wards the  Evening,  before  their   Sabbath  began,  the  City- 
Gates  fhould  be  fhut,  and  not  opened,  until  the  Sabbath  was 
over :  And,  to  have  this  Order  more  duly  executed,  he  ap- 
pointed f  fome  of  his  own  Servants  for  the  prefent  to  guard 
the  Gates,  that  no  Burthen  might  pafs  through  on  the  Sab- 
hath-Day.     So  that  when  the  Merchants  and  other  Dealers 
came,  and,  finding  the  Gates  fiiut  againft  them,  took  up 
their  Lodgings  without  the  Walls  in  Hopes  of  felling  to  the 
Country  People,  (though  they  could  not    to  the  Citizens) 
the  next  Day  he  threatened  to  take  them  into  Cuftody,  if 
they  did  not  go  about  their  Bufinefs  ;   and   to  this  Purpofe, 
appointed  a  Guard  of  Levites  f  to  take  up  their  Station  at 
the  Gate,  and  to  flop  all  Comers  in,  that  might  any  way  pro- 
fane the  Sabbath. 
And  a  Dif-      Another  Reformation,  and  the  laft  indeed  that  we  find 
fclution  ef    f  ecotdcd  of  Nehemiah,  was  his  Diflblution  of  unlawful  Mar- 
darrie^es   'iagcs  among  the  Jews.    Their  Law  ftricSlly  forbad  them  to 
make  Inter-Marriages   with  any  foreign  Nations,  either  by 
giving  their  Daughters  to  them  for  Wives,  or   by   taking 
their  Daughters  to  themfelves  j  but,  fince  their  Return  from 

Captivity, 

■f  It  feems  as  if  Matters  were  come  to  that  Pafs,  that  he  could 
not  truft  the  common  Porters  of  the  Gates,  and  therefore  ap- 
pointed fome  of  his  own  Domefiich  (who,  he  knew,  would  nei- 
ther be  carelefs  nor  corrupted)  to  fee  that  the  Gates  were  kept 
fhut,  and  all  Traffick  prohibited.     Patrick's  Commentary. 

-f  The  Reafon  why  he  appointed  the  Levites  to  this  Office  of 
keeping  the  Gates  on  the  Sabbath'Day,  was,  becaufe  he  not  only 
thought,  that,  by  Virtue  of  their  Chara^er,  they  would  meet 
with  more  Deference  and  Refpedt,  than  his'  domefiick  Servants  ; 
but  that,  when  he  and  his  Servants  were  gone  from  Jerufalem, 
he  was  refolv'd  to  have  this  Watch  continu'd,  until  this  evil 
Cullom  of  adm.itting  Dealers  into  the  City  on  the  Sabbath-Day 
was  c[uite  broken.    Patnck^%  CommcnUry. 
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Captivity,  People  of  all  Conditions  had  paid  fo  little  Regard     A.  M. 
to  this  Command,  that  even  the  Pontifical  Honk  (v^'hich  o^'^^^l'^^-^^ 
all  others  ought  to  have  fet  a  better  Example)  was  become   529,  &c. 
polluted  with  fuch  impure  Mixtures ;  infomuch,  that  Joiada  From  Ezra 
the  High-Prieft  had  a  Son,  who  marry'd  the  Daughter  of  ^^;/:  ^°^y^^ 
Sanballat  the  Honorite,   who,  at  that  Time,  very  probably  Efth.'  Neh. 
was  Governor  of  Samaria,  ^""^  ^^l^  "^ 

Thefe  mix'd  Marriages  (befides  many  other  Damages,  "Sdachi! 
.that  accrued  to  the  State)  would  in  a  ftiort  Time,  as  he  ob-  \^^^r^/'\^ 
ferved  to  them)  quite  corrupt  their  native  Language  f,  be- 
caufe  he  perceived,  that  the  Children  already  began  to  fmat- 
■ter  the  Speech  of  their  foreign  Parent ;  and  therefore  he  re-^ 
quired  them  allj  under  the  Penalties  :J:  (which  he  inflifted 
K  k  2  upon 

f  What  the  natural  Language  of  the  Je'ws  at  this  Time  was, 
whether  the  Hebrewu  or  Chaldee,  is  Matter  of  feme  Enquiry  a- 
inong  the  Learned.  Thofe,  who  fuppofe  that  it  was  Hebrew^ 
produce  the  Books  of  Ezra,  Nebemiah,  and  EJlher,  befides  th6 
Prophecies  of  Daniel,  which,  for  the  moll  Part,  were  written  in 
Hebreiv,  and  which,  they  fuppofe,  the  Authors  of  them  would 
not  have  done,  if  Hebre-uu,  at  that  Time,  had  not  been  the  Vul- 
gar Language.  But  to  this  it  is  reply'd,  that  thefe  Je^ijh  Au- 
thors might  make  ufe  of  the  Hcbreiu  Language  in  what  they 
wrote,  not  only  becaufe  the  Things,  which  they  recorded,  con- 
cern'd  the  Jenjuijh  Nation  only,  among  whom  there  were  learned 
Men  enough  to  explain  them  ;  but  chiefly,  becaufe  they  were 
minded  to  conceal  what  they  wrote  from  the  Chaldeans,  who,  at 
that  Time,  were  their  Lords  and  Mailers,  and,  confidering  all 
Circumllances,  might  not  perhaps  have  been  fo  well  pleas'd 
with  them,  had  they  underftood  the  Contents  of  their  Writings. 
Since  it  appears  then,  fay  they,  by  feveral  Words,  occurring  in 
the  Books  of  Maccabees,  the  New  Tejlament,  and  Jqfephus,  that 
the  Language,  which  the  Jenvs  then  fpoke,  was  Chaldee  j 
that  this  Language  they  learned  in  their  Captivity,  and,  after 
their  Return  from  it,  never  affum'd  their  antient  Hebrew  Tougue, 
fo  as  to  fpeak  it  ^vulgarly,  it  hence  mull  follow,  that  what  is  here 
called  the  Language  of  the  Jews,  and  their  native  Tongue,  was 
at  that  Time  no  other,  than  the  Chaldee,  for  the  antient //f^r^iv 
was  only  preferv'd  among  the  Learned.  Le  Clerc's  Commen- 
tary. 

X  There  are  fome  Things  in  the  Text,  which  as  they  are 
made  to  proceed  from  NehetniaFs  own  Mouth,  and  appear  in 

our  Tranflation,  found  a  little  oddly  :  -/  contended  with 

them,  and  curfed  them,  and /mote  certain  of  them,  and  plucked  oj'' 
their  Hair,  Chap.  xiii.  25.  Bat  the  Senfe  of  thefe  Words  is  no 
more  thRn  ikis  ;■..■■■..  /  (gnttndfd  with  fhm,  i,  c,  1  expoflula- 

led 
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A.  M.  upon  fome,  that  were  obftinate)  to  put  away  their  Wives, 
AnVc^f  ^"^  *°  ^^^^  "°  mora  Communion  of  that  Kind  with  any 
529^  &c. '  foreign  Nation  :  In  which  he  proceeded  with  fuch  Impartia- 
From  Ezra  lity,  that  when  this  Son  of  Joiada  refufed  to  quit  his  Wife, 
e'7-  '°ii^*^^  '^^  ordered  him  immediately  to  depart  the  Country  f  j  which 
Efth.' Neh.  accordingly  he  did,  and  with  feveral  others,  that  were  in 
and  Part  of  the  like  Circumftances,  went,  and  fettled  under  bis  Fu' 
^^Sl-Zcch.  ther-'in-Law  in  Samaria. 

^_^^,-y^  Th  e  s  e  were  fome  of  the  Reformations,-  which  Nehemiah^ 
as  a  wife  and  pious  Governor,  made  in  the  Jewijh  Church 
and  State.  But,  after  his  Death,  it  was  not  long,  before 
the  People  relapfed  into  the  fame  Enormities ;  for  which 
Reafon  we  find  Malachi  f,  the  laft  Prophet  under  the  Law, 

and 

ted  the  Matter  with  them.  /  cur/ed  them,  i.  e,  excommu- 
fjicated  them,  in  the  doing  of  which,  I  denounced  God's 
Judgments  againft  them.  /  fmote  certain  of  them,  i.  e.  or- 
der'd  the  Officers  to  beat  fome  of  the  mod  notorious  Of- 
fenders, either  with  Rods  or  with  Scourges,  according  to  Deut. 
XXV.  2.  And  I  plucked  off  their  Hair,  1.  e.  I  commanded  them  to  be 
Jha'ved,  thereby  to  put  them  to  Shame,  and  make  them  look  like 
vile  Slaves :  For,  as  the  Hair  was  efteem'd  a  great  Ornament  a- 
mong  Eafiern  Nations,  fo  Baldnefs  was  accounted  a  great  Dif- 
grace  ;  and,  to  inflift  thefe  feveral  Punilhments  upon  them,  Ne- 
hemiah  had  a  fufficient  Provocation,  becaufe,  in  their  marrying 
with  Heathen  Nations,  they  had  adted  contrary,  not  only  to 
the  exprefs  Law  of  God,  but  to  their  own  \2Xq  folemn  Co'venant, 
and  Promife,  Ezra  x.  19.     /'Ws  Annotations. 

f  Jo/ephus  relates  the  Matter,  as  if  this  ExpuNion  had  been 
efFedted  by  the  Power  of  the  great  Sanhedrim  :  But  whether  the 
Sanhedrim  was  at  this  Time  in  Being,  or  no,  ('as  we  have  no 
clear  Footfteps  of  it  until  the  Time  o{  Judas  Maccabaus)  there 
was  no  Occafion  for  their  interpojing,  fince  Nehemiah,  no  doubt, 
as  Governor  of  the  Province,  had  Authority  enough  to  banifh 
him  out  oi  Judea,  as  Bertram,  de  Repub.  Jud.  c.  xiii.  expounds 
the  Phrafe,  I  chafed  him  from  me,  Neh.  xiii.  28. 

t  Whether  the  Word  Malachi  be  the  proper  Name  of  a  Man, 
or  only  a  generical  Name,  to  denote  an  Angel,  a  Meffenger,  a 
Prophet,  or  the  like,  has  been  a  Matter,  of  fome  Enquiry. 
From  the  Prophet  Haggai,  Chap.  i.  13.  and  this  other,  whom 
we  cite  under  the  Name  of  Malachi,  Q.\\z'^.\\\.  i,  it  appears, 
that,  in  thefe  Times,  the  Name  oi  Malach-Jehoaiah,  or  the 
Meffenger  of  the  Lord,  was  often  given  to  Prophets  ;  and  under 
this  Title  the  Septuagint  have  charadleriz'd,  and  the  Fathers  of 
the  Chriftian  Church  have  frequently  quoted,  this  prophetick 
Writer.  But  the  Author  of  the  Lives  of  the  Prophets,  under 
the  N^ne  of  Epiphanius  Dorotheus,  tells  us,  that  this  Writer  was 

of 
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and  who  (not  long  after  Haggai  and  Zechariah)  muft  have  A.  m. 
lived  in  the  Time  of  M/'^/n/^^,  reproving  the  Priefts  foi'l^'"'p|f^>* 
t^ieir  Iniquity  and  fcandalous  Lives  ;  and  upbraiding  the  Peo-  ,2<j^'  ^^'  * 
pie  with  their  Negled  of  the  Worfhip  of  God  ;  with  their  From  Ezra 
Refufal  to  pay  their  Tithes  and  Offerings  j  with  their  divor-  '^-^J]  *°  5^« 
cing  their  own  Wives,  and  marrying  Itrange  Women  ;  and  Efth.'  Neh. 
with  their  Inhumanity  and  cruel  Ufage  of  their  indigent  Bre-  and  Part  of 
thren  :  the  very  fame  Enormities,  which  this  good  Gover-  ^^fh  ?'^';^* 

,   ,  ,       •'      ^  °  ■     andMalachi. 

nor  laboured  to  retorm.  v./'V'^^ 

How  long  after  this  Nehemiah  lived  at  'Jerufalcm^  is  un- 
certain :  It  is  mofl:  likely  however,  that  fnotwithftanding  all 
the  Revolutions  *  in  the  Pcrfian  Court)  he  continued  in  his 
K  k  3  Government 

of  the  Tribe  of  Zehulun,  a  Native  of  Sapha,  and  that  the  Name 
of  Malachi  was  given  him,  becaufe  an  Angel  us'd  vifibly  to  ap- 
pear to  the  People,  after  the  Prophet  had  fpoken  to  them,  to 
confirm  what  he  had  faid  ;  though  moll  of  the  antient  Je^n  (z.% 
well  as  the  Chaldee  Paraphraft^  were  of  Opinion,  that  Malachi 
was  no  other  than  Ezra,  under  a  borrowed  Name.  However 
this  be,  it  is  agreed  on  all  Hands,  that  he  was  the  laft  of  the 
Prophets  of  the  Synagogue,  and  liv'd  about  four  hundred  Years 
before  Chriji  ;  of  whofe  Coming,  and  the  Coming  of  his  Fore- 
runner John  the  Baptifi,  and  of  wbofe  Religion,  and  the  Infti- 
tution  of  a  Catholick  and  Uninjerfal  Church,  in  the  Room  of  the 
yenuijh,  he  fpeaks  in  very  full  and  exprefs  Terms,  Chap.  iii.  i, 
^c.     Calmed  Diftionary,  under  the  Word. 

*  Upon  the  Death  of  Artaxerxes,  in  Scripture  called  Ahafu- 
erus)  Xerxes,  his  only  Son  by  his  Queen,  (for  he  had  feveral  by 
his  ConcubineSf  and  among  thefe,  the  moft  famous  were  Sogdia- 
tius,  Ochus,  and  Arjltes)  fucceeded  in  the  Perfian  Throne  ;  but, 
by  the  Treachery  of  one  of  his  Eunuchs,  Sogdianus  came  upon 
him  while  he  was  drunk,  and,  and  after  he  had  reign'd  no  mora 
than  five  and  forty  Days,  flew  him,  and  feiz'd  on  the  Kingdom. 
But  his  unjult  PolTeffion  did  not  hold  long  ;  for  his  Brother  Ochus, 
being  then  Governor  of /^'rr^w/a,  rais'd  a  confiderable  Army, 
and,  having  gained  many  of  the  Nobility  and  Governors  of 
Provinces  to  his  Intereft,  march'd  againll:  him,  and,  under  a 
Pretence  of  a  Treaty,  having  got  him  into  his  Power,  threvv 
him  headlong  into  AJhes,  (a  Punifhment  us'd  among  the  Pcrjians 
for  very  enormous  Criminals)  fo  that,  after  he  had  reign'd  only 
fix  Months  and  fifteen  Days,  he  died  a  very  mifcrable  Death, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  Ochus ;  who,  as  foon  as  he  was  fettled  in 
the  Kingdom,  took  the  Name  of  Darius,  (and  is  therefore  by 
Hiftorians  called  Darius  Nothus)  and,  after  he  had  flain  his  Bro- 
ther Arjites,  (who  thought  to  have  fupplanted  him,  as  he  had 
done  Sogdianus,  and  Sogdianus,  Xerxes)  and  fupprefs'd  feveral  o- 
ther  Infurreilions  againll  him,  continued  to  fway  the  Perfian 

Sceptrg 
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A.  M.  Government  to  the  Time  of  his  Death,  but,  when  that  hap-* 
347  5  J  ^^-  pened,  it  is  no  where  faid  ;  only  we  may  obferve,  that,  at 
^Ta  &c!  '  the  Time  when  he  ends  his  Book,  he  could  not  be  much 
From  Ezra   lefs  than  feventy  Years  old. 

iv.  7.  to  the 

m!  Neh.  'The    Objection. 

and  Part  of 

Hagg.  Zech.  cc  TJUT  how  good,  and  wife,  and  pious  Men  foever 
^^^dMjlachu  ^^  25  the  two  Governors  of  the  Jewijh  Church  and  Na- 
"  tion,  Ezra  and  Nehemiah^  might  be  ;  yet  it  cannot 
"  but  be  thought  an  A61  of  extreme  Severity,  if  not  a  Vio- 
**  lation  of  all  Juftice  and  Equity,  for  them  to  decree,  (as 
"  we  find  they  both  did)  that,  upon  the  DifTolution  of  all 
*'  illegal  Marriages,  the  poor  Children  (who  were  entirely 
*'  innocent  as  to  their  Parents  Tranfgreifion)  {hould  be  turn'd 
*'  a-d^!ift-,  and  fent  a-ftarving  :  As  indeed,  the  whole  Mat- 
*'  ter  of  thefe  Divorces  feems  to  be  abhorrent  to  the  Apo- 
I  «'  file's  Direction,  (/)  If  any   Brother  hath  a  Wife,  that 

*'  believeth  not,  andjhe  he  pleafed  to  dwell  with  hiniy  let  him 
<'  not  put  her  away. 

«  N E  HE  M I  AH,  no  doubt,  was  a  zealous  Refor- 

*'  mer   of  the  Vices  of  his  Country-Men  ;  but  how  thefe 

*'  Vices  came  to  fprout  up  again  fo   foon  (as  we  find  they 

*'  did  Chap,  xiii.)  and  in  the  fhort  Time  of  his  Abfence 

*'  from  ferufalem,  which  was  but  for  {rn)  certain  Days,  we 

*'  cannot  conceive.     And,  tho'  he   was  confefledly  a  Man 

♦'  of  a  large  and  liberal  Spirit,  yet  the  Author  of  his  Hiftory 

'*  feems  to  have  tarniflied  his   CharaiSter  in  this  Refpe£l, 

**  when  he  makes  him  fo  lavilh  in  his  own  Praife,  fo  often- 

"  tatious  of  his  good  Works,  and,  even  in  his  very  Gene- 

*'  rofity,  difcovering  a  mercejiaryTem^tx,  by  his  fo  frequcnt- 

*'  ly  calling  upon  God  (n)  to  think  upon  him  for  Good.,  ac- 

*'  cording   to  all  that  he  had  done  for  his  People.     Nor  has 

*'  the  Author  of  the  Book  of  E-zra  concerted  his  Matters 

•*  much  better,  when  he  makes  an  Heathen  Prince  (as  Ar- 

*'  iaxerxes  was)  write  in  a  Stile  more  becoming  the  Sanhe- 

*'  drim,  and,  in  the  Preamble  to  his  Commiflion,  compli- 

*<  ment 

Sceptre  for  nineteen  Years ;  but  whether  he,  or  Nehemiah,  his 
Governor  of  Judea,  died  firft,  we  have  no  certain  Account  : 
All  that  we  know,  is,  that  the  laft  A61  of  the  Governor's  Re- 
formations, f/z.  his  Diffblution  of  ftrange  Marriages,  was  ia 
the  fifteenth  Year  of  this  Prince's  Reign,  and  confequently,  but 
four  before  his  Death.  Frideaux'i,  Connexion,  Anno  425. 
(/)  I  Cor. vii.  I?.         {m)  Neh,  xiii,  6.         («)  Chap.  v.  19. 
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*^  ment  him  with  the  Title  of  {o)  the  Scribe  of  the  Law  of   A.  m. 
*'  the  God  of  Heaven^  as  if  that  Idolater  had  any  Knowledge  5^75.  p"^- 
"  oftheG(j^^//(fflW«,  or  any  Perception  that  the y<?zt;i  were  52"^^' ©>'"  ' 
"  the  true  Worshippers  of  him.  From  Ezra 

"  The  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  (p)  thefe  Books  of  Ez-  |j^/;  '°j^*^« 
*'  ra  and  Nehemiah  were  never  written  at  the  Time  of  their  Efth.'Neh. 
*'  pretended  Date,  nor  by  the  Perfons,  whofe  Names  they  and  Part  of 
*'  bear;  but  by  fome  ignorant  Sadducee  or  other,  unac-^^,^^^"*!' 
*'  quainted  with   the   AfFairs  he  pretended  to  treat  of,  and ^",,*-^^l^ 
**  badly  vers'd  in  Points  of  Chronology.     For,  it  is  next  to 
*'  a  Thing  incredible,  that  either  Ezra  or  Nehemiah  fhould 
**  be  old   enough  to  be  acquainted   with    that    Sanballat^ 
**  whofe  Daughter,  Manajfa  (as  he  is  called  by  Jofephus) 
*'  marry'd,  or  that  Sanballat  himfelf  {hould  extend  his  Life 
**  to  the   Days   of  Alexander  the  Great,  according  to  the 
*'  fame  Hiftorian. 

"  Nor  is  the  Authority  of  the  Book  of  EJiher  {q)  clear 
*'  of  all  Sufpicion,  fmce  in  all  Hebrew  Copies,  we  hnd  no- 
*'  thing  of  the  fix  laft  Chapters  of  it ;  no  Mention  made  of 
**  its  Contents  in  any  exotick  Writer  ;  and  fo  many  unac- 
*'  countable  Abfurdities  every  where  occurring  in  it,  that 
*'  we  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  a  fpurious  Piece,  that  has 
*'  in  it  the  Air  of  a  Romance,  or  a  Kind  of  Tragi-Comedy^ 
*'  rather  than  real  Hiftory. 

*'  For  (to  begin  with  the  very  Foundation  of  the  whole 
'*  Story)  how  abfurd  is  it  to  think,  that  Mordecai  fliould 
"  refufe  to  pay  all  Manner  of  Obeifance  to  Haman,  who, 
*'  at  that  Time,  was  the  King's  great  Favourite,  and  firft 
**  Minijier  of  State ;  when  to  bow  the  Knee,  and  even 
*'  proftrate  the  whole  Body,  in  the  Salutation  of  their  Bet- 
*'  ters,  was  a  common  Cuflom  among  the  Hebrews,  as 
*'  well  as  Perfians  ?  And  how  unreafonable  is  it  to  ima- 
"  gine,  that  Ahafucrus  fhould  divorce  his  Queen,  merely 
"  becaufe  fhc  was  a  modeft  Woman,  becaufe  Ihe  would 
*'  not  do  a  Thing  unbecoming  her  Dignity,  and  contrary 
**  to  the  Laws  of  the  Perfians*,  (which  allowed  no  Wo- 
K  k  4  "  man 

(0)  Ezra  vii.  1 2.     (/>)  Huetii,  Demonft.  Propof.  4.     [q'  Ibid. 

*  To  this  Purpofe  Jofephus  i,lib.  xi  c.  6.)  informs  us,  that  the 
Reafon  why  Vajhti  refus'd  to  go  to  the  King,  when  fitting  in 
publick  Company,  was,  becaufe  fhe  thought  herfelf  bound  by 
the  La-ujs  c/Periia,  •which  'would  not  allo~jj  lVi--ves  to  be  feen  by 
any  befides  their  Domejlicks  :  "  For  mod  barbarous  Nations  (faya 
*'  Plutarch,  in  his  Themijlocles)  are  fo  very  rigid,  and  trouble- 
*'  fome  in  their  Jealoufy  of  their  Women,   that  they  keep  not 

'*  only 
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A.  M.     <«  man  of  Fafhion  to  appear  in  Publick)    merely  to  gratify 
A*n?cSiT.  "  ^^^  '"^^  Frolick  o{  z  drunken  Hulband  ? 
529,  &c.         "  Say  what  we  vvill,  we  can  never  apologize  for  EJiher's 
From  Ezra    <<  turning  Concubtne^    tho'  it  were  to  the  greateft  Prince  in 
En/'  IV  ^ "  ^^^  Univerfe,  much   lefs  for  her  Kinfman'j  abetting  her 
i;fth!Neh.    "  Unchaftity,  how  much  foever  he  might  raife  his  Fortune 
and  Part  of  «  ^y  jt.     ;\nd  tho'  it  founds  a  little  itrange  that  the  King 
Siviabdli!  "  ft^ould  forget  to   recompenfe  a  Man,   who  had  been   fo 
^^^^^-y-S^  "  fignal  an  Inftrument  in  preferving  his  Life  from  a  trea- 
*'  fonable  Confpiracy,  as  Mordecai  had  been  j  yet  all  on  a 
"  fudden  (r)  to  confer  fuch   vaft  Honours    upon  him,   as 
*'  would   neceflarily  expofe  him  to  the  Envy  and  Indigna- 
"  tion  of  the  whole  Perfian  Nobility,  feems  to  be  but  an 
•'  ill-judg'd  Method  of  rewarding  him. 

*'  How  Mordecai' s  (s)  being  a  Jew^  (when  at  that 
"  Time  the  Jews  had  no  Interefl  at  the  Perfian  Court,  nay, 
"  when  at  that  Time  a  Decree  was  iilued  out  for  their  ut- 
*'  tcr  Extirpation)  could  portend  Harnans  Downfall,  we 
*'  cannot  fee;  but  u  manifeft  Tiling  it  is,  that  when  they 
"  grew  into  Favour,  [t)  they  becajne  too  bloody  and  out- 
*'  rageous,  to  deferve  the  Name  of  God's  peculiar  People; 
"  and  that,  hoy/  far  foever  Hamayi^  Refentment  againft 
"  Mordecai  might  carry  him,  yet  for  him  to  have  («)  ten 
*'  thoufand  Talents  of  Silvery  (which,  upon  the  loweft 
"  Computation  amount  to  almoft  three  Mijlions  of  our 
*'  Sterling  Money)  to  lay  down  for  his  Life,  and  the  Lives 
*'  of  his  Countrymen,  has  as  little  Credibility  in  it,  as  that 
"  the  Walls  of  ferufalem  (xj  were  built  by  Nehemiah 
*'  (notwithftanding  all  the  Interruptions  he  met  with)  in 
*'  two  and  fifty  Days." 
Ay.jverW,  The  Jeivijh  J^aw  againft  marrying  with  Heathens  runs 
hy  jkeiL-mg  ^^us :  — —  ( y)  When  the  Lord  thy  God  Jhall  bring  thee  into 
thcuturll-  f}jg  J^arid  whither   thou  gocji  to  poffefs  it,   and  hath  cafi  out 

■.iiurrying      many  Nations  before  thee, Thou  Jhalt  not  make  Mar- 

<with  Ilea,  riages  tviththem  j   thy  Daughter  thou  Jhalt  not  give  unto  his 

?:"''"*  Son,  nor  his  Daughter  Jhalt  thou  take  to  thy  Son.      And  the 

iJ^leafon  of  the  Law  is  aflign'd  in  the  following  Verfe  ;  For 

they 

**  only  their  Wives,  but  their  very  Maid-Ser'vatits  and  Concubines 
*'  Ihut  up  at  Home,  from  feeing  any  but  their  own  Family  ; 
*'  and,  when  they  travel,  they  carry  them  in  covered  Waggons, 
*'  and  lodge  them  under  Tents  fhut  up,  and  quite  clos'd  round." 
X^  CUrc\  Commentary. 

(r)  LeClerc\  Commentary  on  EJiher  vi.  ig.         (s)  Ibid,  on 
yer.  13.       (/)  Chap.  ix.  5,  16.       [u)  Chap.  ii^.  9.       (v)  Neh.' 
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they  will  turn  away    thy  Sorts  from  following  me,    that  they     A,  M. 
may  ferve  other  Gods :  For  did  not  Solomon,    (z)  King  "f^A^^'f^'W 
IlVael,   (as  Nehemiah  zrgnes  with    the  People)  fm  by  thefe    .ja'g,  &ff.* 
Things  f  And  if  fo  great  a  one  as  he,  who  excelled  all  Man-  From  Ezra 
kind  in  Wifdom,  was  not  fafe  from  the  Seducement  of  thefe  g^^^;  '°j'^* 
outlandiP)  Women,   how  fhall  ye  be  able  to  preferve  your-  Efth!  Neh. 
felves  from  their  Enticements  ?  And  yet   (as  Mofes  goes  on  and  Part  of 
in  his  Reafoning)  {a)  Thou  art  an  holy  People  unto  the  Lord^^Hi^^^^h 
thy  God  J  and   the   Lord  hath   chofen    thie  to  he  a  fpecial  \,^y>{'\j 
People  unto  himfelf  above  all  the  People  that  are  upon   the  ' 

Face  of  the  Earth. 

Here  then  is  an  exprefs  Law,  enforc'd  with  weighty 
Reafons,  againft  thefe  Pagan  Marriages  :  And  therefore, 
fince  whatever  is  done  contrary  to  Law,  is  ipfo  fa£io  null 
and  void,  thefe  Marriages  with  idolatrous  Women,  which 
were  ftridly  forbidden  by  God,  were  (properly  fpeaking)  no 
Marriages  at  all ;  and  the  Children,  which  proceeded  from 
them,  were  in  no  better  Condition,  than  thofe  whom  we 
call  B a/lards,  {b)  No  Interpofition  of  Civil  Authority  was 
therefore  needful  to  diffolve  thefe  Marriages.  The  Infidelity 
of  the  Party  efpoufed  was  as  much  an  InterdiSiion,  as  any 
the  moft  proximate  Degree  of  Confanguinity,  which,  by  the 
Laws  of  all  civiliz'd  Nations,  is  known  to  vacate  the  Mar- 
riage. 

But  even  fuppofe  that  the  Civil  Authority  thought  pro- 
per to  interpofe  in  this  Matter,  yet  wherein  had  the  Jews  any 
Reafon  to  complain,  if,  in  juft  Puniftiment  for  their  wilful 
Breach  of  a  known  and  pofitive  Law,  they  were  excluded 
from  cohabiting  with  thefe  illegal  Wives  ?  The  Jews,  I  fay, 
efpecially,  who  for  every  light  and  trivial  Caufe  f,  made 
no  Scruple  to  give  even  their  lawful  Wives  a  Bill  of  Divorce- 
ment, and  might  therefore,  with  much  lefs  Difficulty,  be 
fuppofed  willing  to  repudiate  thofe,  whom  the  Lav/s  of  their 
•  God 

(is)  Neh.  xiii.  26. 

{a)  Deut.  vii.  6.      (h)  Patrick^  Commentary  on  Ezra.  x.  3. 

■f  The  School  of  Shummah,  who  liv'd  a  little  before  our  Sa- 
viour, taught,  that  a  Man  could  not  lawfully  be  divorc'd  from 
his  Wife,  unlefs  he  had  found  her  guilty  of  feme  Aftion,  which 
was  really  infamous,  and  contrar}'  to  the  Rules  of  Virtue.  But 
the  School  o\  Hilhl,  who  was  Shammah'i  Difciple,  taught  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  leall  Reafons  (fuch  as,  if  file  did  not  drefs  his 
Meat  well,  if  fhe  was  not  agreeable  to  him  in  Ferfon,  or  Tem- 
per;  or  if  he  found  any  Ovher  Woman,  that  he  likM  better) 
were  fufRcient  to  authorize  a  Man  to  put  away  his  Wife.  Scl- 
deni  Uxor.  Hebraica,  lib.  iii,  c.    i  S. 


'She  Differ- 
tnce  of  the 
Cafe  "which 
St.  Paul 
futs. 
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A.  M.    God  (for  Fear  of  their  catching  the  Infedion  of  Idolatry) 
3475.  ^.^-  had  forbidden  them  to  live  with  ? 

529,'  &c. '  St.  P  AUL  indeed  is  not  for  turning  away  an  unbelieving 
From  Ezra  IVife^  in  Cafe  fhe  is  willing  to  dwell  with  her  Hujbandy 
e'Z*  *°ii^'^^^^^  ^^^"  ^^  fuppofes,  that  this  Couple  were  marry'd,  when 
Efth.'  Neh.  they  were  both  Heathens^  and  in  a  State  of  Infidelity^  in 
and  Part  of  which  Cafe  there  was  no  Law,  either  ZJmwi?  ox  Human ^ 
andMafachl  ^o^'^'^ding  them  to  marry,  f  whereas,  in  thefe  Jewijh  Mar- 
i^_y^>r^  riages  with  Pagans,  the  Prohibition  is  ftrid)  and  therefore, 
as  there  was  no  Sin  in  their  coming  together  at  firft,  and  the 
Chrijlian  Religion  (whether  it  was  the  Man  or  the  Woman 
that  embrac'd  it)  made  no  Alteration  in  the  Cafe,  his  Advice 
is,  that  they  continue  to  dwell  together,  even  tho'  they  be 
of  different  Perfuafions  in  Matters  of  Religion,  becaufe  (as 
he  farther  adds  this  Reafon)  (r )  The  unbelieving  Hujband  is 
Jan£lifyd  by  the  Wife ;  and  how  knowefl  thou,  O  Man,  but 
that,  by  thy  peaceable  Cohabitation  with  her,  thou  may'ft 
convert,  and  fave  thy  Wife  ? 

Tho'  therefore  the  Apoftle  is  not  for  encouraging  any 
Separation  between  Hufband  and  Wife  upon  Account  of 
their  Difference  in  Religion,  when  their  Marriage  was  pre- 
vious to  either  of  their  Converfions  to  Chrijlianity ;  yet  (if 
we  will  make  him  confiftent  with  himfelf)  we  muft  allow, 
that  he  is  utterly  averfe  to  all  mix'd  Marriages  with  Infidels., 
when,  in  his  following  Epijile,  he  advifes  all  Chriftians,  (d) 
not  to  be  unequally  yoked  together  with  Unbelievers  ;  for 
what  Cominunion,  fays  he,  has  Light  with  Darknefs,  or 
what  Concord  has  Chrift  with  Belial  ?  Sec.  Whereby  he 
gives  us  to  think,  that  he  efteem'd  all  Marriage  with  Hea- 
thens illegal,  and  that  had  the  Apoflle,  at  that  Time,  been 
either  of  Ezra's  or  Nehemiah's  Council,  he  would  have  given 
his  Vote  for  their  Diffolution  among  the  fetus. 

We  own  indeed,  that  it  is  a  very  gracious  Declaration  of 
God,  Behold  all  Souls  are  mine,  as  the  Soul  of  the  Father, 
fo  alfo  the  Soul  of  the  Son  is  ?nine ;  that  Soul  that  finneth, 
it  /hall  die  ;  but  then  we  are  to  confider,  that  as  Life  fig- 
nifies,  in  general,  all  that  Happinefs,  which  attends  God's 
Favour,  fo  Death  denotes  all  thofe  Punifhments,  which  are 
the  Effe6ts  of  Divine  Difpleafure;  and,  among  thefe,  the 
Miferics  of  the  next  World  are  chiefly  intended.  Thefe 
indeed  Ihall  be  allotted  to  Men,  according  to  their  own 
Demerits,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Faults  of  their  Fore- 
fathers, which   Ihall  neither  be  laid  to  their  Charge,    nor 

made 


In  vjhat 
Senfe  Chi'l- 
d'en  da  not 

Juffer  far 
their  Pa- 
rents Offen- 


(f)  I  Cor.  vli.  16.         (rt'j  2  Cor.  vi.  14. 
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made  an  Aggravation  of  their  Guilt ;  but,  as    to   temporal    ^-  ^• 
Evils  and  Calamities,  it  cannot  well  othcrwife  be,  but  that,  Amr^'chwft.  '^ 
in  the  very  Courfe  of  Things,  Children  fliould  fuffer  for  the  29,  ^c 
Iniquities  of  their  Parents.  fv^^^toth* 

Tho'  therefore  it  may  feem  a  little  hard,  that  the  Chil-End.*ali  "^ 
dren  fhould  be  included  in  their  Mother's  Divorce,  yet  the  Efth.  Neh. 

Laws    of  moft  Nations   have  determined  this  Point : ^"^  ^^J^  °^ 

That  Children  are  to  follow  the  Condition  of  their  Mothers,  andMaiachii 
be  it  what  it  will,  and,  confequently,   as  they  are  unlawfully  ^>'~V'"X«# 
born,  they  muft  of  Courfe  be  alienated  from  the  Family,  at  ^h  ^^^ 
the  fame  Time  that  the  Mother  is  repudiated,  and  in  Virtue  ^y^j'''^^^ 
of  that  very  Law,   which  declares  her  Marriage  to  be  null,  riages 
So  that  it  was  no  arbitrary  A6t  in  Ezra    to   abdicate  the  '"•4*'  ^« 
Children,  as  well  as  the  Mothers ;  tho'  (e)  to  prevent  the^'j^^J*"' 
Danger  of  their  corrupting  the  other  Children  of  the  Family, 
(if  they  were  allowed  to  ftay)  and  of  infmuating  themfelves 
fo  far  into  their  Fathers  AfFedtions,   as  to  prevail  with  them 
in  Time  to  re-call   their   ejedled  Wives,    might  be  Motive 
enough  to  a  prudent  Ruler  (confidering   the  then  Situation 
of  Affairs)   to  put  the  Law  rigidly  in  Execution,     As  this 
however   was   an  Ail  of  the  Government,   wherein  Ezra, 
and  other  good  Men,  who  fear'd  the  Lord,  were  concern'd, 
we  may  reafonably  prefume,  that  fome  Provifion  was  made 
for  the  Maintenance,    and  perhaps  the  Education,   of  thefe 
poor  Children,    in  the  Principles  of  the  "Jewijh  Religion,  at 
the  publick  Charge. 

How  long  Nehemiah  was  in  finifhing  the  Walls  of  Jeru-  -^"^  ^°^ 
falem^   Interpreters  are  not  agreed,   becaufe  fome  of  them,  or'Terufaleni 
fuppofing  the  Space  of  two  and  fifty  Days^    {/)  mention'd  r:igt:  be 
in  the  Scripture,   to  be  too  fhort  for  the  perfedling  of  the  *""'''  '"ff- 
whole,  have  begun  their  Computation   from  the  Time  that  '-^ '"'""    "•'*' 
Nehemiah  return'd  his  Anfwer  to  SanhaUat\  firft  Meflage, 
and  others,  from  the  Time  that  the  Stone- Wall  was  finifh'd, 
and  fo  allowing  the  whole  fifty-two  Days  for  the  perfedling 
of  the  reft.     But,  if  we  look  into  the  Compafs  of  Time,  from 
Nehemiah's  being  at  Shu/han^  to  the  Day  of  the  Month  Vv'hen 
thefe  Walls  are  faid  to   have  been  finilh'd,    we  fliall   find, 
that  no  more,  than  fifty-two  Days,  could  well  be  allow'd  for 
the  perfecting  of  the  whole. 

It  was  (g)  in  tht  firji  Month,  called  by  the  Jews^  Ni- 
fan,  that  Nehemiah  was  at  Shujhan^  and  obtain'd  of  the 
King  Leave  to  go  to  Jerufalem  :  And,  though  we  have  no 
exprefs  Account,  what  Time  he  fpent  in  his  Journey,  and 

when 

{()  Poors  Annotations.      (/)  Neh,  vi.  15.     {g)  Chap.  ii.  i, 
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A.  M.    when  he  came  to  Jerufalem ;  yet,  if  we  may  make  a  Con- 

3+75>  ^f-  jefture  from  the  Time,   that  Exra  expended   in  the  fame 

t,i<),&c.     Journey,  we  can  fcarce  fuppofe,  that  he  arriv'd  at  Jerufalem 

From  Ezra  before  the  End  of  the  fourth  Month.     Ezra  fet  out  on  the 

EnJ'-'°aJl''^  /r/?  Day  of  the  frjf  Month.    He  made  a  (h)  (hort  Stay  in- 

Efth.'  Neh.   ^^^'^  ^^  ^^^  River  Jhava  ;  but   it  was  the  firft  Day  of  the 

and  Part  of  y5///)  Month ^  before  he  reach'd  Jerufalem.    Nehemiah  could 

^^6g-2.ech.  j^ot  po/Tibly  fet  out  (-q  Cqqj^  j^  tj^g  Year,  becaufe  his   Com- 

'^\.*^^  fnijjion  (i)  from  the  King,  and   Injiru^ions   to  the  neigh- 

..     _\  bouring    Governors,  mult  have  taken   fome  Time  in  paf- 

•    '  *  i&ng  through  the    feveral  Offices  :     And  therefore,  we  can 

fcarce  fuppofe,  that  he  reach'd  Jerufalem^   fooner  than  the 

Time  fpecify'd  ;  and  from  thence  to  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of 

the  fixth  Months  (including  the  three  Days  of  Reft,  that  he 

gave  hirnfelf  before  he  began)  the  Space  will  be  much  about 

fifty-two  Days,  whereiji  ^e  fuppofe,    that  the  whole  Work 

was  finifh'd.     [k)  For,  if  Alexander  the  Great,  (as  Arrian- 

ns  and  Curtius  relate)  built  the  Walls  of  Alexandria  (which 

was  feven  Miles  in  Compafs)  jii  the  Space  of  twenty  Days ; 

why  ftiould  it  be  thought  a  Thing  incredible,    that  a  vaft 

Number,  not  of  hir'd,  but  voluntary.  Men,  full  of  Zeal  for 

the  Work  themfelves,  animated  by   the  Example  of  their 

Rulers,  and  rang'd  and  diftributed  in  a  propg:  Manner  for 

Difpatch,  ftiould,  in  almoft  thrice  that  Space  of  Time,  be 

^ble  to  finifti  a  Work  oflefs  Compafs;  when  they  had  long 

Summer-Days  for  it.  Plenty  of  Stones,  and  other  Materials 

hard  at  hand,  the  Foundation  of  the  Wall  unraz'd,  fome 

Parts  of  it  ftanding  intire,  only  fome  Breaches  here  and  there 

to  be  amended  j  and  when  their  Defign  in  the  whole  was, 

not  to  ftudy  Curiofity,  but  Strength,  and  to  provide  them- 

"  felves  with  fuch  a  Fortification  for  the  prefent,  as  would  fe- 

cure  them  from  any  fudden  Invafion  of  their  Enemies  ? 
The  jiuthor       How   (I)  \ong  Nehemiah  conimn  A  zt.t\\G  Perfian  Court, 
ef  the  Book  after  his  Return  from  Jerufalem,  the  facred  Hiftory  no  where 
*h  woJ^^ro  'nfornis  us.     It  tells  us  indeed,  that  he  came  back  again  after 
fuf,f  in  his    certain  Days ;  but  ftnce  the  Word  Tamin,  which  we  render 
Praife.        Days,  does  equally  fignify  Tears,  and,  in  many  Places  of  the 
Hebrew  Scriptures,  is  us'd  in  that  Senfe,  we  cannot  but  won- 
der, how  the  Generality  of  Chronologers,  as  well  as  Commen-^ 
tators,  came  to  overlook  this  Senfe  of  the  Word,  and,  in 
fo  doing,  to  make  Nchcmiahh  Stay  at  Shujhan  much  ftiorter 

than 

[h)  Ezra  viii.  15,31,       (t)  Neh.  ii.  6,  &c.         (k)  Patrick^ 
Coramentary,and  Poors  Annotations  on  Nek,  vi.  15. 
(/;  Pridc^u.xi  Conn^ion,  Anno  42^. 
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than  it  poffibly  could  be.     For,  fince  he  had  been  twelve    A,  m. 
Years  in  reforming  what  he  found  amifs  among  the  Jews,  itt^CMV 
and  Ezra  had  been  doing  the  fame  for  thirteen  Years  before  529,  &c'. 
him  ;  they  muft,  one  would  think,  have  brought  their  Re-  F'"*''"  Ezra 
formation   to  fuch  a  State  and  Stability,  that  a  little  Time^;/;  ^^^^^ 
could  not  been  fufficient  fo  totally  to  have  unh'ing'd  it :  And  Efth.'  Neh. 
therefore  we  may   conclude,   that  his   Abfence  at  Court,  ^^^  Part  of 
which    gave  Room   for    thefe  Irregularities    to    grow   to  "^^|;  ^^I'l* 
fuch  an  Height,  was  not  for  certain  Daysj  but  for  fome  Tears  ,^_yy'\j 
Continuance ;   and,  confequently,  that  the  Author  of  this 
rart  of  his  Life  had  no  Intention,  either  to  magnify  his  good 
Offices,  or  to  relate  any  Thing  incredible  concerning  him, 
fmce,  tho'  he  acquaints  us  with  fundry  Corruptions,  that  had 
fprung  up,  yet  he  makes   the  Time  of  his  Abfence   (if  we 
take  his  Words  in  their  proper  SenfeJ  long  enough  for  that 
Purpofe. 

That  Nehemiah  was  the  Writer  of  the  Account  of  his '^'^*' ^^ 
own  Government  in  Judea  (for  that  is   the  Subject  of  his  T'^^'J,''- 

T»i\  n    T  i/iAii  J""'^  Things 

rJookj  molt  Interpreters  are  agreed  :  [mj  And,  as  he  ^■^- commend 
pears  in  that  Charadler,  it  cannot  mifbecomehim  to  give  the '•"'"• 
World  a  Narrative  how  himfelf  behav'd  in  that  high  Sta- 
tion ;  tho',  in  doing  of  this,  he  could  not  avoid  the  faying 
of  fomething  in  his  own  Commendation,  unlefs  he  had  been 
minded,  out  of  his  exceflive  Modefty,  to  conceal  from  Po- 
fterity  (which  it  had  been  invidious  to  do)  an  excellent 
Example  of  his  extraordinary  Virtue,  and  Love  of  his 
Country. 

St.  PAUL,  no  doubt,  was  a  very  modeft  Man  :  {n)  He 
durji  not,  as  he  tells  us,  make  himfelf  of  the  Number^  or  coyn- 
fare  himfelf  with  fuch,  as  commended  themfelves  \  and  yet, 
in  the  very  next  Chapter,  (that  (o)  he  might  ftop  the  Mouths 
of  falfe  Apoflles,  and  covetous  People)  we  find  him  telling 
the  Corinthians,  that  he  preach'd  the  Gofpel  to  them  freely, 
and  without  defiring  any  Contributions  of  them  for  his  ne- 
ceflary  Support,  (p)  I  robbed  other  Churches,  fays  he,  tak- 
ing linages  of  them,  to  do  you  Service,  and  vjhen  I  was  pre- 
fent  with  you,  and  wanted,  I  was  chargeable  to  no  Man  : 
'  For  in  all  Things  I  have  kept  7nyfelf  from  being 
burthenfome  to  you,  and  fo  will  I  keep  tifelf;  as  the  Truth  of 
Chriji  is  in  me,  no  Man  Jloall  flop  me  of  this  Boafiing  in  the 
Regions  of  Achaia  ;  for  what  I  do,  that    I  will  do,  that  J 

may 

[m)  Patrick's  Commentary  on  NeL  v.  19.         (n)  2  Cor.  x. 
12.         (e)Ghap.xi.  7.  [p)  Ibid.,  ver.  8,  i^c. 
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A.  M.     tnay  cut  off  Occafion  from  thofe^  that   defire  Occafion^  thai 
A^'t^  Chri^ft  ^^^^^'"  ^^-'0'  Z^^^y-*  '^0'  ^^y  be  found  even   as  me  :     And 
529,  &c.     after  all  this,   can  any  find  Fault  with  Nehemiah,  for  telling 
From  Ezra    his  Reader,  that  [q)  what  was  prepared  for  me  daily,  was 
E*/"  ^°\\^^^^  ^■*"'  ^^^  fi^  choice  Sheep,  Fowls  in  Proportion,  and  once 
Efth.'  Neh.  i'^  ^^n  Days,  Store  oj  all  Sorts  of  Wine  j  yet  for  all  this,  re- 
and  Part  of  quired  not  I  the  Bread  of  the  Governor,  i.  e.  the  Allowances, 
^idMahdiV  '^hich  were  made  to  the  Governors  appointed  by  the  Kings 
^^^-y-^wj  of  Perfia,  to  provide  them  a  Table,  becaufe  the  Bondage  was 
heavy  upon  this  People,  and  they  not  in  a  Condition,  with* 
out  much  Difficulty,  to  maintain   themfelves :  Wherefore 
think  upon  me,  O  God,  for  Good,   according  io  all  that  I 
have  done  for  this  People. 
And  expcBi      To  fervc  God  for  nothing,  or  purely  for  his  own  Sake, 
aRcnvard    jg  ^  Notion,  that  perhaps  may  comport  with  our  glorify'd 
^udltmugh.  State,  where  our  Service  will  be  attended  with  Vifion  j  but, 
at  prefent,  it  is  too  romantick,  and  what  the  Author  of  our 
Beings  expedls  not  from  us.     He,  who  made  us,  and  fet  the 
Springs  in  our  Nature,  knows  very  well,  that  we  are  prin- 
cipally mov'd  by  Hopes  and  Fears,  and  for  this  Reafon  has 
propounded  Rewards  and  Punifliments  to  us  ;  nor  did  we 
ever  find  it  (till  now)  accounted  a  Flaw  in  the  Chara6ter  of 
the  Worthies  of  old,  or  an  Indication   of  their  mercenary 
Spirits,  that  in  all  their  good   Works,  or    Sufferings,  they 
(r)  had  a  Refpeif  to  the  Recompence   of  the  Reward,  which 
God,  the  righteous  Judge,  had  promis'd  to  give   unto  his 
''  faithful  Servants. 
Zhrlflu  EZRA,   no  doubt,  was  at  this  Time  a  Man  of  great 

fiiud  the  Efteem  among  his  Brethren,  and  no  lefs  favour'd  in  the 
Scribe  of  the  Pgffian  Court;  otherwife  y/r/^x^rA'<fj  would  never  have 
1^^^°-^^^'^''' granted  him  a  Commiffion  to  reform  and  regulate  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  fewijh  Church,  fraught  with  fuch  ample  Powers. 
Ever  fince  that  Time,  the  Jews  have  look'd  upon  him  as 
another  Mofes,  who,  (as  Mofes  was  the  Giver  of  the  Law) 
reviv'd  and  reftor'd  it,  after  it  had  been  in  a  A'lanner  quite 
lofl  and^extinguifh'd  in  the  Babylonijh  Captivity.  There  is 
fome  Reafon  to  believe  therefore,  that  (s)  this  Scribe  of  the 
Law  of  the  God  of  Heaven  yf\%  the  ufual  Title,  or  Appella- 
tion of  Honour,  whereby  E%ra  was  dignify'd  and  diftin- 
guifli'd  among  his  Countrymen  ;  and  that  Artaxerxes  V!\\<^X. 
take  it  upon  common  Report,  and  fo  infert  it  in'his  Com- 
miffion, as  the  Name,   whereby  he  was  generally  ftiled  a- 

mong 

(y)  Neh.  v.  18.  (r)  Heb.  xi.  26.  (s)  Ezra 

vii.  12. 


•vm. 
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mong  the  Jews^  without  ever  giving  himfelf  Time  to  confi-    A.  M. 
der  what  was  the  full  Purport  and  Intendment  of  it.  3475,  y^. 

But  if   even    he   did    attend  to  this,  yet,  as  the  Hea-  ^l'^^  ^).  ' 
thens  had  different  Kinds  of  Gods,  Celejlial^    Terreftrial,  From  Ezra 
and  Infernal^  he  might  eafily  reconcile  this  to  his  own  Prin-]y-Ji  '<'^^*^ 
cip/es,  only  by  fuppofing,  that  this  God  of  the  Jews  was  oneEfth.'Neh. 
of  the  Celejiial  Order,  and,  (tho'  a  Deity  peculiar  to  themj  and  Part  of 
might  neverthelefs  be  reverenc'd,  and  worfhipp'd  by  him,  in  ^^fh  f'^.J'.* 
Conjunction  with  his  other  Gods.  T/^-^r^s!} 

But,  after  all,  if  we  refledl  a  little  on  theEafe,  and  Indo- 
lence, and,  in  a  Manner,  total  Scquejiration  from  all  Bufmefs, 
wherein  thefe  great  Monarchs  of  the  Eaji  were  us'd  to  in- 
dulge themfelves,  we  fhall  find  Reafon  to  believe,  that  Ar- 
taxerxes  knew  nothing  of  the  Matter.     If  he  be  the  fame, 
who  goes  under  the  Name  of  Ahajuerus  in    the  Book  of 
Ejiher^  he  had  been  impos'd  on  by  Hainan   to    confent  to 
a  bloody  Decree  againft  the  "Jews  with  fo  little  Thought, 
and  Confideration  of   what  he   was  about,  that  (t)  he  did 
not  fo  much  as    remember  the    Perfon^  at  whofe   Infti- 
gation  it  was  done  :    And  yet,    notwithflanding  the  great 
Mifchief,  which  this  Negligence  of  his  might  have  brought 
upon  him,  we  find  him  inftantly  finking  into  the  like  fleepy 
and  carelefs  Temper,     (u)  Write  ye  for  the  Jews  (fays  he, 
to  Mordecai   and  EJiher)  as  it  Uketh  you,    in   the   King's 
Name.,  and fealit  with   the  Kings  Ping,  and  whatever  is 
thus  wrote  and  fealed,  no  Man  may  reverfe.     And,    by  Pa- 
rity of  Reafon,  why  may  we  not  fuppofe,  that,  when  Ezra 
apply'd  to  Court   for  his   CommiJJion,  the  whole   Form  of 
drawing  it  up  was  referr'd  to  him,  and  fuch  oth^r  Jews,  as 
he  thought  proper  to  take  into  his  Council  ?  For,  Write  ye, 
as  it  Uketh  you,  in  the  King' s  Name,  might,  (in  one  Cafe  as 
well  as  the  other)  be  all  that  the   King  had  to  fay   to  the 
Matter.     And  indeed,  if  we  look  into  the  Contents  of  the 
Commiflion  itfelf,  we  fhall  foon  perceive,  that  it  muft  have 
been  drawn  by  fomething  more  than  a  Heathen  Hand.  For, 
if  Ezra  himfelf  had  been  to  di6late  the  Words,    how  could 
he  have  exprefs'd  the  Tenor  of  his  Commiffion  more  fully 
than  in  thefe  :  [x)  Forafmuch  as  thou  art  fent  by  the  King, 
and  his  feven  Counfellors,  to   enquire  concer7iing  Judah  and 
Jerufalem,  according  to  the  Law  of  thy  Gsd,  which  is  in 
thine  Hand  :    What  Jeivijh  King,   could  have  given  more 
pious  laflfudions  than  thefe  :  (y)  And  thou  Ezra,  after  the 

Wifdom 

(Efther  vii.  5.  («)  Ibid.  viii,,8.  {x)  Eiravii.  14. 

^)  Ibid,  vcr,  25. 
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A.  M.  Wifdom  of  thy  God,  fet  Magijlrates  and  fudges,  fuch  ^ 
347  S>®'^^  know  the  Laws  of  thy  God,  and  teach  ye  them,  that  know 
529,'  &c.  '  if^^^  "0^  ^  And  where  can  we  find  a  livelier  Senfe  of 
From  Ezra  God's  fupreme  Authority,  and  of  that  Regard  which  is  due 
T.'d'  3°/^^frornt'"'e  greateft  Kings  and  Potentates  to  his  Commands, 
Efth.'  Neh.  more  emphatically  exprefs'd  than  here  :  IPhatfoever  is  com- 
and  Part  of  jnanded  by  the  God  of  Heaven,  let  it  be  diligently  done  for  the 
^'ft'^^t-  Houfe  of  the  God  of  Heaven  f    O  Verba  !  (as  Jacobus  Ca- 

andMalachi.       „•'       •'.         t^..    ,    ■'cTt       ^  •  \     t  •        ••'  •      -n 

^^Y'«^/)^//«x,  m  a  Kmd  ot  Rapture,  cries  out)  Litens  aureis  Rt- 
gum  Palatiis  infcribenda,  atque  adeo  Stylo  adamantine  Fi- 
delium  omnium  Jnimis  infculpanda  :  Words  fit  to  be  writ- 
ten upon  the  Palaces  of  Kings  in  Letters  of  Gold,  and  en- 
graven on  the  Minds  of  all  the  Faithful  with  a  Stile  of  Ada- 
mants 
The  Author  (z)  Who  the  Author  of  the  fix  firft  Chapters  of  E-zra 
'f'^^  Book  ^^g^  jg  ^  Matter  of  fome  Uncertainty,  tho'  it  is  generally 
^'^^'  agreed,  that  the  fame  Hand,  which  compos'd  the  two  Books 
of  Chronicles^  was  concern'd  in  writing  that  Part  of  Ezra, 
becaufe  the  Chronicle  concludes  with  the  very  fame  Words, 
wherewith  the  Hiftory  begins,  which,  in  antient  Authors, 
to  conneSf  the  Thread  of  the  Difcourfe,  (as  Grotius  obferves) 
is  no  unufual  Thing.  The  fewijh  Dodlors  indeed  are  chiefly 
of  Opinion,  that  thefe  Chronicles  were  written  by  Ezra  : 
But  this  can  hardly  be,  becaufe  the  Author  ('whoever  he 
wasj  continues  the  [a)  Genealogy  of  Zerubbabel  to  the 
twelfth  Generation,  which  is  lower  than  Ezra  liv'd.  Nor 
can  Ezra  be  the  Author  of  the  fix  firft  Chapters  of  the  Book 
which  bears  his  Name,  becaufe  the  Perfon,  who.wrote  it, 
{b)  is  faid  to  have  been  at  ferufalem  in  the  Time  of  Darius 
Hy/iafpes ;  whereas  Ezra  {c)  did  not  go  thither  until  the 
Reign  of  Artaxerxes.  It  is  moft  likely  therefore,  that  Ezra, 
upon  his  Coming  to  Jerufalem,  might  meet  with  certain 
Annals,  or  Memoirs,  kept  of  the  feveral  Tranfa^tions  that 
had  happen'd,  fince  the  Time  of  the  People's  Return  from 
Captivity,  and  that,  to  thefe,  (after  he  had  made  an  Ex- 
tract of  fuch  as  were  true  and  authentick)  he  added  a  farther 
Continuation  of  the  Hiftory  of  his  own  Government.  For, 
that  the  four  laji  Chapters  of  the  Book  were  of  his  own 
compofing,  is  evident  from  this  Teftimony.  {d)  And  at 
Evening  Sacrifice,  I  arofe  up  from  my  Heavinefs,  and 
having  rent  my  Garment,  and  my  Mantle,  I  fell  upon  my 
Knees,  and  fpread  out  my   Hands  unto   the  Lord.     Then 

follovts 

(%)  Huetii,  Demonft.    Prop.  4.  [a)  i  Chron.  ill.  19. 

{b)  Ezra  V.  and  vi.         '    (c)  Chap,  vii^  (</J  Chap.  ix.  5. 
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follows  the  Prayer  which   he  made,  and  immediately  it  Is     A.  m, 
fubjoin'd,  (<r)  Novo  when  Ezra  had  prayed,  and  when  he  '^^^^n^^rf  V* 
confejfed,  and  caji  h'mfelf  down  before  the  Houfe  of  God  :    "Jg,  ^^ 
Which   plainly  fhews  that  Ezra  was  the  Author   of  that  f  rom'Ezra* 
Part  of  the  Book,  which  fpeaks  of  himfelf  in  the/r/?  Per-  '^-J:  J° '^« 

/""'  .  Efth.'   Neh. 

And,  in  like  Manner^  that    Nehemiah  was  the  Writer  of  a"<J  Pait  of 
what  is  reputed  his,  feems  to  be  evident,  (f)  not  only  from  f  j^A  ^".'l* 
his  own  Declaration    in  the  Front  of  it,  (which   was  the  ^^''V^Ji 
Pra£lice  of  Herodotus,  Thucydides,  and  other  antient  Hifto- 
rians  in  thofe  Days)  but  from  the  Teftimony  of  the  Jewijb 
Church  likewife,  which  all  along  receiv'd  it  into  their  Canon, 
and  from  the  Approbation  of  the  Seventy  Interpreters,  who, 
from  the  very  firft,  gave  it  a  Place  in  their  Tranflation  un- 
der that  Name. 

There    is  fome  Difficulty  indeed  in  reconciling  the  Ac-^f«AW- 
count  of  fofephus  concerning  Sanballat,  and   what   is  re-  ''^u^ '"  ^°^'^' 
corded  of  him  m  Nehemiah.     jojepbus  [g]  tells  us,  *'  That  cfrww^  San* 
*'  he,  being  made  Governor   of  Samaria,  under  the  laft'^^'^a^  ""i^ 
*'  Darius,  marry 'd  his  Daughter  to  one,  whofe  Father  had  ^^.^^^^^ 
''  been  High-Priefi  of  the  Jews,  and  that  when  his  Son-  /wV. 
*'  in-Law  was  thereupon  driven  out  of  Jerufalem,  he  ob- 
*'  tain'd  Leave  of  Alexander  to  build  a  Temple  on  Mount 
"  Gerizzim,  like  that  at  ferufalem,  and   to  make  him  the 
*'  Prieft  thereof."     Now,  to  make  this  accord  with  what 
we  read  m  Nehemiah,  (h)  the  general  Opinion  is,  that  there 
were  two    Sanballats,  the    firft,   the  Sanballat  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  the  other,    the  Sanballat  of  Jofephus ;    and 
that  there  were  two  Marriages   contra6led  by  two  different 
Perfons,  Sons  of  two  different  High-Priefts  of  the  Jeivs,  with 
two  different  Women,  who  were  each  Daughters   of  two 
different  Sanballats ;  the  firft,  the  Daughter  of  the  Sanbal- 
lat of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  other,  the  Daughter  of  the 
Sanballat  of  Jofephus^  and  that  he,  who  marry'd  the  firft 
of  them,  was  the  Son  of  Joiada,  but  he  who  marry'd  the 
fecond  of  them,  was  the  Son  of  Johanan,   and  Brother  of 
faddua.     But  there  is  no  Reafon  to  have  Recourfe  to  this 
perplex'd 'Solution,  feeing  that  Jofephus  has  incurred  a  pal- 
pable Miftake  in  Point  of  Chronology.     For,  (/)  fince  this 
Marriage  was  confummated  while  Jsiada,  the  Son  of  Elia^ 

Jhib*  . 

{e)  Ezra  x.  i .  (f)  Huetii,  ibid.  (g)  Jewi/h  Antiq, 

lib.  xi,  c.  7.  and  8.         [h)  Prideaux'i  ConneftioOj  Anno  409, 
(/)  Neh.  xiii.  z%. 

Voi.  IV.  LI 


530  "J^he  Hiflory  of  the  BIBLE,       Book  VIT. 

A.  M.     /hlbf  was  the    High-Prieft  of  the  Jetvs,  even  in    the  fifth 
34:' 5>^^-    Year  of  his  Pontificate;  {k)  and  fmce  he  entered  upon  that 
529   &'l. '   OfFxe,  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  Darius  Nothus^  who  reign'd 
From  Ezra    jn  all  nineteen  Years,  it  mull    follow,  that    the    Licence, 
iv.  7.  to  the  ^j^jj-h  Sanballat  obtain'd  for   the  Building  of  a  Temple  at 
Efth.'  Ne'h,    Samaria^  was  not  from  Alexander,  but  from  this  Darius,  in 
and  Part  of  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  above  eighty  Years  be- 
^^\M  ^^  h^  f^''^  ^^^  Darius  Codomannus,  whom  Alexander  vanquifti'd, 
![^.*-y^^  was  known.     There  is  no  Occafion  therefore  to  fuppofe  any 
more  Sanballats  than  one,  or  to  extend  his  Life  to  any  im- 
moderate Length ;  only  we  may  perceive  that  Jofephus  was 
under  a  Miftake,  in  placing  this  Sanballat  under  the  Reign 
of  Codomannus,  who  (hould   have  been   plac'd  under  a  for- 
mer Darius,  firnam'd  Nothus,  and,  confequently,   that  all 
he  tells   us    of  this   Sanballat' s  attending  Alexander   in  his 
Wars,  and  obtaining  of  him  a  Licence  to  build  a  Temple,  is 
a  mere  Fidion  founded  on  that  Miftake  ;  becaufe  in   Alex^ 
ander's  Time,  the  Samaritans,  by  murdering  AndromachuSy 
his  Governor  of  Syria,  had  fo  incens'd  that  great  Conqueror 
againft  them,   that,  inftead    of  granting  them  any  Favours, 
(I)  we  find  him  making  all  the  Havock  of  them  that  he 
could. 
m>t  Author       Who  the  Author  of  the  Book  of  EJlher  wzs,  theOpi- 
%  mhtx"    nions  of  the  Learned  are  various.     Some  afcribe  it  to  E%ray 
ankno-wnl     others  to  Mordecat,  others  to  Mordecai  and  EJiher  in  Con- 
jun6tion,  and  others  again,  to  the  joint  Labours  of  the  great 
Synagogue,   who,    from  the  Time  of  Ezra,  to  Simon  the 
yujt,  fuper intended  the  Edition,   and   Canon  qf  Scripture. 
Thofe,  who  contend  for  Mordecai,  have  thefe  Words  to  al- 
ledge  in  his  Behalf :  (fn)  And  Mordecai  wrote  thefe  Things f 
and  fent  Letters  unto  all  the  Jews,  that  were  in  all  the  Pro- 
vinces of  King  Ahafuerus,  and  the  Jews  undertook  to  do,  as 
Mordecai   had  zuritten  to  them :  («)  But  the  Thing  is  evi- 
dent, that  thefe  Words  relate,  not  to  the  Book  itfelf,  but  to 
the  circular  Letters,   which  Mordecai  fent  to  the  "Jews,  in 
all  the  Provinces  of  the  Perfmn   Empire,   fignifying  what  a 
mighty   Deliverance  God  had  vouchfaf'd    them,  and,    in 
Commemoration  of  it,  inftituting  an  annual  Feftival  to  be 
obferv'd  for  ever. 
Its  Genhine.      And  indeed  the  Injlitution  of  this  annual  Fejiival,  and  its 
"*•/*•     -  .   continued  Obfervation  is  zflanding  Proof,  that  this  Hiftory  of 
EJiher  is  real,   and  not  fidfitious ;  fince  we  can  hardly  con- 
ceive, 

[k)  Patrick's  Commentary.  {/)  Jofefh.  contra  Apion, 

lik  ii.    (/»)  Either  ix.  ao,  i^^    («)  HuttUf  Dmonft.  Froppf.  ^-o. 
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fceive^  how  a  wife  Nation  fhould  at  firft  appoint,  and  after-    A.  M. 
Wards  continue  the  Celebration  of  this  folemn  Time  of  Feaft-3+75>  ©"c. 
ing  arid  Rejoicing  every  Year,  merely  becaufe  a  certain  Man   51^^  ^'c,' 
among  them  had  once  the  good  Fortune  to  write  an  agreea-  From  Ezra. 
hh  Fcib/e  or  Romance;  much   lefs  can    we  conceive,  from  ^■, '''■/°  *^ 
what  Motive,  a  whole  Affembly  of  learned  Doctors  fhould  Efth.'Keh. 
receive  a  Writing  of  no  better  Character  into  the  Canon  of  and  Part  of 
their  Scriptures,  or  (to  make  it  of  more  univerfal  Ufe)  fhould  ^^f^  ^^'^u-' 
honour  it  with  a  Greek  1  raniiation.  /'^V'^SJ 

It  muft  be  own'd  indeed,    that  no  foreign  Author  has  Objeaiom 
taken  any  Notice  of  this  Piece  of*  Hiftory,    but  the  Reafon  "S"'"/' i^ 
hereof  is  obvious,  vi%.  (0)  becaufe  the  Authors,  who  wrote  ""j'^*'" 
of  the  AfFairs  of  Perfa  at  this  Time,  enter'd  no  farther  into 
them,    than  as  they  were  coincident  with   the  AfFairs   of 
Greece ;  and  tho'  the  fix  laft  Chapters  of  this  Hiftory  are  not 
to  be  found  in  any  Hebrew  Copy,  yet  Origen  is  of  Opinion, 
(p)  that  once  they  were  extant,  tho'  now  loft,  and  that  from 
it  the  Sepiuagint  form'd  their  Tranflation ;  tho'  others  (with 
more  Probability)  think,  that  (as  the  Hiftory  of  this  memo- 
rable Tranfadlion  might  be  recorded  by  divers  Hands)  there 
Were  once  two  Hebrew  Copies  of  it,  one  in  a  larger,  and  the 
-Other  in  a  lefs,  VolumCj  and  that,  as  the  lefs  is  what  we  have 
at  prefint,  from  the  larger  has  proceeded  the  Greek  Copy, 
with  its  fundry  Additions. 

H  A M A  N,  we  read,  was  an  Amalekite^  one  of  that  Na-  ^h  ^o^^- 
tion  (q),  againft  which  God  pronounc'd  aCurfej  and  there- '^'"'  '"'°"''^ 
tore,  upon  this  Conlideration,  Mordecai  might  think  him-  Haman. 
felf  not  oblig'd  to  pay  him  the  Reverence  which  he  expelled, 
and,  if  the  reft  of  the  "Jews  had  the  like  Notion  of  him,  this 
might  be  Reafon  fufficient  for  his  extending  his  Refentment 
againft  the  whole  Nation.  But  there  feems  to  be  fomething 
more  in  the  Reverence  which  the  People  were  commanded 
to  pay  him,  than  what  is  the  EfFedl  of  civil  Refpedf .  The 
King  of  Perjia^  we  know,  expe<Sl:ed  a  Kind  of  Divine  Ado- 
ration from  all  that  approach 'd  his  Prefence ;  (r)  as  we  read 
of  one  Timagoras,  upon  whom  the  People  of  Athens  pafs'd 
Sentence  of  Death,  for  his  worfhipping  of  Darius^  account- 
ing the  Honour  of  their  whole  City  debas'd  by  this  mean  Sub^ 
miflion  of  one  of  their  Citizens^  tho',  at  that  Time,  Darius 
was  one  of  the  greateft  Monarchs  upon  Earth.  And  as  the 
Kings  of  Perfia  did  arrogate  this  to  thcinfelves,  fo  they  fome- 
times  imparted  it  to  their  chief  Friends  and  Favourites,  as  it 
L  I  2  feems, 

(0)  Hvetii^  Demonil.  Pfopof.  4.  (p)  Pafrick*s  Com* 

mentary.      (^)  Exod,  xvii.  14.     (r)  Fa/er,  Mdfr.Ub.vlc.i, 
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A.  M.     feems,  at  this  Time,  to  have  been  the  Cafe  with  Haman* 
3475>^';-  For  we  can  hardly  conceive,  why  the  King  fliould  give  a  par- 
529,  &c.  ticular  Command,  (s)  that  all  his  Servants  (hould  reverence 
Trom  Ezra    him,  if  by  this  Reverence  no  more  is  intended,  than  that  th^ 
T '/"  '°ii^^  fliould  ftiew  him  a  Refpedt  fuitable  to  his  Station :  But  nov^, 
Efth.'Neh.    if  we  fuppofe,  that  the  Homage  expedled  from  them,  was 
and  Part  of  fuch,   as  Came  near  to /^o/fl fry,  (/)  we  need  not  wonder, 
^'ss-  Zech.  jj^^f  ^  y^^y  {hould   deny  that  Honour,   or  the  outward  Ex- 
i^-«y-vj  preffions  of  it  to  any  Man,  fince  the  wife  and  fober  Grecians 
did  pofitively  refufe  to  give  it  to  the  very  Kings  themfelves. 
And,  that  this  was  the  Cafe   before  us,  the  Author  of  the 
apocryphal  Additions  to  the  Book  of  Ejiher  feems  to  imply, 
when  he  introduces  Mordecal^  as  praying  in  thefe  Words, 
'     (u)  Thou  knoweji^  O  Lordy  that  it  is  not  Contumacy, 
tior  Pride,  nor  Defire  of  vain  Glory,  that  make  me  not  ivor- 
Jhip  Haman  ;  for  I  would  willingly   kifs   his  Feet  for    the 
Safety  of  Ifrael.    But  I  do  it,  that  I  may  not  prefer  the  Glo- 
ry of  a  Man,  to  the  Glory  of  God,  nor  adore  any  one,  but 
thee,  my  Lord,  alone. 
The  Condua     Tho'  wc  are  far  from  pretending  to  apologize,  either  for 
rus^Eft'he'r  ^^  Injufticc  of  Ahofuerus  in  abdicating  his  Queen,  or  for 
tind  Morde-the  Condu(Sl  of  Efiher  in  going  to  his  Bed,  yet  a  good  deal 
cai,  in  feme  of  this  might   be  refolv'd   into  the   Cuftom   of  a  Nation, 
T/ltd^  '^•'' where  the  King  was  abfolute,  and  his  Subjects  mere  Vaffals ; 
where   the  Will  of  the  Prince,  I  fay,  was  a  perfedl  Law, 
and  a  Plurality  of  Wives  and  Concubines  reputed  honoura- 
ble.    This  however   may  be  faid  in  Behalf  of  Ahafueriis, 
that  he  did  not  divorce  his  Wife,  without  fir  ft  confulting  his 
Counfellors,  and  fuch  as  were  beft  acquainted  with  the  Laws 
of  their  Country;  and  therefore,  if  there  was  any  Iniquity  in 
it,  they  were  the  Perfons  chiefly  to  be  blam'd,  who  repre- 
fented  the  Queen's  Difobedience,  as  a  Crime  of  fuch  a  dan- 
gerous Nature,  that  it  would  have  had  a  noxious  Influence 
upon  the  whole  Nation,  had  it  not  been  feverely  punifli'd. 
And  this  may  be  faid  in  Excufe  for  Ejiher,  that  the  Words, 
which  we  render  {x)  Jhe  was  brought,  may  equally  fignify 
Jf^e  was  taken  away,  viz.  by  Violence ;  (y)  for  (as  the  Tar- 
gum  upon  this  PaflTage  relates   the  Matter)    *'  Mordecai, 
*'  hearing  of  the  King's  Edi£i  for  the  Colle£lion  of  all  the 
**  beautiful  Virgins  in   his   Dominions,  hid  his  Coufm  in  a 
*'  private  Place,  where  the  Officers  could  not  find  her;  but 

"  when 

{s)  Efther  iil.  2.  (/)  PWs  Annotations  on  Eflher'm. 

(«)  Efther  xiii.  12,  ^r,         {x)  JglUicr  ii.  «.        i^)  Pfitrick'* 
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**  when  EJiher  (whom  all  the  Neighbourhood  knew  to  be  a     A.  m. 
**  great  Beauty)  was  miffing,  an  Order   from  the  King  to  ^^''^'pf  y 
**  Mordecai  was  procur'd,    which,  upon  Pain   of  Death,   j^g   £^)._' 
'*  oblig'd  him  to  produce  her."     However  this  be,  'tis  cer-  f'^^'n  Ezra 
tain,  that  the  Perfons,  whom  the  King  took  to  his  Bed  in^j^/i'^jj^* 
this   Manner,  were  not   reputed  Harlots^  but  became   his  E/iJj '  Neh. 
lawful  Wives y  tho'  Wives  of  an  inferior  Degree ;  and  there-  ^^d  l^art  of 
fore  it  is  no  great  Wonder,  that  EJlher^  in  thefe  Circum-  ^dMakchi' 
ftances,  (tho*  a  very  virtuous  Woman)  fliould  confent ;  nor  ..y^f>^ 
can  we  tell,  but  that   Mordecai,  and  fhe,  might   have   a 
Difpenfation  from  God,  (as  God,  no  doubt,  can  difpenfe 
with  his  own  Laws)  fuppofing  there  were  any  Contrariety  to 
the  Divine  Laws  in  this  Tranfa£tion. 

To  account  for  the  Humour  of  Princes,  and  their  Ma-  ^h  Ahafu- 
nagement  of  publick  Affairs,  is  next  to  a  Thing  impoffible.  ^r^ZaU  "*' 
We  fee,  even  among  us,  that  great  Men  are  fometimes  un-  Mordecai 
mindful  of  the  higheft  Services,  that  are  done  them,  and  '^^  •^^* 
take  no  Care  to  reward  them,  efpecially  if  the  Perfon  be  in 
himfelf  obfcure,  and  not  fupported  by  a  proper  Recommen- 
dation.    And  therefore  we  are  not  at  all   to  wonder,  if  a 
Prince,  that  bury'd  himfelf  in  Indolence,  and  made  it  a  Part 
of  his  Grandeur  to  live  unacquainted  and  unconcern'd  with 
what  pafs'd  in  his  Dominions,  (as   this  was  the  Cuftom  of 
moft  Eajiern  Kings) .  fhould  overlook   the   great   Service, 
which  Mordecai  had  done  him,  or  if  he  order'd  him  a  Re- 
ward, that,  by  the  Artifice  of  thofe  at  Court,  who  were  no 
Well-Wifhers  to  the  Jews,  he  might  be  difappointed  of  it. 

There  feems  however  to  have  been  a  particular  Direc- 
tion of  Providence,  in  having  his  Reward  delay'd    till  this 
Time,  when  he  and  all  his  Nation  were  appointed  to  De- 
ftrudion,  when  the  Remembrance  of  his  Services  might  be 
a  Means  to  recommend  them  to  the  King's  Mercy,  and  the 
Honours  conferr'd  on  him  a  deep  Mortification  to  his  Adver- 
fary.     Thefe  Honours  indeed  were  very  remarkable ;  but  by 
Harnan's  Manner  of  propofing   them,  they   feem  to  have 
been    the  ufual  Marks  of  Diftinition  and  Efteem,  that  the 
Kings  of  Perfia  conferr'd  on  thofe,  whom  they  were  mind- 
ed to  make  confpicuous ;  and  fo  far  was  Mordecai  from  be- 
ing elated  with  them,  that  as  foon  as  the  Solemnity  was  over, 
we  read,  that  (2;)  he  return'd  to  his  Duty,  and  Attendance 
zUhe  King's  Gate,  ^^J'"''., 

He  had  declar  d  himfelf  z  Jew,  to  fatisfy  the    People  zt  Mc-n  might 
Court,  that  he  could  not,  with  a  good  Confcience,  comply /"'^'^"^  ^'^ 

LI  3  wither/;:- 

ifeing  a  Jew. 

(«)  Efther  vi.  12. 
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A.  M.     with  the  King's  Command  relating  to  the  Reverence,  which 
I'Vc^U"'   ^^  *°  ^^  ^       *^°  Haman  :  And  the  Interpofition  of  Provi- 
5^9,  £?<■*    dence  in  Behalf  of  the  "Jewijh  Nation,  even  during  their 
From  E»fa    Captivity,  had  been  fo   vifible,  that  the    wife   Men  about 
End    aU*^^  Haman  might,  from  Experience,  form  aConjedure,  that  if 
Efth.  Nsh.    their  God  was  become  their  Friend^  (as  by  this  ftrange  Turn 
and  Part  of  of  Affairs  in  Favour  of  Mordecai  it  looked  as  if  he  was) 
and^Mahchi'.  ^'^  ^'^apon  forged  againjl  them  would  profper  ;  becaufe  they 
\yy*\j  bad  feen  fo   many   Plots^  which  would  have  crufh'd  any 
other  Nation,  turn  to  their  Advancement,  as  well  as   their 
Enemies  Deftrutlion.     The  Advice  [a)   which  Jchior  gave 
to  Hslofernesy  is  founded  upon  the  known  Experience  of 
thofe  Times,  and  befpeaks  a  Man  well  acquainted  with  the 
State  of  the    j^ews  :  Now    therefore,  my  Lord,  and  Gover- 
nor, if  there  be  any  Error  in  this  People,  and  they  fin    a- 
goinji  their  God,  let  us    conftder,    that  this    will  be    their 

Ruin. But  if  there  be  no  Iniquity  in    their  Nation, 

let  my  Lord  now  pafs  by,  leji  their  Lord  defend   them,  and 
their  God   be  for  them,  and  we   become  a  Reproach   before 
all  the  World.     Confidering  then,  that   Mordecai  was  of 
the  Seed  of  the  Jews,  a  People,  whom  God    had  wonder- 
fully rais'd  from  under  great  Oppreffions,  and  that,  at  this 
Time-,  there    was    a  defperate  Defign,  by  Haman's   Ma- 
nagement, carrying  on  againft  them  ;  Haman^s  wife  Men 
might  eafily,  and  without   the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,    divine, 
(b)  that  as  Mordecai   (whom  they  knew    to  be  a  Man  of 
great  Courage  and  Wifdom)   was  now  got  into  the  King's 
Favour,  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  would  find  an  Op- 
portunity of  applying  to  him  (who  was  a  Peribn  of  a  mild 
Difpofition)  for  a  Revocation  of  the  bloody   Decree  which 
Haman,  by    impofmg    upon   his  Credulity,  had    procur'd, 
and   confequently  of  ruining  Haman  in   the  King's  good 
Graces.     For  the  known  Inftability  of  Court-Favours,  and 
the  little  Quarter,  that  there  is  given  to  Rivals  or  Enemies, 
made  it  no  hard  Matter,  from  Mordecai's  Advancement,  to 
read  Haman's  Deftiny. 
'^^."^^l^^^      HJ M J N  indeed  was  outrageoufly   bent   againft  the 
^iftheMol  J^W^i  3nd  v/hat  he  offer'd  the  King  in  Lieu    of  the  Da- 
tiey  that  the  mage,  which  his  Revenues  might  fuftain  by  the  Deftruition 
Scripture      ^f  ^^  rnany  of  his  Subjects,  is  a  prodigious  Sum  for  any  pri- 
Tfteatmu      ^^^^  yi2in  to  be  Owner  of ;  but   we  read  of  feveral  fuch 

Perfons 

(a)  Judith  v.  20,  2  1.         [b]  Pco/'s  Annotations,    and  Pa- 
trick' %  Commentary  on  EJiher  vi.  13. 
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Perfons  in  Hiflory,  who,  in  thofe  antient  Times,  were  Pof-     A,  m. 
feflors  of  much  greater.     Pithius  the  Lyd'ian,  for  Inftance,  3475.  j^f. 
(f )  when  Xerxes  pafs'd  into    Greece,  was  poflefs'd   of  two  5  "„'  gf"  * 
Thoufand  Talents  of  Silver,  and  four  Millions  of  Darkks  Fioi^ Ezra 
in  Gold,  which    together  amounted   to   near  five  Millions  ^^  7.  to  the 
and  an  half  of  our  Sterling  Money :  And  {d)  Marcus  Graf-  Efth.'Neh. 
fusy  the    Roman,  after  he  had    confecrated  the  Tenth   ofandPaitof 
what  he  had  to  Hercules,  feafted  all  the  People  of  Rome  at  ^^fy^l^^ 
ten  Thoufand   Tables,  and  given  a  Donative  of  Corn    to  v^'V*'^ 
every  Citizen,  as  much  as   would  laft  him  three  Months, 
found  the  Remainder  of  his  Eftate  to  be  feven  Thoufand  one 
hundred  Roman  Talents,  which  amount  to  above  a  Million 
and  an  half  of  our  Money.     This  may  feem  a  little  flrange 
to  us  at  prefent,  but  our   Wonder  will   ceafe,  if  we  con- 
fider,  that,  from  the  Time  of  David  and  Solomon,  and  for 
fifteen   hundred  Years  afterwards,  the  Riches  of  this  Kind 
were  in  much    greater  Plenty,  than  they  are  now.     The 
prodigious  Quantities  of  Gold  and  Silver,  which  Alexander 
found   in  the   Treafures   of  Darius ;    the  vaft   Loads    of 
them,  which  were  often  cari^'d   before   the  Roman  Gene- 
rals, when  they  return'd  from  conquer'd  Provinces ;  and 
the  exceflive  Sums,  which    certain   of  their   Emperors  ex- 
pended in  Donatives,  Feafts,    Shows,  and   other  Inftances 
of  Luxury,  and  Prodigality,    are  of  this  Proof  fufUcient : 
(f)  But  at  length  the  Mines  of  the  antient  Ophir,  which 
furnifli'd  all  this  Plenty,  being  exhaufted,  and,  by  the  burn- 
ing of  Cities,  and  Devaftation  of  Countries,  which  follow'd 
upon  the  Eruptions    of  the  Goths,  Vandals,  and  Huns,  and 
other  barbarous  Nations  in  the  Weft,  and  of  the  Saracens^ 
Turks,  and  Tartars,  in  the  Eajl,  a  great  Part  of  the  Gold 
and  Silver,  which  the  World  then   abounded   with,    being 
wafted  and  deftroy'd  by  this   Means,  the  great  Scarcity  of 
both,  which  afterwards  enfu'd,  was  occafion'd  ;  nor  have 
the  Mines  of  Mexico,  Peru,  and  Brajil,  been,  as  yet,  able 
fully  to  repair  it. 

The   great  Sum,  -w^nch  Haman  would  have  given  tOHoTJthe 
gratify  his  Revenge  againfl  the  Jewijh  Nation,  was  an  ad-J^^s  cantet* 
ditional  Provocation  to  them,  no  doubt,  to  flay    every  one,'^'^-^-'''  '"''"^'' 
who  came   to  annoy   them  ;  but   then,    it  muft  be  con- 
fider'd,  that,  in   this,   they   a6ted  by  Virtue  of  an  Edi£fy 
which  authoriz'd  them  to  ftand   upon  their  own  Defence ; 
that  they  were  not  the  firft  Aggreflbrs,  but  only  oppos'd 
L  1  4.  thofe 

(f)  Herodotus^  lib.  vii.       (d)  Plutarch^  in  Craffo.       {e)  Pri- 
^^a»x's  Connedion,  Anno  543. 
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A.  M.     thofe,  that  openly  aflaulted  them,  and  were  for  putting   an 
Ant^'chHft  ""j"ft  Decree  in  Execution  againft  them  ;  and  as    the  A-' 
529,  £ff.   malekitest  who  might  be  difpers'd  throughout  the   Perfian 
From  Ezra    Dominions,  were  the  known  and  inveterate  Enemies  of  the 
En/'  aV  ^  J'^'^h  2nd,  following  now  the  Fortune  of  Haman,  might 
Bfth.  Neh.   be  forward  enough  to  execute  the  Decree,    which  he  had 
and  Part  of  procur'd  againft    them,    it     is  therefore    reafonably    pre- 
SdMahcVi!  fum'd,  that  moft  of  thofe,  whom  the  Jews,  in  their   ne^ 
^^yy^j  ceflary  Defence,  both  in  ShuJJian^  and  in  the  Provinces,  did 
deftroy,  were   of  that  devoted  Nation  ;  and  that,  by  this 
their   Slaughter,    the  Prophecies  againft  AmaUk  were  ac- 
complifh'd. 
And  the  However  this  be,  we  cannot  take  leave  of  this  wo  n- 

Wonderfui-  jej-fui  Dcliverancc  of  thejewijh  Nation,  without  making 
BJcape,  *''''s  on^  Reflexion  upon  it,  vi%.  (f)  *'  That  tho'  in  the 
*'  whole  there  was  no  extraordinary  Manifeftation  of  God's 
"  Power,  no  particular  Caufe  or  Agent ^  that  was,  in  its 
**  Working,  advanc'd  above  the  ordinary  Pitch  of  Na- 
*'  ture ;  yet  the  Contrivance^  and  fuiting  tnefe  ordinary 
♦'  Agents  appointed  by  God,  is,  in  itfelf,  more  admirable, 
*'  than  if  the  fame  End  had  been  efFe6ted  by  Means,  that 
**  were  truly  miraculous.  That  a  King  fhould  not  fleep, 
*'  is  no  unufual  Thing,  nor  that  he  fliould  folacc  his  wak- 
*'  ing  Thoughts  by  hearing  the  Annals  of  his  own  King' 
*'  dom,  or  the  Journals  of  his  own  Reign,  read  to  him, 
♦'  i^c.  but  that  he  fhould  lie  awake,  at  that  Time  efpecially, 
*'  when  Haman  was  watching  to  deftroy  the  "Jews  ;  and 
*'  that,  in  the  Chronicles  of  the  Kingdom,  they  fhould 
*'  light  on /^^/ P/i7r^,  where  Mordecai's  unrewarded  Ser-^ 
**  vices  were  recorded  j  that  the  King,  thereupon,  fhould 
*'  refolve  forthwith  to  do  him  Honour  ;  that  Haman 
*'  fhould  come  in  at  the  very  Nick  of  Time,  when  he 
*'  was  fo  difpos'd,  and  fliould  ignorantly  determine  what 
*'  Honour  fhould  be  done  him*  and  be  appointed  to  that 
"  ungrateful  Office  himfelf :  This  was  from  the  Keeper  of 
"  Ifrael,  who  neither  jtiimbers  nor  Jleeps,  and  was  truly 
'*  marvellous  in  bis  People's  Eyes,  For  tho'  Miracles,  in 
**  their  Nature,  are  more  apt  to  ftrike  the  Senfe,  yet  fuch 
*'  fecrcc  Contrivances  of  God's  Wifdom  and  Providence  do 
*'•  more  affeiSl  the  Underftanding  ;  The  Qne  works  Ajionijh^ 
*'  ?nenty  the  other  Admiration,^' 

D  I  S- 

(f)  Patrick' i  Commentary  on  EJiher  vii.  \o. 
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A.  M. 

DISSERTATION  IT.  5i'? cfrSi. 

529,  &c. 

Of  EzraV  Edition  0/ the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  In/iitu-fy°!^^  f"^s 
tioji  of  Synii^ogue-ffor/hip.  End ;  all 

Efth.  Neh. 

ZpZ  RJf  no  doubt,  in  his  Knowledge  of  ^the  Holy  Scrip- Hagg.?ech. 
•'-'  tures,  was  a  great   Man.     The  facred  Hiftory   gives  andMaiachU 
him  this  Charafter,  that  (g)  he  was  a  ready  Scribe   in  the  ^-/'~>rv.> 
Law  of  Moksy  which  the  Lord  God  <?/ Ifrael   f^^d  given.  f^]fj'J^[f 
The  Jewijh  Doctors  look  upon  him  as  the  fecond  Founder  Holy  Scrip. 
of  it ;  and  are  generally  of  Opinion,  that  he  was  the  Pro-  '«''«• 
phet  Malachiy  (h)  and  had  that  Title  given  him,  becaufe  he 
was  fent,  as  God's  Mejenger,  to  revive  their  Religion,   af- 
ter it  had  been,  in  a  Manner,  quite  extinguifh'd.     Nay,  (?) 
many   antient  Fathers  of  the  Chrifiian   Church,    attribute 
more  to  him,  in  this  Particular,  than  even  the  Jews  them- 
felves ;  for,  they  fuppofe,  that,  in  the  Bahylonijh  Captivity, 
all  the  Scriptures  were  entirely  loft  and  deftroy'd,  but  that 
Ezra,  by  Divine  Revelation,  rcnew'd   and  recover'd  them 
again.     This,  however,  is    carrying  the   Compliment  too 
far,  and  leaving   the   Authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  to 
ftand  upon  a  very  precarious  Bottom ;  fince  fome  may   be 
apt  to    infer,    that  he  who    is  faid    thus    wonderfully  to 
have  rejlored  them,  might  much  more  likely   have  forged  the 
whole. 

We  readily  acknowledge  indeed,  that  in  the  Time  ofThat  he  did 
Joftah.  (through  the  two  preceding  Reigns  o^  Manafreh,"°'''^"'"'''. 

-^   J     A  \r>      •         r  *u     T  •    u.  L  r  n        them  by  Dt. 

and  yfwwow;  Copies  or  the  L,aw  might  be  very  Icarce:  ijut,^,^^^;^^^/^ 
by  the  pious  Care  of  that  good  Prince,  we  are  inform'd,  tion. 
that  this  Defe6l  was  foon  remedied  ;  that  Copies  were  taken 
of  the  original  Law,  that  was  then  found  in  the  Temple  j 
that  Search  was  made  in  the  Schools  of  the  Prophets,  and  in 
all  other  Places  where  they  could  be  found,  for  the  other  Parts 
of  Holy  Writ,  and  Tranfcripts  form'd  out  of  thefe  like- 
wife  ;  fo  that,  in  a  fliort  Time,  all  that  were  defirous  to 
know  the  Law  of  their  God,  either  by  writing  them  out 
themfelves,  or  procuring  others  to   do  it  for   them,  were 

furnifh'd 

ig)  Ezravii.  6.  [h]  Vid.  C/^a A/.  Paraph,  in  Malach.  undi 
Buxtorf  in  Tiberiade,  c.  iii.  (i)  Vid.  Irenesum  adverfus 
Haeref,  lib.  iii.  c.  15.  Tertul.  deHabitu  Mulierum,  c.  iii.  Hiero- 
tiymum  contra  Hel'vidium,  Auguft.  de  Miraculis  facras  Scrip,  lib. 
ii.  and  Chryfojl.  Horn.  viii.  in  Ep.  ad  Hebraos. 
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A-  ^-     furnifh'd  with  Copies  both  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets. 
Am?Ch.if.  Within  a  few  Years  indeed,  the  City  and  Temple  were  de- 
sag,  &c.  ftrov'd,  and  with  them  was  the  authentlck  Copy  of   the 
From  Ezra    Laws,  which  was  repofited  in  the  Temple,  burnt  and  con- 
En/;*?"'  ""^"rn'dj  but  before  this  Calamity  befel  the  Jews^    all  the 
Efth.'  Neh.  facred  Writings  then  extant  were  got  into   private   Hands, 
and  Part  of  ^j,  j  carry'd  away  with  them  into  Captivity. 
rrSafachi."     That  £)W^/ had  a  Copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  with 
Ky*>r^\J  him  in  Babyloriy  is  certain,  becaufe  (k)  he  not  only  quotes 
the  Law,  but  makes  mention  likewife  (/)  of  the  Prophecies 
of  the  Prophet   Jeremiah,  which  he  could  not  have  done, 
had  he  not  had  them  by  him.     That,  at    the  finifhing  of 
the  Temple,  (which  was  in  the  fixth  of  Darius,  and  above 
fifty  Years  before  Ezra  came  to   Jerufalem)    Copies  of  the 
Law  were  in  common  Ufe,  no  one  can  doubt,  who  reads, 
how  the  Priejis  and  Levites  were  fettled  in  their  refpedive 
Functions,  {m)    according  as  it  is  written   in  the  Books  of 
Mofes :  And  that,  when  the   People  called   for  the  Scrip- 
ture, to  have  it  read  unto   them,  they  did   not  requeft   of 
Ezra  to   get   it   anew  dictated  to   him,  but  that  he  (n) 
would  bring  forth  the  Book  of  the  Law  of  Mofes,  ivhich 
the  Lord  had  commanded  Krzd  ;  which  plainly  implies,  that  all 
the  People  well  knew,  that  this  Book  was  then  extant,  and 
needed  not  fuch  a  Miraculous  Expedient,  as  th^t   of  9,  Di- 
vine Revelation,  for  its  Recovery. 
But  only  BuT  if  Ezra  did  not  reftore  the  Scripture  in  this  Man- 

^"r^'J^Ed'   "^'■>  ^^^^  Queftion   is,    what   he  did  towards  it  ?  Now  to 
^pan  of  tbem,  this  it  may   be  anfwer'd,  that,  upon  his  Coming   to  Je- 
rufalem,   (o)   he   got    together     as    many  Copies,    as  be 
could  meet  with,  either  in  private  Hands,  or  publick  Re-r 
'  pojitories  ;  that,  by  comparing  thefe  Copies  one  with  ano- 

ther, he  found  out  the  true  Reading,  and  fo  corrected  all 
the  Miftakes,  that  had  crept  into  them,  either  through 
the  Negligence  or  Ignorance  of  Transcribers  ;  that,  having 
thus  made  the  Copies  perfeft,  he  collefted  from  them  all 
the  Books,  of  which  the  Holy  Scriptures  did  then  con- 
fift  (for  fome  Books  that  appear'd  later  were  admitted 
after  this  Time)  difpos'd"  them  in  their  proper  Order, 
3nd  fo  far  fettled  the  Canon  of  Scripture ;  that,  for  the 
Illuftration,  Connexion,  and  Completion  of  thefe  Books, 

(efpecially 

{k)  Dan.  ix.    11,    13.  {/)  Ibid,   ver    2.  [m)  Ezra 

vi.  18.         («)   Neh.  viii.  I.  [0)    Prideaux's  Connexion, 

Anno  446, 
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(efpecially   fuch   as  were  htjiorical)  he  added  fome  Paf-    a.  1^ 
fages,  that  were  not  in  them   before,  and  chang'd   fome  ^^Jj^'c^rifl 
Names,    that  were  then  grown  obfelete,  for  fuch  as  were   529,  &c. 
more  modern,  and  better  underftood,  which,  as  he  was  a  ^'■'""  ^"f 
Prophet,    he  was  authoriz'd  to  do  j    that,    having    thus  e,;/.'  aV  * 
made  the  Books,    in  all   their  Parts,  perfedl   and    intelli-  Eftb.  Neh. 
gible,  for   the  ftill  greater   Eafe,  and  Convenience  of  the  ^^"  ^*^^^°J 
Vulgar,    he   caus'd  the  whole  to   be  v/rote   out   in   the  andMaiachi! 
Chaldee  Charadler,  which  (after  the  Babylonijh  Captivity)  u^Y"^ 
was  in   general  Ufe   among   the  People,  fo  that  the  old 
Hebrew  Letters  were,    from  that  Time,  laid  afide  among 
the  JewSf  and  only  retain'd  by  the  Samaritans ;  and  laftly, 
that,  to  afcertain  the  Reading  of  this  introduc'd  Chara«Ster, 
he   added    the    Vowel-Points,    that  are  now  found  in  our 
Hebrew  Bibles  :  But  whether  this  was  of  his  Doing,    or 
the  Work  of  fome  later  Hand,  is  a  Matter  of  much  Debate 
among  the  Learned. 

Those,  who  maintain  that  Ezra  (whom  all  held  to  he  Whether  ht 
a  Prophet)  was  the  Author  of  thefe  Points,  and  that  they,  "ddcdthe 
confequently,  are  of  the  fame  Authority  with  the  Text  itfelf,  p^n^s.'  /fr, 

argue  in  this  Manner. That,   when  the  Hebrew  gumcnts  on 

Language  ceas'd  to  be  the  Mother  Tongue  of  the  Jezvs,  (as  ^''^  ^'*^"' 
all  agree  it  did  after  the  Babyloniflj  Captivity)  it  thence  be- 
came in  a  Manner  impoffible  to  teach  it,  without  the  Affif- 
tance  of  the   Vowel- Points,    and  therefore,  at  leafl:,  they 
muft  have  begun  in  the  Time  of  Ezra,  and  continu'd   in 
Ufe  ever  after  :  That  two  antient  Books,  called  Bahir  and 
Zohar,  which  are  faid  to  have  been  written,  the  one  a  little 
before,  and  the  other  a  little  after,  the  Time  of  our  Saviour, 
make  exprefs  Mention  of  thefe  Points  in  more  Places  than 
one :  That,  whereas  it  is  faid,  on  the  other  Side,  that  the 
Maforites  of  Tiberias  (above  five  hundred  Years  after  Chrift) 
were  the  Inventors  of  thefe  Points ;  this  appears  unlikely, 
becaufe  the  Schools,  which   the  fews  once  had  in  Judea, 
were  at  this  Time  all  fupprefs'd  ;  nor  was  there  any  Num- 
ber of  learned  Men  left  in  the  Nation,  of  fufficient  Ability 
for  fuch  a  Work  :  And,  laftly,  that  if  it  be  allow'd,  that 
the  prefent  Points  are  not  of  the  fame  Authority  with  the 
Letters  themfelves,  but  only  of  a  late  and  human  Invention, 
this  will  weaken  the  Authority  of  the  Scriptures,,  and  leave 
the  facred  Text  to  an  arbitrary  and  uncertain  Reading,  and 
Interpretation. 

Those  who  maintain  the  contrary  Opinion,  viz.  that  ' 
thefe  Vowel-Points  are  of  a  later  Date,  than  Ezra,  fortify 
themfelves  with  fuch  Arguments  as  thsfe  — — —  That  the  fa- 
cred 
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A.  M.    cred  Books,  which  the  Jews  make  Ufe  of  in  their  Synagogue^ 
Am?  cfrift  ^'^^'^^"i  neither  have,  nor  ever  had,  any  of  thefe  Points  in 
529,  &c. '  them,  which  can  only  be  imputed  to  this. — —That,  when 
From  Ezra  the  Holy  Scripturcs  began  firft  to  be  publickJy  read  in  the  Sy- 
En/'  IV''^  nagogues^   ("which  was  prefcntly  after  this  Edition,  which 
Efth.'  Neh.  Ez.ra  made  of  them)  there  were  no  fuch  Vowel -Points  then 
and  Part  of  in  being :  That,  if  we  compare  the  Tranflation  of  the  5^/>/a- 
^aAM^^c^^' ^Sint,  the  CAfl/^^^  Paraphrafes,  or  the  Latin  Verfion  of  St. 
\j^Fi>f\jJeromy  with  the  prefent  pointed  Hebrew  Bibles,  we  (hall  in 
feveral  Places  find,  that  they  read  the  Text  otherwife,  than 
according  to  the  prefent  Pundluation  j  which  is  an  Argu- 
ment that  thefe  Points  were  either  not  in  being,  or  not  in 
any  great  Authority,  in  thofe  Times :  And  laftly,  that  if  we 
confult  Fhilo  "Judeeus^  or  JofephuSi  who  are  two  of  the 
oldeft  Authors  of  the  Jews,  or  any  of  the  antient  Chriftian 
Writers,  for  feveral  Ages  after  Chrift,  we  fhall  not  find  one 
Word  mention'd  of  thefe  Points,  tho'   they  could  not  but 
have  fundry  Occalions  to  take  Notice  of  them,  if  either  they 
had  been  in  Ufe,  or  of  fuch  great  Credit  and  Authority  with 
the  Jews^  as  is  pretended.  And  therefore  (to  anfwer  the  Ar- 
guments on  the  other  Side)  they  alledge,  that  the  Books  of 
Bahir  and  Zohar  are  not  near  fo  antient  as  they  are  repu- 
ted ;  that,  for  above  a  Thoufand  Years  after  their  pretend- 
ed Compofure,  the  Jews  themfelves  knew  nothing  of  them, 
nor  were  they   once  mention'd  by  any  Author  whatever, 
during  that  Interval ;  and  therefore  there  is  Reafon  to  think, 
that  a  falfe  Date  of  Antiquity  was  fraudulently  put  to  them, 
to  give  them  feme  San6iion^  and  to  recommend  them  to 
the  World  with  a  better  Credit. 

That  the  Mafarites  of  Tiberias  were  certainly  in  being 
a  long  Time  in  Judea,  and,  in  their  Way  of  Learning, 
were  not  a  little  eminent  i  for  St.  Jerom  himfelf  Informs  us, 
that  he  made  ufe  of  them  :  That,  tho'   there  may  be  fome 
Difficulty  in  reading  without  Points ;  yet,  fince  we  find  that 
the  Samaritans ,  who  underfland  Hebrew  no  better  than  the 
Jf^s,  have  no  Points  to  this  Day,  yet  can  read  the  Hebrew 
Text,  in  the  Samaritan  Charafter,  we  need  not  doubt,  but 
that  Cuftom,  good  Senfe,  and  the  Coherence  of  the  Dif- 
courfe,  will  fupply  Rules  for  the  remedying  of  thefe  Incon- 
veniencies.     And,  laflly,  fince  there  is  no  Language  in  the 
World,  wherein  there  are  not  feveral  equivocal  Expreffions, 
which  mav  occafion  an  Ambiguity  in  the  Senfe  j  tho'  Points 
in  this  Cafe  may  be  of  fome  Ufe,  yet  they  cannot  totally  fe- 
cure  us  from  Error,  becaufe  Faults  in  tranfcribing  or  print- 
ing, and  Variations  in  pointing,  are  unavoidable. 

T* 
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To  accommodate  the  Matter  then,  as  well  as  we  can,    a.  m. 
between  thefe  contending  Parties  i  the'  thefe  Vowel-Points  ]^ni'(Sx\{t. 
were  never  antiently  efteem'd  any  Part  of  the  facred  Scrip-   529,  fefc.* 
ture  of  the  Old  Tejlament^  but  only  Additions  of  human  In-  F^o""  Ezra 
vention,  for  the  more  eafy  reading  of  the  Text,  becaufe  g^/;  ^^J,^" 
they  were  never  receiv'd  by   the   Jews^  (to  whom  were  Eftb.' Neh. 
committed  ih^  Oracles  of  God)  into  the  Books,  which  were  ^^^  P^rt  of 
read  in  their  Synagogues  ;  yet  we  have  good  Reafon  to  con-  SMafachi! 
elude,  that  upon  the  Hebrew's  ceafing  to  be  a  vulgar  Lan-  i«^vsj 
guage,  (as  it  certainly  did  in  the  Time  of  Ezra)  they  muft  The  Dedfien 
of  Neceffity  have  been  introduc'd.  ?/"  '^'^f°"' 

When  every  Child  learn'd  the  Hebrew  Tongue  from"^"^*^ 
his  Cradle,  it  was  no  hard  Matter  for  thofe,  who  thus 
underftood  it  by  rote,  to  learn  to  read  it  by  the  Letters 
only,  without  the  Vowels ;  but,  when  it  became  a  dead 
Language,  the  Cafe  was  alter'd :  (p)  For  then,  inftead  of 
underftanding  it  firft,  in  order  to  read  it,  they  were  firfl:  to 
read  it,  in  order  to  underftand  it  j  and  therefore,  having 
not  the  previous  Knowledge  of  the  Language  to  diredt 
them  herein,  they  muft  neceflarily  have  had  fome  other 
Helps,  in  order  to  know,  with  what  Vowel  each  Syllable  was 
to  be  pronounc'd  j  and,  to  give  them  this  Help,  the  Vowels 
Points  feem  certainly  to  have  been  invented  ;  and  therefore 
the  Time  of  this  Invention  cannot  be  plac'd  later,  than  the 
Time,  when  they  became  neceflary,  /.  e.  when  the  Hebrew 
became  a  dead  Language,  and  fo  was  acquirable  no  other 
Way,  than  by  Study  and  Inftruftion. 

From  this  Neceffity  of  Inftrudion,  and  probably,  not 
long  after  Ezra's  Edition  of  the  Holy-Scripture,  there  fprung 
up  a  Set  of  Men  among  the  Jews,  whofc  Profeffion  it  was 
to  write  out  Copies  of  the  Hebrew  Text,  and  to  preferve, 
and  teach,  the  true  Reading  of  it.  What  they  did  of  thi» 
Kind,  is  called  by  the  Jews  the  Maforah,  i.  e.  the  Tradi- 
tion J  becaufe  they  pretend  to  have  the  true  Reading  (as  the 
Talmudijis  pretend  to  have  the  true  Interpretation)  of  the 
Scriptures  handed  down  to  them  from  Generation  to  Gene- 
ration. However,  as  their  whole  Bufmefs  was  to  ftudy  the 
true  Reading  of  the  Hebrew  Text,  to  preferve  it  from  be- 
ing corrupted,  and  to  teach  it  to  others,  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble, that  they  were  the  firft  Inventors  of  Vowel-Points,  be- 
caufe the  whole  Ufe  of  thofe  Points  was  to  be  fubfervient  to 
this  Purpofe. 

But 

(f)  PridetiMx'%  ConneftiWi  him  446. 
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A.  M.         But  tho'  thefe  Points  might  be  invented  by  the  Hebrew 
An/'chrift  Grammarians ^  whom  we  call  Maforites,  much  earlier,  than 
529,  &c. '  fome  will   allow ;  yet,  from  their  late  Appearance  in  the 
From  Ezra  World,  it  feems  very  probable,  that,  as  at  firft  they  might 
En/-  aU**^^ '"'^'^"^  ^'^^"^  °"^y  ^^^  ^^^^^  private  Ufe,  fo,  for  fome  Time, 
Efth.'  Neh.  they  might  referve  them  to  themfelves,  and  teach  them  only 
and  Part  of  to  their  "Scholars.     For  the  JewSy  we  muft  know,  had  anti^ 
SiMabchi.'  ^"^^y  ^^'^  ^'^^^  °^  Schools,  thofe  of  the  Maforites,  and  thofe 
^^^-^^^r>j'  of  the  Rabbins  :  The  former  taught  only  the  Hebrew  Lan- 
guage, and  to  read  the  Scriptures  in  it  j  but  the  other  tauo-ht 
their  Pupils  to  underftand  the  Word  of  God,  and  all  the 
Interpretations  of  it.     Thgfe  were  the  great   Doctors    of 
Divinity   among  them,  to  whom  the  Maforites  were  as 
much  inferior  y  as  the  Teachers  of  Grammar -Schools  among 
us  are  to  the  Profeflbrs  of  Divinity  in  our  Univerjities. 

As  long  therefore  as  thefe  Vowel-Points  went  no  higher, 
than  the  Schools  of  the  Maforites.,  they  were  not  much  re- 
garded among  their  learned  Men  ;  and  this  is  the  Reafon, 
why  we  find  no  Mention  made  of  them  either  in  the  Tal- 
mudy  or  in  the  Writings  of  fome  antient  Fathers,  from 
whom  it  might  have  been  expedled.  But,  after  the  Publi- 
cation of  the  lalmud,  the  Jewijh  Dodlors  thought  it  advife- 
able,  in  order  to  preferve  the  right  Reading  of  the  Text  (as 
tlie  Mijhna  and  Demara  were  fuppos'd  to  preferve  its  right 
Interpretation)  to  take  this  Punctuation  of  the  Maforites  in- 
to their  Divinity-Schools,  and,  having  review'd,  and  cor- 
recSled  it  with  great  Care,  they  added  it  to  the  Text,  and  fo 
gave  it  all  the  venerable  Afpe£t,  that  it  now  bears. 

But  tho'  thefe  Vowel-Points  were  added  to  the  Text  by 
fuch  Perfons,  as  underftood  the  Language  perfectly,  and, 
having  fmce  undergone  the  Review  and  CorretSlion  of  ma- 
ny Ages,  may  be  juftly  accounted  a  Work,  as  compleat  in 
its  Kind,  as  can  be  done  by  Human  Art ;  yet,  fmce  it  was 
only  done  by  Human  Art,  it  is  no  authentick  Part  of  the 
Scriptures :  And  therefore  thefe  Points  are  not  fo  unalterably 
fix'd  to  the  Text,  but  that  a  Change  may  be  made  in  them, 
when  the  Nature  of  the  Context,  the  Analogy  of  Grammar, 
or  the  Stile  of  the  Language,  (hall  give  a  fufficient  Reafon 
for  it ;  efpecially  confidering,  that,  notwithftanding  their 
exa6l  Fixation  at  firft,  they  are  ftill  liable  to  the  Miftakes 
of  Tranfcribers  and  Printers,  and,  by  Reafon  of  their  Num- 
ber, the  Smallnefs  of  their  Figures,  and  their  Pofition  under 
the  Letters,  are  more  liable  to  fuffer  by  them,  than  any  o- 
ther  Sort  of  Writing  whatever. 

So 
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So  that,  upon  the  Whole,    it  appears,  that  tho'  thefe    A.  m. 
Vowel- Points  were  not  affixed  to  the  Hebrew  Text  by  Ez-j^^^^'^.^^^'^^^ 
ra  himfelf  j  yet  were  they  of  early  Date  after  his  Edition  of  5:9,  &c. 
the  Holy  Scriptures  :  that,  tho'  they  did  not  immediately  ap-f"^""^  ^"-^""^ 
pear  in  the  World,  nor  are  taken  notice  of  by  any  Writer  £„(/;  ^all^* 
of  Repute  for  many  Ages  after;  yet  this  was  occafion'd  byEfth.'Neh. 
their  being  confin'd  to  the  Schools  of  the  Maforites^  who  in  ^^  ^^„*  °^ 
all  Probability  were  the  firft  Inventors  of  them  :  And  tho',andM3!achi* 
being  of  human  Invention  only,  they  cannot  be  fuppos'd  of  ^^/VVJ 
equal  Authority  with  the  Text  itfelf ;  yet  are  they  of  excel- i''''M"^t''f 
lent  Ufe  for  the  Prefervation  of  its  right  Reading,  and  for'^'^^"^'' 
the  Prevention  of  innumerable  Perplexities,  and  Ambiguities, 
that  would  otherwife  be  incident  to  it. 

The  Learned  are  not  a  little  divided  concerning  the  RifeTi&ff  Origin 
and  Antiquity  of  the  Jewijh  Synagogues :  For  ferae  contend,  °f^y"<^' 
that  they   were   of  Ufe    under  the  Tabernacle  and    firft ^'^""* 
Templet  whilft  others  aflert,  that  they  had  no  Being  until  the 
Times  of  the  Captivity.     The  former,  in   Behalf  of  their 
Opinion,  urge,   {q)  that,  as  in  the  Wildernefs,  the  Court  of 
the  Tabernacle  could  not  contain  the  hundredth  Part  of  the 
Worfliippers  of  the  God  of  Ifrael^  and,   as  in  the  Promised 
Land,  the  Temple  was  too  far  diftant,  for  devout  Perfons 
of  every  Tribe  to  refort  to  it  every  Sabbath -Day  ;  there 
was  a  Neceffity  for  other  Places  to  be  appointed  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  God,   that  the  Senfe  of  Religion  might  not  be  cx- 
tinguifh'd    and   loft.     To  this  Purpofe  they  obferve,   that 
the  Levitts  were  difpers'd  in  feveral  Cities,    and  the  Pro- 
phets and  Sons  of  the  Prophets  fettled  in   their  refpedive 
Colleges,  that  they  might  be  ready  at  hand,  upon  all  Occa^ 
fions,  to  expound  the  Law,  and  inftru^t   the  People  in  their 
Duty,  whenever  they  met  together  for  that  Purpofe.     A.nd 
therefore,  we  find  the  Shunamite's  Huft)and  thus  expoftula- 
ting  with  his  Wife,    (r)  ivherefore  wilt  thou  go  to  the  Man 
of  God   to  Day,   feeing  it   is  neither  New-Moon,  nor  the 
Sabbath  ;  which  plainly  implies,  that,   at  fuch  ftated  Seafons 
as  thefe,  the  Cuftom  was  to  refort  to  fuch  Teachers  for  In- 
ftru6lion  :  And,  if  this  was  the  Cuftom,  there  is  no  Queftion 
to  be  made,  but  that  proper  Places  were  appointed  for  their 
Reception.      It  is  an  unworthy   Imputation    therefore   to 
think,  that  fo  many  Temples  fhould  be  built  for  Idol-Wor- 
Ihip,  aiid  yet  none  fhould  have  Zeal  or  Piety  enough,  to  e- 
reol:  a  Synagogue  for  the  God  of  Hea\'en,  or  that  the  Pha~ 
rifees  fhould  fet   up  thefe  ufeful  Inventions,  and  yet  the  El- 
ders, and  Prophets,  and  H^ly  Men  under  the  Old  TeJIamcnt 
fliould  want  them.  These 

(f)  '^/<«'f'» Works,  lib.  4.  p,  1049,     (r)  2  Kings,  iv.  23. 
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A.  M,        These  are  the  principal  Arguments  on  that  Side,  but  the 
jSuChrii.  S^^^"c^  of  Scripture  feems  to  be  a  ftrong  Confutation  of 
529,"  &c.  '  them  :  For  had  thefe  Places  of  religious  Worfhip  been  in 
From  Ezra  Ufe  among  the  Jews  in  the  Time  we  are  now  fpeaking  of. 
En/*  IV*^^^^  cannot  conceive,  why   there  fliould  not  as  frequent  a 
Efth.'Neh.    Mention  have  been  made  of  them,   in  the  Old  Teftament, 
and  Part  of  as  there  is  in  the  New,     The  common  therefore,  and  indeed 
MdMaShi!^^^  "^^^  probable.  Opinion  is,   (s)  that  there  were  no  fuch 
^^ly^^'Things  as  Synagogues  built,  before  the  Captivity  of  Babylon, 
and  the  Deftrudion  of  the  Temple  j  that  the  Jewsy  feeing 
themfelves  carry'd  away  into  a  ftrange  Country,  where  they 
had  no  Temple  for  Divine  Service,   came  to  a  Refolution 
of  building  fuch  Houfes,  as   were  afterwards  called  Syna- 
goguesy  there  to  be  inftrudled  in  the  Law,  and  to  worfhip 
the  God  of  their  Fathers,    in  the  beft  Manner  they  could, 
on  every  Sabbath- Day  ;  and  that,  upon  their  Return,  find- 
ing the  great  Conveniency  of  fuch  like  Buildings,  they  erect- 
ed the  fame  in  their  own  Country,  as  they  had  done  before 
in  the  Land  of  their  Captivity,   and  herein  were  follow'd  by 
the  Jews  of  the  Difperjiotiy  in  all  Parts  of  the  World  where- 
in they  liv'd. 

After  Ezra  had  fet  forth  a  correal  Edition  of  the  Law, 
the  Prophets,  and  other  facred  Writings,  that  were  extant 
in  his  Time,  his  next  Care  was  to  appoint  proper  Perfons, 
viz.  the  moft  learned  of  the  Levites,  and  other  Scrihes,  that 
were  well  fkilled  in  thefe  Writings,  to  read  and  expound 
them  to  his  People,  (t)  This,  no  Doubt,  they  did  at  firft 
in  the  fame  Manner,  that  himfelf  had  done,  /.  e.  by  gather- 
ing the  People  together  in  fome  wide  Street,  or  open  Place 
of  the  City,  that  was  of  the  fitteft  Capacity  to  receive  them. 
But,  in  the  wet  and  Winter  Seafons  of  the  Year,  the  In- 
convenience of  this  came  to  be  felt  j  fo  that,  in  Procefs  of 
Time,  they  ereiSed  Houfes  and  Tabernacles,  wherein  to 
meet  for  this  Purpofe  :  And  this  was  the  true  Caufe  and 
Original  f  of  fuch  Edifices  in  fudea. 

Syna- 

(i)  Jurieu,  Hiftoire  des  Dogmes,  Parti.  C.  17.     (t)  Pri- 

deaux'i  Connection, 

f  Mr.  Ba/nage,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Jeius,  is  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Origin  of  Synagogues  was  not  until  the  Reign  of  the 
Afmonasans,  fome  few  Ages  before  Chrift,  and  he  imputes  it  to 
this  Occafion  :  "  ■  ■  ■  The  zealous  Traditionifts,  who  made 
long  Commentaries  upon  the  Law,  thought  it  a  Crime  to  keep 
the  People  (whofc  Applaufe  they  mightily  dcfir'd)  in  Ignorance 

of 
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Synagogues  were publick  Edifices,  fituate either  with-    a.  m. 
in,  or  without,  their  City,  and  generally  in  an  elevated  Place.  3475,  ^f- 
{ti)  They  were  ufually  rais'd  above  any  private  Houfe,  (ex-  52"^"  ^"  ' 
cept  when  there  was  an  InterdiSlion  from  the  Civil  Power)  From  Ezra 
becaufe  the  Jews  have  a  Notion,   that  it  is  a  Diftionour  to'^-  7-tothd 
God  to  have  his  Houfe  inferior,   nay,    fo  much  as  equal,  to  Efth.'Neh, 
thofe  of  Men,    and   in  whatever  City  this  happens,   they  and  Part  of 
threaten  it  with  a   fpeedy  Deftrudion.     They  are  always  ^^sg-Zech. 
roof'd,  and  cover'd  over,  and  by  this  are  diftinguifti'd  from  ^"/v^Jj 
the  Profeuchce^  which  were  commonly   in  the  Fields,    and  a  Defirip. 
open  to  the  Heavens.     In  the  Midft  of  them  there  is  a  De(k,''»«  "/  f^^w* 
or  Pulpit,  made  very  probably  in  Imitation  of  that,    which 
(as  {x)  we  read)    Ezra   made   ufe  of,  from    whence  the 
Book,  or  Roll  of  the  Law,  is  read  very  folemnly,  and  from 
whence  both  he  that  expounds  it,  or  he  that  preaches  to  the 
Congregation  at  any  Time,    always   delivers  himfelf.     At 
the  upper  End  of  the  Synagogue,  and  over  agalnft  the  Door, 
which   ever  ftands  to  the  IVeJi,  there  is  a  Cheft,  or  Prefs, 
wherein  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  kept,  wrapt  in  a  fine  em- 
broider'd  Cloth,  and  (what  is  uncommon  in  our  Churches) 
during  the  Time  of  Divine  Service  the  Women  are  feparated 
from  the  Men,  and  feated  in  a  Gallery  enclos'd  with  Lat- 
tices. 

Every  Town,  wherein  there  were  ten  Batelnim,  i.  Q.Wherethe^ 
ten  Perfons  of  full  Age  and  free  Condition,  always  at  Lei-w^re  buUu 

fure 

of  them,  and  inftead  of  confining  their  Explications  to  Jerufalem^ 
where  they  found  themfelves  too  much  flighted  and  confin'd, 
they  carry 'd  them  into  every  City,  where  there  were  Oratoriet, 
and  publick  Places  of  Aflembly.  Before  this,  private  Perfons 
made  their  Prayers  to  God  in  their  Houfes,  where  they  had 
a  Place  fet  a  part  for  that  holy  Exercife.  It  was  generally  upon 
the  Top  of  the  Houfe  (for  their  Houfes  were  flat-roof 'd)  that 
the  Family,  and  their  Friends  met  together,  to  read  fome  Por- 
tion of  the  Law  on  the  Sabbath-Day  ;  and,  when  there  was  any 
Prophet  in  the  City,  the  devout  People  afl!embled  at  his  Houfe. 
But  after  that  the  DoSiors  had  added  their  Traditions  and  Com- 
mentaries to  the  Law,  the  Bufinefs  of  Interpreters  became  fo 
much  the  more  neceflTary,  becaufe  thofe  Traditions  were  not 
written  ;  fo  that  the  Number  of  Interpreters  and  Interpretations 
increas'd  daily.  For  this  Reafon  convenient  Places  were  made 
choice  of,  that  the  People  might  the  better  meet  together  to  be 
inftrufted  ;  and  from  hence,  in  all  Probability,  it  is,  that  they 
derive  iheir  Synagogues.  Lib.  v.  c.  4. 
(u)  Bafnage'%  HiftoT/  of  the  JeiMs,        [x)  Nehem.  viii.  4.. 

Vol.  IV.  Mm  . 
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A.  M.     Cure  on  Week- Days,  as  well  as  Sabbaths,    to  attend  on  Di- 
347S»^f*    vine  Service,  was  thought  large  enough  to  have  a  Synagogue 
"j*    Sfc.    built  in  it :  Otherwife  it  was  not  j  becaufe  the  Jewijh  No- 
From  Ezra    tioii  is,  that  lefs  than  fuch  a  Number  could  not  make  a  Con- 
t'7-  ^li^*^^  ^""^g^^'^"*  ^"*^'  without  a  Congregation,  no  Part  of  the  Sy- 
Efth.'Neh.    nagogue-Service  could  be  perform'd.     But  as  their  Notion 
and  Part  of   was  farther,  that  any  Perfon,  Gentile  as  well  as  Jew,,  might 
^^m'  f ^h"  ^^  permitted  to  ered  a  Synagogue,  becaufe  the  Holinefs  of 
Ty^f^  the  Place  (as  they   thought)  confifted    not   fo  much  in  the 
Fabrick,   as  in  its  being  fet  a-part  and  dedicated  to  holy 
Ufes  ;  it  thence  came  to  pafs,  that  tho'  there  were  but  few 
at  firft,  yet  in  Procefs  of  Time  they  became  fo  numerous, 
that,  in  our  Saviour's  Time,  there  was  no  Town  in  Judeoy 
but  what  had  one  or  more  in  it ;  that,  in  Tiberias  a  City  of 
Galilee,   there  were  no  lefs  than  twelve,  and,  (if  we  may 
credit  the  Jelvs)   four  Hundred    and   eighty  mjerufalem. 
The  Buildings  were  contriv'd  much  after  the  fame  Manner 
as  our  Parifli  Churches,   had  over  their  Doors  or  Entrance 
this  Infcription  written.  This  is  the  Gate  of  the  Lord,  the 
Righteous  fhall  enter  into  it ;  and  upon  the  Walls  within, 
were  thefe,  or  fuch  like,  Sentences.   Remember  thy  Creator. 
Keep   thy  Foot,   when,  thou  goeft  into  the  Houfe   of  the 
Lord.     Silence  is  commendable   in  the  Time  of  Prayer. 
And,  Prayers,  without  Attention,  are  like  a  Body  without  a 
Soul,  bV. 
Tthe  Service       (y)  J .  In  the  Synagogue-  Service  the  firft  Office  was  Prayer. 
perfoAtnd  /"Their  Prayers  at   firft  were  but  very    few,    but  have  fince 
^'"'  increas'd  to  a  very  large  Bulk,  which  makes  the  Synagogue- 

Service  very  long  and  tedious.     What  they  reckon  the  moft 
folemn  Part  of  their  Prayers  are  thofe,    which  they  call  She- 
moneh  EJhreth,  i.  e.  the  f  eighteen  Prayers,  which,  accord- 
ing 

(y)  Pr//f «»Ar*sConneAioil. 

•f  Thefe  Prayers  were  originally  no  more,  than  eighteen,  but 
R.  Gamaliel,  3.  little  before  the  Deftrudlion  of  Jerufaleniy  added 
the  vineteenth  (which  is  the  1 2th  in  the  fubfequent  Order)  againft 
Chriflians,  who  are  therein  meant  by  the  Names  of  Apofiates 
zx\6.  Hereticks  i  and  that  we  may  judge  of  the  Merit  of  thefe 
Prayers,  a  very  learned  Hand  has  given  us  the  following  Tranf- 
lation  of  them,  in  the  fame  Order,  as  they  are  in  the  Jenuijh 
Liturgies. 

I.  BleJ/ed  be  thou,  O  Lord,  our  God,  the  God  of  our  Fat  her St 
the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Uazc,  and  the  God  0/^  Jacob* 
the  great  God,  powerful  and  tremendous  ;  the  High  God,  bounti- 
fully  difpenfmg  Benefits  i  the  Creator,  and  Pojfeffor  of  the  Uni- 

tverfe. 
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ing  to  them,  were  compos'd,  and  inftituted  by  Ezra^  and    A.  m, 
the  great  Synagogue -y  and  therefore  they  enjoin  all,  that  are^*'^^^.^^/'^. 
M  m  2  at  529,'  &fc.  * 

From  Ezra 
•verfe,  nuho  rememherefi  the  good  Deeds  of  our  Father s,  and  in  thy  ^l'  ]\  ^°^^ 
Lo've  fendeji  a  Redeemer  to  thofe,    nuho  are   defcended  from  them, -^^^t!  "Hth. 
for  thy  Name^s  Sake,   O  King,   our  Helper,   our  Sanjiour,   and  our  and  Part  of 
Shield.     Blejfed  art  thou,    our    Lord,    nuho    art    the   Shield   o/"Hagg.  Zech. 
Abraham.  andMalachi. 

II.  Thou,  O  Lord,   art  po^iuerful  for  enier.     Thou  raifeji  the  "^''  ^^ 
Dead  to  Life,   and  art  mighty  to  fanje.     Thou  fendeji  donjon  the 

Denu,  ftilleji  the  Winds,  and  makejl  the  Rain  to  come  doijun  upon 
the  Earth,  andfufiainejl  njoith  thy  Beneficence  all  that  lime  there- 
in ;  and,  of  thy  abundant  Mercy,  makejl  the  Dead  again  to  li've. 
Thou  helpefi  up  thofe  that  fall ;  thou  cur  eft  the  Sick  ;  thou  loofeji 
them  that  are  bound,  and  makefi  good  thy  Word  of  Truth  to  thofe, 
that  Jleep  in  the  Dujl.  Who  is  to  be  compard  to  thee,  O  thou 
Lord  of  Might  ?  And  'who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  our  King,  nvho  kil' 
lejl,  and  tnakeji  alive,  and  makefi  Salivation  to  fpring  up,  as  the 
Herb  out  of  the  Field?  Thou  art  faithful,  to  make  the  Dead  rife 
again  to  Life.  Blejfed  art  thou,  O  God,  nvho  raifcfi  the  Dead  to 
life. 

III.  Thou  art  Holy,  and  thy  Name  is  Holy,  and  thy  Saints  do 
praife  thee  emery  Day.  Selah.  For  a  great  King  and  an  holy 
one  art  thou,  O  God.      Blejfed  art  thou,  0  Lord,  God   mojl  Holy. 

IV.  Thou,  of  thy  Mercy,  gimeft  Knonxledge  to  Men,  and  teachefi 
them  Underfianding  ',  give  gracioufiy  unto  us  Knonvledge,  Wifdom, 
and  Underfianding.  Blejfed  art  thou,  O  Lord,  nvho  gracioufiy 
givefi  Knonvledge  unto  Men. 

V.  Bring  us  back,  O  our  Father,  to  the  Obfervance  of  thy 
Lanv,  and  make  us  to  adhere  to  thy  Precepts  ;  and  do  thou,  O  our 
King,  dra<w  us  near  to  thy  Worjhip,  and  convert  us  unto  thee  by 
perfeQ  Repentance  in  thy  Prefence.  Blrjfed  art  thou,  O  Lord, 
*jAjho  vouchfafejl  to  receive  us  by  Repentance. 

VI.  Be  thou  merciful  to  us,0  our  Father,  for  nve  have  finned : 
pardon  us,  O  our  King,  for  ive  have  tranfgrejfed  againjt  thee, 
for  thou  art  a  God,  good  and  ready  to  pardon.  Bh-ffed  art  thou, 
O  Lord  mofi  gracious,  vuha  multipliefi  thy  Mercies  in  the  Forgive- 
nejs  of  Sins. 

VII.  Look,  nve  befeech  thee,  upon  our  AfiliBions :  Be  thou  on 
our  Side,  in  all  our  Contentions  ;  and  plead  thou  our  Caufe  in  all 
our  Litigations  ;  and  make  hafie  to  redeem  us,  vnth  a  pcrfe£l  Re- 
demption, for  thy  Name^s  Sake  :  For  thou  art  our  God,  our  King, 
and  a  ji rang  Redeemer,  Blefied  art  thou,  O  Lord,  the  Redeemer 
fi/'Ifrael. 

VIII.  Heal  us,  O  Lord  our  God,  and  vce  fi^all  be  healed;  fave 
us,  and  vjejhall  befaved;  for  thou  art  our  Praife.     Bring  unto 
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A,  M.  at  Age,  of  what  Sex  or  Condition  foever,  either  in  private 
^"^^"^^^j^^^^^  or  publick,  to  repeat  them  three  Times  a  Day,  and,  on 
529^  &c.  '  every  Synagogue-Day^  they  offer  them  up,  with  the  greateft 
From  Ezra  Solemnity,  in  their  publick  Aflcmblies.  Thefe  Prayers 
En/'  all  ^>owever  are  but  of  the  fame  Nature,  that  the  Lord's  Prayer 
Efth'  Neh.  is  in  our  publick  Service,  /".  e.  tht  fundamental  and  principal 
and  Part  of  Part  J  for,  bcfidcs  thefe,  they  have  fome  Prayers  going  be- 
an?Ma^ad!i'  ^°^^»  ^^^^  following  after,  and  others  interfpers'd  between 
^/^"^^  them,  which  make  the  Liturgies  very  tedious,  and  juftify 
our  Saviour's  finding  Fault  with  their  /ong  Prayers. 

2.  In  the  Synagogue-Service  there  are  three  Things,  that 
are  read,  the  Sherna^  the  Law^  and  the  Prophets.  The 
Shcma  confifts  of  three  Portions  of  Scripture  ;  the  firft  is, 
from  the  Beginning  of  the  4th  Verfe  of  the  vith  Chapter  of 
Deuteronomy^  to  the  End  of  the  gth  Verfc:  The  fecond, 
from  the  Beginning  of  the  1 3th  Verfe  of  the  xith  Chapter  of 
DeuteronoT7iy,  to  the  End  of  the  21ft  Verfe:  And  the  third, 
from  the  Beginning  of  the  37th  Verfe  of  thexvth  Chapter 
of  Numbers^  to  the  End  of  the  Chapter :  And  becaufe  the 
firfl:  of  thefe  Portions,  in  the  Hebrew  Bible,  begins  with  the 
Word  Shema,  i.  e.  Hear,  therefore  the  Reading  of  the 
Whole  is  called  the  Reading  of  the  Shema,  which,  next  to 
their  Saying  of  the  Shemoneh  EJ})reth,  or  the  famous 
eighteen  Prayers,  is  reckoned  the  moft  folemn  Part  of  their 
religious  Service. 

The 

us  found  Health,  and  a  perfeB  Remedy  for  all  our  Infrmities,  for 
all  our  Griefs,  and  for  all  our  Wounds  ;  for  thou  art  a  God,  <who 
healeth,  and  art  mercfuh  BleJJed  art  thou,  O  Lord,  our  God, 
*who  cureji  the  Difeafes  of  thy  People  Ifrael. 

IX.  Bhfs  us,  O  Lord,  our  God,  in  every  Work  of  our  Hands, 
and  hlefs  unto  us  the  Seafons  of  the  Tear,  and  gi've  us  the  Diiv, 
and  the  Rain  to  be  a  BleJJtng  unto  us  upon  the  Face  of  all  our 
hand,  and  fatiate  the  World  nvith  thy  Bleffings,  and  fend  donvn 
Moijiure  upon  e'very  Part  of  the  Earth,  that  is  habitable.     Blef 

fed  art  thou,  O  Lord,  nxjho  givcf  thy  Blefpngs  to  the  Years. 

X.  Convocate  us  together  by  the  Souiid  of  the  great  Trumpet, 
to  the  Enjoyment  of  our  Liberty  ;  and  lift  up  thy  Enfigns  to  call 
together  all  of  the  Capti'vity,  frojn  the  four  Quarters  of  the  Earth, 
to  our  onxin  Land.  Blef'ed  art  thou,  O  Lord,  'who  gat  her  eft  to- 
gether the  Exile  of  the  People  of  \{riit\. 

But  this  is  enough  for  a  Specimen.     The  reft  are  much  of  the 
■  fame  Strain ;   but  the  Reader,  that  is  defirous  to  fee  them,  will 
f  nd    them  in  Dr.  Pridenux'%  Connection  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teflament,  Fart  i.  lib.  vj.         ' 
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The   five  Books  of  the  Law  were  divided,  as  feme  fay,    a.  m. 
by  Mofes  himfelf,  but  not  improbably  by  Ezra,  into  fifty- 347  5,  &c. 
four  Sections,  becaufe,  in    their   intercalated  Years,  (when   5"^^  ^^f' 
a  Month  was  added  to  the  Year)  there  were  fifty-four  5^?^- From' Ezra 
baths f  and  fo  a  Se^ian,  being  read  every  Sahbath-Day,  com-  '''■  7-  to  the 
pleated  the  Whole  in  the  Space  of  a  Year ;  but,  when  the  ^JjJ '  ^^^^ 
Year  was  not  thus  intercalated,  thofe  who  had  the  Diredion  and  Pan  of 
of  the  Synagogue-JVorJhip,  reduc'd  the  SeSiions  to  the  Num-^^gg.  Zech. 
ber  of  Sabbaths,  by  joining  two  fhort  ones  feveral  Times  in-^/^^iJjl^ 
to  one,  becaufe  they   held   themfelves  oblig'd  to  have  the 
whole  Law,  from  the  Beginning  of  Genejis  to  the  End  of 
Deuteronomy,  read  over,  in  this  Manner,  every  Year. 

In  the  Perfecution  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  when  the 
Reading  of  the  Law  was  prohibited,  in  the  Room  of  the 
fifty-four  Se^ions  of  it,  the  Jews  fubftituted  fifty-four  Sec- 
tions of  the  Prophets,  which  were  ever  after  continu'd  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  when  the  Reading  of  the  Law  was  again  re- 
ftor'd  by  the  Maccabees,  the  Seiiion,  which  was  read  every 
Sabbath  out  of  the  Law,  ferv'd  for  the^r/?  LefTon,  and  the 
Section  out  of  the  Prophets  for  the  fecond ;  for  that  is  the 
Meaning  of  {z)  St.  Paul's  Jianding  up  to  preach,  after  the 
reading  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets;  i.  e.  after  the  reading 
of  the  firjl  LefTon  out  of  the  Law,  and  the  fecond  Leflbn 
out  of  the  Prophets. 

3.  The  Expofition  of  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  went 
along  with  the  reading  them  :  For,  after  that  the  Hebrczu 
Language  had  ceas'd  to  be  the  Mother-Tongue  of  the  Jews, 
and  the  Chaldee  grew  up  into  Ufe  inftead  of  it,  the  Cuftom 
of  the  Synagogue  was,  that  one  (hould  firft  read  a  Paragraph 
of  the  Scriptures  to  the  People  in  the  Hebrew  Tongue,  and 
then  another  interpreted  it  in  the  Chaldee,  which  they  bet- 
ter underftood.  And  this  feems  to  fuggeft  the  P^eafon,  why 
thefe  Sections  of  Scripture  came  to  be  divided  into  Verfes, 
viz.  that,  by  this  Means,  the  Reader  might  certainly  know 
how  much  he  was  to  read ;  and  the  Interpreter  how  much 
he  was  to  interpret,  at  every  Interval. 

4.  After  that  the  Reading  and  Expounding  were  over, 
any  Perfon  of  Learning,  and  Knowledge  in  the  Scriptures, 
might  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  People,  upon  what  mo'-al  01  di- 
vine Subje£t  he  thought  proper  ;  only  we  may  obferve,  that 
■this  was  a  Compliment  ufually  paid  to  Strangers,  and  tj^ere- 
fore,  when  St.  Paul  and  his  Company  came  to  Antioch  in 
Pifidia.,  and  went  into  the  Place  of  Divine  Worfhip  on  the 
Sabbath-Day,  {a)  after  the  Reading   of  the  Law  and  the 

Prophets^ 
(z)  Afts  xiii.  16.         (a)  Ibid.  15. 
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A.  M.      Prophets,  the  Rulers  of  the  Synagogue fent  unto  them,  faying, 
'\'^'^'^'Jf'^.\  Te  Men  and  Brethren,  if  ye  have  any  Word  of  Exhortation 

Ant.  Chiift.  r        1      rt        t        r  '•/-'  ■/  J 

529,  &c.  for  the  Feople,  jay  on. 
From  Ezra  From  what  has  been  faid  it  appears,  that  the  Mlniftration 
E  7-  aV^^°^  ^^  Synagogue-Service  "WiiS  not  confin'd  to  the  facer  dotal 
Efth.'  Neh.  Order ;  for  the  Friefts  were  confecrated  only  to  the  Service 
and  Fart  of  of  the  Temple,  which  was  widely  different  from  this,  as 
an^Mahchi  confifting  chiefly  in  the  offering  up  of  Sacrifices  and  Obla- 
,^^^,,-«Y>itions  ;  but  to  this  in  the  Synagogue,  any  one,  that  by  Learn- 
i'he  Officers  ing  was  qualify 'd  for  it,  was  admitted.  Only,  for  the  Pre- 
belonging  to  fervation  of  Order,  there  were  in  every  Synagogue  fome 
'  ""'  fix'd  Officers,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  was  to  take  Care  that  all  re-- 

ligious  Duties  were  therein  decently  perform'd. 

The  firft  of  this  Kind,  are  thoie  whom  the  Scriptures  of 
the  New  Tejiament  call  ' A^^iawdyayoi,  Rulers  of  the  Syna- 
gogue :  But  how  many  of  thefe  belong'd  to  each  Synagogue 
we  cannot  tell,  only  we  may  prefume,  there  were  more 
than  one,  becaufe  they  are  mention'd  in  the  {b)  Plural 
Number  in  Refpeil  of  the  fame  Synagogue.  Next  to  them 
(and  perhaps  one  of  themj  was  the  Minijler  of  the  Syna- 
gogue, whofe  Bufinefs  it  was  to  offer  up  to  God  the  publick 
Prayers  of  the  Congregation ;  and  being  for  this  Purpofe 
delegated  (as  it  were)  hy  them  to  God,  is  therefore,  in  the 
//i?^rrzt»  Language,  called  Sheliach  Zibber,  i.e.  the  Angel  of 
the  Church,  or  Congregation;  from  whence  the  Name  of 
the  Bifliops  of  the  feven  Churches,  mention'd  in  the  Revela^ 
tions,  is  manifeftly  borrow'd.  Next  to  this  Angel  of  the 
Church,  were  the  Deacons,  and  inferior  Miniflers  of  the  Sy- 
nagogue, called  in  Hebrew,  Chazanim,  or  OverfeerSy 
who,  under  the  Rulers  of  the  Synagogue,  had  the  Charge, 
and  Overfight  of  all  Things  in  it,  and  kept  the  Books 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  Liturgies,  and  Utenfils,  which 
they  brought  forth,  and  carry'd  away  again,  as  there  was 
Occafion:  And  next  to  thefe  Overfeers,  was  the  Interpreter, 
whofe  Office  it  was  to  recite  in  Chaldee  the  Leffons  ('as  they 
were  read  in  Hebrew)  to  the  Congregation  j  and,  becaufe  a 
good  deal  of  Skill  in  both  Languages  was  requifite  for  fuch  an 
Undertaking,  whenever  the  Rulers  of  the  Synagogue  found 
a  Perfon  fit  for  this  Purpofe,  they  retain'd  him  by  a  Salary, 
and  fo  made  him  a  ftanding  Minifler  among  them. 
Times  of  We  have  nothing  more  to  add  concerning  this  Synagogue- 

Wor^ip,  IVorJhip,  but  that  the  Times  appointed  for  it,  were  three 
Days  a  Week,  befides  their  Holidays,  whether  Fajis  or 
Fejlivals,  and  thrice  on  every  one  of  thofe  Days,  2.  e.  in 

the 

(b)  Markv,  35,  iSc,    Luke  viii.  41.  — xiii.  14. 
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the  Morning,  in  the  Afternoon,  and   at  Night :  And  that,    A.  m. 
when,  at  any  of  thefe  Times,  the  Bleffmg  was  to  be  given,  ^'JJ^'cfrift. 
if  there  was  a  Prieft  prefent  in  the  Congregation,  he  always  ^izg]  ©><:. 
did   the  Office  ;  but   if  there  was  none  there,  the  Sheliach  From  Ezra 
Tjibber,  who  read  the  Prayers,  in  a  Form  of  Benedidliong^^j^'/^y'^^ 
made  proper  for  him,  difmifs'd  the  People.  _  Efth!  Neh. 

Before  we  difmifs  this  Subjeft^  there  is  one  common  a"d  Part  of 
Enquiry,  which,  by  this  Time,  we  may  be  able  to  fatisfy,  "SJJ^'jJi; 
and  that    is,        '    • '  ■  How  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  ^Jews  ^^-y^^' 
were  fo  prone  to  Idolatry  before  the   Babylonljh  Captivity,  JVhy  the 
and  fo  ftrongly  bent  againft  it  (even  to  a  Degree  of  Super^J^^=  "^"^ 
flition)  after  that  Captivity  was   ended  ?  Which  can  ^^rd\j{°J^°"^^/'j^ 
be  imputed  to   any  other  Caufe,  but  that  they  had  the  Law  a-verfe  to 
and    the  Prophets  every  Week   read  unto    them,  after  that  idolatry ^u 
Captivity,  which  they  had  not  before.     Before  the  Captivi**,^!^',' ^  ''^" 
ty,  they  had  no  Synagogues  for  publick  Worfhip  or  Inftruc- 
tion,  nor  any  Places  to   refort   to  for  thefe  Purpofes,  but 
either  the  Temple  at  'Jerufalem,  or  the  Cities  of  the  Levites; 
and  from  hence   great  Ignorance  grew  among  the  People. 
God  was  little  known  among  them,  and  his  Laws  in  a  Man- 
ner wholly  forgotten  :  And   therefore,   as  Occafions  offer 'd, 
they  were  eafily  drawn  into  all  the  Superftitions,  and  idola- 
trous Pradtices,  of  the  i/<?fl/^f« Nations,  that  liv'd  about  them. 
But  now,  when,  after  the  Babylonijh  Captivity,  Synagogues 
were  erected  in  every  City,  to  which  they  conftantly  refortcd 
for  publick  Worfliip,  and   where,  every  Week,  they  had 
the  Law  at  firji^  and,  afterwards  both  the  Law    and  the 
Prophets  read  to  them ;  and  where,  by  Sermons  and  Exhor- 
tations, they  were,  at  leaft  every  Sabbath- Day,  inftrudled 
in  their  Duty,  and  excited  to  the  Performance  of  it ;    this 
kept  them  in  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  God,  and  his  Laws, 
as  the  Comminations  in  the  Prophets  (when  once  they  came 
to  be  read  among  them)  deterred   them  from  tranfgreffing 
againft  them  ;  for  (c)  all  Scripture  (as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks) 
is  given  by  Infpiration    of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  Doc- 
trine., for  Reproof,  for  Correction,  for  lnfiru£iion  in  Righ- 
ieoufnefs,  that   the  Man   of  God,  or  every  Man,  that  re- 
folves  to  be  godly,  may  be  perfect,  wife  unto  Salvation,  and 
thoroughly  furnifhed  unto  all  good  Works. 

One  Thing  we  may  obferve  farther :  That,  OurSa- 

fmce  there  was  a  publick  Liturgy  eftablifli'd  in  the  JewiJh'^J^'",'^^^'" 
Church,  and  Forms  of  Prayer,  tho'   very  empty  and  ]c]\ine gainft  Se^a- 
inComparifon  of  thofe,  that  are  in  Ufe  among  us;  our  blef- ''''"'"»• 
fed  Saviour,  when  upon  Earth,  was  contented  to  join  with 

the 
(f)  2  Tim.  iii.  \6,  i-j. 
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A.  M.     the  Publick  in  thefe   Forms^  and  to  frequent   the  Synagogue 
A^^^ch^if   ^^^  every  Sabbath-Day.     And  this  may  inform  us,  that  to 
529J  &c,  '  break  the  Union  of  a  Church,  upon  the  Account  of  better 
From  Ezra   Edification,  or  more  extatick  Prayers,  is  a  Refinement,  that 
E*7-  'a^ll'^^'^ ^^^  S^^^^  Teacher  of  all    Righteoufnefs  knew  nothing  of. 
Efth.'  Neh.    I"  the  Courfe  of  his    Preaching,  he  fpar'd  not    to  tell  the 
and  Part  of  Jews  freely  of  all  the  Corruptions,  that,  in  his  Time,  they 
andMafachi  ^^^  ^""  '"'^^  '  ^"^  therefore,  had  it   been  contrary  to  the 
t^^i^y^^j  Will  of  God,  to  ufe  fet  Forms  of  Prayer  in  his  publick  Ser- 
vice, or  had  it  been  difpleafmg  to  him,   to  be  addrefs'd  in 
fuch   mean    Forms,    when  much   better  might  have  been 
made,  we  may  be  fure  he  would  have  told  them  both,  and 
join'd  with  them  in  neither  :  But,  fince  he  never  found  Fault 
with  them  for  ufmg  fet  Forms,  but,  on  the  contrary,  taught 
his  own  Difciples  a  fet  Form  to  pray  by  ;  fince  he  no  where 
exprefs'd  a  Diflike  of  the  Forms  then  in  Ufe,  upon  Account 
of  their  Meannefs,  but,  on   the  contrary,   teftify'd  his  Ap- 
probation of  them,  by  joining  with  them  in  their  Synagogues  ; 
this  fhould  convince  our  Separatifts,  one  would  think,  that 
neither  our  ufing  fet  Forms  of  Prayer  in  our  publick  Wor- 
fhip,  nor  the  ufing  of  fuch,    as    they  think  not  fufficient- 
ly  edifying,  can  be  Objections  fufficient  to  juftify  them  in 
their  Refufal  to  join  with  us  in  them,  becaufe,  in  both  thefe 
Cafes,  they  have  the  Example  of  Chriji   dire£Hy  againft 
them. 

The  Truth  is,  whether  there  be  a  Form  or  no  Form,  or 
•whether  the  Form  be  elegantly  or  meanly  compos'd ;  no- 
thing of  this  availeth  to  the  recommending  of  our  Prayers 
unto  God.  It  is  the  true  and  fincere  Devotion  of  the  Heart 
alone,  that  can  make  them  acceptable  unto  him  :  For  it  is  this 
only,  that  gives  Life  and  Vigour,  and  a  true  Acceptance,  to 
all  our  religious  Addrefies.  Without  this,  how  elegantly, 
how  movingly,  foever  the  Prayer  may  be  compos'd,  and  how 
fervently,  how  zealoufly,  foever  it  may  feem  to  be  pour'd 
out,  yet  all  this  is  dead  Matter,  and  of  no  Validity  in  the 
Prefence  of  our  God.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  very 
Heathens  can  tell  us,  that,  be  our  Prayers  and  Oblations  ne- 
ver fo  mean,  they  will  be  a  Sacrifice  of  a  fweet-fmeUing 
Savour  unto  him,  if  we  bring  but  along  with  us  to  hisWor- 
Ihip, 

Compofitum  jus  fafque  ammo,  fanSfofque  receffus 
Mentis,  y  incoSium  generofo  peSfus  honefo  : 
Hac  cedo,  ut  admoveam  templis,  ^  farre  litabo. 

Pers.  Sat.  IT. 
•«  .  [d]  Lukeiv.  16. 

Ihe  End  of  the  Fourth  VOLUME. 
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